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CORBEtrt’S 

Parliamentaiy*D)ebat^ 

During the Second Session of the fourth Parliament of the 

O * 

United Kingdom of Great Briliain and Ireland, and of 
' ^tlie Kingdom of Great Britain IhcTwenty-fiws^^ppointed 
. to meet at Westminster, the 7’wenty-first Day of January^ 
One Thousand Eigh,t Iluhdred dhd Eight, in "the Fcarty- - 
eighth Vear of the R('ign ®f His JVIajesty King GEORGE 
the 'I’liird 


‘house of lords. 

ilTouJay, April^ll, 1808 . 

(’\Tnoui' Petition.] Lord 
(tiiintO' presf^itorl a Petition from the 
Kdiii.i'i (J.itholics of Ireland, praying that 
llu- (It .ibilitK's respecting them might be 
reiii()\«(l; whi<h nas read at the tabic. 
Hi-, loidsliip stated, that there was an in- 
foi’tn.ilil 3 ' attached toil, inconsequence of 
some nj the n. mes signed to it, not having 
been writtin h\ the persons bearing tho.se 
iiaiiHs, although wriUcii by tlwnr autbo- 
1 if V, I It' believed, howcv er, that petitions 
b id been received where an informality of 
till, bind evistcd, but where, as in thyi 
( ase, there were odicr names to the peti¬ 
tion, ^ned by the parties themselves. He 
nioviKb that the Petition do lie on the 
table, and stated, that he .should also move, 
that the lords be summoned for the 11 th 
of May, with the view of then moving the 
consideration of this petition. .* 

The E&rl of Moira rcgjretted, that upon 
this occasion, he found himself compelled 
to diticr in opinion yi'ith his noble nriend. 
His sentiments w ith respect to the object 
of the [letition had b^iMcclareJ and were* 
well kno^i; but whengarljament had so 
recently dccideH, and when so many per- 
^ns %lood pledged upon this subject he 
could not coneqr in the propriety of dis- 
cu.ssing ^t In the present session. He 
thought^ that the urmng at this mopient 
of these rlaims^ tended rather to retard 
Vofc. XI. 


- 

— 
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than to accelerate the object of the pet^ 
tiuiKTs., 

The Lord Chancellor observed, with re¬ 
spect to the informality, that w,hcrc such 
informafity existed, the receptioft of the 
petition w'as a matter of courtesj^.-^-The 
Petition was ordered to lie fti the table. 

Lord Grenville observed, with regard to*( 
what had fallen from his noble friend, that 
he. had not advised the presenting this 
petition; neither had he given any opi¬ 
nion respecting it, hi,s 4‘dvice 
been He had stated, on 

occasi^ his opinion^ that it would nbt be 
expedrent for the catholics to petition 
at the present moment; they, howevei^ 
might be influenced by circumstances of 
which neither he nor any on^ besides 
themselves could judge. All he ^as aibc- 
ious lb state wa^that he had not advised, 
the presenting oflhis petition, ndither had 
he giv*en any opnion againsS presenting 
it; nor did he mean now to give any 
opinion on the %ubject. * Perhaps, if fin, 
had known the lircumstances that.led to 
the pn^tioD, bg/mighl have thought it ex¬ 
pedient tha»47should be present^. 'Ihe 
petition however having been presented, 
be should call the attention of the house to 
the question, whether k was not fit that 
the matter o^ the petition bhould becoitto 
a subject <ff discussion. Understanding 
that the ff3th of May would be niore con¬ 
venient than the 1 ich, he mpved that IKe 
lords be summoned on the 13th.—Ordered. 
.B 
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HOUSE^tr COMMONS. 
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MondL April 11 . ' 

• f* ^ 

[RovAt Naval Asylum.] Sir Chafles 
, ro'ie, in pursuance of his noticty to 
* lAlOva . certain ReholuV^on relative to the 
•hovetisUtution. somcviVat similary that 
which he had lately proposed as to (J reeii- 
wieh Hospital. He km sv it would lie ob¬ 
jected to what he was about to propose, 
that this charitable institution had been 
dCiifinally supr,ortcd by private volt^ntary 
(|ooations, but^ it appeared to him to be 
iVpw under the ii:,<>..>.diate management of 
jpavermnent, the morb especially as parlia- 
iMot^ had been called on to vote consi¬ 
derable sums pf money for its support. 
Ko doubt the private donations from othei 
individuals were very important, but still 
't^iere appeared no rtasou for scpaiatKig its 
mode of management from that of (I'reeii- 
WJcK Hospital, as described in the ChApt^i. 
Here the hon. baronet i^avc a sta^r^ nt of 
the most important pubfi '”’^’17 * ate con- 
Mbutions to this Asylum*, ile observed, 
tnat a very large portion of that tailed 
*1 private contribution” was giwjn from 
the Patriotic Fund, which was avowfdly 
l^r the purpose of relieving the distresses 
of the ^relations of those who fell in the 
naval battles of their country. .Surely, 
theiH the offices of this charitable and 
naval institution could not be better bc- 
atowed than upon those svho bad sutvised 
these battles, but unfortunately were disa- 
hled. The sum subscribed by tlve Patrio- 
titelyiid amounted to 4-0,0()0/. and such 
wing ..tlie inteption of that fund\'t,siucly 
|tever‘could be supposed, that oA r per- 
naps eubsciibing small sums could mean 
thttt their donations should be bestow'cd 
Otherwise than upon individuals connected 
tWitb th^ navy. They could never ima-^ 
gtaethhy w^ere subscribing towards the 
^leKef of persons, suckms those already 
nppointAl to offices in Jnat Asyluip, who 
jvere as farwenioved froCi the nasal servir** 
n the Great Mogul, v 'flic bouse were 
iwnierly told, toat the tfci e of Auditor of 
Greenwich Hospitt|} nikt be flH^ by a 
lawryer, that Hospital ffg^ssmy^great 
■agar estates, and also gt^ estates of 
Other descriptions in the North; but, in 
tbe present case, what was there, of law 
Ibwiness tp transact for tbe Naval Asylum ? 
it was not, ^owevee, a lawyer thaft had. 
been appointed to the Asy^m, but a 
ilfealth^ clergyman, who, fordoing little or 
was te enjoy, in addition to other 
a salary of 300/. a>year as Auditor. 


Betides whic^, be was to posset's a freehouse 
and garden; and avery largesu.u bfnloncy 
had been laid out in repairing a 1 oust fot^' 
his icsidtnco, amounting, he believeiL to 
about J 700 /,; and added to’all this, escniur- 
nituic for the house. He really was con¬ 
vinced the duties of the odipe he alluded to 
might be perforined by some poor wornout 
or disabled naval or marine officer at a sa¬ 
lary lc..s than 100 /, a-year; but instead of 
this, no less than 700/. was thus,squandered 
away upon a spiritual gentleman, who 
had no occasion for any assistance what¬ 
ever Anollier thing he should object? to 
upon this establishmeiTl was, the appoint¬ 
ment of a '•iirgeon who had neverfoeen at 
sC|iVluiing his iifp.and inducing him, by a 
great salary, to give up his private prac¬ 
tice, instead of appbinting a naval suigcon, 
wjio would be less t\pensne and moiu 
t/anktul tor the fav our bestowed upon him, 
clien., weie vaiious other ap])omtmeiits, 
which he thought objec tionable, such as 
the clerk to the institution, the clerk of 
instructions. See. but the thief ones wen- 
those he had mentioned, the auditor and 
ihe surgeon. lie lad no difficulty in say¬ 
ing, that the persons who liad appointed 
an Irish clergyman to the oflire of auditor 
of the Naval Asylum, had‘done wiong, if 
they knew that he was already possessed 
of four church livings in iteland, and a 
glebe land so extensive, as to contain 540 
Irish acres. The gentleman he alluded to 
was Dr. Thomas Biookc* Clarke, to whom 
besides, there had been granted seveial 
very laifoe sums, by resolutions of the 
house, as might lie seen by their Journals. 
Heri certain Resolutions w'eie read by 
the clerk, at the desire of the lion, baiuiiet. 
.'iniongst these was the sum of 5^0/. grant¬ 
ed to Dr. Thomas Biboke Claike, for liis 
trouble in tnfoicing the lesidencoof the 
clergy,whilst he himselfinb-iided to estab¬ 
lish his residence at the Naval Asylum, in¬ 
stead of being at any of his livings in Ire¬ 
land. This rev. doctor was also secietary to 
the libfary of the prince of Wales. Had all 
this been known whe-v this reverend divine 
w^ fcromtnended, he cei taiiily thought he 
could not have been appointed to that lucra¬ 
tive situation. There were many of the old 
disabled officers /‘n the nary, with large 
families, who w'Q/jId have been iffost thallK- 
flil and grateful for the 'appointments of 
auditor, surgeon, or clerks to thtf insti¬ 
tution. He should now sjt down with thTs 
hope that the Resolution which he should 
propose, would meet with sosn^ cpilsRlera- 
tion; for in denng thia they were saving 



53 ,- 

^fB public ^moQey, and addiog/o ttie c^- 
^rts ^ tho^ jreaily entitled to relief^a^ 
*k];io j/yoflLd ev^ic be grateful for the faVf^r 
It ^as with that view that ne 
shoifm propose this Eesoiution, ** That it 


appears to this house, that.the appointment 
of competent and qualified persons from 
the naval aod marine service to hold oiTices 
and employments in the several depart- 
jAeiits of the Royal Naval Asylum will be 
' productive of much advantage to the em¬ 
pire, hy materially encouraging the naval 
service, and diminishing the public ex- 
■fJenditure.”—This Resolution the hon. ba¬ 
ronet said, if acccdqd to, he should follow 
up with,anothci*, for an Address to his ma- 
jesly>prayiiig that he would he graciogsly 
pleased to take the most summary meilss 
of carrying tiiat object into eliedt. 

Mr. Jiose said, he wtis happy to concur 
with any motion that was made for tic 
benefit of those w,ho served in the jj?:'' 
or the near relations of those who Tell in 
Rattle; but he must inform the house, that 
the present motion was unnecessary; as 
the commissioners were framing regulations 
for. the conduct of tlie Naval Asylum. 
Two years ago an account of the state of 
the Naval Asylum was laid before the 
house, and the hon, admiral now only 
came forward, with a pompous parade 
of his complaints, though he never said 
any thing on the stubject wltile he w'as him¬ 
self one of the lords of tlie admiralty. 
The institution w'as established originally 
by voluntary subscription; and wlieu it was 
t^cn under the protection of his majesty, 
and the duke of CumberKuid wal appoint¬ 
ed president, it was then agreed to i^taiit 
Dr. Clarke, who first suggested the i(^ of 
the institution, and two conimissioners,^at 
the request of the oniginai subscribers.. hie 
declar^ that he was not personally oc- 
quaipied with any of the parties, nor did he 
recommend a single person to any oince, 
and tor these reasons he moved the pre¬ 
vious question. 

, Mr. Whitbread said, if the ri^it hon.' 
gent, had imputed u«hia hon, friend the' 
charge bf^ having^rought forward the 
present motion witi| that ^pji(;ity,*maQ- 




all his eflbrts tn tha<>^use, it womd bate, 
b«en.a eburge more liJ^ly to be credited 
than that of p^ade aiKrostbntatIqn, .^s 
to tht motion itself, be cpold see qp one 
^Qund for rejecting it, He.thougthi jit; 
;irery stnqige, that a pe^n wim bgd^^beeu 
ii 9 ., tcti,ve>yL informing,.agautist hpq'-re&i- 




























1 } \ ^ PARIL DEBATEJS^rta 

the oridn (^'tlli/aslitution*; iiye,^op^ 
seemedi ibr he tP)k especial care iWp- 
vfdd for himself.\^e good tlocto* was 
80 'fohd of charity, tfiaifiJeVas detertnii/etl 
to'follow it in all iti^ branche.s, ant^so 
begin at homc.'^Jt put hiift in dJ ind 
■of soheyious fomiflers'\*'r a teinpIc,/a'ho, 
irt thef great and ardl^nt zeal, n/idc a 
niche fw themselves. But the good f .octor 
vi^as a man of liberal education and rherc' 
fore fit for thi*, office ! But if every n.au of 
iiberal educafil'ni were to put in his learn- 
irt'g as a ple^f pray how many aiftlitors 
should' we haVe ? IJe did not tliink the 
l^eral objection'*t5 ?he doctor’s appoint- 
atent was at all done away by this enu- 
'^ratioo of his qualifications. It was said, 
Itet it would bS a breach of the contract 
entered into by the founders of this insti¬ 
tution with the crowi., on its receiving tlie 
rOyal charter. However, that could be no 
reason why the house should not intertj^.* 
to remedy an abuse, fientleraeu 
however ready to cry <>«t, ‘^vhs>^*<Io you 
attempt to throw impod1m’.'.V,> in' the way 
of good actions ? Will you repress cha- 
rity?’ &c. This was* not hisde^rc; he 
wmed to prevent the perversion of chari¬ 
ty j he wished to counteract the injusYico 
of puttm% a mail not in the navdl service 
ifiir et idl connected with it, in the .situation 
purposely formed for the protection of dis- 
otressed naval characters. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer observed, 
that at the commencement of the insMtu- 
tion, it was made a point by the founders 
ttfiA Dr. Clarke itliould be placed in his 
•ttUHtt^’ uflrice ; anif it would i;*? a little 
KardkJif'hc w'hto was himself onVof the 
first founders of this establishment-should 
be himself precluded from all its advan¬ 
tages. An hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbreiui) 
Ihbught ’a .great point was gained for him > 
by tte jfiotion for the residence of spitji- 
..tuhl persons in. Ireland, since h» had 
.;feidbd ou^tliatDr. Clarlic possessed livings 
rib ii'|dieat amount. Thf very bill Should 
the hen. gent, at ^e, for by it Dr. 
^:f9ittrke would l»treducp'A,o the dilemma of 
'^therrelincy^log his vWuable livings, or 
reHnquiaflK the tituamn of aiu^r of 
NavalAhlpam. ' 

> „ Sir Charles Pole said a few wmrds in re- 
in which he^stated the case of fi purser 
'‘llroh'hid aerved’a long time in 'th£ navy, 
certainly was full as competent 
the situation o? auditor*,as a doctor 
'<#iWrin4y.---The house then difidedf For 
i^her’fidsofutioti, 46-; Against it, 71. -^Ma- 
jbrfty, 3i»i * 
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luiusf*. This«was a cateihism •which i«!» poati^ must hare, in coona, 

But info the nand*, oi the children, hating of wihgs, led them to lA peace, eoti* ' 
Meqitiinty to encourage religioua ant- ^<vv, &d the copwip^l'^ase and general 
hios^'ti, wefere. He w as nAppy, howerer, to fed 

iMr }oU(r hoped the hon. gent did not then calupinies andlo^ippings seemedp^ 
wl^h to picient this thai liable institution latoXathei to be urafeea to ttM| 

(loni nitiiiti,^ the neiessaiy supplies toi Ife stvuld not hqjre any ohjictio1i£ the 
till pu ent yen, because lu objeiicd to pic-eil giant, biU he nereitbeleaafclought 
lid piimiphs oil nhich it wis foundtd it Ills cwtv to state his mtcntioA of hrtagv 
Jn»M. might lUeinaiduiidirgoalUrations, mg (hi whole establishment rery shortly 
bui the pitsuit gi lilts wtit absolutely ne- uiideilhe icview of parliam^t. 

;cs ai) * Thc| Chancellor of tht Ennuuer thought 

\li J limey thought the matter might the opposition of the lion meniber, even, 
w funpK nil icl by gianting a small sup- supposing he had the«W gfnent to which 
pi\ (oi till pns(nr, and altetnards, when he wished to lelei house now in hia 
1 hi„i i •>u|>ply c arm to be voted in ano- hand, perfectly inegulai, since there could 
I (I rimiiiiit le, llu sulijt ri might be tAo- be no piotioii mide in th^committce for 
1011 hl^ull^lsll itfil , * the refoimation ot tlie general estabhsb- 


Ur l)i j;tutn s id, h( llid not tetl at all 
sii[i sid to pn(«i\i tin Inn »entbme|i 
opi ositi ni\ OHS t»* ppost ihi prosjKFit^, 
oi till I'loUsUat fst diiislinulit Ih/. is-* 
1 dilisliim 111 w s sohly lor distittd ami 
hel|>liss cliiiduri who iviit, in eonse- 
(|U( IK out ^hcii ioiloin ( ondition leteivcd 
into iIhsc* schools, uid tdiic ited m the 
Prohstmt idigion Joining the viee- 
loy illy ol the duke of J-kdfoid, these 
schools had Urn subpetfd to the e\ami- 
nation ol a eorndiittf t, by no int ans over- 
stotktdviith IVotrsnnt /ta! Their re¬ 
pot l was liighly fivouiabk to the institu¬ 
tion ilu glint had hem uniloiinly 
made, for‘50oi 70 yiu back, without 
any objection Hit caUehisin in use, he 
behcied, vi is the usual Piolcdint cate- 
cliism, set lor li in the Uubiie, and was 
ealeulated to coiictt the political eirois 
e f the Roman (. itliolies, which wen foil¬ 
ed on then monstrous itlrgioiis leijets 
Ml. Ptitiull Slid the eatechisui was 
\eiy diflerent front lint intommon u^e 
The fn«^ (juestion in tlis catcelnsni, he 
stated* was, ‘ hit n ligion aic you off’ 
To which the eliiltl wis taught to leply, 
'lam, think tnd ' iPiotc slant’ hueli 
opinions well inettly calculated to revive 
all those l^nt sparks of animosity, \Hiich, 

I lit foi tHe culpable^ ifrtlustry of some, 
night hare long smr, been extinguished 
’^hc whole system e^ education m those 
ichoolb, he maintained, was destructive to 
(he peace anel franqiiihit_^; of that people, 
whtr had been too long at d tgo lately re¬ 
minded of thostf q((isehievoas and unfound¬ 
ed ass^ions, those envenomed calumni«s, 
a^d antiquited stpiies, which had hitherto 
been empfoyed most effoctiially as the 
means oiTt^sting tbo«e against each 
Other, wfeyii' natural benevolence of dis- 


ment • ^ 

Mr *31 Fttzgetald maintained, that the 
sntiqnity of these establishments and 
\ts weie alone but sorry reasons for 
their rvitinuanec Many otheis, which 
iiad romi.^rii!r«(iio^aily about thu same 
time with tlieV,'' loudly called foi aboii-. 
tioii It was not the chaiactcr of the 
low 1 1 order of Irish to neglect then chil- 
dicfi noi weie the Catholics of lieiand 
the most ,Drone to commit this unnatural 
11 imc , they had at least the feeing an^ 
humanity of men, if they had not their 
jioiiiical advantages He maTnt lined, tha^ 
th( ihildun educated in these schools 
w eie not proper objects of chanty. Their 
education and tempoiary support were 
too often made the ifetuis ol puiehasmg 
ihiin perh^s by the inadiertencev"! ♦JneV 
parents, t/im tfie rtligiQp of then '^{fpfa- 
thers. iicnce w hates er pains might be 
taken, there was not’ above one-nltb of 
those who leccivcd then education in those 
schools, who weie added to the number of 
flit estiblished church It was,^en, a 
great delusion held out to parliament to 
supposS the supplspb jeah^granted for 
tins pmjiose were ?n any degree ^opor- 
tioned to the adv ntages the etiuntry re¬ 
ceived In most'(^Catholij, and leqioUs^ 
parts of Iieland, t c^ schools had been 
much op the decbfojli^ile they had ‘pro- 
portioira^ivjncrt&s^yivithin the viciisRv 
ol Dublin 

* Mr ElUotMio to justify the eharactef*^ 
of the b(ftirffappomted under the goyem* 
ment of duke of Bedfon^ By emivj 
meratmg someml the Tsei sons who con|- 
posed knat ^board, he thought he.poiildlt 
justifyl^hem from any intentions hoftdo fov 
the established* religion, l^ese were 
pnmate of Ireland, the grovost of Tnn^jr 
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College, Dubii^%o chM?f ji]sttce(<'3id right ion gent, betp went tinough 
seveial others c^nected botii wit^'nie tht <«aiious items ot Suiiply vthicU lud 
gi^rernnicnt and W/:^;;s^jtshed rhi^ctu, bcin soted in the picsiut session t|u(W 
!)»•. Duigenan siid,pe t\iKof ieand the vaiious heads ot ivy, Aiiny,. JBii- 
..^ 5^0 of apaitiuila/dfsciiptionj^and ./nst racks, CommiSNaiy Oinci paitnunt, 

frpms^be pujudicciV the louti o/dir, Ixtraoidinuies, Oiduuiei, Mistillanto is 
. laul tr?*^i$e(iic\ous p^mciples di|Mmi Strvicrs, mid bvicdisb Subsidy iiie 

noted bv misguided and dc praud cAaiac • nholc < f the sums voted amoi iiu d in titc 
tersof thehigh(roidti 'ihe publifuions aggregate to 170/ {khu wIiuImv s 

of the day neie bauglit nilh tht ^nom tout deducted thi piopoitioii tb it ^sas 
of patty, anj a lati panipbUt pnWished be {uinisbid b\ lie land, tia 1,71$ Mil. 
Hi ^blin b^an association oi pri|sts, to winch would lean a sum to in delii>td 
the amount ciTl 10, Ind sft fuith a deuil by Gif at But mi, ot 12<H>0ot/ Ulnse 
of all the thglW*<SMiid ciiDiinal misiepie- sums lu statid upon t toii^li cstiiii it^, 
Sentations of the cdliduct ol luigland to which, howevii tiu^ iin'ht \aj\ tiuiii 
Ireland. Whensueh evtravaganens wcie perteOt aetmaey, would ytt bi louud to 
coniniitted wi|^out leprebeiision, ^le was eoxspomi (\aetl> withtlu 1111111 

alnaost suipnsed to lieai ilure existed in s^ti ot, tin neoimts--I1 mi^t, i,oin' 
Ireland an AUnrnpy-Gencijil through the Supplus it nest bii imt ni 

Ml* Painttt thought those woiks, *( they «| ssary toi him ti)\i ite to the < oinmitti p 
did exist, had been published by w a} ol I e- me \ nious Wa>s ind Means win li Jiul 
prtsalsj many of a very infLimmatoiy^f^ 'f*o ''*»ito been pioMiltd toi eouinif iliisi 
ture baring been publi<-hcd on thy o'lpositi supplies I he buusi li ul dn id) inted 

side of the question, bJi * 1)0 tp Js ot thi upon Mdt md l’en^l(n'. Ihitt iiullion^ 
Jeaincd doetoi He hadS»tW', howevti, to Ihr sum usual]) uttd w is J7 0(100/, 
coogiatulate the country, fiom the disposi- but it i>a>. thou,dit luoi t \[u clu at to take 
tion betrayed by tli karin I do< loi. that ilu inio nit of tli^ (is it tlit 1011 >1 sum oi 

be did not till the situation ot Att< un y i nnllious whnb n pHxliufd tin etitil 

Genetal for Inland—Jhis ■>upplv*^w.s ot wlmli would onl\ lu toirdiui iln sui- 
.nlsO'gpmted * plus oi the roiisolu] lUd lund li) the sum 

The •house then lesumed, the icpoit ol 2>0,000? the ilillutini bitwteii (lu 
^ was brooghl*\ip, and oultred to be itftiv loto ol time inillions md the usinl iinomit 
cd to>monow. at winch tlu Malt and Pension tax wire 

[Bvdgfi ] The Chancilh) of the J xe/ie- usually estiinatfd Jhe advances liom 
yacr moved the otdet of the dav forgoing thf liiuk amoimted to j, i()0(XK>/ Jhe 
into a eommitte^ f \Va)s and Means, to unappuipt lati d sin plus ol the eoiisolidatid 
w hich the account .ot the Surplus ot the itmd wlnih ins hoa liitnd would move 
”*fo!&^idated,Innd w is iettVje(l—Ihc in the piistnt loimunUi, w is, on tin /itli 
hoilse having lesolvcd ituelt int^the sml of»April, 720,^<0/ I pon i luugli csti- 
Committee, the right lion gent lose, pui- mw he was wan uitid in l iking the wn 
suant to his notice, to submit to the torn- Aaxi s at twinlj luillinns 'Jhe tonnnitUe 
mitteethe atiangement whirh he ititemkd would be aw if,tbatstbt duties to bi li vied 
to recqmmdiil to pirliinniit to adopt re*- under tlu (hdusni ( ountil weiiMppliti- 
spectiilg the St imp Duties, tiom w hub he UJe to the wai (ixcs, md theidou (u kit 
}Hopo!U-d to glaive a Boilion ol tllt^ w \ys thtmorcfonlidenie in t ikmg tlu n mount 
and mlans of the ycl But, b^toie he at 20 millions Ilu lottti) he houldiakc 
should enter into that fart ot the statement at the sum ol a>0(XXi/ whitli w is un- 
whuh he wis^o submit to the f oinmittce, doubtedly less than it li ul piodueed in tlu 
("ne felt it nece8sar\,/i»rdei to justify tlie piesent yeai, bufe-k^did not thifek he toukl 
sotciwilh which h|pittnt to contluife, to estimite ils piodAje highii than the 
recapitulate the ar(io*Sf\ot tbe^/'.^jplifs, amount ht had statt]^. It would be m the 
which had alieady otens^nted in the recollection oi the committee, ihit the sum 
Course ot the piesent sessiotl, , By rnumf ot foui million^o? Ixclnquct Bills had 
IHtingthe diffarentitemsofSij^pl^alreidy been funded in^u course of*tlie prot-ent 
roted, and the Ways and Meals available sicssion, ancf that m subl^uting that mea- 
present fh coverttliem, should point sqre to the house, he had latcd tlnx it was 
outio the gentlemen opposite, the Around intendcd,,to issue t rnillioiis of I xchequer 
jipon tfbicQ he brought forward the spect- Bills m plat c ol those fundecK as pait of 
fic an aitgetnent which he was to*^subnat tb^ ways and meins ot ihtf Vs at.* 

In the eoQsidaration of the committee adding to these diflcieiit ntiir(K the sum of 
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^ millions, which was the wholew of whafc 
••^(•apprehended would be wanted for thtj 
"s^wice ofithf* present year, the aggregatd 
anJiMUit. would be 3y,576,870/. 'I’o this 
age^gate was to be added the !,llrplu^ of 
th/^’onsolidiited Fund, which he proposed 
to lake at 3,500,000/. which would carry 
thd W^ajs and INlcmisto 43,076,870/.yield- 
icjlt a surplus of Ways and Means above 
Supplu"* of 137,000/. The surplus of 
the (’onsolidated Fund, the conmnttee 
w'ould reeollett, had been taken last year 
at 3,750,000/. but had produced a fur- 
'd'ter ?imi of 726,870/. making altogether 
4,}76,'<70/. But astliv iiu i\-as(*d vote upon 
Malt and.Pciisioiis would diminish the 
produce of the (’onsolidated l'’und to the 
amount <'*' 250,000/. ; and, ho''^e'vel san-^ 
giiinc' Ills view might ])o o^’tlie state of the 
tjaili’ of the country, he couhl not hut 
admit, that liom the moasuies of the 
eneins, ami the ••onsetjiiences ol the cou^ 
in whuh that trade was now to be (arned 
on some reduction miehf take place, 
though not to any imtn ial e\lent.—And 
here lie eou’.d not, in [uissiiig, abstain from 
advening to the opera! i»n b\ uliieli four 
millions out of the t\vel\c, wiiieh weie the 
whole to be boiisiwed for the year, bad 
been oblaiiuil hy’fiimling I'Xi hetiiier Bills 
to that ainoimt. As far as could yet be 
judged, there nas every reason to believe 
that the transact ion* was highly favourable 
for the public. There was a saving to the 
amount «if the iiilorest of tlie FN;ehti|uer 
Bills thus witlidiauu from the market.— 
The < 'oiiimittee w'as aware, that subsequent 
to the tiaii-..ietioii the funds had lisen, and 
he enti rtaiiied at the time an < \peetati#n 
that the < oiilraet for the future loan woiii^ 
be made upon much moie favourable 
terms lor tlie piiblii,' llian if these four 
millions w'eie to have lieen boriowed on a 
5 per cent, fund.— ll.iving staled the Sup* 
plies, and the W ays and Me.ms by which 
they were to be coveied, it was in the next 
place b's duly to st.ite by wliat mean- he 
purposed u>^ provide lor (he interest, 
charges, anti sinking f.j.d of the exche- 
«^yer bills I'Minh-d, a’'3 of llie propo>^-d 
'lo.^ii, which amounted jT asum of 7.5t),000/. 
There existed at preset a sum of SHO^OOO/, 
applicable to tlyj^^^parpose, being the 
amount of fn(f*snoit aumn'ie.s vvliich had 
fallen iii.< Tli</fc was likewise, a saving 
upon th?- iuanag(/ncnt of the public debt 
of 65,000/. • By t^ie new arrangetncmt vvitii 
rejitcat to'*lhe assessed taxes, a sum of 
be prodm(i(l, and the ^r- 
rtingement v/lffclTIrt meant to propose, lor 


>KV(!d mode of (k>U^ 
stamps, would bi 


I IK 

the dif* 
calculated to 
[209,000/. Tb|w^l% of these, sums 
TfTi jOOO/. being a sctHtll 


Ihj 

woult\ atfiount to *17( 
excesllabovc the sum Wtually required*. 
He caiNu neSet to stat^/fne viewupon wh^ 
lie grou\(led the arrg^emeftt he haddq/i^ 
pose wit\ respect to the Stamp Duties.Jrrhe 
cominitlje were aware, that, in tlie coarse 
of tb.’ hit year a principle had been recog¬ 
nised bjp.irliamcnt, founded uv/tn thesus- 
])ciisu‘ii^f all taxation for 3 y^ars, and far 
resorting ti) the war (axes to cover the 
neceasary charges of ln;ar= .'The policy 
of tills priueiple had m#t w'lth the concur* 
rence of all sides of the house, thougb 
some ot^ the provisions of the measure 
founded upon it had been canvassed. Hatt¬ 
ing st.ited this, Ijf was bound to explain to 
the housv why lie had tifought it necessary 
to de[>art Irom the principle in the present 
,yce, by proposing to lay on additional 
taxes.' tbc amount of,above 300,000/. 
and it cel because he hail 

considered the ,,ti.icip1e laid down by the 
noble lord who preceded him unwise. He 
had felt 'sow de.sirable it was to consoH- 
date^the dilletent acts relative to the As¬ 
sessed Tables and the Stamp l)nlies,ufid 
(Otisiilereu that a good opportunitXvvmeti 
making improved legulatioiis tor the ’col¬ 
lection of both, to make a bcMil addition 
in eeitain items, lie had air. ady done so 
with respect to the Assessed Taxc.s, aiul 
he was now to propose a similar course 
with rtspect to the Duties. If by 

these means, w i'lioiii iuldm^ considerably 
to the byr^ens of the public, they ^cJilrt 
contrive provide for t* 11 * present yebr, 
the}'’ migiit in the next ami followdiig years 
risort to the priueiple, whii h had been so 
‘geiwrally approved otj imle-s ufion a re- 
vfew of the state of the ta.xes, whoever 
might fill the situation he occupied, should 
he of opimon, that,|by reg'i.l.jiii^or nio- 
difieatioii a supply i. mid be obtained with¬ 
out iiKTeadiig till' plesstii'e upon, the pub¬ 
lic, and to relieve Abe war taxes. 'I'he 
commitlie would r A^lcct Aiat tlie Stamp' 
arts had bemi co.,,,,Jidated in the year 
1805, tl .|.pf'yv >^'of the Stamp Du¬ 
ties having b(^>^rt'jw(n'd in the year 1804, 
(iiul cuiitji^'^'within a shoit compa5.s all 
the duliesior^amps. 'i’he ijninher of acts 
relating ti^tamp Duties umouiited to 60 
or 7.6, anjiThosq for thi^collcclton of them 
made t ^e number on the .statute booh near¬ 
ly lOO.j U wbs thought desirable to ciii^di- 
date all the acts relating to thc,,dulitis into* 
one, as also thost; for the regalafion tuu) 
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’""collection df Va 9 duties, ^e'forme)) had tframent no effect merely because*nf 
b^en consolidawd, but the latter H«m not, jic stamp not being of the legal anioufit, 
and, noiwithstaiK^^^he ability jaruj, in- we design was abandoned. He did r;.jl 
dustry exerted bynfc dommissioiferA and mean to carry his |>rovi.sifm to tliat-e.vtf Jf, 
other officers of tfe^epartment, he biouid but that a specification should bo niacl^ of 
able to brin^orward a*pro^sition the amount of the consideration, and t^ic 
for^dk purpose this ^sion; but '^e busi- duty on the stamp should be in proportion, 
nessvvas in such a train, that Ivhoever And he proposed to apply tliis prineijne, 
miglit fill the office be held, wouln have it not only to all oonveyaiici;.s of real eslat^.?. 
in nis power to bring the measure |prward. but to the ailmission to offices of con' ij - 
The amended sciiedule would be ji’epareJ and government. At present the duly 
in.the presi^t session, so that the kiflerent was 20l. upon ail oOices of the courts, 
items migh^be open I'or consideration pre- without regard to the amount of the in- 
viousto the ikjisiygoi'the act! The manner come. lie should propose lo reducW tlie 
in which the schedule was to be prepared duty upon the lower*officcs, and to niiic it 
was by disposing of the several duties un- upon the higher offices, l.'pon tall oHiec'*, 
der diilercnt heads, by a distinct ^arrange- tW; incoiii. of which should not exyeed 60/. 
nient, in alpfiabetical order, so as to afford <no duty^ shouiii niacb ; upon alA"over 0<i/. 
» ready reference to any Iverson who might and under IjO/ll O ' duty would be WA ; 
.desire to know whdt particular duty would lupon all over \50[. and under ;)00/. it ua s 
be applicable to his case. There vvoie vari- rto be 20/., and so in proportion upon high v 
cus instruments at present charged "^t siomes. It was also proposed to make 

the name of de^ds, which woul^^lle re- sonic alteration in the duly on indentur-'^, 
ierred to their respeclfae lmar]^t1iough it but not to carry it higher than it was b ;- 
was not deemed rigntvifSt any addition fore the year ]80t, and in sijme eases to 
should be made to th^ amount of duty at reduce it lower. ’rin*re was likenisf' sonic 
present attaching to them. Another alter- addition expected from llie duty on Attor- 
ation would be made in certain dutic.’^now nies indenture.!. The duty at present on 
in Scotland. Towards tiyj close of articles of indcnlniT, to an Attorney' of llie 
^king^illiam’s reign two Stamp acts Iiad sujnTior courts, was ] lO/.’ and of the iii- 
bceif passfid, to provide for the interest ferior courts, .j.i/. The same duty' wldcli 
of debts incurred. One was temporary, applied to iiidi iiinres to .solicitors in chau- 
the other jierrnanent. At the time of eery sln.uld al.so ap]dy' to proctors, for he 
tbe Union with Scotland, it was sti|nilated could not soe wliv, when the advantage 
that neither should ever be le.vied in tli.il was erjual, the ji.n ties 'dioiild not be sub- 
country. Thejafnfiorary act had now jeet to .similar dnlie;. He pr'opo.sod that 
spired, and tj|!e duties w’ere now legally ihc dntv of j )/. should extend to inden- 
levl^e in Scotland, but the Vit^'es under turns to the uiiters to the signet in Scot- 
thd- ^rmane'nt Vet could not\\e levied l^d. In the duty' o'l eoli.ilions and dona- 
there. Much iuconvenieiiee wa.H expo- ttoiw, a small .alteration was to take pl.n e; 
rienced in the collection of the duly, and^^'or where they' g.ave the right as fully a.- 
by the persons upon whom it was levied, ill induction and iii.stilhiion, the duty which 
conscc|^tnice of the fractional ditlerencts did not at present attach was'to apply 
between the amount of the duty thorcrand iVith rosp<'ci to ciircolfmcnts, a small ad- 
in Eng!aIui-^^t^^^ tlii.s was not a ground for dition was to bo unulc ; the duly beTng at 
deprivAtg the Scotch fcf tlio advantage of present only 1/. ]o.s. it was proposed to 
their artinlcs of Unioj; and, therefore, in raise it to .■}/.; the duty applicable to ano- 
proposingioctinali.se WJ duty ill bo*b coui - thcr'rnode of convoying r^ul estates by 
’trie.s, he meaiu to r&<j^erate Scotl.'ud, bv lease and rcleaWii An additron was also 
a reiluctioii of the tLtjLon all instruments pr*»posed to tlic dt*y on the grant of Im- 
to'be used in iacoU^’jL Thej^ttilioii to iiours ami pveferm/nts. The duty wa.s'al 
the amount of thetStity^j^s^frhri.se I'rom present but 20l. in ^11 ca-.es. In Ireland, 
an application of the ad vsdiy, |n,priiicjpl(i the doty on the "cVea^'U ’of a duke, mar- 
to othyr instruments, than tAi^e£‘t.o w'hich quis, or eiyl, was SiK'A; *oirlhe cp^Mtion 
it at present applied. It had^n a former of a vi.seount. 1.50.'. ; .WSon the creation 
occasion, bieii in (^nteniftlationtto apply q/' a be.rori i 00/. and could see no 
that principle to all convcf^ances fof real re.ason lyhy this country^^thould not adopt 
propehy, by making the iiistreftncna invalid the same rate of duty wdiiefi ex-in 
if the stanyiswere not of the legal4mounl. that. Some slight alter«tie6n7was* trfHie , 
But, as it would be hard to remder an in- made in the duty upouThc ^ii^t of lei^TSf 
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•of rrovMi lands. At present*it was 204 ron^Meration should notex^'iaiJ 150/. thjt* 
anjJ where the lease was beiiefiiial, thad dutyi^S to be 1/.; between that and 
^^•as not an im|>io))er duly; but us uiuieii 300/.^/. lUs.; between 300/. and SOOI. 
,.iJM^‘'{>reSfiit regulations, the leases of crown 2/. betw een i'U’,'/. and 750/. 5/.; 

lam^were no more hem lieial-than th^)^e betvseVn 750/. and l|00/. 7/ 10.s.; but 
of ,Ay private individual, the duty ought in noAinstanco to cxVccy one pcr-cen^.., 
nt{ to be levied miles', wheie the lease upon l.V coii'-ideralu^. Upon the^ie £l»- 
wii benelii i.d. 'Die public would not be stniinenN and the ;v-i'Suablc proidi-yry 
•a lj,ei liy this rulm lion, beca .^e the party notes, hetcalculated for the advance in th^ 
p.iid les", in pioportion to the aniiHmt J( the stamp duties to the extent 
f-trtA>mil of the duty. L'pon the gr.int.s of of 200,(«K)/. And he had brought this 
money and pensions, it was proposed that fonvard‘jliefore the recess, iin'.vrder that 
the duty should aft.K h upon the ad valo- gentlemin might have the loSger oppor- 
",.n pfincipleon the higher grant-., tliough timity of considering the diiierent parts of 
It would apply on a rediiitd .scale to the the inea.siirc by referrii^'to the Schedule 
lowei. \ doty was a!'O to apply to poll- which they would have in their hands. 
i.ic>, -jf insrfrance on liviwinch hid InI'li If he had oimlfod any thing in the Sche- 
e.M'tnpln' in Isoi, ihongli tlnr.-vvas nd.^diile, he ahonld be happy to avail hlimelf 
leasoii why tin y -InuiM In so exempted. I of the lUggOstion of any lion. gent, to sup- 
\not!n‘r head to uhici/'lic widied to | ply the omission* Ilu jvas aware that it 
(.ill the attention c>f the «oinnntti e, vv vs wiatld hive been more eems-onant to the 
the 1 ise ol Proinissorv Notes re'-i-.ita-I usii il practice to liave kefit back this State- 
ble. i".i.e(| by persons calling theiiise Ives vntnfcill afier the Loan should be contract- 
bankii>. lie piopo%ed ihu every per- t d for, o *‘.,51 appearcjil tc/ be much inoru 
.soi\ isaiinusiuli re-issuable notes should lor thcconvL'i.i.c'c.w(ifihe house, thattheiy 
pay 2('/. a-\eac tor a liccpi'e. 'Die duty should be put m possession of the state- 
npoii .-lull note^ vva-. .it ji.i -< nt ‘}e/. e.ich. lueiit m lime to alien'd an opportunity for 
and lie pieiposi (I to i.iise flie iliity upon all mature; ciinsieleration. The right hoii. 
to icL I aeh, but vvlien the note- vvi le p'ay- genlo concluded wnth re newing his first 
able only in one .place, the duty was to be- Resolnlioi: .stating the unappropriated ijiCir- 
tie/. ( i( h. A'lollu'i'.I'tciatum w-Is intend- plus of the Coiisolidate'd l-'uiid, on tl>? 5th 
«(I ic l.itivo to the nianiK r of (I'.tnsfe'iring tile ol'Apiil, 180<s, to have been 72(j,ti70/.-»-. 
.sliare^ i t .Joint ''tot!, Ceenpame- ,\l pre- On the ipieslion being put, 

.sent the dul\ wa col lee I e.l only inpmpoi- lilr. liidiMph theuight the arrangements 
fiijii to tile noniiiial value, but it ajipe.ucd fin the scivice ot the present ye'ar might 
to hull tliat it ''lioul.l I.e in [uofu.rtion (o and ought to be made vvilhoiit any addi- 
Ibe icnl v.vlui*. As t(. I iw ]„ucr-ediMg-,, tion.il tavi's. lie ieto,rU,.^ndc(l the crea- 
t!c-y weie alic.idy so liicbly huAbei.ed, lion ol‘ .i lo^itingent fitnd W the sale of 
tii.it no ailiiilioii e uuld po‘sibly'he iii.iile'lo (’iown-Ij»”.^s, to wbieli tlye public'might 
1 .fin. 'Dicte W(ic iinlv se.ine .auall ih- become >/n.mts. 'Ihe sums (or which 
>'.m. I s, wh cb e' old -s ireely be i oiisidetv Crown rents might be sold v\ere almost 
e (1 but a-omissu'iis 111 ylie \ car 1804. Thus .meouti wable. One hundred poimd.s had 
he pn.jio.c-d a dicy of one SiiiUing on .ill beeh dtuiamieel of him fora rent oI 8s. 9d. 
.summonses beloic Ji master in cliancery. Such p.vits as uilghl be sold to advtentage 
With.iespect to piobatc’s of aJmini.stiatioi/ miurtt he dispo.sed of, rand the sufii ot 
in Scollanii, the duly was to apply in the 000,000?. might easily be ’C''c<i<i*d, so as 
same iiramier as in Lngl.ind. As to Icga- to bo available alter the first divideiftl; the 
cits, the duty aitpiied' on -all aboye /it)/., surplus e>f the Con olidatod FiiAtl to be 
except a r<,!rtdne, and (hen the duty dul brought in aid, vvl'/'iiever lyiy deficiency, 
not alt.icli till the re .idiie canunnied to «h(mltl re'ipnie U.— Afier a few obsei'va- 
-ItaO/. It wa-proposei that the duty shod'd lions fiotn Mr.'1 ievney, Mr. Giddy, Mr. 
apply indi'e rimiiiatelyto residue and Icga- Vaiibittana.i'id "Ir.^jiJbibkisson, the 1st re- 
j'ie^ar It remaiycd l^lii'ii only'to explain solution wAt'd, and the report was 
liovvythe pi.it!iipi<y»^ieyl^lated was to apply' orderedWeteived lo-monovv. 
to coh^vc^aiiti's. ^SrTie ilnly'at piesi'iit was [On uutsA n Reversion Bin..] Qn tho 
.305. oiy all ci/hi'evant es of land. 'I'liis tiuen^oii Ih'Alie thud I■eadl^lg »it the Bill, 
duty lie propos^^ to lowt'r on the convey- Mr. j^ilbrc^ii said, that it tiad been the * 
aix:e$ of siivaller pi'upi'rty, and to faise it in inclination ejl his mind to have ojyiosed 
a poi}vif(ijt.'n4a4he value on the higher de- the third reading ot this Bill, in order , 
vjjices of ptoyiljS^^lu all cascs where Ui^the^^ujus^ might lake another course. 
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tvMS^ave appeafcd to him] 
Having hoivever converse 


m 

I 

‘fvhich 

t&itab/e. 

np'on the subject with his hoiy ftiends 
who sat near had conper/etl to 

give up his formcij intention, and/iot to 
•^miosc tl»e thirtPfcading. He nipst say 
li3lve\er, tliat he contclved tlvat tmt house 
wamextreniely tetider and cautions of any 
dif^rence the house of Itinlf, especi¬ 
ally when it was recollected that the house 
of lords hgd now rejected a secqid time, 
B bill whiai had passed that hunl^c almost 
unanimously, on the rccoiiimcnflalion of 
a committed specially appointed to en¬ 
quire into the situation of the public 
finances. That comniittre had pointed 
out ways and means to the amount of 
65,000/. anrtually, which was aif object of, 
important consideration. A.s‘ the house 
of lords had twloe re jetted a bjll svhicli 
came from such strong recommendation, 


in Reversion Bill. 




t'cmedy the evil it professed to prevent ajto-' 
gather. /Je coiisidered it merely a® a cqim, 

^noniise made with a party that nob^y 
knew, and whicli that house ought > 

submit to. The bill in itself was 
either good or bad. It it were go6-;, •. * 
ought to meet the universal eonciirrel'cr; 
of the house; if it weiv bad, it was rn- 
titled only to general rejection. It oiHit 
however to be recollected that it w'UsV ■ 
commended by a committee espi'cidll^ 
appointed by that house tS) eiicjuire into 
aiul take into consideration the slate ot the 
finances of the. country, who had rvcos" - 
merwled the measure as a primary step 
towards making much more extensive and 
jinport.’.nt reforms and retreiiclunt'iits; 
and he dui 'Mt [lercctve that it was o[>- 
posed*by any^u..' .save thosn'who wens 
decided cnemils to any reform af all. 

' Taxes to a very great amount, had been 


thcr they would adopt the exped^sefTt thal; 
was now proposed ta^them.lFie thought 
the conduct, of hi?^BjjW!ty’s ministers 
w-as soihewhat suspicious. The right 
hon. chancellor of‘the exchequer hail 
miilcrcd the bill to pass through that 
hpu'-ft without the slighte.'it oppositiofi, and 
BtVrwards, by his own cotif’Cssion, con- 
ccft/hl with a noble lord (JIawkesbury) to 
‘ move an amendment to it in the other 
bouse, lie thought it not very docoions 
for the right hon. gent, to confess m that 
house, that he had connived with any of 
bis colleagues t^ defeat the. objiu-t and 
intention of a-^uill whicii he .suffered to 
'pass througl/tha\; liou.se w^bout opposi¬ 
tion^ Those CM cumstances nia|yrf liiiu very 


he could not but doubt very imicli^wbci}«iy,'P^'®'^^^ ^be people, and he allowed 

” * iiu.st properly imposed; becau-'C their 

salety, and sc*curity in c\ery thins t|;iat 
was dear to them dojieuded on it. No 
man should however tell him', that jilares 
could be suflered lobe gi\i n tu sucklings, 
vvithoutthe greafe.stdisad\aulagcsrevuliirig' 
then'fVom. The cliaiicellor of the e.xehe^ 
(jiicr was suppo.sed to h»ve a considerable 
share of power over the king’s «.onK< icnee ; 
oml how could he in any reasonabli: way 
grant a re.version of tkat ' lie could not 
but feel hostile to the bill allo,gether ; but 
the preamble was sufficient to make him 
so, I'or It went only to snspeml that ivfilcb 
he thought sliould be enlircly nbuti:,hed ; 
and lit. wa.s .sure the country looked for 
spinelliing more efleclive than such a half 


diffident of the success of thi^expedicnt pleasure. He called the attention of the 
that w’as now proposed, but nevertliclers,ynousc to the situation of the countrv—1«, 

«- I 1.1 ___1_I* .1 . . r-t .i*' 


he should not oppose the third reading of 
the bill. * , 

T^n; VhancfUor of the JLxchcipier maintain¬ 
ed, that ill romlivirig, as the l^on.'gent. 
fcrin^|d'^T,'‘wtth his Colleague in another 
house, he had only, been actuated by a 
wish, th?it the housn of lords should not 
4-omplelely dcfcatj^ill which had been 
ipproved of by house. He saw no 
ch&nce of its pae'mijfthe hou.^ of lord.s 
without the nmeiid ^ '!n ^w| |Wtdf had lieen 
pmposed. If there wa^lfew,thing impnj- 
per, to the ideas of the nl/i%wfember, in 
the siigge.stiftn of that ainf^lnvent to his 
colleague^he could only say\th'Jt ]/j was 
not aware of any^uch fettling. 

M. A. Taylor exprf.*.sed himself 
dcciueclly hostile to the. presr-iu.^bill, be- 
'itause it 'did not, in his mind, tend to 


tile very heavy taxation to which the peo¬ 
ple were liable ; and yet he was happy 
to say, there never was a periotl in the 
‘history of the country in which tlwi’^eople 
.shewed a w'ariiier zeal for its interests, or a 
more determined loyalty towards the ex- 
isliqg govoriimiMit. 

Mr. Fuller tljought the IioIAr was not in 
a situation to give an opinion of what 
gentlemen on the other side would be ^i, 
at one time they fkere satisfied with the 
hill, now they wetV^isr'.ili.sfied. U,”.’® 
impossible to nnircj;stliti,v-t*r(-ir meadiitig. 
They had*talked a grdftl»deal aiio^u^laces 
in reversion, and of the^i|CPSsityiof shiit- 
ftiig the book. Why hmrnot .the minister 
of the 3ay, to whom thMe gci»tlcmt;|: wrere 
attached, who received of 

the public money—wii^liiid^not he be^^.” 
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■ tijc first to sliut the book ? ^Here then I howJ had beeit told, that 1^/ 4P^iog thi,' 
iv§s a cry of name ! name! whfch cot^il I formujjjtiill they were eutrenchine upcm 
«iijied for some time, until— f the i^rogativc, of the crown. Tnc,pre- 

r^i-l’bc Spiukcr observed to the hon. gent, rogalvc' however^ i‘;e. must contend, 0 ^ 

. (ha'il^iie must see the inconvenience result- incro.V'cd fourfold to n'hat it was in form- 
in»Jfrom allusions to former debates. ' er tiiVs. .Instead m" the former bill*, 
>, J\lr. I'W/rr proceeded. lie thought there being yn inrringem''iit upon the 
IK >er vi'a.s a lime ill calculated to bring gative, '>t was, in ^ct, a shield frbnrfcur 
iu ward such a subject. When the coun- croachn i;nt. lie tor one was a firm mend 
had a minister who set himself forward to the lycrogalive ; but he could not at 
"tis'an honest man, which he certainly was, the s.mii lime forget that the constitution 
he could nut help considering an opposi- providei that thi.': bouse should 'hold as sa- 
tion of this kind us the most unprincipled cred tlv rights of the natich. It was 
that «ver exi.sted. They only wished to therefore the duly of the legislature to 
set themselves up in the places of the pre- preserve and protect the one, and guard 
sentadmiiii.stration. (Much laughter from against the other. Tne hon. gent, them 
tiic Opposition side of the hou.se.) 'As fur alluded to the speech of an hon. friend of 
you,' said the hon. geut., ' I have knowSt^ his (Mi» Ward) on a forn^cr night; a 
you these thirty years.’ « • speech which no panegyric of his could do 

The Secretary at War .^iposed the bill, justice to. With the si^itimeuts contained 
a.s nut likely to produce any good eilect in that Speech he concurred, and with bis 
vvliatevcr. It had been hold up as the hon. friend lamented to sec the names of 
coriKT-stoiie of a .system of reform wltich *jtriiiees of the blood, recorded in oppost- 
)ie was much afraid could never be rea- tion to the bill. lie would not suppose 
lized; and it was a duly which the house that they w&nt.into the house other than 
peculiarly dwed to themselves, by way as pcer.s of parliament, nor that the votes 
of .supporting their own honour and dig- they had given proceeded from any other 
nily', not to bolii out Hopes whicli must motive thkn a thorough conviction of the 
inevitably be disappointed. He had no injicious tendency of the bill, lie must, 
doubt but the (’onimittee. of Finance had however, deprecate the eilect on the pub- 
great merit, not only'in the diligence of lie mind, lie would suppose a case: It^ 
tbeir re.scarches, but in the acutencs.s witli miglit be said, that u faction existed,'irh»l;. 
which they were desirous of entering upon that faction had in view no fttber object^ 
the investigation of the public expenditure; than to refuse a redress of grievances to 
yet he was of opinion, that no false hopes the jieople. If it should be so said, and 
or expectations .should be held out to the that it was the determined intention of 
people .at the present moment. that faction to nip the ."ivst appearance of 

Mr. Lyltleton alluded to the ex;5ressions reform in tl^ buil, what w'^^ld the peo|''e 
of Mr. Fuller, who appeared to suppose of Engl si ;i say upon re^dil^ the .names 
that in his characteristic coarse,nes.s he rfo- of the p.'ihce.s of the blood 111 hostility to 
nopoli.se(l in his own brea.st the whole pir the m<-a.sure of refonn. The houses of 
litical honesty of that house. With re- parliament ought to be guided in their 
spoct to the bill, it was the peculiar pro- prflceeiliiigs by ron'>lilutional principles, 
vince and duly of parliament to regulate The jirinces or the blood, the noye.« and 
find u'jtch over the distribution of the pubirt; chiefs of the land, would consult theA own 
money; to sec that it was not lavishly ex- dignity*by ab.stainiiig from opposition to 
pended'; and to be frecjucnt in the ever- tlie meaj^ure. He tru.sted that tliil house 
ci.se of those funclion.s, whieb as the re- would be able to overcome the faction, to 
pre.scntativ^ of the people, were vested subdue, and linall ' expel .tliem froin'*?4J 
in them by the constitution. At this mo.st control over the ie.sj oiisible iiiinisters of . 
ihiportant erbsis, any thing which rebfted the crown; and that fiy so doing, redress 
to public economy w-as not unimpuitaut. of grievances mij^K i|o longer rcniaiu a 
^t,lwcanie the^legi.s'aturu to institute in- dead letter ’^ > tne"iV»n.«titulion; that the 
qujW, to L^^sc.y’aiid to p»event, as atuchu>. 5 iv'I#;;' the people might thereby 

mucft.as.Aay in»vli6ir [Kiwer, prodigality, be cultis&tqd ; and that now, when it was 
F'or th^e reasun^, he, as one delegated by mo^|^ want'xl, it might be secured, 
the people, cou'ly not approve of the mid4]e ■ hero arsse agdin, and cx-* 

which th'^bouse were now*pursuing claimed, th^t the words inifmled to biiu by 
ir> sju< 4 »^i 4 ’g»^,'“imill—a bill which savoured the hon. gent, had not been spoketf. 

Jljfore than oi‘ spirit, The j had ueVer said he possessed al^the horwjs- 



^5} PARL DEBATE^ ApRn\n. l$08.^Budge(. 

••tysin theh^6e'!v-(near 1 he^ir!) ‘ I cAj^’ 

(said the hon. gt-nt. with much cHu^y); 

‘ throw as much folly and ihickliradcdciess 
into his iiuiu-sciill.’—A(»rdfi'! orth^rfo* 

Mr. LyltUion inadij some ohsciva/ions, 
good-huiiiouiefL;^lone, by way rc- 
ply i|i tjic last s^^)eak^l(_; in \’vlii<‘h /in oh- 
scrv'e^, that tlio hon. f'ciit.'ivas imdoibu-flly 
jmsscssed of every qualily which w/s Cither 
agreeable, coiuinciii<j, or persuasive. (A 
laugh.) ^ 

Mr. W. SivM said h c would supiort tlio 
prc.scnl bill, rallier than run the clSinco of 
losing it eiilirelv. He oliscrveil, with 
much irony, nin.n tjic polite, nrliane, and 
gentlemanly lomliicl of the hon. member 
who had that night, been .sooften declared 
out of order ln^' the cli.sir. * 

Mr. IVaiougJJjj/ spoke in favour of the 
bill.—It vvonhl refliiTt boftour on the hon. 
gent, who brought, it. in ; .iiid, il passed 
by the other house, would also add honour 
on the administration under \v!io»e aijspicc.s 
it was carried. * % x 

land I‘on!tc'.ier thmiglrt* it ItcUer that 
• the hill shouhl be read a third time, and 
then such modification,s a.s might |je deem¬ 
ed necessary could be proposed.- —[Tiio hill 
w'as accortlingly read a tliird time.]—The 
noble lyrd then piopo.sod rerlafti aniend- 
Mnems,'with the view of rceoiieiling the 
^iT fto w hatjWas originally^ in the eoiitem- 
t jdationoi the house, lie should deploreanv 
dillerence of opinion between that liou^e 
and the house of lords ; hut they smely 
did not ask too much of tlidr lorddiip.s in 
requesting thatyliey would siispeinl tiieir 
opinion i’or a.Acasfm, and gtejit to the 
conimt'nis a *orh. of arnii.stie(\Lfili the 
grounds on which they ditlered were ev- 
plainc'd. They were not to go to their 
lorcl.shij>.s as sturdy beggars, who, if they 
could not get their petition granted Vi* 
one sj^npc were ready to accept <)f it in 
anothcM'. What he proposed was, ^lat the 
word ' rnttlfibit’ should he re.<tored in the 
preamble of the hill, instead of the word 
sujpciKhMl,’ and that tlm words ' wi'ii the 
vi€\v to inquiri«.s novv,f4^iding in the house 
of commons,' also ^ the preamhle, he. 
omitfed. The only «ther amendment lie 
should propose was the endur¬ 

ance of die bill to six vveidiS^^^r the com- 4 
mencement of the next sesainNj^parlia¬ 
ment, which, being more in\niSon with 
|h,e former, pideeeding.s of tW, hj[j(!.se, 
would be csnccdint> Jess oiftiieir pjrt.'anrr 
would desiring le.ss on the ^jart of the 
Jords. He concluded by moving, one of 


his amendments. 


[91. 

Mr. Bankes should be ahv.iys ready to 
fi^g forward the pnisent measure whem 
h.iw any chance of succeeding in i/j 
hut he did not pledge himself to agitj 
it at all limes, whetlier success waste 
looked for or not. He should prefer ti, 
bill as it stood to an atldre.ss to Ins majcsl-*^ 
as he should conceive tlie concurrence li¬ 
the other house in the present hill went J)*. 
pled ge them to the principle of the me^', 
sure'. He was sati.stied \>ith having the* 
praelice suspended in the mean time, ami 
lioped the period was not far di.stant, 
win n he .should be able to do a great'slca^ 
more. 

Mr. /iofi/rt.soH (honglit iberouniry would 
find (he”'.se[\es disappointeil in the public 
/■(ivaiitages t;.ecteil to bedeiived from 
the ineitsm e, w lyi. I would not'take elf a 
siiitile hurilien. 

.Mr. ‘I'krtiiy ohsi rvod, that a noble lord 
had,said thu*' ho hi'l "'’t wish ti» go like .a 
beggar, with a club and crutch to the 
liou.se of lords. Now, it was his wish, that 
having hel'on' gone with a elnlt to that 
limi.si', lhal nel)lc lord, or any other nieni- 
her of that Iioiisi', should not now he sent 
lip there limping upon rrutelie.s, and beg¬ 
ging alms oi them in the name of that 
house, it W'as Ins widi that they .should 
t'unlMiui' to oKpn ss their st ntimciitf;. not 
eaplioii.sly, or ni a v( xatious nianner, but 
boldly, manftillv, and c’onsiitutionallv, as 
they were warranted in .supporting the 
coiisisieiiey of that house ; that they 
.should go hand in liandvtilli the wishes 
of I'le country; and if this mode of 
proceedifig .should he foimd to fail, that 
anjunnhle Addtv.ss sluiiild I e preaented 
U^iie throne, where tiny would be sure 
of obtaining success ; wliere no dark iii- 
(ri^gui* or uiicoustiliitisinal influence, could 
intervene. M'heru places wore aseful, 
they ought to be giaiitid in possession 
only, because then the possessor ain’> his 
eapacity were known ; whereas, i)‘a use¬ 
ful plaec w.as gr.anted in revulsion, an 
idiot might rise from hi.s cradle to inherit 
the office, or the places migftt*revert, as 
was^late.ly mentioned by a worthy baronet 
(sir J. Newport) from the .son to the fathef,' 
and the reversion bc\dclayed so long tliat 
the father would be inc^iK'itated by 
to perform the diitieWt^llM^He. Gen¬ 
tlemen coul9 hardly riwihv to uegp^that 
useful places ought to be\kppt in H5.sprve, 
in^irdcr that they might ^filled by fools 
or dotards. On the oth^r haffd, eve 
the place was unnecessar5ts;prtwj-p^^^ 
man, no man m his setKt6e,"1ll|fact, wxiu,^ 
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afl^isp that, the coitntry, in a time of ex\ 
tr*or(liiT!iry pre>5siire, ought to be deprivsr<j 
W tho o|>|wianiiity of being relieved frodf 
pressure by the abolition of such use- 
places. III common policVi therefore, 
reversion ought to be pot an end to 
7. lall eases. If the ]>rerogative of the 
gJiiiif? b'lig oaf? even to be in some de- 
io prevented from anticipating the re- 


iL lyl 1808.'— IBudget. ^ ^ [3^ : 

tnrjflw stiggcste*d by it. To tini mnst be* 
attfilTitfcd the palpable defcctiverKws of 
the Warned gcntltrinm’s reasoning; which 
appV^red to him less erroneous with 
respeU to principles, of .politics than of 
law. The learned g?At. had adduced tl.i" 
.situation of Europe.'anti the ciiciynsitan- 
ees of the limt's as argnrnciits in fuVour 
of prertigative ; even if this sranting of 


*s(firce"i of the royal estate, it was It) be rover iims was an aliuse, the.se were not 
'recollcrtod that the legislature at all times limes ii'juliieli it ought to be rtistrained.—, 
owed a duly If) wlioe\er might be tile sue- VV'as it|possible wc eotdd cast our eyes 
cc.i.sor to tlie throne—tliat they should .see ' t.s or the map of Jliirope, or the page of its 
tout •.'lie estate" was not mortgaged, audits histoi'v fm* the best fifieen years, and .stil) 
resources anticipated. Uather than that be advocating despofr.wi, and |)nt.ting our 
any comyromisc should take place, he trust in siaiuling armies ’ Should we 
■shotild wish for the honour ol’that house ne\cr li;ani that an armed people, proud 
that it should stand upon their Joiirnal,‘i*j <d‘, and fle\oted to libtrly, t^as tlie only 
that they were eoiisislcn^ in tlu iP rceog- ! melhod of making a country micompiera- 
nition ftf this prineiplc'«>f economy. Jf j Ide. and a govAiiment .secure' What! 
the Ijill sJiDiild atiervvards be lo.sl cl.se- | was il any want of prerogative tit vt made 
where, the pnblie might then have,, an ' .An.-tria, Prussia, Russia, and ail the dcs- 
opporlnnily of jiidgiiig which brunc/i of ■ pols of Imropo fail at the feet ol T ianoc? 
(lyt legi.'.lafurc was best eiililled to their i Or was it the want ijl'tlieir sultjecls hearts 
confuleiue. | th-;t deprived iliem of energy and sup* 

Mr. So-piii-nx opposed the amendment of i port; lli.it left them in the Jionr of dan- 
ihe noble lord in tolo. It hail by no | ger iibandoned anif forliiiu ? This should 
means been ycl proved tliat the practiee j teach [irinccs and stales, that those who 
of granting oliiees in reversion was in- j hail been aecU'lomed to ‘ crook the jireg* 
lurious to the cirnntry, and il appeared to j • nant iiiilges of Ihe knee' lietbre one mas- 
iiiiii to be at least a very f|ue.slionablc { ter, cmiid as e.i-ily pi rform tJie « ame " 
a.ssertion to eoniend that it uas .so.—lie j ba-oiiL.s. Ik lore jiiother; wl'ifb consult 


maintained that Ih.; I.uigua:;e lately uscl j r.iiion iniglit |>nt (hein out of l<ne witli 
ill parliament was calculated to iiuimidale flatiery and fawning; and teach them, 
and dispirit the people from bearing up : that ile.spotism was not los impotent than 
against the .slumi.s with wliicli w«‘ were ) cruel, not le.=s marked by infiiinj' than 
now threatened. Eay, it wa.s ealcuhated folly; nor more to lie .'lalcd than de- 
to exasjioratc them against miiii.sicis and spisci.— I.V* had learnt, i»<jt only from 
ihcir sovereign. These were times i.f ijii- limsc gr*;^it writi'is wiio.te 'dicory,*a.s the 
common dillieulty and d.iu ^i r, and tlic.e- learneil gent, said, uiifortuiuitely diliered 
fore the king’s |uerngati\e ought to lie from file praeticc of the constitution—he 
.streng'hemd, insteail of being curtailed liaj! learnt not only from them, but also 
that Ills luaje.sty iniglit jm el ilic common ?jf()m high prerogafivo lawyers, amongst 
daiigei with increased energy. 'J’he.se olhprs from sir II. Einch^, the lii^h jire- 
were not times in which to harass minis- rogativc lawver, in the high prerogative 
(rrs w ilii frivolous and nugatory debates. times of tliat high pn'rog,iliv4 king. 
Sir /•r.iwe.’s’ Burdclt eninhnted file ar- Charles’the first, who lost bis, head for 
gumcnt.s of the learned gentiemarv (Mr. his prerogative, which he owed not a«|.it- 
.Stephens)f''tvho having rebuked otliers for tic to Ids hi,gh pi erogativ'V) lawyers, thift 
the temper shewn by them in this deliate, thougli the prerogative extended, as they 
riud himself exhibited more of what was said, to every thing, ySt it could not ex- 
pocuUarly denominated temper, than he tend to abuse,being in its nature 
! 'II often W'i‘ncsse:i in that house. In- for the Jien .li, it could not be exerted to 
dciHj, tho'*'{'i+»t>tft'se.f'lcch of the learned the injui^y'r-the public. Why', then, the 
gentl.->ni*;n secinSd to have probceded from questiorf v/as, were thofe reversionary 
it, coi:Ki.sting 'cliielly of reileetions cast plaV*? fe^ the benefit or injury of the pub-« 
upon persons rit longer in officj!, and'*it3 lie? TSiit, they Vere pointed out as a griev- 

wJide .scope aiKl/tcndency seemed to have -*— -—*- 

) ither than the question, or * Sec Cobbelt’s Parliamentary History* 
"■V/y of tlioseconsiderations na- of England, vol. ii. p. 35. ’ 
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<Mis injnrj^and alniKe l)y the comtnitwk of ‘/ind raising the expectation of the i)r<*plc, 
this house. Tins house had a(l<iplt;^tfiat ‘fojily torfisappoint it; it would ailoi*!!ihciiyi 
principle, iVauied a bill ackiiowledgibg it, ‘Vno relief.* Now, lie perfcctlv agiced^ii 
and aliolishing it. biit^l'e were now #>'he to the iiiadeipiaey of the measure—d*f ■ 
told it w.as unp 2 ^lul/hli; to tlie lordw that sinaliiiess of the boon; but, it was a 
“^-ssejmist yield it to tyeir ])rejudVcrs: mut it meiicement of rrdorin, it aeknowled^ 
con<|ei'}ied loo dsM'ply'^he honour and ch.!- the principle—the necessity j and theret: 
ractq" ol the coninioiis^ which ho would j fore, he should vote Ion it. lie wou.l- 


not consult to yield to the preji^dioo <ir j also observe, tJiat it was the last drrtt 
the pride or the covruption of itu; lords, I that made the cup to ovcitlow ; th^, 
against wli((:h ho would oppose tlj* privi-j the people were full of grievances aiul" 
legc.s of the < ouimoiis. Nor wjudd he [ sullcriugs, tossing and tumbling on the 
consent, that the commons, in a measure, j hed of sickness; that they at presi.'iit 
no matter iii.w MU.dl, (.!’economy, of sav- turned their anxious eyes towards *<1 hat 
iiig the pciiple’s pockets, ot controlling hou.se for relief—that,they .should beware, 
public expenditure, should hate an inch of how they disappointed them, luid turn- 
privilege, mucli ll^s saerifu'e the piinci- ec^ their eves elsewhere in despair.— 
pje, whieh, irt tact, was the \\lu>|^ ol tliis J|iut, it .set'inc-'- that mini-stors ohjeeted 
bill, llie hon. i,eiit. who brought for- to a melisHre so|Pi,'''e(piate, .so ptdtrt'’, not 
ward this hill, now prophnsi to Jie ren- worth the peop'fr’-, acfept.niee. 'Fhey 
dered totally worthless, by a l oiujiromise had better .stomaclis for reform—w’autei 
with ministers, (and lor w liem he ccrt.iin- soinpihltig more suhstanlial. He suppo- 
ly enteriainetl a hetti'i'opinion than he luul' sell *thoy wished for some imlependent 
been ))leased to prof\f.s he i niertained for eoimtrv iiiciuher to g»t up and [propose 
him) reeallcd to lii.s mind, upon this or- that the ancient midouhted light of the 

• casion, Jfottoni the weaver, wiio jdaying . pi-ople to unriiial parlimn uls,'eho.seii by 
the pait ol laAu in pageantry Ip'lore the ! lliem'rdv'es, should he rc.-ioied—^>l• tliat 
Court, and being excessively a|ipreh( nsi\« no peisun bribed, ^lr who should In* brih- 
lest he .should cause any alarm, wheil he cd hv a plai e or p>'tision should have a 
makes hi.s appearance in his ikm’s hide, seat in the commons iubUNC—tliat th« 

** poi> a lii.s head through a hole in ihe neik, i gooil old l.tvvs ofthe hind, M.igna (’harta, 
/Snn say.s, ' vlrm’t be alarmed, for 1 who I j’ill of Kiglu.s, and Act of iSetthmieiu, 

‘ act I.ion am not JJon, hut llottoiri tJie I should be re.slored, by iic|)oaling ail tho.se 
'weaver, iloii’l. In* liighleiicd, and it you | uneonstitiilional acts wliirli had nearly 
' w'cre frighted, ’twen pity o'my life. I’ll , annihilated them ; or some other propo- 

* roar ye as g< 111 ly as any sucking lamb.’—'sit ion worthy to he entertained bv an 
The learned gent, who iiad luit sat down, j laiglish house of commons.-—lie eould 
had L*.xpres.sed,J4isdis],eliel of tkr existence I not .sit dtiwn without expre.ssing hi.s a.s- 
of any un...ijvisiii'utional iuilut^Vi e.xer- toiii.shnicnt at the tpiarter iVoin whence 
vised by irresponsible persons, and eon- the opposition to this very moderate nioa- 
troling the re.s[)onsihl<! miiii-tcrs. This sure came,—from those who, for doing 
influence, however, was felt early in the nojhing, had received,and were receiving 
pre.seiit reign, deiioimeed first by my lord large sums of public money, who ought 
Chatlvdri, and he helicv'ed the public was to bave been the very last to oppose it, or 
well coiivlueed it diil exist—a my^erious ■ rather, wlio ought to have been :imong.st 
and majlgn-nil power who.se hand, telt, not its most ehcarliil jialroiis and promoters— 
seen, had slab^ed the eonslitutioiv to the oven thougit actuated by no other motive 

Z *"!*—But of all the many curious cir- than jhal which guided every ]>rudent 
istaiiccs w Iftch had attended the pro- trade.sman, and make him citt^sider pro¬ 
gress of thi.s hill, iicrhiiig appeared to him sent security, as well as future gain. He 
more curious than<.he conduct of mini.s- would, and with no unfriendly voice, cal^ 
tors about it: they ^vists^ot for it, and upon those jier.sons tp consider, whether, 
they were not again,st court, by their oppusllion tht? bill of K;*- . 

tiiey apologized for tliem3elS(,jf^iying— vension, llicy might bill^Sf 

* We are not ajjainst it, hecauik^ it will <Io Resumption*; wliethcr'tkey mf^ht^'^not, 

*f you no hafiu to the peoples Wynkire by opposing this small com^nenceigent of 
* itot strongly for it’becaus# it, win*itd‘yoir reflirm, cause themselves .sj'eedily to hear 
‘ no g»od; we do not wish to delude you, sounds the most implea|aiit, iic slmuld 
' the measure is trifling, (nugatory„said the suppose, to their ears— 

' secretary‘dt war,) it would be deceiving thehi recollect, that ita?'?U*g)t‘the ' 
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lime in lli<' history of this tliaJ 

Un*nfccs.si(y of tin* tinins, hihI tbo iixlij;-; 
ii^ition uf tlic public, had echoed tlirouj^i" 
land, rcMiiue and refund. 

. thUjTj^r. H'int/fimn diil not think that th** 
ii\^..i!!.ure of aholishing Itcvcrsions would he 


nuut CalhoKc PetUion. ^ Laff 

J HOl)SE OP LORDS. 

* • Twsda^, April 1 ‘2. 

[^j\ficTMf.Nr BillJ h’arl Suuihopi" < tiled 
the iiJtciitioii of this hou^e to tin- inll, 
which he said purported he a hilJ to 


■f productive of advantage to the people amend the l?lvv, hut wMch, in lii^ opinion, 
lit, some of its warjnest advocates seemed leiuh'd to make it worse, lie tiv>ught 
I fy, suppose. The assertion of the hon. that part of the bill in particular which re» 

' ( .nonet, that it would l>c the cornmeiice- lated to [troceedings on inlorinaflon liighly 
*incnt of reform, was to him no recom- olijnetini'ahle. lie did not mean to dehat* 
nicndalion of >.t, Iciiowiiig, as he did, the ] the bill low; his object was, that a day 
rlreatiful dangers wdiii h niiglit ensue from slioiild ijj* fixed for the second reading, 

' misguided attempts at reformation, of .mil that it should be fully discussed. lie 
which wc had had Mitlicient examples in therefore, moved ; that the bili he read a. 
a neiglihoining eouiUry. As to ihe eor- ‘ind time on tlie Ihdi of May, and that 
Tiiption th'it was so generally asserted to tlie lords be suininonctl. 
exist among tlie iiigher orders, he coi.*- horil IJolland (hatikeil his noble friend 
tended that'tliat con upturn existed in an ‘for bringing this siihjiet fiilvvard ; and 
equal degree to the lov^er, and that the although the part of the hill alluded to by 
tre<‘ striu k its roots as deep riito the earth his noble, I'liend might (fot be exactly that 
as it elevated its branches into the air. on which he .siiould found his oi>jectiou.s, 
Mr. iS/ier/i/mi should not have lieen jjro- he yet must say, without now entering 
Yoked to say awoid also late an liour, hy into the subject, that this Jnll was a great 
atlfy thing hut the exlraordinaiy po.sition innovation upon the '?oi5stitution ; and he 
which he had just he ird from his right it usted when the day of discussion arrived, 
l'i«m. frii’iid. What! all corrii|>tion in fiie that those who supported t’c bill would 
slate was to he found only at tlie root! lie jirepaVed to state to the house the rea- 
'J’lie people were the root, and from the soi;.; on whii'li it was fouwiod.—Tlie hill 
people, llieii, sprung up all corruption 1 wa.s ordcr'-d to he read a ^nd lime on the 
lie must t)eg his right hon. friend to re- lotli of IMny, Uiid the lords to be .siiiu- 
collect that he Iiad successively re[)rcseiit- moiied. ^ 

cd sus'h a variety All places; vvhoiherthc f lh»'.i\x C vTitoi rc l’i:i niox»] Thedu&X 
county of Norfolk, the city of Norwicli, of i'um'Kilund acquainted liie house, that 
fit, AJawe’s, or ilighain I’errers, that even lie laid in his liaiuls a Petition from the 
a memory like his, and such a known ac- lord ma\or, eddermcii, and eoiporation of 
quaintance with the conslifntioii of jiarli,'!- the city sd'Duhlin, praying that house not 
riicnt, could not well enable him In say of j to acquiesce in (he jirayei of the Petition 
what place lie wa.s really the rcprc.seuta- pre eiu..d l»v* the Hoin.ui Cavl^dics of Ire- 
tive. His right hoii. friend had thieHy land. ll’,'s royal Ingliiiess* stated, tfial he 
insisted, that the root of corruption was to had had this Petition for some lime in his 
he liaced only to thfj people. He would possession, and was then induced to pre* 
tontetid the very contrary. It was go- *ser,t ir, in consequmicc of the notice of an 
verninent that was the seducer; tiu; irtteiided motion given on this :-,;ihjecl last 


uarii.a- i vne cuy su luunim, praviug iiiai nouse not 
say of j to acquiesce in (he jirayei of the Petition 
scuta- i pre eiiud the Hoin.ui Cavl^dics of Ire- 
hicjJv j land. lf’,S rosuil h'gliiies.'f stated, that he 


peojjle (he seiluced. 'I’he pre.sent cjucf.- night. 

tion would put it tothetist; and if his Imd* Auckland declared, that had he 
riglit hon. friend’s principles were to he liecn in the house at the time vvhV'U the 
adhered to, it would only prove, that the Catholic*Petition was jirescnteij, Jic sliould 
dripping.s(,$tlie top of the tree were'oflen have taken the ojipoilunity of expressin.g 
the real cause of tlie blighting of the the strong and sincere retjret lie I'elt at* 
Ijfanche.s, and the corruption of the r»ot. pressing such aVsuhject again into pujilic 
Where root, branches, &c. all were under- disciissi-un. Alter its •recent discussion, 
*Tnned, could any fair fruit be after ex- a diseiis!,i(.ri ihe nfost .serious and conclu* 
perted fr^m such a groiuid .<* sive ling ey-ji- look plate in the history of 

Tin; que.stioA ofciiig loudly called for, pailiainesl.^it was the «!ecl!ircd scii.se of 
tlie lu.^se divided.—For lord Porche.stci-’s they lordships, hy^ a greatjrnujority, not to 
Amendment, (>(); Against it, I I'J. AI;!*o- ticqVv.sf» in tli^ praye^of thei|)ctuioners;* 
rity.^ ill f.Avour of the Reversion Bill as hecouldnotBiitr<*gret,tliatlhesamesub* 
Air. Bankes, b'2. —'I'lie Bill jrct was a/taiii so precipitately pressed 
^u|as theni pavv^i(Jv.tl»it^ ordered to the lowJs. before tli^ attention of parlianietit, * 
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Lon! •BoUuiui never ^could aec tie to 
»th« valillhy of such a position, tl A be¬ 
cause, in iiirnier sessions of parli mient, 
•that litinst'. bad cotne^^o a decisuni : Jyersc 
to llie views of a eorftiin deseriptioi of the 
king’s subjects*.tbt’rcbx’e, tliat it ofieratcd 
as a bar to their fultu-e lu>j)e.s ftnd petitions. 
Hut vhat wwe tlie eireninstances whieii 
particiiluily marked ibis i;ase ? It was 
true, tliat tiie hoo.te did not accede to the 
pra 5 fer of the Jitrincr Petition, neither did 
it reject it altogellier ; the uu>ti(li was set 
aside by the earn ing «d' the pn;v|)Us ques¬ 
tion ; and it iiiiisl be in the recollection 
of bis noble friend, and of the other noble 
lords who beard Ifiiu, that many of those 
who then voted for the previous question, 
expressed themselves alone hostile to the 
time in whifch that Petition was [iresented.*} 
It surely might he. pre.siuned, that those 
objectiojis were letriored, and .that cir¬ 
cumstances luid since occurred to render 
it advisable for that body of peu(de ty 
submit their case to the legislature. 

Lord 7/«u)toA.ify Vitiiuated to Ids noble 
friend, that lie was under an error in suppos¬ 
ing that the motion founded on the former 
Petition of the Irish Catholics iVas over¬ 
ruled by the adoption of the pvev’ous 
question. Tlie fai t he believed to be, 
-that the motion for scuiliiig tiiut Petition 
to. a committee was rejected iiy a very 
consideraWc luajorily of tin*ir lord.ships.— 
The petition was then read, ami ordered 
to lie on the table. 

[Ornciis IN RicvEitsioN Hiu.] On the 
motion for the first reading of this bill. 

The I'larl of Mona said lie could not suf¬ 
fer it to pa-v'^ts lirst stage wft'iio^t making 
Koiuc obscrvVitidii.s upon its genital merits. 
Highly as he re.spectod public opinion, 
and tk'sirous us he was of always exhi¬ 
biting a willingiH'Ss to accede to ils jvdg- 
. inent, he still did not see any ground Vo 
change the opinion he liad on a (oriner 
occasion given iipnu this-subjcct.r it liad 
been totally iidsiinfler.stood by the public, 
and he va** one of those wlio could sec no 
ihniger from giving to the exerulive gi,- 
''verniiifiit tluU lamhdile inlluence, which 
ill the end provided foifthe coiuenis of 
the public. He has ready to admit, tliat 
•when the right of graiTling reversions was 
vested in the crown, it abuse, 

but Hill it was to lie reeidlojtcd, liiat 
•the practice l\id existed for 800 wars, 
t and had t^ie sanction oJJ aaciVii}..'''2'agc. 

If, indeed, any corrupt grant of this na- 
•,t«re *tiaci been made, or il*'there were 
" fibers wluoh stood in the way^of a salu- 
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,tary and wliolesome regulation, the exist¬ 
ence olj such circum.stuuc(s constil(iietl| 
.'#jlist ground for their particular inoilitu;^-." 
tion. The whole tenor of Ills uiajeslvv 
reign proved, that in his heiielicent in'" 
there predominated no feeling I’or a ri*^ 
rous exereise of the prerogative, wlu-’ 
that cxereisc licm hed upon the true ii^| 
rests of his people, present, he b. I 
no motion to .submit on this subject, bte 
more strongly to iiij))iess the opinion J»c» 
before, .staled, witli lespec^ to their loixl- 
ships seeking a conferem o. with the Jiour.c 
of commons, to .iscerlain their view^ upon 
tliat measure, and jiarticuiarly heeause, in 
one part of this liill, there was a n reicnce 
to furtlier objects of rel’oriii and retrwm h- 
I’leiit. 

Ear^ Cjosv:ho; aid, in tlie .second stage 
of tills bill he ould certainly feel it his 
duty t!> advert to tile obscrvalioas ol the 
noble e.irl. He then only wisln*il to know, 
w hen it was intend, d to read this bill a 
2nd time? 

XiOrd Uiush |>ro])osod the fttli *of 
May, wdiich was adopted. 


lioCsK oi eoMMo.Ns. 

Tituiilaj/, Al>nl J'J. 

[lioMAN Ca'IHOLK P.'.I J I ION. ] Mr. 
(Jralton observ..d, that he held in his hand 
a Petition IVoin .i miinerous body of men, 
styling thcjii.s.dves Roiwaii (aitholics, and 
pr.iying relief iVom t'tiat house, in the iiopc 
tliat they might be admitted to the fraii- 
< hises of the con.stitulion. Uo should not 
tor the ]>ro.sent enter into the niattci of the 
petitioners’ case, but content liimself w iih 
nioviii; that the I’eiition he received, 
ar.d he upon the table. Un the Ituli oi 
May, howeicr, he sliould submit a {no- 
position to the hogse iqani the subject. 
Tic fixed upon that day as the most t:on- 
veiiieiit to scveial geiitiemen who too!; a 
warm interest in tlie Petition, agd tie ‘ 
trusted it would prove, equally convenient 
to llie gentlemen opposite. He bad only 
to add, that tiii', Peniioii was signed by 
a grbal proportion of die nvjist respect¬ 
able nieiiibers of the Catliolic body, many 
of* whom had actually subscribed Uic. 
Petition, whilst others, whose names aji- 
{jcared to it, liad their signatures afi^c'J 
by authority giveii'^thtt^uajsoiis who..gib- 
senbed foivtliein. T?tflietitioii,'hQj';cver, 
lie should {11 esent us that of the^ersons 
otly who had actually ^subscribed their 
ow n sigoatures to it. He- movoil therefore, 
that the Petition he rcct^erLfcw? 
tThe VlteauxUor qf desi^l 
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to know what was the proportion the rial 
.^’gnatures bore to those wtiich ^♦ere af^xjd 
, tlie authority alluded to by the nglit 
Ml. geift. 

■> •- Grattan rejihcd, that he was not 
d to state the proportion, but that 
ober of signature.'! atlixed by order 
partir.s, auiouiited to several thou- 

,c >SjtjroXL*r .suggested that it would be 
.'niely desirable, if the right hon. gent. 

‘ ouiiJ ]j()iiit out any distinctive mark by 
wiiich which purported to be the 

.'ilgii^lurt's of the pavtio.s could be known 
iind di.stinguished from the real signa- 
lures. 

Air. Grtutan replied, that all signatures 
by tlie authority of the parties, were wfit- 
ten in the same haud,wwhereas the Oona 
./<Ve siMiiaiuns were written in the various 
liaiiil'! of the subsenbingper$on.s. He could 
piove tin! signatures of some of them him- 
.self, and ihe^e were men of the highest re-' 
.sjii'ctability, some of tliem, for instance 
lord I'ingal, being at pre.scnl in London, 
lie had .slditd in candour the nature of 
.some of the signatures, and with a view to 
eii.inl against .iny imputation that he had 
jiroseiited a J’jtitiori purporting to oxpre.ss 
the .scnlimtnis «>)' persons who had never 
.subscilin'd it. livery person whose name 
appiaiid to the Petition, was reaily to 
l ouiv' ionvard and *uhscril)o it, Init he hail 
(houghl it heticr to present the Pelition in 
its pic.'.rnt form than to send it back to 
Ireland aii 1 risk the consi'tjuenros of the 
variou.s meelings that must neces.sarily be 
ciillcd in order to obtain signatuitjs. 

Air. Jf. staled, that it was noto- 

riou-s that the Petition ha.'l been artu.Mly 
.suh.^i.ril;ed by sci eral ol'thc mo.st eminent 
and respeetahie meiivlx'rs of the Catholic. 
b(nly, .m l as such ought to be received. 

'I'lie L'liaiiccUor of the Exchapur felt no 
obji'.. I'on to receiving the Pelition, if tKat 
cou'.d be (lone without departing from the 
eonsiaht praclicc; of pariiamenf,. Prom 
the liulk of the petition, it appeurfd tiiat 
there was.**great mas.T of names annexed 
to it, and .iinongst the nnnilu'r, there must 
m.iny who had acdi.il'y signed it,*and 
whO'C u.unes niiglit be retained. But, if 
the signatures wliieh had not really been 
wcitien by-tlve fiarlies could trot be de¬ 
tach' d, he sho » d be rathef inclined to 
receiyi' tlie Pcciiion even us it was. If 
any iloubt existed as to the practicS of 
the^ liousitv he sltoukl certainly prefer re- 
ceivi*j^..-el'.,iJl*^uHoii, at the same time pro¬ 
testing ^'gain!^i'thi9 case being drawuliito 
VOL. XI. 
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ajilecedent, ilither than sen^ the PelHiolt, 
Ipcfc to Ireland tor signatures. But, it 
shoydd appear to be clearly contrviiy to 
theipractice of ^;;trliamcnt, to receive a 
petition under such ciicumstanccts, lie did 
not think, that ti>e.^hoii^ should depart 
from its regular inactice. .> Upon t^is point 
he ap])ealed to tin- Chair, at the same.time 
expre-.ssing a wislt, that some inodc! might 
be devised of sc-parating the actual from 
the vi jlual signatures, in order that the 
pc'iiticil might, he received consistently 
with toe forms of I he iiouse. 

The S/Kak<T having been appealed to, 
.stated, that it was cj^ltu dear, that if a 
petition was oilercd to that huu.se with 
signature.s, avowed not to be in the hand- 
writingiof the parties who?*! names they 
purported to be, it was not receivable. 
The simple remedy f|?r this was, if these 
signal ufe.s eouid be detached from the 
petition, to present it with such only as 
had been actually subsci-ibcd by the par¬ 
ties, in which ca.^* ilte Petition would 
be received. That house knew of no pe¬ 
titioners ; itiPbnsidered only the matters 
siibslanlially contained in the petition. 
There were two w'ays,’ by either of which 
the* present dilliculty might be got over. 
The sign; iiires whic h were not real might 
he erased, and the jictition presented with* 
the original signatures; but^that was'hev 
zarcious bolli to the pai'(ic.s and the lion. , 
member who should undertake to cancel 
any names appearing to the petition. The 
other course was, to detach tlu; .signature.s 
that were not original from the petition, 
and as far ns tliat coi/ld b,c done, to pfe- 
sent it with sueh of tlie .signatures 

as were annexed to tlie petition. 

Air. I'itriuj/ acquiesced in the rule laid 
down by the Chair in all ordiiiaiy cases, 
bA.t asserted that the peculiar circum¬ 
stances of the jiresent case were^sjich as 
to'except it from the application oUhe or¬ 
dinary rule. • There was no man from 
Ireland, who did not know thaf .two or 
three! millions of .signatures cduld be ob¬ 
tained (or the petition. Hie petition rriig.'it 
be received al the petition of those only 
who had actuany .subssrilied it. If the pe¬ 
tition had coni^ from persons partially in¬ 
terested, there might be some reason for 
inquirh:^ into the signatures, but as thi.s 
petitioi/ eicprc.ssed the sentiments of so 
laVfe a portion of the |>*eo[»Jt! of Jrelao^ 
no h'litii uuglft to bi* allowed to keep it 
out of tlijt house. He thought* there¬ 
fore, that it ought to be received upon th« 
assurance of his right bon. friend, that he 

D • 
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b^U^etl the nigiiatures to be those of 11 e 
}iarties, or annexed by the authority of hK-j 
parties. 

Mr. M, Vitz^ertild ()Aiight of Ke^trV) 
felt much d'ificylty ujjon the present oc¬ 
casion, bowing, as he. did, to ti.o authori¬ 
ty of thp Chair.' lie w'as convinced that 
more' inconvenience would result from 
sending the [letition back to be regular¬ 
ly^ signed, than from receiving the pe¬ 
tition in its present form. Having taken 
some pains to aMjcrtaiu the real 3ale of 
the case respecting the signatures to this 
petition, he could assure the house that they 
tVere 17,0{X) in nunyier, and that several 
thou.sahds of these were original signa¬ 
tures. Many ol the other signatures had 
been added on the authority of pttilions 
npon the same subject from different coun¬ 
ties in Ireland, w hich w'cr? actualjy snb- 
Icribed by the per.sons w hose naines ap¬ 
peared to them. When the petition wAs 
subscribed by several thousaTuls of origi- 
siguatures, it &ec:f>])e a seriou.'t rjnes- 
tion, if the object ot it was to be defeated 
by an error in point of form. Wjf sent back, 
it wbuld be eAsy to obtain mUiinh.s of 
subscribers, but he begged the house to 
consider wliat might bo the diect of refer- 
fing this petition hack to these' millions. 

it to hi.s majesty’s niinislcrs w'he- 
iber they wo^ild risk, by rendering such a 
. course uece.ssaty, the di.stnrhance ol' that 
barmony, which they were all so anxion.s 
to preserve. The signatures had been 
procured from all parts of In land, and in¬ 
cluded the most respectable amongst the 
Boman Catho^s, because it hW been ob¬ 
jected agr.b.»c fotmer petitions tlay 
did not express the sentiments of the w hole 
body. But if the house should .send it 
back, he was sure that the signatur^cs 
would be procured, in a temperate man., 
ner. Jitcre would be other petitions pre¬ 
sented from diflerent parts of the r<,iinfrv, 
and, as 4'<‘ understood, one i'rom a Norliicni 
countjs wi^h uinvarclsof 30,000 sigViatures. 

!§U' Roba't Pecle adverted .shortly to the 
Manche.ster Pefition for PtMce, whi( h was 
said to have r-oiitalned 47/)00 sigjtatmes, 
und stated, that he had since been inlbriii- 
ed th;U. there had been no more than ItJOO 
original signatures to that petition, and'j 
that luanj of the names annexed i^\X w< t‘c 
those; of men long dead. lie ufas glad the 
t»w ot iiarliaieiciit. h.adbe'cn now la jd ej^ n, 
becau.se, though it was th? *first ngnt of 
the sulk'll to bring his compKIht before 
‘ihat house, much inconvenience would 
arise It the jlrActice of atfnexing l%e hame.s 


18*'8 -—^oman Petitim, f36 

tt . O . . 

of' dead persons to petitions w^re to be 
cmlptcnan^ed. • v 

'Sir J. New]wrt deprecated every appJi.A« 
cation of the ca.se stated by the bon. bar', 
to the present case. Person* might d/ier 
on the question respecting war or jiea..'', 
but no man could doubt that the who'.; 
Catholic population of Ijeland were def - 
rous of being admitted to the franchis. s 
of the constitution. Jf ever the rule of the 
hoiee was to be departed from, it was in 
tile present instance. * 

Hir. Omtlaii lamented the awkward situ¬ 
ation in which the petitioners vtouiii be 
placed if this petition,sliould be rejected. 

It would be an inhospitable reception that 
wt^ld he given to the elaiin.s of tlie peti- 
^onei’S. If ilii rule laid down was to be 
strictly Observed,*.! would be'jiecnliarly 
severe with respect to petitions from Ire¬ 
land. bi'o member who might present 
^one from that country, j).irlienlarly if of a 
I poptflar jtAturc, could possibly prove that 
all the signatures W'erc real. Under these 
cirruimtaiices, the pcoph* of Ireland could 
have rto commiinication with th.»t house, 
lie had pre.scnted. petitions from several 
cities in Ireland, the signatures to wliicii 
he could not have verified. Tie left it to 
the good sense of tlie hon'.t>, whether they 
ought to be loo critical in judging nl'jic- 
titions, when they consctenliou.s!y Knew 
that the ])ctitions contalnefl the sentiments 
of those whose .signatures were annexed. 
He proteifted against the ajtplieation of the 
statement of the hon. baronet (.sir R. Peele) 
to tins case, because he w:r jierfeetly con¬ 
vinced, that the petition exjiressod the real 
seiijimeiits of all whose n imes were .siib- 
scrihed to it. If they sent I hat liack wliich 
other great bodies received, would not the 
"Ca/liolics of Ireland lie di'i'<!ur.tgcd from 
any connnunication tvitli the lower house 
o(| parliament ? lie rcmeiiibered having 
presented a petition at one lime to the 
Irish pariiament, wliieh hid 40 or 60,000 
.sigiiatunis, of vvhith only 7000 were ori¬ 
ginal,' yet that firoduced no difficulty. He 
knew it was discretionary in ftio house to 
reet^MVe the ])etiliori in its present shape, 
and he must j)ut it therefore to their disT- 
cix'tiou If the petition was to be sent 
back, and meetings should be^talled for ob- 
'taiiiiiig signatures, it was not'ttJi fanh. He 
wouldjiot miderfakc the responsibility ofit. 

could authenticate many of 'thtf'VignU- 
tnres Iiini^eff, as others could mvVny’more, 
aitd he llierefore again pul it tb tbu,godd 
sense and rfi.scretion of th« 
ceivc the jtetition. “ 
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Mr. WHIi&force observed,that there 'las 
/lut in any quarter adispositicut to objict 
Uo n-ceiving tlie petition, but eonterftl4d, 
^lat the" usual practice of the house with 
rt, pcct to petitions, signed by many 
itHiiies, was of most substantial importance 
^iid real utility, and ought nut to be 
^teparted from;, for much inconvenience 
jliight arise from a precedent .so eslablised, 
" 1 /ovvevcr strong tin; inducement might be. 

* Mr. Ticniejf explained, and desired to 
know, whether if the question should come 
to a vote and lie should vote for receiving 
thei(n;titioii, it would be any di.srcapect to 
the chair, after the statement ol tfie prac¬ 
tice of the houMj which had been so dis¬ 
tinctly given from the C-'hair? 

The Speaktr re-staled what he had 'An¬ 
tecedently communicated to tlw house*; 
and ob.served that it coidd be no disrespect 
to him, for any hon. member who thought 
oilicrwise, to \ote according to his indivi¬ 
dual mifircssion. He had when '«'allcd* 
upon, as it was his duty, stated the prac¬ 
tice of the house to the best of hi.s judg¬ 
ment ; arfd it would bo for the house to 
decide, whether it would adhere to its 
regular practice, or di^iart fi'Otn it in this 
iinlance. 

Tin; Cliancelltr of the Exchequer did not 
wish to reject the Petition; on the con¬ 
trary, he was disirous that it .^h'luld be 
withdrawn, in ord/,'r to its being presented 
In a more regular forin. It would be a 


lir /. p^etopprt nJ)served, Uiatthe case of 
de petition from the merchafttsof CorV^d- 
not,at a^l bear upon the present ptlitii}h,h' 
,*\lr. fPhi(//i 4 v<l .did not by any meana 
wi^i that the hdusc should depart front 
any rule laid down to rog»datef^it» proceed¬ 
ings; but at tlie saihe time he thought, ia 
perfect consistence with the rul< on this 
occasion, the petition should be allowed 
to remain upon the table. He could not 
see wdiy the fictitious signatures, if any 
such jhere wen*, were to invalidate the 
real ones. They might let them lie dead, 
and count them for iiothtng; and, .surely, if 
fifty or sixty wcll-ascertamctl signatures 
could be made out, it»v\ould have the same 
clil'ct as fifty or .sixty thousand, since the 
inipor^ince of the peiition was not at- 
tcrapced to be denied. Hd admitted, that 
if the signatur 5 .sc 0 nfe.sscd to be real couM 
be detuched, it would be well; but, un- 
fortunately, they were so blended with 
those called iictiti(iu.s, that an attempt at 
discriminalion woi^d Ije utterly iinpossi- 
blc. He hoped tlie house would not push 
the rule to its extent on this occasion, as 
it might lead to a jnanifest inconvenience 5 
viz. that in case any future petition w'ere 
to.be presented, names might be fraudu¬ 
lently and clandestinely fabricated in the 
same li,ui*d, for the purpose of procuring 
the rejection of the peiition. He thQuglif 
the petition siiould, at all events, be suf; 
fcreil to lie on the table, with the names* 


p.iiiiful duly, but if pressed in tlu- present 
form, lie must vote for its rejection. He 
was anxiuu.s that tlie Petition si.ould be 
rcceit cd, and as numbers coiiW imt add 
weight to the iitiporlance of the subjf ^i, 
the right hon. gent, by witlidraw iiig'the 
J’etition, and pic.senling it to-iuornm with 
any number of orig'iiial .'.ignaliycs. would 
attain the end lie dcNircd. As Pelitfons 
were to be. presented from the (lilii-rent 
comities of Ireland, tlie houic w'oiild iueve 
the. iiaiiu'a authiaiiica>ei! annexed to tlie.se 
particular petitions, lie had been in- 
fanned of the circumstance respecting the 
ManchesteV Petition. One of the niem- 
hers for Cork had also presented a Peti¬ 
tion,, purporting to be from the mcrcltanls 
of that city, and in a few days after had 
infoi'iued him, that by letlcr.s received from 
tltat city, it appeared, that the great body 
of the merchants knew iioChlng of the 
malbxr till they saw it stated in the news- 
p^fters.’-. He mentioned these caset^ to- 
shew dioW loose.the practice ,waS becoming 
svith*([e«pect tc) petitions, and how necessary 
it was to adhere to the regulai'.practiex;. 


par.ite, if possible; but still, if that 
coaid not be effected, he llimight it did 
not signify, as the .suspected names might 
be allowci^ to go for jiolliing. 

Mr.,yo;'^c felt great anxl-^ty on the sub- 
eet ol'vliis petition. 'Ifit* did fitit 

derive weight from the uiimiters s'ub- 
.scrilu’tl, but from its matter. Pul, if the 
signatures were so intermixed as not to be 
’separated, he thouglit that it should be re- 
ct'ivcil in its present .stare, makiil.t u .s[ie- 
cial efitiy upon the jourivals, that it .should 
not lie^drawn into a precedent. » 

Mr. Secretary L'uiuiiii" was d^sir»ni.s that 
some way mi^t be fouiul^out lor avoiding 
the present Miflieulty, but did not think 
that any tliiii;} with re.spect to tlicse,fornis 
should be granted as a present indulgence, 
which might be a fotuiv embarra.ssinent. 
He thought it impossible hut tltat in such 
u niass.'Ofpames the riglit,hon. gentleman 
w'Viuld find many whiefo he could atte.st, 
ani?'x.s numbijrs mad) no difference ip the 
importai>cc *of this question, the petition 
Olight be ‘presented with these si^atores 
only. - ■ • - 
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^ vBfr. W/ncyiam and Mr. Secretary d'jm- la'islatare more authentic matenala ihipt 
nittg severafFj' explained ; after whic^, coi^d tlwil be bad, there being nu immei' 
Mr. Grattan propotied, v ilh the leave of' cllate communication betweren government*'* 
the Itouse, to withdraw ;<lin Petition, j^ilh and the volunteer corps as Uiere was uov ; 
a view to ’procure original signatures, in by means of the iiispectitig field olhcUrs. 
^hich case iu!^onl(| not be al^le to pro- By means of these officers, the most act n.- 
tent before * the recess. He should, rate information was now obtained cA 
hovvcvcf, present it by the 16th of May, these important points, *and though tie 
on which day, he slionid move for the arrangement of so important a matter vi"as 
appointment of a Committee upon it.— full of difliculties, wliicli were eiihaucii^ 
After a few word.s from Messrs. W'lijtbread by the labours bestowed on it by Ins pre-‘ 
ami William Smith, reconmicudifig the deeossois, and partieuluriy -liy the able 
adoption of the Ime ]>ointed out ny Mr. individual who had gone hetiire him, he 
Yorke, to receive tin- Petition aud make anti his colleague.s would ht; wanting in 
a special entry, the JVlition was with- ihi-ir duty il'they did^lol turn llieir atfeii- 
df‘‘"n. tioii to it ,i.s early a.s they could, and 'f 

[Locvi. Mii. 11 'l \ llii i„] lAiid Cttsllcmtirh the\'ilid nut hiing forward a.t they now 
said, he ha«l pm. long since hud «;ca,si()n difi through lii,:* a pi.in of .subsidiary dc- 
to call the iittchtion of the house to the teiice. ^n lookiiK', to llie amount and 
general consideratiu^i of onr military e.sta- description of tntr army in general, he 
blishiueiit; but, at the same tiilie, tlie hud already cmigratiil.itcd tlic Jiou.se that 
house would allow’, with reason, that the there was no longer anv room for anxiety, 
first consideration Avas due to our regular ' In point ol' mnnber and discipline our 
army, rather than* to t||io.se descriptions o( army was hei'ond any thing this countrv 
force which w’erc secondary and collateral ever enjoyed, 'J'o the voluntceis he wa.s 
to it. It wa.s the duty of governniem, happy to p.iy that share in this general 
however, to attend to .ill parts of the rnili- triiuin’, to which the leslnnony of ihe in- 
System, and to prfivide efieclually speetiii" held orticers proved them jiistiy 
for the mainten.iiirc iwid discipline, m, i entitled. J\o fon e was ever better tpia- 
only of those de.iCiiplions of /even that lilied for the immediale*’defenrc of the 
always had aims in their hands, hut also eountry, none hctler entitled to its conn- 
pf'ir^i.se that were armed only providon- .hme, and as long as they felt incliatd, 
^‘Jillyfir the ^)itrpo.se of tiaiui’ig am! dn- and coiiAenierice permitted them, to do 
cipfine, with a viev/ to e\( ntii:il emer- duty in the m.nnier they now did, it W'us 
gciicy. Haying proposed that first whidi iinpo.ssible he could in'iagine a forts; to 
was of most ini|)OrtatKe, he wa, happy to whit li he would be more disposed to trust 
congratulate, the home, that, by the sue- the fate and fortunes ol' the British em- 
ccss that had fended die mea^ire.s which pire. lit should, however, he W'anling in 
it had i»'eiij*?fgvd fortune to pr«vose to Ins duty, if ho did not look forward to ihe 
the hoiiselast year, no legislative ('are was tiinl- when occasions might arise, in which 
arty;’ longer necessary’^t'or the osuihlishmem the .scri'ices of .so large a proportion of the 
of a rogul’ar army, ihe zeal wiih winch ,communily as volunteers, would appear 
the act passed <)n his .suggestion ha l no longer called for by any pressing cnier- 

, carriei^^nto effect, having added 40,000 gciicy. I’his was the crisis which he felt 
men to our regular establishuieu^ that it‘his duty to provide for, and no time 
most important branch ol our inililary sy’s- could be so properly selected to make that 
torn mifpit he safely l(:ft to tluy protection provision at the present luonieiit, when 
of the oicWnary recnuti’»g. Ihe. regular the vojunteer corjis vie,re so liigh in nuin- 
army and miliiia being u this perfect her, zeal, and discipline, when^tefaication 
• State, \\e now proc^d to the ar- appeared to be at a great distance, and 

rangtTOunt of those qther pJrts of our e.sta- wheh the remedy that might be provided 
bhshment which were neither less impor- for its eventual existence might be matured 
tant, nor less difficult to be properly , and perfected before it would be wanted, 
regulated. Having taken the measures and might come into operation so gra(ki- 
last year, which operated so henVlicialiy ally and imjJerceptibly as to create iioim 
for the regular arfny, he thought the co/n- of those agitations that were unavoWahlc. 
try might icst wilSi safety .upon '1'nose' 'whl.n great delicicncies were tobe sup- 
measure, till more ^iri;ci.se in%mation a.s plied by sudden exertions, IP the war 
Jp thp number and discipline of. the volun- should continue very loiig,, 4 Utiif jf'^eace 
tcers iindef caniis should fumis^^to the should bc,inadej tho volonfccens might ili*' 
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eijhpr case return to those domestic habm I prtpbrtion of the returns, and evei^. 

|k»m which the imminent dan^r of the tif^re^ was not suiBciont compuMon i»’ 
■uountry,, a call always imperative on rendeV it ciiectuii^. It was neciss iry to 
Britons, hud drawn them forth. This stale* to the house, without re/erve, the 
eve it, whenever it might take place, it view his majestjjl^s minis^ev^ .hat! of that 
wtiS the duty of government to see'that training aift. ITie irAention of it was,'tp 
tf*8 country was prepared tor. Hence enable ministers to advise his msgesty to 
aitisc the necessity of proposing a plan train 200,000 men out of the whole popiji- 
ihat would be equally operative in peace lation. The parish officers were to do the 
and in war, and the effect of which would dut}- of military officers and drill ser- 
be that the country w'ould be at no mo- jeants towards those men. But neither 
ment uriprepAred. It was better that the was tlu,) training adequate, nor would the 
attention of parliament should be culled men be of any use when so trained. The 
to tills subject in time, of war than in time of the y<‘ar %vhen the men were 


poace, for nothing was more inconsistent 
w^th peaqc, nothing more likely to disturb 
its 'tranquillity, or to shorten its duratiijni, 
than to a',;itate int]uirii'S, and to be oceu i 
pied about arrange.inenls eoinioclcd with 
wai. 11(< supposed no'irgiunont was ne- 
ccssniy to convinee gentlemen of the pro¬ 
priety of making every possible exer¬ 
tion to ])ut our Tiiilitary esiablisliincnt in 
I Ije, most respectable posture. It was only 
necessary to look at tlie state of Europe, 
to see that by no other means could we 
be enabled to treat fo^ peace on eijiial 
grounds; and except we made peace on 
equal grounds, it would be no peace. It 
was necessary foV us to pul forth and array 
our strength in such a nianncT, as not only 
to render our coast invulnerable' in war, 
but also to slu w thft enemy that he had no 
chance of accomplishing his object in 
peace, and to leach him to make up his 
mind to live m tlio world with one power, 
which he could nut hope eillier to con¬ 
quer or to intimidate. In this view, how¬ 
ever high an opinion he had of the volpn- 
teers, he conceived it wouhl be umvise to 
leave the permanent defence ol' the ooiiif- 
try dependent upon die feelings of itidi.yi-*j 
duals; and he conceived it right to pro¬ 
pose a system, invariable in its oporatio/i, 
which would prevent the public security 
from being ever compromised.—Having 
stated this outline of the considerations 
which led to the adoption of the fdan ho 
w'as about to propose, he w'ould now pro¬ 
ceed to explmn the ideas of his majejty’s 
iViinisterswith liespectto iheexistiiigsystcni 
of sub.sidiary defence, and the alterations 
they proposed 'to introduce upon it. An 
act was pas.s(‘Vl some, time sjnee, for the 
general training of the people. Ho had, 
in tbi last session, brought in aBilljfbc, 
coraplettim the returns under tl»t act, and 
regulating the mode in which the ballot 
fthoulli be Applied to them.' ITie bs^lot, 
bowevcY, foukt be applied only to a small 


brought together uiiditr that act, and the 
place where they were to be asseruhled, 
were equally improper; and they W'cro 
turned out of the hands of tli^r trainers un¬ 
fit for any service, and without any obliga¬ 
tion to ,any except itf the event of inva¬ 
sion. There were some who considered 
training of value, with cmboilying. He 
was of a difierent oniniyii. lie consider¬ 
ed it of little use toliave men trained un¬ 
less they w'cre regimented. The rfcgi- 
nieiits of regulars, volunteers, or militia,' 
into whioli they .should be put after such 
innierfeet training, wouhl have little be¬ 
nefit from llirtn. If trained in regiments 
they w'oulii be of real utility. The train¬ 
ing of the whole number of 80Q,O0l),’ 
wliieh iiumlirr the Bill pro|«sed succes¬ 
sively to tiaiii, would have been a very 
general hardship without any benefii., t»r 
ail imperfect and contingent one, except 
ill ca-ic of incorporation. The Yoiunieer 
training was such as^ to leave the men 
in a state'* of perfect disi‘q»linc, fit for 
service,* without any fiB'thi'r ’hfBn'uetion, 
w henever the exigency should arise. But, 
while the goneiMl training, in this view, 
wps more vexatious than beiieficiat, there 
was another view in which it was service¬ 
able. The men might be trained up so 
as to fje qualified to fill the ranks of the 
militia and regular army, and, if k should 
be neciSssary to make use of Uien'i, they 
would be rcad^‘'"hNncad^of training the 
whole military clasM>,-* sul^ j yiciit num¬ 
ber might be Iraincd to coverany proba¬ 
ble exigency that nii^bt be expected tp 
arise. The regular army at home at pre¬ 
sent amounted, with the militia, to 200,000 
men, e.^lusive of artillery. Tin* regul^i* 
aiyny, if raised to one phundred men .to 
eac.'i company, whicb was i»o more thafi 
the officer c^imnianding could easily mge 
iiage, iniglit admit .$0,(JKXt additloifal mep. 
It would be a great advantage that tbU 
number pf men should be ready trained. 
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without any occasioa to ballot for thfni. j IpeTe would be tjierefore a depot ^of 
They sjbould be regarded us an army of\e- ■t-OlOjOOO, 'ready at a moment’s notice Vo 
ievve, tr> be made use only in cases of fall into the regiments of the line andjth^^ 
great emergency. There would f#*no militia, according as they might be wanted 
occasion He-haiie recourse to tlie parish to make them up. According to (he last 
oOicers; the men'.vf»uid be airtays ready, returns, the eflective force of the volund*ers 
STheii St LocarMilitia should adord such in Great Britain was '2i)0,0(K). Thdre 


facilities of general training, and the men 
ao trained wou d be an acquisition to tiic 
regiments they might join. It would be 
sufficient iraincjg to drill the men Its days 
near their homes, arcording to |he sys¬ 
tem of the militia in time of })euce, and U» 
hatte them crnltodied '21 days iji their own 
counties. A lucastire of this kind would 
have .such ;ui elleet on the recruiting of 
the regular army, that the most ample re¬ 
liance might he placed on itsefleefsin any 
<:ircu:uslances. It wa-s not necessary to 
have recourse to it imniediatelv, but it 
might be regarded as a sun; n course in re¬ 
serve. Now, with re.spt'ct to the volimici rs, 
he was prepared Ip stale as liisown opiu.ou, 
BS well as that of hi:* majesty’s ministers, 
that as long as the volunteers could with 
'convenience give their services to the 
country, with that degree of military effi¬ 
ciency which they at present possessed, 
government would not desire any more 
^edeotual force. But, it uas /ssential to 
hit and oiganue a permanent force, which 
r would always subsist to the sauic amount. 
Looking io the pcgnlar'; and militia as the 
first line, and the voluntct'vs as the s^-coiid 
line, it was necessary to have a regimented 


were actually under arms at the last p- 
.spection 240AW. 'I'lu: report of ihejr 
discipline was highly favourable, a'nd^ 
they were declared fully capable of a'ct- 
ing vvith the line, lie knew the right 
boil, gentleimm opposite (Mr. iudli.mi), 
thought the volunteers not bt to b»>seeri 
in company with thqmilitia ; but othvrs 
thought diilcrently, an<l IieaG^ited with 
tlmm. When the gross amoani of’ttie 
*efleclive voliiu^-ers was eompitred with 
six times tlie aiiKlfoi < of tlu; iiiilitia, there 
was fouud a defioicney of .'iO.OtJO on the 
aggregate. But wlnn this dtdiciency 
came to lie subdivided, there was found 
an i^u quality, some of the counties being 
more deficient and some lc>s, and anioyg 
the latter the maritime eoiinties; and 
the consequence of tliis inequality was, 
that 60,000 woultj be wanted to complete 
the establishment to the amount dc.sired. 
Me proposed therefore; to give to the 
crown a power to create* a Local .Militia, 
to tile aggregate amount of 60,000 men 
ill tlic first instance, to he increased iu 
proportion as the volHiilecr force should 
diminish, and to supersede them totally if 
tiicy slmiild withdraw thi-ir services in the 


force as a ihirtl line, aiul tin; ]>oiiit now to 
be considered was, y^hat aiiiouut of force of 
fliis kiqd it w^s iiecc.s.sary to laVve, in order 
4o fill up'rfie 'deficiencies that might arise 
in the volunteer establisliineiits. With re¬ 
spect to the proportion of this regimental 
training, some tliuiight it ougiit to go tQ a 
much larger c'vUmt than was ever proposed 
beford. But, when the nature and amoniit 


event of peace. It was a satisfaction, that 
ill creating this force, which was compul¬ 
sory in the fust instance, the country had 
thq benefit of trying the experiment on a 
limited scale, to proceed to a more exten¬ 
sive application of the principle, if it 
should he found succv;ssfu]. He felt it dc* 
sirablc to proceed according to the accus- 
fomed habits and principles of the coua- 


of the existing regular force vwis ex¬ 
amined*’comparatively, with th<; training 
to be instituted with i), view' to*its aid, 
there was reaiion tp; coil.,bide, that the 
amount ojcnjv'sed- by his rilht hon. friend 
'[Mr.rVorfcc) for the limitatLm of the volun¬ 
teers, that was, six {lines the militia, would 
afibrd ample foundation for a permanent 
subsidiary establishment. An increase 
might be made if circumstaiiqe8iji;equired 
It, but it was ^unnecessary to burthen 
^e coimtry^ in tlie firsl^ instance, sixj 
iSmes t^e number of the militia would be ' 
;for dreat Britain only SSOjOOO Inen. The 
inimfaer of,.el{ective volunteers in Jrcland 
/tvuia close on 70 , 000 . Under tjis plan,.i 


try, and therefore he would firopo.se to 
conform the constitution of this force to 
that of the militia, but with this diilcreiice, 
that whereas the militia was now like the 
regular forces, the militia in tinvs of peace 
woi|,!d be assumed as a model, and conse¬ 
quently the services of this’force would bte 
confined to its counties except in time of 
invasion, or when the eubniy should be 
actually on j.hc coast, w lien'alone it might 
be marched out of its counties. It should 
Jie^^enibled at convenient times ^f the 
year, for the purpose of training<tlnly, ex¬ 
cept in time of invasion, when actual ser- 
viop might be demanded. r,With vhspect 
to terms of engagement, ‘one year’a 
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' training, as provided by tbt right hop. 
ml'9. bill, was wholly inadequate., It 
•Avns desirable that the men should not be 
• taken aWay inconveniently lV(-m their 
occupations, without compensating the 
country by sub>tantial improvement. It 
was ()esiral)le also, to prevent the too 
frequent recurrence of the i onfusion of 
the ballot, and «>ii these gruiuuls it was 
inien-led to propose an engagement to 
thi; individuals tor a certain time, and 
to bind tix'tii So do perniancnt duly in their 
own counties for a ceilain number of dajs 
This toliliuatioii he hoped would not he 
ttaisidered hard, at a lime when the pio- 
S|jeet of being able to continue the oceu- 
paflons of industry depended on every 
man’s being able to defend the seat of idai 
industry wrth .inns iiiTns hands.' It was 
inti nded to allow no .substitutes. This 
force was not like the moveable militia, 
which taking men for years away from 
their hollies nitd establishments, would 
often be ruinous to families, unless substi¬ 
tution were allowed. A feW days sei vice 
within his county would be no hardship 
to any man, and if cvei'Y one was allowed 
to come into the market fur a substitute, 
the most ruinous consequences to the coun¬ 
try w'ould be tilt in the enorittons rise of 
the hv'unties, as in the instance of the pio- 
visional cav.dry, in which, ihougit the ser¬ 
vice was within the county, and to one 
particular period of the year, the price ol 
snh'stitiifesi rose to 50 or bO guim as. It 
was, thirefore, tbougiit right to allow no 
suliMitutc'.. Hut, 111 order to prevent the 
injurious confusion of the higher-fwith the 
low'cst ranks, some mitigation should he 
admittc d, and he jnojiosc-cl to follow Ihe 
exam|iie of the right him. gciit. ojipc'sit*?, 
by allowing llie party to re tire on paying, 
a fine of such magnitude as to disc onrage 
the having recourse to it, except in vt,i\' 
strong cases, lie would wish to encourage 
the service of persons of r.mk -is officers: 
conceiving there were many persons wlio 
would enter into this servne voluntarily, 
he proposed tlial smh olieii should he re¬ 
ceived, anil that tlu ballot should be cu- 
-forced only where tliere were no oilers, no 
selection by the parish ofliecrs. He would 
not allow the parishes, any' more than in¬ 
dividuals, to find .substitutes^ Jo’ though 
they would not create so general a compe- 
titroti Jn the inarket, they W'ould yet create 
enough lO dc| mischief. To prevent this 
evi], he pVoposed a penalty on the person 
,coiisenting 4Qgbe a substitute, and on the 
accepting him. He proposed to.| 


give a small Uounty of two or dtree gui* 
iims to those who should enter vUtud'* 
tJrily, in onlcr to render the cotwulsory 
obligation of the I^w unnecessaryT If was 
intended to submit persons fiym a cer¬ 
tain age tq a certain to the compul¬ 
sory obligation of the Bitllot, an^ by a 
little attention to the classes, it* would 
he c.asy to determine the [iroper propor¬ 
tion. Hut it was only in the event of a 
deiicicMcy of volunteers, that the ballot 
was to .be taken up ; therefore age could 
not 1)1' so well applied, and the state of the 
voluiiticr ostabli.shmcnt would always be 
0 ddhcult m.itter of regulation. It would 
be bi Iter in these ciiTumstanccs to throw 
out persons of more 'adv.mcod age altogl!. 
tiler, :ii4(i then tliere would be every rea¬ 
son to be sure that the young men would 
readily t.ike iqvon tlujii the increased bur- 
llien of a larger share in the defence of 
the coimtiy. Looking to a period, wlieii 
instead of 60,000, the ballot was to be ei»- 
iorced tor a grealermuiAber, he proposed 
that the ages to which it should apply, 
should be lium 18 to 3 Land when a sum-, 
cient munber of volunteers should not 
oiler, he proposed, that the ballot should 
ajiply between these ages. The quaiifi- 
ciilioii of rdliccrs he looked on as highly 
import.mt ; and he proposed thal the re-*> 
st;uJ.itioiis of the militia should he adopted 
jis they' now stood. No qualiiii'af ion on , 
this liead was required for sulmlteriis. 
Tlieie w.is a latitude given m (he rerord- 
mendationof eaptuins, if [icisons qualified 
could not be found, field ofliccr> would 
he left .IS 'H'lbre, and'though it was diffi¬ 
cult now to get qualiliei'i poj-ijpo io serve, 
it w'as to be hopi d, that sei v ice within the 
county would he mop' attractive, and that 
({ualified persons would come forward to 
^ufiderlake it. He vvouM ])ropose, that 
letii'id field officers of the line skqiild be 
clegihlc, and hi: was sure it would be con- 
sideriil as adivtincliimjustly' duetto those 
officeruw ho had rearlieil tliat high .station. 
—The next pub '.xj^lnch hchlioidd tall 
the attention |j^*the li^is g was , that to pre¬ 
vent this iai^al IMilitia Trolrf"nlttrfei'ing 
either with the regulejr aimy or llo ’lega- 
Inr milili.i, he bliould piojiose that no man 
taking this engagement .slioulil, iluringthf 
four years for which it wasintendcd to last, 
l),y* debvliTisl from cnli-ting in the regular 
army or regular militia at,his plcasiir§. 
He W'ould, iiAvcver, <?n this head propose 
one limitation in compliment to the com¬ 
manding officers, to wliose ffiellngs Jfc 
would not be Very pleasing to faar« tihdir 
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Hien attached by recruitirfg parties, while egual conflict. The-amount of force air 
ciattodicd tor tiic purpose of discipiwe. lu({ed to,nvould be ang}ly suificieut, 
Fie.shKild, thereibrc, propose a restrariit to train more would be only idle waste. 
'W, their yberty of enli^piig, tor a part* of Aii armed peasantry, though useful* in 
the time ui^ring w hich they should be em- other countries peculiarly circuiusiauccd, 
bodied. TTe^concejk’od it possible that could be of no use in this. It would 
yoiuntqpr corps'mi^t, in many instances, be impossible to incorporate them with 
wish to*cbange the terms of their engage- the rcgimcnt.s, if invasion should arise, 
meats, and to become corps of Local Mi- Too extensive a training would be a use- 
iitia. It was well known that the csia- less and unprotitable burthen, tending to 
blishmunts of some volunteer corps were break the backs of the i>eople, if the ex- 
jnore expensive than was necessary. This pression might be used. Uaving a regi- 
might be expected to produce some eru- inenled force of 400,000, in addition to a 
barrassmeiits with respect to funds, which regular army of 200,000, which might, if 
it would be desirable to escape, by turning occasion rcijuirod, be increased to 25t),0(^, 
to a service which required no stock purse, parliament might rest content, and tr(j|St 
This di.sposition should be encouraged, be- that the empire was secure, lie should iiJw 
cause the loiial militia W'ould be* always nJTive for li-uv«. to bring in the hill, lie 
efl'ective for service ; but otherwise It was Vas glad gentleim i would have the inter- 
the disposition of hij majesty’s ministers to val of the rece.s.i ty coi..sider the provi.sions 
give every possible support to the. volun- of it; and in order to give them the great- 
teers, considering them, in their present est po.ssible facility, he should iiiove that 
highly disciplined state, preferable to any thenbill be printed. When they should 
green force wliatioevvr. It was intended re-as.semble, and resume the coicsideratioii 
to put a stop to all iiisui-ances made with of this subject, he would reci'ive with rlt- 
. a view to the mitigation of fine attached tentioii every sugge>.lion gentlemen should 
to the refusal to do personal service ; and offer, and endea\our as much as posMbIc 
with this view a penalty would be imposed to profit by theln. He moved for le.ivc 
on the person having recourse to iirjur- to bring in a bill to make better provision 
ance, and the person with whopi he might for the internal defence of the kingdom, 
k insured. The whole expence of the pro- Mr. ybrX’e expressed Ids ajiprobatioii of 
posed force to the country would not ex- the principal features of the plan which 
ceed that ofthe volunteers at present, nor the noble lord had ju;jt submitted to the 
^lat which w'ould be to be incurred under house. For himself, he had long been im- 
the Training bill of the right hoii. gent, pressed with the necessity of placing the 
He had made comparative calculations, and country in that state of mililuiy liabils 
had adjusted the bill, which the right hoii. which would enable us to look without 
g£nt. might .see. Tlie right kun. gent.’s fear on a.iy danger with which it might ho 
traincd'tqi^ vvoul/1 cost more than n volun- threatened. 1‘he plan of a lc>cal and (K'r- 
teer or local militia man. The cost of this nianent militia, he considered as j)eculiarly 
last was something less than 4/. He looked .suited to the genius of oiir coustituiion. 
Upon it that .MX),(X)0 rank and file in addi- and the manners uf,,lhe people. In the 
tion to the regular army and militia vvodld present convul.scd and disorganised state 
do a great deal, but that W’as not the only of Europe, no one could foresee w hat might 
means of increased defence that w’c po.s- hUppeii. If ever there was a lime when 
sessed. There was the provisional increase the country had occasion for a full array 
of .50,0?)0, w hich would give us an army of the whole <if its military population, it 
of b50,OU(3'men, subje'^'-'mly to the reduc- was t^c presicnt. He hoped at hist we 
tioii on the formatiiyi of a aeace establish- were come to the time whrti,lbc house 
ment, vl’virteWtTctlon Wr'oulW never amount would lay down some solid, w^ell-digestcd, 
tp 50''<K)0. Always keeping*up that amount ancf permanent plan of inti'rnal defence, 
pf regular and subsidiary force, it would and that they should hear no more of an; 
be impossible for the enemy to bring,! nual motions on this important subject, 
against us any array capable of making an The plan of the noble lord.he understood 
iinpressioii; and with the traireJ'popuIa- to be compdsed, first of the r^egular army, 
tionrwhich this ine,asuru and the volunteer maintained at iu present c-^ab ihi».oent ; 
fViitcm woulll necessarily* generate, we-j* nest, of a numeiMu.s local * militia; and 
ii^Quld have such means of supplying the ' lastly, of hn in ernudi foiv,e^ the whole 
swfpate of men, that the largest* force the of W'hich should be pertcctly«,adfcqna.e ty 
f{]fiemy pvuld bring must perish in'the un- the* defence of 6. Britain akd Ireland.! 



• The only otjjectkm of any moment which another which Ke yfFshed to see,nernimieiei^^ 
hw had Vo ofler to this was, that “lie'would A^to the grand plan at' the noblelinjdTthisi' 
jwrefer, instead of having vs-hat the noble was itbt the proper time for disgu^hg it} 
> ror<rcalled an irregular militia, a complete He* called it a griuid plan, bcc'ajpe grantt 
amalgamation and combination of all the it certainly was, when he considered'the 
forces of tluxt description. This part of persons fre*n whniu it‘’anie, the mlghtji* 
the plan would he brought into practice preparations which had been made* fortt< 
with great advantage at the end of the introduction, tliat it was full of complexifg’ 
war, at which time, with iiardly any in- and involution, of ingenious and intricate 
convenience, it might be moulded into a machinery, of springs of vuiious powers;' 
permanent system. 'J'o render the plan and of wheels within wheels, or, to borrow' 
more jierfect,* ho thought, it adviseahle, an expression from the Critic, that it was 
that besides the local militia, wc should replete with business, incident, and bustle; 
have % l)ody of tri»ops not so numer«)us as and likely to keep the reader in suspense 
tluj militia, but applicable to the defeuce to the very lust seene of the last act. 
ol'pvery part of tin; empire, serving as well Without, however, at prosciit, entering 
iii^relaml as in lingland. 'J’liest*, lie|iiilotiiedetailsofthcnieasuro,whichccr- 
nould take the liberty o^s'i/gesling, should J tainly dTd not coiii'orin to tlS; lule, ‘ i]UO(t 
amount to .'1.5,000 men,‘com|K",ing a spe- [jotftst fieri per pauciora, non debet fieri' 
t ies of reserve, for the aniiVi to b»: trained p<‘r plura,’ lie'*would»merely say a few 
and ('ominanded by regular ollicers. On words u|)on it in relation to the object 
military suhjei'ts vve rouhl not have better which it was meant to accomplish, fn alt 
authority tirm that power wliieh had \ an- plans ol' this sort there was a unity of pur-' 
ijiy-hed tlu.* greater part of the continent liose, and that whitli the present had in 
of Europe. The hreiich had earried the view was to promote the supply tif the re- 
Uonian mililary system to a degree of per- gular army, and to guard against a danger' 
I’ei lion which llie inveijtors of it never peeuliar to the days in wliieh we live,—^ 
could have foreseen it would have rcaclird. the defence of the country against the in- 
'J’liev had distinguished their national vasioii of a foreign enemy. 'I’heditfieulty 
guards into sedeirlory and move ible. lie of aci omphvhing the first part of this ob- 
thoiighf this principle could i)c advantage- ject, he eont< u:led had been very much 
oiisly appli' d to the constiinlion of our iiien ased liy the no!>h; lord,*i)ecausc tho 
militia. 'I’here w ^nild, however, he so incasnr<*s wliii h had hren adojjled for the 
many opjiorfimitios of disi ussing the nie.i- purpose of attaining it, and whith bad 
Mire in all its iletails, that he would not, fair for attaining the purpose for v\hich 
for the present, t.respas.'^ any loiigi'r upon they bad been adopted, li.'.d been com- 
itie iiiflulgciice of the house. pletely frusirated in their operation by tt)e 

Mr. IFoo/Aw/nosoto olll-r a feuM-emarks noble lord. * The noble lord bad set out 
upon the ])iaii of the iioiile lord, hut ^le tvith dt^l'caling tiic me.ilaui’ of fiilisting 
ould not lielp previously making one oh- men I’or a limited jicriod, and now he was 
si i vation upon w hat li-ui just liiileii frouf about to inirodnee a hill for the purpose of 
the. right lion, geiii. wlio spoke last. The dci^rroyiiig the Training act. The noble 
right lion. gent, liad expressed a hope, Unri had talked in his .speech as if ho (Mr. 
that the tune \va.s now armed in which ji W.) had placed great viStue in thd’Train- 
jiermaiierlT system would he adojiled for iiig aet^ hut lie tvould tell the noble lord, 
the detjmee of the country. Wliy this that he never liad expected niucNfront it 
hope should bo entertained by the right in the vJ^y of training, though hy certainly 
hoii. gent, now, rather than at any farmer had expected a goC^-kdeal from it in the 
lime, he w^s at a loss to conceive, ami it way ot eiirolhi'^nt. 11 ‘’'<i. 4|b it-ct of tho 
apjieared to him rather cmioiis that sych noble lord was''to train a certaiii mipiber 
a hope should be entertained by those of men tor the miliuu service, a <]ue.stion 
who were now breaking up the .system al- immediateiy arose, how much training he 
ready established. It was as absurd as a would purchase by a aacrifiie of conve- 
cal! lor un-uiiiAity would be ^t the very nience, for in the same profiortion as he 
moment when matter of contention and ad^ed to th'*e one he neec»sarily took front" 
dispiU^was Iwought forward. The qu^s-, the other. Al|, then, Ijq could accuse him' 
tion was, what it was upon which they ofwas,ofhaVingtakeiithcmajorcompro- 
.seftlip f The right hon. gent, cet- mi.se between the two; and if that^asth« 
^mm could*.{tot expect, that he slioyld case, it was not too late to correct tha* 
ari^stem which went to subvert error into which he had fallal. ' 

Vrtr fflf r — 
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of,^S,'bowfvcr (said Mr. ’Windham), in 
ofuw*in dv!iv«'i’ you from this raw helfcl 
and blolisdy bones, for such Ire seeuls ft') 
consider t|je Trainijijjj a/?t, he grafts iii^id 
it powers Id greater severity, and is abojii 
to do now what would have bees done uii- 
<^r itotiJy ill tfie last extremity. Jf the 
nobje lord imagined tint his plan could 
bo carried into execution witliont iinicli 
triconvenicnrc, considerable exponce, and 
^re.ait prcjodice to the moraLs of those who 
Mtere to be rnibodicd under its provi'-ions, 
he was VI ry much mistaken. And if he 
did not choose to defer to liis opinion upon 
the suhjei t, lie reij^estcd that he wouhl 
consult any serious judicious magistrate ; 
who would not only confirm what he had 
now staled as<‘the probable ellccP of the 

E resent measure, but wouhl likewise tell 
im, that the evil rcsultini; to the morals 
of the volunteers by withdrawing them 
from their homes and assembling tliem in 
large towns, was a strong objection to their 
being called out ofi pcf’inaneiit duty. The 
noble lord had ui.so stalcil his conviction, 
that the volunteers would haie consented 
to all the regulations wdTh which jie meant 
to accompany his jirosent measure, if tJifise 
regulatioii.s had been [iroposed to llfcm 
when they first ollered their Services to 
*thc public; and this coiividion be, found¬ 
ed upon tlin tmd alacrify wdiicb they 
displayed in the performance of that duly 
which they had voluntarily imposed upon 
tlicmselves. But, it surely might have oc¬ 
curred to the noble h-rd, that there w'a.s a 
Wride diilercnce between performing a vo- 
Itmtary and a eoin”pulsory eftg auement. 
He woifH-advi-sef the noble lord* a( all 
invents to adhere at least to the spirit of 
the Training act, and to give them more 
training, if he thouglil that to be necessarjr. 
But, the great advantage which the noblo 
lord .siir-hted to imagine the present mpa- 
*prc posses.scil over the other was, Wiat by 
the proj^-nt measure he wmdd have regi¬ 
mented nij.n, whereas, by the othtr, they 
^ouhl not l)c rei,i!neu*oo?'.^'rhe dilicrjiice 
Ba to uua!ifY.i-.tyjJj/:)i for^ctual service, 
was i;«tity^jt worth talking about. In 
neither ease could the men be at all fit for 
BtCting in concert w itb the regular army, 
.and with a view to their being drafteil into 
the army as recruits, they would.learii so 
jpuch of the military exercise“unrlcr t/ic 
Tiaining acl,».s(ich jjs know'iiig their right 
liai^d from their left, how "to handle a 
t0ntket,'*arid to fire with powdof and ball, 
ti*. to enable them to become eflective sol¬ 
diers iu as SJiort a time, as they >vould do 


under the system of the noble lord. 'Ihe 
tiol^e lord'liad talked a great deal of tft^ 
volunteer force, and he (.Mr. W.) was dis«» 
pf)se(l to give them every degree'of credit 
I'or the purity of their motives, for zeal 
and good intentions ; but it was quite 
childi.sh to coii.sidcr the.se corps as 1‘it to 
act i.dong with the regular lon e. Would 
an efiicer, he a-.ked, cinjifoy one of tlie.se 
corps lo rover his flank, or in nniintaiii an 
import.int post ? Ji might be as well coti- 
tended that a frigate might«be ])luced in 
tile .saine line of liatlle w'ilb a first rale. 
'I’lie right bon. goiit. viiuluated histnili- 
lary system from the reflections tbrotin 
n|)on it by the noble lord, conteiuling th||vt 
it I^ad pr'seureil more men to the ardn'. 
during the tu... ihijl it was in forci*, than 
rtie oid .'J^'sleiM of f*'■ruililig, aiid that the 
advantages of ^vlHch it was proihuMivo 
would have been io(>re, and more fl’lt every 
year, if its opi'ralixn had not been <li.,ltirb- 
ed. ‘'J'he great motive for all the frc.iks 
and whims and ceinphcated inachiiiery, 
of whieh they ha<l now a sample hi-fi re 
them, ho declared to be a taste, .in apjK'- 
tile, a passion, a rage, for getting seldiers 
for life. This was the gre.at inimipfo 
whicli set the maeliine, in motion; but 
there wasanoth'T on whii.*ii its iiioveinents 
in no .small dcgico depeudeil, viz. tis 't of 
<>peiiing a .source of palloiiage and iiiflu 
euce. There was not a singleji b ton- 
nected with the system which he introduc¬ 
ed, from beginning to end. It had no 
other object but the good of the pcoph-, 
and yirov iding for old soldiers, vv ho could 
make no ftetern to lhii.se who watched over 
their interests. But here they were to 
have a regimented lorce ; where there 
wore regiments, there must be ofticcr.s, 
and the noble lord vVas nut ignorant tliat 
every grant of this kind was matter of fa¬ 
vour. In this way, be declared the vo¬ 
lunteer csfablishinent tube the"greatest 
source of favouritism and of enmity ever 
pos.scs.Jcd by a minister. By way of sam¬ 
ple, h« .slated tliefollowingeirqiimstances: 
under the former administration 200 ofli- 
certy who had for the most part been in 
the army, were employed on the recruiting 
service; when the present ministers came 
into jiower, they removed’ these officers, 
and appointed 2(X)0 voiuiiti'Vr serjeants in 
their room. One would nalityally suppose 
thaj^ the number of recniit/would -have 
lieen incrfasetl, in conseqitmce of this 
arrangement, in the ratio of to 
Tlnil^t was, however, 2or*ofii-\ 

ccrsiiad prociirod^20(X> reertuti, tei’oa|>i 
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only 600 had been procured by the 2000 
IwJunteer serjeants. It was troe tita| the 
.odicci's had W/. whereas the serjeants had 
ojily lO/. each ; but the olficci'S were ob¬ 
liged to give seciinty to rel'ii'n the money 
it"they did not,bring recruits, whereas the 
ferjeauts were under no such obligation. 
'I lie right hon. gent, concluded vvitli beg¬ 
ging tliat gentlemen would put to thcni- 
scivi’it two ijuestions relaiive to the present 
nieaaire; the lirsi was, what necessity 
there was lyr it ? the secoinl, whether it 
might not be traced to the nivjtivc of wish¬ 
ing .V) i)i ing Lai !< ihe old system of having 
syldiers for life? 

ij Lord L'M/lfrau:';, in exphuiation, ilcnied 
ho‘had .ib.iiiiioiieil the right hon. 
^gent.’s traiuiieg .syst<jm. All hii wished 
tva.s, not to earry il to - re iter li-nsihr. ihafi, 
what was nceessary. ,VV itu ie.s[jeet to the | 
rct initnig ofiiccis I’rom tin’ ariiiy alluded | 
to by the rigiil hon. gent, ihey weie 400 i 
ill number when lie eanie into ofliee, and 
w ere rapidly iiieroasing. A seijeant was 
atiaehed to eaeli, so that the expeiice to 
the eoiinvfy was coiisiderable. It had, 
Iherel’orc, been determined by his lua jesty’s 
governuK nt, lliat those ‘among them who | 
had not evinced any cxettiori, should be 
di.sim.ised. "I’iitf volunteer Serjeants had 
only < laiimissioiis gixeii them to rnlisl, 
but no sum, unless the men were raised, 
t.’ertainli, the iu^peeting held ofTiccis 
were allowed to make advances to those 
Serjeants, run! theoidy icison why no bond 
of security was givi n by them on those 
advances, was the large dutie.s on siicii 
bontls. 

< icncr.d Tiirlrtun contended, that the 
time for making a radical reformatioh in 
an army was pe-jtur aiid not war ; and that 
the army in thi.s coiiiury, if a proper .tlis** 
position were made of it, would be ain)dy 
fiufliciont, w'ithont the imposition of any 
additional Hburden upon the people, Iry 
ballot or otherwise, to repel whatever 
enemy might venture to allack us. The 
path^ic manner in which the right hon. 
gent, had so repeatedly deplored the sub¬ 
version of his military system, reminded 
him of the lamculatiuti of Rachel over her 
children, who, according to the Scriptures, 

' W'ould not be 'comforted.’ Among other-j 
regulations wyiich be though} it would be 
adviseahlc U^doptin the present juncture 
he .stiVnuouwy reeonimended the forma¬ 
tion of eampi for the exercise of our ai^y, 

both rcguliys and militia, lie - 

'vincj|d alyiiythat if the volunteers were 
pniteYlvra time to regular troops for the 


purpot4 of sharing ia their .discipline, 
being instruct^ by theif exampte,. it 
^'ould have an excellent etfect, awajo* 
ejiing their dorrAant spirit, aiidi^y in!i|)tr>- 
iiig the whole ot’ our military force wiA 
the greatest enthusiasm iutd patriotism. 
—Leave was then given to bring in the 
bill. • 

[STiPCNoi^uy CuBVTEs Bh. 1,.] ThetJitm- 
cellor of the Exdie(}mr, after narrating .tho 
pruccedings of both hou.ses, relative to the 
former bills on this subject, .stated, that, as 
the house seemed to be of opinion gene¬ 
rally, that the condition of the Curates of 
thi.s counliy was such as rcijuired ameiio- 
rLiiioii, he should now move for leave to 
bring in a liili for that purpose. Hs 
sli<)iild.propo.se that, in iinjipt cases, those 
geiitlemen should have a salary equal to 
one-iifth of that of the bentficed clergy¬ 
man ; but that, in no cusc, it should 
cecd 250/. per annum. \Vilh respect to tlic 
apponionnient of tho.sfc .salaries to curates 
which were to be/uclavvtbat m.aximurf), 
ho (;on;'(!.sM:d, tiiat he luu! rather that 
the mandate should have been peremptory 
on the bishops, than thattlicy should have 
ail option; but he fomul, upon inquiry,- 
that the Jhajorily of the. most weighty opi- 
iiiijiis w’a-\Jii f.ivoiir of tiio proposition for 
giving a di'.crt;tio:)arypowei- in the bishop.'!^. 
He had thcieierc conceded to the weight 
of those opinions, and ^ven such a, 
disio-etion iu the bill. If the mea.sure 
should locei the approlialiou of hi-i riglif 
hon. friend (Mr. I'oUer), he believed a 
similar bill would be brought in for Ire¬ 
land. In be pro.sent'bill, lie had to inform 
the luAise that he had :il.so,niade„ a provi¬ 
sion similar to that whic'li had been lately 
made by a right lion, friend of his, ii-amely> 
a provi.^ion for the residence of the clergy, 
,Hc concluded w'itli moving, “ That leave 
be given to bring in a bill iiiri quaking 
in’ore,jettt'Ctiial |jrovlsioii for the tnaiiile- 
nance of ytineiuiiary C'urates, and for their 

■ 1 ' 1 • ij * 

re.sideuce on their eui es. ^ 

Lord Porclir .jeprobated* in .strong 
terms the priirciple a‘>d real object of this 
bill, the most uiicon»tatttibi|u! flmt was- 
ever .snbmilted to the»con.sideratio!iNjf par¬ 
liament. He w<is astonished tliat the right 
lion, mover should tliiiik of ])er.scvering in 
such a ineasure, after being thrice defeated 
i^ his -dUfemiit at carrying it into a law-. It 
was not willi. the anielioratiep which^it ' 
proposed iit /lie eunditiuA of the subm* 
dinate cl'irgy, nor with the alleged 
po.se of enforcing the residence of clcrfo^ 
men iu their vespective parishes, that he 
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h^.arfyiqycUuation to find fault. Hiahos- -ime to be lilnited, the Distilleries to the 
difecti'd aguirtst the mun.Htro«i^u.se pf Sugar and Molasses in-the manuia^ 
a^^|V^istituti(Uial power which it gav^'ure of spirits, brought up the Keport of«. 
t«^jnie lp^ps over the rcl'tors in their revs- he said conjiiiitlee.* 
pectiii’e dioceses, a power which subjected Sir i/. Mildmuy thought it right to ap- 
th« property of every rector to be. invaded ^rize the house, tliat the pprtof the Report 
<;tr^.iuulctcd> without any proof of'iniproper tvhieh ueut to prohibit the use of grain in 
q,dnduct,fmerely at the caprice or whim of distillation, though sanctioned by a majo- 
his bishop. The noble lord concluded by -ity of tiic coiiniiittee, ha<l by no means 
dbsurriiig, that he feared the right hon. ts unanimous approbation. If any legis' 
mover was in this measure tlic organ of a alive iiicusure should be proposed on the 


tecfet influence behind the altar, as formi¬ 
dable and as designing as that wdiich was 
Itpw ascertained to exist behind the throne. 
Its object was to introduce into the church 
^tablishment a system of rigorous puri- 
'^iiism, the unfailing source of unconquer- 
. hble bigotry ai^d rancorous pt'rsecutjon. 

defended the bill, as cal¬ 
culated to produce two desirable cllects, 
riaraely, an increa.se oTcomfort to the active 
curate, and the advantage of a resident 
clergyiiiaii to the parish. 

f•coincidwl with his noble 
friend, and declared his determination to 
oppose the bill in cvefy stage. He desig- 
igtated it, if operative, as.an act of plunder 
on the property of the rector, aiicTif inelii-. 
cient, one carrietl under lalse pretences 
through the legislature. ^ 

^ "Sir Jialph Milbtmke thought, in ju.slic.n, 
that a liberal I'ompeiisation should be. 
made to the fcurale, proportioned to the 
' clutie.s porforim d, ami to the receipts of 
tlie lining. Where they amounted to 500/. 
pfix annum, he thought 100/. a year but 
t fab* allowance. 

„ Dr. Laurence considered tlicsibill as an 
mnovatii^n, an^ sajd be would take r.iiother 
opportunity of stating liis objections fully 
on tliis subject. 

The Chancellor qf tlte Exchequer replied 
to. the objections advanced against the 
measure^ and enforced the necessity of 
going into a coininittce, when tiie oj^po.sbrs 
'of the bill would have an opportuiiity of 
Aubroittihg their various amcmlinciits and 
modificatiiAis.—brief ohser- 
vatioas from Mt. Uj ^ney^ul Mr. Wind¬ 
ham, legj iWH vt L1!!"*^anted to bring in the 
^Bjll, tmder an implied undertaking that its 
principle was to be fully discussed on the 
'tommittal of it. 

. • nous^ OF COMMONS.* ’ # 

Wvdnesdffj/, 

Distillation.] Lojd limning, 
iirman of the Committee appointed to 
. nkider df the propriety of confining for £ 


Report, tending to carry that principle 
iito cllect, he gave notice that he should 
feel it liis duty to oppose it. Thern.was 
no sullicient public ground for such a mea¬ 
sure, and it would be*extremely injurious 
to the barley counlie.s, one ot ‘wliich'lv^ 

ft the Jioi.’-.'W tfw represent. He was 
ftonfideni that bis t-wstituenLs would give 
him instructions to. oppose tlie firoposition, 
and that they would petition against the 
measure. 

M,’. C'/iM/e agreed with the hon. baronet. 
Tlie lauded interest was suflicienily do- 
pres.sed, and tlie influence of members 
Avbo.se coiLsequence arose iVoni' trade was 
alreaily suflicicntlv great, w itliout striking 
a general blow at' an extensive braiicli of 
the agriculture of the country. He should 
ive his dcleriiiined opposition to the 
measure. 

Mr. Western .spoke to the same elFect. 

Admiral Hencij, as ^ mem her of a bar¬ 
ley county, found it impossiblu to allow 
the measure to be annuiniced, without an¬ 
nouncing at the same time his determined 
opposition to it. He could not help as¬ 
cribing tks di'sign to party motives : a 
rumour bad rcaelied lii.s ears, that the 
me&ibers for Norfolk, tSullblk, and hissex 
AYcre excluded from il.:‘,.committey in it.s 
l^biTiiatioii, becau.se tlwy Avtre barley coun¬ 
ties. 

Mr. Hibbert could not sutler misconcep¬ 
tions; such as those expres.se(i iyjr' the hon. 
membens who hud spoken before him, ie 
go abroad, and operate uncontradicted 
tluring the recess. '1 bough he was a mer¬ 
chant, he fell the iinporlaiice of ugriculture 
as much as any man, and knew that the 
principal dependence of the country was 
upon it. It would be found, aa hen the 
Report should come to be* examined, that 
the committee had looked wot only to the 
interests of die West lndifs,\ut also more 
particularly to thase of th/ couitirjr at 
nolbe, takyig intoconsiderat^n the present 
state of its foreign relalious,\-lflc'h ptpha- 

^, S«e Appendix, p. V ^ 
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blj^ would occasion a total sA>ppsige, fora matter fiiirly . 

qpiuiderablc time, of the usu^ KUpglies country gentlcmm must t^m<*t bni - 


from abroad. Under these cir- if they did not sxe that the deprOifsitid^. .. 
cunistanCcs, the committee bad thought it the West India t\ade would inraUibly''^k&^ 
wise to recommend the suspension, for a gravate their own burthens. ' ', 

time, of the use of grain in distillation, Mr. Brjind allowed that the West 
and not, as was supposed by some, a per- trade wa.s entitled to'relief, and woUl^W 
inanent substitutbni of sugar and molasses, ready to support any relief girdn at 
On a general view of the state of the general expence of the country. 
country and of the continent, it appeared he eoniplaiiicd of was a relief proposed 
wise to adopt this measure, as a timely be given by the injury and oppression'lie 
precaution against a .scarcity. It was a the barley counties. A committee 
satisfaction, that in adopting this nie<-isure not to be appointed to revise and brim 
of p«<‘caution, an important article of liri- into (juestioii the fundamental prhicip}^ , 
tifhproduceandproperty miglitbe brought of public economy,, so decidedly lal^ . 
ii. to supply the other demands of the pub- down by Hume, Stuart, and Smith, in ' 
and that a relief could be thus ailin tlcd country, and by Turgot and C’cudorce^’lSi^ 
jfo a deserving class jof the commuiuty. FraiiccA The uncertain wealth of speptiS' 
and new vigour imparted to a principal lation should not be supported by the 


branch of the revenue.. He. did not ihiiik 
the proposed measure would cause a i'tdl 
of orf. a quarter on barley ; if he <lid, he 
would not vote for it. But if such h i'.d! 
should unexpectedly be the consequeiiee, 
flu; rep*»rt contained a recommendation to 
the [irjvy council to take measures imiiu'- 
diatuly to return to the uw of grain. ►Such 


ciifice of tlie certain, benefits of agricul* 
tiire. He should look to the Report n‘dK' 
rowly, and oppo.se it in every stage, if; 911 
he feared, it contained a recommendation' 
to prohibit the distiliati&n of corn. 

Tile Chancellor of the Exchequer said 
committee had by no means been 
pointed jn opposition to the established 


was the nature of the report winch had ex- principles alluded to by the hon. gept. 
cited so much alarm, and which had met wi/o had just sat down, or with a view tp^ 
with .such unusual opposition, before its consult lluj interests of the colonies, at tJih 
nature was communicated or understood. cxpcnce. of those of the mother country.’ ' 
Loril Jsinnini' thought the discussion The circumstances which galled for thp 
premature till the );epon should be printed* inve.sligatioii of the committee, w'ere ef *• 
and in the hands of members a sullicient temporary nature ; so was the relief prtjf^ • 

» I.r. ^ LI .1* I 4.U». kaAk-k..«.4. __ _ ‘‘j' 


time for consideration. He did not con¬ 
ceive tliat the right hon. gent, on whose 
motion the comniitlee w'as formed, had 
passed over the members lor Norfolk, Suf¬ 
folk, and Essex, because these were i:orn 
c-ounties. He himself had voted in favour 
of the recommeitdation to prohibit the use 

' • t • . %. I . • 1.1 ■ 


posed in the report. These circumstaticieii 
applied to the mother country as well' ^ 
tlie colonies, and so did the relief; |nd 
so far was ^it from being intended to do 
any pitinaturo injury to agriculture, that 
not even a momentary depression of the 
price of grain was to take place without a 


of corn in dist^llatiorr, bat he by no mean;., [lower to put an cud to the proposed re- 
would have diohe so, if he could have tstriction. He. would expre.s.s no opinion as 
thought the 4>i'ohibition likely to prqvc to the propriety of carrying theu'ecom- 
injiv^iOus 10 the landed interest. mend^tion contained in the report into 

-r" Mr. Ltishintrlon thought it must be a e'llect. He had Ibrmed no opvtion; bp 
most extravagant degree of alarm that. .. 


had avoided forming any till hes should' 


f-.ould suggest to one member that the bar- have the .whole ..ui;j^ct and evidence before 
ley tlehis would lie uncultivated, and to him in the r.qiort. '''he’ pommilte.e had 
another thqt the representation 0^ the been appointed to consider the depressed 
people, and composition of tho house of state of the West India produce, and what 
commons, would be deteriorated by allbrd- relief could be atlbrdcd by introducing the - 
itig the relief Which West India produce^ n.sc of sugar into the di.stitleries, or by ' 


required, wh^:b could be afliirded wiihout any other means. 


The committee had 
flivthe st^ite of our fi). 
pbabjlity^f our beWig 
MLdi' our iljjuai 
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had^been framed. Th<?»c were matters 
which it was no absurdity to refer toka 
foijatnittcc, nor to receive a report •up<^ 
^era. As to the fovm|[tioii of liic eovi- 


>, Apkil is, lBOBY-‘&p^lHttiaatie>n. [(SO 

port but its sbbstance, and would reserre a 
pe^eet fseedom of opinion till he 
particularly examined it. He thouj^lit \t 
ri^ht, lio\»cvcr, to observe, that ihe iTlus- 


•fnittee, it was made up of country gentle- tration adduced by the right iion. gum 
'men, general inerchiyits, and persons con- opposite did not apply. Ifringing an ad- 
liecteu \yilh the West ladies. So far was ditioaal (juaiitily of land into cultivation 
^ ^e runiour from being founded, which only increased the supply of the article. 


stated that the lucinbers for three particu¬ 
lar cuuniies had bun purposely passed 
over, that it was his intention to have 
named a member for one of those coun¬ 
ties, (Norli)llv) if he had noticed him m 
tjttendance previous to the. appoinlinent of 
the committee. Otj four members added 
io the coinmiitec subsequent to its forma¬ 
tion, one only was a merchant, distin¬ 
guished for hisunrormaiion, and llic ollu r 
uree, gentlemen of the landed interest, 
of whom one, the hon. baros-ct bebind him 
(sir 11. Mildmay) had taken a veiy active 
part in the committee. At the same time 
l^at be professed and felt so great rogatd 
for the interests ot*agrVi:u!turc, he thought 
that if by bringing an additional tu-iicle of 
food into nuikct, a former article should 
sustain some falling offt there \'^ould yet 
be no reason to cunijiiain,' any more than 
if by putting three or lour limulred thbu- 
saOQ acres of waste land into vdtivation, 
■^he general price of ]>rovision-. should be 
j^uced. 11^ hoped that alter the report 
<s|i'ou]d he printed, and a reasonable time 
. ailbrded for its consideration, the sen.st’ of 
the house w imld be taken upon it, in order 
that the suspense that now existed should 
be brought to an end. 


and extended the compeiitioa in the 
market; but, in this case, tlicrc was a 
prohibition of one article, and an exclu¬ 
sion of one set ol dealoiv-. , 

Sir J. Sinduir stated, that the agricul- 
tural part of the commimity ihrcuiliout 
the uiujiirc htid felt the greatest alarm since 
the eorriinittee liad been Ibrmu). it wys 
therefore essential that the Kiporl slii/ii^ 
be* printed Ue speqlily as possible, and, 
that it should be circulated rlirougb the 
country, and full time given Ibr the con¬ 
sideration of it. Then the scnliincuts of 
the fanners and land-owners might In: um- 
veyi'-ii to parliament; the case, would be 
decided on an attentive view of the whole 
of the merits; and the landed interest 
would receive that protection lo which it 
was entitled. 

Mr. l\liinnin>r said, the attention of the 
committee was always directed to llie in¬ 
terests of the country, af»*well a.s to tho.,e 
f the W'est India liade. lie should li.ive 
felt biinself nnwortby of the trust r<*p<,.sc{| 
,in him as a member of the committee, if 
le had acted on any other principle. The 
measuie recommended was but ol a tem¬ 
porary nature, to be in force for twelve 
months from the 1st of July next; audit' 


Sir. C'. J^lis coitdeiiincd the 'hfiposition the restrid'iion should at any time be I'ound 
sfeewn to the •re|rt>rt as prematurft; the injurious to the price of corn, it might be 
object ol the report could yet be-scarcely rem*oved without delay. But, if the re* 
kl)own,*and certainly the roason.s on which sp-iction on the expon.U.fion of corn from 
that object was fouuued, and the rcgiilatioqs he.port of London (u the i\olonies should 

and restrictions by which the proposed 
zneasurs V”.is to be uccuinjiaiiicd, were nut. 

He -was satisiied, that no member ijf tfio 
committq^i would have voted for the report, 
if ther^eoiijd have been the sliglit<Jst idea 
that the measure prom»fl6<>woulii, be inju¬ 
rious to agricujjjjl^''The committee was 
fairly Armed of persons selected from 


be taken oil) the landed tntere.st would 
gain more by opening thiuV trade than it 
could by any possibility sulh;r''frdl:i the 
limitation, lie thought it right to staiO' 
this now, to correct as far as possible the 
misconception and alarm that had gone 
aoroad. Such explanation was the more 
essential, as from the voluminous nature of 


every interest, and fAimed its report from the Report, it would be a long lime before 
thp best view of the general situation and it could be printed and circulated in such 
circumstances of the country. j»a manner as to do itself that justice. As a 

• Admiral .//an-iy declared himself s-atis- proofof the ipipartialily thalteegulatedthe 
fied alter thp explanation of thfc chancel- formation of the Committed he stated. 


1 d» of the /^etpquet^ that the runiour of 
the m envbcrs fo^*’.:.^ vorn counties hav- 
ii^.oeeirexcludcd from impropci motives, 
#48 without foundation. 

Wifulkhm knew nothing of the Re* 


that he did not know his a&wA waa dh.the < 
lust till he heard it pronounced from the 
chair. Most rtf the inerch^tS on Jhe 


committee were wholly uncop&cted mi 

llip W^PCf.lnrliM 


d ftith \ 
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Mr. Maclead stated, that’ the greatest 
a'artn prevailed in the county ho ref>re^ 
f"*tiligd (Uoss), and the adjoining county 
of Sutherland, at the idea of the measure 
recommended in this report. He was sure 
there would be meetings, and petitions to 
parliament on the subject. 

liord Binnins; Hien gave notice, that un¬ 
less some other person should oiler a motion 
to the house founded on the Keport, he 
should do so in proper time. 

[Stii'Enoi'.ky Cl'iiates Bill.] The 
Chancellor of tiie Exchequer brought in a 
bill t(j encourage the residence of Stipen¬ 
diary t-’nrates. 

!\fr. M. A. Tuylor woitld he glad of a 
I fbvisioii that would secure even the re.si- 
Jence of Curates ; fot the <uily obje.ct ot* 
/many of those, who jriosst'ssed a plurality 
«)f living;, was to get the duty dune as 
cheaply ,as possible. The Clergy Resi¬ 
dence act hud in a great ntensm-e. failed 
from the fai ility of procuring liecnci's. He 
knew an instance of a clergyman who had 
two livings in difleicnt parts of the eouii- 
li’V,v'ho procured an evempticn from re¬ 
siding at. any oftli'-iii; from the one eptm 
a eertifirate that ill'- eomifrydid not agree 
wilh liis coii.stitution, and l.Min the other 
because the coifiitiy did net agree with 
Ins wife.—Tlin hili was then read a first 
and .seemel time, eommiri. d aiul reported, 
[I'lN.vM'i:. 1 'Mv.' Hiildidph havii g iiniii- 

t'liiieil, on a fono. r night, that tlio mtere.sl 
and .sinking fond for the sum wanted for 
the .'Tfv ice oft he year, might be found witli- 
iint impo-sing any new taxes on the .snlvjeet, 
bad to propose oTtain Hesrdu'i'^ins wi+h a 
view to tliat objoct, which he hoped •he 
bouse woukl allow to b^ laid on the table, 
and to be printpfV'fn order to their beinij 
taken into coiis*(lerfitidn on a fiiture day.*— 
On the .sugg*>’<tion of the chancfdior of 
the ext hetpic-/, it was agreed, that ti e; 
Resobtfnms should be read, and the de- 
l,^te arising on fliem ad loiimed to Fridaj' 
fortnight.—Several Resolutions relating to 
the am'jmvt of Stjpplies voted, the surj^bisof 
the ConsoMdateri bund, &c, were read and 
dssjiosed of aMordingly, but on a Rcf'jIu- 
tloiv proposing the sale of some parts of 
tho- Horeditnry Revenue of the crown, 

'I’he Speaker .stated, that it'was contrary 
to procf'deut t/lat the house shottld inter¬ 
fere' wilh th^ liorcditary revenue of the 
miown.Vith'aH.thc authority of a speeiaf 
comniutiieatiriffrom his majesty*. 

T'U.j. t'/ftwwi 'Uor o/' the f!xckeqaer said his 
t<»ojosW^h!iHin«>»‘bwn censiih^. 

, ii!lrv<^’e,&«//>A-proposed'to recdncHd this- 

‘1*/' 


proposition to the forms^ of t&e hou»,|^ 
rtakinglt the sunject of a recoratuehd^ 
Hon, or in somo Other way, so as to 
it bruught under the considersitiou of t&o 
hou.se. 

Mr. Ijitkbrid^e hoped the hon. ge^< 
would withdraw his motion. ;lt 
(juite improper to think of interfering vntjl 
the hereditary revenue, without his inas 
jesty's permis.sign, iulitnated either by 'ai 
special message or by bis conlideutUli 
advisers. 

Mr. Biddulph refused to withdraw hli 
motion, and thought thedificultiesdf fori^ 
ought to be accomnA)dal.<id rather thai^ 
made a bar to tho. cnnsideratlun of a pri^, 
position, the object of which wa.s to sav'd 
the sub,ect from any additional burthehi 
this year. As certain property, such av 
warehouses and legal' ijuays, had been pill-*! 
chased by money from the Consolidated! 
b’liinl, and vested in his majesty, so Htfp 
thought parts of the,othfr properly of the, 
crown liiigiit be granted for the service of 
t.he pnbbc. lie did tint mean to touellv 
any property essential to the dignityj' 
.splcndous, or comfort of the crown. The' 
proL'crtv he alluded to consisted chiefly 
of ifctnched houses and .smivll pieces of' 
land in Pbicadilly, and other parts oflho 
town, to the .sale of which he could not 
•see anv good grouiul of opposition. fSa* 
would give a schedule of this property in¬ 
due lime. It, roii'<isled, first of proj^erly- 
uHeiiiled wnth constant loss ; secondly, of 
trilling rents, which had constantly db-’ 
«‘iin.''d in vpluc fioni the time of I^iiip' 
and Mary, when they were worth 5,l-<50i(v 
to the present time, when tlmy were wortfc 
only 1.5t)fd. ami -still falling ofi^; thirdlji^' 
of detached hmises, such as he before alhid- 
icd to* This .specie-: of p.roperty was uo- 
•,.vaila!)lc, either to the dignity or mterestfc' 
of •h-'! crown, and he was-sure hks rrlnjesty 
won Id '^lavp nor diificuity to make it mutter' 
ol'%rrangetrrent to alleviate the buitliena of 
his pcojVle. 

.The Sf'.eaker repeaVed the impediment ii| 
point of form. 

The CknnceltoT of the /vjeAK/MerexpVpssetl 
his- readines.s to ahHiulon the Bills he had 
introduced to provide fi>r the interest and- 
.sinkiiig fund for the suiriH uanted for tbe- 
publtc S' n’jce, if tho hon. gmt* could' d@i* 
viiAc mean.s of answering these e^ims IvitH--*' 
out new taxe^ Ho •^onbl ■‘be^fatt‘fiiiil\ 
even, for any .sugg'e^’^ that* cou;d 
tO'diminisfi we tftscs he bad felt biinsefl^ 
called- upon to propose; bnt'jie did n^*' 
see how* what the* hon. genf. proposed','ih*' 
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far as he understood it, applied to the ser¬ 
vice of the present year. It was tru 
that -‘Some unproductive parts of the Ifi're 
dihury revenue had alreadj^ been sold ; hflt 
it vi'as by tlie advice of I lie crown, and in 
consequence of rcconfmondation# founded 
lljhni prj-per inquiries and investigation. 

It was true that Icj^al quays and v.-are- 
bouses had been pundiiised by the public 
and vested in the crown, and that consi¬ 
derable sums liud been jiaid fur them to the 
atnount of 'i or lOOjOOO/. liut though t!u* 
public might have thought it right to pur¬ 
chase at a high price, for public accom- 
IQodation, tlie good will of individuals who 
Isad a vested right in these possessions, it 
did not tbllow that the property nasof 
tbdt value, or that it would produA near 
DO much on a rc-salc. \V'itlt respect to the 
parts ofthe hereditary* reveftue, whicli the 
Don. gent, wished to make subject to par¬ 
liamentary disposal, it was now matter of 
consideration with t^ie surveyors 
commissioners under the direction of the 
crown, how to dispose of the unprntiiablu 
part of this revenue, and to v».‘St the pro¬ 
duce in profitable property. It was, hnw- 
ever, a step that ought not to be taken 
without mature consideration, 'riioiigh 
there was an impediment of fiy^m, which 
precluded the house from entertainiug tlic 
Resolution, t^e hon. gent, might rc.st 
‘assured that his suggestion would not be 
left unattended to. 

Mr. Biddufph replied, that he was very 
willing to withilraw the resolution, if the 
rt, hon. gent, would yndeavoiir to procure 
for the objeet of it the recomm^ndation of 
the crown.—On 'the suggestion \)f the 
Speaker, the last Hcsulutioii was with¬ 
drawn,' and the consideration of the other 
Resolutions was postponed to tli/: 25th pf. 
this montii. i 

[Iris^i Protestant Charity School?."] 

The Report of the Committee of iiupply 
W'as recaived, and the Resolutions wc+e 
agreed<lo.-,-Upon the Resolution fof grant¬ 
ing 20,0()0/. tq the ■Protestant Charter 
.schools oflrelanitt. 

IS/lrKPametl rose to draw the attention of 
the house to a cirCuinstancc respecting ' 
those instituiions he had before alluded 
to, and whicfi !>• thought ought to he rc- : 
dressed. A .sort of Catechism i>t{d been ' 
composed lor those schools, called the ‘Pi«u- I 
tCistant (^ec^afm,’«vvhioh ^id not dwell, | 
asl^e ^tcohisms-nevvere bes't acquaiiilei' ' 

Utldl, upon prayers, creed, or Vuminand- 
mj^S, but went almost entirely to abusi' 
tb« tciiets 0^ the Catholic church, whicii 


I were completely .misrepresented in it. 

I Alinist alPthe assertions which were i» 
this book respecting the doctrines of 
Catholic religion were completely utifound- 
fd; tlicy were in contradiction to the 
doctrines which the Catholic children 
learned in their prayer book, and which 
the Catholic body pi'ofes'*eil and avowed, 
lie then read several extracts from this 
‘ Protest'uit Catechism,’ as it was called 
and co)n|)ai'od them with the Catholic 
prayer book, and with the daclaration so- 
iei.inly .subscribed by the (aitliolics. ^’lle 
elhict of impressing siieh gross inisrrtprc- 
.scntalions on the iiiiiitlfi of young chfidren 
could be only to increase tlio.'>e ^religious 
anipoisitic.s which every good man wisli?!!^ 
allay as imteii as possible. Among this\ 
ines*which '20i<-'> children’were now 
taught at those Protestant ciiarter .schools, 
wTre these ' that ilic body of the (Catholics 
. .. I'oiiceivetl th.it no allegi.incc was due to 
and f tiic knig, and that lailh was not to bo kept 
with heretics.’ It was ovidcut, that they 
must hate those vvliom they comanved ca¬ 
pable of entertainin.g such sentiments. At 
a time when the hlierality of parliiunent 
was .ijipcaled lo in support of this institu¬ 
tion, lie conceived ii would be a propi-r 
(iiiie to lelorm this abuse,‘and lo ])rovent 
such a C.vlerhism being taught at iln'so 
sehooLs. 

.Sir .1, WdU'shy was sorry that tlii.s siib- 
jed had been ilrawn into diseus'.ion in that 
house. It had already engaged the at¬ 
tention of the Board ol’ Education, who 
would probably gi\c directions respecting 
it. He ccftainly never had seen the ' l‘ro- 
testant Catechism,’ nor was he acquainted 
wilfj those doi'uineiiis which the hon. gent. 
q«()ted to refute it; thought, that 

'when he had statcd'what'^vas taught in 
some .schools, lie ought also:to have .slated 
wliat was taught in othens. Jle had been 
iniormed, that at .several Catlmlic 'Sthools 


cinldien had been taught to read, ,not ill 
ihe Bible, but in Paine’s Rights of Man, 
and im bonks whicii gave an acciijint of 
what the Roman Catholics of Ireland had 
sufliy-ed fi'om the Protestants. Such an 
education as this would breed them up iu 
a fixed and rooted hatred to Protestants. 

Mr. O’ntttan bore testiniony to the good 
maii'jgeincnt of the charfer schools in 
otlier respects ; but he cor^lemned this 

h had been 

.'umposed Jin* tlieir use. ■ Airing other ex- 
wacts which he road from 
ihe^child is asked, wasthem^ 
fur per.>ons iu the comiaun 






' cbui'oh of Rome f' . The answw to it was in 
svJbHtttoee, ' tliat their souls were in great 
if they did not einhraoe the light 
>• when it was ollered titem, and abjure the 
errors in whn h they were brought uf>/ 
iVlr. Elliot read IVoiii the R<Miiaii ('a- 
tholic firayer-book, whi. h was piiltlisiu'd 
by the sanciioii oii the ItMir (.'atholic- ai\ h- 
bishops of Jre:aud, and nhir It was put into 
tile lian.ls ut all the (.'ulholie clnliireti of 
that, fomiiry, doctiin s lutaily liitlererit 
from those which had been nnpultjl to 
them in this ‘ i’lon srant (’.tteehism/ 'l'in' 
in (he C’atholic prayer-book 
were allogianec to tiie king, and respect 
to e\i.-iimg goveniiMcnts. in tiiat part of 
itp\ hich related to hjve and r h,n ily to our 
i^-jghbours, the cpicsfign is put in the Ca-_ 
iiioin; eliiid, ‘ Nl'ho is yniir iieigdboiirr' 
till’ answer is, mankind of eveiy persna- 
'(1)11, anrj vvo are bound to love thoa- wlio 
diiier iron) us in ojiinioii, and even those 
who injure us,’ ’ 

►Sir ./. Nf’xjxyrt thought that it was no 
sort of excuse for stieii (ioelrines heing 
(aught in oui eliarter-.scdiools, wliirli were 
national iii.stiintlons, under tiie controul of 
goiornment, and paid ljy the jmtdie, to 
say that at some o!>s<-ure (ialholic school 
rioctriiies :cs niisclficvous were taught, fie 
thought Ins lion. Ifiend had done very 
righr in liringnig I lie ini.siiicss iorward in 
this nianm r, as it wps ofien by (he aiii- 
inaiivt'ision.s of the public that the grossest 
abuses were l oneeied. It was not above 
Hye.irsago wlien no chihircii could be 
educated at lho,se I'rofestant cliarter 
schools but tlK‘ children of popi.sfi piircnls, 
smd it vta.s terv lately a cusUnii to send 
the cliihlren from llie Simth ot Ireland'to 
the North, and change their names for iho^ 
purpose of cuthng oil'all intercourse with 
their parents or rcdalions. Those abuses 
iiad been hitj«H'rio principally correctetL 
by beoaniiiig subjects of general conver- 
‘•jtfdn and censure. 

Colonel burry supposed it possible that 
this ‘ Protestant Catechism’ might, have 
been composed before the Cat-holies for¬ 
mally and solemnly disavow'ed tiie senti¬ 
ments imputed to them. 

Mr. Fuz"craid (knight of Kerry) said,-; 
that Mr. Purnelf had been ab-solntaly ob¬ 
liged to bring tihe matter before the house, 
ns he had heon deiied to produce such a 
CateclTism at-ithc time he alludetf to it. 
The Catechism had now been4irodu<!fed,' 
and -it wa^ w composition only lit for a 
Purtti^ucsed«‘$<iit, in the 16th century. If 
J^natniiadyoia had now been alive* and 
7 VoL iil. 


was ebaiKelloir of the- ^ 

laud, he must havclbeen t|oite.£il)Atn^d 
d.|[end a Catecbisjki like this-, Its 
was evidently to ,insiitnto a hatred p 
every person of a ddlcreut religious . j 

and when jjrc were a.s.k< d to pay SOgXI^-,. 
per aiiiimn for tho-i*: schools, it >vj;is 
to reiptire that the Catechism shduld jlw.;) 
laid aside. 

j\ir. Panirll said, lliat hr had mif inv.^. 
tcriiicd to liiiil fault with any thiijg else ia,i, 
these institutions, and having mea'.iuijed', 
ihi-i matter jmblickiy, lie should not refuss 
to vote file sum named in the rcsolulion.-:*:i , 
The Resolution was Ihyi agreed to. 

[Pki TIIO.NS against THEOimERS IN'CoUK^. 
III..] 'llie Ch neellor ol tlie IwLhequer 
haviiig moved the ori'er <>1 tU- day for thjji;, 
hou.se going into a ' nr'ii'uiliee on the Peti¬ 
tions agaiii't ll*.'(hdisis in Council, and,, 
*ho hou.se having gone into a committee,, ' 
several wiinesses were called in to answer 
Hie evident e in support of tlic.se petitioit^,, 
—Tin; liou.se resuiiielll, add the chairman 
obtained leave to sit again on Tuesday/, 
,s(-’nniglii, witi) an nndiTstanditig that the . 
evidence iy support of the Orders was then., 
clo.sed, and that the witnesses which had, 
beei! named on a former day by Mr,, 
'riirney shuiild then attend. 


HOUSE Of <'OMMON4l,, ‘ ' 

T/niihdaj;, Jpril J-t. * 

[Minutes.] Twoiuw writs were of-’ 
dered to l)c is.^ued, one for the borongli of . 
►St. M ivves, in tin; room of S rope Barnard, 
pstp w!io In.s acrepitd of the ollice ,df 
steward iof the Chiltcni, ho/iilreds ; the 
other for tlie borough of Wareham, in the / 
room of sir C. T.Calcraft, who has , ac; 
repted his inijesly’s hundreds of East 
fjehdred.—Mr. Crah.in jircsente I apetl-, 
tlon from the South London water ijvork* . , 

coirfpan^ again.st theVaiixhall liridge bill, 
which was ordered to lie upon the table. 

[Loc-ii. Militi\ liitL.] Sir J. t. Hip- ‘ 
pklt'jf begged to put a questiiA td the 
chanccllor'of the exchei|uer>in the abscnc# 
of a noble viscount 'who had bniught in' • 
this bill; which was, \^Jhether any cA'ep- . 
tion waS to be made in favour ol thove baj'- 
loted men, who hiwl relied on the iaith of 
parliament for not being again called upori,’ 
tilVthe itsls* of their rcsncclive parishes’- ^ 
were exhausted ? For .such }'a\thc,cdH-/ 
structioii of the* law i^^d^^ iitleiiiieB, 
himself, wWn had acted m carry nig uio^ 
effect tlie provisions of the late MijUm » 
Transfer bill, bad witnessed ‘ite 
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OxpriBsaed by such persons as stood in this 
situation. *' I 

yvi The Chancellor of tJic\Exchequer could ^ot 

5 solve the question, fi;pni liis recoileotion 
’.the provisions of the bill. 

.Sir j. C. Ilij^mlity ohM‘i~vet\,^lhat he put 
question, not hierely from knowing 
> bow hUeresling the result must be to those 
who stood in this predicament, but also in 
conipliance with a requisition which hud 
• been ina«le to Itim.—Adjourned till Tues¬ 
day the 2tJlh instant. 


House OF COMMONS. 

Tuesdhj/, April ‘2(i. 

[Inisii Cleugv REaiDtM-E BtLL.] On 
the order of ^he day hir the sctoiiJ reading 
of the Irish Clergy llcsidt'iice bill. 

Sir John iVaijtort said, he fully concurred 
in the measure, so far as it went ; but 
this bill fell very far short of the ellicieiit 
purposes for which it had been frumetk 
He thought it shouUl make more ample 
prov ision for curates, who, in ra.se of the 
_ non-residence of the rectors, would have 
"to do the whole of the duty, and that the 
power of dispensing with, or*" enforcing 
residence, should not rest with the bi.skops. 
The person who did ttot reside on his 
living, ought to give a considerable portion 
of the ])roiits to him who did reside, and 
w'ho perforfticd the duty. He was also at 
a loss to know wlij-^ this bill contained no 
j)rovi'.ion to augment the salaries of curates. 
The hon. baronet then stated instances of 
'curates having no more than 20/. or 251. 
♦•year. % 

Sir A. IVcllcslf^, in reply, sai<V that it 
w'as Ixis intention to piopose an augnien- 
tnHon to the salaries of the curates in Ire¬ 
land ; which he should do, either in th(i 
commitfe<‘on the bill of his*'right Kojji. 
'frieml^or by a separate bill. \Vith re*s- 
pcet to the hon. baronet's ohserviltiun 
against granting power to bishop* to dis¬ 
pense Hith residence, he was afr^tid that, 
as pluralities must exist in Ireland, in con¬ 
sequence of tU -present .state of the church 
there, it would be impossible to enforce 
resiefence in evcry^instance. 

_ The Chancellor of the Exchequer ‘jaitl, hi.s 
; right hon. friend had considerably liiniteij, 
‘,the cases where uoii-residence was allowed 
* iii Ireland. And it would bft liV parjia- 
'‘jrient herjrafU'r to see how far the power 
•bf dispwuin^;^<^tl^es'den(S3 .bad been ex- 
tyidocf W itliSrftkpect to tht^ curates of 
^Ircfoud, U was bis wish that the provision 
for augmqpting their salaries should be 


coasolidatetl into a bill of a similar kind ‘ 
fo^ eacr«a.sing the salaries of the curates* in 
England.—^I'lie bill was then read a sec.pii‘i 
time, and ordered to be committed on' 
Thursday. 

[pExrrio.v OF the East India Com- 
FANY.] Mr. C. Grwit presented a Petition 
of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East Indies, setting 
forth, 

“ That the petitioners, for many years 
last pa.st, have been cntitlad to, an<l have 
carrieil on, and arc* now entitled to, and 
carry on, the sole and exclusive tra^e be¬ 
tween the United Kingdom of (ircat Bri¬ 
tain ami Ireland and the. East Indies and 
China ; and the petitioners are a1s(r\^in 
tTie possession of,certain territories \ti 
the Edst Indies ^ i^'lding u large aimuiA 
revenue, the immediate goveininent ot 
which tcrritorie.s is exercised under thi 
ouJers of the Court of Directors of the pe- 
titfoners; but the supreme superinten- 
demy:, direction, and contronl of all acts, 
operations, and concerns which in any 
way relate to the civil or rniliiary govern¬ 
ment and revenue of tlio :.aid territories, 
has been for many years past, and is now 
vested in the Boanl of (Joiuinisiioners ap- 
])ointed by his iniijesty v’or the Allairs of 
India, according to the act of parliament 
in that case made ami provided :—That 
the petitioners’ concejrns are principally of 
two kinds, one of which regards tlie civil 
and military government of the said terri¬ 
tory, its political relations, and the Indian 
debt incurred iii respect thereof; th* 
other ofsc'hieh regards the conniierte car¬ 
ried on by the petitioners, and the debts 
uful credits of the petitioners relating 
Lthercto :—That the petitioners, being esta- 
^btished by law astke oiilWdiaiincl ol com¬ 
mercial intercourse betwTk;ii his majesty’s - 
dominions and the East lilies and China, ^ 
(he legislature has, from time to tK.'.(^e, im¬ 
posed restrictions upon the powers wHich 
tile petitioners, as a corporation, might 
othet;vvisc have exercised, and has provided 
regulations for the conductor tlie ^heorns 
of the petitioners, and psu'ticulnrly with 
respect to the raising of money at home 
for these purposes ; by reason whereof^ 
aiul by reason that the petitioners’ cun- 
ceriTs are intimately eonnqcled with those 
of the public, and are of a mture and mag- . 
nitude which cannot be managed foy . the 
ntl^ans agplieahto to those of individuals, 
thp petitioners have been oUi^^ed, on dif¬ 
ferent emergencies, from to time, to 
to Hie house for 
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linints ;—^That, in the courae of the last ropean war sincrf 1793, nndet thife 
hrnJ the present war, the petilJhners have ing heads: 1st, freight and denmra^, 
'wriKn'd various expences for expedition*' Ivliidti, in tlie tvurse of 14 years, liava 
from file continent of India to the French cfeatetl an increas** of expence to the' pte« 
Dutch, an<l Spanish Islands in the Indian titiujiers by the sum of 7,000,000/.' 'sterl^ 
Seas, an<i to Egypt, under ttie instruction.* ing; ‘idf in the increased cost of the ma- 
of hi.s majesty's government, which ex- nufactures of tiiis country oxportej^ byilht 
pcncos were advanced upon tlie reliance petitioners, to the annual amount, on 'Ml 
of the petitioners that they were to be average of 13 years from 17!^3*4, of about 
fullj reimbur.sod by the public, and difle- 1 (*‘>O,0(X)/, sterling, which Increase has 
rent .sums have at diHcruiit limes been not been counterbalanced by an increase 
is.siicd to the petitioners in respect thereof; in the selling prices abroad of the sathe 
never!lieless the petitioners claim that a goods, nor by diminution in the cost of 
larg? balance is still due to the petitioners goods purchased abroad for importation 
on that accountThat the petitioners into England; 3d, iiisdimiiiulion of profits 
were, on,the 1st ot March last, indebted on the Indian investments homeward:— 
'o his majesty for Customs and for Excise, 1. Tlie large supplies in goods and bullion, 
to the amount of 1,1'JO/i.'iS/. and arc stilj sent odt to India and Chiifo by the peti- 
at this time indebted to liis majesty on the tioners between the years 1H02 and 180)3, 
said dct ount ill the sum of 770,000/.; and, exceeding vcl^ conniderably the returns 
'•npoira loaispetlive estimate of the peru- which have been made them in thecOli' 
niarytiMusactions of the petitioners in Eng- responding number of years; those sup- 
land, from the 1st of March last to the l.st plies were origina^y turoislicd for the 
gf March 1809, it apjiears that the pay- purpose of increasing the investments of 
ments, inqjuding the said debts to his ma- the petitioners, in order that by increased 
j^ty, to be made by the petitioners within coinniercial profits, joined to increased 
tmit period, will exceed the piubable revenue %aving.s, tile Indian debt might be 
ainount of their receipts w'ithin the same in part liquidated; but in the years 1803 
period by the sum of 2,433,1 K.'i/. or there- ann I801-, when those supplies arrived in 
about, not incliiAiiig in the said receipts India, great part thereof, particularly of 
any part of the balance wIik h may ap- the bullion, was absorbed by the expences ' 
]iear to be due by the public to the peri- of the war then carried oi| agaiicst the 
tiouers ; and it would be highly inroii- Mahrattas; and in 1805 to aid the Indian * 
venient and disadvantageous that the peti- finances of the petitioners in the .said war, 
tioners should raise the whole of that sum ihey still sent large supplies of bullion, 
by the means now in their power:—That besidi-s the usual exports of goods, which 
the petitioners are not conscious of having latter were also, to as.siht the inanufiictufcs 
created or aggravated the finaiicial pres- of this country, continued to be exported 
sure w'hich the petitioners now feel, but that upon all extended scale to lAdia and China 
the same has been produced by a combina- n ISOfi, ail which exports in the .said 
tioiiof the following causes; thatistosay\ scvei'hl \eurs are among the more imuie- 
1. The vast amount 6f the Debt accuiuu- i^d^ate caiiijcs of the pres.surc now felt upon 
lated in India in respect of the territorial j she home finances of the pelilioner.s, the 
po.ssc.ssions, and the high rate of interijst returns hitherto received for the Said ex* 
w'hit^ such Debt bears, the efiects of [lorts filing, as already observed, far short 
which have been to intercept the .surplus of their amount:—5. The coinparativeiy 
of the Indian Revenue intended by par- small iSive.stments which werc^sent home 
liamgtt to be derived from thenceko the to the petitioners fiojii In.lia during the' 
rommereA of the petilioiur.s, and to occa- years 1803-I-.5, wiicrL.us, tViuvetlnieiits in 
sion large (Irafls on the petitioners at fyiime proportion even to the aiiioiiiit usual in 
for payment of interest on the said Debts, pieccding years had bt-en sent home they 
as well as payments for political charges could then have been sold, and would have 
Appertaining t6'the Indian territi.ry out of produced a coiisider.ible influx of money 
the home funds of the pctitintver.s :* 2. The into the, petitioners’ treasury in England, 
veryjarge sums advanced by die peti- w4iich woflld have bie/j leai^ to bava 
tioners foe the expeditions from India bo- counteracted the etiei^ of jl'c ',ery sti\<tH 
fore-mentioned, part of w’hich was nor- sales wliich in the p^-..'Vsi itc ol'\L«ioj5o 
rowed in /ndia at a high rate of interest: can only he made, and v. hii li teiiiJs to uie 
—3. The d'AVwioration occasioned in,the furllu r embaira.ssmentof the afrairs of tl,** 
Wlairs of'die petitioners by a stats of £u- petitioaeis:—U. That aBteriof* to tlie ptr» 
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riod'of lfeQ2 inenlioncfl unflvr the 4th 
head, and dur.ng a pcrijd oi ivii ycare, 
ffOm 17.07 i» l;i'/7, th' advances hiadn 
out of the pelitioncrs’ t'and'i at home, i*!i’ 
sapplie.s in ;i<wi.!s and bulium .sent to India 
and (-'h.na forpaymefit of lolls otV^xchiuigo 
dravtii UP'n tin* petitioners from them e. 
and for sums paid in L'lnghmd on aeconnt 
of political and military charges apper¬ 
taining to the. Indian territory, have very 
largely I'XceeJed all tin; returns rrce.\ed 
mthe. corre-.j)ontling period from ll:e saul 
eountrii s, which hy an account carelully 
made oi't appear to he indebted to iJie 
home coneeiii in tfie saiil period to an 
amount oxeeeilinji five million.s steiling.— 
That the petitioners do not jiresiime to re¬ 
quest the intel'posilion of the housl' to ai<l 
them in their present emeri'eney, without 
at tluj same time sliet. iiig tlfeir inu]ue.<tioii- 
alde iihility to diseharge all llieir ))re.sent 
debts in I'ingland, und to rejiay whatever 
the house may iJOp its Avi.srh.m think tit to 
as.sist tiiem with ; f. r, independent of the 
Indian Debt whitb the pclitioneis submit 
fa justly eIlaliveable on the Indian terri- 
Itjry, li'.e peiitionci ; f)e<> leavQ to si-.ite 
that, on flic 1st of INiareh I ist, tin; i-mn 
total of deltts, eai TMitg iiuerett and “not 
carrying interest, < wing by iht.ipetitioner.', 
in Kngiuttd, 'hen nmoented to the suiii of 
9,122,t/J//. ^'loi inehiding tlie ainount o(' 
th'r ir eapilal steek, hut ineliKling the debts 
hereinbefore men'ioiied to be due to Ins 
maje.sly for Customs and Exei e), and the 
*um owing h\ the pnf.lie to ilie p'-iitionei.s 
taking the same .is ii stands in ilie animal 


I remain at Lite end of the year gootls to (l\p 
am,flint of'^<,‘}07,()'12/. as a .security for nnjp 
loan that may he made ;—Thui tlie v'agjutM* 
Account.t and Estimates nece.ssarv to sup¬ 
port an application liy the petitioners to 
the house for ndicf in the premises could 
not he ina'tc nut in time lor tilt; peiitismers 
lo piepiire anti present a petition thereon 
before llu* tune liuiiled for receiving pri- 
I vati'],eliti<ins was el.ip ul; aiul theielore 
[nayiiig, that in consideralion of the cir- 
eumscuices of their c.ise, leave niuy he 
] gianted fo them now* to resent lo llie 
' iiou.se iheir peiitioii, |)rayiiig lliai t)u koii.st; 
w ill ho pleased to take the m.itler.s afore¬ 
said inlo their eonsideraiion, and to giant 
to file IV.i'i'Uier.s .such relief in the pro¬ 
mises as (heir c.- '■ nmy icipiire, and to thc' 
ho’.ise .simll seem luei. "—The JV-tiiion bu- 
iiig rc.id by the eleik, 

Mr. fr'/fuirsaid, liiat as the allairs- vi the 
I'/ist liidi i Compaiiv weic alce.ifly umler 
(he con'iiiieralioii of a conniiiuoe of tliat 
house, whicli wa.s ihcii eiiipio\td in iiives- 
ligaling them, he would move, '1 halihe I'e- 
lilion he relerred to the said eominitlee. 

Mr. .1/. A. said ahlmugh lie 

sho'jld he ineiiiied to luiw to any rei oin- 
mend.ition of that ei iinniltte, yet 1 h> eould 
not help fliiiikiiig tiie mos’l fair way would 
lie lo refer this J\‘tiii<'n to a speeial ctun- 
■nitu e, us it appeared lU he a (|iiesii(>n ot 
very great iinportaiiee in or 'er lo ascer¬ 
tain whether the P.>>..r India Company 
were preferring a e'aiiiior a demand, lie 
thought that as sueh a full iiive..tigatiuii was 
necess.iry, the iion. gent, who presented 


accounts at 2,-lii0,0()()/. and other good 
debts due to Vhol'n in England, together 
with the value, of tlie petitioners’ goods 
HOW' imsoid in tlieir ivarehous, s, and of the 
petit oner’s houses, warehouses,^aiul etl^'r 
propertv in England, amount to tlm .suiii 
of I ; and moreover, the peti¬ 

tioners certainly expect further good.s I'n in 
India anti Ch'm.i in the course of the pre- 
tent year.to tlie amount of 5.271,000/. 
’which, added the last-nieniioned .sum, 
Willipake their aetual propeity in Eriglaiul 
tamount to 1 !>, l-20,(>2.'j/, from which the 
.debts aforesaid hein^ deducted, thitfe will 
remain a balance of 10,2.»8,002/.; iJut tak¬ 
ing only the amount of the good.s now un¬ 
sold in their warehouses, being 7,1^15,.'f05/. 
»nd the aq)ounttof goods to Im expectfd 
ki the covv.se fcfj^tlicvj'car, being 5.271,000/. 
bo^h wj'il mak/!^s..?7;ggregau* of property 
amounting to 13,08(),.'f0.W. and If from this 
“be deducted the e.stimated amount of sales 
m the couTi^ of the year, there will still 


this peiitidh onghi to ha'ie given the house 
a regiiiar iiotiee of iii> iit'eaiion to i-efer it 
to’thc eoiv ider.ilHm aiul iiivesiigafion of 


/ eoiimiiitee. He did not wish to enter 
into any disciissi .ii*of East India allairs 


•I at present, hut he thought that whin the 


h^u.se were to he indiiieil to ugiee that 
sueh a siiiii should be given away, the ease 
ought not,to be siibni.lted to thcui instieli 


a thin house. 


most eommoii c-ases 


such nsitieoshad iiuiforiniy hi eu given, and 
was it not absurd to endeaviAtr, under 


otiu'r eircumstaiices, to make the house 
.sanction anti enenurago a demand to that 
extent iipoii the public? He hoped, there¬ 
fore, that a regular notice wouhl yet be 
given, for hci could not .so pdnriit one shil¬ 
ling of his constituents to go towards the 
Ea^t India company. He had been formerly 
one of the£Ea.st India comniittre, and then 
thought,as he still did think, that lliateom- 
pai^ was a monopoly that'Cyight not long^ 
to exist. This was a questioVi which would' 
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y^l CCR 1 C to be discussed; &ut he coaid rtcati trade, iivord^ that it might he 
iMt |)ennit any ijiiostioa of this kind tmi;u ierred to British subjects. With anan*- 
W^hout reiiiitidin? tlie huitse of the I'ul* I’jfial Moss in tralle, the company was 
laciods lib[)e.s tliat hud been lield out, that ol)4i<red to borrow,uiouey.ai)nuuily to pay 
the i'iast India C'unipnny would be able the uhidends to the holders of stock, 
lo assisi tJie funds of this country upon a Tlierefore^tiiild the nsmopoly was entirely 
future oc( usioii. In what way, he would pul an end to, there liiij^hl to be a liinites 
ask the house, n^re they to do it? Had tion of stock, and a stop put to tl»e pay« 
they ally means of doing so n hen such menr of OiMdeiuls, uidess the same couiti. 
claims were subniiticil r 'Ihe ('omiiiittco i)C : aid out of the protils. 
now silling vioiiid, no doubt, make out !Sir kIoIiii Xruport coiwiderod the sum 
their lie})oi't i;< the most judicious manner; now demanded as notliingless than a gift; 
but unless he should sec touchers and ac- and as ircl.nid must be obliged to cun'* 
coimte laid before the public, in the same tribute a ir.ul of it, he would now lay his 
manner as private ^merehaiits uoidd do claim on behult of iuclaiid, to a revision 
were tliey submiliiiig similar claims, and of the act by which Ireland gave up her 
I’ot the incie statement that tlii'y had je- right to any part of the (rade to India, in 
oouiCCS here and resources in India, he tbr^ order that she might reci A’e remunersi* 
otic could ind, be cenviiicc d of tbefr acluul tion for lu r lo ses m t onser|uenee of this 
rapability. Having had access to their monopoly. TWs was4he i.pinion of all the 
[n.' could nut lici|) llnnkiiig lhi> commercial bodi* s in Ireland, who felt that 
nii)no[>oly was a draw b.w k lo tiie gmieral iftliey I'onuiluited any diing towards re- 
tradi- cjf the comitiy, by alibiding‘the 'iieviiig the Iwist liid^coyipany,theyought 
.Americans to draw oil' one half of our to have a sli.ne in the trade, 
trade, and tended lo prevent it. in future' Air. ff/v/at dcCutji’d ibai he had no wish 
l‘imo4»eiommgiiiorcextc‘nsivc'. lletliouglU to take the bouse by .surprise, or to pasit 
ir'wa.s, therefore, the indispensable diitv any iiieiysme of importanee in a thin 
of ministers to impure', w-liellie.r, uiulei iioii.se; bat lu concoived that many of the 
sue h circiiu.s'ances, tliev sbould propose observations ju.st ma.le, had a tendency to 
to pariiaiiy'iit ii»'renew the cr,mpiiiiy’.s pre judiec'tije company in I he e vecs of the 
tliailer, vvhie.h vvoidel cxpire in IHII? He public', and lliererore iu' vvouid m.ike a 
w.!S one of those wlio would ne-ver consi'ui >lioil reply lo tbeii). W ith respect to the 
to the renewal of th.it charter for anothei' tr.i li-ol’inc' .Vme riiaus (o liid.a, ilie: public • 
tbive' yc'ars alter that ye'ar, provided lie labe ured niieh r a gieat mistake. 'J'hc 
bad then a .seat in that house. sMiianon of lairope was.such .isneecssardy 

Mr. Cicniy l)M)iiL,bt the boitse; under toelie'tk the extent of onr liuli.m Hade; 
obligations lo his lion, frie nd, for the man- and the nciiual st.io* of the Americ' 4 iKi 
Iter III winch he It id hiouiilit ^iiis subje'e! e na'iled th^-ni to eleiive adviiitages from 
forward, I’eiiig a me-i.iber ol’liie e;(ii: inii- tliat Ir.ftle, vv liicli jt was*no? in the power 
lee le»r iiiepiinng into thenliairs ol the liieNia of rlie company lo p.eveiit. \v henewer 
ciini|.niiv, he b.id an e'pportmiily «if seeing this case shoind come; to be fully elisceessed 
docume nts w hie h enabled him to foim.an bef n’c die,b‘>nse, sutbei.e iii icc would 

opinion, that the (.loinpaiiy rttver would be lie shewn to remove every pre*juelicc that 
ab.e tc! repay the; loan lliey were now call- miulit exist cn* the .sub,cct. iNi.il* other 
ing eai pailiame iit fei grant. Tiie'ic* w'l.s a e'onld 4 iipply tlie'continent <d J'!umj>e with 
deiicit m the present year’.s account of no Jnd.ao proeluee', but the .VincriccDis ; and 
h'ss than three miim-ns; and what reason it was rtor the iuiilt ol the cot^ipany that 
was U\erc to suppose that the ('i.aupanv they engrossed so great a shaie of tiie 
■vvonltl noL'comc next \ ear and t ail ftir aiio- truele. W idi lespect to the observations _ 
ther loan? Jf tiie nioney they r.dic'd lor vvineli feb roman hem. gent. (Air. »Cree» 
now was granted, n must be ton.sidered as vc'y',) ly’oid not knovv»bow larn was regy;^ 
a gift,anej not asa loan. It,there (ore,was lar lorla me nnur of the, c-ommiitee to give 
jieee.ssarv iiniiu dnitely to eeinsielei* whe- > an opinion Iroiii fl*>cnnien.s winch, in that 
ther the monopoly ought to Jje renewed, character, he li.ed access to, and thus pre*- 
The Company wa.s now carrying eui a jiAlic'e the ■Juelgment ot hij^isc, before 
trade without any surplus revenue, by beir- any repeirt was made;. ^Tiiei^'oi'-jpany had 
rowing money at a high iriter'ist. Tiu'ir the gnarunie^ etf'j-.. . .uit'iu to ■, expect 
tnule WAS tlaily decreasing, anel the AniC" that the'ir firescnl rcepiest vvouid be grant- 
ricans had Ix^^ivme their rivals in it. Sejime ed. He denieel that it was te* be consi- ' 
iweaus shovild be devised to slop this Ame- dered in the light of a gift; add he hoped 
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the house v^ould be oilopinion, that the 
petition ought to be relerred to the cotU' 
mittee up stuirs, as the best qualided 
consider the nature of it. ♦ 

Mr. P<»u>onbj/ saiil, that it was clear, that 
whatever the com|jij!iny might ^)c able to 
do at ipfuture period, thfjy were now un¬ 
able to [tay their divulend, and called 
, upon that house to enal>le them by a sum 
of money, to be raised upon tl»c country, 
to supply their deticiuiicy, and enable 
them to pay the dividend of their particu¬ 
lar stock, lie tbunght that before the 
house .igreed to dispose of 2,400,000/. of 
the public money, tlie public should know 
the real .state of the company, and be no 
longer imposcil upon by the delusions that 
had prevailed .so long and to siicl/ extent. 
It might be right, or it might be wrong, to 
comply with the prayer t>f the petition, 
but ill either c:i.se the roiiiitry had a right 
to expect that there vvouUi he no under¬ 
hand dealings, aijd tiyit evt'ry thing vvuulir 
be carried on, fairly and openly. Whether 
the total Mippre.ssion of the c.mpanv 
'would be a national injury was a very <lii- 
ferent question, and ohe he should think 
.it rash for him to go into any oiiiuioii 
upon; but it was a (piestioii of no little 
moment to ascertain, tvlu-fhor even the 
lemlmg or giving (hi.s sum would iiiuiiitniii 
the 1*^14 liidju t'ooipany us a solvent cum- 
paiiv for the iiuli ui il b iiefit. 

Tlie ChmaUor of the Exchiymr said, that 
there was at iiresent no call for a deler- 
xnination whellier it vias fit to comply 
.wph the prater of the petition or not. 
Tiiat quo.stioii must depend dpoii the lie- 
port of the (.'om'millee With rdgard to 
the compl iint of an lion. gent, that no 
noliee h.oJ been given, be cmiceived that 
it w.i.s not eiistoiiiary to require p notice^oi^f 
an intention to' present a petilion. If 11111 
ck’cd tftere bail bet n any doubt or dilli- 
culty With resjjecl Ip the motion, l^.mnded 
Upon itt.that might be a good reason for a 
delay in ^lie proceeding. But tlit v^dinlc 
that was now ^iroposed w-as, to pul. the 
petition in a state of enquiry, and fur that 
purpo.se nothing could be so proper as to 
refer it to the coRimittee actuai/y em¬ 
ployed ill the investigation of theVobject 
to which it related ; and there was^no oc-t 
casion therefore for any notice, "^he right 
hon. gent, who spoke last had begged that 
lie roie^-^niit^^ be^ioasidered as jiledgiiig 

S sel^ffo anyVn£'»*r.i (o th^ prayer of the 
tion by not objecting to this-reference. 

I caution was unnecessary, because 
ttcfoody codld be pledged till the result of 


the inquiry was known. He did J]^>t 
talte notice of this merely to observe thiit 
it was unnecessary, but he thought ityj^sht 
to advert to it because the right hon. gent, 
hud given it os bis opinion, that it ought 
to be assumed that this was not a loan but 
a gift, and that this gift was asked in order 
to enable the company to make a dividend 
of 10 per cent, to the holders of their .stock 
from the jmblic money. This, however, 
was exciting a prejudice against the Com¬ 
pany, without any real foviidation for it. 
It was expressly denied that the sum was 
requested as a gift; but, at all eventsi'facts 
were stated tlial inquired examination. 
The Coin|iuny olleied to make out that 
tl^py were to a certain extent creditors of 
l^the public ; ai""! nobody seemed to deny 
that .sodie hundred!, of thousands were due 
to tliem I’roin the country. If we chose to 
refuse any assistance to the Coijip'ir'y-ii. 
tbeir distress, w-e ought at least to take 
care not to contribute to that di.stress, by 
willdiolding from them what of right be¬ 
longed to them. Whether sometiiing more 
ought not to be done for the Oonipasiy in 
their [iresent situation, was a point upon 
w'hicli it would be much better to reserve 
any opinion till llu reportof the committee 
was laid liefore tin: liou.se.* It was, certainly, 
a very grave question, even in a national 
point of view, whether, fur want of some 
aid from the country,, under a temporary 
lircssurc, theatliiirs of the Company should 
be suHered to fall into utter confusion. If 
they'made out a case that called for this 
aid, and il should be judged advi^ealile to 
grant il, cVuld we in justice atlacli condi¬ 
tions to the grant, which would render it 
i\(f benefit, but tig; contrary ? 

^ Mr M. A. Tniflor, in ex|)lanatinn, .said, 
<h^t he had not as.r,Vrted that any notice 
was rerpiisite before presenting tlie peti¬ 
tion. What he did say was, ib.tt in a ques¬ 
tion of this magnitude it w'uuld have been 
(iroper to liavc given notice of the motion 
for reference. 

Mi'fi Ponso/ibt/, in explanation, , stated, 
that he had given no opinion* us to the 
propriety or impropriety of complying 
witfi the prayer of the petition. He had 
merely said, that this must be considered 
as a gift, and not a loan, and hU re.xsoii 
was, that if fhe credit of the Company was 
sound, they might borrow money upon it 
without coming to parliament: another 
Veifson wa^ that after all the promises as 
to the assistance they would be enabled to 
give the public, they had vgier advanced 
more thau 500,0001. fur that purpose, lit 
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should be plad find by &je Report of well as the tnerc^nt. He c(viciitd^),^by 
ilie Comoiiltee that the aitiiirs flf the Oom- expressing his Wijfh, tliat tlie atl ui-s of the 
.4>ai^ were in a fiourishing condition ; but j|!ompany might undcrgo a complete in- 
hu'cuutl'SKed he saw no good ground for vestigatiun. * 

anticipating so I’ortnnale a result. Sir John Anshvifur observed, that the 

Air. Tiermy stated that the Company East India company had not come,’ As 
had a right, by act of parliament, to in- sonic gentlemen imagined,'to ask I'^e house 
crease their cafiital to a sum equivalent to for any indulgence but such as had been 
lour millions, and last year parliament granted to other mercamilc compHnies, 
authorised them to issue bonds to one half and on former occasions to themselves, 
that amount, lie considered this applica- They had, sonic years ago, applied for and 
tion as simil ir to that of last year. The obtained similar relief, which they had in- 
Conipany now had a right to demand a variably returned to the pulilic; and he 
debttof 1 ,'i(K),(K)0/. from the public, and could not see why they should now be re- 
after that was satisfied, they were well en- fused assistance, whoa they shewed the 
titleil to claim a loan of an equal amount, same grouinls for it, and had kept their 
Ilf thought it was dealing hardly with ^the faith so well on former occasions. 
Company to make iitatements merely denied In .strong terms that fliere had been 
pre.sentnig a petition,-before aify docu- any attempt on the (>art of the Company 
nii-nts were laid before the house, and he to delude the |7lil)lic,-»r to keep from them 
.*hfi;,«fc)re considered the observations of a fair sUIn of their allairs, and deprecated 
his hori. fi-fciKl.s a.s premature. IMo one the ingrafting on this subject the (juestion 
knew what calamities might fall on the of the policy of tlyovvi^ig open the East 
country from this groat body being in- India trade. lie trusted that u hen this 
volvetl in dislre.ss. A strong dispn.sitioii question catno to be discussed hereafter, it 
c.''dji4«ni''^t of doors to get rid of the would not be canvassed in a mere com- 
elrarter of the Company; and though mercial point of view, but that the wluole 
innny might think this a proper occasion political bearings of the ca.se would ba 
to introduce that favourite subject, he taken into consideration, lioth as relating 
tliouglit it would be time enough to do so to the welfare of that country, and, in his 
here-after, and when that day came he opinion, to the very exisferit e of this. He 
knew the opinion he should give. No would not, however ready as to enter 
one, however, could say, that this act was upon this investigation, trouble the house ' 
a Ibifeiture, of the company’s charter ; and further ou this occasion, than to exjiress 
aiicr they iiad alxstaincd so long, from hi,s doubts as to the practicabihiV of -tho 
pre.ssing their ju.st claims on the public, it export trade to India b<?ing caiTitd on 
scciiicd rather a hard return to raise a by individual exertion, whatever facilsiy-' 
clamour against them as p«sons suing opening theintcrcourso of private tiadert 
pailiament for gilts. With respect to the might ^ifliird to the itnj»orl!ation of East 
speculations anti prom'«cs of two iioMe India goods. 

lortls (Melville and Castlereagh), that tlit( Air. Ihmorlh insisted, that there had of 
Company would realize such magnificf^ntl aje been^ total suppression of the East 
^cheme.s, he bad only to observe, that it india Company’s afiair.s, and the last 
was the noble lords, and not the Company, bujlget had only brought them'lip to 
that had made the.se promises; and there- 1803-4i since which time not a document 
fore tlie com[)any could not fairly be ou the suliject bad been produced. Nei- 
charged with a breach of faith. He could ther wel-e there any documents 411 support 
wot consider this money as a gift, an<l if it of the jietition, and he coiY*i'!ered it only 
could ticfihewii, that tlie state of the Com- fau- and rea.soiiribie, that before parliament 
pany required such -assistance, he wjuild granted any aid, a complete state of the 
join vi'ith those who thought it better to Compawy’s returns, siflcs, profits, and as** 
abolish tlie Company altogether. This sets, .■‘llnild be laid In fore i'. 
was a great comiuereial body, labouring Mr. Yf. DunJm rc})!ied, that it was not 
under distress not brought upon them by usual to* produce dt.i uments in .support of 
vice or mi.'iniuiiagemetic, but by the state titfc allegations coniaine.d in a p^-tition, but 
of the world ; and they merely required that the only iji*asoii iie^fo wcie »ffered Ijif 
.that relief which government ’yonhl. give this ca.-se was, that tlit-y s- mld not be pi^- 
to any commercial men under .similar dif- pared in tdne for the petition to b'- pfe.4. 
ficuittes, am|,4vhicii had been done sqme .sented within the limits prescribetl by thji 
.^ears ago advantage to the public as house. As to the deficiency hf the EsIsI 
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India accoipts, it was fewiug to no wish 
for coiicKalrnrnt at lioii^*,'but arose from 
tbeir not liavliig been received from indict. 
In repiv to the uilusiun tliat liad been maile j 
to a iK.ble lord in the other Ixou&e, he s.iid, 
however s!iiiy,uine l*is viev\s iivi^ltt have 
heeii OK some, occasions, he li.nl always 
atated the grounds on wliith they were 
founded, and solicited investig :lion. 

Mr. Tin'iuy, in tx)danalion, said, that 
he meant no more tlian that tlie nolile 
lords had been ninch too sanguine in I heir 
calculations.—1 he motion was tlien agreed 
to, 

HOUSE or commons. 

Wcfhicsday, Jjiiil'21. , 

[Deah noniRs Inteiiment I!ii I,.] Mr. 
Trcttuiine rose puiMiitut tm the notice In 
gave yesterdav. . He, seiil tliat in various 
cases of sliipwreek, dead hodus were ca.l 
on the shores of this kuigdom, winch soiiu'-' 
time.s could not rtveive the common rights 
of burial. 'I'liis was a di>gusiing circum- 
litance, and disgrai elid to 'he character ol 
the country. 'I'ne i ait.-.e vv.is, that puii'-h 
officers were afraid to order bodies to be 
buried, on account of ihe expeiiccs they 
might bring upon the parish^-,. Hi* ob¬ 
ject in the present measure, was to pro¬ 
pose that p.^'isli officers should be com¬ 
pelled to bury' .dl bodies so cast onshore; 
and that tlie e\pe;n.e of the .same should 
be defrayed by the counties. Also, thai 
re.wards i-hould be given t'l per-orfs dis- 
copteriug dead bodies, and giving informa¬ 
tion of llie same to tlie parislibthcers. lie 
then move.! tmr Itave to bring injt.l)iil to 
that effect, which was granted. 

[Iiiisii Tviwes.] J\lr. Purnell moved, 
that there he laiil before the house, ai^ 
account of the munher of Civil Biil.s, re[| 
speetiidg Tylhes, which have been tried 
before, assis'lant barristers in Irel.iijfl, (fur- 
ing lho.,year ending tlie 1st of J.ui. ISOS. 

l)r._/i/t/gcwmi said these causeswere so 
numerous'and so scattered throngli differ¬ 
ent parts of Ifeland, that be did not sec 
how it was possible to procure tile returns 
which tlm hon. gent, desired. » 

Mr. Parnell replied, that the oKfcction 
stated by the learned doctor, w as t/c prin¬ 
cipal reason why he wished to l^tesiich 
returns lai^ bcfiye the house. * ll was be¬ 
cause thj>se ^roe'i^sus w'cre so mmierous, 
and bi/aiise liu0«iti«AS rc^ptctiiig tytbcs 
ill* Ireland had increased to «o great a 

J iitch, that he thought it necessary .for par- 
iMaeat to tiav6 the fulleat infurmatiou con¬ 


cerning the* existence of the evil. He 
didyiiot Maltose the returns could be madm 
this session ; hut it could not he di ftjeu 
to make iJieiii, because tlie assistant liar- 
rislers mu.'^l have kept a register by them 
of each trial, of winch itw'as easy lor them 
to make a rcUirn: and all lie wanted 
vv'as, the number of ti iuls altogether, which 
he l oiiceived a nvil'er of gre.it import¬ 
ance to li.ive made known.— I lie motion 
was then agre» <1 to. 

[Firrii Mii.ir.\itY Report,] Mr. Il’urclii'l 
gave notice, that on Mond.iy he would 
nio\e .several aiiu-n.lmeiils in the li«.!l for 
increasing the Asse.ssed taxes. \\ bile he 
was on hii I«‘gs, he wicild lake that oppoi- 
limitv of ashing his majesiy’s'mini-ii-is, 
wfietlier it w.,; mtei^ded toadept any iww 
Vegulalrt.ns in pu 'i.ince of fii.it |<ail of 
the Iteport of the coiiiinis..ii)iK-r.s oi .\lili- 
i.irv bi'piiry, winch relaied to jjie 
in the medieal de|><iiTiiie;]t oi the aim\ t 

’l\ie Chancellor <>l ihe /Ac/n'fyi/cr oh a r\ I'd, 
that if the honoiirah'.e gentleman redd¬ 
le., ted the jieiioilat which ihe report ho 
alluded to was made, he must in.»^cpu- 
ilude, lliat there was any m ciecl vd dthy 
on the part of thi- minister..., if they had 
not finally detenuimd what nieu.sures 
ought to he adopted oil tile sii'oject. 

iHr. IVunhl leplied, that he was not sa¬ 
tisfied with Ihe aiisw<*r he had received, 
and wished to know if it was mteiickd to 
bring forward any propu.silion on this sub¬ 
ject at an i .irly periml. 

'I’iiu ChunecHor of the JucJietiner said, he 
could n'ot give a jirecise answer to the 
question, biff, the lion, gent was at bhertv 
to fix on anyi^ time he i hose, ibr bringing 
tl/; I!e[)Oit uudeit,th(: coii.sider.ilion i.f tlio 
louse. 

J[th'i.TiV'^vrioN oe Tlax in Jiir.i.vxi) ] 
Sir John Ne'.vport said, he im ler,stood by 
public iiimuiir, slated in some of the iiews- 
pUpers that in coiiseijiumce of the defi¬ 
ciency of Flax-seed imported this year 
into Ireland, owing to the embargo in tlie 
Aniericun ports, a considerable quaiility 
t>f the flax-seed remaining in 4/. llrilain, 
and whicli was intended to.be expressed 
into oil, had been sent over to Ireland, and 
allowed to pass. A.s this .was a subject of 
great mifiortancc to the. kingdom,ma.smuch 
as it involved in it the staple maimfactiiro 
of Ireland, he wished to know if.there 
was any truth in the rumour. ‘ 

Sir. Fester .said, he only knew of this 
rumour, from what he saw in t\ie newspa¬ 
pers. It was, however, nu^qiuT to suppose, 
ih^ persoas iu Ireland would wish to ge*. 
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sefd whenever they could : and that per- the exportation o4 spirits distjjlecl in Ire. 
sens ill this country, having seed, woliid liuid ; inasmuch jU undue advantage was 
iUsp9i.e ol' it in the l>cst manner. It was i^^rcn'to tiic Englisli distiller in the Eng. 
suggested to him Ijy sonic persons, that lish market. In ahat instance, he con. 
seed rniglit be sent over I’rom this country, tended, the interest of Ireland was largely 
He indulged the sjiecuUition, and sent com- sacrificed } and that bill was introduced at 
munientions on liic subje< t to the linen the end of a session, when the attendance 
board, with clireetinns tliat orders sliunid of members was very thin. He thought it 
be conveyed to I lie di/lereiit otilpurts in ! fairer to state his opinion, as well as the 
Ireland not to let any flax-seed be im-I opinion of many others, in that house, than 
ported which v\as not good in respect to * to have it canvassed out of doors. He had 
its quality. . | supported the union originally, because 

[InrsH Spirit Diiwuackl Bill.] The 1 lie had lioped it would be productive of 
bouse* having resolved itself into a coni- ! many public advantages to Ireland. He 
inittce on the Irish Spirit Drawback Bill, ! did not think so now,d‘or he saw iiinume. 

.Sir Jo/m AViy/joit rose to l oniplain of it | rable instances in which the interests of 
as the renewal of a measure which, wIijmi that counti y h.ul been sacrificed. 
orii^inalJy pa.sserl, was nothing less tlniii The {'haiwrlloi of the lixchefjucr ohaervai], 

violation of the act of union. It appeared i that the hon. baronet, though called on to 
to him tluit such articles of the union as pnne liis as.serrion, p»odiimJ only oneso- 
• v.cr“ b”.neficial to (f. Britain and injurious litary instance. Now, if the house should 
to Ireland, wV-re acted upon, and that no i to the examination oftiic act of union, 

disposition had been manifested by‘lh(; *and the bon. liaionetjslioulU stale the arti- 
parlianient to promote the prosperity of cle. which he considerctl to have been in* 
Ireland. ^1 e was one of those who, in the fringed by this bill, he himself W'oiihl un- 
pajJ^V’.-i.jiMit of Ireland, had supported the derl.iki' to prove that sucli article wa.x 
I'lifion, because he ex|jccted many iuipur- one whic[i re juired explanation, and that 
' taut benefits from it to that country. If what bad been <lonc was strictly conform- 
thesr; benefits were not to follow from it, able to the .spirit of the act of union. Bet 
the union must bo considered as a curse in- not the bon,baronet make general charges, 
stead of a ble.ssiiig. but stale the specific grounds on wliich his 

The ChuticeHor of the Jicchepier t\>i‘ principle stood. As to this particular bill, 
sentiment just exjn/tsseil bv the hon. ba- lie surclj could not objec t to the contiuu> 
lonet, re.specting the union with Ireland, ance of it for a certain time, 
was one calculated to produce as manv Nil*. /'V>.«/cr declareil be bad ahvays found 
miscliievous consequeuccs as any that in that house a most favourable disposition 
ever bad been uttered in lliat bouse. He towards Ireland. The bill in question^^as 
called on tin; lion, baronet to irate one in- the only ins\ance the hoii. baronet could 
stance ill wdiich lli< uiiicipic he alluded producv-? to prove liis as.seftion. He defied 
to bad been acted r m'»y jiarliament. W liim to proiluco any other ; or even to 
he kncw'of any in.sfance.>. in wliitli a di.sp^ shew in what maimer this bill was im- 
sition prejtHlicial to Ireland had been»fayoitriiblg to Ireland, 
shewn, let him bring them before the I Viir ./. Nr.vporl .said that spirits w’cre 
bouse. As to the principle of the present piohibited from being sent from ‘Kreland 
bill, the hon. baronet did not witbbokl his to iMigland, unless they were warehoused, 
approbation towards it ut the time whim Mr. luster replieil, that there imver wa.S 
he had a seat in his ma jesty's council.s. If an in.st,tiicc so op|»o.site to th«y thing be 
ever flipre should be a queslioti toJie. do- wanted to eslabli.sii, as that noticed by the 
cidiid* whether advtmtages were to be bon. baronet. That bill had been intro- 
granted to Ireland or to Britain, be was duced by a friend to the Iri-»h distilleries, 
coniident that the house, so far from ac'ting n.imeljx by himself. pernuttc-d them to 
injuriously towarcLs Ireland, would be in- wareh.fuse their .spirits if they chose, and 
cliiicd rather to turn the scale of advantage to oxjyrt. them with as much drawback 
in-her favour. He could reepilfcct no in- as cotni^,be allowed consistently with the 
stance in which the proceedings of that aiticlcs of Onion. It wa.'itlier^fore rather 
Iiousc\ould justify the insinuation of the favouraiile than oUiejj^isc ,to tJie Irish 
hon. baronet. , ’ distiller. ‘ * * 

Sir J. JSki'port stated, that he considered ^Ir. J/w Ka^htm conceived that nothhig 
the act of uitipsi to hasm been violateij in could 1 k‘ more iniscliiovous than to sullifC 
tke law for disallowing the drawback on such language as that used by tins bun, 

.( VoL. XI, } Cf 
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baronet to "o uncontr»licted to Ireland. 
No c'ircuiTisiaiicn could'be so datigorons 
to the peace of Ireland, as that of declaim¬ 
ing that her interests HskI been sacriik-ed 
by Gn at Britain. 1 have, continued the 
hnii. gent., been a rKembcr of this hoii.se, 
and attended here smee the union, and I 
declare to (bid, 1 know of no instance in 
which the di.sf.osition of the house has not 
been always ravoiirabU- to Ireland. 

Mr. Wilhcrforcc declared, he never felt 
more pain than he non did, at what fell 
from Ills right hoii. friend, lie had ever 
observed in that iiosise a di<>po.-.ition to do 
the amplest justice ki Ireland. The pre¬ 
sent charge was not alone directed against 
his majesty's ministers, but against every 
member of lldit house, and he fell, it was 
directed against his own parliamentary 
conduct, lie hopetk his ri*ht hon. friend 
would ab.stain from sowing the seeds of 
ho.stility between the two countries, and 
endeavour to do,awi|y the eilect of his 
assertion. 

Sir J. Neaport persi.sted in his assertion, 
lie avowed every deference to the opinion 
of the hon. gent, but sdid he coidd not be 
deterred by any imputation.4 upon bis 
motives, from making his complaints in 
that house, where they might be an.,wered 
or redressed, rather than out of doois, 
where they c^uld only excite murmurs and 
di.vconlents. 

Mr. Parnell contended that his riglit hon. 
friend was right in the suppo.sitioii, that 
the act would tend to injure the Irish dis¬ 
tillers. If the act of union gave an advan¬ 
tage, in one point to one of the countries, 
he supposed it gbve an oquivaleiif* to the 
other ; that was matter of considmalion at 
the time of ii.s enactment, and certainly it 
would be highly unjust now to aiter nny^oL 
the provision> whit h were advanlageum t«. 
Ireland.' Ile thought the imputation ra^t 
on this act was perlectly jiistifioddliy the 
circumstances : as to the surprise vvhicli 
the, chancellor of the exchequer intimated, 
at the supposition that this bill went ro 
injure Ireland, ?ie did not see any parti¬ 
cular grounds for it : the report of the 
coiTimittei now sitting on the subjeu' of dis¬ 
tillation he thought might tend, tj^eilier 
with the operation of this act, inaV'rially 
to prevent the sale of Irish mamdiic'lure. 

Mr. D. Jiro'U'i^ considered tin- speet-h 
nf the hon. [y-iroi.jt as calculated tu <lo 
much mischief in Ireland ^ the intci-^'sts 
of^vhich country, he contended, had el- 
ways been treated with candour and fuir- 
nes.-? by that house. 


Mr. IF. Taylor objected to tbd pre-senl 
bilPos uniteces.sary. * 

The ("hamrllor of the Mxrhequn- ob'ejyedj 
that the act in que.«-tion was in force whde 
the hon. baioiiet was in adniiiiistr.it ion, and 
he made no complaint, again.st it during 
all that time, iioi introdiirod a single regu¬ 
lation for « ncoiiraging the spirit tr.idc of 
Ireland, alfliough i; vv.is euiirelj- in his 
power. Theretorc, as this was the only 
iiKslaiue the lion, baronet could advance 
to shew that Irel.iiid bad been unfairly 
dealt with, h(’ hoped the bouse wunhl 
altiicli to it the weight which it de.servi-d. 
—The hill then vvenl^ tiiiough the com¬ 
mittee 

[Iiii-'ii vW ri'Lihs.] Ill the l omraitlce of 
juplily. All. t'oster moved, that there be 
granted to In-, m.o-' sty a .sum not-excccdiiig 
lO,000/. Irish ciirrciii y, to defray the ex- 
pence of publishing juoclamalioiis ■.wwi-ad- 
veili.semenls in the Dublin <,azettc, and 
other jjapers for the year ISO.S. 

M r. Parnell ro.se tor the purpose of mov¬ 
ing, that the w'onis ' and other. papers,’ 
be left out. lie .stated that tliesi?*'ipro- 
claination.s were extended by goveniineu 
to other jiapeis merily for tlie porp<»sc of 
undue iiitUienee. There was no netxvsity 
for this : it entailed an exorbitant c.xpence 
on the country, winch was increased as 
inueh as possible by tlie • ditors of iiew's- 
papers, for their owi> emolument, lie 
instanced three casc.s out of many in which 
old proclamations were aetually inserted 
for no other purpo.se; one of them was oi' 
so old a date as warning all his ma¬ 

jesty’s good and loving subjects in ItjOfi, 
of a fever which raged at Gibraltar at tint 
fil^t i.ssuing of tlw proclaniaticn. A se¬ 
nd was also iirserted ia 1808, giving 
notice of a liinitation to the exportation of 
good.s from Ireland, which limitation ex- 
pi/cd in 1807. A third was lately in.serted 
al.so, giving notice of a supply of seamen 
wanted in 1803. .Such was the .service for 
the support of w hich parliament was now 
.solicited ; if lie did not miscall tlnit a ser¬ 
vice which was in ilseli' umiccessavy, or 
made in cessary only for the purposes of 
corruption. 

Sir A, IVeUesla/ contended, that there 
was no addilioiial c.xpciice incurred by 
the re-publii^ation of those old proclama¬ 
tions which were alluded to, as the edi¬ 
tors were generally paid by the year, 
and not lur each particular publication. 
As to any attempt at influence, he dis¬ 
dained it as far as concer^^ii himself al¬ 
together; nor did he think the pubiicq^ 
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ti«n of tfiesfi proclamations any proof, of Imlod to before, l^it now he ^-ouW do .so, 
s*nch ,an intention. It was notoVious, lliat for the purpose of shewing they were 


;nni(i^a variety of Irish pajjer.s there were 
' many particularly advei-se to the govern- 
ipent of the day, which contained tiiese 
proclamations. 

Mr. Windham considered the adnii.ssion 
of tile last spea^'cr conclu.sivc in support 
of the ainondiiient mured by liis hon. 
friend. If the editors of ncwspapci’s 
wi-shed to promote the sale of their papers, 
they would, naturally, reprint all those 
proclamatiuiis which referred to iiuporlaiit 
natioTial objects, and where there were 
minor or .subordinate', ilocuinent.s, the par- 
tie.s interested in their operation would 
take care to inform themselves ol’their vul¬ 
ture and tendency by means of thy Dubliu 
, tiazette. The present mode v\as proved 
to be a job, and ought instantly to be abo- 
lishod.*- . 

Sir A. WelU'shy said he could not sec- 
how the grant of that money was in any 
it'gree abused; it certainly was not liis 
fault ift.he editors made a bad seleetioii of 
p'"<iaiiiatiotis. 

Mr. Pa)ml/ said, iherAi afipeared to liiiii 
to bo a regular traffic carried on between 
the pre^i.s and thy goveninient in Ireland ; 
it .seeriieTI as if the first step of eac h suc- 
ci;eding niiiiistry was to see what eai li 
editor would sell for. There was a pecu¬ 
liar loss .ittending^tlie iuseriion of tlicse 
proclainalioris, inusiiiucli as they pant no 
sl.iinp duly', and so prevented the insertion 
of advertisements that did. As to the ar- 
gnnieiifs made u.se of to shew the disiu- 
leiestedness of govtrnment,4^y extending 
the |>roelctmatioiis to opposition pajiers. he 
thought they made against those who p;\p- 
dueeti them, as they s^ievved not only' mi 
inclination to increase the e.xpence to -the’ 
country, but al.so to try to the utmost vvliat 
temptation could do. , 

Mr. O'o/ccr .said, tliot being intimate 
w'ith an editor of an Irish newspaper, tie 
had remarked to him particularly the eir- 
eunvUnces now alluded to, that of’ihe re¬ 
printing old proclamations. The answer 
the editor gave was " Indeed, to telj you 
the truth, wc often are so barren of news, 
and so pinched for want of jiaragraplis, 
that wc consider ourselves very well off 
when wc can make shift with* a convenient 
-T>v^eliamation; it is not very interesting to , 
be sure, but then it serves to fill up, the | 
paper.” -r He said inferior newspapers 
only republished them. 

Mr. ParfW^said, he had not intended 

state the names of the papers he al- ‘ 


)§ot inferior |)upcTs, as the hon. member 
sctined to in.sinuate; the papers were, 
the Evening ('oiTesjxmdcnt, and the Dub¬ 
lin Journal.—'J'he ahicndinent was then 
ncgatiicd without a division. *. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, April 29. 

[Dvxisn Vessels det.mned prf.viol’s to 
Hostilities.] Lord .‘i/c/wowr/i .said, he was 
under tlic necessity of again calling the at¬ 
tention of their lordships to the papers for 
which he had moved on a fonticr occasion, 
respecting the detention of Danish vessels, 
previous to the declaration of hostilities 
against Dciiinark, and tlic‘'condemnation 
of those ships siib.secjueiit to that declara¬ 
tion. On a ’closer * examination of the 
P.i])cr.s which were laid on the table ye.s- 
teiday, In: found tliat no return had been 
made to two of tlieir}lord,siiip.s orders; that 
whieli regarded tin; nimiber of ships de¬ 
tained beture the dei laratioii of war against 
Denmark, and that wbieb regarded the 
number o4'l)ani.sli subjects detained before 
tliaj, declaration. He had seen, indeed, a 
letter from the Admiralty to the Tran.sport 
Board, .st.itMig tlic order by which the 
rot urn of the number of prisoners was re- 
(jLiircd ; but no e.xacl return had been 
made, to that order, tboiigh the answer * 
was not sent back for six days after the 
M'ceipt of the order. Under tlie.sc cir¬ 
cumstances, whicinvould prevent him from 
bringing fi^rvvard his motion on tliis v-ub- 
jert as soon a.s he had expected, he must 
now renew the motion he hdd made imme¬ 
diately before the recess, and move That a 
return be made fortliwitii to the third and 
f<iui'th on^rs of their lurd.ships of the 18lh 
*Marcli last. 

.Lord Holland rose to expre.s.s fr?s wish, 
that tli»' noble viscount would not be dis¬ 
suaded from persisting in his motioi], even 
if the papers he had moved for, should not 
he prodiieefl to the exlenj he had desired. 
There would still remain matter of great 
importance in the object of the motion, 
and which nearly eoiiceriicd the honour 
and character of this country. It appear¬ 
ed, tlyt many of the Danish ships which 
had l^on detained previous to the declara¬ 
tion M luwtilities, had byii brought betorc 
thcAdrniralty (.’;)iirls,fc^iui.Jiad been CT* 
dyed to be n;len\*d ; but that on the^le- 
cJfuation 6f war being issiu'd, these same 
•Alps were again detained, and aftenvards 
condemned. Was not this stimulating the 

/ , 
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avarice and rewarding tj^c rapine of iiidi- l 
vidual.s ? Against such violence ami injn! 
ticc lie. could not hut raise liis :in<^ j 

that more eaiiu.stly tluin.'igainhl the Droits I 
of Admiralty, which were now iibceitaiiu d 
to amount to more tlmi the enormous sum | 
stated on a former occasion by llie noble I 
viscount. lie must therefore ay,lin reciocsi ; 
his noble friend not to relitiijuish tlie ob- I 
ject of h(s motion, which wa.s to put an <*nd 1 
to so tlugrciiit ii systi'in of plmider and in¬ 
justice, as that to vcliich he h.ui liecn just 
alluding. 

l/>nl Jlaxi'kcslmn/ would not now enter 
into tlic discussion vf the ciiiestion wliicli 
his noble friend’s motion must involve on 
a fnlme day. lie should only remind the 
noble viscoiml of flu; circumstaiict' <d’lhe 
detention of .some Puis.sian sliip.s under 
similar circumstances, wkn the noble 
viscount liiin.self was a moinher of the go- 
Verninent al the time. Ih; should at jire- 
.sent only wish, that w'^en the I’apcrs were 
jiroduccd, the mdih; visc'oiint in giving 
notice of the day on which ho should briny 
on his motion, would have llie goodness 
to slate somewhat moiC pn-cisclj' the na¬ 
ture of the motion he intended to make, 
as the .subject on which it tunvJ was 6m; 
of groat maynitude and cxiontj 

1 . 01(1 Ilolldiiil ill explanation complain¬ 
ed, thil niiu^stcrs sot imd t(> think of no- 
, thing but criinniation and ivcriminafion. l 
lie blamed tbc: ceiuJnct of no particul.ar 
minister, but only reprobated a system of 
inic|iiity which had grown into practice of 
late .years. 

I.i.rJ SiiliiiOHlfi a.ssorcd his rfoble friend 
that he wonhv nut abandon the Aiotion. 
When he alluded to it yesterday, he had 
observed that it bad nothing of crimination 
in view, hut that it would only go to 
stop the progress of the practice that liaclf[ 
been rf Sin ted to and in iiis opinion was 
iiighly unjust, and to prevent further injus¬ 
tice bcij,ig clone to individuals. Wlien- 
cver he should have the honour t* bring 
tbrwarcl tlfat motion, he should not dcs- i 
pair of being able to prove, that the ob- ! 
■ject in its nature was wholly dilierent 
from the case to wdikch the noble soi’ictary 
had referred. As, however, soineL delay 
might occur in producing the retiyns he 
had moved for, he must defer hi^. n^otion 
to a more djstanl day than Tuesday i f 

• « -- j N 

HOUSE OF C’Ct.<iMoSlS; 

• Friday, April 29- • 

[Paymastkk Gener\j.’s Accounts 
Mr. Lo/tg, iti pursuance of his notice, 


I 

to move for leave to bring in a Bill to ao 
ccleV.vte llte examination and auditiivg of 
the Accounts of the OlFire of the ^ay» 
masic*r-(iem*ral of his Majesty’s Forces. 
U was not rc‘({uisile that lie should trespas.s 
long on the house, to show the necessity 
of a iiiriLsure of this de.scription. Since 
the jiassing of the bill, known by ihe 
luime of Mr. Burke’s Bill, only five ac¬ 
counts from the i.llicc of tlm Payimaster- 
CJcneral had been ilelivercd in, only one 
of w'hieb had been exaiuinod. ’I hat one 
relaled to part of the year 17U'-', so tint 
there were accounts laying uncxanVmed 
and unaudited for the last ‘lo years’ He did 
not atlrihutc this circumstance to any 
iK‘”l(;ct in those who had held the uHice 
wIiilIi Ik: iu. had the honour to hold, or 
to any neglect m ’.h** oflice of the secretary 
of war, but to a defect in the existing 
laws, lie was lar from disin)])roying of 
the general regulations m Air. Burke’s 
plan*; but, with all the lespect whii li he 
entertained for lliat right hon. gent.’.s me¬ 
mory, he confessed tliat he dicl not think 
that liis liahits had jiecniiarly cjiuflitied 
him for anangiiig subjects of this nature; 
The right lion. gent, here entered info a 
niimite detail of the system that liad ]ne~ 
vailed previous to Air. Binke’s Bill; of tlio 
sy.stem which it wa- intended Ijy Mr. 
Burke's Bill to carry into ellecl; and last- 
ly, of the sy.stem wliicli he meant to pro¬ 
pose to the house. He meant to projiuse, 
that the examination and audit of the Pay- 
mastcr-lienerars Aceoimts .sliould in fu¬ 
ture not depend upon the arrangement of 
regimeulalt.'' coijiits, hut that liis account 
should be a easli account. Having saiil 
tlyft none of the wci iumts of the P.iymas- 
Dfr-tieneral’.s olhce had been evamim d 
mir.tbo la't yeaiv, lie should he .sorry 
that an iinfounded and disadvantageous 
iiiipri'ssioii should be made on the pulilic, 
by that .statement. 'I'he laet was, that all 
sums issued Irom the I’ayuiaster-Cienerars 
oHice were i.ssued to .siib-accouutants, who 
rendered accounls for the dispositjon of 
■Jiose sums to various oth<;rol1ice^; so that 
itw as evident that the greater part of those 
accounls wire actu.dly examined. The 
only part of tliem which had in a great 
degree remained uiiexamincd, was the part 
which I'claleti to regimental accounts. No 
person could be mure satisfied than 1^; wa« 
of tbc extreme importance of examining 
thele rcgivienlal accounts. The subject 
was now engaging the attention of that 
Committee from whose lal^tiiA's the pub¬ 
lic fiad already derived .so much advan> 
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Ugc ; whatever might be their cle- 
^isim^vilh reNpect to regiinentaJ uecoifiits, 
.^tTwayhl not at all afli-ct the projiriety of 
enacting, that the account of the Paymas- 
ter-ticiieral should he i-onsidered as a cash 
account, and he audited and exafiiincd as 
such. lie theifiore moved for leate to 
bi ing in a bill aCroi-dingly. 

Dr. iMureHcr contended that it was ihe 
inleiilion of iMr. liurlfe, in his bill, to ac- 
I oinplisli the object which the right lion, 
gent, inoposcd. lie dwelt at some length 
on the hardship to which Payniaatei.i were 
jjexpoacd, who, having (piitted office for 
many years, wetc tyilled upon to make up 
their ac<;ounts, w hen the docunicnt* by 
which they might be en.iblefl to do, so 
were exposed to be.stolen, and actuallv 
ivere stolen, Ihr tlie purpoi,e of sale to tal- j 
low chandlers and others, engaged in \a- 
rious Ivjsines.ses in which wa^-le naiiev was I 
necessary. 

Mr. /.CTfgagain disclaimed any iniputa- 
jion whatever on .Mr. Piirke; but still con¬ 
tended,,tl'at hi.s bill did not go to make 
tliji l d\ master’s account a c ash .icromit.-- i 
^d,euve was granted to hjjng in the bill. 

[M.cynuotii (ani.r.oL.J Tin- bouse hav¬ 
ing re.sohed itself into a Committee of 
.•sfipplyT- * 

Air. /'lw/<rro'e to move the lle.solnlion for 
•igrantto Maynootli(Jullcge. Tlicgraiitin ■ 
f.jrmer yeai s bad bwn .s,()0U/. Last year it 
liad been increased to l.bOOO/. I'Jr the jmr- 
(jose of enabling that institution to end 
buddings lapable oi com.lining fifty adilit i- 
omdsludints. Itwaslm mteation to more 
in addition to (be S.OOO/. of I'.riiier years, 
by wliieli 2W students lifid bem maiii- 
laiiicd, an additional subi for the m.m,'^v‘- 
iiaiiee o) the .'>f) lu w s|ud( nfs ; he llioii,- 
Ibie mov.-il, 'l hat a'.sum not e-xceeding' 
V,‘2!}0i. Irish'eurreiicv, he granted to lin 
majesty to defray the expences of t!ie l>o- 
m<ui Catholic Seminaiy in Ireland for the 
current year. 

Sir Jofin y&L'j}ort moved to leave out the 
iiuiU^ for the purpose of sulj'-tituling 

13,000/.' In the original est.ihlishment ol’ 
the college-at AJaynooth, 200 sin^lcnts 
were tli6n edueated. 'i his w'as when Eu¬ 
rope was in a .state of tiaiujuillily. Pre¬ 
vious to the French Ue\oliuion, 1-7S stu¬ 
dents were educated on tlie.a:oniiiieot for 
-the ^Catholic priesthood of Irclaml, (of 
whom 420 received giafuitous support), 
AJaynoolji C'olle.ge not hein.g able to pro¬ 
vide a sufticient number ibr the discharge 
of the eccIcS'j^tieal functions. C'once\ying 
.fit to be of the utmost consequence that 


the (falholic prii^ihood shoujd be edu¬ 
cated in tlicir native country and under 
(^le eye of government, the last admini.s- 
tratioii hail thought it right to liiten to an 
ajiplii atioii to augment the number of stu- 
dcnl-s at Alaynoolli I'o -too. The contin¬ 
gencies of war had driven many t^atholic 
jniests from the continent to Ireland, by 
whom the vacancies in the piiesthood had 
fui .1 time been filled up; hut of these, 
many had died, and others had hci;oiiie 
superannuated. It was manifest, thcrc- 
I'ore, that if the education of 42li .students 
was necessary in 1798, a less number 
would not do at the |jTe.sent monieiil, con¬ 
sidering the rapid advance, in the popu¬ 
lation of Ireland since that period. On 
th esc cdnsidiTatioiis the last administration 
foundt d their plan, and be W'a.s at a los.s 
to conceive w'Ay it was intended to depart 
from that plan, exei'pt because it was the 
plan of the last adinini.stration. Did the 
lioiisc wish tlie ()atl,plic jiriestliood of Ire¬ 
land to lie com])OM'il of uneducated men ? 
'I'hi.s mii-t Ik; the case, unless the right 
lion. gent, followed up his present motioii 
Ijy In ingvig in a lull to pii vent the Catho¬ 
lic Lishops iVom ordaining any men who 
h.id not been educated at Maynootli. It 
was of mosUserious importance to the Irish 
■aiuimuiiity tirat the piiests should he well 
ediK utid men, and tint thuy -should re- 
[ reive that ediicalion at home, especially ' 
I under the present circumstances, v\iien all 
I l’,'.iro]u: v.'.is uiiijcr the domination of Ho- 
1 naparte. It was a well known fact that 
; the Irisli Catholic students at Lisbon,'had 
I .some time ago received an invitation to 
the (Mholic Jii -tituiion at 1 'ai On this 
invitation lit-ing .signified to the dignified 
Catholic eccle.siastic-s of Ireland, they c.x- 
pj'essed jjieir deleriniiiation to e.xcludfi 
.-iiom the jiriestliood any student, who 
sli;)uld tr.msier himself from Li.'bon to 
i Paris.,, Was ihiS a piopcr return lor such 
conduct.? Noiiiiiig could be mow* infatu¬ 
ated, libii at u moment win ii tbg inlliience 
of the Kom 111 (.aitliolic pui .sthood in Ire¬ 
land was slated to be so eoiisiderable, to . 

1 take a step so deeidedly Im.stiie to that 
body. iP>y s-icb a step,’the (Catholics would 
not bj( made Protestants, nor would they 
be iiij/le lielfer siilijects; on tlie coiilraiy, 
tlicyJhyuld bceome worse, for by exclud¬ 
ing ffoin education a grait pcftion of the 
prijithood, many of iKj^iariplics would 
placed'under the'tiircclioii of uneducated 
1 ^ 11 , who’ciiterlaining a lively resentment 
iJr the neglect which fliey^ had sutliired, 
(ould iustil into their parishioners an ab-r 
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Ijorrcncc of Aliosc t" wllom Mint npglcot 
was to 1)(; attriljutod. The right honour¬ 
able baronet rciul several papers in sup-tj 
port of his sentiments, arttl particularly a 
letter from Dr. Dunn, datc-d (he Ith of 
Nov. 1807, relative ty the ofler Inade Ijy 
iM'arue, to the Catholic students ul l.ishon, 
and the coiidm t of the dignified ecclesi¬ 
astics of Ireland, on tliat occaMtui; and 
deprecated the con.se(|uences wliirh must 
ensue from the system that seemed to be 
adopted on this subject, by Ins majesty’s 
present administration. 

Sir./^. Hf7/t'«/fy declared, tliat the ground 
on which he was indheed to concur in the 
motion of his right lion, friend was, his 
conviction that tlie number of jiriei^s who 
would be educated at the College of May- 
nooth, would, according to his right lion, 
friend’s proposition, Sdiled *to those edu¬ 
cated in otlier jiarts of’Ireland (of whom 
the right hoii. baronet hail taken no no¬ 
tice), be fully adcijuatrfto the purposes for 
wdiich tliey were rcc|ulred. As iar as he 
understood, the number of Catholic priests 
necessary in Ireland was 2000. One hun- 
dreil ami eleven students were educated in 
different parts of that island, which he equ¬ 
ine rated ; the,se, added to the 250 which 
It was proposed to educate at'Maynootli, 
made .‘501. 'flie (enn of education w'as 
seven years, fcut fre«|uently it did not ex- 
'U'lid beyond five. Supposing, therefore, 
that on the average 50 students would an¬ 
nually become fit for ordination, he. con¬ 
ceived that this number would be..suffi- 
cieifi’to keep up the necessary establish¬ 
ment. The fact w;as, that when the^May- 
nooth Institution Avas first established, it 
was not intended that it should be mniii- 
tained by the public purse. The memo- | 
lial presented previously to the foundation j 
of that establishment, prayed for a charter, '| 
in ordci that their fmids might be better 
secured. With respect to the 47S Cif,.ltulic 
stndents,*wlio, according to the right hoii. 
baronet, w'cre educated on the continent 
before tlicEreneb Revolution, the fact wa.s, 
•that most of them received priests or-r 
ders before they went abroad. It would 
be found, upon enquiry, that abo\ t 300 
of them supported themselves w hen Jaroad 
by the exercise of their functitips as 
priests. - ' \ . 

Mr. PonsOnby Is^pnirally observed,yhat 
h4 had great »,ati.sfSctiop.in|Uoticiiig\hc 
str^g disposition to economy manifes^d 
by the right lion, gentlemen opposite. 'Bi 
this motive ^alonc could the cnrtailmem 
now proposed be attributed. It was nof 


po.si^ible to .suppose that it was dic'wtcd by 
a de.sire to*couiitcract the inlentions'!.f the 
last administration, or by the avowal df 
narrow and bigotted sentiiiieiits to insult 
the Iridi nation. That economy was th.R 
.sole motive hv wliicli the prcseiii adminis¬ 
tration was :u (iMicd in this measure was 
eviileiit by the Bill on the table, for Re¬ 
gulating the Police of Dublin : in the pro- 
vrsions of wliich .so inucli nl‘i.eiilion had 
been paid to economy, that the annual ex- 
pence to be incurred by it aftiouiited only 
to a few huiulrcds h ss than ‘20,0001. though 
it w as now jiroposed to cut of!' llu- suiii of 
.‘5,750/. from the cdiicatio’^-.f loiir i.-iillions 
of people. Instead of ‘2000 .Ciuhclic 
Priests ii(.''*‘ssary for Ireland as .slated by 
die right hoii. ^ <rt. Ite had always iiiuler* 
.stood that ,‘ 300 () wi i. rei|uired. lint taking 
the number at 2000, it was iinpo.ssible lli.it 
.1 provi.Mou for the education -,f 250 
-iludcnt.s could lie .siilVu'ieiit to .supply the 
defieienries which sickness, age, and iu- 
fivimlies mu.sl occasion. If, however, 
there was aitv error in the coKpuialiou. 
on which side was it preferable that*'Hear, 
error should be ? «Was it preferable that' 
there should be too many or t lo lew ? lie 
would put this to the gqod sense of the 
house.. 'I'lu: (hitliolics as a favour '.wsed 
lliis monstrous sum of .‘5,7.50/. to put the 
foundation at ^laynooth on a footing cal¬ 
culated to fuinish a sufficient luimlier of 
well educated men for the Church in Ire¬ 
land. Was it. wi.se to refii.se them such a 
favour ^ To how many worse piirposi s 
would the house vole away many such 
8uni.s in the\ mm; of tlu- present .se.ssioii! 

It was impossible to believe that his iiia- 
jei^’s ministers could nd’u.se tins reque.st 
j^ir any other pur,'«i.se than lo enjoy the 
pleasure of a reiii.sal' If the house wished 
wholly to discountenance the Catholic 
redgion in Ireland, let them not vote a 
sliilliiig for tlii.s purpo.se; but if they cmi- 
soiited to grant any thing, let them grant 
enough, and let them grant it in a muiiiier 
which ^voiild not be insulting to tlw.se by 
whom it was to be received. Why should 
the Catholics ask for more than they w'ant- 
ed ? If they educated a greater number of 
priests than were requisite, what was to 
hccomc of them } They must starve. It 
was their interest to have too few rather 
than too many. Considering the inflifmcti * 
which the clergy in every country and of 
every perstiasion, had over thc<peop1e, it 
was wi.se in statesmen to keep the clergy 
at least in good humour tviClt them. On 
this subject he was convinced, that th^ 
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Irish P^^stestants and Catholics wore of |he consider what was^thc amount »f what was 
sam'».*entimenfs; and that if w^o were to cnjo\^ed before. lt\\as particularly de- 
loil opin|piis ill Ireland, there ’' be at s^rable, after the establishment of the con- 
least a hundred to one in favour ol^iis hon. ne^tion of this country with the Irish Ca- 
Stii;i^nd’s amendment. ] tholics since the niiio^n, that the grant of 

The ChuntxUor qf the Kxchetiuer (xi^c\'A\m- the Irish'parliament.should not be dimi- 
«d having-ever slated a print i[)lc of econo- uished. The fact was, that by the vote 
toy, as the ground ot the part he li-ad felt then under consideration that grant was to 
it his duly to take on the subject of this be extended t«> a provision for one-fourth 
grant. On the contrary. In* was ofopinion, moie than were educated heretofore. It 
tiiat a saving of throe, five, or ten thousand appeared, be.sides, that 111 otherswere edu- 
pounds, should not be any consideration cated for the Catholic priesthood in dif- 
to. impede a measure of great and import- ferent parts of Ireland. If he had hit 
.itU {)ul'lt[c advantage. As to what the choice, he should prefer an education fur 
right h’on. gL-.'. ha,!.! .said witii re.^pect to them in open seminariSs, in dilierent parts 
the ^’ll now before the house, for the im- of tin* country, where their intcrcour.se 
proveinent of ihe Police of Dublin, he did nilh ihejr friends would not be prechided, 
not understand IHift’ti/ obji’ct to tloJ grant i to the institution of one great monastic es- 
^ibr that ptirpo'-e, and certainly the. argu- tablishnicnt, in wWch they would be de¬ 
ments he used in favour of an e.vtended barred of all accessXcf their friends. This 
grant ii; the case under consideration, institution had bcci| supported from its 
would apply ivith full effect in favoio'of foundation by jiublic grants, which left the 
that measure. The right hon. gent, argu- funds originally intended*for it applicable 
c'J, that the conduct of those who sup- to other institutions in different parts of 
ported th'- original vole, arose from tlie the country. There was no impediment, 
pleasure they felt in refusing a boon to so to Komaii CatliofK^s if they cliosn to cm- 
i-j'rge a proporlionof the people of Ireland, ploy theA' own funds for this purpose. 
But lie ivas convinced that the generous But it^ in consequence of an increased 
mind of that right hon. gent, was incapu- grant, a number of hungry pensioners, as 
bltfttfsdpposing that any man could eii- the nglil Iniw. gent, had *le.sigiiali'd them, 
ferlahi such a senrmient. Por himselfj he shouhl he thrown ii{>on the Catholic body, 
felt no such sentiment, and when, from the would not the next step be aft application ^ 
perhaps mistaken vii'W he had of the sub- for a provision for them ? It iiad iieen .said, 
ject, (for he did not think himself infallible,) but not made out in argument, that seven 
he was bound to refuse a grant that would years were neccssaiy for the education of 
lie agreeable to a large portion of his iiui- the Catholic glergy ; but, on the contnp-y, 
jesty’s subjects, it was alway.s to him a it appeared from the papers, that mo-t'of 
painful duty. As to the asse fion that the the clei^^y had left the cpllege in i years 
vote which he was to give wa.s dictated by or less. On the whole, he thought that 
bigotry or intolerance, he could not adiTiA the supply of 3(>1 would be sunudeiit to 
fhat it could be ascribed'to either. It was,, meet the demand of the Catholic clergy, 
no part of religious toleration to make* a an-J therefore should vote for the propo- 
provision for the education of the clergy sUion of his right hun. friend, 
of the tolerated sect. If it were so, they Mr. Pomonbi/ insisted, that there had 
ought to go much farther, for the ministers been aft understanding between guvern- 
of the Methodists, Anabaptists, and Uua- ment an|l ihe (‘atholics, that a siinl .should 
kers, w/)uhi on that ground have as good a be granted to this institution, si;tlicient to 
"olaiiiytrseducation as the Catholic cltrgy; defray the expences of educating 400 .stu- 
fof in this*respect, numbers made no dif- dents, and therefore he maintained that 
fercnce. The-present (pie.stiun was, th9re- the present was a curtailed grant, 
fore, imconneLtcd with intolerance. It The'c-Viawcr/Zor o/' <i?c r replied 

was the duty of the slate to provide for the that wl-^Uevcr might have been the uiuler- 
ediicatioii of the ministers of the religion 'standlijg between the Catholics ami the 
of its own estahlishinciit, but the same oh- goyer^Vnt, of which the right hon. gent, 
ligation did not apply to other sects. All was o^nember, parlianii^ dl(^ not stand 
that toleration required with respect*to com/ilfed liy nny.juch’pledj'-e. '* 

them, was, that no ditlicully Minuid he Mr. IF, Elliot begged leave to exph-jn 
created to any measures they might take liow the fact really stood. The grant to 
for their owif education. ()n every qiies- tiff college of ISIayiiooth, prevjous to the 
tiitfn fur an increase of grant, it was fit to uruoii, wah only S,0Q0/. On the recora- 
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Tnendation/>f the trusties fur that institu- j ^Ir, Gratfan contended,. 
tion, the Jate uclministration proposed to for the (Education of 2!iO stiK 
augment the. grant to I.I.OOO/. and the la^t be insul]icient to supply the \aoa, 
parliament had actually \otcd (his sdin. would (jeeur in the Catholic cler^^ 
Before this vote, however, coidd he carried (h aths <!r casualties. To make up for 
into ellect, that parfr.uneni wasHlissolved, ' deficicnty, the country would be left to 
and whdn the new parliament met, his ma-I two chances, private or foreign charity, 
jesty^s pre-,cnt ministers wished to resort j One rigiit hoii. gent. Jilid said that Ill 
to the former sum ; hut liiiding that the weie educated for the priesthood in pri- 
trustces had acted npon the faith of rc- vain seminaries. Hut the education in 
ceiving the larger sum, lln'V had, in these beiuit only jireparatory for the col- 
one instance, carried into t;xecution the li*gc, that was no educatiorufor the priest- 
intention id their predecessors. Now, ^ hood. Hy reducing tlie grant, the, house 
how'cvcr, (hey seemed to liave overcome, ■ v\ould secure the ignorance and ii.i’Aerate- 
in part, their oIijeMion to granting more. ' prejudices of a great^ux'.*o'l .fje Ca- 
than iS(X)()/. though they couhl not be pre- j thobes. l’i' 0 .selvti.srii was not to liv.ifjc- 
vailed upon U) grant 1 3,(!()f)/. .so th^at it was j purged u'vler such cncumstanccs Heh- 
pretty o\iduiil, a ^•omproluise had taken «gious cyiiiforii lte w?i.s'tiiipraf;ticable, and 
jilace between coidlio'in^r opinions. It ' political conrormii,,- which wifs in their 
W'us prohahle, that Hk.' ipu-stion had been i jiower, ibey w'ould destroy Ity the course 
discussed in the cabi/cl; that there was a j proposed. In eiidcavouiing .to..euforen 
diflcrcnce ot opinion lespeeting it, the | religious coul'ormity, they would make 
terrors ot poper^lalllng more lightly npon j the m.iss of tint people invi'terate t'.itho- 
the heads of some meiriher.s in it, than off lie.s and political eiieiuies. (live tlaiii mj- 
others; and tliat they had resorted to an j educated and ignorant priesu;^ and you 
expedient, not uncommon in private life, i weaken tlie Protestant religion tTnd the 
called splitting the diUcrence. * A.s to the ' I’roie^tant govermueiii. If ])ro\isioii IV 
statement of the right hon. gent, that it I not made at home for the I'dueatiou 
wa.s unprecedented to provide'for the edu- ihcir clercv, thev U)'ist,seek it ahro. 
cation ol the ministers of a-veligion not At present tint could uo‘ ha]ip'<,u , bfi 
that ol tlie state, he obsi-incd, that the j we ought to look rorv\.ir(l to a lime ot 
state ot till Iri.sh (’atholics was an e\- i peace. 'I'heii they would go and bring 
traordiiiaiy anoiiial}''. They might wi.sb I back with them foreign connc.xioiis and 
the case to be otherwise, but they were to ] fon'lgn ohligafions Why diil we fear 
take the country a.s it was and to gi\e it , the C'-atliolic religion was it ui»l from the 
much moral and political improve- ' foreign connexion wdiich it involved ? Aik 
mefit as it was capable of., tlentleiuen whilst tlie spirit of Bonaparte pervadnl 
might talk of ro.>traint; hut that had tlie wholcoiV,he continent, wasthat atiiiie 
been ihe^ princip’- the penr'i code, for keeping iip tlie connexion? ']’b« 
and had tailed. '1 hey might degrade the j .sfiidents that went abroail for eduealion 
Catholics; they might make them bad Lunder such circuii'V>iaiices, w'oiild acquire 
Catholic.s, had ChristiaiKS, or bad subjects, . the same Dcisticul principles and political 
but tlicy could not by such means maku ■ antipathies that would spread c'very where 
them‘Protestants. Ihere w.as no ellectual around them. They would tlieri'lbri: re- 
mode of improving the eoiulitioiifol Ire- turn religious Deists and political Calho- 
land, bit by instructing and cniigliteuing lies, to tlie great danger of overthrow'iiig 
the clergy and the people of ihe^'atliolic j the goveriuneut, Ji was true, lh.it'neitlier 
persuasion. Ag to the superior clergy of I the uAuisters of the Methodists nur pf lh< 
the Catholics, no persons Could posse.ss more j Uuakers were educated at the [uibiic tix- 
rcal piety, exemplary morality, and sound j penfo; but tliey were few i-n compaiisttn, 
political principles*; and as to thV paro- and (lie Catholics formed the great hotly 
chial clergy, he believed that iiiostfcf them of tlie petijile of Ireland. If the jiriest.s 
performed ibcir functions with lidewty and* had any influence over the Catholics, they 
credit. If there were any^ exceptions should bo ctlucafed with .sentiments of do- 
thev arosc'from^hc want of prope^ inestic att.icliinent, not with those |»f ow’> 

lation. Ho ih^ght^tha^ gvery Ac |^po]itical eneniie.s. He doubted whether 

ought to be employed to give the CatR the priest.# hat! as muc,h absolujp liitlueucc 
^birgy an education with nativ^ habits over the people of Ireland as was sup- 
feelings, and depreeated the iinpolicjAof poicd, and (ho cause was,»%li*at they were 
retracting any part of the former grant* not well educated. If they wished tKe 
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Catholio, of Ireland to be well conducted, 
ifiey Jnould make their priests ttjbjocls,* not 
ef Jo itempt, but of veneration, ^i'he Pro¬ 
testant rtiligion was not to be extyided by 
demoralising the CathoIi 9 clergi. They 
^ JJTlght civilise the people of IreStnd, but 
could not make them Protestants. The 
saving proposed* was very contemptible. 
The Catholics would gain by the larger 
grant, the Protestants would not lose, and 
tlie public could sustain no injury by it. 
On the vvhol 9 , therefore, he shouhl give 
his support to the amendment of his right 
],on.dirioL 1. 

Mr., iravc his vote for the smaller 

sum, not from -..iiV indisposition to the 
P,ieat body of the Irish Catholics, but jie- 
cause 250 stutt.-sUg, ./or nhose education 
that sum ,\vas adequate to provide, were 
amply snflicient to .siqiply the vacancies 
ill 2(K)() parishes. He .stated that ;j(i£) per¬ 
sons had been educated at the College ol 
IMaynooth, and that one fifth of these had 
not taken religious orders, but had adopt¬ 
ed other professions, lie likewi.se ob¬ 
jected generally to the principles of the 
JNlaynooth Institution, because, from the 
circumstance of the'’cducalloii being en¬ 
tirely gratuitous, tlie students were persons 
jLiA?. dovvesjt ranks of life,; and if this 
were not the citsc, the higher classes of 
those who belonged to the lioinan Catliolic 
persuasion would bring u|» tlieir .sons as 
ilergyinenj of wlhcli, at jil'cscnt, there 
Mere few or no inslanci's. 

Mr. M. I'liV'crald thought it extremely 
impolitic to liiiaiird the irrit.'ition of the. 
Catlmlics of Ireland for the.,sake of the 
paltry sum of \Ih- lamented the 

ignorance which tlio chancellor of ‘Jie 
p.'tchcqiier belraved of the character vjf 
tlie Ifish jieople, oI'iIst actual silualiou oi 
til it r.'oiinlry, and of the nature of tlie esta- 
bli-slmunt to Mhich the question now be¬ 
fore iJie committee referred. The o.*ia- 
bli.shine.nt had originated in the liberal aiul 
enliglpened views of Mr. Burke, and bad 
^beeii/dictated Ks'S by generosity tliaii 
jismttl polir y, because i*. might be cmi'^i- 
ilercd as aciui.e remuneration for the. iliibe- 
lality Mhicb bad marked the conduct of 
the British government towards the people 
of Irtdand, for so long a period, during® 
wdiich they-had been kept in jt state of ig¬ 
norance and barbarism. lie reminded the 
right hon. gent, that the religion of Ireland 
once was the Uonian Catholic r-jligion/Vhat 
it was by the confiscation of the property 
of the Catlj<iJif;,s that those who now sup® 
yorted the right bon. geut. were enriched, 

VoL. XI, 


and that it was fr^m the same source that 
the University of Dublin, ai)8 the other 
Protestant seminaries, had been endowed. 
A'he system oftliewight hon. gent, had been 
tried and acted upon without success for 
a century ; but, ins:x‘ad of its havmg ob- 
taiiied couvert.s to 'the Prot(;.staiit faith, 
it had only sericd to render the Catholics 
more firm and bigotted in their per.sua.sion. 
If the Union liad not taken place, be con¬ 
tended, that the.establishment atMaynooth 
would Iiave been enlarged by the Irish 
legislature, not only becau.se the popu¬ 
lation of the country was increasing every 
year, huthccau.se thn duties of a Homan 
Catholic priest were .so laborious in their 
niitme, that the, number now employed 
wer<‘ b'y no means adequate to a faithful 
discharge of the functions of the office. 
Mr, Pilugerald c^wderod it very unac¬ 
countable, that thil should be the only 
grant to which a brinciple of economy 
was to he a[iplied, ^hen.it was recollected 
the abundant iibcralitv with which large 
.sums had been granlctl in the course of this 
.session for objects of far inferior import¬ 
ance. fie alluded to two instances ot 
such liberality in support of this alle¬ 
gation : 21,000/. had been granted in the 
ciimsc of the last five years, for com- 
pleating the huildings of tlie House of In- 
du.stiy, which had licen ntgninally coin- 
ple.ited before the Union ; and 18,000/.’ 
had been voted to the Dublin Society, 
i'or encour.iging agriciiliural iinproveiuent j 
an object whieli he allowed to be import¬ 
ant, but wifich certainly was not sd im¬ 
portant as* cultivating the public mind. 
The erflahlidimeiit of JMay.’iooth, he con- 
temled, wa.s conducted with the most 
rii'Jd et onomv, and the only oflect ol the 
paltry savjng that ministers now had in 
.view! woiihrbe, to prolong the reign of 
ignorance, and to render the Iri.sb'priests 
the inr/niiiieiifs of the peoples’ fanaticism. 

iMr. J’arnell vindie.ited il.e Rtynan Ca¬ 
tholic ilcrgy, and read ext rads,IVoin docu¬ 
ments in the ye.ir 179J, when Defouderivni 
broke out in Ircl.m.l, and in 1798, the_ 
period of the late Rebellion, to prove 
their k.yalty anti peaceful demeanour.— 
The question being imw loudly called for, 
the cymmittee divided, 

F<y Uie larger grant of 13,000/. - .58 
V^' the lesser of - 93 

List qf' the Minority. ^ 

icrcromBy, J. Baring, A. 

'iistriuher, sii J, Bewick, C. 

iagcnal, \V. Biddulph, H, M, 

• » 
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Bowy«r, sir T* J.Btouclie, .T. 

Jiniiid,'1', J/itourlic, H. 

Ciilcrnft, J, J.aiirriice, I'. ' 

C’alvcrt, N. J.apumnn, tJ. 

Caveiidi''!), lord G. Alailiii, 11. 

Cocks, I''., , lVIoiir({onu‘rv, J. 

'Colhornc, N. W. R. . Moore, P. ' 

C’oiiibc, Vf. (’. Moi-jutli, iiscniint 

Cowjjcr, E. H. Newport, sir J. 

Creevey,'I'. North, D. 

Dundas, L. (.i'->Lil>>ton, lord 

Kbrington, viscount Parnell, 11. 

Elliot, W. Petty, IomI II. 

Fitzgerald, M, Piggotr, sir A, 

Fitzgerald, J. J’onsonhy, O. 

Fitzgerald, loid II. Porrhester, Lord. 

Fitzpatrick, H. ‘ Prirtic, Hon. F. A. 

French, A. Fym, F- 

Gower, r.'irl Quin, W. II. 

Grattan, II, *■ Ilnsscll, loid \V. 

Ifalsey, J. Siuiili, \V. 

Hamilton, lord A. w^uh,*.?. 

Herbert, A. fijmerville, sir M. 

Hippisley, Mr J. C. ricruev, G. 

Howard, \V. ?Vardoll. G. L. 

Hughes, W. L. * Whitbread, S. 

Laing, M, Windham, W. 

l^iube, W. 

ItOVSB or I'.OtSDS. 

Monday, May 'J. 

[DfiBTons Bill.] Ixjrd KUenhnrovsrJi 

pr. cnled a bill, the object oli which he 
stated to be the relief of jiersoiis inijiri- 
soned for snf.ili debts in certain cases, 
namely, nherw the party had been impri¬ 
soned in execution for twelve calriular 
months, and where the debt, exclusive of 
costSj did not exceed 2\)l. in, such cases 
upon application to any of ipo superior 
courts at Westiniiisier, the party might 
be diseliarged.'but with a provisiJin that 
his goods and eilects shonhl be liable to 
execution in tiie same manner as if the 
laintilf iiad not taken in exeoution the 
ody of the clcfi ndant. If might, jicrhaps,* 
be asked why this power of discharge was 
not given, as in other cases, to the«judges 
at their ‘chambers ? But there had been 
founil m various instances .so many opi-n- 
higs for fraud wrth respect to applications 
to judges at chamber.s, that it was tl)o light 
better In confine the application to the 
court. He had not' brought in the bill 
witiiont consulting with others ofi great 
legal knowledge, who entirely approved 
of its provisions. If it was aske,d, wW not 
extend the"prov^Wons to larger stms ? 
He aiifwereil*, tha^this,was^ an expement 
wUich, if it was found to be beneficinxl, 
might afterwards be extended ; but |c 
could nut consent, in the first instance, m 
nm ttjc risk of affecting public credit 

. \ 
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extending provisions ot v 
llc^iopcdriliat as it stood, ii 
ried into^fi'ect, afford some rc. 
sons ini|/isonc(l tor small debts,* 
having itiy injurious effect upon com., 
cial ci'CiUt. Tlie bill did not extend 
Scotland or Ireland, as he did not wish to 
complicate the ineasnre; hut the provi¬ 
sions might be afterwards extended.—The 
bill VV.IS road a first time. 

HOUSE OP covmoss. 

Monday, May '2. 

[Local Militia Bill.] Ll.- 
JYrt;'//, in rising to nio^e '!>' 

day for the second reaitiiig of y. 

M||!itia bdl, thought it might be .'u 
goiiveuifiicc oi’ the In’U^x,"^iid jtend to save 
time, that he shmiir! ‘nke that opportunity 
of apprizing gentlemen ol’a few alterations 
which he meant to propose in the. com- 
mitt^.(i upon the bill. 'I he alteration.'^ he 
had in view bore .so direelly and .so much 
upon the geueial lumciple of the bill, tht^t 
he was inclined to suppo.se they would, 
when explained, narrow considerrdily the 
limits of any discussion upon that head. 
'I'lie first alteration which ho meant to pro- 
j>o.se, he adopted in roi\scf]ueii<'e of its 
having been thought desi'uhle'ti..,. iho 
measure, imdcr roimderalion should con¬ 
tain a prov iso for the exemption from its 
operation of pei.son.s .who had actually 
served in the militia, either personally or 
by snhslitiite, or who had iiu iirred any 
penalties in consequence of tin; militia 
acts. In framing his bill, he; had followed 
the principlu, of the Training bill of the 
right hon. genf. o^»|:jsite (Mr. Windham), 
v^'iich looked to ocrsonal servir e, and e.\- 
^ended to all not iv;tually .serving in sonic 
other force. It was thought, however, de¬ 
sirable to allow persons of the description 
to, which he hud alluded, an immunity 
equivalent to that which they enjoyed 
under the militia laws, and for that pur- 
po.se a certain number of years was fixed, 
upon us the period of exemption, ijithe? ' 
than an indefinite, time.—The Aext point 
iipoy which he proposed analtci-ationwa-s, 
to enable Volunteer corps that might be 
disposed to serve as local militia rather 
than as volunteers, to change the nature of 
their serview: and on this head it wasio 
be expressly provided, that no dcciipon 
a ipajority of any corps should bind those, 
either ofli«ers or men, who m^ght be in¬ 
disposed to the change of service, to serve 
in J.hc local militia contrary *10 their own 
wish. The clause he had to propo^ 
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• Jthereforc^vvoulil provide for allowiii^ tlie 
oliicep'of such volunteer co||}s to’liold 
r'^’:.in.ssion.s in the local militn, and ena¬ 
ble his majesty to dispense wi^ the qua- 
^ lifications in such otficers requited by th' ‘ 
^liliiia lau’Sj and by this bill, it was al^ 
to provide for the transfer of the services 
of the privates of such corps from the vo¬ 
lunteer force to the local niililia.—Another 
clause lie meant to propose, was to enable 
■ persons, whose circinnstances might obtij'e 
them to transier tlicir residence from one 
county to another, to transfer also their 
st/vfees <*■. n the local militia of one coun¬ 
ty if tb j '*'»uld be serving in it, to the 
local/.liitia ot i.'. other, lie had also a 
clause to propose, which would coiiti^iii si 
provision IbP'giisrtitiag the same fjjcilities of 
support to.the famiJii's of jicrsoiis in the 
local militia, wliose labour was necessary 
for the support of their families, as ivere at 
present enjoyed by lolunteers of tlie^sanie 
description, when they went out on per- 
^manent duty. This would not bring any 
burthen upon the parishes, because, though, 
as in the case of volunteers, the charge 
would in the first instance be advanced by 
the parish, it was aft..i wards to be refund¬ 
ed by the receiver general of the county. 
I’-' " :t aware of any other point ivhich 

it was necessary for him to state to the 
house, but one general regulation, which 
he had always in his cuntcniplation, and 
of which he was surb<the. house would rea¬ 
dily perceive the expediency, namely, to 
place these corps, when called our, under 
the .siipcrintendance of ofliceis of the line. 
3‘ivery gentlcma.i must ii’,stanliy be aw are of 
the important advanti.^y j-, point of prac¬ 
tical and professional iy'provenn iit, t.hat 
must result from the ad>t[)tioii of -mch an 
arrangement. Having thus explained the 
nature of the alterations which lie meant 
to introduce into the bill in the committee, 
he should now move (he order of the day 
for the second reading of the hill. 

Mr/ H'hithi'ead cxprc.<i.scd liis hope, tliat 
in the .committee the noble lord wauld in- 
ifOaucc Vome clau.se to remedy the gio.ss 
injustice suflered by tho.so who were seiv- 
iiig by substitute in the army of reserve, 
and had since been ballottcd into the mili¬ 
tia, and obliged to serve in person. There, 
were .several who had expended the fruits 
&l) their earnings in providing a substi¬ 
tute m the army of reserve, at the expeiice 
of forty or fifty guineas, and avho having 
afterwards been drawn Ibr the militia, had 
not the met^vijof procuring another sqbsti- 
ihtc, and were consequently obliged to 
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I serve personally. The.se were compara- 
' lively few in number, but it exuetnely 
de.sii-able and just, that they should be 
Allowed to w'ith'iraw from the militia. In 
hi.s county persons of that description had 
not beex subjected !o the ballot, because it 
had becMi thought that it had ifqj’er been 
I intended by the legislature. He hoped 
j thcretbro, that the noble lord would pro* 
Vide for this case of hardship in the com¬ 
mittee, bccaibc a cluu.se to that ei&ct 
would conic much butter from him or his 
friends than from any other member.— 
The question being now put, that the bill 
be re.ul a second time, 

Sir Jamts Hall said, there never was a 
period in the history of thi.s country, 
wherein any man could hsiVe a better op- 
porlmiity to iniuiorlalize his name than 
by the <‘.stab1ishi^nt of an cflicient sys¬ 
tem of ilefencc ai^ security, menaced 
we were by the .lotiibiiied hostilities of 
united I'iuropc, urged cn by the ambition 
and ri'.senlments of a too successful and 
implacable foe. He clearly .‘:aw that the 
object of the noble lord in the present bill 
was to rejjaii' that breach in the national 
strength,'occasioned by a decay in tbff 
volunteering spirit of the people, by which 
he was compelled to the necessity of 
adopting the only means of organizing the 
whole physical .sirengtli of* the country, 
namely, that of rai.siiig a fiirce by' ballot." 
It w as very pus.sihle the bill might not be 
every thiiig which could be wished; but he 
approved of the principle ; and if nothing 
better conjll be olfi'i ed, he should giv’e this 
I bill liis .<>nppori. It was po.ssilde in the 
comi)/itt> e to make many aiViendmenls, and 
.supply any delects vvhieli the bill in its 
pre.sciil form might probably present. 

C'olonfj Shipley could not let this hill 
pass, even in tiiis stage, or in any other, 
vvjlhout entering his decided protesJagainst 
its obyect-s. Ii was remarkable enough, 
that in tiie. c times, when changjs of mi¬ 
nistry’were .so frequent, thaj every suc¬ 
cessive change was the V'Ai'vnt of a new 
military system. Whatever might have, 
been the merit of other systems, he could 
sec in this neither uii'\iccessiun of strength 
to the country, nor of advantage to the 
ariiiy^ It.s only object seemed to be an 
incr|asu of influence to ministers, unne- 
cessiiy and uninentc^ LiHle, indeed, 
didyit consider the dignity'or the coinfbrt 
of^the soldfery !'To the .system produced 
ly.st year,-*Iie had the pleasure to give hia 
ynqualiBed approbation. It gave no influ* 
e'ucc to government; it flung'no disgrac« 
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on the but brought advantage to 

boih.,VKi*haul coinproiiiiiting the dignity of 
either. To the author of that syslcnv (Air. 
Windham) every tribute was due, and he* 
hoped the army would ever hold in proper 
estimation their eloipid^U and decided ad¬ 
vocate. Jtis plan had given general satis¬ 
faction, and createil lively hopes ; and it 
was scamlalou.s that motives of malignant 
jealousy should hbst those hopes, witiiout 
giving their object even a trial. He said, 
the cxpencc attendant on the execution 
of this bill was one reason for his opposing 
it, and the oppression it eneoiiraged was 
another. Added to tins, he could see no 
one good clfect which it would ]>roduce ; 
nor could all the eloquence of the noble 
lord persuade hftn, that soldiers (miscalled 
such) could bo fitted for essential- service 
in 23 days. It was h^osslble even to 
^ill tolerable recruits 1 1 that lime. The 
scheme proposed was mdically bad, be¬ 
cause it employed, coitipulsion to eitbei 
what could be ellectual only when it was 
voluntary. The expence, too, he thought 
a great objection, as it was unattended by 
any advantage ; it appeared, this Militia 
was to be armed at the expence of govern¬ 
ment ; a permanent pay, and a permanent 
stall' kept up, and all for no benefit. As if 
that was not enough too, the Volunteers 
were to have rwvards given them lor trans¬ 
ferring thcm,H'lvcs to llie Militia, and were 
thus unnecessarily taken from a post in 
which they were of essential service. 
Little regard as it had to economy, it had 
still less to humanity. It went’^o drag the 
peasant from his home, from his farm, 
from the family who hioked to hifti for 
support, and who were now left to perish 
unpitied, or procure a wretched subsist¬ 
ence gleaned iVoiii the scanty pj|tance o)' 
casual compassion. But the noble lord 
seemed*to think tliat it would acceler.v|c 
the recruiting for the regulars. Win#! did 
he suppose that system could benefit any 
particular pyirt of a body, on the wAolc of 
which it cast degradation and contempt ? 
J)id he suppose that men could ever look 
on servility with a favourable eye ? His 
general opinion of file bill he had now 
' given pretty fully, but he could not sit 
down without remarking a few particularly 
obnoxious clauses. It was intend^ bv 
the bill, thatiihe si^c qualificaUons sImulTl 
btfrequired foa thi^art of tl^c^militaiY as 
for ibe old militia ; this he could not hMp 
considering as particularly absurd, becaiiM 
it was so notorious a defect in the present m 
litia, tliatiie would venture to say there wcri 


I, 1808 .—tiocal IMiiitia I ' [10+ 

♦ 

very few colonels of rr ^ - 

not in ivanW of some otfici.. 
aleficicncy ««’qualifications in ii- 
wig for coramibsions. If, then, adi,. 
vVi-s found lin supplying so comparative ^ ^ 
sj^iall a nuliber, how did the noble lord 
suppose so large a number could he ofli- 
ceied under the same disadvantages ? He 
I deprecated severely the prohibition of sub- 
! stilutcM. It was t'ooli.>h to make people 
^ serve wlio were unwilling, when they could 
' find men to serve voluntarily ; and it was 
i cruel to compel those to •'•* wi<h whose 
I interests it might cllect •"*». 

I (loiiqnilsion, however, wa 
j the bill, and coinpulslitfe/ ^ 

I cipli% of mini lets ; violence 
prjmc aiirj actuation pwietptc -j ^tlicy st., 
ported commerce l)y ti.rowing eveiy im¬ 
pediment in its way ; they exalted the 
army by i.onseription and by infamy ; 
they piiscd Liiglund by depressing the 
spirit of her people ; and conciliated Ire¬ 
land by pulling bigotry in ollii e, and, 
decking out intolerance in laurels ! He 
was aware ofthedisatlvantage under which 
any minister would labour now w'ho [ire- 
sented a new miliiarf .plan, and he ( 
tainly would not rise to 'throw any imj 
dlmcnt in his way, if hc'utho’igA'Yffej' 
about to originate any one advantage 
the country. Whoever totik a review ot 
the two. last years progress, would be 
ama/cd that, two admiiii.strations .so dil- 
ferent, could govern the same nation; i.nc’ 
administration endeavouring to conciliate, 
the other to coerce the country; one 
rising on tin* good;vi .hcs and uppmbutlou 
of the people., c ot/fcr allccting to despise 
them. He said a he saw any one'advan¬ 
tage likely to rei’ilt to the nation from 
this Jiill, It .should nave met his support; 
but seeing the very opposite efiect, he de¬ 
precated and condernnetl it. 

Mr. J. Smith w'as happy to find that the 
only sulistantial objection that could be 
urged against the bill was removed biy the 
J mendments proposed by the nobj^i \|ord i 
this night. He hail been always rfdcciaeh 
frienij to the volunteer .system. He wa.s 
sorry the volunteers were not engaged for 
the war, as they might have been at its com- 
.mencenient. It remained now to apply 
tlio best remedy to the error then commu¬ 
ted ; and this measure was the remedy_ 
mos^eilicaciou.s, as it would go directly to 
niako up foil the falling oif that ^ust take 
place in a pure volunteer force after the 
urgency of the immediate •Qsfii for their 
service should have ceased to operate \vit&| 
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•its origir'iV influence. lie denied thjit the 
bill c^dlcl with propriety be cblled a con- 
-^iipnon, or that there was aiiv thing op¬ 
pressive in the nature of the service re-j 
quired. J 

'* Mr. Herbert (of Kerry) saw notliii 
exceptionable in the bill, which he had 
read over wiiR attention. The in.igni- 
tude of the dangers with which the coun¬ 
try was thi‘i-atened rt'cjuired the exer¬ 
tion of all the powers of the empire 
for onr dclence ; and this moasure con¬ 
tained no 'ty than the tnne re- 

* lord ha<l made one 

eh, however, niiglit 
, -lU- empire was in- 

iioUle lord for the groat .liea- 
. 1 . ot tlu‘»b'Tn‘ulr; '-but tliat great ineasufo. 
was still impcri'eel, Svhilc there was notan 
unity of deleiihivo force between the united 
kingdoms. It would be a measure worthy 
of the noble lord who bad eoinhalied in 
the, foremost ranks to eflect the. Union, 
,to remedy that imperi'cetion, ami to ren¬ 
tier the great work contj)lcte. The hard¬ 
ship of the more distant removal from 

*'.'■ " ’ by the urgency 

' but an addition 
aprovements that 
on the original 
vunsiicuiioii VII .itv ..iiiiLi.t. lie was anxious 
that the, bill sliould go to a coinmittee, 
that thjj arnendmen* 'he sug- 
•"'•e in that stage. 

' that the noble 
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try, or to qualify himself ^iitthat ne¬ 
cessity. It was imt on that grounti, tiiTJ-e- 
hrro, fh'at he had any objection to this mea¬ 
sure. But, before he could consent to sub¬ 
ject the British peoijjie to any general call 
of this dature, he would call turim amend¬ 
ment in the military code, lie coald never 
allow the Briiisit people to be subject to a 
disgrace, for which Britons were particu¬ 
larly unlit, he meant the lash. He would 
never give his consent to have the British 
people lushed. It was in this part of the 
measure, however, that the fltiicss of the 
noblt; lord to be its jiroposer was particu¬ 
larly felt. E.xperienec had shewn, that the 
noble lord was the fittest man in the world 
to snUmit a whole people ty the lash. He 
allowed, for it was the opinion of the 
alilest inilitiyy '^len, that the immense 
power of I'lMnceAdirected by the ablest 
and ino.st cxperieiced leader modern Eu¬ 
rope. had seen, wia; suflicieiit to imprc.<is 
the necessitv of calling forth our whole 
pliysital strength to meet the threatened 
danger. If any fair and honourable mode 
of drawing forth, this exertion bad been 
made, hc„sliuuld have been ready to give it 
his .support. But the measure now' be¬ 
fore the house, though perfect for every 
purpose of d'-^srate, was impotent in the 
view of strength. He was astonished that 
any man should presume to interfere in> 
the government of this country, with so 
liith- e.xperience, as to bring forward for 
the main defence of the nation, a niea- 


V. o originate 

wicli a .. before the 

louse. But the 1 .. spoke last, 

lid not-eeui aware o. .. at measure 
vould siiliject the countr ' to. In former 
timi'.s, when the army -vas so composed 
that it could not be kept in order without 
extreme seventy, it might have been right 
to enact and to enforce that military code, 
the penalties of which were now the ex- 
clu-sne di.sgrace of the British army and 
the lifilish nation. But at the present 
•vtime ^ when so great an aineltor.atlbn had 
tdlicn place In the discipline and com¬ 
position of our military force, it \v)s no 
longer excusable to continue tho.se penal 
enactments ; and, certainly, he should 
, pause before he w'ould give hi.s consent 
to •commit the whole people'of England 
to what was dishonouralile, and perni¬ 
cious to the army itself. lie hadi no 
objection p> a conscription, ?n the full 
force of the werd. Ue could never con- 
. sider it a haTibhip on a m in to be calk-il 
tjipQfi to defend his heme and bis eoun- 


sure so inqpnsistcnt with the constitution 
and geniLS of the, people, and with 
every' priiiciplc of eonirnon sen.se. 7'he 
Freneii government had now under its 
controul, nearly 100 millions of people. It 
had the command of all the ports of the 
cAntiiient; and might soon have fleets in 
Various quarters, equal at least in number 
to ours. In these eirciim.itances, this coun¬ 
try codld not rest its safety on ^ly' thing 
but an,^rmed population. The British na¬ 
tion .should be in a state to feel’iio alarm, 
even if it had not a ship bn the sea. He 
was not dissatisfied that the people should 
be made an armed people. What he was 
anxious for was, that measures should issue 
from that house of a nature to inspire the 
people with eiiihii.sia.sm, and to animate 
thcm,to general exertion.^ would not, 
lum'^Yer, give ufi the people to be floggcA 
Ile^vould iiotwlloiv Britain to be a flogged 
nation. '^Iien individual soldiers voltrfi- 
tarily sold themselves into that situation, 
it was a .suilicient shame to the country 
that permitted such an abuse j hut he 



107] PAUL. DjfBATKS, May ' 

would not ]^vv the people to be broos;ht 
int&*'tu!i‘(''contlition by compulsory enact¬ 
ment. The burthen orunmitigate.l pef'^oiial 
service he left out of his consideration tliii' 
night, because it was i^bsorbej in the pa¬ 
ramount iutporlancc qf tho other" points. 
We had seen all the nations of liurope, with 
armies composed as ours were, fall before 
France. The greate.st military powers of 
the continent, from relying on njerc mer¬ 
cenary armies hail been, as it were, trodden 
down and walked over hy I'rancc, without 
resistance. He was aware that the con¬ 
stitution of this country placed every man 
at the disposal of the king, to be placed 
in the station in which he would be most 
wanted to resii^t the enemy in case />f in¬ 
vasion. He objected not to this; but he 
wished, by the abolition/)f the disgrace¬ 
ful penalties attached ^^he condition of a 
Briti.sh soldier, to makl the .situation such 
a.s a British freeman ^ight, %vithout im¬ 
propriety, be placed in. The fatality with 
which neglects, such as were iiaiv to be 
complained of in this country, were attend¬ 
ed to monarchs les.s consimnnately virtuous 
than ours, ought to teach us th.e duty of 
doing every thing incumbent on us to se¬ 
cure a life so precious. He thercibre 
begged his majesty's ministers to be cau¬ 
tious how theji propused measures of ge- 
,neral dcfence,*cloggcd w'itb oldigations dis¬ 
honourable to any nation, but particularly 
inconsistent with the characteristic and 
constitutional freedom of Britons. Unless 
this measure should be amende)^* in the com¬ 
mittee ; and unless a general iinendment 
should be made, hr omitting the obnoxious 
penalties from the Mutiny act, he should be 
under the necessity uf giving it his decided 
opposition in the latter stag(>s. lie la¬ 
mented that every thing (hat w;ftj done by 
the Brit.i.sh goveinirient, w'as calculated to* 
give an idea that the nation was liasteiiiog 
to its fate. A short time ago, a greUt mea¬ 
sure was brought forward for the general 
and peVmaflent support of the. army. That 
measure was scarcely alloived to commence 
' its operation, when it was altered, and in 
substance i*epealed. There wa.s nothing 
but vacillation in our councils. In the 

{ •resent administration, nothing was brought 
brward hut measures of mere temporary* 
convenience, and immediate pvacti^l pp- 
Ijcy» measures tnut stamped their authors 
Its mere journeymen. The«c*was nothing 
like those great principles by wjiich alone 
nations could flourish, and from which no 
nation eve^ departed without involving its 
^oWn ruin. Having entered his protest 
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against the measure, on the.se mof 
portant poirfyi, he would res(;rve hh-' 
^uhservatioiw to a future stage of the 

(lo\oueljWootl vindicated the mit 
■>fle of thfe country, which he pronounc 
tv he the most lenient in Europe. It had^ 
been contended that the present plan was 
unpopular, and calculated to increase the 
intiueuce of ministers : this he thought a 
I coiitradietion in teniKS. He could not 
j understand how a measure could give ini- 
nislers influence, and he at the same time 
unpopular. 

Mr. JV/nfhread con\d easily ; w.^ov^ the 
difficulty which the tioii. pc- ].,., m bad, 
of coiieeiviiig how any .amg tbaf 'vould 
giv« palronag- could be unpopular. Mca- 
.sures of taxation, (or«j«!?tartC‘a.. were ex¬ 
tremely unpopular, ycu uo moahurcs were 
attended with more extensive patronage 
in the appointment of collectors, &c.; 
and (yen that patronage was lelt as one 
of the greatest hardships amiexed to them. 
His lion, friend hohiiul him (Mr, Herbert), 
had e.omplimentcd the noble lord opposite 
on his gallantry in fighting in the foremost 
ranks for the Union, and coii(|iieriiig the 
opponents of that me<i His hon. friend 
ought, however, to have recollected, that 
one of the greatest cooqti '•or' 
as-serted, that he would take any town into 
which he could get room for an ass laden 
with go*"! to enter. That this was the sort 
of agency employed^’ •; the conquest for 
which his hon. friend .',ave the noble I.,.,! 
so much credit, he had tlie i ulhority of the 
Irish cliancellcr o' the ex heqiier for be¬ 
lieving. It w s ^ it’ inge. that the noble 
lord, w ho was i,i.r)ru/My foremost in defence 
of the Volimtc^s, and who for that pur¬ 
pose imputed e.'prcssion.s to his right 
hoiT. friend whicirhe had never made use 
of, should now bring forward a mcasuro 
wkieh went to absorb them altogether. 
For if th.it was not the object of the pre¬ 
sent measure, he could not see. w'hat it was 
good lor. The noble lord regarded the 
’7olunttJer.s as an ancient oratot nid ' 
great but dangerous political ch!lractef*6f 
liis tjme : laudtmdi, ornandi — iollcndi. The 
noble lord h.ad praised and ornamented 
the VoIuiiV’crs, and now he came to de.s- 
troy them. The Training act, which tho 
noble lord shewed he did not understand, 
in-as-much as he conceived it was Im. 
exiymted by the constable, was evidently 
the original from which the nol^e lord de¬ 
rived this measure. Tho recruiting of the 
arn»y would have been regvktly and per- 
mancntiy provided fur, if the nubic tolll 
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suffer^ the measure of hi* right hon. 
friend lairly to operate. But the ituRIc 
JftWih'iVould have a volunteering Aoin the 
• Militia, which had indeed been suc.'ce.ssfui, 

' nobody doubted it would be, Im h.id j 
bceti attended with most oppres'<ivi | conse- | 
. quciices from the general operation of the ■ 
ballot to supply the deficiency the volun¬ 
teers had led after them. The multipli¬ 
cation of the ballot by the present measure 
’’would extend the hardship still tanher. 
lie would venture to say, that when it 
to be tried, the numbe: of 
eould not be found between 
ml 35. It would, besides, 

1 ifi^'most ruinous cHi-ct on 
.(d industry of the young incQ, 
,vas p':t,-j)i.«ed ^principally to sub- 
teet to tlie ballot, to take them away for 
28 days from their homes, ami to send 
them back depraved and corrupted, to 
coiiniiunicate tlie balefid ellects of their 
campaign around the neighl)onrhood. 'Iln! 

< expence of converting the Volunteers into 
' Local Militia was enormous, and when 
: compared w’itli that of his ri"bt hoji. friend’s 
measure wl*’ )ccn so much 

‘ found to be 
'till he wished 
a committee, 

..t ue corrected us much 
foMf lonl and by ethers. 

mge of ?flili(ia. 
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the Irish were Mot V 

sity of coining' .o 
^vould atl leh tlubii 
tulion and coimcctic 
tlie govci'iinieiit of th 
of the justice and w isn 
inspiring the Irish nati 
• measure.s ! Then there wo.ild he no occa- 
, sion for such an interchange, lie wished 
to avoid, on this occasion, the discu-ssinn 
of the severe punishments contained in our 
military code, lie always believed the 
'•iglisli were good and humane oll'ccrs, 
and'ill^tt t^ey mitigated, bj' their mode¬ 
ration and lenity, the rigour of the law. 
Such he knew was the inipressiun of Aie 
men, both by sea and land ; they always 
preferred being tried by their otTicers, to 
being tried by their comrades. . 

Mr. JVUberforcc began with lamenting 
that the country did not seem awake to 
the perils by which it was su*«rounde^. 
Neither in nor out of parliament could he 
.liiid th4l there"vv,‘js a sense adequate to the 
giAltncs? the dangers which impended 


[nof 

over us. We had,* it was true, seen these 
dangers iiicrea.sing for a long 
had been accustomed to consider tliem to* 
ir^ch, and they be.camc, in some measure. 
ip familiar to u.s, that, seeing they Were 
never leal^ed, we wcnc too apt to treat 
^liein with a contempt they did not deserve. 
Some years ago, there was a stronger dis¬ 
position in the country than at present^ 
to ad-ijit measures necessary for its safety, 
and jet the power of l-'rancc was nothing 
then compared wltli what it was at this 
moment. lie could m no w'ay explain 
this phenomenon, e.xrept upon that prin- 
ciji! of conildence ariving from the pre- 
-suined extinction of Uie naval power of 
h'lMiice. Sheltered behind our wooden 
walls, as*they wcie called, v.v seemed to 
‘deride the dangers by which we were 
llireatened. Bi»t tliMwasa sei uritv, upon 
which implicit rcliiiDce was not to be 
placed. The most I'lxpciienccd military 
cliaracters allowed lb\t it,was possible for 
the enemy to land a large force, in more 
parts than one. of the country. To u|}pose 
any attenqit of this kind, wc should always ‘ 
h i\ e such a military Sjree on foot, as would 
preidude the enemy from the possibility of 
siiefcs.s. We .should possess such a .species 
of internal force as rniglit operate as a dis- 
coiiragement to descent, and make .success, 
hiiin.inly -spi aking, impo.ssible„ When na¬ 
tions endeavoured to overthrow each other, 
their ( liiefin.slruincnts were regular armies, 
inu oil such occa.siuii.® the power ass.tiled 
had a very great ad vantage over-the as¬ 
sailant. 'I’htJ former, in addition'*^ its 
regular force,*^m!ghr avail itself of its po- 
pulationjin the same maniTer as, in a siege, 
the cominaniler would .sometimes call the 
inhabitants to his assi.stance in tlic defence 
of the jilace. Considering the strengtli 
aqif acrimony of the enemy with whom 
we had to contend, we .should lit gleet 
nothing which might conduce to our .se¬ 
curity. The whole population of th j coun¬ 
try sliouM, as far as possible, be trained to 
tile '' arms; and here it might be 

said, the plan of hi 4 noble friend did not 
come up to his ideas. lie regretted that 
it did not. The principle and foundation 
of the measure was good, but it was not 
sulliciently spacious or comprehensive. It 
was desirable that a great part of the po¬ 
pulation should be put int 9 such a degree 
of training, as would qualify i/ to be in-i 
corporated witf?the regular army in case 
of exigency) and that we should have al 
the same time a great legimcnted force. 
Tins, as well as he understood it^ was th* 
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)rincip1e of his noble friend’s plan, which, disasters tliathad befallen' Ein^ue, wpro . 

to find, it was not bis inten- in'a great degree to be allribuleu. This 
'twn to carry lo the extent which h'' him- he said/o vindicate the memory oi that 
sciftliouglu. neccs-iary. ,Perhaps, bowevd-, great iiAn from at least one of the errors 
when it should come to be farther de.vo, that in many instances were groundlessly-' 
Joped, it might be made to come ruarcr tcv charge I upon him. At present thedairger 
the ftysl«in he had tak«m (be liberty of re- secme(l to be -^o far lliougbl of, that soine- 
coiniiTi iiding. lie could not liclp regret- thing was to be done to meet it ; but it 
ting that his nob'o fiicnd did not ieel him- seemed (o be thought nutter of inditterence 
self warranted to call u[)on tlw people to i what that sometlung .should be. His ob- 
coinc forward in their own defence; to j jection to the present measure was not 
remind them of the icloric.s and triumphs that it went to do too iinich, or that it was 
of their aiic< slor.-.; to represent to lliem too bnrthcn'.ome, hut that it was in its na- 
llie imminent and Iionrly increa.sing dan- I ture Jiiefin lent. lie wished ‘ ' sWip the 
geis with whitli .thej’were thre aU ne<l; measure of its feathers, and ‘W it iu 
and, by a vigorous appeal to tljeir ])a- its natural size. Tlil'i p'roposed ..'easure 
triotisiu and their .spirit, to' rouse ibcin to would be attended with vast exi'tence, wit', 
ru.sh forward to defend and uphttid the li- a g('neral di.si.irhan||eof lU.?.occupations of 
berties, the honour, the interest, and :lie' privalt life, patron ,;'e williont, end, ,and a 
security of the eoiH'^>'. »Tlie jdaii, how- great coiilaminatiuji of public morals. The* ^ 
ever, as llir as it we/t, met. hi.s entire ajj- tntasure was bulky, hut he n islied to as- 
probation. He alsil apjnovtd higl.ly ol l ertain its substanii.d size. 'Wliat would 
the plan of didVmerproposed by another all*the tinsel burn for? what vu'ight of 
noble lord (the earl of Selkirk), and w i.^lled solid gold did it contain r We were told of 
it was cjiTieil into cHect. The, \obinleei” .MtOjOOO nion in aims ; hot vve had both 
•were not intcrfi-rcd with by tin; present tin; men and the arms bel'ore. The eii- 


mcasnre, wliicli went only to prmide a 
.supply in the event of their falling olf. 
Every one who bad considered the ..ob¬ 
ject allowed the dillicnlty of keeping up a 
great standing army in tom* ol'piane. It 
iiierefore became iiececsary lo have a l.irgc 
subsidiary force, wliidi might, if neces- 
sarv, be ca.sily transferii'd lo (he regnlais. 
A varied fari-e was fittest for tins eonniiy, 
all tlie.'/ranrhes of which would act with 
coM’Inon emulation. He Ij'iMed pailia- 
ment would provnle a dci'eiul^! adiapiaie to 
the exigeinsy ; 'and that long loi'lempla- 
tioiM’f the tlangcrwoiild nol cause it to be 
undervalued. The enemy bad no lunger 
powerful nations to dicatl; the loss of an 
uriny was less material to bim,*’nnd beSv as 
le.ss exposed to revolt at home, j’bcse 
were all additional temp'ations U) ndder- 
lake t|fe enleijn-isc against us. Hut our 
great, free population, if !;o\ernHifnt and 
parliament would avail them.seives ot’tbem, 
a Horded nmpte means to render attack 
bopcdcss, and peace 'seem e. 

Mr. Windham vindicated liimselfand his 
fiiends liom tlie impniation of under-rating 
tiie danger of invasion. He could, how¬ 
ever, remember a period of dajtger, the 
year 17!)!4, w[icn the lion.* gent, 'tilu* 
ibroagbt tbeybarge (Mr. Wilberforce) bad 
IVjen mainly inslrumentalfti’torcing ontlit! 
Aiinistcr at that time (Mr. Pitk) a measure 
>vbich put the government oftbis country 
..ill a cuuriSe entirely new, and tu which the 


rolling, loo, was provideil for hy the Train¬ 
ing act, to the amuK-.* of litX),0()0 men, or ' 
more if necessary. '1 e training was to i' 
!ia\ c born for 2 f days, ni w i* ' ' '''' ‘■>y ' 

mid I he men were t^i lie incorporated 
info companies, regiinf’.ils, or battalion.s. 
Thisl.i fact, was til' only])uint in which 
the noble Jjiril’s sjile d im-a.suia; ilillcrc'd 
Iroiii its l.)a'r»>?n } .< es^oy' dlii.s-..— ., 

lo.ss instead ly a n ''‘t)ut|V'ven if it was a 
gain, it wonh'' drap.y purchase'I at 
the expente < ' j| tin* nnniev, ve\i|^iun, 

cornipUon, ar / ronage, that would at-- 
leml it, 'i'lio I ohie loirl seemed lo think 
that by putting miliiary clnibes on men, 
he could make, them soldiers, mid that 
upon getiiiig the regimental tailors lo put 
on red, while, and liliie lacings. In; eoidtl, 
hstablisli an army at pleasure. Tins was, 
however, a fabc idea; it w ,is noiorious that 
it was by r.'-giilur troops opposed to irie- 
gulay, Ibul l-'raiicc bad eoinpiered and 
rope bad Inen suliducd. ile a'-sTrlA-Nsruin 
the best autborily, that the men tbiis trained 
cufild not without the danger of certain 
defeat be brought to act with regimenU of 
the lino in the day of battle. He pro¬ 
posed tbiiklhe men, when trained, sbquid 
be* used as a great reserve, to be broiight 
gradually into the line to rejiair tlie losses 
tRat migjit arise. It was not merely to 
supply the incidental falliifg otf ot the 
Vohmtee.r.s that tile in'esey^kill waiArought 
Idrward. Thcie was a circular to 
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atop the iiicrease of the Voluhteers. The 
idea of binding the volunteers to cotn- 
nulsory scrvu;e was too ridiculoiis to be 
heard with patience. lie had, on'a former 
occasion, ret oiunieinlt'd to the militia and 
volunteers, a Spanish pioverb wlii ;h says, 
* defend me from my friends, ami. 1 wdl 
defend myself against my enemies.’ It' 
turned out in fact, that both Volunteers 
and Militia sullered more from their friends 
opposite, than from him who was called 
their enemy. He proposed that the Vo¬ 
lunteers coming forward after a ct'rtaiu 
time, '^oulil serve without pay ; and he 
jelieve !•, that was the, object of thc-noble 
.ord’s proposition ./ti this head now. The 
..oule lord thought he did a great deal 
when he made, a great bustle. Or rathlir, 
he wished-to appear do .somethitig, aiu> 
for that purpose set about undoing what 
was already done, flis plan had been to 
increase the army by rendering the con¬ 
dition of the soldier attractive to the*res- 
pcctablc population. The noble lord pro¬ 
ceeded, not by raising the situation of the 
.soldi(‘r to the condition of the people, bnl 
’ (he iifoule to the level of the 
lat besides the 
■ .Mice, under otli- 
il, many persons 
WHO iiau end to tiicir daily 

bii.sine.s.s in their f^bsence would lie^iruincd. 

< )n a former oi rccomr>,ciidt fl a 

•neral line ; 1 ertv-rof getting 

..iiulos ii-d bt ’<*(mly to 

•4 eiiormon.s rV'ig an oppressive 

fc.tture ol tlic pfcs ■ lat it prevented 
thjA alleviation'bf eu that miglit 

iafl on the indivii insurance. If 

the bill was allovvi itc in its pre¬ 
sent stale, thousam crushed under 

it like grubs ; and an ischiefwasto 
be incurred to indulge t}ie noble lord in an 
army of red coats .md breeches. It w’as 
very absurd to accuse him and his frichds 
of want of regard for the interest of the 
country, because they attempted to correct 
the faulty measures proposed by his ma¬ 
jesty’s hnitistcrs. lie, on the contrary, 
thought the pountry w-as strengtheiieil iiy 
pointing out and corroeling these weak¬ 
nesses. It was said, the Volunteers had no 
objection to bo cou\ cried into Local iMi- 
litja, it their ofli^ief^'s were enrolled in their 
respective raijks. He objected rnucli to 
thi.s Jen^l.s'nroimem without any regard 
to qualification. It was no rccofrimendiiiion 
to him tlftt the inagi.strates approved of 
the bill, n^t^even that the deputy lieute- 
or the lords lieutenant approved of 

yvou. XL 


it, considering who had the appointment 
of the lords lieutenant, and the recent ap- 
poinbinent the noble secretary - ‘ 

lit' a person connected with himsidf, and 
/vfiolly unconneefed with that county, to 
/be lord lieutenant of the comity of Nor¬ 
folk. TMe nunilier of ofiicers, and clerks 
of division, and subdivision, whiUi this 
measure would tvijuiiv, would cxtetid the 
inllui'iice of govorimient, or that of those 
upon whom government had iiillueiicc, 
throughout the country. The mischief of 
this iiillueiice was, not only that it cor- 
rupti-d the public mind extensively, but 
also that it imsetticd it still more. He.ap- 
(lealed to all who half ever filled ofiices 
with |>atronage annexed to them, whether 
the ciibct of seeing a friend or a neighbour 
provided for by a place, was not to lead 
away many ojhei*-. from tho slow atlvan- 
tagos of industry, il i"l to inspire; them with 
a desire of the saiurieasy pruvi-sion. How 
extensively would Ytis bill operate in this 
way, providing every witcre so many em¬ 
ployments, at the disposal of those who 
were at the disposal ol' government. Tl^e 
noble lord never wjslied bis stream to flow 
through a dry and sterile soil ; he gene- 
ral'ly took care to direei it through lands 
flowing witli ministerial milk and houey. 
When the noble lord travelled through the 
country, he liked to have comfortable sta¬ 
tions on his right and on his'lel’t to bait at. 
He loft the house and the eouiiiry to con¬ 
sider wlielherthc nohle lord’s dre.s.sed sol¬ 
diers with their military eoat.saiqi breeches, 
facings and feathers, and bini.ls\/!ivyiusic, 
had at su ni e.xpencc and w'ilh so piuch 
vexation, with the distu*bayce of the occu- 
}>ations and llie injury r*f the morals ot 
the people, with the unlimited patronage 
annexed, was to be preferred to his system 
j </l tr.iiiiin^', which w ithout any derange- 
‘*ment of industrious occupations and moral 
htilnis rendered the men equally eflective. 
He wthild !• itlake up more of the time ol 
the liivise at present, hut reserve himsell 
for the future stages of the bilk 

l,oirl Casllcreajrh re[dh;d shortly to tli« 
several objections made against the bill. 
He had been taxed.,he said, with having 
borrowed a great part of the materials 
from the plan of the right hon. gent. (Mn 
Windham), and he was fftsc to own, that 
•some,instances that might be the case. 
Ho was by no means ashainea of borrowing 
any idea from the right hoil. gent., as 
was extremely desirous to give the couijtry 
every possible advantage which it cotfld 
derive l(iom the talents of thg right hoti. 
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f cnt. ia military irnpfovcrrtents, and as i armed peasantry must produce in the fitjd 
e was^tiie same time .equally desirous ! hy^tiriiig on the enemy from concealed 
country from every poMible ■ places, id a country, the situation of which, 
expetice, without recurring to the systfio j they were so much better acquainted with 
of substitution, lie was, thereliire, not\| than thuenemv couhl be ; and he believed, 
little surprised, tha^ the riff.ii lion, gent.t it gentlemen would curelblly examine 
should be so sore at Jiis having adoplid a'^Jtliis bill, and compare it with tlie (general 
favourite chiiil ol his own, lie coiicurrcil . Tiainiiig act of the bon. 'geur. they would 
with his lion, ti’iend iiehiiid liini (.Mr. I (iiul that tlie only inateiial dilll'rence be- 
Wilberforct), that it was necessarv the i tween them was as to the iiuTc number ot 


country should know' tiu; extent of the 
danger of the pre.scnt moiiient, and the 
extreme necessity iliiTe was ol •piariiiii!> 
effectually against il ; and for iliat piir- 
, 'pose, that our preicnl existing force should 
be of a perin.iiient natjire. It was evident, 
that the enemy was now possessed of such 
an extent id qoast as required inueh more 
extensive and effectual mea.sures to guard 
against his future attaJ.s. ,lle had form¬ 
erly brought down hi'Xroops to lloulogiie, 
and from thence aionl had threatened ns 
with an attack; Imt If! was now pos.ses.sed 
of the port of Fhishing, and that was a 
point from whicit he might severely annoy 
and against which it b«'hoved us to be 
particularly and adcr|natcly prepared. 
We had now not les.s than 'J()0,(X)0 effec¬ 
tive men, nmk and file, of regular force, 
taking together our Army fud Militia: 
we could not add more than ,>0 or iiO.OOO 
men in the usual cour.se, and how, tlieii, 

^ were we to obtain such a number as would 
answer the purpose of arling with the 
.regular ariiyy lie was convinced the 
mOTe pro|yjScd by the right bon. gent, of 
trainyjg men by the cxerci.se itf 21- dayv 
was pot likely to make them sVcli soldi! i s 
as would be /iblc to stand agaiiist tlie 
Frencli troops w-lienevcr they might arrive | 
in this country. He was. therefore, dcsir- j 
ous to make the most advantageous provi- ' 
sion that the nature of the case tvouhl ad-,: 
mit ot.^ II we could not have the bc.st, we I 
must take the next best; and if we coiilil i 
not huv& the required force out for the | 
whole timo that might be wished, we must I 
t^e them for such a length of time as (he 
circumstances of the country would alkav. 

• He could b}' no means sec how'this kiml 
of force proposed to,be raised by this bill 
was so inadequate as had been represented, 
sit very nearly approximated to the force 
proposed to be raised by the ^I'cneral 
Training act^of tl|e right hon. gent., ariH 
htfose could not but recollect there was 
when ftiat right hon.*|gSnt. placed 
^ijlfCrained force second only to dtlie regu- 
Ifr^icfray. He had repeatedly entertained 
the bouse with the great afreet whicit an 


i d.iys of tiaiuiiig. If Ihi- right lion. gent, 
would allow that the Voluuieers had any 
merit at all, and if the \'oluiiloei'S would 
c.iiHcnt to give their.-services for a1¥crtain 
time, and would agree to be trained not 
only in lime of vvarbuldf ^hey could 

nor tail to become a Cone of Lh*e ino.st iii- 
csmn.ible value :•'> th^‘ cmmtry, The-sc, and 
Mic Local Militia r,.=scd Irom-tlie coast 
coimtios, woulil create a forte of S.'JO.tKK) 
men for iMiglatul only, ■'wid taking in Ireland 
and Scotland, w’e .should have an eirective 
force of <t00,(K)0 men, in aihlilion to the 
21)0,00() regular and militia forces ; ani^l 
111 order to procure thi.s, he thought it 
iidviseahle to put the right hon. gent.’s 
plan ill force, ce>'tainlv not to the ex¬ 
travagant amount he »u I intended, but ni 
certain proportions in ^very regiment, _ 
such as should answer tl ; jipoo,. a 
smaller scale; and thiSfigh he did not 
mean say that this lyight not be ex¬ 
tended future time he thought every 
thing had i.g^n done pre.sent;ivi*J®h the 
nature of the S'Vvif .r i tlui^rcunislAiitt» 
of the country' r' ir d. ^he right hon. 
gent, had said'i ei' ilea^about the pa¬ 
tronage of the ’ j • for his owoi part, he 
did not see it ii ^ ir. light at all; lean as 
he was, he was s ire if he never fattened 
more than on the patronage of this Itill, he 
inii.st reiiiain the same slender figure he 
then was to the cud of hi.s (laj's. A great ’ 
erv had been set up again.st tliis bill, by 
comparing it to the measure ol conscrip¬ 
tion ; but there cerlainly was no ground 
for that comparison, and be bad no doubt ^ 
but ihq good .sense of the peoph; of this/” 
country would relieve them from all dfarm 
on that head, when they sesiously consi- 
dereS the bill. As to the ob.servAtions of 
the hon. baronet (sir F. Burdett), be did 
not consider them as dc'racting much from 
the value of the propoVid plan, and he 
hoped the good sen.se b.’ the coyn*'y 
would secure the people froirf'g^''nfr io to 
the fipiniuniof that hon. baronej^. as to the 
degradation of the military service. He 
should reserve the further,d‘rticusslon till' 
the fiill was committed, when he hoped 4® 
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iw 


be aV>le to prove that the '^jroposfcd forc'o ' 
Vould be ubtuiiied on better terms«thai) 
could have been expected midcr the plan 
of the right bon. gent, opposite.—bill 
was then read a secoml titm*. 


HOtSK OF COMMONS. 

Wi'Snesdniif, I. 

[ANNCiriiis It) StoTcn .li i)(;i.-■) Tl>e 
lord Atlvocaleof Scotland moved that the 


consisted mercl? in signing their iiaai 4 | 
to the warrantg sent from this country. 

'I'ljt! Sdlicitor-deneral of SctJiIiund 
ported the proposed provision generally 
Tlio paocitj of’llie causes that were tried 
by the baroiia of tile exchequer, wa.s at 
[trool «A' their beneficial nrr.«iigenicuts itt 
the collection of tin; revenue. Tljfi act of 
iniiun, and std)>c(pienl acts, guaranteed 
and sanctioned that court; tvhy, theil, 
should it be excluded from the benefit of 
(lie general arrangement, the principle 


house sliouM resolve ilselfintoa committee i 
to consider (iirtlier of the propriety oi'pro-I of wbicli was imiversally approved of. 
vidiiyj for Judges retiring from the Ueiieli 
ill Scotland, in cousequcnec of old age and 


Why .should this exclusion be made at a 
time wliei), I'rom the increase of the rev«“ 
niie, the business ol’ the court of exche¬ 
quer was every tlay extending, and when 
the epurt of exeheipier passed all the 
public accounts of iScotlam^, even tu those 
of the militia.^ • 

Mr. IVliithraid a'lowed there was iiopritl*' 
nple belter than i^.ai of rewarding meri¬ 
torious public SCI •aiil.s, and particularly 
ihosii coru'erned in thfc administration of 
•llieir respective emirts in the meirop ilis, , justice. But a balance slmidd always be 


inlirraity 

]\Ir. /ihcrnoinby was unwilling, even in 
that early stage of the busim-ss. to leJtlic 
present question p^|s without shiting lis 
ohjeetion to the piiiieiple. In the fir.'-r 
place, there was no aiialogv whatever he- 
iween tiu'.se .Iiulges and the .indges in Eng¬ 
land or Ireland, as tlie latter went circiiil, 
and had, after disi h.ngiiig the hn.siness m , 


to go thioiigh a weighty prov iiu lal diitv; i 
" lierea.s, the former had not eiiii)l')_\ iiciii 
' ■' ar, ami liad no ci’ ■ | 
til .s o|‘ ihe ha'oi'.s 
>'. oiiI\ very easy, ' 
an might pel form, j 
( ouid no^, iiiidt r ' 


but also verv liL 


held, ill order that the public should [>ay" 
neither too iiiucii iior loo little, lie thought 
■ l woiihEhc best in this case to await the 
riiturns, wliicji hv shewing the .service 
■lone l)y till: eoiirt of Excheijuer in .Scol- 
L.iJ'l, woulu'hc.st diiect theiioiisc, us to tllC' 


proper 


extent of reciimiieiise. If this 


enr to any ad- ' should not he done, he niftst oppose the 


'flic Lon/ j\hoco'f 

he admitted tli.\ tlie 

barons was not In 

Siofi.nul had a ri_. 

hheialitv of this coiiiit>.. 

* . . 

to a supreino court ot juoiealuie m St 


])rovisii)ij, so far as regarded the baroiia of 
tli'f Si otch !‘’.xchenuer. 

•Mr. Rns( thought it wouTiJs^have an ip- 
uirioiis eliect on the characters'. ‘..ihe pre*. 
.ent haro’^ of the i'ixchequer ot Scotland, 

iliought tli.it I 

j.i;i t that die spee^abio profe; 
oiild not ilee.v i ing into that court in fnlure, il’ an invi- 
diou.s exclusion should be made in tlie ar- ' 
land what they h.ul .ilready givtui to their ! rangemuil of the general provision. The. 


till' people, .so 
ti^ conipeii.satioii 
dior. 

\.yotland, though 
''t'lheeVi het|iicr 


.iiid ih.il it would prtivei^ persons of re-' 
.s|)ee‘abio professional cliaractcr from corn- 


own. lie thought too, that the less the 
barons Ii.id to do, the. less temptation tbey 
would have to reiiri' from .such light dut\\ 
and that coitsequeiillv the jinhlie inoiiev 
would be the le.ss encroached vqioii. 

Air. J/. Munin was anxious, lliat ilvosv 
who should iiave properly executed tlie 
laborious and important duty of ail^nini.s- 
tcring justiee, should he liberally reward¬ 
ed ; and if the likt> laborious duties attach-, 
ed to the baroiii- )f th^ exchequer in Seot- 
Jaiid as to thi^ of EnglantI, there could 
l)& ho rej|,:ii-<i why they .should not have 
the iSSrte advaiuagcs of relii'ementj Knt 
the point was, that the judicial duties of 
. the baroiis^of the excheqma’ in Scothnid 
#v^'e nothinj^'; and their ministerial tliities 


extensive nature,of their general fiinctionSy 
Olid their able external admiuisl'ralion of 
the ixAcnuc, conipe.nsated fur th\ paucity of 
ilu; cjpises tried by ihciii, of whitli paucity, , 
the ability of tlieir exieriial administration] 
of the revenue was, in fju-t, the ca'ise. 

Mr. jllucdoiittld eniitendod, that it wji*. J 
not unfair to ajtpoi^tioii public rciiiunera-]* 
lion to toe amount «V public service, aiidt? 
for tliat pm-jmsc, to oxainiuc the particular * 
nature, and extent of the service w'as not i 
Jinvidibu.s, It w'as proper to pause and in- ' 
quire, before tho.se wM ditfmuch servic* 
and thoseov^to did little, were lumped i|i 
one general provision. ^ 

Mr./i. Zbrndo* enlarged on the extoD*.'^ 
sive duties perlornied by thc^Baronsof ih¥^ 


•IS 
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JJscchequer, and the injustice, impolicy, 
and imp^riety, of singling them out for 
i Mi e4 u shffiTrom a general provision. • 

Sir F. liurdett thought it impossible for, 


Session, the £ord Justice Clerk, the Chie/ 
Bar«n of the Court of Exchequer, or one 
of the Judges or Lords of Session, or Judge 
or Lord Commissioner of Justiciary, or 


the house, after what hah parsed, not to\ Baron of ihe said Court of Exchequer, ati 
hesitate before it grafted pensions to per- lannuity or yearly sum of money not ex- 
sons in tljc situation of the Barods of Ex- Veeding 'three-fourth parts of the saiary 
cheque# in [Scotland, nho, it appeared, appertaining to each such office, on the 
were not men who had quitted great pro¬ 
fessional practice and emolument to be¬ 
come Judges, but were, generally speak¬ 
ing, men to whom it would, from their 
former irabits of life, be an object, on ac¬ 
count even of the emolument, to be ap¬ 
pointed to such an office. But still, he 
could not agree with the doctrine that it 
was expedient tliul Judges should be al¬ 
lowed to retir^ on their salaries, os rather 
with pensions, after a certain number of 
years service. Why was^»ol,a Judge suffi¬ 
ciently recompenced fftr the tlisihvwge of 
his judicial functions ;ft ibc time he per¬ 
formed them ? If lie wws not so, he wished 
to know why that*was not the case, and 
why adequate provisions against the ordi¬ 
nary chances of declining years or health 
\verc not made in their annual salary ? lie 
could easily see how, from the adoption of a 
contrary practice, abuses might creep«in. 

It^ at one time, a good grounil for granting 
a pension of this kind ciiaiiccil to occur, 
that would, on every future occasion, be 
^esteemed sufli^;ient, even where there was 
no propriety whatever in the grunt, lie 
often lieard arcntlemen on the ministerial 
side of thekuuse call upon those on the side 
on whudfne sat for parliamenlivy grounds, 
for any proposition snbmiuc» 1^ them. 

He did not sce;thi«t there was any^such 
ground for the proposed measure, and he 
should not do his duty if he did not op- 

I iQse it. lie prote.sted agttinst the idea of 
iberality, when .such liberality teas to bb 
Ahewn jjy grants out of other people’s 
pockets. • 

The Cjianccllor of the Exchequef sup¬ 
ported tlfc motion for going into it com¬ 
mittee,* and Dr. Laurence opposed it ; 
when the hou.se divided. 

Ayes 68; Noes ‘25. Majority 43. 

The house liaving accordingly gone into 
the committee, 

The Lord Advocate moved, " That his 
.majesty be enabled to grant, out of such 
of the duties^nd ^‘evenues in Scotland aft 
^ c^rgeable with the fees, salaries, and 
otnef^chargesAllowed for ketp^ng up the 
Co^ts of l:^s.siun. Justiciary, an^ Exche- 

a V«r, Unto any person who'shall have held 
\e office of liord President of the Court of 


resignation of such ofliccs respectively.* 

Mr. Bankex objected that the crown had 
•already a sufficiency of funds in its hand.s 
for carrying into execution the measure 
now prepo-ied. He tlioiight it woulil have 
the ellect of liberating too great a ftmd of 
patronage to the crown, independant of 
the pensions which already existed. Per¬ 
haps it was not generally kiiowif, that in 
ticiilland, durn/; his present majesty’s 
feign, the pcnsion-lisj hail been increased 
eight-fold. There was no limit to it as 
there was to the i>eiision-list in England. 
It was, indeed, unlimited, ami was only 
hoiufiled by the surplus revenue. He was, 
therefore,of opinion, (hat the house should 
slop till it saw' w'hether this addilionaf 
power was reqniied to he granted to ihe 
crown. As to the barons of exchequer, 
they seemed to him ».,, be rather a hoaid 
of revenue than of justici and for the re¬ 
muneration of revenue of, -er-, 'vr.e 
unqoc.-,tionably already s hiciont funds in 
the haq^ls of the crow'n.|if The honourable 
member .stated afterwar is the amount of 
pensions irV^cotland 7 be at presi-nt up¬ 
wards of ‘lO.QpO/.- vi.iM’cas. at the 
nieneemcnl orf li^*, -'ir.esty'.^ reign, they 
did not exct-c(l%v jc'i/j^Al’f/r a pretty long 
discussion, in \v' ne Chancellor of the 
E.vchcquer, Mi . 0 aidas, the Lord Advo¬ 
cate, and Solid:or (General for Scotland, 
.supported the nioiion ; and Dr. Laurence, 
Mr.^W. Smith, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Wind¬ 
ham, &c. opposed it; the committee di¬ 
vided: Ayes 80; Noes 31. Majority 49. 

9 __ 

HOl’SE or COMMONS. 

Thursday, May 5. 

[Assessed T.sxes Bill.] Mr. HdkkwKon 
moved, that the order of the day be read, 
for taxiing into fui-ther consideration the 
report of this bill. 

Mr. liiddulph oppose/l the motion, as iii.s 
objection to l^e bill was-qadical, and w^.s 
not confined to any of its ,i.rovisions. f\e 
understood that the sum to -t.-^prodf’ced 
by h, and yi accrue to the Com^'iiilated 
Fund, in conse.quenre, was about*lOO,OOOf. 
It was well known, both from^the Report . 
of a* former Committee of*Einance, ai'tk 

a 
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by the revolution*iti Lisbon, Ttrhen he 
ea to the recent promotion of individul^?^ 
who »had distinguished themselves 


from other documents, that *fr(fn the de¬ 
mised hereditary revenues of the crovAi, a 
sum equal to this might be, and ought to 

be drawn, to accrue to the Consolidated -, 

Fund. Tile hon. gent, enlarged upon this ywho were fitter for other institutions than 
subject, contending that he did not wish 4 for the councils of bis majesty, he did not 
to unsettle these hereditary revenues, bui/j think this a fit time for any reduction of 
.; iif 


Khpaping obloquy on the Catholics, and ‘ 

«\vhn wp.rtfk liHor tV\r AfKiki* 


merely that they should be adjusted 
which case, he repeated, a sum might 
be obtained, equivalent to the deficiency 
which the rejection of the bill before the 
house would occasion. 

.Mr. UoM ■ihewed, that if those Revenues 
had' Iwen :i[iplied as wished for by the 
lion. gent, a (fbficiency must then be oc- 
cadoned in the Civil List, which it would 
become ilecessary for parliament to make 
good. Ill the amount nl.so, the lion. gent, 
niu.si he very much i^istakcn. SoYar frorA 
umounlingto 100,000/. he should bo much 
.sur|trised to find the demised hereditary 
Jfeveiuies,*to which the hon. gent, alluded, 
aiiiomited to 50,000/. * 

Mr. Utixk'isson held in his hand tlie Ac¬ 
counts moved for by tlie hon. gent, by 
wliich ii appeared, that since 1797, they 
amounted only to 30,0I t/. 


Mr. Bid 
which had 

very imperi- 
dilliculty wli 
iiig satistacto 
—The hquse 
'tlrtjj’tne Spe'il 

Ayes 51 
The house y 
accordingly. 

[Maynooth C 
brought up the rcj 


1'ed, '♦hat the. Account 
I on the table of the 
of his motion, wa.s a 
d corn]ilained of the 
erienced in /jbtain- 
ntson this subject 
^d on t'le question 
? the chair: 
Majority 30. 
jto a committee 

Mr. Wharton 
Committee of 


Supply, relative to the grunt of 9,250/. for 
the Uoinau (’atholic College of Maynootli: 
and on the (jiiestion that the Resulution 
be agreed to. 

Sir J. Ncwfwrt contoiuled that the reduc¬ 
tion of the grant of last year was calcu¬ 
lated to irritate tlic great body of the Ca¬ 
tholics, and particularly to alienyte the 
jarie.sts, \vhose influence hail been so much 
talked of. The question now was, whe¬ 
ther the priests should be educated f#r un¬ 
educated, for priests w'ould be at all events 
found. Tile reasn;ic ^hy the Reman Ca¬ 
tholic nobility aj^a gentry did not educate 
thLr sons for tte priesthood was, because it 
aflm^H,tjb&icf neither pro.spects of honours 
or einoTument. When he looked ttf the 
situation of the empire and of Europe, 
-'whM he considered the exclusion of the 
If^iolics front education on the continent 


the grant, and therefore he movgJT’that 
the &port be re-committed. 

Sir A. Wedesley stated in reply, that 
when he had asserted in a former debate^, 
that the Catholics had originally proposed . 
to support this institution, he had done so 
on the authority of their original memo¬ 
rial to government, copy oV which had" 
been furnished him by Dr. Troy. Thip' 
inctnorial was dated the l l-th of Jan. 1794, -' 
and shewed that the objecttMi the contem¬ 
plation of the Catholics at that time was 
to be perniittvd to cjitablish the institution 
will) their own funds. 

Colonel Monlti^u Mathno expressed hi* 
a.stonisliuieiit, tli.Lt'thc hon. general w'ho 
came forward ns inim.sttr for Ireland, ' 
should be more ignorant of its .situation 
than an linmbie individual like hiinsdf.- 
fie could,tell tliat-hon. member, that the 
private .seminaries were only preparatory 
schools for the college of Maynoolh. He 
had been wijhin the last ton days at May* 
nooth, and he could assure .the^'house, that 
unless the wlmie of last ycar’.s grant should 
be voted, the buildings upon which former*' 
grants had been expended, would fall, ■ 
'I'liere was no load on the rflwtfs, and tha , 
rain penetrated through tlichl. He de* \ 
dared yinself to be a supfiorttr oftli^rCa* 
lholics,*ria having lived on terms of inti- " 
macy»with the pe 0 |)le oY the South of Ire* 
land lor .several years past, he coiild de- ' 
dare I'ur them also. The hon. colonel, 
then alluded to the ofler made by order 
IY Buonaparte, to induce Irish Students to ; 
go for educ ation to France fitein'vLisbon 
.:nd Ireland, upon a promise olu re.stora* 
tion ot all the Irish bourses, ar«t read at^ 
extracst. from the answer of the Irish Ca* 
tholic Bishops, .staling their gratitude to ’ 
the government for the liberal support qf .■ 
Maynooth, and denouncing suspensioa.',^ 
against any fimctiounries, and exclusionj; 
froni preferment in Ireland against any 
students, who should accept the oilers of 
the cni.my of their country. Would any 
dne say after tiiat, tliat tke Catholics were.' 
not to bo confided in ? If thpy were notYb 
be. trusted, vAy not dismiss'them from the. ' 
army ;tii4 navy .> Why allow them to 
at elections ? Why had lord Wc-stmoffei^. 
land come down to the Irish* parliament' 
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v'^nd sajd, that nothing Was to be graiited intei'posii^n*nf a high personage to in¬ 
to them, and why had he in six weeks afu-r rtn»*iice the conduct of his majesty’s luinfs- 
that they were the best subjects in ters upon this question, and declared on 
the realm, and that they should get tjie the (aith and honour of a man, his firm 
, elective franchise and otfier pi ivilegu.s ?—\ bi-licf that no sucli influence had been 
Why bad the duke uf«Portland, the present\ exercised in any quarter, 
prime minister, said, the sune?’But tlds \ l/inl 5/.v^us not .* 
waS^TWt the act of minister.s. He was |Vi 
sorry to be obliged to allude to the con¬ 
duct of any of the royal family. But, 
however, it was runtoured that even the 
ministers were disposed to agree to the 
grant, till they went to St. Jatnes^ Pala< e, 

: and,were cluisuled for several hours with 
a royal duke, after yhicli they resorted to 
1 4he present reduction. 'I’hat royal duke 
Vas the chancellor of the University of 
Dublin; he iWas chancellor of‘a Pro¬ 
testant School, and mifflit wish to put 
down the education oj‘ tfie ('atholicM, but 
no man who knew or valued Ireland as he 
, did him.se1f, could countcnnncc sncfi a pro¬ 
ject. Unless they acted liherallv hv the 
Catholics, they would run the hazard of 
losing Ireland. 

•"Mr. C. Wynne lamented the secret in¬ 
fluence by which the measures pf the go¬ 
vernment were defeated, and the interi'sts 
'of the country sacrificed. Even theta- 
' 1)1061 could not be agreed upon this reduc¬ 
tion. Neither the duke of Portland, lord 
Camden, a rijght hon. secretary, not thert 
tin his place, nor a noble lord high in his 
majesty’s councils, who was also absent, 
could have^ncurred in this proceeding. 

If any one^uty was more imperious than 
upon that house, it was that of 
providing for the education or tTO great 
00 ^ of his mi^est^’s subjects in Ireland. 

Tlie Chancellor ^ the Kxcheqtitr disciaifri¬ 
ed the odious principle of intolerance. 

memorial of the Catholic.s which led 
to the estafdishnieiil at AIayiiootft,claime11 
, no pcemuAry aid. ’fhe ‘Catholics (iro- 
mbsed to/efi-ay the whole exponce tlieiri- 
Ctilves, ai^l though the govenmicnt and par¬ 
liament gave them 8oi)(»/. in aid of abc ob¬ 
ject, that Was no reasitii that the count ry 
should be subject to coitslaally increasing 
■'demands, for a purpose of which I here 
^ was no precedent in any age or country, 
that of educating at the public cxpcnce 
the priesthood of a religion difii-ring wide-' 

^ from the e.stabii.slicd one. He thought 
it .was as mneh «as reasonably* could be 
.'M^ed, to educate 250 persons at the pub- 
Mc expence, who, with 1 1 1 Educated in a 


Petuj v^ u.s not .surprised that the 
ght hon. gent, was so jiulignunt ut the 
iinputalioii of secret influence, when it was 
.so well know'll that the present admluislra- 
tion was i'orined on principles particularly 
n piigiiant to that .sort of influence! The 
proceedings with rcspi-ci to a lau: measure 
(the Itcversioii hill) v'.erc fully iih.vitrative 
of this point. Tile ahserui; of the right 
lion, geiil.’s collcii'gue's on the jircsent oc¬ 
casion, was proh.dily owing to*a sort of 
coiVpromise wiiieli did not yiidd obedience 
to such •influence, iv j* yet decidedly resist 
its interpo.sltioii. The money which was 
the subject of the present debate, was in 
amount lilth* to give, hut was every thing 
to ri^fusc. Jl was not a fourth part of w hat 
within the last 2l l»ouis had been voted 
for a more ample jirovision for the ScotcR 
jucige.s, a provision very proper where ser¬ 
vice hail been done to give a claim to it, 
but in hi.s opinioilT i-'t .so proper where 
there had heeii no servit ■?. The })riiicjple 


m^ate manner, were an abundant supply 
the Catholic ministry. lie took this 
ppportunity*to deny all knowledge of any 


of the education of the Ca^b .lic ';ler,.,y 
bad received the count* .ance of the no¬ 
minal {lead of the pres'nt udnimi.stration, 
who, if he preserved a, dired of any prin¬ 
ciple, was hound to * qiport it now. It 
had also received tlu, lountejiancc'iir Jerd' 
Westmoreland and . ord Camden, both 
members of the |'.C; .‘lit upbinet, when in 
the .situation of jlo.di' lieutenant o4‘Ireland. 
It had been iat'ctioned by the revered 
lord Cornwallis, the respected lord Hard- 
w'icke, and the late chief governor of Ire¬ 
land. 

](lr. BV/5rr/f)rce considered the prc.sentas 
a subject of considerable delicacy, and the 
difiicultic.s arising out of the subject itself 
were not a little aggravated by the tiiaiiner 
in which it hail been discussed, and which 
tended^ to produce irritation rather than 
conciliation. He should have Apeeted 
.something better from the patriotism of 
the ifnble lord, and of tlio.se with whom he 
acted, and it was not without very great 
pain that he had he^rd the mode of ar¬ 
gument to wdiiclitricy frt^l this evening re- ' 
.sorted. Toieration, he sayl, as explained 
both by Mr. Locke and Rdisc^u, to 
‘IcaWj to otfvirs the right of profcssiHg and 
teaching their own religious pA'nciples in 
their own way, as far as w^ compittiblo 
witK the peace and secu^ty of sock^. 
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Tljis degree of toleration wa« lenied to 
Ireland some years ago, but it wai now ix- 
tended to that country ; and as lar as an 
establishment wa..i supported at the public 


dI 


entitled than that*right hon. gent, to 
precate the raising of cries on atty sub*' 
ject! iBut, were these cries about religion 
such could never come from him! He 


expellee, for the jmrposc of instiucting a I ^as above them ! * He would be the very 
particular class, diilerine: in seiitiiiu’ri'L from j person to tell us^ihat the Church of 
the cstabliNhod religiim of the country, 1 England {\as in danger! He was pndoubt* 

,f t''. 


we went bi'vond iJio bounds ol‘ toleration 
and instead of acting upon tlic principles 
of bigotry and iiitoleVuiice, we exercised 
a degree of liberality unknown in any 
other counliy. Wlicn he recollected the 
history of past times, it was impossible for 
him nol^eo be jealous of the llouian-catho- 
lic religion. \fe could not judge of the 
nature mid temlencv of this religion from 

its iidhimuh: on tei tain imlivifluais of hii'li . . ..,, 

rank, whose minds w<‘re lihcrali/.ed by m* j hiniseli'snlollicd and wrappedjup in a cloali 
tercour.sc with the ino'it rt lined classes of"! of religion ami good w’ill towards all man* 
society. The. only w-ay ••> judge of it was, 1 kind, except t«vwar\lsjgentlemenonthh side 


rity above ail tricks and artifices 
Lind, and the house ought to follow his ad*- 
vice, in adopting a .similarly dignified and 
hecoinmg line of conduct. When out of 
power, he li.id settlif#! a brilliant eieamplo 
of rpsigirition, and of a desire to promut# 
unauimily and good order. The houi«« 
iiad adiliiiomd encouragement to unanimity 
and cliri.stian love coming from another 
hull. ocMt. (Mr. Wilberl'orce), who wait 


to .see its olleets uiioii the gieat bulk of tin 
peujjle. I\t) man was a greater eiieniv to 
perbeeulloii, or a greater friend to toli*rii- 
tipn, than he, was; but he hopetl to be for¬ 
given for entertaining some solicitude that 
the protestaiil religion should at least have 
fair play. 


Lord Mi 
practical r 
ted 

ble dis.seiit< 
maje.sty's 
friend to tl 
colleague ; 
friiViii to p. 


of the bouse towliich he (Mr. P.) unfortu* 
natcly belonged. According to that hon. 
geiit.’s estimation, ministers were all win* 
j dom and all excellence but the opposU 
tioii W. 1 S di.stinguislicd by nothing but faC* 
tioii and dlscoiilent. That hon. gent, would 
li.ive the bouse go -aud instil into the minds 


.‘a his hon. colleague’s j of the people of Ireland the liberality,. 

botfnty, and tolerance of ministers, M'hcther , 
they believed^ in them or not. The tole- 

« ce of the cicmcellur of the exchequer 
med to go the length of 90001. ; but 
whenever 13,000/. w as talked the esta* , 
blishnieiit would step in. 

Mr. Sieplutis adverted to one or two of 
the general objections which Protestants 
have to the Catholic faith; but otdjbso 
fir as wa.s ^lecessaiy to repel some harsh 
atliick-> of tile opposition spe-skers, and sup¬ 
port his declared opinion that wo could 
nut, us mcnibcrs of a Prote.stant comma- 
iiiuii, consistently or conscientiously edu¬ 
cate cJergVmen ibr the Catholic Church, a 
ground on vvbicli he would ha\e opposed 
ihi1t particular mode of assisting the Ca¬ 
tholics *of irelaiid, if the question^f found¬ 
ing the>Maynouth College were then before 
tile house, and on the .same p^ciple felt 
iiiniself bound to opiiosethe further, and 
us he conceived, heedless eifteusion of * 
that establishment. .He w'as sure that the 
feelings of sincere and pious Papists would 
|•revolt at the idea of educating, at their 
I own charge, clergymen for the Churtdi^of 
^Eliglatid, to propagate what tjbey deemed 
heretical doctrines; and sincere Protesjl- 
ants, who ‘r«^ai-ded the Sistinguishing^ 
tenets and rites of the church of ^meAn.. 
corruptions of Christianity, were bouniV 
on the same principle, not to dir«eHjr 


toleration, when lie 
itioii to a bill to eiia- 
d commissions in bis 
He was as warm a 
at religion as his bun. 
as because be was a 
that be wislied to 
enlighten the ^atii^ .ic.s ; for this was the 
most likely me.'Pn.s of ^faming them over to 
the proU'.stant faith. < 

Mr. Laing contended,' that the present 
was not a question of toleration or of jpi- 
golry, but of pure legislation. It was only 
by conlerring benefits upon the Hom^n- 
catholics that their aflections could be gain¬ 
ed, and that they could be rendered good 
and loyal subjects. In this view he consi¬ 
dered it as highly impolitic to sacrifice so 
important an object for a consideration 
so extremely inconsiderable as 3,00()l. 

Mf. litrbcrl (of Kerry) was of opinion 
that, in tlie present circumstances, curtail¬ 
ing the former grant to the Irish catholic 
seminary was one of the most impolitic 
measures tliat cou|cM3eqlevised. 

J^rd P’orc/uiste*^ supported the grant of 
thtS^'ger sum ^ 

m^Pov-irthXnf did not wish to take up 
the tin^ the iiouse ; but, at the sime 'j 
Ume,^ was impossible not to notice what 
ha^allen fr«n),the chancellor of theex- 
co^uer. Mo person was indeed be’tter 
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rAutrumcntal in tcachiifr what, in a reli- clergy \tJ Inland, and thereby to tlrive 
gious view, tliey deemed to be daiigcrouii them to jthc continent, in other words,*to 
^rrors, by educating men for the Catholic receive t'oe precepts and charity of huo- 
priesthood.—At the same time that the napartc, was to throw ^them at his feet, 
non. member avowed liBs sense of the an* and of course to teach them to detest 
portaucc of those distinctions which sepa* England. 

rate the ^two churches, and cxpVessed his Dr. Duiirenan read the oath of the ca- 
surfHiUie that any gentleman in that house ttholic priests, in order to shew that they 
should treat them as matters of iudillcr- paid an obedience lo the po|H', whicli was 
ence, he strongly reprobated every degree inconsistent with the king’s supremacy, 
of intolerance in religion, and disciaiiiied ’J'he provisions fur the education oflhce.s- 
not only the vile pri4eiple ol persecution, tablished clergy, fell short of those pro- 
but the illibcrality of disliking, or forming posed to be granted for the priests at May- 
hareh judgments of men, on account of noolh. There were in the Uiii\va»,iiy of 
their errors in faith. For his part, he re* Dublin, :i0 poor .scholars, -who got but a 
spected and regarded a man of whatever dinner once a day; and 72 scholars of 
denomination ot Christians, when he found the houv that got a dinner oitce a day, 
him sincere mid in earnest in the a'eligion add no lodging-'. He described the ca- 
which he proicssed.—-Towards the (’alho- *thoIics as bad subjc«f«s and hu.slile to the 
lies of Ireland in partitul:^ he declared state. ' 

that he felt nothing 6ut good will, and a Mr. Burhum to order, objected to the 
disposition to conciliate their ullections to use of such language in sfieakiug of 
-their protestant fellow subjects by all prac- l.,000,000 of his man sty's subjects, 
ticable means. As to tlic general educa- 'J'lie Speaker declared, that the freedom 
tion of their laity, if not already in a suf- of debate did not pi (dude such language, 
iirienl degree provided for by the state, he Dr. Duif'enaa repeated his fornicr sen- 
thought it an object that we were parlicu- linients. He declared, tirat if any one 
larly bound to promote. He intimated would move to wTlfcd-aw the public aid 
even, that the giving a maintenance to altogether from ]Mayno.'th, he would se- 
their clergy would not in his judgment he cond the motion. ” • - * 

, liable to the same objoctioiis, or by aft Mr. W. Smith copld ic ' hel]> congratu- 
means in an equal degree, that he felt latiiig the councils of hi: majesty, and the 
^ Protestant to* the propo.sition now before British empire, on the wisdom and libo- 
the bouse.—lie added, that in his sincere rality tjiey were likely to ac-quire in the 
opinion, pious Catholics must rather feel person of the learned gent, who had-yust 
nnfavourable sentiments tow-ards us, than sat down, and who,- j report spoke ror- 
or attachment, on the score of rectly, was about •to; assume the title of 
this very objectionable mode oV assistance; 'right honourablp.’ If ever there w'as a 
and that it wag calculated rather to,jnjure, mark of wisdom'm the councils of any 
than serve the Protestant cause ill Ireland ; country, it was to be-found in this latter 
for it would be an argument, not easily to circumstance, joined to the rcfasal of the 
be Answered, against our sincerity in our higher grant now moved for. Ministers 
religious tenets, and against all^liosc civil were now about to recommend to his ma- 
distinction, which had occasioned di.scon- jesty to take into his councils a gentleman, 
tent, anc^f which the Catholics of IVe- wlio told that hou.se that four millions of hi.s 
land, til# lately, had too much rAison to majesty’s subjects were hostile to his go- 
complam, that Protestants thought the vernment, and w'ould, in case of emer- 
difterenceAetween the two Churches so gency^ be its bitterest enemies. He called 
immaterial as M train up clergymen, at on the bon. gent. (Mr, Wilberforee), to 
• their owrn expence, to teach the Roman say where was now the liberality of which 
faith. j the fovernment had to boast ; and he ap* 

Mr. Grattan was sorry to see gentlemen pealed to him, whether the language of 
enter so largely into an attack on the rcli-i the gentleman alkvdfid to, was not most 
gion of one-fifth of the subjects of these vilifyiiyj aiyl disgraccrai ? 
kingdoms. ^He believed they spoke in Mr. .^r/emn expressed n(s abhorren^ of 

t^e sincerity of tlicir hearts, and from the the language used by Dr.'^uigenawt^e- 
purest molivA; but these stotild produce ■ dating th»t never words were uftcred .so 
CQpsequenccs deadly to the interests of dangerous, abominable, and (hiseV or so 
thhi country, and advantageous to France, likely to separate the kingdom aiid dev 
^I'pdiscourage the education of the catholic lugk it in blood. Of the religion omic 



, i)on. gent. (Mr. WilberforceJ Ifc had at 
times been inclined to think wal, bu> if 
bigotry and protcstantisin had no much 
blinded him that he could nut see that the 
catholics worshipped the same (Tod with 
fa^niselt^ his was nut a religion in which 
he (Mr. B.) would either wish to live, or 
be content to die.. 

Mr. Turney wished simply to ask the 
right hon. gent, opposite, whether the 
learned gentleman who had been alluded 
to was of the Privy Council of Ireland, or 
was about to be ? 

The ■'^'mncctlor of the Fjcchctpur did not 
believe the, orucr to that elicct had 


‘Olio 
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nifest deception; Ivhether meant by th<^ 
Company or not, it was not his intention, 
to say. The house and tlie public, how¬ 
ever, were entitled to be set right on this 
head. The petitidn stated, that there was 
a deficiency for the year of '2.400,000/,; 

I although,1n fact, ns appeared from a paper 
/laid on the table of the house,*th^defi¬ 
ciency was 3,000,J1)00/. As an induce¬ 
ment to tlie country to grant this loan of 
1,2(K>,000/., the petition stated that the 
Company would have a surplus, after 
paying ail their debts, to the amount of 
S,000,000/. Htipposing this to be correct, 
it was only the home account which 
was allndoii to, whereas the foreign also 
should have been taken into cniisidei’ation; 
when, i« fact, instead of, a surplus, therer 
w ould have been a deficit of ] 2,OtK>,000/. 
When he said this,’ he said it a.s a iiicraber 
of the committee, aiuf he spoke from a do¬ 
cument laid before (he c'ommitlec. It was 
for the Compiiiiv to explain why, in these 
circnm.stances, and wiih shell a deficiency, 
lliey laid before liiat liouse a statement 
w liii'h w«:nl to show a sm plus of S millions. 
Tlie petition stated.^ that the Indian debt 
innst fall upon the Indian territory. How 
fai-this was a doctrine which would be re- 
ILshed by the creditors of the Company 
abroad, to the*amount of 32 millions, it was 
tibt for him to say. He should move in twflt' 
ways: 1st, for the documcAt which the 
Company had laid belbre the committee: 
and, 2dly, for the satisfaction of the Indian 
creditor and of the public, he should move 
fur an account of the amount of aiyjigiUis 
made by thi company in Iiidt&, and of the 
terms ^md conditions onwjyiich the same 
were made.—The petition also alledged the 
state of liuropc, as one of the leading 
causes of the embarrassment in their ailhirs. 
'lb prove Ae liillacy of this, he should also 
‘move for a document to shew ti^ ric^tiire of 
tliO Indian trade on the coritiYnt, from 
which *il would be seen, that ti(b Indian 
trade '>as becoming worse and worse year 
after year, long before any chiuigeu'ii our 
relations on the continenflind taken place. 
The hon. gent, knew there was no proba-’ 
bility of the Committee making any report 
on this business, at the present auvanced 
period of the session; and the Company, 
by their own statement, had forced^him 
tb bring forward the pr^ent,inotions. If 
he should be told, that he wsA a memljlpr 
of the conim'ltee, and that l/b .shonli^ to 
them and,make them parties to the irmtlon, 
itis reason for not doing so was ; he 
made his charge agaiiut the directiirs. 
K (1) 


over. 

Mr. Tierney was sure the riglithon. gent, 
would not quibble with him on tliis poiiTt. 
It was nothing to say tlic order was not' 
gone ; did the right lion, gent believe it 
would go ? 

.Sir /I. Wellesley had no hesitation to say, 
that the lord lieutenant hud recoinnien/led 
that tlie learned gent, should be made a 
ifiember of the privy council; and the rea¬ 
son of that recuimncndatioii was, that the 
learned gcnt.’s presence was absolutely 
necessary for the V.:.spatch of the ecclesi¬ 
astical alliiirs, wh’.di were so coiisidoraiile 
a part of ik. 4'ns‘'/iessof the Privy Council. 

'I'hc house the* divided on the question, 
that the Resolutio'i be read a second time. 
Ayes lOb ; Noes 82.—On tlie question 
that the Resolution be finally agreed to 
being put, Mr. Tierney moved, tlvat it 
he, postponed tuafiuure day, in order that 
all the cabinet ministers migiit he prc.sciit; 
the numbers upon this were, Ayes 82 ; 
Noes 112.—The other orders were post¬ 
poned, and tlie house adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMON'S. 

Friday, May t>. 

[Affairs of the East Inoia Comp’v- 
NY.] Mr. Crervey rose, agreeably to no¬ 
tice, to move for certain papers to eluci¬ 
date the real state of the Ailair.s ,of the 
East 'India Company. He said, he should 
shortly state, his reasons for making the 
motions with w'hich it was his intention to 
conclude. Last year a petition had been 

[ iresented for leave*4^ oorrow two mil- 
io^ns on bonds, and about .a fortnight 
BgPji petition was presented asking a 
loadHif tbe>public money to the extent of 
1,200,0001. It was with the stateihent 
cont-med m that petition, of the ability 
iaft^ Company to pay this loan, that he 
rose to fin^ fault. It contained a’ma- 
VOL. XI. 
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be to go to the committee and to ap- 
j^eal to them ; or to the two directors who 
were members of the committee; and 
whose votes he mustex|:^ett on sutli a syb- 
ject to 1)0 against him ? lie said, that the 
formation of that committee was^radically 
bad. The (]UL-3tion was, were the (.'oinpa- 
ny*?Wnlvriipts ? And these two direttors 
were the persons vvlio were to say so or not, 
and to advise the country wdietlier or nor 
it should make a loan to thoir own t'oinpa- 
pany! Without imputing any thing loihcse 
non. gentlemen, lie must ho aliowi'il to say, 
that they wimo not ilic |)t*rsons wlio should 
have been appoint^’d niemhers of such a 
committee, lie saiil, moreover, that tin- 
Iron. gent, opposite (Mr. Dundas), should 
not have beun a ineinher of the toiiiinil- 
tee. Uis father had beep the author of the 
system, lie had coiyinitted himself year 
after year, as to prognostiesaiid prophecies 
of its stability mid greatness; and his son 
should not have yeen put on a comniittee 
which was to decide oii the life or ilealli of 
aCompany. tutlic death ofwhieli he could 
lifit naturally be expecti'd to be a willing 
witness, lie said tho'siiuic of tiic person 
(lord OastU'reagli) wlio succeeded the 
noble lortl alladid to; and tlu're w’ere 
others on the (,’oininittec, \\hom, without 
being midersioorl assaying any tiling in- 
*Vi(lious agaiiyst tliem, he eouid not lorbear 
, alsu from leferrmg to, as receiving pul¬ 
sions out of the, East India Company’s 
funds. CouM any prim.dple, ho asked, 
be more absurd, than that they should 
b(w«R*.“-ons fixed on as a crnninilfeo on 
such a subject ? He said it was a great 
defect, that the hi/liouiabic genth nirvi (Mr. 
Dundas) should have* TOOO^, eiiotlier jier- 
9on near him in)t quite so much, and 
that a third, who had ln'eii a judge in 
India, should have a pension* from the, 
India)i»re^.nii«', and ye-t be iiieinbers of a 
commiUof to whom such matters v^’ere re¬ 
ferred. /vVithout imputing any personal 
motives to any of these geiulenfen, he 
must thinlf thpm unfit to judge on such a 
business; and so lie thoiigiit it better to 
‘apply to parliament. He concluded by 


moving. That there he laid before the 
house an Account of the East India stock 
by computation, on the 1st of March, 1808. 

Mr. R. Dundas declared, tliat .in sug- 
g^esting the persons who I'ornied the com- 
nvttce on Indian afiairs, he hud notliirig in 
vi^QW ?«t to propose those wflo) from their 
kiiiWrt^ge of the subject, were most likely 
to giv^^isfactory information to the coiii- 
t^ittee. Hb was sorry tlie hoii. gent, had 


,— Aff^rs qfKie Eatt India Coirpany. 

not objeefed to them at the time they w'qfc 
ap^oiiitcf. He confessed he did not sec 
w hat progress could have been made in 
the iiKpiiry without the assistance of the 
veiy persons alluded to. He was eertuin 
the lioi|. gent, would admit that no infoNI 
kination in the power of the directors'to 
1*procure had hceii withltcld. The paper, 
iiowever, whicli the hon. member fii-jt 
moved for, was one which must, in the 
course of a few days, come before the 
houM', uiidvr the act of parbamonl. '1 he 
coinniitlee was in the course of preparing 
a repoii, wliich would be submitffl!'lo the 
house along with every irociuneiit iiecc'- 
saiy. There was no ground for siippo nig 
ll^jit the ii port would not be made, or that 
the house woulil be called on to grant any 
’loan without haviiig^l'c reipiisiit evidence 
brfoic tlie^K^n the first place, 'flie mo¬ 
tion was therefore premature, if lU'i .illo- 
geihcr unnecessary. He tiioiight it w.is 
not jurfeelly candid of the lion, geiii. to 
insinuate that any of the ineiiiher.s ol the 
committee would be induced fruiii inlei- 
t sied motives to make <i re|)oit they would 
not otheiavise have* made. To shew llial 
they were above all sn^qiiciuii, he read the 
names of the. lommilld,', and conclnde*l 
by inoxing the previous ■.ue.tio'ii. 

Dr. L/tui'fiice viiidiealt^ the po.sition ot 
bis hoii. frieinl relative to the ee.nslitntiun 
of the conmiittee, and contended, that 
without meaning any personality or dis¬ 
respect to any individual of which it was 
citiiiposed, it was perfectly competeiif to 
him to .state any iegtl ili.>i]uaiificatiou for 
their serving on such a conniiiltcc. 

."^ir ■/. Aiistriithcr vindicated, at some 
length, the c unluet of tlie eoininittee ; he 
said as to iiimself, the situation which he 
I hcl/1 diri hy no means incapacitate him 
I from judging and deciding fairly any qiics- 
; lion concerning the solvency or insolveiny' 

I ol the Mast India (.'onijiaiiy : his situ.itioii 
did not depend iqion them, and his in¬ 
come was .solely derived from the India 
••eveniie. 

Lord Folkestone WAS glad that his‘ lion, 
friend had brouglit this que.stiun before 
the H )use, and should give his support to 
the motion. 

Mr./r. Smith tJiov'gfft that his lion, friend 
had lit'un hatshly treated. Without mean¬ 
ing any personality", and disclaiming 
intention of disrespect to an^raemb'er of 
the iioinmitfte, his hon, friend baH 0111 ( 10(1 
to the general unfitness, which arosb^ona 
his immediate interest. Buff <!brtaiul]^s,^|e'' 
imputation ought not to have been metby 
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reading Ihe list of the coihmftti but by 
i-tTuiucrating the offices held by Uie in^m- 
b(‘rs (oinpu'siiig it. 

Mr. Wallace consiilcred that the papers 
wanted would necessarily coiue under con- 
.«idera!ion when the cuiinuittee should have 
made its leport, and therefore, that the 
motion was premature. .i 

Mr. (Jru’U defended the chararlvr of (he 
coniiuiltee for iinpaitiali(y,and had no ob- 
' Jeelion (o (he piodnction of the accounts, 
because he. was convinced that they would 
convey a very favourable impres'.icui of 
the si, * of the company’s affairs. lie 
deprecated, however, all discussion upon 
the Miliject bcfoie llic committee made 
thiir r< poit, not only as premature, but 
nocamlid. As far as regardwl his own 
condurf, he expressed a liope, that as ; 
member of that conn'nittec, ||^|»^eil as in 
esery othe.r ^it^^alillll, his cOTmict would 
Vie guided iiy a principle of integrity and 
uprightness. ‘ 

Mr Pulirson had .seen no reason to (. 0111 - 
^ 1 . 1:11 of a di^j'osiiion on the pan of those 
eoMiiected willi the t^nIlpatly, to nithhold 
any miormation dial was necessary to 
guide, the iinjuirie,:. and decision of the 
conmiittec. 

Mr. fo’.'ctohl that the India 

(’ompanv wiiuhi igaiii tipply next v ir to 
pai liawieiit for a loan, that the ye.ir ifti r a 
simil.ir ajipiicatioii would be made, and 
til,It there was no pioh.ihility of any loan 
that was granted ever being re])aid. l'}>on 
this ground, he eonleiuled ili.it it was 
highly expedient that the public should 
be made thoroughly acquainted with the 
real state of their afliiirs. He shoiilrl not, 
however, pies.s the question to a diiision, 
if the .sense of the lioiise appeared to be 
against him.—After some farther eonvet- 
sation, the motions were withdrawn, a.s 
tvas likewise the previous question, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Jiloiiday, May 9. 

[Crown Lands.] Mr. Rose, in rising 
to move for ciTtain pajiers relative to the 
hereditary revenue of the crown, .^jiated 
his object to be the correction of a niimher 
of errors hiio whiok‘'-<^n hon. gent, who 
proposed to make this rcveiiuo the subject 
of financial arrangement for the year 
(Mf.s.,Biddulph) hud fallen. That hon. 
gout. Iwd'^stated, that the u-own hVnds' 
were l/t for only 50,000/. a yQar, w'hereas 
ifi^i^ould a{)|^car to produce much more. 
iTJb hon. cent, had stated aUo. that'tlie 


abules mentioned *n the reports of the .oi5^ 
finance cummittee on the lierwlitary reve^ 
nue, were never corrected. The fact wai^ 
that an act of parliament had boon passed 
to rectify these afiuse.s, in tlie very next 
session after the reijorl, which act had 
been slnflly carried into e\ecuti|)n. But 
a numlier of pensions and other clmi^cs 
fell upon this revenue, which otherwise 
shonifl be defrayed out of the Civil 
Li.sl, leaving only a balance of 1,900/. 
winch wa.s regul irly |>aid into the exche¬ 
quer. 'J'he right, honourable gent, con- 
eluded Willi moving for an Account of the 
hind reuume of the cr<^wn m Lngland and 
Wales, with (he pensions ami other pay¬ 
ments de('r:iv<d out of it, tlie .sums appro¬ 
priated lo tile, iiiipiovnucni woods and 
foie.sl.s, and the sums paid into the exche¬ 
quer.—Onleri'^l. ^ 

(I'ixecDiTioN TO TUB Daiid.\nki.les.] 
Colonel If ooi/moved, that tliero be laid 
before the house a copy of tlie Journal or 
l/)g-l)ook of the lio\ ai <»eorge, kept by 
captain Dunn, from (he 19th to the 2Jrd 
of I'el). l,s()7, both d.iy.s inclusive. • 
Mr. H-^Ward watvnot aware of any offi¬ 
cial objection to I he motion, but he ihoiignt 
it Would he but inir to tlie uallanl admiral 
with whd.sc conduct the paper was con¬ 
nected, lo allow him every opportunity of 
elui idaiing (iic circumstances as far as he 
was (onceiiicd. , 

Admiiid JIaney thought that some sa- 
ii.slactoiv rea.son ought lo hyvn been as- 
sigiieii for the production of this paper, 
lie complimemed atimiral 
high terms,(and. cxpressCtT a wish that it 
ha.il fajleii to his lot to pass the Dardanelles 
in the siiMie,.i ircum.stances with admiral 
Duckworth, a.s he I’crlainly should have 
considered it as a feather in his cap as 
liAig'us belli veil. If the hon. gent, wi.shed 
for ii'.form.ition, he was sui'iirii^d tjiat he 
hall not moled fora io)>y of lhe*LlmiraI’s, 
and noCof the captaiii’.s, Log-boSi. 

Colmel Wood said, that it was notorious 
that the expedition to the .^rdAnellvs had 
failed of its object, and as’Md been given 
out, from the state of the wiiuL and enr- * 
rents. It was of im(^rtuiU’e, (hen, that 
tliat house siiould know what really was 
the state of the winds and eurreiits at the 
time ; vyhich could only be done in a sa¬ 
tisfactory WTiy, by the |iroduction «f one 
of the captain’s log-hooks who was eqj- 
iloyed on'tide CNpeditioii.* It 
treniely il^sirahle that the house ^in(wd 
know wlietlier the expedition failsy'from 
misconduct or Iroin unavoidable-Causes ; 
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'*Btul if it did fail from misconduct, whe¬ 
ther the adiulralty, lord Collingwood, or 
admiral Duckworth, was to blame. ' 

Mr. ir. 2'«y/or said a Jew words iiifivpur 
of the motion. 

Tlie C/imicellor of* the E^cheqiter waus of 
opinion,, that sutiicicnt rea'ons had 
bePtP given for the proiluction <if the 
paper; at any rate, he did not see n hy the 
log-book of the Royal (ieorge should he 
particularly singled out ; and if infor¬ 
mation was waiurd, why all the log-books 
of the squadron were not calieil for. 

Oolonel IVooit liad no objection what¬ 
ever to the production of the log-books of 
all the ships. 

Mr. R/itV6rc'fld professed to entertain the 
highest rc.s|H»;t for the t haracter &f admi¬ 
ral Duckworth, but hq did not consider 
the splendid achievev'ients «)f that gallant 
olliccr as a bar to any investigation into 
the causes of the failure of the expedition 
to the Dardaiic^es. He «hnuld therefore 
vote for the prodnetion of tin- pa|)er. 

Sir C. Pole contended, tliat il' it was 
m'eant to impute any lilame to admiral 
Duckworth, either tlirectlv' or indirectiv, 
it would be but fair tli.at he should have 
timely notice of suelj an intention. *Ile 
likewise took this n])portnnpy of observ¬ 
ing, that, in bis opinion, tiie (jue.sfion 
which stood jor discus-ion on this evening, 
ought not to have been brought on in the 
absence of sir R. Sirachan, or of some 
person quald'ied ami authorized to defend 
bis conduct, as far as it might be impli- 
the pneslion. 

Mr. IVcllesliy Pole was .also'of opinion, 
that if there was'an iniention of iiaputing 
, blame to admiral Duckworfli ampJe no¬ 
tice should be given, for tlio ]>nrpo.se of 
allowing the gallant admiral suflieieiittimo 
to take measures tor flic vimlicfnion of fiij 
honour aj^l eliaracter. As to what had 
fallen frrin the honourable adni^'ai who 
spoke l/kt, re.specting sir Rd. Strachan, he 
must observe that il was not the iftteiition 
of the hod. g&i^t. who had givc-n notice of 
a motion onnns evening, to impute the 
least degree of blame to that gallant offi¬ 
cer. He meant, a» he understood his in¬ 
tention, to bring forward a charge in a 
manly wa\' agtiin.st the admiralty board ;* 
and certaijily, in defending the ctyiducl of 
(bat ^x)ard,» he* should not 'throw tlie 
-itinalfest censuro upon the conduct of that 
V'leiit amf meritorious oAcer. 

' - Wood withdrew his motion for 

the jiyilleent evening, with the intention of 
briiighig ii*foi'warU oii tliis day se’iuiight. 
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^RoriaoaT SauADRON.] Mr. Calcri/t, 
in risingf.o bring'forward the motion of 
which he had given notice, began with 
profe.ssing, that nothing was more distant 
i'rnm his intention tlian to throw out the. 
slightcijt reflection upon the conduct of 
sir Rd. Strachan, for who.se character, both 
as a naval officer and a* man, he enter¬ 
tained the highest veneration; and nothing 
which had fallen from the hon. baronet 
(sir C. Pole) went to impute to him any 
such intention. All that that hon. baronet 
bad said, was, that the testimony of sir 
Rd. Strachan would be ve.ry nim’rial in 
guiding the. decision of the Iiou.m- upon the 
(|ue.stiuii, which he was now bringing be- 
fojte it, aii*l in this he perfcclly agreed 
with him. Foi example, there was one 
ithad beeu moved fdr, for the 
flpiwving the rea.^uns which made 
■ly for sir Rd. Strachan to cjiiit 
hefoie the port of Roclifort, 
sailing of the French .sipiadron 
from that port in J.ui. last. He uiiiler,- 
stood that no such commiiniration had 
been received at the admiralty, and there¬ 
fore there remained a cliasm in ihee\i- 
dence, which it would liavc been mo.st 
desirable to siipjily by the evidence 
of the gallant admiraf hifiiself, could 
he have been called to give such evidence 
at the bar of the house. He had also good 
reason to believe, that sir Rd. Strachan 
had found it necessary to take water ami 
prov isionsfrom tin* Feriol squadron ; but 
there was no evidence to this elteci in the 
papers which were on the table of the 
house ; and as the admiral was not present 
to lie examined as to the truth of the fact, 
he should leave this circumstance out of 
the eliargc that he meant to bring forward. 
Tfv! eliarge, limited as it w’as, he did not 
bring foiward upon trivial or light grounds. 
It was important that its merits should be 
fairly and fully investigated, both for the 
interests of the public service and for the 
honour of the admiralty. When the gen- 
tlenieu belonging to this department of 
government talked of a squadron 'being 
victualled for tw'o or three months, if 
thej^tneaiit any thing at all, they must 
mean that the squadron was in a state 
capable of serviqi|^U the purposes to 
which it itiight be called. When a 
squadron was employed in a blocktjlting 
service, it was necessary, not only tllat it 
.should be Hi a condition to its sta¬ 
tion, but as its utmost vigilance di^ot.at 
all times suffice to preve^jt Hhe 
fleet from putting to sea, it ought al^to 
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bfe in a condition to follow tie enemy 
wherever he went. The circuastauce of 
lord G'ardner, whose zeal and attention to 
the service merited every praise, having, 
so early as the 30th of ttet. detached the 
Concjttcror from the Brest fleet, to relieve 
one of sir K. iStrachan’s squadron, was a, 
coiifinnation of the principle he had now 
laid down. Had the Cuiupieror gaincti 
the Hochfort squadron, it would have re> 
lieved the Impetueux, which h.ad been 1 
months at sea; but the Conqueror never 
reached the blockading s(|uadron, an<l lord 
<iardnei*s in*“iUioii was so far frustrated. 
Ts'otwithstaiidmg this information, how¬ 
ever, wliith the admiralty had received 
from lord tiardner, of the nu cssity, o^, at 
least of the propru ty, of sending .some re¬ 
lief to tlii.s squadron, o) early as the .30th 
of Oct. [though It appeared^lihut on tlic 
1 1th of Nov. the squadron had 3 moiilhs 
provisions'on board, .nul on the 11th of 
Dec. that it hail two months proviso ms on 
lioard, a circuniManec wh.ch did not at all 
weigh with lord (taidner ag.iinst reliev¬ 
ing it,) no respect \\hate\er was paid to 
his intiinatioii, and uothing wa.> dtme hy 
the admiralty till the jd dI Dec. when the 
Meiliator was tirdeied out with jirovisions, 
which, however, did not re.’.tli .sir U. Stra- 
chan’s sipiadrou till the l^th of Jan. On 
the 50th of Dec. tlie .'superb mid the Spen¬ 
cer were ordered to join sir U. Sirachaii ; 
but the order, as Far as reganled the latter, 
which had the iiie.i'.h s on bflard, was 
countermanded, and the former did not 
I'each the blockading squadron till the 12th 
of'Jan. In tlic mean time, however, .sir 
Richard was become so e\'i e.mt;ly impa¬ 
tient, that he deviated from the tisiial rule 
of the .service; and instead of addrc'ssliig 
his letters, as lie hail been in the haliit of 
doing, to lord Oardiier, wrote directly to 
the admiralty, to make his distress kiiqwii 
tci that board—a state of distress to which 
he could not have been reduced without' 
the grossest negligence in that department 
of government. He was aware • that it 
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should be tendered of no use ? Was it ^ . i 
no consequence that a French sqaadron 
should be permitted to escape under the 
m^st eut«*rprising.jnf their naval command* 
ers.i* • On the -l-tlguf Jan. however, sir K. 
Strachaii,was reduced to the situation of 
having only 3 weeks -provisions aa hoard; 
and it was not till the 12th that supplies 
arrived, at a time when he had only 13 . 
da\ 5 provisions on board. Now, he would 
put it to tlie house, whether it was Btting, 
that any squadron should be allowed to be 
so much reduced in iiidi.spen$ablc necessa¬ 
ries ? if the Rorhfort squadron had put 
to sea at that time, m R. Sfraeban could 
not have gone in pursuit of them to any 
distaiice, even thougli he had been aware 
of the (iircctioii in which thsy had sailed. 
From the ]2tii the IDih of Jan. the 
weather was 'SO bad that the Mediator 
could not be cleared till the 19th; and 
tlie Roclil'irt .squadron had been already 
seen at sea by the Phuinix on the 17th, 
sir R. Mirachaii being entirely ignorant 
of it for some days afterwards. It ap- 
peiiretl from the jiapcr.s, that sir RichUrd 
w’as in distress I'or provisions, [larticularly 
for water, .so early as the 1st of Dec. and 
that he was even then complaining of a 
want of cabljU's, sails, and anchorifi From 
this the. hon. gent, inferred, tliat his Icav* 
ing Ba.'.que roaiLs, the sitn ition of all others . 
the nlo^t f.ivourable for keeping up the® 
blockade of tlie porlot Rochfort, was to be 
ascribed to the reduced stale^of the neccs- 
.saries on board the sipiadron, and that he 
had .stood put from Roche^jOjisaaiAia*^ if- 
he might tliance to fair in with any of the 
victuidlcrs that were sedt out to him. As 
a further ,ivoof lliat this was his motive in 
leaviiiy ins station, immediately after clear¬ 
ing tlie Mediator, sir Richard writes, that 
, he was ii.stng his utnio.st cndeiti^ours to re- 
gjiin hl.s station.—Mr. Calcr-afi^iext slated 
the coitrse which he meant to nu^pt. His 
intention was to move a number of Reso¬ 
lutions containing a recital of tac^s, which 
he meant to follow Up w,itb a Resolution 


niignt be pleaded, that on account of the i of censure upon the conduct of the board, 


number of squadrons then at sea, it had 
been impo.ssible for the admiralty lb pay 
all that attention to the wants of each 
which it would have been desirable to do. 
But was not this a circumstance w-hich 
oughtto have entered into their calcnlatinn, 
before dispersing them in so many qiit^rters, 
and "s® many different services ? Was 
it ofpho consequence, that the toils and 
:^yi^es whi«b the Rochfort squadron had 
undergone in the course of a whole winter 


of admiralty ; reserving to himself how¬ 
ever the pow'er of Withdrawing this la^t 
Ri-sointion, should he And it to be the sense 
of the house, that the case was not clearly 
ipadc out which he meant to prove. It 
wa.s possible that the puperS now hn the 
table of the hou.se, left th^ case ir|( -V*™® 
measure defective; but he pledged tlg^lf 
to be aUe to niakn it out compl^my to 
the satisfaction of every candidv^-ind im¬ 
partial man, if he were periitlt^a to ex- 
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tfinine the bar of fbe house scjine of 
the oflicens belonging to the squailron, 
Tlie Resolutions wliieli he meatit lo pro¬ 
pose, )h! Ik.« 1 con)imiuieatc<l a week ago to 
tju* hon. secrclaiy to the admiivily/as 
their teueJeney curlg.inly ^<ms to bring a 
serious accusation against that flc'^Kiriincnt, 
an44te always wished to do to ethers as 
he would wish to he done by. Tin' Inm. 
^ent. concluded with nu'ving ibr f()llov\- 
ing Resolutions; wbicb hesaid, ifasM'iiicd 
to by the house. In: shoiibl then 1‘ollow up 
by a motion of censure iij)i)n the board of 
admiralty. I. “That it appears to this 
hoiise, that on the, at'di of Oct. ISO 7 , ad- 
jtnirai lord (iyrdnor tailed tin; allorifioit 
of the board of :nlniiraliy to tin* s(|nadron 
oH’Rf'clifort, yn'der the roimnaiulof rear- 
admiral sir H. Sira: ban. by inlonniiig their 
lordsb'ps be bad orilerfd the Ooiujueror, 
afti r refitting au.l repIt nisTiing at (’aw- 
,iand bavs to relii'vr one of tin' ships on 
that .station. ‘J, 'i'lial 011 the 1st of Dee. 
1S{)7, the .si|uadrou oil ftoeliforl, iiinler the 
couiiuaud of .sir R. Sinn li.sii, couMsted of 
tltc following sliip.s : ('-.ewar, riO gun-., sailed 
from I’lymonth <.)«•(. ; Spa^lialc, .sO 
guiis, s-ailctl from I’orl.smonih 1 tth Se()t. ; 
Impfetueux, 71- gun.s, saih d from PtiVls- 
liioulh ilh June ; Donegal, 7t gnus, sail- 
ted from Plyinoutl) tith Aug*; ivlgar, 7 I 
gum>, sailed from Plymon'li .>tii .lidv ; 
Warrior, 74 guns, .s.iiictl i’rom I'lvinonih 
^Sth .July; lienowii, 7-1- guns, sailed fiom 
Plymouth ofiib Sr jh. all victualled for.'; 
iTHUilhs; luuefatigable, 41' guns, sailed 
ff#Bfci>'’lv.n*ooth IStliDet.; Kiuerald, .‘id 
guns, sailrd*‘ir.„.i.,}'lvrii)uilil7ih Aug.; 
Phoiuix, 30 sym.>% sailed from Plyj^uoulh 
lOth Sept.; Tribune, 30 v,<;uns, .sailed 
from Plymouth JHtli Oct. all ..ietualled 
for 4 mouths ; Foxhound, KS gun.s,\'jiled 
from Plymouth 2d Sept, victfualled fbr 
3 Juopths^ Martial, 10 guns, . sailed' 
from PiyTuoulh IStli Sept., victuallhd 
f<y two nouth.s; Rapid, 10 guns,* .sailed 
frpro Plymouth 25th Sept., Victualled for 
two montlh. 3. That it appears to this i 
house the Conqueror did not join the 
'squadron cruizing olf Rochfort, nor w'e.re 
9ny ship-s ordered to join Ipi'd Gardner, for 
the purpose of enabling his lordship to send 
relief to that squadron, before the 21st 
Dec. 1807. 4. That 011 the 11th NW. 

iao'7,ithe .sqriadiym olf RochfoK fiad not 
iqprepban 12 weeks provisions. That on 
Deo.*it was furthctirfeduccd, the 
btWa^.veraging' for the whole tsquadron 
only S^and the wine and spirits 30 days; 
ana tni^Av the 4th of Jan., I 8 O 8 , the 
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.squadronlvah only Ujree weeks provisions, 
alihoughfche bread uppeans to nave been 
reduced fo two-thirtl.s allowance from Dec. 
21.St 1807; and further, that it wa? not 
until the 12th of .bui., when the squadron 
wii; reduced to l.'j days provisions, that 
any patt, of it v\iis relieved by fre.sli ships, 
|or supplied with any provisions, notwith- 
.sl.mdmg file carucst«ntn'dlies and repeat¬ 
ed U'pr»‘ientation.s Irom adinirul lord Gard¬ 
ner, rear-admiral sir K. Siraehaii, and ad¬ 
miral ^’ouug. a. That oil the 12th of 
•Jan. 1S()8, ijic Superb and Mediator joined 
file squadron ten leagues ‘!oulji-w««i* of the 
RocJiebomies, tli it the I.^finia joined on 
the 1 Ub, and (lie Colo.ssu.s on the J.'jth, 
and tb.it it was ilie I'J'b of.lan.^jcfore the 
Me diator \vj-. ."T'.tretl of her store-; and 
that tlie s(ju:Hlriin •''s unable Uxn'gain its 
station, ovvigg to tlie delay occasioned m 
the t leariiig the Mediitor, the adverse 
wiiid.s, and roiigb weatiu r; and tb.il on 
llie'lTtli oi'.Ian., .Sunday, tlu* French .s((uri- 
dron, fioiii Roeiifoil, w is .seen at. .sea by 
tile Plici'iiix, li.iving, a; il appear;, cjcapetl 
out of Roclilort during the lime rcar-.idiiii- 
rai .sir U. .Stiaeb.ui hail been obliged to (piit 
that station foi tlu; purjiose of receiving 
pio\i.sioiis.”—llpon the lirst Ke.solulioii 
being pul from lliecliaii', 

.Mr. IVtUtdiy Pair rose’and said, (1ml as 
the li(«n. gent, h.id tliuugJit proper to move, 
a .series of R('.solul ion.s Avithout at jnescnt 
following them up with any thing expre.s- 
sive of ihfc objeel avowed, he should feel it 
lii.s duty to move, the previou.s question 
upon the. first Resolution. fie was, he 
eonfe.ssed, not a liltie siirpri.sed to hear 
that object .still avowed by the lum. gent., 
allor lii.s* having perused the juipers that 
had been laid upon the table of the huu.se, 
becau.se he thought that those papers must 
im|)ress the. mind of every candid man 
with a conviction of the zeal, vigilance, 
anil activity, of the pre.sent boaid of admi- 
..ralt.}'. The hon. gent, had brought two 
most serious charges against the boarti ; 
one wa^s, that the bo'avd paid no attentioa 
whatever to the repealed and earnest 1 * 0 ^ 1 ^- 
sitions of the. several conmianders of the 
blocl^ding squadrons, complaining of 
want ofprovision.s, and requiring relief and 
■.supJ)ly^ Hie oth»»* wa.s, that sir R. 
Strachan had been compelled to abandon 
his station off Rochfort, in, couscqueime of 
Avant of provi.sions, Ucrc he woulo ob- 
kervf, thattl»e rendezvousappoiuiiHi^y the 
admiralty for sir K. SirachaiTs .squatVon iii 
case, of their being dispcrsed,U.y bad 
thcr,*was oil'the ChasjfCrou light-house, m 



the 
hon. 
ism 
tliiit 

The hoti. jfenf. had asked, why sir Uifliard I ill the sajiie way <iil«'allav. This math 
was not able to jnirsue the cneiiiy? It lie would state, and he. jdedgtd dius cha-*' 
wonItl;appear frofti a letter lie .should read racter to the truth of the staUinent," ^n' 
to the house, that the weather, and not the • the 30lli of Oel. lord (iarduer wrote to' 
.wint of vietuals, was the true and only tl*i admiralty aetjnainting them that tlio- 
cause that prevented the pursuit. 'I'ho (Jotiipteror had joined him oU'l/shiuit, and 
liousi* would judge from the letter whicli that he had ordered her to proceed to' 
he should now read to them, that so far (.^ansaiul hay to relit, and then |)roc6ed 
li'oiii— and relieve one ol the '■liiji.s oil Rochfort;' 

iMr. 'J'icrni'i/ sj7)l:e to order. He ohserv* and he wisheil it to lie riwneinhered that this 
ed that all the j>.iper.s moved for by his ship was then ordered to nnivcy a.s much 
hon. friend, and all the pajieis niovetl tiir provi-ion and as many live Irtilloclw aS 
in justilii atioii of their eondnet hy the she con\\:niently eould ; tlii.snsliip arrived, 
genllcineif opposite, were on the table, agreeably to lord S»aidner’s orders, on the 
He conceived it would he prodnciive of 1st of jNov.; *and the 15th ol the sattie' 
gre.it, ineoiw eiiionce were tlic praetice to nnoith it was onlered to repair to the ships' 
he etuitiiiui d of allowing a iiitanher, to employed in ihe M*rvice of conveying the 
draw from Ids [tucket a paiier, not regu- royal i'ainilv from l.ishoiitto the Kr.izils; 
tM-ly hetlne the house, and to read from and to the sipiadroii under sir Sidnejf' 
it such portions as he might think cdlidn- Smith, four sail of the line were then de- 
c'ive to his object. tat heil. Here he observed that some of tlTe 

Tlie Spcal'cr .saii), that eertainly'^ iniieh siiips hail ■4<oeii livi;' months at sea before 
had lately pa.sscd upon lids suhjei t in tlie (hey had reached the sfjuadron.s they? were' 
house. He did nut howeier feel antlio- destiiu'd to relieve. He rclerrcd first to 
ri/('d (o state that any jtreeise or po.sitive an older froindhe admiralty to the victual- 
rule of onlerc.'cisled, with regard to it. It ling hoard, rctpdiing them to send out 
apjiearetl to liini to rest wholly willi tlie jirovi.sioiis of pol.iloes, unioiis, and lite' 
discretion of the house, who would ol hiilhuLs, lor th«‘ .several .sfpiadro/i.s olF 
course pronounce their judgineut accord- I .'’Orient, Roclifort, and I'errol; the pota- 
ing to the circumstances ol' ilie case. toes, t!iri‘v‘ [.'onnds [ler man a week lor two 

Mr. Ponsonhuf thought that if the house montlis, tlie. onions, hall a pound a man 
had never adopted a lule to pn-veiil this pi-r week, ;mil as nianv 
practice, they ought to do so. Aothiiig she could convenijfrfcTy stoW': al^ to a 
could be more injuriou.s to debate, or more h’lter from 31r. ftarrovv to lord Gardner, 
j’C[»le,te with absurdity, lor what would ho acipiaiiitiii^^.’tfs lonlship with those direc- 
tlie consc(|uencc if— tioiis, le-.a both dated 3d ])ec. IH07. Hc 

'Hie Chancellor of the Kcchajuer spoke-to nexW'ercrred to other papers to shew the 
order, observing, that it, was one thing (o iclnal .stati? of -sir li. Slrachaiil|| squadron 
shite, what I he order of the lioii.se a( piy- ynjjjjsMst of Jk-c. On the the 

sent wgs, inid another to consider what it jorder u-jis issued lor forwarding^he sap- 
would he expedient to make it. cpiies liy the Mcnliator, hut no requisition^ 

Mr. Ponsonby said, tliat if the lion. gent, was reebived at the admiralty' tilj the ISth' 
per.sistcd in reading a document not^lorui- of Dec.; and yot provisiopaiy orders had' 
ally hel'ore the house, he sliould move an been issued on the.3d ol the saiii^ mont^'. 
adjourmnent of the debate. That letter wtis written on the llth by 

Mr WcUexley Pole then said, th/b he lord <,'aidiier, and diiPcertainly slate tfaal^ 
shotild be sorry to persist in any thj'ng un-1 there wc re not more than eight weekfr 
pleasant to the house, Tind shooid [ness I’lrovcsions on hoard ; on the 21.st, another 
doing what might be olleii.sivc’to the gen- j letter cinne^ from lord tJardner, covering' 
tlenien opposite^^le would therefore not another from .sir R. btraAanJ ot tlV 1st 
read the Jettxi c. but content hiiaself ^ilhJDoc.; and two days after, thcTji3d,'t1Uj|iy|^ 
statingFlhe»^bstaiice of that*letter, and diator went into Portsmqnth, 
leV'lli^ house give it whatever credit it then rcad;f to .sail, was not able t« 
thjMght due *t?r* his character. He would till the, dth of January, merely^c tftle 
then take upon him»i^f to assert, that sir j present board had not ingenuity' isil* ^ 


PAUU imA'm, 9, 

from the station but from tlw KJtl^to R. Strachan, -after leaving the bay, 

19th Dec, That might suil^rise thu the Ferrol and f.ishun squadrons, w-ifhoi^ 
gent.; but he had too mneli patriot- | a|)plyi'ng fur provisions of any kind, or 
not to be glad, in case he was satisfied i dosng more than, e^tchiinging the usual- 
(he admiralty had done their duly. | signals hy telegrapli ; and that he [lassed 
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«!bntroqUhl!winds and the weather! On the 
21st, an order was issued for the sailing of 
' the Superb and Spencer. But it had*b«cn 
objlSctcd, why were not those ships sent 
direct to sir Richard, without being first 
sent to lord Gardner ? The objection he 
was surprised at, because it belra'^'cd such 
ignovance of the general routine, which 
was,, that all blockading sejuadrons are 
subject to the cuntroul of the commander 
of the Channel fleet. He next referred 
to a letter dated the 20th Dec., and re¬ 
ceived at the admiralty the '2'2d, from ad¬ 
miral Young, beginning, “As a very con¬ 
siderable supply of provisions has been 
sent to the ships oil Ferrol, and the Au¬ 
dacious will sail on Tuesday for that .squa¬ 
dron with siXfinonths provisions, b submit 
to their lordships whether it may not he 
advisable to allow tly; provisions carried 
out by the Mediator to be divided between 
the squadrons oif L’Orient and Rochfort,” 
&c. He next adverted to lord Gardner’s 
letter, traasmitting the state of sir Richard 
Strachan’s squadron, the bread being at 
two-thirds allowance on the 2Ist Dec. and 
then reminded the house of adin. Young’s 
letter of the following day, recommending 
0,division of the provisions. The relief 
was ready to sail eight or nine days be¬ 
fore, but prevented by bad weather; and 
as soon as the wealhcr permitted, the 
Spencer, Superb, and (!uinberiaiu1, wore 
sent directly to sir R. Strachan. He hero 
took occasioQ to pay a high tribute to the 
professional merits of ailiniral Young, as 
thflahtt£|l;.,^or^dmiral in the navy. Oti the 
31st Dec. tile Ctin*, *i' 5 ^was ordirod to join; 
and. there w'uild^be iouiid the letter (>f 
admiral Young, requiring ths,. two trans¬ 
ports sent into Cutwater, to be''«^rthvvith 
laden with two months provisions fo^■'■L.ioo 
men, for tim immediate relief of'lhe Rodi- 
fort sq^a^n.—He then entered ujLou the' 
second division of the subject: the bVAei^ 
urious aharge was, that sir Richard had ' 
been compelled to abandon his station in 
cpnscquciite of want of provbions. He 
Newell what h!ld been the state of the 
' weather from the 21st of Dec. till the (ith 
of Jan.} that it wia^so tempestuous as 
to prevent the relief going out, and that 
,,'^18 and this only was what compelled sir< 
>'E. Strachan to abandon his station. He 
was aixiousi in^proof of this, Yo call tlie 
a(teKk>n of the bouse to sir Richard’s let- 
te^^tedRiff 21st Dec. ant not received 
'p We have been driven ofl^ 
and fifesa only just got hold of the land. 
Notbii^-diiiberial has occurred. We have 
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had verjT tempestuous weather.” I|l( 
thch citc^sir Richard’s next letter of the 
25 ih Dec mentioning the reduced state of 
the provisions, and stating, that “ the wea¬ 
ther has been such, we have not been able 
to apportion the remains of provisions 
to each^hip.” He next cited an extract 
H'rom sir Richard’s letter to lord Gakdtier, 
dated the 28th Dec. off Rochebonnes in 
which he says, “ 1 inclose the .state of 
squadron on the 2:id, since which, the^ 
weather has prevented much communi¬ 
cation.” Gii the 4lli of January, sir 
Kicliaid, when stationed tej' l^q^ues oil 
Bclleisic, wrote that .sinf? the Emerald 
and Eurydicc had parted in chace, they 
hiul l>ad (’oiistaiit gales ; and tfn the 22d 
oi.Ian., the aovuiralty received a letter 
from sir Richard, dat^il the Kith', then ly¬ 
ing ten leaguc.s south-west of the Roche- 
bomies, in which he states, that the Superb 
and Mediator joined on the I2tli, the 
Lavuita on tlic 14th. and the Colossus yes¬ 
terday ; and add.s “ but it was not till 
this wmrning that the weather would per¬ 
mit us to communicate by boats.” Tliis 
then was sir R. Strachan rcrwi* the hon. 
gent, and let the house deeitle between the 
two authorities. The hon. I’cnt, then pro¬ 
ceeded to shew, by a variety of dociirncut'i 
whieh lie cited, that sir Richard was com¬ 
pelled to abandon his position by the wea¬ 
ther, and not by want of provisions; and 
concluded, by admitting that the lacts 
contained in the hon. geiit.'s Resolutions 
were, generally speaking, correct; but he 
denied the inference from them. Tlie 
last resolution, which that hon. gent, had 
candidly submitted to his inspection, and 
which he had declared his intention of 
moving, shoidd those at present before the 
hoqse be assented to, contained a most 
direct and positive censure on the board . 
of admiralty, couched in the strongest 
terms of reprobation. As he, therefore, 

, considered all the preliminary Resolutions 
as vehicles for tlie last, he should move the 
nrevioys question on them, and meet the 
last with a direct negative. Abovd all 
thing.s he deprecated any delay in the de¬ 
cision of the house on the subject. Let us 
have u out now, added the hon. gent, nay 
situatiol^js not a sineture, and I am unwil¬ 
ling that any proportion of my time should 
be nselesly diverted from the public sqjrvice. 
If, however, the hon. ^ent. is. determined 
‘to fi^ht another day, I am'rejqjiy*to meet 
him ; but I can assve the house, tnVtfrqrn 
the first agitation of this business, t l\^c 
felt considerable un^toiness; not from the 
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^ghtest apprehension as to wesult, but 
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because I was aware that I shouhlbe driwb 
that which is the immediate object 
of anxiety and ambition. 

SitUfiarUs totally didfered from the 
hon. gent, who had just sat down, both as 
to th^facts themselves, and the inferences 
whicK he drew from them : he read exil 
tra^'^Vom many difflrent letters on the 
^le, by which be shewed that the fleet 
oft' Rochfort were very badly provided, 
md could not have followed the enemy 
«nore than three or four days. Thf* power 
.>f diS^lMchiug ships to relieve sir R. 
^trachai), it plain, was not vested in 
lord Gardner; else he surely W'ould not 
have sent* nif five dillereiit and anxious 
letters to the admiralty on the subject. 
He read extracts froip a letter, dated lllh 
of Dec. staling to the admiralty the dis¬ 
tress of the fleet, w'hich letter was an¬ 
swered by Che admiralty on the 18th, send¬ 
ing a supply of provisions in one vicfnal- 
Jing .ship : although this ship was intended 
Tor the supply of three sqiiadron.s, namely, 
ihatoif J/()iienf, ort’FerroI.and Rochefort, 
yet she did not convey more than equal to 
sixteen days bread, for the line of battle 
ships ofriiocheforl alone. He .said, if every 
poun.l of bread,whichhad beciiso sent, had 
ix!. 1 ! received by the Koc liefurt fleet alone, ] 
:t notiici not have pul it in a situation to 
fiilLw the enemy. Such inattention on the 
}/ irt of the admiralty was the* greatest 
iiiow England could rercivc, as it would 
be tlic greatest triumph the enemy could 
olitaiii. That (lay was perilous to us indeed, 
when we found ourselves unable to furnish 
7 sail of the line sufticiently to keep their 
.stations. He could not conceive what was 
meant by .sending one store-ship oiit to 
supply such a fleet with bread, wine, prid 
water. He could not foretel what would 
be the decision of the house, but he knew 
well what would be the sense of the coun 
try on such conduct: the house might di-/^ 
vide three to one in its favour, but the na¬ 
tion would not be a whit the intirc con- 
viriceJd. He then read an extract from a 
letter to tfifc board of admiralty, dated 
the 15th Dec. in which it was dejiared, 
that the fleet was in total want bdth^ sails, 
water, and every other nectspfry with*j 
v^ich a fleet should be provictedT In con¬ 
sequence of situation, sir Richard 

Stracbapi(wafi« 4 osBqkel!ed to quit his ancho- 
rag^^Ci^pIToat for victualled; wha'{ was 
? The enemy, taking the advan- 
C^ge of his atk|ence,^scaped out of Roche¬ 
fort, whieh they a^er cotdd have done, 
Vot. XI. ' 


I or Would havb atlomptbd, had *ir Richdjf| 


been snfficiently provided to have kern 
his station in Basque Roads. At lengt^ 
ho,wevcr, he did ^obtain a supply of 
tons of water, which exactly provided hk 
fleet for 26 days ; and although he ad¬ 
mitted tdat the Superb and Coloskas 
ther increased his store, still they did'ihdf 
so increase it as to enable him to'purshh 
the enemy with safety. On the ^th, the 
Admiralty had an acknowledgment 
the fleet of 23 days bread, 45 days water, 
and 24 days wine ; this supply, added to 
the former supplies, exactly made a totdl 
of eight weeks and thi^e days provisions j 
and he would a.sk, was that a sufficiency 
for a pursuit; for instance, to the Cape of 
Good Hbpe The present bvard of Adm^ 
rally might be actuated by as purie aha 
praiseworthy a zeal 9 s possible, but he la¬ 
mented their talents were not equal to 
that zeal. He said, as to sir Rd. Strachan's 
squadron quitting Basque Roads, he be¬ 
lieved there uas a reason for it, but too 
serious for him to state in that house. As 
to the transports which it had beeh stated 
were sent/o relieve the squadron, although 
three had been sent, still but one arrive. 
He' complained loudly of the mischldf 
which w'puld,ensue from keeping ships dt 
sea on urgent'duty, waiting for the arrival 
of transports ; they .should so situated 
as totally to toel above contingencies; btffc 
here so fatal was the adoption of a contrary 
course, that even had our blockading aif- 
miral seen the fleet whi^h he blockaded 
standing out to sea on the 2 . 1 st of 
could not lfevc’’cto'r-.’.'’ifttem 20 leagues 
from jand ! Fv.>m the Wevy wee'kly ac¬ 
counts laid i^on the table for the perusal 
of the r'-'.Tntry, it appeared that there was 
at tb,..c time on board the fleet only bread, 
16 , wine for four, and viwter for 2 $ 
tays^He did not wiA idly.^ declaith 
agftimt the measures of any mafi.or set ef 
'''men, bht he solemnly declared, ^a^had* 
charge* of the nature of this enquiry bSen^' 
Brought before a court |nartijf, alid no' 
other justification than what the pap(ij|*j 
on the table of the house oi&ried, he shtiiidf 
have no hesitation in deciding on his oa^, 
that the British squadron ofi’ Rocli^# 
had not been supplied in the manner wbii^ 
the exigency of the service reqtlired:lainl' 
the safety %f the eoantry»denianded|' 
could not conceiv e^how men could Widg 
themselves tiysport^nik 
of a gallant and deserv!^ . ^ 

must those feelings have bVhn, 
all his hope, his anxiety, bi 

K (2) 
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bad seen the French (Teet stealing out of 
Rochefort unable to follow and defeat them, 
from the unmerited neglect with which he 
had been treated. The arrival of the Co¬ 
lossus and Superb hafl, however, been 
'much dwelt upon, alter all, even when 
they had divided their supplies dmong the 
fleet, wnat provision had it ? Fxactly seven 
days bread, 83 days wine and spirits, and 
40 days water 1 fie was ashamed to take 
up time and trouble of the house in de¬ 
tailing such broad and simple facts as these, 
when in fact any observation on the snb- 
Ject was rendered quite tinncccssary bv 
the able statement of the hon. gent, who 
opened the debate! Tliis was a question 
to w|hich the house should give all its at¬ 
tention ; it yavolvcd the dearest' interests 
of the country, whose safety was identified 
with the welfare of hei' th^ct. As to the 
new system which ^he hon. gent. (Mr. 
Pole) fiad broached to-night, lie wa.s sorry 
to sec any such attempted ; if its efliicts 
were to be the allowing a ship to remain 
at sea for eleven months, and wlicn she 
hgd remained at home only as many days, 
sending her out agaiit—if.such were to he 
^ts effects, he disclaimed and 'denounced 
, such a measure ; the name of the ship so 
treated he said was the Defiance. He de¬ 
precated leaving ships .so 16ng and so ill- 
orovided at sea for such .1 length of time. 
He did not profess himself friendly to a 
vote of censure on the Admiralty, however 
he might have thought them inetiicieiit ; 
before such a measure was adopted, evi- 
; *' '''' heartl at the bar of tlie 

ft til then, a 
on 
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to \vztc\atiie force of the enemy. Tjfe 
tnddc ofjF elieving these squadrons was by 
sending out vessels, ship by ship, pro]pdca, 
not only with their own cquipmen. 8 , but 
loaded also for the equipment of Others. 
The commander in chief of the Channel 
Fleet \^s the person to sec that they; were 
1 ,properly victualled, and regulari^ re¬ 
lieved, and he corresponded for that pur¬ 
pose with the port admiral at Portsmod^ji 
and Plymouth. F.very page of the papers' 
slicwed that lord (Gardner had acted in 
that manner. It might happen, however, 
that this plan of blockade^naval 
campaign, might, undei^uic pressure of 
more important objects, be altogether 
siyipcnderl. At the time to •tvbich the 
papers rcferreil. the expedition to Copen¬ 
hagen, and the return of the fleet and the 
prizes, had occupied much of the atten¬ 
tion of the Adinirahy. Squadrons were 
also provided to blockade the Tagus, and 
to convey the Royal Family of Portugal 
to the Brazils. Another squadron was * 
also assembled at Spithoad, of sutficienl 
force to meet the Russian fleet then e.x- 
pt-ted to come up the Channel. Ho called 
upon the gentlemen opposite, who were 
disposed to be fair, to give credit to the letter 
of sir Rd. Straehan, declaring his appro¬ 
bation of the attention of the Admiralty 
to his .squadron. It appeared by tiie 
papers, that, in November, the sijuadron 
had ten*weeks provisions on board, and 
that IS days after, ten transports, one of 
which was i in mediately driven back, and 
only four of whicli were able to reach tlieir 
destination, iiad been sent out with TOO 
ton of \v.ater to the squadron. The large 
ship was sent out with a temporal y supply 
only, and he admitted that the Admiralty 

___ __I. _ ..L? .,_ ^ . 


what must the squm,.... 
think, nay what must he tli ' 

; the whole British fleet and of|i ‘ , 

dt large,yitien an impartial and tc<-„ 
ftxaminajnon of the papers laid on tlC*^ 

' Admiralty,‘pro »tccks ueei, pora, anu wine, ii migiir 

.:ttiat the blockading squadron lugl bee..'be a question why the Mediator had 
wueify neglected; and admitting fortbe m.t .sailed till the (ith of Jan.; but he 
'‘•'^miitnt, that every pound ■’. ^ - - - .1 .• . 


' ( was answerable for every thing up to 2 Jst 
December, at which dale tlie sqiia- 
u had six weeks water, six weeks 
*■'.1 four days bread, and eight or nine 
weeks beef, pork, and wine. It might 


^' and every gallon of wine and spi- 

. ,.^ 18 , which reached^ir Rd. Sbachan before 
* *^*^**'*'*^ of the French squadron, had 

f .jJlljbn correctly distributed, still it was nu)$t« 
-.H^iotunous that the British squadron would 
■‘Jot Imre b«asn i^ji a state to hare followed 
' 'wb enemy. 

R,V^rrd tha^ the general 

iu^db^ery Admiralty, was to 
jyfore® oft' every blockad cd 
port,4^j3BB*^y ®<lttipped and provisioned 


shewed from the letters from adiiiiral 
Yoiing, that the weather alone prevented 
her ir iling, and he was confident the hon. 
gent.>ywould not question the authority of 
that gaV^nt oflicer. He denied most posi¬ 
tively, afidchallenged any gentleman (0 
prove, that sir Rd. StrJ^jwn bad jTor a 
single moment, left hi%_^».tji,i«. jcThe hon. 
'bari; had fallen into an he 

' asserted^ that the Admiralty was blamhl;^e 
for not sending out the sqpplies earlmr. 
Th<^' could notcont|^d witih the element 
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. ^*id it appeared firom the paffei^ that the 
s{atf; of the weather was sach, what 
the of Dec. to the 28th of JaA. during 

a peijod of 55 days, as not to allow the 
vessei^’^ to sail. Was the Admiralty to 
. blame^For that ? As well might they be 
blame'l for a vessel’s foundering at sea, as 
the Admiralty of the day be blamed for^ 
the ^ruiirtunate loss of the Royal George. 
H. should not trespass longer upon the 
Attention of the house, though ||e had felt 
it not unnecessary to add these general 
observations to the able and inipregnable 
argumont&<^rf his hon. friend, l^hilip II. 
of Spain, the '^..latest tyrant the annals of 
history exhibited, on hearing of the fate of 
his Armada, exclaimed, ' Thank O’od it is 
no worse !’ That consideration vvhicl? a 
" tyrant manifested for the interposition of 
the elements, the Admiralty had a right 
to expect from a British senate. 

Mr. G. Fonsonby observed, that the Re¬ 
solution went to say that sir R. StrachUn’s 
squadron was not supplied with provisions, 
Vnd that was proved by the documents on 
the table, beyond a question. It had been 
said, that sir Richard had never left his 
station on account of the want of provi¬ 
sions. A letter from him, dated the 21st 
of Nov., says, ' The wind having veered 
to the Northward, he stretc:hcd out to sea 
to try to meet some of the tratisports that 
he had expected.’ Why proceed to sea, 
in an uncertain pursuit, to look after trans¬ 
ports, if not in want of provisions > and if 
he did proceed to sea, he must have gone 
off his station. The letter of sir Richard, 
upon which the hon. gentlemen prided 
, themselves so much, contained not a par¬ 
ticle of any thing that could support them. 
Sir Richard had written several letters to 
his commanding oflicciv lord Gardner, 
stating the situation of the squadron, Snd 
its want of provisions; but finding thr 
supplies did not come, be wrote to ^ 
Board of Admiralty. The consequeiic 
was, he received a supply ; and this boasi 
cd prize, tiiis letter, commending 
board, went just so far as to 8dy,.mc 
thanked tberp for the attention the^ad 
paid to his commmiication. Did thi| exi 
culpate thein.^ Did he saj^ any thin^bo 
what had been the situation of t^flcet 
but look to his letter of tilm23d of 
Jaq.,To<)£ sJ 2 jj;a^ter the French had got 
out, s(hd • wha^ 8»yf alier sdl Uie 

boasted^''^lies~n!ached hii 9 ? 'That if< 
his^oyiaidn and water would last him, he 
woQd folloi^ the eoe^ over‘the world.’ 
AHSlockadinglitjv'*'^'^ ought to have pro¬ 


visions on board £qual to what the 
they were blockading*could possibly 
cure., The Board of Admiralty ccmld 
think that the enemy’s squadron would 
nd farther than What tw’o months’ ]fr<^vi- 
sion would allow thegn. That most hliye 
been thetr supposition, or that th^e 
an understanding between the board' 
the enemy ; for when sir Richard went 1^’ 

f iursuit, he iiad but two months’ proTisioii.V' 
le would challenge any person to prpyh'; 
the squadron ever had more than tato-i. 
months’ provision,’although an hon. gent,'? 
had found out that every British squadron ‘ 
ought to have five months’ provision. It'" 
was the most novel dfefence he had ever . 
heard set up. It went to say,' the enemas: • 
squadron has got out of Rochfort, and, if 
you say nothing about it, we will take^’^ 
care it never shaft be so again.’ They 
next brought t'cmpesls and hurricanes, and 
said, they could not fight against the 
elements, as an excuse. He had never 
heard that the Bay of Biscay wsu very 
serene and calm in the months of Dec. and ' 
January, livery peiison knew the w'csteriy 
winds generally preyailed at that season of . 
the year;' and could the Board of Adm^ , 
ralty be ignorant of it ? If they were, & 
was not a wonder that sir Richard’s aqua* 
dron sullercd from the want of provision } 
and if they did know it, they were the 
more blamablc for not faavi\ig provided 
against it. He did not charge the Board * 
ol’.^lmiraIty with intentional neglect, but - 
lie barged them with want of judgment. 

The iiousc then divided on the previons 
question, Ayes 146; N'?S:^''J^2.'^*'ia3ority* . 
against t*" ^ 
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Atesday, May 10. ,■ s 

IN Reversion Lor4%^^ 

ary, on moving tlie 2oJ reading"^' 
j (bill, stated briefly the- ibimer. proe '' 
jings respecting this subject, i|nd conf. 

- .nded that there was a materialidifi^'ence / 
^etween the principle of this bill, and that ^ 
^ the former bill, which went to the totfd?'^ 
prerogative of grantin^^;'^ 
* the mere groat^f- ■ 
tlic preat 

whilst, in the pr^nt bill, it was only ^ 
pesed tb ^spend that j^rogatlve . 
limited per i^^ and that on specie! ground \ 
stated in na^|dy,> wit^ ^ ..r 

view to higuines now pera[ip^|l|i||^ 
of commons. It was eMK to'^^ceiraif • 


that such a suspension.mij 



mate* 
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riflAjoipor'tailDce to the eb|ecU of the Com- 
(nitt^-Of Finance, m order that offices 
tni^ttnot» ill the mean time, be granted in 
rer^ion^ and thereby placed beyond their 
conmihl with respect tA any proposell 
re^^nlatkm. Viewing ,the bill thecetbrc in 
this light, he should give it his support; 
and although with such an object before a 
cinnnittee of the house of commons, no 
n^lster would advise his majesty to grant 
nw o$ce in reversion in the mean time, 
sdU'bo thought it more constitutional to 
legislate in the way now proposed, tiian 
to, leave it to an address of eitlier house 
of parliament. 

• - !|(^rd Redesdak repeated his former ar¬ 
guments upon this subject, and thought 
the bill the fir|t step to measures pnegnant 
with danger to the constitution, and which 
therefore they ought to resist in the outset. 
He considered the foiraer bAl as less ex¬ 
ceptionable than the present; as in that, 
what was decided was broadly and fairly 
Stated, but in this*hc conceived an attempt 
was made to draw their lordshifis into an 
approbation of measures which might 
prove highly injurious^, and which, if ru- 
^o^urs were to be believed, wouicl tend to 
a. material invasion of the constilulion. 
The bill in itself would, if passed, be an 
infringement of the constitutiAn, fur which 
no adequate reason was stated. It was not 
enough to say*tbat inquiries were pending; 
'their lordships ought to be informed of the 
nature of the measures which were intimd- 
ed to be proposed, and fur which this bill 
to le^ the way. The former bill had 
bejeh rejeuwid, thoughfi the house 

<H^bt to make, aastafl^v'^oon their inde- 
pendance, and reject this a,, o, comifig, as 
>t ,did, so immediately after tn». rejection 
of the other, and standing as .it i!id on 
'ho'bqtter, or rather on worse gr^inds. f 
." Earl Or/ htnor supported the biU, ^ * 
,i 0 ^er tnat there mignV be no obstai^iif^ 


1 


m Biff- 

endanger fiie* cimstitutioa; but wl ^ 
the <objecf of the committee of f * 
simply tJ consider of economy, 

r irevent a lavish expenditure of t> 
ic money, at a crisis like the 
when burdens, however necessary, 
heavily apon the people. From iv 
^tres, instead of danger, the mos 
cial consequences would result, 
sidered the present bill as of little 
compared lyith the former; but It Stniv 
nevertheless have his .support, rather th; 
that no measure of the kind should ue 
adopted. - 

The Earl of .Moira profssS^d himself at 
a loss to discover any reason which existed 
for passing the present bill. He thought 
it was ineumbeni upon those who propo.sed 
or supported a measure which infringed 
upon a prerogative that had been exercised 
for 3tX) years, to shew that abuses existed 
in the exercise of that prerogative, oi 
that* some great public benefit would be 
derived from its limitation or its abolition. 
In this case, however, nothing of this nature 
had been shewn, nor was there any evi¬ 
dence before them that such a measure 
could be of the slightest utility. He 
thought there had been a great public de¬ 
lusion upon this subject, and that advan¬ 
tages had been held out which could not 
by any possibility result from this mea¬ 
sure. He could not consider this measure 
as of the slightest importance with a view 
to economy; nor was there any informa¬ 
tion before the house to prove, in any 
other point of view, its necessity or expe¬ 
diency. 

Earl Morton observed, that the former 
bill having been rejected, a new bill, of a 
similar description, ought not, according 
to the ancient usage oi the constitution) to 
be entertained ; and from the circum¬ 
stances under which this bill had come up, 
lie* thought the bouse ought to make a 


way of the labours of the committee V stand here in support of their own inde. 


finance; and the more so as thqjre was^ 
'enpposed. to be a disposition somewhere) 
^agh'lQot opened avowed, to throw im-.A iie£ 
‘j^iments in the way of that committee^ 

^e objection of t]|^e noble and learned 
that there .was no, recommendation 
the crown/ conld surely be of little 
;^aU after the lecomm^atibns from the 
‘ith|^qq at thf; end of the .last and ttte cont- 
tamficement of the present parliament, to 

to economy 
ic m^enditure.- Hie noble 
loranad talked ot measures 
Co lead, and which would 


\pendence, and reject it. 

^iord Holland thought there was little 
~ wily for combating the ^argumeats 
mec&against the bill, as the i^ecch of his 
lipbl^friend (the earl of Moira) who op- 
^he bill, and the speeches of the 
ble I^s on the other side who also op- 
k^i^, answered each other. 
noble lorda-on the other ‘ 

»X^coni 


bill would actta.lly deat^^^|cqjutitiftion, 
whilst his neble friendTon^^li^f^^ory, 
thoo^t it a measure of no 
With this contrariety of opncftCMn^. there 
needed little to be s^ in 'support of fKe 
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. wliicb be hoped would IteV be ca^ 
xieo. Ho could diacoTer no aucdcattse^ibE 
alarn.^aa that ^ted by the noble and 
leacne\ loi-d, nor did ho know to what 
tuoto^ V^he noble lord alluded. He agreed 
.with noble earl (Grosvenor) as to the 
comp jativc inefficacy of the present bill, 
and VJuld ratheathat the former bill had, 
been 'C^'^ried, but he would not run the 
ri,o'/of losing the measure now proposed, 
uy giving any opposition to it upon that 
ground, or by proposing any alteration in 
It. He trusted it would now be i arried, 
and tbeivTi ?p^eafed reason to believe that 
it would be. a as, he should hail it as 
a great and a splendid tribniph obtained 
over tliat secret influence which had 
isted for 40 years luiking behind the 

"Throne, over those secret advisers who had 
attem[)ted to cuib the ostcnsil^le ministers, 
themselves remaining without responsi¬ 
bility. He'hoped this had resulted fnim 
ministers having assumed courage and 
spirit to oppose this secret influence. He 
drosted it had not been the cflect of a coift- 
promise, in which the justice due to a large 
portion of his majesty’s subjects had been 
sacriiiced. lie trusted that Maynooth 
college had not been the object of this 
compromise, and that some of those mi¬ 
nisters who had contributed to the esta¬ 
blishment of that institution had not con¬ 
sented to give it up as a condition of the 
compromise. He trusted that this was not 
the case j that the parsing of the bill was 
to be considered as fairly resulting from 
the circumstances under which it was in¬ 
troduced, and that it would not be the only 
beneficial measure which would result from 
the enquiries set on foot. 

Lord Somers supported the bill, chiefly 
on the ground that he conceived secret 

, influence to have been used in the rejec¬ 
tion of the former bill; and wherever it 
appeared, he thought it his duty to make 
a hrm stand in opposition to it.—.Hie bill j 
was then read a second time. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


THE' 


Tuesday, May 10. 

[King’s Message RELi^iNc jq 
Duchess of Brunswick.] Hie^hon-' 
of the Exchequer preseuti^iithe fol- 
lowi^l^![£Svaaq^ni the kin 
» G. A. flits q^Boessary 

to stsd'i'to th'. house of cothmons^ that* in 
couFiquen^ of the disas&ous defeat of the 
Prussian in thq autumn of 1808, at- 
teilSed vrith tG& meu^holy death of ^e 


veicning duke of BSwaswjdcW<^eabul!tat|i' 
and (he occupation of his territories by 
the enemy, his majesty’s sister, the u^idow 
of that ilLuat^ous prince, has been coii{» 
pelted to seej^pn asylum in bis ms^esty's 
dominions : immediately on her airi'nd ht 
England an establishment suited to |mW 
rank, required by her misfortunes, and 
such as it became his majestj^s aifectioiV’ 
to afford, was provided out of the 'Civjlb' 
List; but no provision being made in tbo 
distribution of that fund ror mb unforescett 
charge, his majesty recommends to tbik 
house to consider of the means of enabliilg: 
him to continue the sqpport of that esta¬ 
blishment ; and his majesty relies with 
perfect confidence on the loyalty and an- 
tachmeut of his f.iithful commons to makct 
such provision as ipay appear proper on'an< 
occasion so iijterestjpg to his majesty'E 
leelings, and so nearly connected with the* 
dignity of his throne.”—Ordered to be 
rclerred to the Committe'e of Supply. 

[Demised Revenues of the Crown.] 
Mi. Btddtdph, in pursuance of hb notice, 
moved for a committee to consider how 
far the provisions of the act of the 1st of 
liis present majesty, by which it had been 
directed, that the Demised Revenues of 
the Crown should be carried into and 
made a part of the Aggregate Fund, h^ 
been complied with. The hoii. gent, en¬ 
tered into a long explanation of the sub¬ 
ject. 11c rcpe.ited his former assertions 
with regard to the value of these revenues, 
which lie estimated at 200,000/. a year, 
again contending that they might be ap.> i 
plied to the lublic se*”' -o, in the course 
of his speech f^vonime/ited with much' 
severity on^% mismanagement of thw 
Royal by which the timber ofthe 

crant*^^ so materially necessary to ite 
sip we, war deteriorated and d|stroyed. 
'^nlr. '‘Hose questioned the accurrey of' 

' ilnie of the hon. gent.’s sutements, and 
^pied (hat the prcsyit amount of^jlhe de- 
//ysed crown reveira^ exceeded 35,000/.' 
out of which 10 or 12,000/. went'to various 
U^ges. He disapproved of a special comu- 
Jnuti^, and thought'the 'finmice commit-''' 
« ti^of which the hon. gent, was a membefl 
fully adequate to any desirable object tbqv 
Jion. gentleman bad in view.—A divisi^^ 
then took place, when the numbers 
fod the mojion 12} agaicst 1(1^ 37. Ma** 
jority 25. 


[Curates ' DesroEStoT'ij^ii!!^ On the 
motion ibrjthe reconunitfaK^toBr^Hj 
Lord Pordiester argued adjust the- bilL 
on the ground that while it'^jled dto' 
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n§^t»of the church, it would afford no re> 
Ufff to the grtat body of the curates them- 
splvea. . The objcf t of the bill « is not to 
^gtuoot the income of tho»^ who most 
Wanted it, but to laise thc^hluc of a few 
cuiauei, while thc^ gieatlr number of 
thoAe whp entered holy ordf rs tvere Iclt 
precisely as before lo le'icic these he 
should be pcrhetly wilting, it i. (ould be 
done, but the ciuscs of the pnvtity ul 
many of them were, hist, the povcit^ of 
the benefices theinsrhcs, and sceoiiuly, 
the great nuinbei who pu sed into hol\ 
oideis without the piospirt of iny piu- 
Tibiou at ill, t\r* nt a tiifling and pie 
carious euraiy lie obsiivtd, that this 
raising the incomes of a kw luiites would 
have no othei^ ellec t, thmi th it of inducing 
many more than the piyicnt aiciagc num¬ 
ber to enter into holy uidtij>, 'iiul by that 
means the poicrty oT (Ik whole would be 
increased lathcr (bin diiniuislud Ills 
objection wenttij the pttiKipk of the bill 
altogethci, and lie should liitiifou movt 
as an aincudiiuiit that it be ii-committed 
tbic da} till ee months 

Ml Windham bid> raiefully applied 
himself to the o\animation of the bill, ind 
the result wis that hi thought it stry lu 
judicious, \eiv pernicious in point of pim- 
cmle, and mcflieunt as lo afij good piae- 
tical purpos^ He itmiiked, tint two 
, views well enteitainid of the iialuie of 
chi’•eh piopeits , the one was, that it 
w. kle, like priiatc piopeit} , the 

o niei (ly lo be eonsidc red 

i \ fill a particular 

dui}, •* flight inter¬ 
fere with. • * *t 

mony as the sau 4, 

Het nought that iieithS ipo- 

sitions was just in its full e\i w'aa 

dis posed tite concui m the th^i ^ t' 
nght bon ^gent ■* — — 


•e cere- 
^icc 


that It was iniH[olabK*i 


^ BrtOtmick. 

seemed t# proceed on the suppositic 
th^iium^t of curates was limited * 
was notahi case, and the augiiiei 
fen cuiaciis would only bring at <ci 
nninbet into holy orders, and Y \ that 
means met ease th* disk ess of the|^ 'loic. 
Oil tbc^vliole, the bill went to a da\ <is 
|Viulition of chuieii pioperty, withi 
(btnee of iinpiOMiig the general 
tion of the cm ites 
Di. Lawence atgued, that theri 
danger iii almost esiiy view in which 
nieasuit in question could be tikcii 
I he Solitttoi (t iii/a/suppaUM^he biHi 
as a incasuii tint was be«tr^aptcd to the 
wcllarcot the eliuich 
jVli Mhitbread would sole foi the bill 
hciiig I ommiitw I I he only objection he 
had to It was that a bd nut go ^nr tgu. 
— Ihe bouse thin daidrd upon loid Pui- 
tbesUi’s imeiiilmint A}ts, 11, ^lues, 
1)1 , Myoiily, Si 


liousL or loi us ^ 

II ednesday. May 11 

[Siuiiii feuiisiiKi- Ibee ] On the 
tlnid leidnig of tins bill, 

Ihc Liil of luudadule regretted, that 
litei till sub|trt had been so lung bcfoie 
till house, so iitlli should be done by this 
bill, and paitieularlv that no legulation 
wis made with lespect to the Court of 
lands lie wished also that something 
111(11 e had been dune, with irspeet to the 
lutioduction of trial by juiy. 

1 he Lord ChaiuxUor thought that nothing 
should be done with lespect to tiends 
until after a judicial decision as to the 
lights of the clergy 

Lotd I/awA:esAu}y defended the bill, which 
he thought would tend to operate a lunle- 
rial'ieform in the administialioii of justice 
m Scotland 


.. «« to tiul by 

like private property, but that the legfs\ *be house was not vet ripe for decid- 
latnre had a nght to interfeie, so Itr as*Jo\ ’"S point, nor did ho believe that it 
provide \hat the dufieJ^attached lo jt weiftte' ‘'“^‘‘■‘ently understood m bcotiam' — 
performed? But then he asserted, that thA^l^fe bill was then read a third time and 
meddling with t%is proncit}, in lheman|i' 
ner proposed by the bill, was dangetoas tf 
the chuicb establishment; for the b^n 
seamed to be founded on tlie principle 
m&mtained by those who held that all 
‘ ntn, who were not employed 
es,ftwerc useless nsenmers df 
enC The Jaw allowed plu- 
jes,^» t^gyii|»^,'tfferefeii6, could not 
,jB||;aysg^e oj^eir livings; apd attach¬ 
ing; pqnglti^f^ that whicli the law per- 
n^Hed, lifttKffltended, was unjust. It also 


those clei 
, iiji paristi 
tijat eai 
rainii 
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iVtdnesday, May 11 

[De^^.s OF Brcnswich.] The Chan- 
cellot qftli^I^Lhequv mov ed, that theh^ ui<a 
shouiJ gp Hito a commttt ee.QCA maflj^ In 
thecomim: Skv rc- 

'commenmne ' Hess 

ofBiunswick • on. 

gent, exprer , on 

that? It would not be|^ecesARry tor lunifto 





into any detailed statement in order 
to Induce the committee to ncceWe to fhe 
Rest ^tion which he was to propose in 
cons oence of his majesty’s Message. It 
woui idle, to enter into the circum- 
'Stancf I which led to and accompanied the 
dcatl ^the illustrious pei sonage for hose 
relict ‘t was now^proposed to make a pro- 
visi'-t* It would n.Uui.dly ociiir to gon- 
^J^lien, thci'^he death ol that illustrious 
"^rsonage had been t ncoiintcTcd during 
nostilitics, m a cause in which the best in< 
terests of this country and of Europe were 
involved. "'^I^atevir iiupusMoii tlie event 
and cirLumstaiicos of that death might 
has e produced, it was not on that ground, 
but in cofiseipience of the iic.ir ielat' 9 n 
wh ich his lelict boio to his majesty, that 
"The pieii-iit application was made, lie 
was confident therctoro, that no objection 
would be made to enabling his majesty to 
proside out'of the consolidated fund an 
arlc(|uatc establislnncnt for the duchess of 
^Brunswick, who had sought an asylum in 
.her brother’s douiiiiions. The only ques¬ 
tion would be as to the quantuin of that 
provision. And when the coiniiiitiee con- 
suletcd, that she had biena soverf ign, and 
svas diiveii fiom lief leiiitorios to s<*tL 
lefugc in this country, he was eeitain the 
committee would act with libciality, and 
that the dilferem c of a few hundreds more 
«)r less w ould not be any object on such an 
occasion. It was iqion this ground that 
ids niajestv abstained from Kcotnmeiidnig 
any giant that might appeal extravagant, 
whilst his iiiajesty’s ministers, on the other 
hand, tin,light it tln'ir duty to avoid any 
niggardly limitation of the proposed provi¬ 
sion. Uiider that impression, he should 
move a Resolution to enable liis majesty 
'♦ a sum not exceeding 10,000/. per 
annum, out of the Consolidated Fund, as a 
provision for her royal highness the duchess 
of Btunswli k. The house was aware that 
an establishment to that amount had nl- ^ 
ready heeii advanced to the duchess of 
Rrunssvick out of the Civil List, singe fo*r 


Brunswick, that he consented tofhla retelh* 
tion. far from considering file hostility 
in which ^hat event had t^ett p^ace, as 
inv;olving t*e best ^interests of this comttey, 
he looked the last coalition alt most 
disastrous to tn^ cause of Europe; and to 
far was ^riiss'i j from being m* alUaltj^ 
w'ith thisVdiintry a) that period, that Wt 
wei e at w^r with that power. Undoubtu- 
cdly, a minister had been sent to negocitmt 
an accommodation with Prussia, but tHe" 
noble lord who had been sent on that misv 
.sion, had letiiriied without (having bean 
able to reach even his destination. He 
had said thus much, b^aus«> he would* nOt 
omit any opportunity of declaring hit 
opinion, that the last coalition had been 
ruinous to Europe. As to Jthe vote, he 
fully approved of ^t, tho' he should not be* 
committed to imy futvire proposition which 
the right hon. gent, might think proper to 
bring forward in addition to it. 

Lord Moipith highly approved of thd 
grant, and ti listed the nouse would always 
1 ecollect that Uie princess was an English-* 
woman, in addition to w'hatever claims 
might havf to their regard. 

Cemial Tmleton approved of the grant, 
and affirmed that the duke of Brunswick 
had, on diOerept occasions, done much set- 
^ icc to this country.—^Thc Resolution was 
then agreed to. • 

[VVcsraiiNs ren Ecection—Case op Pri- 
VIIKor,.] Sir Franiis liurdeii had waited 
till he saw the house in a .suQicient state of 
;il tendance, before he stated how he was 
circumstanced with respGct,to a transge^' 
lion which |n his pf it involved & 
breach,pf tlie p’-'vileges of that house. It 
would be^K.^ssary for him in order to, 
explaii^rh'e situation in w'hich he stood, 
to sf.c to the house a transaction whiOh 


taken (place in one of th(%oarts be* 
l^w. 1*1 w well known, that at tile last 
I dection foj^ the city of Westminster, the 
l-Oi^tors uaef nominated him as ona of the 
tfohdidsttei' without his knowing any thing 
, . _ the fact; and it was oply towards the 

arrival* in this kingdom ; in ijbnscqueote j of the election, that he was made ae- . 


of w'hich, he should have, on another ca 
sion, to inov c tho restitution of the 8i;ki s^ 
applud from that branch of reven'A^ *1 
— jVIi . W htibread rose, not to objCri^o tU*' 
^esMViion, for he concurred sej^ircly'lh 
the sgin-pt.-TTwli That was 

suic, woul'l,.flltail.ty;t^JVd^iady to shew 
its attachment ijt his naje<ty’s^ersoii and 
family. It was cn thatjp-ound alone, and 
nothin conseouepCt.''^ any circumstances 
that attended the dt^bth of the duke' of 


(^j^nted with it. llie electors claimed ^ 
be exempt from payiAg any part of tlte 
expeiice.of that election, and the Hf|^ 
Bailiff of Westminster had brought an 
tiqn against him os one of the c^ndidat^s,' 
to recover a proportion ofHbe*e|cpe)me of 
taking the Jhough diere wa4 

no law to autdorise suc^a demand, 
any custontto sanction the ' 

it was well known that he IfM n^’tal^ f 
any share or portion in the conduiQt^ 




tom to sanctimi demand, tue learned occasion; indeed, he felt he shou' 

' judge in the court belo^ had^ought yro- gize for oilering himself, as ther 
per to direct the jury iopai. a verdict motion before them. He tr;;^ ' 

against him, merely becaoRe he had .taken ever, that the house would ail n 

his seat.* This was- the I'^ason.J delivered^ state 4’hat occurred to him in t ic 

by that learned judger.to ihe /I'T, why he i at present had of the case; and ,ry 

had incurred the expenses for Which the attention that he could give tc ite- 

' action was brought. Now as to his taking ment of the hon. baronet, it aia t •>. 
bis seat, that was not voluntary on his pear to him to be a case in whic. the 
part, as. he had dune it in compliance with house could interfere. If the hon. baronet 
the writ, and any individual who may be was right in his conception of the law, 
elected, was compellable to attend and do respecting the misdirectioty^d^e learned 
his duty in that h«use. Yet the learned judge, he nadbeen very^ll advised by his 
judge had held that the circumstance of counsel, not to apply tor a review of the 
his having taken his seat had rendered tyhole case, by a motion tor i. new trial, * 
him liable tc expcnccs incurred taking or by a bill ot vxceptions. As he appre> 
the election. He wa% yet to lea^n what bended the case, .the action •iRcST'^een 
beneht it was to an individual to sit in that brought against the hon. baronet tor the 
house, if he came there to discharge his use which he or his agents had made of 
duty with integrity; and he was there- ceftain erections tor hustings,‘and the facts 
fore surprised to hear any learned judge went to be decided upon to a jury. The 
say, according to the law, as it is at pre- direction of a judge might be right qr 
sent, that a seat in tlyit house was any might be wrong, but in either case that 

odier than a burthen upon the individual house was not the proper tribunal in which ^ 

elected to that situ&tion. Ha was not, to have the proceedings of the court below 
however, surprised to find that learned reviewed. The course of practise in the 
jui^ge consider a seat in that house a be- administration of i#w, was in such cases 
nefit, as it was a stepping stone to the either to proceed by motion to the court 

bench. But he had not c'xpccted that a out of which the record issued for a new 

judge upon the bench would lay it down, trial, or by a bill of exceptions; and if 
that an individual for yielding obedience either of these had been resorted to by 
to the wril, had incurred, a penalty for doing the hon. baronet and not been successful, 
what, if he had not done, would have made there would be no relief for him. It was 
him liable to thq censure of that house, not for him to say whether or not the di- 
A person who had a imposed on him rection of the learned judge was correct ; 
Wght to be sufi^ed' ‘fwithout im- but the jury had no doubt decided upon 
pediment; bfit 'voluntary the evidence produced to them of the use 

act upon his paii, Uk, accord- made of the erections by the agents of 

tag to any. constitutK y^and he hon. baronet. That was his view 
knped that Jll such law w<. ,t alu “ subject, but it would remain for 
f«rgottes,/o subject him to anf^ sufii ^ .‘-aronet to decide what course 
alty. * It was said in lord Ra/mond , . , , rsue to attain any object h' .«ya * 

E irts, that judges did not un<7’;r.stwd ' 'loatemplatipn. 

ws of parliasnent Tlie mitter wai-«> t - Mr. vindicated .earned judge 

■mall moront to him, it was weA an o|^ > f|om the imputation having obtained 
ject of perfect indiffiirence, but it was % present exalted station by any party 
materiai importance. to eiei^rs raF smHces, dR contended that'his elevation 
■Westminster, and to the privilegMVf^ljfat feyalLaltogether owing to his transcendant 
itonsek 'He did noC make it a subject of'^jadelBs; as an abler or more upright judge 
^Aomplaift. What he mentioned the trans- piu ImW sat upon the bench. 

[netianJpV was, to know whether he was to'' ^L^ail&jpiier did not know that be wa° ^. 

wkb the demand that would Jbe n application oplfiai^- 

iii^ upoif hifkr, in consequence of the scriphn^ hoMjj^-ew*iKtiP%liat oc- 

dMifsieouf^ ' He applied J cmKed rj^ffitv Undoobt- 

mDi for the ffoose, in order, edTy» i ^ .^jertjtoodjaie letter, die 

If^hisydlently sabmHtitig to that hoa.im . bW.himself tothe 
•boWbn, thpi^ivilege of diat house should hojise t perfect n ^1a|ii^, on a tifuu- 
-Bd; nf&r any breacn in bis person. action which apneared ht>^. to-o^oent 
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vach of their privilegesf The hon. 
* in taking this course had done his 
^ >11^ ^and it was a grave question he had 
aubu ted to their consideration, so far as 
it rot ,1ed a breach of the privileges of 
s^at hk se, and affected the character of an 
emim . person in a high judiciaI,office. 
If he ■^he Speaker) had had any notice of 
^ 4 ^gpplicatiuii ; if he had but the 
, itesn.'Mmation of the intention of the 
<i. baronet,''he would have endeavoured 
vube better prepared to satisfy hisinquiiy. 
At present he had to apologise to the 
housed ly^.,should not be able to gi%e 
that satisfaction i^hich on such a question J 
W'as to be desired. The house could not 
be preoare^f ’U this instance to give ad- 
. baronet. What he wouM 
s, that he should wait, till 
consequence should lesult 
w .decision of the court below, and 
if he should .conceive that consequence to 
be a breach of the privilege of the house, 
he could not too soon bring it under the 
view of the house, nor could the house too 
soon proceed to take it into consideration. 
—After a few words from sir F. Burdett, 
disclaiming the having brought the ques¬ 
tion forward as a complaint, his object 
having been to obtain advice ftoin the 
house, the matter was allowed to rest 
there. 

[Da. Duiofssv.I Mr. Bui ham rose to 
make his promised motion respecting the 
appointment of Dr. Duigenan as a Privy 
Counsellor of Ireland. He began by dis¬ 
claiming all personal motives tow'ards the 
learned gent, with whom he had never 
happened to have the smallest intercourse 
"s his life, and whom he was disposed to 
"'■th respect, in every other view 
jnged to the subject of which 
tt to complain. This, how- 
' . iidcied as ^ much import¬ 

ance, that under similar circumstances 1)|B 
should not be deterred from a similar 
course, by any degree of respect which he 
either did or could entertain for 
man whatever. The motion was of 
greatest importance, for if it were receir 
It could not fail in a considerable d^ 
to couiUeract the ill efiects which 
measure (the reduction 
<$9vjQji|ishment) must iiifallibi 


The little importance of the thittg in itself 
added to the value of the occanon, a» ft 
mwe conr^vletely distinguished tiie iMi^ 
tion from e t, and the principle firaitt 
listers seized thU 
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this even not be tbi nappy result, still the 
discussion would do good. Heditfered diar- 
metricaliy with those who depilated 
Irish <lisqi.ssion in that house. It ww im* 
purtaiit that such discussion Should take 
place; that the catholics of Ireland should 
see that there were persons in parliament 
who entered into their feelings and e.- 
poused their cause ; that tlie eyes of the 
catholics should be attracted to the par¬ 
liament : for if ever, fancying themselves 
disregarded or forgot here, they should Ibok 
another way, the danger would be mu^ 
greater. He was therefore never alarmed 
by catholic petitions, and cared not ex¬ 
tremely in what manner their dissatisfac¬ 
tion was expre^ed. But when tlieir mur¬ 
murs should become not loud but deep* 
when they should no longer think it worth 
their white to complain, danger would be 
near at hand ; for there was no symptom 
so truly alarming, or which so surely an¬ 
nounced die near approach of political dis¬ 
solution, as the silence of a discontented 
people. Geildemen '..ignt wonder at hia 
taking 'tp this who liad no pecu¬ 
liar local kjowfedge, such* was not ne¬ 

cessary f > This occasion. Ail the premises 
heyW'r.ited were facts that weranotorioui^ 
all ^tie comlusions he should ^w were 
afipjicable t\ every cotuilxy in the vilbrld, 
pc wouid/uyllbe denied that tfie Irish ca-' 
thqlirs wCrei^eaUy discontented. Itmrould 
<iut be deofed that the church est^liah- 
nuient ii^reland was ano^mloua; bhii^ 


of the ' ''Li tacle ot a clergy in many parts wi|i)«at> 
illibly pf^' ^ *‘'duties to perform, pd a peopfe vV^lhani ^ 
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the means of religious worship} pjpknct* 
without a fldek, and flocks'Vitnoni a ptt-' 
tor. It musi t*v ,:>*pposed either with tho 
learned doctoA that the cadiblics were' 
hostile to the state; or it must bel&cpposed 
according to the better o]^pioa entei^ 

I' i 
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'tained on his bide of the house, that they human nathre seemed hardly capable, 'it 
were at least in preat danger of being reii* was dangerous to trust it too easil* 
doted so. He might venture ti^state that we saw how, with even a small dr / 
things were not mending ;|S'ut that this prejudice, it could lead even cc 
great branch of the ^inp» e, which'’for wise men into opinions and cond' 
some time past had been f sourtie of weak- from the usual benevolence of tlv , ' 

ness rather than of strcn<' .h, mts in some and ti^e Ubual intulligencc of tb 
danger'of becomih" a a^"' y*ol in the standings. (Jcntleinen, hoaste f 

hands of our enemy '« jneniY who aims'toleration. For toleration such /a 

at nothing less than ouV extinction, and is little thanks were due. They cou, ^ot 
already at our gate-' What, in such a de- now, w'cre they so dispoif&d, perse^t- 
plorablc state, w'as to be done, might be a with the rigour with which not catholics 
matter of didicult inquiiy, and require alone hut protestants also had persecuted, 
great loc.al knowledge; not indeed be- in former ages; they could not now deny 
cause your <oursc could be doubtful, hut all exercise of their own j^eli^ion to a whole 
becanscyonrtiincVas short. But it could peCple ; but they were us intolerant as the 
requite very little deliberation, to say that age would allow them to he. They sought 
you iught nut to hasten the crisis you tff keep this religion in a state of uegraua- 
arcad by paltry provocation and petty tion, depression, and difliculty. an»t 
insults : that you oughc not to encourage encouraged those wiio i-cpresentcd its fol- 
those whose whole Wfe ha< been occupied lowers as enemies to the state. How dit¬ 
in irritating and insulting them : that you fereiit a course w'ould the Christian rcli- 
ought not by marks of distinction to sane- gi«n direct, as it came pure from its great 
tion the Inngukgc of those wdio declare author ? I’hat had not less zeal for truth 
them enemies, or to placp in situations than compassion for error; that required 
of power those w'hom they regard as such, us not to think alike, but it coniniancled us 
There were some people who, viewing the to love one another ; that sought union 
unexampled success of the eacmy, and I indeod, but how ? It t.iught with gentle- 
how (fatally as it were) all those who 1 ness, it persuaded w'ith love. Would that 
had opposed him seemed but to workout approve the miserable expedient of cn- 
his own purposes, were led to conclude deavoiiriiig to bring over tlie cathoiies by 
that he was sent as a scourge to accomplish what was called encouraging one religion 
the total owsrthrow of the world. With and discouraging another ; making, at 
such opinion, Mr. Barham said, he did not most, proselytes of a fi‘w knaves ? No ; 
agree; but if any thing could lead one that would endeavour to bring over the 
into so gloomy a train of thought, it was religion itself, by ailbrding its iollowers 
what was passing in our own bosom. He every means of improvement and instruc- 
asked what wouluBuoiiapartc have desired, tion. No man would deny that an en- 
iii order to accu/npit^-b the sikojugation of lightened catholic of the present day was 
Great Britaih, but to d'vide it^ What widely ditlerent fnnn an ignorant catholic 
would he have desired in order to divide of the dark ages. Should we then have 
it ? He would h.avu said, let >rn- brouglitthe catholics no nearer to the " 

ment fall kuto tlve hands, not of ' ^ testunts, if for a dark, corrupt, and luuutis 
weak mcnTlor of such the itifli(er « ^ Catholicism, we pould substitutr the catho- 

be srilall and the power slmrti^’ , Ijpisin of enlightened and educated men; 
who stood high in public opii|t!i>ft not indeed free from religious error, but 

character aiid talents; butL purified of much religious error, corrected 

have addjcd, let them have suinAlkv >r^ > og*>ll false morality and all tenets danger- 
prejiidice''which must make a coiyiderable ’ V to civi Isociety ? Purified and cor- 
bodyofthe people regard thorn e* V’d, how? By its separation foom 
j^ies ; and finally, that the jealousy : power, with which if our own re- 

be irreconcilenble fatal, let the sub^ ^ \ i*h should form too close an alliance, it 
of it be religion. Unspeakable were t, degraded and corrupted also, 

blessings which religion bad showered on' > >tt order to asce^i[f ^ 

ifiankind ; but dreadfiil were ^)ie evjis wi»toleration, eithertodS^h 
which k fiad'occasioned, ufhen mixed in boc v , finitioi){|^r iinjuifS^to the 
whb an alley of humAHr^cejudice and . etyy ■ JBut let any man 

passion. Religions xeal, wien pure, did asl vbvA hs*. wt^d eongiuer as 

ifldeed^xaU man above manhood, but t his If he had fully 

nthencornipVn produced actions of which an ^ ally diseba^^d hitf duties aa « 
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’''tfCt of the state, he would expect, ^hat 
Natters which lay between God and 
\i conscience, he should not only not 
jshed, but also that he shoulcl not 
»ved of any common benefit which 
iw-subjects enjoyed. He would 
'e : he would expect that Kb should 
arked by any odious distinction) 
^.^vd to the aversion and jealousy of 
"^ellow'-Sbi^ects. All this was included 
m the principle of toleration, such as the 
hristian religion would teach, or a wise 
policy dictate; less than this might be 
submittetf^-!-^, but less than this would 
never satisfy ahy man who felt all the 
rights, and was willing to discharge all the 
duties, of a good snliject.—He believed 
't his religious opinions might lead him 
JTflVfti the tenet; of the Uomish faith 
those of any man in the house; but he 
ould not approve the abhorrence of that 
ndigion, which was inculcated and boast¬ 
ed of as if it w ei e a virtue. It could be 
no longer useful; it was no longer just. 
When tills religion svas abused by wicked 
and cruel men for tlie purpose of persecu¬ 
tion, it was natural tliat such abhorrence 
should be created, and that it should de¬ 
scend to a few subsequent generations ; 
but Tihen it apjicared that the will to per¬ 
secute no longc r existed, and, at any rate, 
the ])ower was gone, why nourish senti¬ 
ments that set one Christian against ano¬ 
ther? On what ground could such abhor¬ 
rence be justified ? surely not on the te¬ 
nets of their faith, a matter entirely be¬ 
tween God and their own hearts. On 
their claim to exclusive salvation, which 
nl^de some gentlemen so angry, had those 
'ht to be angry who adopted the creed 
'ii Athanasius ? These subjects might 
n/ proper for a polemic divine, but 
i be‘very ridiculous for a member of 
ament, or a chancellor of Ireland. 
i:'i his own part, however he might differ 
from their religious opinions, he could 
not easily be brought to abhor the r^i- 
gion which had been that of some of 
wisest and best men; that of a Fencl 
a Pascal; the latter of whom he/j^m 
nounced one of tlie brightest orra.'f^^ 


“ '' . .. . .L .. house bAmuae 1 thou^t 

my dutym to do; but as to tills pronao^, 
tioii, let not receive it if it can camn 
the least d»y "♦,'»nt. I will 
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dignity thijt; 
far be it fir 
mirable ^ 

If this she' 
can say ( 
every gr 
regard 
' right honv 


accept no 
ray country so dear; 
^become * right hon- 
«nce of Irbb blood/ 
3 happy coune, all 1’ 
Barham) is, that 
n £i Viand or Ireland will 
lore truly * honourable^ or 
ble * than he could be ren¬ 


dered by any mark of distinction wlucll 
kings can cither give or take away.—Ha 
concluded by moving ," That an humble 
Address be presented to his majea^, that 
he will be graciously pleased to 
rectionf that there he laii before this 
house, Copies, or Extracts, of all corrCs-. 
poiidence thet has ..passed between the 
lord lieutenant of Ireland and his majeaty^i 
sc( retary of state for the home depart¬ 
ment, touching the appointment of Patrick 
Duigeiian, esq. I,L.l). to be one of his ma- ^ 
jestv's mast Aonourable Privy Council in* 
li eland." 

The question beiag put, and the cry of 
the Noes greatly preponderating, 

Mr. r. B'ynnc ruse. He had expected 
to hear some reason offered for an appoint¬ 
ment likely to be attended w'ith so much 
mischief. The necessity of^the presence ^ 
of the learned doctor for the dispatch of « 
ecclesiastical business in the privy council, 
which was atiedged the other night, was a 
mere empty excuse, for the privy council 
ot Ireland exercised no ecclesiastical ju¬ 
risdiction vrhatsoever. He looked upon 
this appointment oy’prtibiealy similar iit 
motive' and effect to the appointment of • 
(jillard. When the Citholics werft 
''•■‘cred to hope for Mi the ri^ts 
id many others taught them 


avbiu 


I 



and perhaps the ablest chair 
Christianity could boast. He 
*''titlH|a^ion so as to render it a*' ^ 

as M.aQd he was not ^ 
that *t would be refftSie^ ^ 
he was not witli» 

S ent, would ri 
ie house, n^h 
Catholics is ifly 
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ast care ought to be taken to 
J[arouhl have the appearance of 
i.tudiou*'*’/T'iitating'and insulting them. 
•'iHtJ. declared, that theVamed 

^eiit s(y^^quent]y alluded to cm this oc¬ 
casion A^ad not himself inUde any appiica- ^ 
Ition rnatever for the appointment which " 
ffdi/d been tliought H to extend to him. 
The appointuient had been recommended' 
',on tlie ground that the learned gent, filled 
' the office of .fudge of the Prerogative 
Court, (he holdcis of which, with the ex¬ 
ception of the learned doctor's immediate 
predecessor! bad sat in the privy council. 
There wa^ a great deal of eedfsiastiegd' 
business relating to the unio.v and disunipn 
of benefices before the privy cooi^. 
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GldlK^iouses bad oecome matter of mort* 
extensive cate, in consequence 
brought in hy a right hon. 

3Sc» port^ last year. Thq pr ^ 

Judge ot the Prerogative O aft 
4ial to the dispatch of this nisi 
tipnointment being necc' ary, ^ 
tioming in the rhar^te* '>’o learned 
gent, to render it nnu’-' r. '1 e leariiwl 
gent, might have allVed his zeal for the 
cstab)ii>hed rburcli carry him into ian> 
ffuage too warm, and perhaps indiscreet, 
but that was no reason ivhy he should not 
be called to the service of government, 
where he was peculitgrly fitted to do service. 
Tlie le^ lied gent, was not likely to be a 
generaludviscr of the ‘lord lieutenant, or 
to be called upon for his advice, fie nas 
to be a privy couascllor,for ecclesiastical 
afiairs. Excessive zea^was oQen the cause 
of indiscreet language on both sides of the 
bouse, and every example that was cited 
ought to serve as,a warning to both sides. 
His own opinion was, that without dis¬ 
tinction of religion, every man ought to 
he Called upon to do service to the state, 
where he was particnh.rly qualified to do 
that service, and on that ground the learned 
j^Dt. ought to be appointed ot the privy 
council. 

Sir J. Neuport said, he had little idea, 
when he directed the attention of the house 
to the state of the Iri’ih Church, that he 
was by any means promoting such a ciiise 
to the country, as the promotion of the 
learned doctor. On vmat grounds did 
government seek toju>tifyso extraordinary 
an appointment ? Wiiy, because the 
urgency of ccc,^eb\.isii<.i t [^usines> required 
the presence ,pf a distiiigCUshed rivili.m. 
The house wopld tie surprised to near, that 
in England, ^vherc the eci lesiastTcal busi¬ 
ness was tenfold, the numberof ecplesisu* ic.< 
who attended the privy cuuni il/ vas nnu h 
less than in Ireland 1 As a pia;f of this, 
he referred gentlemen to every (tt-i lania- 
tion issued from the Castle of l.ub^in, tt> 
which the .mines of two or threK^islinj)^ 
weie almost alviays attachrd. why 
did he attempt, from any oflinal nmci. sg, to 
prove the little neci-^ity tiieie 
advancement of a man to whom 
every moral and political 
What! w'ould it be wise or rational to 
promote a men who, all his life—<iie oegged 
pjirdon, he believed only since.his acces¬ 
sion to a place under th? * Protestant 
C^ch,;^had declared himself Jiostiie to 
majprity of the Irish people? 
He^ienied thtd it was usual to appoint the 
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Judges of the Prerogative Court pri *^3* 
counsellors; and even if it w’as, he ly 
make an exception here. He iiny 
iiiinisters to pause and see what thr 
about. He begged them to re 
whole tenor of their intolerant r 
lion. Ht‘ begged them notd».. 
t^liberately to drive aw oppress 
high-spirited jieojilc step by step iht 
bellion; to hariass them by^rfl-ry spec-i** 
of outrage and insult. 

Mr. Bere^ord maiiitained that whoever 
charged the Roman Catholics with being 
bad subjects, libidlcd and boiwd them : 
but to call in question afiy appointment 
for language made use of m parliament, 
ho\>jever indiscreet, was at oned to intei- 
fere with liie piirogative of the ciown, 
and the first piirilege^ <t' parliai«v;>i, aee- 
doin of speech. 

Mr. Turney ssonid have wished much 
to have heard some of lus maji sly’s minis¬ 
ters undertake to defi nd the present ap¬ 
pointment. Ail that be knew of the 
learned doctor w ho was the object of it,, 
WHS, that be undeistnod iiim to be a man 
whose life had been o« copied in religious 
contentions; ,nid that all ihc sentmunts 
which he had delivered in that house, 
were given msuch a manner, and cairicd 
to so extiavagant a length, that he believ¬ 
ed there was not a single member ni the 
house who would ventute to say that he 
concuiied with him. The learned doctor 
had long held the oiliee w hich he now hedd, 
and it was iievci befoie thought necessary 
to raise him to the rank of privy counsel¬ 
lor. What eould be the motive, then, of 
such an appointment at the present time ; 
or how' could his majesty’s ministers sup¬ 
pose, that in lecummeiiding such an ap- 
poiqtment, they were cheiishiiig tl|j>' 
ty and haunony which it appe''.H to he 
his majesty’s earnc»t desiic to cultivate ? 

He wished to hear some of his majesty's 
ministers slate, for what merits the leain- 
erl,doctor had been recommended. 'J'he 
■ sot, of defence of the appointment which 
lhe^ ;ight hon. secretary foi Ireland (“ir A. 
'i^)^cl^psley) h.id made, was any thing but 
■;ary to the learned doctor. He 
that his power of doing mis- 
very limited, and that he 
w mid failed upon for his -- 

on t "If^^A^cal questions. se¬ 

curity 'w4s ..^^p(ir<Cae house and* the 
couiwry, that 'the l/arn^* doctor would 
abstain from anj^f V'C J^^ies of a privy 
counsellor? As he appoint¬ 

ed, iie might think ivlus ddty to oilerliis 
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)n all subj«ct8, and there could be Lord H. Petty expratted his surprMa)^ 

Ip doubt of the tendency ot bis that his ’ '^lesty’s ministen dioald intm i 
f it were followed. The cadiolics thought iroper time ibr promi^ng ‘ 

id had no quarter to look to but man % remarkable for nothing 

and he conceived that it was the so mud ooted hostility to a con^ 

< ^he house to address his majesty, derabie^ ' fion «of the population of 

p 'm not to listen to little narrow- this en rVhen the gentlemen on 

m ots, but to the general feeing the othi the house did not veKe* 

oft , A noble lord (Castlereagh) tore to in favour of the nat| ^ 

a<rti a rigtfi 'ion. gent. (Mr. Canning) ap- who wa lect <<( their choice, it ap.>* 

'Speared this night in a situation peculiar y peered to him that tWeir silence, bowev^ 

awkward. It was the boast of the right prudent, must yet be considered as a gmlQT 
lion. gent, to be the representative of the silence. If the appointment was agreeable 
opitiioiis^ Mr. Pitt. He would venture to their opinion, they ought to defend it $ < 
to say, that if* Mr. Pitt were living, he and if it was not kgreeable their opi* 
would be ashamed of such an appointment nion, they should not have made Their 
as would ^disc the learned doctor to ^he silence might be m some respeifts par* 
lank of a prny counsellor, and that he doned,Tor there might be asfartitioiis una* 
Mieir h.ave lent himself to that lit- iiimity m siienca; whereas, in speaktog)^ 
tic contemptible system of irritating a some ditTereiu:es might have arisen, 
people, W'hich the piesent administration Mr. Curwen said, if the right hon. gent, 
appealed tt> have adopted. It wouj^d be (Mr. Canning) ever had any portion of 
hard for them to prove, that tlie promo- the respect of the housetor the public, ha 
^ tion of Dr. Duigeiun was an object equal must or ought to have forfeited it by |ij|^ 
' to die tianquiUiiy of four niiUiuiis of sub- present coiufurt. When the world saw 
yects. It would be luird for them to per- that house debating in the manner^ey 
!;uade the eatholics of Ireland that tiiey had done this night, it was impossible noi 
had nothing to feui iiom those prejudices to think that if the people had energy^ 
w IiilIi had do tated the writings and the the ministers had none. There was a s^ 
speeches ot the learned doctor, it ap- oret influence in the cabinet of this coon* 
peaied to him to be a puie, wanton, and try, which Mr. Pitt would have spumed 
gratuitous insult to the feelings ut the e'a- at, and sihirh any man wbi^had been, a$ | 
tiiolics of IiiKind. He thought it was the.right hon. gent, pretended to be, in* 
impossible that there could be any justifi- his confidciice, an^ emalated his condocl^ 
ration for it, and that it was a symptom of must equally ]iai||^eapised. 
a general sj stem to be adopted again^'t Mr. IV. .VmitVUtssured the hon gen¬ 
tile lights and against the feelings of the tlemcn on the opposite side of the house, 
catholics of Iieland. tliat a gre|t majoiity of those who were 

Sir Robert II ilhams said that whatcvci in the liabit of r''gu1ar]y opting with mi* 
r t be his opinion on the general sub-* nisterl di^ not scruple to ceisure the met* 
what was called Catholic cinamipa- sure of making doctor Duimnan a privy 
^.ould by no means approve of. the counsellor in the severestYrms. 
ii'^^ich seemed now to be adopted, cPnl«v hail ministers gieat pown over them- 
.. heaping insult upon insult on the Ca- 'selves, bt4 they seemed also to possess 
thnlics of Iiekind. Upon the gendfal complete influence over those of their ' 
question which was to come on, he might own pdWOin preventing them say- 
probably be of the same opinion which mg a sii^e word in defence of this most 
ins constituents had expressed; but' heH extranr^ary proceeding. Al for what 
was sure hiv constituents never couldmp-i had from the right non. secretary fl»r. 
prove of such a wanton insult a^*this<i Irelam, the reasons whii h he had given, 
appeared to be to the Catholics *tor"This proceeding were not only wholly 

laud. 1 unsa'isfdctory, but he did not believe 

Colonel Montague Mathexo it arr 'hem to be the true reasons. Bat thoagb * 

ti’^i^^unable insult to helan^'^nd cve^ he had no hope of extracting any expla- 
one^Sfe.CTC.V’d with Ireln»* ’ »use iiati< n br defence of the tet^m his ma* 

of commons, and tot* *t large," jesty’s confidintial ministers, he assured 

that his majes^ft n» ^ .ot%on-‘ them thit il persisting in their silence, 

descend to ofre^ any .auon on this they beljgved they would persuade tfta 

scandalous qpjpoif^^^ , out sat silent re- country, that this silence arose from ally 

lying on Uieirlnsjority. * other cause than a total inability to ^n- 
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dkrate their conduct to the house and the 
publict they were teiy much mistaken. 

Mr. Wtndham, semt; tiiat the/r^i\t hon. 
I^tlemeii sat still completely < ^le'i-bound^ 
professed to entertain se'iy itth hope of 
rousing them fioin the t>utp of sn eiicc and 
Stupor into which thc\ l)|J fal' '‘iV The 


-ifcfr. Barhasi’l Motion, ire. 


Vie 


appointment was of the utmost iinpoitanfe,* 
wiien combined with the other acts of pi<-* 
nisteis, the tenure by which they held 
their oihees, thf pioinotioii of Mr. O' Paid, 
and the cuitailed giant to the loiegeof 
Mavnooth, in the discussion of wl t h, to 
use asulgir phrase, ‘ the c.it had been 


feelings whi( h this sdcn 4 r ted, were i l^t out of tlie bag;’ and, aftti much 'egal- 
in the first instance tljL«t>f im ignatmn, . giaiumatn al discussion on the metau of 


but these had ahea(|£ subsided into com 
passion, and he wfs .ifiaid that they 
would terminate in iidicule and laughtci 
Never, smee the Speaker sat in the c haii 
of the house, was thcie an example of 
Ruch conduct in th^ oflicul «eirants of 
Uie crimwil If, howoer, they weie in- 
sensibfAto w hat they ow cd, both to the ii 
public outy, ^id to tin ir prnate Cli.n al¬ 
ters, he implored them ^^o have pity on 
those fiom whom on this ^scning they 
expected suppoit, and to assign soiiie'iea- 
sons tor the sole ssliich thiy expected 
them to gne. it,, must be inijilicit runfi- 
dence indeed, which was given, sshni 
those who looked tor it, w odd not esrn 
deigtl to ask it. What must be the n li- 
gion, while a monkey is the god? W'oiild 
notiting, he asked, opc rale upoit the right 
hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Canning) who 
was such an advocate foi boldness and 
openness of proceeding ? on was the whole 
burthen of debate on that side of the 
^ house to be left to the g<illant general (sir 
A. Wellesley) and the hon. unciei 
the gallery (Mi. Beres^d) ? The foiinir 
had stepped forward iMh much /cal and 
intrepidity; and in su^ a task, courage 
was certainly wanting, tor never fiefoie, 
he firmly belicycts, had thit gallant oflic er 
volunteered ou such a toi h>i n hope .* 'J'he 
amount of hia dciein e was, tiiall the ap¬ 
pointment wdC not of iiiatciial luiportaiiie, 
and, as far ^ iclated to doctoi DuigcQaa 

E ersonally, no danger was to Lc .nfppic-,' 
endeef from it, because he vas to be 
tetheied down in the council, !^’~ 4 nly to 
bn let ‘out on ecclesiastical\uc,stions, 
The other hon. gent, chose a diflr' 
of atgument; hi gave up both tltv cause 
and the doctor; contending that 
tooser of the motion should be n< 
oecause it was not laid on pioper grounils. 
He had not, however, condescended to 
state any grounds for the vote of those w lio 
were expected to oppose it. Tjie hungry 
sheep looked up, hut they were not fed , 
tmy were not giatificd wit||L the boon of 
so^murh^as a single argument. In oppo- 
si&n to *the allegation of the gallant oili¬ 
er Mr. Windham contended, that the 


the vvoid toleration, vihi(.h^w<ix dcri^v,^ 
fioin io/eto, to enduie, had avowed their 
intention, not indeed of altogt tlier stai v ing 
the catholics, hut of putting them upon 
shoit allowance of idigious a... ruction. 
Ivcver, he confessed, w as then such an in- 
stanec of infatuation as they had exiiihited 
on ^lat occ''sion, loi though they found 
the thing leuiy done to their hands, 
nothing would .atist) them buU.cn.tlinig 
It. 'Ihe pusciit appointment was tsyinp- 
tom indicvliic of then intention to perst- 
vcie 111 tlie same system, .uid ml^lIt be 
consMert d as a led flag hung out to the 
lush catholics 

Mr UkithHud thought it niipossihh to 
add to the aiguiiicnts, or the piovocatioii, 
which had been usc'd to stimulate ininistcis 
to speak upon the present question He 
could only now ask the se right lion gentle* 
nun, in the langtiage which had been put 
to a noble loid on aiiotlici occasion, 
* W'lll you vet sit still in dumb elespui <■* 
He dskc'cl whethei the} weie like ajuiy, 
agiced among themselves, and it the y 
weie, to spe‘ak. h} then foieinan They 
seemed to be eoniplelely spcli-bound, as 
had ]ust be'en stated bv his nglit Jieiii. 
friend ; but he pereeueel fioni then coun¬ 
tenances that tiic} weie vet alive. He 
could easily leael in the counUnaiirc of a 
right hon. gent (Mr (aiming), who was 
fond of sometimes leading m his, tli.i» 
light hon. gent, was fully as n^aticiit of 
Ins silence as was the house, and^tliat if he 
wonld speikhis sentiments, it would be 
111 icpiobatioii of the appointment of doc¬ 
tor Duigenaii to a seat m the pi ivy coime il. 

" as easy to perceive that then was no 
[syoViathy, no union in the oabniet, and 
thatwiiiiisteis were united only for the 
iinp^ of creating disunion. He ob- 
fin’i.tlf^hat many gentlemen who were 
k ‘‘•y their attendance were ab- 

froinwe house this evening, 
amo- er tM^'^^veial aealous of 

ministcis*, who were prelent, 

he eiemandeJ*^*^ tli^ w a single man 
who would use uj add an^iove bf the ap¬ 
pointment of dfxito, yyto fflan |o the office 
of privy counscUorJ ttevitting to fhe 
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o\)l^inate silence of ininisters» Mr. Wbit> 
expiesscd an appreltcnsion that the 
inc'^'tdtion miulii nut be dissulved till one 
of tM^iurtics went forth intf> the lobby, 
liut Vt«n they did tegain their power of ut- 
terancl, he expected that they would make 
amplji amends for their present tacitur¬ 


nity. /lie had read somewhere, that when, rcioinmen 
.1.- r \_..f.i_ _ _ ..r .1. 


theof lortl Anson’s ship of discovery 
in cold latitude, their tongues 
'il^Mnud to be frost-bound, but that as soon 
as they came into more temperate regions, 
there was a clatter atnong them cpiite as 
remarkabl«'>as their former silence. In 
like manner, he* had no doubt that flic 
hon. gentlemen were now treasuring up all 
the shot timt was fired against them, wjjh 
the intention of dischaigingit back against 
' ' c.rilants m a single voiles on some 

eai lyoccasion. He coiii’luded w ith stiong- 
ly expressing his opinion, that the learned 
d'oetui was the iniM unfit man v\ho royhl 
possibly be ilioseii for a privy couscllor in 
lie! ukI. 

• Mr. liOckliurt rooe, amidst a loud try of 

• (pitstum! question!’ He said, fiom the 
tuin tile debate had taken on theotlur 
side ot till 1 1011 sc -111 sliould wish toi some 
little mtoiIllation. He was anxious to 
know how tar they mt-ani to i-airv their 
intoli 1 iiiic'- Hitiu-ilo tlu-v h'ul b< eii dc- 
!»aliiig how tar the disabilities ot the C.i- 
tliolitsweie to be takiii oil. The house 
was now ilisMissing how far .i leaineil 

ntleinaii, who h.ul txprissed an .iident 
opinion 111 taxiiir oi tin Jhottsi.mt leligion, 
w as iintit tor a situation of trust uid liunour. 
Instead ot n moving the Catholic tli'ahi- 
lilies, the geiiticnu n opposite t ailed upon 
the house to dcgriule a man toi using 
^utioitg language in fax(iiii ul Ins leligum 
■»<T-ii s was their leligioiis tohiatioii, |>e 
was atrael it might degenerate into n li- 
y'gions apathy and indilK-reiice. 

Mr. liatham said, that he w'as awaie tluft 
a rnemher who biought foiward a specific 
motion, was, hy the rules o( the house, tn- 
titled to reply, but as nothing in the sliap.- 
ol argipiient had bten urged on the otb-r 
side, lie had iiis doubts whether he siueild 
avail himsedf of the courtesy granted i^uii 
siieh occasions. Ihe hon. member t 


not think 
with m< ^ 
induce tl 


of deiivei 
their lordst 


[Dt'ciisss or BRU]sjswTc!ts,] 'J%i 
of the dreeing reail for taking into con-**' 
sideratijirkis majesty’s Message, ' 
JairJ Wytobserved, that ho could 
’ssary to detain the hotite 
i fefV words, in otdeir to 
rfully to coticuf in 
vbjeh lie had the honour 
u'^is majesty. When 
eco^cted the military 
talents and general cnaractcr of the duke 
of Brunswick; when they recollected the 
share he bore in a contest, which was not 
more the contest of Prussia than of Eng¬ 
land ; when (hoy recollected his fato^ 
his melancholy fall, and the in9[g|]jUy 
oficrod even to his remains by' the njerof 
lu-ance, dll of which must be ftill green in 
their lordships reaolloctions ; when they 
reflected how nil thosf siifierings of that 
illustrious prr%oii must have preyed on the 
feelings of his illustrious consort, in whose 
In half this rccomiiieiidation came from his 
majesty, for the comfort and dignity of her 
age and rank ;*w'hcn they reflected on^er 
near 1 elation to liU majesty; they wooid 
surely do ^ith alacrity, what that house 
w as ever ready to do—^give eager proof of 
tlieir attac limcnt and afrcetion to their so- 
\I reign, in furthering whatever object 
they knew he ll’ad at heart. His lordship 
concluded with moving an address to his 
majesty, assuring his majesty that that 
house would cheerfully concur in promot¬ 
ing the purjioseuf hpxoyal communication. 

Iain! Auckland spoke highly in praise of 
the vii tiii-s of the illustrious duchess, and 
was sure tha| every Irtyal^subjcct would 
leadily agree to the address.* 

'I'he lHarl^f Laud rdak rosA not to op* 
jiose the iiduicss, but to nanowlhegrounds 
on w4iu ii alone it ought to bAproposed. 
'riiS house ha.1 nothing now to* do with 
tlie inihTdryM.ilents and career of the duke 
of Ifrunsw ic’^ or w ith the contc.st in w-hichi 
lie had ItflrHwcn engaged. All thediouse 
should c*ns'aer was, that the illustrious per* 
sun t<>r t^>m suth an establishment \vas 
propost(i|Fwus very nearly connected W'ith 
liis ingi'^ty ; for if, i/i the present state oC 
^'uifc runtiiient, c\ery niifbrtunatc prince 
princess were to seek a retreat and ah 


briefly adverted to some observatii»-h^'fl’lnrh*»^stabhshment in this country, merely OQ; 
t.I‘i4{^m the other side ; alter t)ii!'^*thc seme of tlieir misfortiitics, it Was ho^ 


bouse wets'll 
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It, 


HOCsi^F*' jnns. 
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imifkely ftiat»we might iiasc^insdiy candi¬ 
dates fur the bounty of the. British nation.* 
II he was not wi«ngly informed, this illus¬ 
trious persojj had already a pension «n tbe^ 
Irish establishment, which, with what Wi^ 
now proposed, which he understood 


It wiyf 

to» 
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10,000^. per annum. Would amount to an 
income of 1 *,0001. a sum which he would 
not say was either too great m/ oo^litUe ; 
,but this he most observe, tha^/iv'iiouse in 
granting it, were not vAy f''.nsi|kent; Yor 
surely if the sister /if the/ i(ing.\ who was 
only th% daughter of a p mee *if Wales, 
was entitled to such w e;t*”^'.|sb(nent, the 
daughters of the kii/';^' l^gl. nd should 
be entitled at least/io the same, while it 
was well known the princesses were not 
allowed even one half of that sum. This 
inconsistency, however, he should now 
leave to the reflection of their lordships.— 
The question was ^hen put on the address, 
and af^'fled to nem. diss. 

Rkversion Bill.] On the 
moti(^ that J^he bill for susuendingthc mak* 
ingof such grants be r^eau a third time, 
^e £arl of Lmdcrdalc rose, and re¬ 
peated his objections to the bill. It was 
wholly difti^eut in principle from the bill 
that had,.bceq introduced in the com¬ 
mencement of the session, and was by no 
mea^s such as the committee of finance 
hau in contemplation, or as the country 
was led to expect. If that was all the com¬ 
mittee of finance thought of dfiing, then, 
indeed, the people would be disappointed. 
He fondly hoped to see the enquiries pcnc- 
Uratc intothc great departments of govern¬ 
ment, the navy, the army, the ordnance, 
where great and essential savings might 
be made : but if their object w'as only to 
abolish some sinecure places, which he 
rather thought should be retained for the 
reward of public services, then, instead 
of promoting economy, it might be found 
that they would have increased expcnce. 
But nothings more displeased him in the 
bill, thro^eing it was the result of a 
petty coi%/iK>mise between ministers, who 
wished tr secure their places, and that 
party by whom this bill had tithefto been 
opposed, and who possessed i secret influ¬ 
ence which was known to be^llr, to make 
or unmake ministers. , j 

Lord Harroudtjf perfectly con\jrred with, 
the noble lord who' spoke last, to the 
propriety of retaimng some fut.,'] from^ 
which his majesty, ml^t be enabidd 
reward services, where the persons who 
had 'rendered those services, had not been, 
born to hereditary wealth. Such a fund, 
he thought sinecure places migiit contri¬ 
bute to supply. He differed wid.ely, 
however, from that noble,, I6rd as to his* 
insinusitions of a comprmnise; did not the 
ery nature of the constitution depend on 
alnpromise ^ otherwise, could public bu- 


i, i9(k^Siig» IXiHOaiion. [ 1^0 . 

siness be c^ried on for a moment without 
tactical compromises ? He thoughl/ljjfi''' 
ouse of commoas bad acted wisek in 
new-modelling the bill; and that Mieir 
lordships acted wisely in assentina't/ it. 

Lord Holland was surprised tmsee the 
house deserted by those who had prognos¬ 
ticated such alarming mischiefs frUn the 
^bill. This to him was a new pr^‘ that 
the passing of the present bil],wi^ a i.-at- 
ter of compromise ; not of that sort of • 
compromise of which the noble lord op¬ 
posite had just spoken, but a compromise 
that was to keep ministers in,jtheir places, 
while they removed thejibjections of that 
party upon whom their power tvas known 
to depend. , 

*I.ord Hawkesbury and the T/ird Chan¬ 
cellor disclaimed the doctrine V:!'. 

was subversive of Che constitution, inimi¬ 
cal to the prerogative, or repugnant to 
the dignity of that house. If it had any 
suhh tendency, it never should have had 
their countenance and support. 

The Earl of JJamley did not think tlu 
bill sufficient, but he still should support it, 
and consider it as a pledge of what the 
house was further disposed to <lo, and as a 
I>ledge which he trusted tliey would re¬ 
deem.—^Thc bill was then read a thiid 
time and passed. 
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[Si Gsn Distillation,] iMr. Yorke pre¬ 
sented a Petition from the land-owners, 
corn masters, and inalistcrs, of the county 
of Cambridge, against the proposed mea¬ 
sure of exclusive Distillation from Sugar, 
lie hoped that the chairman and members 
of the West India committee, who had 
recommended that measure, would - 
bring foiward the motion on Mopday, hut 
that they would give time for tne s.itisfac- 
tory examination of the voluminous docu¬ 
ments that accompanied the report. The 
importance of the measure required ma¬ 
ture deliberation, and he was sure the 
cptinliittee could not wish hurry it 
through the house. 

^ it^ird Binning had certainly no wish for 
jjl.tLproper haste, but no delay could take 
jplace.,c<;utsUtenlly with any prospect of 
measure into effect thu ji;^^ 
* % words from 8ir_^,^clli-|>ort, 
thef" sjpp to the conveisation 

as^ir tdaft* - d Biigning being again 
appealed to, ' \ fib* reasons 

jaireaily statci persist in 

bunging forw..,a hiL^otidp*on Monday. 
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[flP almer’s Claim.] Major Palraer 


• ■ -'M 


moved. Tiiat tlie hoase should resolve it¬ 
self in o a Committee to consider the Re¬ 
port oi( INir. Palmer’s Peliliuii. • 

TIiq CliftnctfiJor»qf the Exchequer gave his 
consciu to llie motion, on the ground, ihalf 
a/.;.ommiucv, would atlbrd the most satis- 
lactory mode, "according to tlic opinion of 
the honourable mover, for discuiwing the 
merits of the case: he begged, however, 
to be undoiistood as by no meaiLS, from his 
acquic.scence in iiiis step, giving hi.s con- 
curience to the measure, or assimting, in 
any degree, to llie principle of opening 
anew an sirrangeinent long closed.—^'Inc 
iiou..; L.'.ving gone into a (Jomniittee, 
Major Palmer rose and spoke as follow's; 
—Sir ; Ui. l'ore I state the grounds of the 
motion I mwin to submit to tbc considera¬ 
tion of the liouic, I beg leave to say a few 
word.s in e.vplunalion of the reason which 
*nas induced me to come I'onvard on this 
oct'asion. 1 trust 1 .sliall stand acquitted 
of any impropriety in being the advocate 
of St bat may be considered, in some 
degree, my own cause. I am fully aware 
of the dilliciiUy and didicacy of my sitna- 
tian, and how much 1 stand in need of the 
patience and kiml consideration of tho.se 
whom 1 have the honour to address, to 
enable me to execute what I have felt my 
duty to iinilcrtake. The dillicully 1 speak 
of consists solely in that appreheii'sion 
W'liich 1 comeivc mu.sl he natural to any 
one, like mjself, unacenstomed to aildress 
this house, and which 1 think may have 
occurred even to those whose abililie.s jus¬ 
tified a confidence in I heinsc Ives, which I 
• 'lerive from a conviction that, in the 
^ present I'^stancp, no talents on my part 
can be nsjnisitc.—1 beg to as.sure the 
house, that whatever my own feelings may 
be, 1 have not a wish to excite an interest 
with them beyond that of honouring me 
with their attention, and doing that-impar¬ 
tial justice ill. this case to which, it*their 
own, they might conceive themselves en¬ 
titled ; and that 1 have no motive in per¬ 
sonally bringing it forward, but to cono^El; 
any cfiscuasion that may be nec.!issary oii&i 
of the Petitioner in suchr'n^manitj^ ' 
as to siiiBW jfow much he Wishes 't«r«:^id 
the sITghtest personal disrespfCC'to* those 
with whom it mi^ have be.'ii*)ns oiisfisr- 
tune to hafe ditjered oiy/Jiis subject, and 
those of w’ho|e li^eraJUV in leaving it, to 
the tfnbiiMsed {RKiHdh of the only courWto 
You XI. 


which he can appeal, ro om will be 
sensible^han himself.—Sir; I mean, ^ 
short! ua^^ssible, to occupy the utlentipn 
of th^pEse; and to ibis ellect,, sUatt 
merely rlovf "read the Report 6f't.h« 
Commilt^' bll( 4 W it with a motion 
conform'* ‘ pbscrvatioq^ therejil 

conlaiiK - ; uch motion meet tlt^ 

approbatiai. -i 'siwc, it w ill be unno?* 
ccssary for me u.- it further trouble: 
but in the event of a a flcrencc of opiniori, ] 
humbly beg leave to expix'ss my wisb> 
that 1 may be allowed to take an early 
opfiortuiiiiy of answering the objections 
which may occur to miy hon, gentJeptejti 
who have read the Evidence uptflLwhi^ 
this Report is founded, in doing tfHbpKif, 
I presume not for a momcijt to ^reven^ 
other hon. geiitlemcu from otleiing their 
.sentiments ; particul.irly iho,c to whom I 
feel so liighly*indeb*ed for the pains they 
have taken in the irnestigation of this 
business, and that time and attention they 
bc.sto\ved upon it in tbc ConniAuee. Rut 
having, as 1 hope, made myself master of 
the subject, 1 think an earl.er repiy^iScrMny 
part th-an 1 believe is customary with the 
mover of il question, may tend, perhaps, in 
some measure, to shorten this descussion ; 
and should 1 be so fortunate as to answer 
ucli objeclious to the satisfiictioa of the 
house, i am sure the advocates in the 
cause will not regret any trouSlc I may be 
the means of saving them in its defence, 
nor feel the loss inclined, in case of failure 
on rny pari, to render me that assistance 1 
iiuiv stand in need of. 

'i'iie 
iieen 

foilow’ing Resolution; vix.~d‘ That this 
“ hou.se is'of opinion that Mr. Palmer is 
ei^itled to the sum of £. IjmOO a year, 
together with £. 2. 10.i. per sjpnt. on the 
‘i net rt5vetf,ie of the Post Office excusing 
“ the sum |)f £, 240,U()0; to be paid up- 
fromjWd^h of April 17if3, and duriiijg 
" his lim, ,<fccording to the proviillons of 
" his Ap:^ointment of 1789; 4«du^'ting 
" ihe su^ of £. 3(K)0 a year received sub-. 

“ sequent to the 5th of April 1793.” 

* Mt* Long rose and said :—I canao#. 
avoiii acknowledging, that 1 feel very greft 
j, astonishment at the House being now caU^ 
upon to express their sentiments upon an 
arfangemeiy; which they ly^d 
decided upon several years befi>re, ana 
which I have glways considered to be ^ 
transaction perfectly satisfactory to 
public piinfl. A Committee was apiboint w 
m 1797, upon whose Report parliami^'*^ 


e Report of the Committee having 
read, wajor Palmifr |ubmitted the 


M 
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wAtA agsiinst the meriti of a Petition 
reoiMly similar to this, and I caimot con* 
cive upon what grounds the gent. 
iOpes,that the present house of it^mops 
rill act so inconsistently*with tbAr former 
pinion as to agree to the preset^ motion, 
rhe grounds of their former depisfon were, 
hat Mr. Palmer had failed m the perform- 
Ulce of his agreement r..r. P. was bound 
b fulhl the duties if the station in the 
l^ost Office to whichVte had been appoint' 
sd ; he fkiled in that respect, And upon 
hAt failure he \^as removed. Mr. P. s\as 
irst suspended for refusing to obey the 
irders of the PostjiMasters Genet al, for 
indeat^nritig to throw the Post Office 
AtC’^onfusion, to create unnecessary ex- 
i)ehce,^nd tivronder the delivery Af letters 
late. [Here the ris'ht hnn. gent, read 
rarious extrarls from,Mr. P^ilmcrs Cotre- 
Ipondencevvith hisDepnty Mr.Bonnor.(«)] 
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« 

Afipr the perusal of letters like these, •!, 
cannot forbear mentioning my surpiiae, 
that it is possible fur the committee to have 
sent in such a Report as that w'hich I now 
hold in my hand—a Report recommending 
Mr. Palmer’s regard to economy! when 
the facifestablished by the letter respect¬ 
ing Wilson proves so g^oss a wanB_^of it 
upon Mr. Palmer’s part. The cMarge of 
creating unnecessary confusion m the Pc=t 
Office I think is amply substantiated by 
certain arrangements recommended with 
respect to the intei lOr peisons in the (’otnp- 
trol ler General’s Office. It was %Uid in these 
letters that one of the prisons so lecom- 
mtnded, instead of doing his duty \VQuld 
entploy his time in qnarielhtfg with his 
supeiiors. Inflate delivciy of letters is 
also mentioned in .';e letters to Uc^a'pio- 
bable conseque nee of some of the arrange¬ 
ments recommended. After all this, it 


(o) Jjtttcn frfim Mr. Paimir to Mr. 
Bonxor j Jleliveied to the VoHt7nastet General 
Mr. Uonkor. —[Repoit, p.OO.] —Salis- 
>ury,'^)ctober l6th, 1788 .—Dear B.—1 
iear, by Lloyd, of U»e fag you base at 
Bow Street: whoever the viflain is, I 
Itope it will be bruuglit home to him, and 
that severe example jnit a stop to 
these frauds so disgraccfiih to our office, 
ifou have not been able, I suppose, to see 
Rose about Morse’s application—If y ou 
;oald send to Chinnery aliout it, or get 
tome answer or otbci for Moi sc, 1 should 
>e glad. I will write to lord W. to-iuor- 
row; he is going on just light: 1 hope 
rou have kept his letters, as^,they would 
^ify any thpig ever so absurd or extra- 
tls^^ant.—lesson I would haw given 
Wilson is tn s; that it is impossible for 
me, or anyone the most ignorant, nqt to 
be sensiblc^o the shameful conduct of the 
busmens, or charges of his hi^Is, and not 
afficimty to condemn it; at the same time, 
I have recommended lord W. tayiQ^ it, and 
iball cbntinue to do so: as, hVii^ made 
the ebargf, if he recedes from it,dt will be 
proclaiming hin.self a rascal. I ^nk lord 
W. sa'br Wilson himself^ and give him or¬ 
ders to spare no eiyience, &c. if 8orthae> 

should be the ymint press^ by Wilson_ 

C shill advise him to see Wilscm, who must 
be d-- ^ - d firm tvitb him j insiM: on every 
hi;ficle beiijg jiist; that he has«chargbd 
dtothiogfbr his trouble, that 200 1. could not 
jjlay hia loss in his other l^juincss, by at¬ 
tending to this, which made him very ill; 
•A4he nftii time his character w6s called in 
y^iQO;* to be s^pected and treated in this 


mahnir, alter all he has done fin the office, 
tilt* w'orld will cry «iliamr on it; that to 
get down the price foi < titying the Mail, 
&c.—that they undcistood they should 
always have ‘id. a inilr the first price; 
that m obeying my mdeis, and assisting 
to ^et it down to a penny, he got the ill- 
will of all his paitiieis and fitends; that 
he saw they would not do it much longer, 
if thiy had not thou old puce, and what 
they deserved, foi they lost, God knows 
what by it; but if he was to be treated in 
this sliabby way, he knew, what he had to 
do, and should take care of himself, &c. 
&c &c. This is a private* hint and advice 
from your friendship to him; that you 
know 1 shall not object to his taking any 
meiit tp himself, to get him out of his pre¬ 
sent scrape.—^'Fhe matter should be quietly 
to throw this load upon his lordship ; ijst 
him be bullied, perplexed, and ft'lghtenedj 
and mwfe apprehensive that his firalish in¬ 
terference may even occasion a rising of 
the mail prices at 20,000/. per annum 
difference to the office: Think of all 
this, fur he most not escape this bout; 
the fbn would be to get Wilson to a 
board, and let him bnmbwzle his lotdship 
with.his slouch and his slang and his black- 

t .s Wilson must be vrell lessoned; 
m lord W.’s declaration to me in bis 
abedt the bill, but that I ^114tiU 
payment. I hope to get 4b Bath 
ere the" post goes off^ if I Mioul^ any 
thkig in yAir letters tb9re to answer.-— 
Your’s truly, J.vPAtlffiSa..'—Cafi any thing 
be so gross as lordW, sehdinglds mser to 
mn vpen to Braitbwa^, 0^ dOlirfngHdm 
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yould h»ve b«en highly iiiip|Q|»er hi|4^e 1 siiMt aii«ert ihidVgm^Ihll filfr 
Treasury permitted Mr. P. tp retaia hfb sf- iiUed i^itber ^ tne f«lF 

tuationaqy longer; and upon such priemives to ^ 


to give bis opinion on a surveyor for Scot* 
land, without saying a syllable to me, 
who am just returned thence ? But I know 
the gentleman pretty well, and his shaUoiv 
views. * 

Isle of Wij^ht, May 22d, 1789 .—Pem 
B onnor,—I should rather imagine, by your 
letter, that the deed could not be done 
etlectually, without betraying that some 
paias on our parts were taken to efiect it; 
unless therefore 4a thorough and complete 
dust could be kicked up, and a glorious 
confusion) better forbid the account b^ng 
taken at all, and assume a merit it) prevent¬ 
ing mischief. You will however determine 
as you see lit, that ‘which may be best- 
The hor.se fell with me about two miles 
this side Southampton; he was so stunned 
that be rolled on my leg, and lay on lit so 
tliat 1 feared it was broke, but thauk God it 
* is whole, though much bruised ; take care 
therefore, and be cautious of riding your 
mare again, after the hints slie has given 
you. Poor Toby had given me two or 
three gentle warnings, which 1 was fool 
enough to neglect. Our best .compli¬ 
ments to the ladies; Mrs. Palmer is very 
indiflerent; the girls well.—^Ever your4 
truly, J. Palmer. —^All unite in love tu Tom 
and Charles. 

Wilderness, September 30lh, 1790.— 
DeabBonnor; —^You have managed vastly 
well.—If, like TrappoUn, 1 was made king 
for a day, I should say like him, 1 believe. 
Take me these two coxcombly lords to 

-- —The soreness of the business is 

—Lord W. just after my last return from 
■Scotland, went into a curious investigatipii, 
and n sort of reform ol' that Office witfiout 
the least communication whatever with 
me, and in the coarsest manner to Oii- 
pbaot; made some confusion, and did no¬ 
thing. The business will now be really 
and eiieotually done, and without advising 
with bis Lordship, and 1 will de^ them 
to undo it. 1 s^ to <bem £or the papers 
and reports, or copies of them, by maker. 
They sent word being official papen tUey 
/could not part.with wem, but would send 
jne.copies; whmh they have not dpne. 

thing being n^Iy finished, the 
■only wav I could comply with their onlers, 
if tfiey should -think proper ib repeatkbem. 
^sEOuldibe'to send tp ^muling, that, as by 
AW. d^cMpns he bad carried into evecu- 
AOBy .for the impseve* 


feels,. it was the Postmqnter, 
pleasure th^ l)e shuuld, ^ far as he 
sibly could, put.ijf i]aek in the same irreg^ 
lar and confused ^ato he found it 
they are hot such ir iserable fools to p<f^s 
it.—^They will jbe entering .some ate^ 
resolutions, that the Comptroller 
having done so and so, tb^t.in {!p'VTf0 
regulatiojis shall t»ke^ place, witl)oait,|^ 
having their sanction.— I realiyS||ava.;{^* 
ways felt, abut every material aludlisi^' 
&c. should have their sanction; hot 
it is impossible yvith lord W. to dp th$* 
and unless tl^e constitution of the o0ce 
was altered, it must'be so if tJbey insist op 
it. —I certainly could expose them 
damnably; but 3 or 4,|^0 a year 
not be trifled with^ though if^JWasnotfojr 
the children) 1 should like to thept 
on to a downright .(juanel, and a 
exposure of theni> * li' there 'were meo'lf 
sense at* the head of the departmeu-L 'i 
could uot have a dispute with tbem.-'^ 
have sent your letter to Lott, which is 
vastly well; *1 have told him to iiiform 
tlie proprietors where the fault lay. Ynu 
see, that I ought not to halard the most 
distant possibility of these worthy peem' 
saying to me. You do not pay the con¬ 
tractors their money. 1 hope a few days 
will complete idl your accounts and woi^ 
up the rubbish, that you and Mrs. Bonnfr 
may have a qmet dip iit i^c sea, ao^ l^a 


set u{S foe the winter. I tl 
through Iowa in my way 
the ur I2cb of next 
you think it necessary, wil 
jamirt and the partner^ip. 


the winter. I tliinl^Qf pi 
iwn in my way tl . 
ir I2cb of next rac 
it necessary, will ih< 


ink of ptuRliiig 
I Bath, afa^ 
Ivonth; aod'if 
i\eet ffir Beb- 

1 shoqld 


my accounts to be given to Maskelyn 
as Qipueli can, to look over against-1 
comenp.^ Boon as you return from the. 
sea, 1 sliall - want to talk to )ii»i aho\tt,« 
new and general Post Office Act, 

1 have occasionallT meMt>on«d to yoibj^^, 
oth» matters. you s^ Maa^Um^v 

and let all the guards and incident bUp^' 
now seUled; Jpr that insidious Lonl^iW* 
though he -has bimself occasioned "th** 
delay/ exclaims about ibe moor 
Xhiy, and all together, wbola soon ^ ^ » 
the soonerrtqp we can send in the prqpt^ 
Officers, and their tuvema, &c. the 
Yoar’s ever, J. Pauher. — Hopd to i%a|h 
Hastings to'mQrr«vr,r-dt ja cfrtauif 
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Office with official services. I perlcctly 
‘rewlleci, that this was not onl^he im- 
. pression upon my own mind, bura)^ upon 

. --^ ^ 

> to take care ol every paper that passes 
betwixt the Postmaster (icaieral and me. 

l!astiiii*s, t)ctob<TSd,I7!)0. —DeauBon- 
t)oa; The worthy Peers, you see by their 
last letter, have Icfl ifse ho alternative, hut 
- ,'we must go to the Treasury : 'Tis uiifilea* 
. '^eant, biicliM as I have been there, but it 
must be done. My last loiter proves every 
dlspusiiion on luy part to go on well, and 
the troubling Mr. Pitt rests with them. 
A* 1 write kliom a very full and 

de^jiii^nuver, that we may close entirely 
on the buiiness, it is necessary for me to 
have Aiany »»apers, and Lloyd copy 
some. All the papers kliat were laid be¬ 
fore the luunmss'.ioners—*ny letters to 
Lord Walsinghain, and his that occasioned 
them—Alle.ii’s narr.itive, 'tis in the bu¬ 
reau, 1 lidij(we ;• Day and Lloyd can find 
them, r Aiink—and every paper you can 
think .AT that may he of use to refer to. 
. Do y ui likewise look out Lord \V/s nu¬ 
merous torrespoiidenCe, his iiiiniitrs, &c. 
and recollect some instances of his throw¬ 
ing th(' correspondence into confusion, but 
for niy sto{)ping his order given. You 
recollect the particular ciVcumstunces I 
allude to. ^Paek Lloyd down in the 
b coa* h with the materials. Will you send 
a porter to Mr. Jackson, Old Palace Yard, 
lor a small tuvtie be has given Mr. Harris, 
and let Lloyd bring it with him. Though 
the conduct of the Lo/ds is the very thing 
I oiiglil to wish, and must cnt^well, yet it 
revives old (Quarrels and f'eL'Iiiigs, and 
fevers me injspite of myself. ^1—them, 
I nt ver can lie absent to get a little bath¬ 
ing or fjuieM'but this is the case. I think 
they will look small.—You may trust ttir 
B. invco ifidcncc, but beg him to mcntioit 
nothing of it. 1 mean you to shew' inm 
the paf^e.rs that have past. I wMn you 
would call on Boydell, congratulate him 
on being Mayor, and say all civil things 
. from me to him of his spirit, enconrage- 
me,nt of genius, &'c. for we may want him, 
bud Braitbwaite yowknow is his intimate ;* 
‘‘but,of this we’ll talk further when we 
nicet. In a hurry, Your’s ever, J. Pai.meb. 
—Send me a copy too of their last minute. 

; .Brighton,* October s>6th, IW)." Dear 
^NNO n; Will you see tile principal Clerks, 
abiti'say, as from yourself, tbatin the pre- 
sititation of'matters, you,think the 
Ms^aaaimter General will sign their warrant 
cbrKtIy; by way of shewing how ready 


ths^of my glorious and lamented friend Mr. 
Pitt (with whose confidence upon this very 
subject 1 was fiequcntly and particularly 

they are to take ray recommendation, if I 
will only submit it to them. You had 
better fherelbre simply send the Officers 
natnes, and the sums allotted to each.— 
The inclosed papem need not go, unless 
they chase to canvass the igatter, which 1 
don’t think they will do. Nobody, there¬ 
fore, should go down, but do you send it 
them, and say any thing you plca.se your¬ 
self. I thought it better, a.s an official 
letter, to date it from' the, Po.st-Office. 
Excuse to Stow my not answering a letter 
I (lad tVoni him; how much I a’m ploascil 
with his exei lions, and that I shall see him 
soon.—I think JrI;n,on, or any other ex¬ 
pectant friends, should have their minds 
made ea.->y, and be told bow safe every 
thipg is, and their ofl’u-c.r.s being the belter 
settled for this very brulec.—1 have the 
pleasure to tell you 1 have had a long 
conversation with Lord C. this morning, 
and a gentle and friendly jobation for 
basting the peers. He \\ill .see Mr. Pitt 
himselfj iiiul enter fully into I lie business ; 
and 1 hope and believe we shall now have 
it clearly and definitely settled ; but this 
must not be mentioned, nor his name.— 
Tell Bartlett to look over all the letters 
betwixt me and lord Wal.-.ingham, and he 
will find some copies from me, though 
they can be scarce made out, which shew 
that 1 foretold it must eemc to tins issue if 
he persisted in his contlnct; and used 

every method myself to prevent it_Will 

you send likewise for the copy of what 
they last sent to the 'rreasurv, w'hich they 
mean as a sort of rejjly or observation on 
my last letter ; because I .should have it 
to refute ti) Lord (k if mecssary. 1 go 
with him, Thursday, to Chissi Ihiirst. lie 
■ wSnts to see the copy of the actual Trea¬ 
sury Warrant for my appointment, and 
the Postmaster (ieneral’s appointment of 
me in^ consequence of it. Hartlett will 
find them all in the right-hand drawer of 
my desk ; send theretbre all of them by 
retu® of post. He will look over all the 
acts," aAd every part of it, to see if he can¬ 
not work out a little law to go on ere he 
seos Mr. Pitt.—I keep the three minateii 
you have sent to show lord C. iVs. to 
their query about 2 oz. franks, I suppose 
‘some personas frank undel* 2 'oz. has been 
charged by mistake, and this is their way 
of enquiry, and doing])usin^. They are 
cerftiiniy charged according to the act^A 
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luMiouipd) that Mr Palmer accepted the 
/ I v( ir as a tull comficnsation of all 
tt Hilts lu coaklt til ly claim, inde- 
pt «.i hia ptismal SCI vice? lam 

i< o illm, that Mi Palmer's Plan 
hi •^lu Miv I tt iiid t\tcu!>i\c bfcrvKfc 
to 1 »( I ii' 1 1 11 1 upon th it grottnd, m- 

diul ni\ t\nl 1 fiKiil, Ml Pitt, al- 
w \sklk i\tit strriij iinutomi in dis 
iiiissiii li in 1 o I liii olhit Un that 
},i()ii 1 i, t< o if It tM It II w to he iindt a 
qiiistini will till I tilt It iiiuiitiation L,ivcn 
MLitsillu (ittoi lu I 1 ini_,ht not bt averse 
oto th( en (ItII mil lit ni it, but, when 
th« (Jill stun IS l»uu^ht toiw \nl upon iht 
diy piui(i|)li ot the c\t iitum oi nun 
( mciiMoii til lilt i^icf iiMiit hctiMtn yr 
Piliii 1 III tht ] iiIiIk 1 mil t 111 iintam 
tint (lit t is» I 1 mist Ml Pilimr 


Major PolNwr i4,Sir; Tb« 
gent, having stated every ob{j«ctioa U» 
motioit^that I am aware of, with the 
mjsiion ot the houoc, 1 will now reply,*—' 
It* IS contended the fiist place, that 
this IS an old question already decided, 
and lot that roisnn should not. again b# 
biought iutwatd; pailicularly ather thf 
ditease of Ml. Pitl, who was a party i)|[ 
tin transaction It in ot tms, sir, Mr. 
Pilinti tompiains, that Ml Pitt being i 
paity should also have been the judge| 
and With itspett to the lenewal of tbie 
rjiusticn, I tiust 1 shall explain to the »ti^ 
ti 1 u tioii ot the hous^ that the fault doea 
not 1 est with Mi Pa intr —AConl^IVl^eeof 
till house was appointed in the* 

17^7 Uf inquiic into the netuie i6f Mr. 
Pihiu I’s A^^ittinqpt with go>unmeiit,aad 


nid I line e inn >i hi i more u i iilai olhcei 
thin ( o t 111 s| (. ik to linn upon it ^As 
tothf moil w 111 in if L i_,shot, Jit stems 
a (ill III ot 1(1 lu, 111(1 to hive ^ivtii the 
J'n 1 idus^ing 1 ir iiunkiiiiL, in hei dt- 
piitnunt Put vvliy should wt send i 
'sinVI\ 01 nlitii till J tel his mule tin 
(iu[uii> ml e\uiiiii It on, and siy what 
S II old lit (loiu 11 IS the Suniyoi, and 
should htvi in lied Ins business, fui 
] It t hn^ t''miu t „o thmii and lepnil it^anisf 
flit J'osiniisUi (leiiti il - lu(lm„ iiiiyas 
w II I down th )i].^h md tollovv his 
dint lions, and 1 h pe the old wuinui 
mi\ be sjiunk inditii lo ipnlo^izi, md 
hid lliiin ki s hfi h *>i tin oftitt is not 
V 01 til hi! iiij, md il tin Sinvc yois vnit 
t t n 0,1 tills St lix tlu\ will have nothinj; 
list lo do 1 Id ling ?1 onld go t) the 
benitny, md look ii loid Chesteiheld s 
iniimti, IS Ituiiint icluiiithis I think, 
bvr \oin i (oiint, tin discipline ot t^e 
liil md Oil et gotsdov n, wh tb w il be no 
* bill tilin' It IS not impossihle but they 
may gt t into a foit i ihle eontuMon ihei^, 
a-> tile dispute IS known imongsttlitm 1 
wish, if you tan send it by uturn oi post, 
to have inv ioimci it ttei to land Walsing- 
hain, to slit \v lair I ( —I thmU Johnson 
might tike huil at some ot the olhters not 
obstivnig his dnrctiuiis, and kcep^t ot 
the Inluid Uilitt , mid Mow andel^tin, 
quietly il they tould, and without appa- 
I eiit design, let Brown and Ruddick take 
then ^situations Blown would be disie- 
gaided, aiidRudduk would dispute with 
the ofhetrs, insftad ot enfoAing obedi¬ 
ence. We* 8 hould by degrees get an hour 
or two latei ip jhe delivery, by degrees, 
m a* week oi two. 1 think it might <f>e 


quiitly and t lutioudy inmiged, it even 
little OI lit) nolle L was tiken ot their not 
toning (Illy, oi ahsctu* ^iie coaches 
must bt kept to then duty, as *i^y have 
not iiiieitcied* with them Lver/V|j[^ar B, 
\oui’smost tiidy, J Palmer —You will 
ot couise^mird joui* cut with the Peers, 
and bt is will in then giatt as you can. 

1 icturn with luid Camden to Chissel. 
hnist, lliuiidav, and shall be in town 
Piidaj 01 Siluftlay, I think, but 1 wisli it 
not to i^e kilt wii —1 toigot ti^siy, send a 
copy of the Po*.tmisttr Ctncial's patent 
too, if yoj ean get it They will let ono 
ot oiir oiiiccis copy it at the Frcasuiy, jf 
you will send to Ml. Mittiid, though I 
think yt u will tmd one amongst the old 
papers . 

Bull, November 23d, ^7#0 —^Dfar B. 
—luifPC^nden is returnedIto town, oy 
Owen’s lettci would be cvceltnt, aright 
sketsh 1 shall keep it tor liira, as I shall 
sttrte m my answer the mutinty of the 
'■teeielaty or Pustmasti r Ocncral’s GlerliJ 
pkbes the latt( r is not ot long standing; 
was 4 ^ieie job at hist Jaikso||^ once 
gave ny tht history ot it. I wisIi you 
eoiild get him to dint with you? and the 
subject might easily be intfoduced Have 
you yet sent my tiiend Abbot the cones* 
pomicnee, is Mi Pitt is willing to eoniirm 
any puweis to nu the act ot pari wiU 
allow, 1 1 tally think they might, m 
some shape or othei, be made out sufii<* 
cifntlv ktimig, and indtpendhnt of the 
noblf> Pi ers Did Bai (lett mention to 
tht y had bt cia telling their story to ^ 
king * Pte4ty masters ' so they cctfuplaui 
to Domine of (be great boy. Vuur||ii%. 
most truly, J PtuiEit. f 
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to r^rt'their opinion thereon. This 
Committee were afterwards instructed to 
inquire into the causes of Mr. Rimer's 
Suspension, and to report their opinion on 
^Bt, aswell ashis Aneement; but before 
the Eridence was closed, the right hon. 
gent, the chairman, (Mr. W. !Dundas}, 
who held a cmisiderable office under go> 
irennneiit at the time, without the slightest 
communication with the Committee, or 
the least previous notice^ in the house, 
moved a third order, rescinding the two 
ftmner ones, and instructing the Committee 
not to report their opinion upon the Evi¬ 
dence, j^ut the Evifleiice alone. The con- 
s^^lCirce was what may easily be ima- 

S ined; that at the time the subject was 
isemied ip the house, this ma^s of Pa¬ 
pers had scarcely beep examined by an 
individual member,,and tjiose who from 
their political situation were led to oppose 
the measure, merely read partial extracts 
from this Evidence, and Mr. Palniei’s pi i- 
Tate lep^s; which, I am ready to admit, 
linexA''ained, were sufficieiVt to prejudice 
him in tlie o|>inioD of many as lu his roii- 
duct in the office.—4>ir: 1 do firmly be- 
Eeve, that bad that Committee been al¬ 
lowed to make a Report on the Evidence, 
as originally instructed, Mr. Palmer would 
have received then, the justice he hopes 
£ae now, anjd been spared the anxiety, fa¬ 
tigue, and ciqience of the many years 
which have since elapsed.—^The right hon. 
gent, has also stated, that Mr. Palmer 
consented to tiie settlement of the present 
allowance he receives. Admitting this to 
. he fact, I cannot think it pn excuse for 
Ihe breach of an Agreement to have com- 
jielled an individual to subnpit to an in¬ 
justice he ws unable to resist; but, sir, in 
noway wly^ever did Mr. Palmer consent to 
this settlement; on the contrary, be inva¬ 
riably declared, •• That though Mr. Pitt, 
to suit bis political convenience, might dts- 
qieiue with his services, he coulAi’iot dis- 
^lense witli the engagement he ..had en- 
ttered into.” 1 can produce a letter of Mr. 
JPglmer’s in proof ot this, but have no wish 
to read it to the house, as it might tend 
to revive feelings lam anxious to suppress. 
1‘Shall, therefore, merely state, that it is 
•n answer lo the present earl Camden, 
who was kind enough to mediate on the 
sSCCaMOB. ' U(>on Mr. Pitt’s decision being 
^ade known, Mr. Palmer in an interview 
wihhlord Camden expressed'in the strong- 
totternwhissenseof theinjustice which had 
<idxaendune him, and his determination to> 
pocure reefress. Lord Camden shortly 


aitor wrote to Mr. Palmer at Bath, again m- 
commending forbearance, and Mr. Palmer 
in his answer reflated his former sentiments, 
declaring that it should bh only with life 
that he would relinquish his exertions to 
obtain justice*.—^Frum that time to the 

f eriod*of the Committee in 17971 Mr. 

aimer endeavoured by every concilia- 
*tory means to procure his object, lie 
first presented a memorial to the Board 
of Treasury, stating all the ai cumstaiices of 
his agreement, and requesting the fulfil¬ 
ment on their part. To this Memorial, 
after repeated assurances that it should be 
taken into considcratiurv/ he at length re¬ 
ceived an answer, after eight months delay, 
stealing, " 'Ihat their lordship.s conceived 
30001. per annum fin his life a sufficient 
compensation toi his services, and that 
they did not think theniselvei, justified on 
the part of the public in making a further 
allowance.” To this Answer Mr. Palmer 
sent a strong leinoustrance, which he 
concluded by declaring, “ That if their 
lordships should be stilldisinrlined to admit 
his Claims, it was his intention to appeal 
to Parliament.” Mr. Palmer waited some 
months longer beibre he received the An¬ 
swer to this remonstrance, when he was 
finally inforined “ That their lordships 
saw no reason to alter their fownet deter¬ 
mination.”—Now, sir, I appeal to any 
hon. gent, in this house, could the Board of 

* The following is the Letter alluded to 
by the hon. gent. Woodfall’s Debates, 
May 31, 1799. 

" Bath, Aug. 6. 1793.—My dear Lord ; 
I have the honour of your letter, and am 
truly vexed that I should dificr in opinion 
frmn your lordship, whom I so highly 
e^eem, or that 1 am driven to pursue a 
conduct nut perfectly consonant to your 
wishes. Nothing but the respect 1 bore to 
your lordship aud lord Camden, tp yppr 
judgment and Mr. Pitt’s situation, induced 
me to act in the manner 1 have done. Two 
sessions of parliament have passed over, I 
have been sufiered to sink c^uietly with the 
public, and turned out of my office with 
nob half my agreement. Tlie apprebeo- 
sioDs tf my ftiends, too, being excited that 
1 might be defunved of every dking, fiec- 
baps, think metfovtunAte in the ellpwimQe 
granted me. 1 find it ther^oreevery wny 
neoeasary that this should be explained 
to tile public, and whAs it is, I do opt 
believe « man in this country so far finoi 
ibinkmg ime ungrateful, bul will be.satia- 
find 1 hsV£ hefmjUDSt iofitm^ly tteated.** 
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Treasury have produced Uie tlightesk pt<^f, 
oi had they believed that Mr. Palmer had 
ever been satisfietl with the settlement they 
had made, would they not at once bai e 
expressed their suipiise at his application, 
and have given him a direct and positive 
ictusal, iiisu ad oi keeping him so fotig in 
a state ot su'.pcilse, and not even at last« 
tcnluiing a hint at consent on his pait, ot 
mdking a singly aiisnci to all the iacts and 
algumeiits he had urged lor the fuiiiiment 
ot his agi cement.—Disappointed in Ins 
hist attempt, Mr Pdimei on the present 
^Occasion presented a Petition to his majes¬ 
ty, stdtiiig the ifeculiar haidship of his 
case, th it in an agriement with theCovem- 
ment which on their pait had been broken, 
he was piecluded an appeal to the laws of 
his (.oiiniry. On the.gioiuids ot this Pe¬ 
tition, the late admmisti ition consented 
that a similar one should be piesented to 
this lioust, atid a Committee appointed^ to 
exainme the toimer Evidence and report 
their Observations upon it. I have undet- 
*stood from Mi. Palmer, that the noble 
loid, the late ('hancelloi ot tlie Exchequer, 
(loid II. Petty) was so good as to suggest 
the propiiet^ ot this Committee being a 
select one, and to point out the descrip¬ 
tion of members ot which it should be 
composed, in order to obtain the object 
of their appointment; via. a fair and im¬ 
partial Repot t upon this Evidence. I have 
also understood fiom an lion. gent, the 
chairman ot that Committee, that the pre¬ 
sent Chancellor of the Exchequer tully 
consented to this appointment, and 1 
tlieicfurc trust, that that right hon. gent, 
at least will not object to the question, 
on the ground of its having been betore 
settled —With respect to this Report, I 
am afiaid that it may almost appear An 
impertinence on my part, the attempting 
* to defend itj but 1 trust that the Com¬ 
mittee who drew It up will make allow¬ 
ance for my situation, and at any rate 
acquit me of the least want of respect to- 
waids them, or giatitude foi the trouble 
they have taken on Mr Palmer’s account. 
These Observations in fact speak ibr them¬ 
selves; nor should I deem it neccA&ry 
to trouble the house with a disetmon of 
them; bitt that I am anxious to explain 
some parts ot this Evidence, which 1 hope 
I sha^ be enabled to do to the satisimction 
of bon. gentlemen, who may require an 
explanatioa npofi those poiius, to wlflch 
the Committee, on then liberal though 
stnedy just ni^w of the sutgect, may not 
kye psra diat*niaote nttention lyhKh 1 


have done.—'Hie fitrt tdiseiTt^n df 
Report states as follows: *• That the pari# 
" of Me. Palmer’s Petition, s^iefa aliedgn 
" ins invention apd executio of a suSa 
» useful Plan for the reform < Improve* 
" ment of the Posts *of this ^vy, 

" which lie undei took at hts/ ^x'Skaad 
" expence, have been 8ubsta)i^'*^S^ and 
aKu, that it appeals that Mr. PalmeV 
" met with very gieat ditficulties in tho 
progress of his Plan, m constquence of 
" a determined and continued oppositioit 
" from the Post Office, the most expo* 
iienced officers in thatdepaitmentbal'^ 
" ing declaied the PJan, previOHs to its 
" execution, to be impracticable, at^ me 
" junoo| to Commerce <iiid the Revc'nue.^* 
—With respect to this obserfation,^! shall 
only s<iy, that strongly as it is expressed# 
no one without reading the Evidence, can 
form an idea of the extent of the opposition 
Mr. Palmer met with, and cveiy one who 
does lead it must be con^inchd^ that had 
Mr Palmer fiyled m this Plan, ui.^ertakea 
at his own iisk, and declaied impraCKkable# 
110 other person would have attempted it. 
—The Copimittec next obseive ** That the 
" paits of Ml. Palmer’s Petition, which 
alledge an Agreement made with him 
“ by the light]iou. William Pitt,Chance!* 
" lor of Ins majesty’s Exchequer, in 1784 
** (and afterwards modified Xi 1785), by 
** which Mr. Palmer was to have ak ap* 
pointment in the Post Office for Kis# 
“ with a salary annexed of 1,500/. per 
" annum, and also a further allowance 
Ql. 10s. per centum on the future ta* 
•< crease of net annual Post Office Rk^ 
" venue beyond 240,000/. tfave been suh* 
" stantiatiffi.” Nothing 1 fimk can be 
clearer than this Observatityi; the Bvi* 
dtnee contains in the first place, Mr. 
P/llmc{’s Statement of his original terms# 
v^hjcli stands uncontradicted; (5) secondly# 

{Jit)^Extractfiom Mr. Palmer’s JSmdnMe. 
—[Repsirt, p. 3 ]—Was there ai^ written 
Agieement between you,and the AiarA 
of Treasury, relating to the Appointment 
you lately held in the Post Office > No. 
—Was there*any verlAI Agreement nuulln 
with the Tieasury, for the Refoim and’lll* 
provement of the Post Office and ks re* 
vqpue ’ ^ Yes; with Mt. Pitt, |farlhgh bis 
secretary. Dr. Pretyman.—iWhntsfras' ttek 
verbal Agreement > I left some PaptSI 
with Dr. Pre»mui, stating, diet vf 
Plan succQgded, for the Refotm snd Im* 
provement of the Postsi I denmnded 
my hfe pet ceatt. ftitaw iaowwtind 
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the C<Hte«pondenre betwixt the present earl 
Ciiinden and himself, and also Mr. Palmer’s 
letters to Pitt, fully proving Jbe ino- 
dificatwni^^lthesi' tcriBs (c) and, lastly, 
-- fja- 

Yevenu^ he PoA Office, beyond the 
preset * Profits, ‘and not to have one 
shiilif 'id nut succeed in my Plan; 
tills ’ d in the sprins 1784. The 
aiMw ight to me by Dr. Pretyman, 
(private cretary to Mr. Pitt,) was, I hat 
the terms were thought fair, and would be 
ftilly comjdicd with, provided the Plan suc¬ 
ceeded.—Have you ever asked for a copy 
of the J? 3 j)crs delivered in to Dr. Pieiy- 
Itiau.! No, I did not; nor kept one my¬ 
self. I believe it will not be df^nied on 
the paA of aflininislration, that such a P<i- 
per was delivered to Wr. Pretyman, and 
snch an An wer wa.s tvHurned by him. 

(c) Copy of Mr. Paimeb’s LeUer to the 
Right Hon. Wm. Pitt. May 5th 178.>. — 
Sib,—1 hjtf'the''honour ol your letter on 
ray retj[.n from Portsinoutji, anti imme- 
diateiyvvrote to the contractor at Notting¬ 
ham to forward tlic carriages, <Lc. Soon 
as he is prepared, I will oliey j^iur coin- 
ina\ids in cariying the plan into e\ecutu>n 
on that road .—1 iiave settled tlic leguli- 
tions fur the Cross Post from lieiico to 
Portsmouth; the alteration is miieh to 
the satisfaction of the ditlerent low us it 
^ will,accommodate, and it starts ne.\l iMon- 
day.—They w’ill now base a direct and 
expeditious post guarded, six limes a week, 
instead of a slow' and circuitous one un¬ 
guarded, only thiee times a week. The 
tetms witii the cfmtractors, nit rt ly the ex¬ 
emption froiQ*^ the turnpike tolls, and the 
•Howance oil guards, so that ^weViiment 
lyill save thf greater j^art of the old <'X- 
pencc.—I ilad agreed fur the London Mail 
Mtbe conveyed to Portsmouth on iliy saiflc 
terms} as the inhabitants had petitioned 
Sir the new mode, and were doubly .nrvi- 
'mn fon it, their mail having beeiiw >bli( d 
• ■ftw months ago; but Mr. Torld, in- 
.Mead'of sending letters to the postinasti s 
■ to-jobaerve my directions tor tliat purpose, 
•dat the same surveyor who was so iii- 
•diistrtoiis to defeat Ciie plan on the Hath 
Mad, last Friday only to PortsLiouib, to 
iagree with the dlilereiu postmasters to 
convey the^ail seven miles an hour, ffii 
yrhith they arfe to be paid an* ex*lra sum 
^rmiie more than the usual charge (Tliis 
price was 9i. per mile instead of the old 
dberge ef 19s. Ml.) which w.is to com- 
'Bnsneo the very day I came there. 1 could 
'tbexsefiare |^e the postmasters na direction 
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the Evidence of Mr. Pitt himself, (d) 
The third Observation states « '1 hat in 
"the year )7t>4, certain regulations, for 
" an increased jiostagc and restrictions in 

lor that road, Mr. Todd chusiiig to do tiiis 
(Withouf giving me the least iiUoimatiunof 

{ lis intentions. By this inipiovemcnl at 
ast, sii| posing it even to be kept up to, 
government is at a mucli higher expcnce 
for convoying the mail than even before, 
instead of saving almost the wliole of it. 
The inliabitiints will li ive only lour hours 
betwixt the arrival and dcpailuro of th<‘ir 
mail, instead of twelve, Jf. liiey wumd iiavo 
by mine, and it remunft unguarded : this 
ho has done w'lthout any soi\ ol com¬ 
munication wit'i my agent on the business, 
tliough he sees hiiii ‘ilmost ev<‘iy dav, and 
Ibclitve has fully under'-toudlioui govtiji- 
ment, some lime past, lint tlie m vv jdaii 
wafi to be extended over the wli.de king¬ 
dom. Siiite 1113 ' abseiiie liu.u town, he 
likewise has lliougiil pioper to vrlkr an 
entire altoralioii iii the iiiod" oi deineimg 
the letlei's, --u ih it lliO'O by tin- new pi ui, 
nislead ot In iiig dtdivin d < .ulj lu a morn- 
nig, are not ilehveied till aluuist too la'“ m 
the aflLiiioun to send .111 :lu^wu•. I, ihn 
the eoiuptroller is as iiiiuh 01 iiioiebiame- 
ablu than liun-.ell. in shmi, ibey will 
remain fnnily iigieed lo»»tlier, to take 
eatli tlieirtiiin to do the p|.,n all possible 
miscliul. I dill suie, sir, il you tould be 
aware how toiiipii x a biisiiuss it is, and 
how diffituU to uiiiavtl what {(hough 
simple m itselt) thej'have mule so per- 
plexi’d, to ttd< h llie po.iiiiasleis the ue\\' 
legiilaiions, whieh will enable tlieiii to do 
thtir duty in a plainer iiiamuT and Jess 
liable to iiiistaki's, to .settle the dillereiit 
paj’ts as I proceed, so as to fit in with the 
geiioial plan, and .siifler no presi m inis- 
chief, involved as you are in such various 
add ”1 eater concerns, you would yet spaic 
a few minutes, Iain suicyou would,to put 
a slop to Ihe rascahiy of that office, and to 
leave my mind freo to pursue my Plan, 
without having Jt taken up with guarding 
against and curing their shamelul prac¬ 
tice!^ I w'ant no s.iit of assistance from 
them I dc.sire is, th it they may not be 
sullbred to do injury.—^The state ol the in¬ 
terior man igemcnt of the Post < Miice busi¬ 
ness is liill as bad or rather worse than I 
stated in the Alemorial I had the honour to 
.sulttiiit to tlfc Treasury; '‘the mistakes are 
innumerable, and tlie daily loOft of the re¬ 
venue very great, nor can it ho otherwise 
onsite present system; tbe reirt^dy fur 
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"•('ranking by way of tax, were made, ^gHii 
" the suggestions cuiituined in Mr. Pal- 
" lutr's Plan j and that the beforc-men' 


" tioned sum of 1,500/. per annum was ■ 
" granted to Mr. Palmer^ ns a coinmuta* 
" tiou<d' his right to the |)er-centage on 


is even more plain and simple than that for 
the exterior department; and if you will 
j>ernut me, 1 v^ ill regulate it in less^than a 
I'ortnight, to youf’s and the public’s satis.^ 
(‘action, even at a less expence to govern¬ 
ment tiian tlni present inode, and with 
much more ease to the diilcrent ollieers ; 
indeed the plan cannot be further extend¬ 
ed, till I am snlleredto establish regulations 
^‘tXItiiin the udice to lit the new ones with¬ 
out, as the new* and old ]>lan now act 
against each other. Having obtruded thus 
far on yon, sir,t^ ilb my complaints, 1 mast 
beg leave to trespass a little tiirther, and 
have done. Jt is nearly approaching to 
three yi-ars since 1 first submitted my 
plan to your judgineiil, that you kindly 
encouraged it, and 1 attended your com- 
niuiids ill town. 1 have sent a statement 
^if my juurnies, attendances, &c. to iiiy 
good friend lor<l Camden, for your in¬ 
spection, by v\ Inch you will see, that, cx- 
hisive of my e.x[)enccs, almost the whole of 
luy time and attention from October 1782 
to the present moment, b.as been cm- 
jdoyed in tliis business ; and 1 submit to 
your justice, vvlietber the expeiice actually 
incurred, prior to the first trial of my Plan, 
the 2 d August last, should not now be paid, 
and my apjxiintinent made out.—Your 
obliging message by Mr. Pratt, before the 
trial, tliat if the Plan did not succeed, 1 
should be fully paid tor my expence and 
trouble, if you recollect, .sir, 1 disclaimed, 
and chose to sit dow u in that case with my 
disappointment and los.s, and let iiiy re¬ 
ward rest only on my succes.s.—My time 
and attention, prior to the trial, 1 do not 
' recount; though, if I discovered any in¬ 
genuity, activity, or perseverance ihiougii 
it, iny family might have been benefited 
by their exertion to other objects.—^Tlie 
success of the"Plan, sir, 1 lielieve, has ex- 
ceded both your’s and the jniblic’s expec¬ 
tation.* I am'sure it has my onn in some 
points, though not in others, but it has not 
fallen short in one. A circumst^e, Jf 
believe, almost as new to administration, in 
the various plans that arc submitted to 
them as a po[)u]ar tax, which the Post 
Tax^eally is, where the jwcommodation 
has been given vwth it.—It iuonned no new. 
expence o» inconvenience in the old estab¬ 
lishment, even in the trial, but what was 
^c«sioned l}y>/he opposition from the Ge¬ 
neral Office.—It convey.s the Mails in'half 
-^L. XL 


the time (hey used to he, and guarded 
under re^ulal Ions that w ill, in a great inetM' 

‘ sure, enforce themselves ; ami where it 
has been carried into execution, has iioc 
mediately occasioned an increase of re> 
\eiiue to the Post Office.—It having been 
proved, that it is scarce possible for greater 
neglect or abuses to prevail than in the cou^ 

I duct of the old Post; that, in consequence 
of it, a great share of the correspondence 
was carried on by coaches, to .the detfi- 
ment of the Post revenue; that thci new 
tax, coupled w'ith the old plan, would have 
increased such defalcation, which the state* 
meiir given into the treasury, comparing 
the great improveiitent of the revenue 
from the tax upon (he new, opposed to the 
old cstablisimient, have been very fully 
proved.—It was promi.so(f inVlv! plan, to 
give the improved expedition ami-security 
to the great roads from London, and some 
of the cross roads, hir the payment of 
per mile,* the allowance for guards, and 
an exemption from turnpike tolls.—^'fhe 
contracts are now made for the greater 
part of the kii)gdom from London mr the 
allowance of guards, and the exemption 
of turnpike tolhs only. Likewise for all 
the cross jiosts, six times u week instead of-* 
three, so as to make those posu as regular 
ami jierfect as the general one.—This ac¬ 
commodation will be given to the public, 
and the arrival and departure of the mails 
all over thj^countiy will*now be regular, 
expedi^ioi^, and sale, on platn, simple, and 
certain pifiiciple.s, instead of (he reverse. 

It will not only save maiiyi| thousands a 
yeaf in the expences of the .’idiiig work, 
&<;. but, ill consequence of the superior 
ftiyde of conveyance to any othef, add 
very greatly to the revenue, by the t»* 
crcaa^f correspondence through Abo Post 
Office.*—in the progress of this business, 

I have had every possibly oppositiori from 
the Office; I have.neither spared trouble • 
or expence to inlbrin myself in every de¬ 
partment of it, so th^t I might carry my 
plan completely into execution, and de¬ 
feat their repeated attempts to ruin it. .1 
l^ve bgcn nerfccily open jjne^kept no one 
secret from government, or derived one 
shilling advantage from any contract, but 
acted in evci^ respect to the best of my 
judgmenisto the public ; nor can 1 gti|i 
the least advantage from my agi'cemetBHl^ 
till 1 have completed the plan over the 
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" 90 , 000 /. being the amnunt of the first 
year’s ptociuce of the saicl Tax. • The 
** modification of the original Agreement 

- -— -•- —.- - . e 

whole kingdom, as my per-centage on the 
increased tevenue Ifoin the ta\„ without 
the accom’modation, will not pay the very 
great expences I am obliged lo incur in the 
establishing it. I have only to thanlc you, 
sir, for the very warm and steady sufiport 
I have received from you in this busi¬ 
ness, without n hich, indeed, it could not 
have succeeded; and to hope, in addition to 
the rest of yoiir favours, you will e.xeuse 
this long letter. I have the honour to be, 
&c. ^ J. Paimeii. 

Copy a Letter from Mr. Palmer to the 
Right Aon. J? J. Pr\it; annexed lo Mr. 
Palmer’s letter, tent to the Commmionert of 
Enquiry, Muy‘l\, 1788.—LiAidon, Oct.22, 
J788. —Dear Sir; — 1 beg you w dl express 
to Mr. Pitt, in the strongest terms, my 
gratitude foniis very liberal and handsome 
condiict^nd that I hope he,will not think 
me either dissatisfied i>r ungrateful in wish¬ 
ing you lo state a fejv necessary circum¬ 
stances to him for the more complete set¬ 
tling of my appointment, expiTices, &i. 
Mr. Pitt perhafis may recollect, 1 am sure 
1 fully understood, that the plan was lo 
be first tried ; and if it sueceeded, the 
tax was to *he grounded the following 
year on the accommodation, and that I 
was to take my per-centage on the un¬ 
proved revenue from such tax, as well as 
every other improvement and reform men¬ 
tioned in my letter: [To pay all my 
travelling expeneos, to have ny salary, but 
two and a halV per-cent. on tlw* iv*t pro¬ 
fits that mayjuis*' to the Post Cftlice, o>er 
and above itp present annual profits, from 
the advantages that may accrue to it fi-o^n 
my plan being carried into execution, the 
increased speed, postage, safely, refoiin o't 
packets, &c. or from any farthc'r relbrnis 
ofoeconbmy, improvemenl.s, &c.] ^»-'iit on 
my seeihg^ Mr. Pitt, ere 1 It'fr tow pre¬ 
pare for the firtt trial, and his uitiilion- 
• irtg the Coal Tax was to be given tip, I 
took the liberty of recommending the Post 
Tlx in its room, pfedged myself for the 
8ucce.<» of the plan, and sent Mr. Pitt the 
necessary papers; it was adopted, and the 
expected improvement to be given with 
it rendered it not unpopular. ‘The 1^00/. 
afyear Mr. Pitt is so good as to propose, is 
a noble ofier ; yet you aril' sensible, as 1 
tifost now remove luy family tt> London, 
'T'cAnnot live there, with the increased ex- 
penre such 4iii office must create to me, for 
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<' consisting in the addition of 90 , 000 ^. 
" to 150 ,(XX)/. which was the average 
** amount of the Post Office Revenue 


a guinea less. My pcr-centage therefore, 
on every otlirr object of reform or im¬ 
provement mentioned in my letter, I under- 
rtand from Mr, Pitt ivill be fully secured 
to me. I do not know a fairer way of 
rating this, than by taking on average net 
yearly |)iofit on tlic ten years prior to the 
tax being laid, then sec what addition the 
year’s tax has made, supjiose 80 , 000 /. <n‘ 
100,000/. oi whatever it^niay be, add tiiat 
to the other averaged net profit, and my 
per-ceii* 've to be reckoned «jn the fur¬ 
ther increasc'l net revenue lieyond that 
sum. In regard t iiiy three years expon- 
res up to this tinio, for 1 first came to 
town on it in Ottoher 1782 , I would sub¬ 
mit to Mr. Pitt, whether the simplest and 
fai /esl w ay of settling it would not be thus; 
1 now owe to Mr. Cam, and some bills I 
have put off the payment of, above iOOO/. 
more than I did m October, 1782 ; the 
receipts of my theatres indeed being les¬ 
sened form a part of it, but 1 impute that 
to my want of attention to them, as other 
amusements in Hath, since the peace,have 
been mon* profitable than during the war. 
My family expi-ncPs have been the same as 
usual, or rather less, except from this last 
severe illness of Mrs. Palmer’s. Mr. Pitt 
therefiire would not think it right that J 
sliould be a poorer man now than i was 
at that time. Let my salary thei’efore 
conmietiri* from Ottoher 1782 , when I 
was lirst employed, aiul that be considered 
as the payiiK lit of all iny expences, which 
have been ciiuriiioiis, and 1 then receive 
nothing for my trouble, &c. As these e.x- 
pehces have been incurred on account of 
the Post Office, it will of course bo paid 
frpm thence. Mr. Pitt will not object to 
my travelling expences being paid me for 
the na\t two or three years, as I must, 
during that time, visit every office in the 
kingdom, inspect minutely into them, and 
setile coritictly alt necessary regulations, 
besides establishing the remainder of the 
<>'en?»^ and Cioss Posts, and adding new 
OIK'S ; as these expences would swallow 
up my salary, and the profits on the per- 
ronlage can increase only by degrees. 
Mr, Pift is sensible of the trouble and 
an.^ety 1 h%ve iiad, thati 1 have a great 
deal yet to do, and the constant attention 
it will require to make and keep the plan 
perfect, and the great ben^fi^ it is to* th| 
country; and wilt, I am sure, think it jusi 
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» M that time, making together an ag^* "of 150,000/. as oriipnaHy propoiej.'^ 

“ gate of 240,000/., on the excess of which The Evidence on this is equailv clear t 
"the per-centage was to commence, in- the original terms acceded to oy me minis- 
" stead of the previous actual Revenue tei;were " That l^r. Palmer was to have 


that my profits should be such as^ to set 
me above temptation, and enable me to 
lay by a good fortune for my family. I* 
trust therefore to his generosity, tliat if 
they should bc-depriveu of me ere 1 have 
effected it, he will recommend a proper 
piovibion lor them, as a leward for any 
cood 1 may have been an instrument of 
nehgivmg to the country. 

{'cpy of a IjettirJ'iom the Han. J. J. Pratt 
Aj Ml. Pajmek.— linglitlielmstoiic, Ott. 
2 tth 17S5—DrAR Pslmlb ; I gave rttt 
} our letter; and I think though he docs not 
quite allow all jou mention to be a fair 
demanil, tli.it jou have reason to be satis¬ 
fied \vithwi\al he seems willing to grant; 
he likis jour proposal for diawing %he 
average of the net revenue of the Po'.t- 
•Ortice for ten yi'ars; and afterwaids ad¬ 
ding the tax, and giving the tw'oand a half 
per-cent, upon the surplus as you state it. 
lie seems willing to allow that your salary 
of 1500/. a year should tonimence when he 
tame into office last, which is now very 
near two years, and he is certainly not 
accountable for any delay piior to that 
period ; and this 1 own f think a very 
handsome offer. With regard to yourex- 
penecs being paid after your salary is fixt, 
if yon remember, I told you you would find 
some difficulty in carrying that point, and 
I think it cannot be given, for in youi first 
proposal the per-tent was to cover youi 
expentes, which would only he considei;;- 
abic for the first year or two, and the im¬ 
provement on the revenue would amply ^ay 
you. The present settlement is only a 
modification of your first proposal, and 1 
think fairly takes in that part of it. 1 dare 
say you will find no difficulty in having 
it secured to your family, if any thing 
should happen to you. This business seems 
now to be dqawn to a conclusion. •! owh, 
as far'as I luve been concerned, I cannot 
think of pressing any thing more^ The 
offer in my opinion is liberal, and^^man- 
ner in which it has been explained still 
more so. You violl be to consider whether 



to stay tl^e beginning bf next week. Ism 
sincerely yours, J. J. Pratt. 

ttfa Letter from Mr. Palmer to the 
Rt. Hon. Wm. Pitt; inDec. 1785. —Sir;—- 
i am much obliged to you for your kind 
declaration of yesteiTlay by Mr. Pratt. 
Mr, Attorney General is so good as to give 
you this from me. He secs very clearly 
the necessity 1 every day fool more aim 
more ol my appnintmeAt being immediate¬ 
ly made out. 1 cannot too strongly ex¬ 
press inyaibligations to you, for your w'isbPB 
to give me eveiy power the l&vv wifi admit 
of. W hatever inalincr you deteimme, sir, 
to liavc It dodb in fof the present, w'ill be 
perfectly satisfactory to me; but unless 
It IS considered as a petinanent one, End 
if the Post Office tan entertain a hope 
that any aits^if theirs may ovcr*^urn it, I 
am ruined. 1 have the honour to be, sir, 
your most obedient |iuiublc seivant, 

• J. Palmer. 

Topy ^Mr. Palmer’s Lrtlet to Rt. Hon. 
Wm. Pill.—Geiuial Post Office, Dec. 
30, 1788.—Siiv;—I should not have trou¬ 
bled you in the present situation of public 
affairs, but fioiii the extreiifo inconveni¬ 
ence 1 experience in my arrears not being 
paid up, and tiie anxii'ty 1 feci to have my 
emoluments finally settfed by you, under 
whose encouragement and sanction I had 
the honour to commence, and have per¬ 
fected my Undertaking for the iraprovc- 
nieiit »f liie Posts. 1 believe it is un- 
necessary*o repeat my engagements; but 
lost it shouhi base escaped your me- 
njofj, sir, I beg leave to state, that, if I 
^iici eedeii, I was to have 2/. 10 «. per cent, on 
the futiiic encrcased revenue of the Post 
Ofiite for rny life from its commence- 
mcidTand to be paid for my expetices and 
tioabldfrom the time I was fiistjemploycd, 
till the plan was sufferedeo be carried into 
evecution. ThistiStm was to include ijB'y' 
salaiy for every dutj^of oflice, my travel¬ 
ling exppnces, &c. A subsequent enga|^ 
ment was afterwards acceded to on my 
j part, w’ith a view only to ray being estab- 
llshid in tjie ofiue, and g»tti«g jXMsesibn 
of such powers and authority over its' of- 
cers, as ctfuhl alone enable me to pPo- 
ceed with eftect. In this settlement, 1 J®* 
pcatedly^equested of tho Postmaster 
neriil, that I might be allowed to takelfn^ 
appointment for the present with its powers 
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2f per cent, 
mencemcnt of his Plant if >t succeeded ; 
but not A shilling in the event of failure.” 


1 ^' 
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for liis life from the com- 


only, and without any emolument n hat- 
ever. This proiiostfi not being agreeable 
to their lOidships, and as they did not ap- 

* prove of the iiiimIo of payment partly by 
a salary of l,dO0/. per year, and partly 
by a per-centago, they commissiuited inc 
to propose to you, sir, as a hnal settlement 
of the bu'iiness, to wave my claims to the 
per-cciuage altogeilier, and to receive a 
salary of 3,000/. per year certain. But 
you, considering (lusmode of payment ori 
mnally settled by a per-centage, as the 
best security fur the public .ircu^nmoda 
tion and the rf,vcnue, 1 agreed for the pre¬ 
sent to take my oflice in any manner the 
Postmaster G'eiicral might think proper; 
at the same time declaring, 1 should not 
desire to hold my appointment if 1 did not 
fully siiecetid ill performing all my en¬ 
gagements with you; and if} did, 1 hoped 
those entered into with me would be eipial- 
!y regarded ; which you was so good as to 
promise me should be'fnUilled when 1 had 
completed my plan, and should come foi- 
waruvvith my claims. I have the happi¬ 
ness to understand, sir, th^l my t ondiict 
in this business has met your approbation; 

, and I take the liberty to observe, for )'oiir 

* fuither satisfaction, that the coutiacts for 
the conveyance of the mails arc now 
made at 20,000/. p^r ann. less than 1 uri- 

f inally proposed and engaged for; that I 
ave likewise exe« < <lcd my promise in the 
rate of speed, tlia regularity ai^'l extension 
of the posts tlirough the whole kingdom ; 
and that particularly to the rity of Lon¬ 
don, the earlj and regular delivery of the 
letters is fer beyond my promise, or ‘the 
expectation of the most sanguine of my 
IHends* and even at this unfavourable sea-* 
son. I beg Icav c therefore, sir, to express 
my hopst; that you will order a pal^ment 
of such sugi as you may think just tfor my 
time and trouble,/rom October 1782 to 1st 
August 1784, when my^plan was first car- 
riedinto execution; that an average be 
Hn/ck of the nett rfevenue of the Office 
w to that time, and that a sum equal to 
2f. 10>. per cent, on its increased annual Re¬ 
venue be paid which is to include my 
■alary, all travelling expences, Ac. what- 
evbr sums 1 have received from the .Office 
to be deducted from this account. That 
in niture a sum be paid me quartt-ily, in a 
jfFoportmn within the sitppased yearly 
ameunt of my per-centage, and the ba- 


Tliis low per-centage was to include evo/y 
f.bject firom which the improved Revenue 
might arise ; and, indeed, it was a leading 


lance to be paid me every year on set¬ 
tling the accounts in the April quarter. 
I take die liberty, sir, likewise to propose 
Jfor your consideration, vtlielher the jusler 
as well as simpler moile ot regulating 
the accounts, and fixing Jtlie sum timu 
which ray per-centage is io coranHiae, 
w'ill not bo by first stiitnig the gro.ss 
produce of the llritKsh and I’oreigii post¬ 
age, and thin deilucting fioiii it the Pv 'T- 
mastcr’s salaries, pay nit fit for conveyance 
of the Mails either by lioise or cain.u’e, 
foK guards, and for de.irl .ind ihisstiu let¬ 
ters, and the per-« .’ofage to couinieiice oii 
the nett Revenue utter these deductions, 
as they are the only charges undt r iny 
contrniil; and J ought not to be benefittd 
or titijnred by an meiease of decre.ise of 
expellee that docs not tofm a p.ut of iny 
plans, and whit h 1 cannot check. 1 hope, 
.Sir, It may not be ioqniled .i vanity m me 
to mention, that though Mr. Allen (as ap¬ 
pears liy Ins nanativc) d« rived upwards of 
12,000/. per year from his very p.irtial 
improveinciifs of the Cross Posts only, the 
regulations 1 have introdueud, independent 
of their ellect on the (fenei at posts ihiougli- 
out the country, have increased that p.ii - 
ticular branch of the Uom luie more in the 
com sc of two years, than he did dining 
the whole forty years he fanned the same. 
It may not be improper to add, that I have 
long since had in contemplation various 
other plan., w-hieh I conceive to be of the 
greatest consequence to the correspond¬ 
ence of the kingdom, and more paiticu- 
larly of the metropolis and its neighbour¬ 
hood, which I should eic now liave digested 
and carried into execution, h.ul the .scttlc- 
m^t of my aflairs left my mind sufficient¬ 
ly at ease for that purpose. 1 have the 
'lonour to be, &c. J. P. 

(d) Ertraetjirotn Mr. Pixr’s Jirif/oire,— 
[Repost, p. 2t}, 27.] Wss a proposal on 
the part of Mr. Palmer, for 'the improve¬ 
ment of the Posts, and more expeditious 
convfymice of the j^Iatls, submitted to you 
in 178??—^To the best off my recollec¬ 
tion it was: the subject had been before 
mentioned, I belies'e ^ in 1782, and Was 
brought forw'ard again'in 1784.—>Do» yc«i 
ecojiect genarally what {cisWei* you gay^ 
to this Proposal,, after having considered 
it?—No answer,given,-that 1 rctoiliect, 
in waiting, and the jjsdS repeaMdiv 

discussed at difierint' tiroes. 1 catnKre 
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it^ituie in the Plan^ that the*^at advan- 
tageii vthith tlie public and comnu^ce 
wi re to derive, would justii'y an increase 
of Po&tage, which otherwise could not 
have been laid with cilect. I believe it 
iihiy be in the recollection of many gentle- 
intn present, that previous to thi»> Plan, 
iiotwith'itcinding‘the penalty attached, a 
gieat part of the correspondence of thd 
Lountiy wa>)CJi riedon by coaches and other 
means, to avoi3 the tedious and insecure 
coiweyaiue by the post. Mr. Palmer, in 
the fust instance, pioposed to the minister 
,..' 4 n( 1 cased Postage in lieu of an intended 
Ta\ on Coals, and pledged himself for its 
bung produclite. When it was found 
neci.ssaiy to give him an appointment in 
the Otlue to supciinUnd his Plan, this 
iitjinnial salary of 1,500/. a )car was given 
iinu 111 lieu of Ins pei-contage on yo.OOO/. 
being the estimated pimliui of ihisTix, 
whuli was addtd to the piiiious levepiie 
of 150,000/. making 210,000/. htforc his 
pci-centagc lunimciiced. The per-cent- 
a ;e on 90,000 /. would have been 2,250/.; 
tinithuc, the 1,500/. a year was in fact 


750/, less than tBe original agreement* 
But, Mr. Palmer svas so satisfied of the 
ultimate advantages he should procure for 
his family, tliat lie expressed himself con- 
telited with this ufraugcimnt, ,is st>ttl«d by 
lord Camden’s letter, jii uhicli he tells Mr. 
Palmer,<lhat he is to. look to h^ growing 
per-centage as an ample payment for his 
tiouble and expeiice ; and that in case of 
any accident to himself no doubt a provi< 
sion would be made for hi« family. [Vide 
note (c)] The Committee next observe^ 
“ 'Ilmt the draft of an appointment for 
“ life, with the specified salaiy and per- 
" centage accoiding J.o ugiecmcnt, was 
“ made out, but not coiifiiine'd, to Mr. 
“ Palmer, in eonseciueiicc of certain legal 
“ objecilbiis, .11 ising horn tlgj Ac^ of 9th 
" of Queen Anne, establishing the Post- 
•• efiice ; buyh.it ^Ir. Paiiner having at 
“ this tune paitly executed his plan, a, 
« Icnijioraiy ,‘ippoinlment was made out to 
" enable him to proceed witiwit ” This, 

1 think, cannot he disputed ; the Draft of 
the intended *Appointmcnt hung in the 
Evidence, (<-); and Mr. Pitt’s te.stunony. 


PABJU mat is* Jiiuffgfft 


theicfme at this dcstance’of lime undertake 
to giie any account of .iny one specific 
an.vvcr, but the general lesiilt of what 
p.is&pd I couceised to have been, that the 
turns of Ml. Palmci’s Pioposal appeared 
to mu to be fair .uid reasonable, and that 
J w.is dc.s)ious of cairying it into execu¬ 
tion, conceiving it would be of gicat pub¬ 
lic brut fit; the outline of those terms, as 
piuposcd 111 17b f, I believe was, that Mr. 
Palmer should have some appointment lor 
life, to supeiintend the execution of liis 
proposal, with an allowance annexed to 
that appointment of 2/. 10a. per cent, on the 
amount of the increase which it might 
.pioduce ill the He venue. Tlie appoint¬ 
ment w hich took place aftcrwai'ds, I be¬ 
lieve m 1780, dilfercd from that which 
had been in contemplation, and which 
1 had originally intended to have acced¬ 
ed to; the dillcrcnce was in consecpieiice 
of legal objections arising from the Post 
Office Act.—Under sutm an appoint¬ 
ment for life, as you have descril^ to 
have been originally intended, «o you 
conceive the enjoyment of it could de¬ 
pend on the will and pleasure of the 
Pustisaster Oeueral P—lf such an ap¬ 
pointment had ^e^ placcj^ and could 
be legally^ari;icd info eilect, the enjby- 
ment of it cerfoinjy couUt nf t depend on 
tbevill Midfi^asore of thf, Postmaster 
(fleaen4 i and such au 9 ipp 9 intfocat, 1 con¬ 


ceive, could have been vacated on no 
grounds but such as would, by process of 
law, vacate any other ajipointiuent for 
life made by 'competent authoiity.-.-By 
whose authority was the diaft of the ori¬ 
ginal wairant made, to winch tiic legal 
objecting w.is made ? I am inclined to be¬ 
lieve, that it was drawn up in consequence 
of different discussions on the subject, 

S irobably in consequence of suggestions 
rom Mr. Palmer; but J lather believe 
prepaied atnhc Tteasuiy, or by directions 
from thei|!;e, and communicated to the 
Attorney General, though the e is no trace 
thatil know of for preparing it, or fora re- 
fc’lrenqe to the Attorney General. 

• Jc) Draft qf a Commission ; tht 

intended Ahi'ointmlnt ^nt front the Treasury 
to the^ttoraey GenertU. [Heport,,p. 43.] 
WiUmi«ss It has been represented unto us, 
that the ajipointment of^a fit dlid jtrnper 
person, to be Comptroller and Sun^'or . 
General of the Revenues of our Post'offii;!;(S 
in Great Britain, will greatly cuntribufo,j» 
the advancement of the same : and where¬ 
as John pACMsa has bi cn recomroende^ 
uijto us, for that purpose, be, having io- 
vented, and partly carried ^nto execution, 
a Plan for extending and improvii^ tlfo 
Posts, and fur*the more safe, expeditiQUC^ 
and regular conveyance of the Mails witUt* 
in our said kingdom ; which has already* 
proved highly beneficial to the trade and 
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*' that it tras drawn up in consequence of 
the conversations that liad passed, and 
would have been canied into eilect but 
* for these legal objection!^” [vide (d)]-r- 
TTie Report goes on to stale, “ That a 
** subsequent appoinhneiit, dated the 11th 
“ day ol Sept. 17HP,‘ was granted to Mr. 
" Palmer, under the Postmaster (General; 
y by which Mr. Palmer was constituted 
** Surveyor and Comptroller General of I 
« the Post Office, with a salary of 1,500/. j 
•' per annum, and an allowance of 2/. 10.«. 
“ per centuni, on the future net increased 
annual revenue beyond the sum of 
** 240,000/.; subp'cWo a proviso, that such 
** per-rcntiige should not be iillectcd, on 
** the one band, by any futuie j^rants or 
" pensions enlarged on the Post-Office 
€1 revenue, nor on the other hand, by addi- 
** tion rales of postage, or by any diminu-; 
**' tion or increase in the packet cxpendi- 
*' lure; and which salary and per-centage 
_ € -S——- 

commerce thereof; wc do ^therefore ap¬ 
point him, for and during his {(/>, Surveyor 
and Comptroller Gencial of the General 
Post-Office of Great* Britain, with all its 
connections and depentlencies of postmas¬ 
ters, contractors, deputies, accomptants, 

• comptrolleis, all .survejors,^cIrrks, sorters, 
window men, letter rcceivers,carrier.s, mes¬ 
sengers, and other officers and servants 
tiiercunto belonging ; giving and hereby 
granting, for us, our heirs and suceessors, 
to the said John Palmer, full power and au¬ 
thority to suspend any such officers or 
servants for neglect oV duty, or of such 
instructions or .directions asij they have 
already receiveil, or .shall hegealjer re¬ 
ceive, from wir Postmaster General or the 
said John Palmer, for the above purposes, 
as well as for the better conducting*the 
business of the said office. And in, order 
to a dbe and strict examination of all rx- 
'pences incurred in the management of the 
said revenues, it is our will and pl^ure, 
thbt no b^ls whatever respecting the same 
'bhall' be paid, faill they ere examined and 
(Hgned by the said John Palmer or his 
deputy, who are hereby authorized and 
required to call for such accompts, and 
oiraer the same before them, from time to 
time, when they shall judge itnccessary. 
And we htwiqg taken into our royal con- 
sKleration, the good and faithful services of 
the said John Palmer, for the advance- 
inent of our revenue, and *the advantage 
oil the commerce and manufactories of our 
‘1uhgd<^ of Great Britain, by greatly 
BCibeleratHig the conveyance of our mails 


•f directed to take place, and be conf. 
" puted, from the 2d dsy of August 1784, 
“ when the e.xecution of the Plan first took 
" place." Now, sir, I think the house 
must allow, that Mr. Palmer having made, 
the original Agreement, so fully performed 
on his p*art, he would not voluntarily have 
iiccepted this .subsequent Appointment, .so 
inferior both in powers and profits. Put, 
how was he situated, in consequence of tlic 
legal objection to his original appoint¬ 
ment, on the faith of which he had under¬ 
taken, and partly executed his Plan, and 
which objection might have been remov'Jfi'l 
by a new act of pai liament ? Mr. Palmer, 
to prevent the utter ruin of bis Plan by 
ihudelay and the invetri.ite ojqiosiiion it 
met with, accept'^d a temporal} .ijipoint- 
meiit fiom the Treasury lo i liable Imn to 
proceed in the execution ol’it, leaving the 
final settlement till he had compleatly 
fulfilled hes engagement, (/); and it was 

and packets, are also graciously pleased, 
as well as a rcivard for smli scrMces, as to 
encourage him to cuntiiiuu his exertions 
for furthering the same, to give and grant 
for us, our hens and successois, to the 
said John Palmer, an Annual Salary of 
1500/. to be p<.itl to him without d<'ductiou 
or abatement of any sort, out of the 
revenues of our said Post Office ; together 
with a further Allowance of such sum of 
money, annually, as shall be equal to 
per cent, on the Surplus of the said Reve¬ 
nues, on making up the accompts, at over 
and above the sum of /. winch ac¬ 
compts it is our will and pleasure shall 
continue to be. made up, and tho balance 
struck in the same manner as at present, 
in which, for the purjsoses aforesaid, no 
additional (len.sion or charge on the said 
revenue of the General Post Ofticc shall be 
iqcluded, as a deduction from the net reve¬ 
nue on w’hich the said per-centage shall be 
calculated, except for salaries and ex- 
penccs actually incurred in the manage¬ 
ment lOf the s.\mc. 

(/) Extract from Mr. Palmer’s Evidence. 
[Rejqort, p. S.j^Howr long did that objec¬ 
tion ^ 4 ^, the Attorney General impede the 

propos'd appointment ? About' a year_ 

When was any tiling more done in this 
matter ? In 1786.—-What* took place 
then ? I found dt so ncciessary to-* take 
son^e kind of stopointmt^t, to giVe me a 
power for the' further estabiisiknent of my 
Plan, and ImpiWrement of the Pbsts in 
Scotland, •tfiat’I^deriwd $oit the |>Kserl 
they would'giro!‘jtne «i 'appointmisnt ft' 
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nbt until the >e«u- 1789, aft«r the Report 
of the Commissioners of Enquiry so strong- 
_]y in his favour, and his letter to Mr. Pitt, 
'^’entreating thefulfilment of his origiiiaF 
Agicement, that he at last received this 
Appointment>\whLn the arrears of salary 
aiKhpor-centage were paid up aftel' about 
seven years delay, [vide (e) ] The difiej 
rence lu tweeen the Appoiiitineiit of 1789 
and the origin il one was this; the origina' 
Appointment was to have been held for 
life, indt pendant of the Postmaster Gene 
lal, giving Mr Palmer his low per-centage 
orf*tlie improved revenue without any 
restriction whatever, [vide (e)] The 
subsequent Appointment pictluded Mr 
Palmer his per-rentage on the fut«i-e 
enciea-itd postage, which the met its 
of his Plan might .enable government 
to lay; and, instead of being for life, 
under the rinwn only, was made put 
during pleasuie, and under the Postmaiter 
Gene I a I.— Now, sir, I appeal to this 
•house, if it was possible that Mr. Palmer 
would have incurred all this trouble, anx 
lely, liazard, and cxpenco, to plate him¬ 
self at last in the power of his opponents, 
or at the merry of anv administration 
who might wish to get iid of a projertor 
aftei having seemed the benefits of his 
Plan ^ But, Mr. Palmer, unfortunately for 
himself, acteil with too little reserve at the 
ont«( t; fudging of the integrity of the 
govei nment by his own, hav ing made the 
Agieeinent, he at once laid himselt open 
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to his employers, merely Mkiiig the 
sary powers to fiilfil it on bis part, relying 
on their good faith for a wmilar nonquei. 
Op receiving this^subsequent appoititmtfli 
alter the coinpleat execution of bis Piaq f 
too late to enforce hb original temufyibd 
could only complain of the tallufe on 
part, and express his apprehension fiir the 
consequence. This apprehension was tea 
licved by the assuiance of Mr. Pitt, that 
he should not be interibred with, that 
though nominally under the Postinastevi 
General, he was vir^ally under the Tr(Ui.» 
suty, who would alleys proter t him in tlU 
conduct of his Plan, «nd that.his agt 94 f* 
ment was equally valid as if secured by fi^ 
act of parliament. CgJ —^The Report ccm.-* 
tinues to observe, “ That* Mr. «Palinalr 
was paid his* specified salary and 
" per-centagen from* 2 d day of August 
“ 1784, up to the 5th day of April J793, 
" according to the afoi esaid directions and 
provisions of the said Appointment of 
“ the 11 th d.^ of Sept. 1789.” This, sir, 
IS the Appointment undef which the Com¬ 
mittee recommend Mr. Palmer to be paid, 
not amounting to the half of that original 
Agreement, which they declare him to 
have substantiated, and of which it was 
the Opinion the most eminent Counsel 
upon this Evidence, that a court of law 
would have compelled a specific perform¬ 
ance, had the bargain been made with an 
individual instead of the gov ernment of the 
countiy; (A)—^The next t)bservationstates. 


any way whatever as to profits, so as it 
gave me any pow er to proceed with my 
plan ; when an appointinint was given 
me, Mr. Pitt assuring me at the same time, 
that my agreement should in every re¬ 
spect be completed to my satisfaction.' 

^ (g) Extract from Mr. Palmeu's Avn/enev. 

[Report, p. 5, 6.]—Afoot the period pi 
tile Appomtment of tiie llth heptember 
1789, had you any conversation with Mr. 
Pitt, relative to the poweis that appoint¬ 
ment conveyed to you under the Pohtnias- 
ter Gefteral 1 always expressed my ap¬ 
prehensions to Mr. Pitt of the possible 
interference of the Postmaster Gi^ral; 
and the ill consequences that migifl (j^ow 
both to the plan, myself^ and the public, 
should it prove so, from the want of those 
powers agreed to be given me in the 
commission of 1 '185. Mr. Pitt assured me,. 
1 need entertain no apprehensions on Uiat 
score, and that my ^reement was equal- 
valid, as * 1 ^ sanctioned by an act of 
arUament.'^'At the time of your appofnt- 


ment of the llth September 1789 being 
made out, Mr. Pitt give you any as- 
siirantfs, y the protection'of the lioard 
of Treasui^ against any confroul or inter¬ 
ference on the part of the Postmaster 
ncral ^—1 was assured by Mr. Pitt, that I 
slSoulii feel myself equally protected by 
(!li^ Treasury, as if the Conimission In Oc* 
tobei 1785 had been earned into execu¬ 
tion Mdnd there was little probahdity of 
any^nterference to the prepidice of my 
plan.—^liid you ever cgnsidei^ yoursstf 
as acting undci tl»e controul of the Posf- . 
master General ?—No ; upon all ocuasiim#* 
where any direction^of theirs were Qirt 
prejudicial to the public service, I actgo 
agreeably to tiioir wisIhs ; when 1 thought 
otherwise, I resisted then ^ongimands, aw 
asserted m^ independence of their power 
or authority, and that I hekl my offiee 
agreeably to ifly commission of 1785, and 
virtually wider the Treasury. 

(A) Opinion (f Countel on the 
reported bp o Commtitee of the Home qf C»ia- 
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** Tljat the salary of 1500 1. a year having 
** originally been a<‘ccpted a» a coniiniita- 
lion for j>or-t‘Pntage, is not to be oonsi- 
« dert'd as implying thecdischarge cf rth- 
cial duties, and liable to be (I'srnntinucd 
"with a discoutiiiiijftjcc of thotc^ duties ; 

“ but to hlkve been jjfanteJ to Mr. Painter, 
"together with his pei-rentage on the 
" Post-Office reveiiu'' beyouil 240,000/. as 
** a fair and rc t-auiable compensation fer 
“ his invention, and his risk and trouble m 
** carrying Ins Plan int«i efli’ct; and that 
♦* the adiantages arming from it, which 
" have enabled government considerably 
•<tto increase the pcfct'igo of letters, agree- 
," ably to the principles laid down in his 
« original Plan, are pernionent, to the 
" publit; blit Mr. Palmer’s advantages 

— — , - - - - - ---- - 

sums, as to thf AttreenaU mule tiitli Mr. 
PAi.MEn./br ^/ic llhroitM mid Impkovi vn nt 
qf the Post Oiiu e and its Rnvnur, and m 
to his Smpi'rUioh. —W'l. have ]ieiustd the 
evidence contained in llicRepcil of the 
ComiiiitUu' appointed to rbnsidi-r of the 
agreement iiiaib' with Mr. Paliiiei, fur the 
rehirmand improveinent of the P/ostOlliee, 
&c. and vve are of opinion, that by that 
evidence, the at’i'ii meiit, us insisted upon 
by Mr. Palmer, i-. proved Itv vvliicli as 
WAS ongitially unde, Mr. Palmer would 
have been uiiiticd to the pir-ceiitagc 
upon the uicre,iN 0 of the then net icvemie 
of tlicPost-Olbce ; :ukI that by the agiee- 
meiit as after luoddicd, he w is eicitlcd to 
1500/. a year, and a pei-ceiitage upon 
♦he net revenue exceeding 240,000/. a 
year. And w e,are of upuiid^i, that Mr. 
Palmer lia^ Ijj'llv ptrfoimed hisroarjt of the 
agreement, mucli to the advaumge of the 
public. Wc are also of opinion, (wbuh is 
indeed impossible to doubt) that 'if a 
patent had been granted to Mr. Palmer 
as originally intended, nothing which 
since pabseu could have deprived him of 
the benefit of Ins agreement: beck^e all 
that is iiypiited now to Mr. PalnwTwises 
from'inisnndcT.s^andings and disputes L.i 
tween the Postmaster.-tJeneral -and him, 
*and which could never ha^e cxi.sted if a 
.'p^ent had been g/anted to him as urigU 
nally intended, under which he would not 
liave been in any respect dependant on the 
J*ostmaster*G^ieral. We are alsv> of opi- 
nion, that though by the appuinlinent which 
lAral granted to Mr. Palmer, lUirereni from 
that originally intended, hc^Vi'as made suh- 
j^t to the controul of the Postinaster Ge- 
*neral, (because by the constitution uf the 
Post Office, as established by act of parlia- 
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" must terminate with hi» life.’' Titis is 
merely the deduction from h former Ob- 
-.ervation relative to the commutation of 
the pcrrceutage on the bjix estimated at 
90,000/. by which Mr. Palu.'cr was a loser 
of750/.per ann. as 1 have alrejiO y explained. 
—^I’lie CumraiUee further observe, •' Tlnetif 
V the appuinlmciit, originally promised to 
" ]Vlr. Palmer, and upon the faith uf which 
« he stated himselt to lia.vc undertaken 
“ the full execution of bis Idan, had biLii 
“ carried into eflect, the causes whit h led 
" to his suspension could not have occurred, 
" as ho would then have been fiee fiom -rhe 
“ controul, and indepenhant of the Post- 
“ masters general. i\iid, that Mr. Palmer 
“ u)>pcar.s, in all his arrangements, to have 
" paid great atienlion to economy as well 

lueiit, no patent could be grained to bun, 
by which lie was to act uidepeudantly of 
tlioa Postmastei tieiierul) yet there is iio- 
tlipig in the abov c-mentiuned evident e 
which ought to deprive him of the bent lit 
of his agrtciiieiil, nor which could in a 
court of justice have iliat eileiIt t sta- 
biislied by this evideiite, that the public 
derived from Mr. Palau r’sexcilioiisall the 
b( lit fit which he had held lortli as likely 
to .iccriie from them ; and that he hail 
ai Icti with diligence and with perleit iii- 
tegi It y in the di.scli.irge of liis duty. And 
allliouglt wc do not a[)piove of the lelleis 
written by Mr. Paliiiei to his dcpiilv> Mr. 
Bonner, whu h are the grounds for deiniv- 
iiig Mr. Palmer ot the benefit of liis agice- 
ment, and wc do not mean to say that a 
subordinate officer in any de|)arfmeut 
ought not to behave with respect to his 
superiors, we think those letters are far 
from a sufficient ground to deprive him of 
that benefit. We also think it very doubt¬ 
ful whether a Court of Judicature would 
li^ve thought that any attention ought to 
be paid to those letters, because, they w ere 
written in confidence to his deputy, and 
under an impression (though probably ill 
foiind.«d) that the Postmaster General were 
unlavourablc to him, or from mistake, or 
tnisconceptinn, were thwarting or imped- 
)ng^aj{]Q lu the execution of his plan. 
An(ii%Wfe think it appears from evidence, 
that the deputy wlio communicated those 
letters to the Postmaster General, and thus 
betrayed his private confidential irarrcs- 
poj^dence, was himself vrorthy of no cre¬ 
dit, and acted a very blameabke part in the 
transaction with White, as appears from 
thj report. J. MAXsriiym'i T. EnawiNp, 
V.' Gibbs, Watj.sa Adam. 24thApril I79b 
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<* as improvement, and to have acted vith 
*' strict integi ity, having at the outset of 
'' his arduous undertaking procuied the 
'* oeii^^yance qf mails at 20,0001. a year 
“ less titiia proposed, and government 
*<^00011 acted ^or; and \\c obsei\t, that lu 
“the four'yeats only subsequeift to hts 
" leaving the office, vu fiom 1793 tf> 
“ 1797, the excess m the expendituie 
“ amounted Ui upwaids ot 115,000/ lie- 
“ > ond that ot the four } cars previous to 
“ hts suspension and during his in'inic,c- 
“ ment."—I shall take this opportuiutv 
orsdetcnding Mi Palmer’s conduct m the 
Office, and those]irivate Ictteis tin gi ounds 
ot Ins suspension, and I most eainestly 
icqucst tlie attention ol the house to aiiis 
explanition, as 1 think it must satisty tin 
doubts ot honoui ibic gi iiticiiieu who cu¬ 
te t tain any on the subjcit, and 1 shall 
icly nith confidence in their hberaiitj,, iii 
not wishing to perstveie in an opihion, 
should 1 give them just grounds lor ilter- 
ing it With respect to the consisttiic\ 
IIcomtntnikd liy thciiglit hon gcMiihiinn, 
I think tint must op< i tie ui tivoiir ot 
the Petitionei, as the only opinion tint 
has eve I been i \pi essed by the house ol 
" onimons on the sub)C( I ot Mr Paliuoi’s 
chillis, IS the lepoit ot the committee 
which I am now reading In defcnliiig 
Ml Palmei’s conduct, my chiirugrct is, 
in being obliged to st iie any tiling that 
nia\ be unpleasant to the fi clings of tiu 
noble lords who suspeiulcrl him; as 1 am 
t ouvinccd, howevei anxious their luidships 
might have bieii to lie lelrascd tiom a 
prison who disputed and denied their au- 
tiioiilv over him, it was tai lioin tin n 
intention to iii|urc Air Palmei m his 
einractei or loitune tins conviction 
pioceedstiom the endinci itsi It, in wiiic h 
the noble lotds, though obliged to loitii 
forward in defence ot tlieir own condjict, 
speak with a warmth ot Mi Pahnei’s 
pi isonal integiity, winch could only havi 
proceeded from their desire to do him 
pisticc in that lespect, (i) and load \\ il- 
singhTim, who from the suggestions ot 

(») Extractfrom laudWAtsiNOHAj^M/ 
dence. —[Repoit, p. 29 und'iO you 

evei any leason to entertam a ooubt ut 
the peisonal integrity of Mr. Palmer ^— 
^Oii never in the smallest degree Bittact 
fiom the Cuesiejifiild’s Mvidencf 

Had yoa ever any reason to enteifkm a 
doubt of the personal integrity of Mr 
Pg^ier ’—j^csire to abide by tne answer 
I giion by lota WalsinghaiQ. * 

I VoL XI 


eiio 

less 

go- 

ract 


others had beui led, in many n^spooUCtt 
doubt the merits of the plan, dechtree tst, 
Mr. Palmei m a letter, « That *Ue htth 
nell deserted hig salary, and per-centaoe, 
for A Inch the faith of govei nment is ptftd^ 
ed to hyn ” {k) NdW 1 should think that 
such evidence might be coifclusiTe, in 
w hie h the very peison who suspended 
i’almer fiom his office, and who even duM 
puted Ills SI n ices to the public, declares* 
Ins (oiiviction ot the pledge ot govern 
nieiit, and the iiicoiiuptibie integiity of 
the petitinnei, a tailiiie in which couM 
alone hate toiieited such agreement.*'^ 
Ihcse lotteis aie ineftnt to establish thme 
cluigcs. hist, that Mi Palmer reccto* 
mended the payment of an exorbiUmt 
bill, socoudlj, that he si^ed a'talse eo- 
count, and lastly, tliat he ctcated a delay 
111 the delivery ut the letteiswith the view 
nl tin owing the blame on the PostniasCkr 
<,eiicnl —fhe first change relates to a 
Ml W ilson, by whose medhs, being the 
piincipil eo|iti actor, Mr Palniei was 
ibic d to < onvt y the mails at 20,0001. 
til III hi hid oiigm^liy proposed and 
iiiiimiut agKcd tor. buuly, this 
alone establishes Mr Palmci s mti'gnty. 
1 belie\e it is pretty well undeistoim the 
a Iv intagc, iijiire or less, that has been 
taken bv individuals in coiitiacts with 
govei nment ^ and had Mft Palmci been 
inclined to have aiailtd hinisell of it, ha 
might have done it in this inst iiiceu->f 
Dunng a icmpoiarv lesidciice m lieland, 
his deputy intoi mid him by lcttci,thatt^rd 
WaUmgham had been making a most im- 
piuiideiitjagicehicnt uath Mr Wilson for 
the c^lalwshment at twol^ail roaches to 
Cheltenifuii, tui the act ommodation of 
his majesty. 1 leave the house to judge 
of the mischief to be apprehended from 
*ttiis,inteiterence, by which a set of oim- 
W ictors who, by Ml. Palmer's tlianage* 
meat, had been* reduced to one third of 
/■;-1- 

(A) Lttter from Lot d Walsix^hah to 
PiLULR, daud Dec. 23tn, 17l>7 —[Report, 
p 99 ] 1 hai u lung wished to see t^t pqjmt 
cleared, of your plati cxisUng less than the 
old one , for 1 have undeistood, myaiinm}y, 
that It cost raoie, but that tlie beaefil; ovei- 
4} iid tjte expencc. Be it one pi the other, it 
was A mdst foituiiate reflation, and 
will well (ieseivethe salaiy and ccmmis^Od 
on tlie increased rcienue, tui which fhn 
faith of«govci nment is pledged to 
Your’s, &.C, IV Bead, and torward .,pbua 
to Groves. 

O 
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their'ori^nAl price, (/) were thus tempted 
to breek Ihcir rn^agenients with liim, in 
i tlUI'ho|ie of making more advantagemi!) 

' tunns with their lordships The wonden^ 
' wua, how, after such interference, Mr. 

. Phitncr could keep them to his oit'n re¬ 
duced price*; ana so far from deserving 
' censure, 1 think he was entitled to sonu- 
credit tor obviating a difficulty in which 
lur'Could not be interested but for the pub- 
Ite advantage, to which his own bon* so 
small a propoition. The best method he 
cbuld adopt he did. By his immediate 
. mmonstranec ho obliged the engagement 
(tf one coach only initcad of two, thereby 
saving the half of the intended expence; 
btft knowing the value of Wilson, \wHo had 
been the first to take those low contracts, 
which others had refused,‘■Mr. Palmer svas 
oKtXious to retain him ifl the tfoneern, and 
therefore in this letter referred to by the 
right hon. gcmlerjan, he desires his de)>uty 
towll him, that though he was sensible ol the 
exorbitance of the rharge, y/'t in consi- 
deraticn of hii former good conduct, 
he should not expoMJ him by refusing the 
piyment, and would therefore reesinmend 
tstfd Wahingham to settle it. In lact, his 
lordship’s extravagant order to spare no 
expellee would liaie jnstiCod Wilson’s 
bill in any court of l.iw'. But, after all, Mr. 

g lmer, as stated in the evidence, obtained 
abatement of a considerable charge, 
account of commission, which other- 
.wine would have been paiil. This private 

'{l)Exfract from Mr. P vi.i^eh’ s IRviilence .— 
rfteport, p. 37.J,—is the new ino|;'t> of con- 
'Wyance by thr mail less expen^-ve- than 
old mode, and how ?—By my first 
•. I^posal, the conveyance for mails was to 
hive been 3d. per mile each way per da*y,^ 
trinch ^ c£. 4,000 miles, being the nUin- 
-Mfr which the coaches travel (as appeal^ 
A pupdr before this committee) i^uld 
h«re amtftinted to of. 3d,00() per yearly I 
r^ttcgd thi(,charge to Id. per mile, ^hiith 
public .£.24,000 pir annum. 
‘^trad/rom Mr. Pa£mer’s LeUer to 
. daifd 1785.—[Report, p. 

I It was proposed in the plan, to give 
rmiproved expedition and security to the 
’'rtii roads frOiU Ta>ndun, and some of the 
& road.s, for rfhe payment of Sri. pef 
* ‘ t|ie allowance for guards, and an 
from turnpike tolIi|. ‘ The con- 
U art now made for the greater part 
bribe kingtlotn ftom London for tfk allow- 
of j(naWs,Ymd ihe'exemptioii of tum- 
p&b tolls only. 



letter* at the same time expresses a wish to* 
the deputy, that Wilson in his interview 
with Ion! Walsinghain might give his , 
lordship siirh a specimen ol ^vbat hjfivrig^ 
expect from meddling with pftrsaris of his 
description, as would prcvenSfti future 'U'jp* 
terfcrence so prejudicial to the fnteit.sirtt' 
tlin public. The right hon. gentleman has 
ilenominated this transaction a gross want 
of economy on the part of, Mr. Palmer, 
w'ho, ill one instance, h.id .saved more 
than 20,000/. a year tb the public ; yet, 
without imputing to him a wilful misre- 

E resentation, 1 < annot Iml complain thetf* 
c should base formed fiis opinion upon 
the mere [iciusal of this private letter in 
the t’videncp, when, >f he had attended to 
Mr. Palinei’s explanation, it must have 
have coiiviiu ed him of the fin t being di¬ 
rectly the contrary ol w'hat he has asserted; 
and a‘ hat Mr. Palind’s only motive in 
writihg tins letter to bis deputy was for 
the public good. For, had he wished for 
a moment to have c neouraged this frau- , 
diileiit < haige, as it is called, he had only 
to have been silent; as, in that case, loid 
Walsmghnn must, and w'ould have paid 
the whole of the bill, from which Mr. 
Palmer made the deilnction above men- 
tioiipfl; and the proof that lord Walsing- 
iiatn would have paid the whole is this, 
that his lordship made still more extrava- 
g lilt contracts after this period, than this 
veiy one which Mr. Palmer, from motives 
of policj’, and to satisfy Wilson, and deter 
lord Walsingham fioni further mischief, 
recommended to be paid. But to enable 
the house to judge fairly agaiu.st whom 
this cliarge .ihonid stand, and what would 
have hern fhc ellccts of their lordships 
contracting generally for the mails instead 
of Mr. Palmer, I beg leave to state the 
diftereni e betwixt Mr. Palmer’s contract , 
for the only mail coach he agreed for, (I 
mean fiar the accommodation of his ma¬ 
jesty) and those made by their lordships. 
Toe contract made by‘Mr. Palmer in 
1789 fof the royal mail, was at the rate of 
tri* per day ; those made by tbe Poslmas- 
tei -Gancral, before and after his suspension, 
werfa^mMhe rates of 18/. 9#. 13/. l*fo. 

14/. 2A and 21/. 5a. per day, being from 
double to nearly treble the price Mr. 
Palmer contracted for; and his thus en¬ 
deavouring to rescue the public innho 
best ^vay be •could* from xthe imposition 
was macle one of the charges against Mr. 
Palmer! {«) It is lastly, to be obseirved, 
- 

(w) Extract J¥om Mb. PacmBr's Eoidt^ct. \ 
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tSat the private letter, the foondatioB of people, to aafiat thU mao i^the rtcoSj^^ 
* ' is dated in October 1788, tion of the various joanie^ j^had 

‘ smunth prior to his ap- formed, and to make 04 !a rair bill ace<H4v' 
- the Post Master General, ifigly. This viifis done, and the #bolll 
charge relates to a man that Mr. Palmer meant by teUing.^dl. 


Arho was employed on the 
'fcaas, u... kept an accounl of tra¬ 

velling evpencps with Mr. Palmer’s de¬ 
puty. On the latter complaining to Mr. 
Palmer of tlii« man’s neglect, and that he 
tnuld not hriiig him to an account for 
inonies advance, Mr. Palmer sent for 
White, .nid after taking him to task for his 
niiW'ondnct, desired a Mr. Hasker, the sn- 
perinteiidaiit of the mails, and of tin se 

—[Report, p. 3+.] Do you recollect liv¬ 
ing hail i^iiy ti-aiisactiorih with a pcr^mi of 
the name of Wilson,.iii the Post Oftice ? 

1 do.—State \\h.it they were f—Dining 
my aliscncejti Ireland, in 1788, on ofI\^ial 
business, my deputy sent me t\so of ford 
Walsingliam’sletters, authorising tno mail 
• coaches a day, for his majesty’s actoiunio- 
datioa whilst at (Jheltenhain, to be estab¬ 
lished at any exjicnce. I disapproved of 
the very improvident and extravagant 
mode by which tins very proper actom- 
innd.itiuii was to be carried into efleit; 
and fniding on my return Mr. Wilson the 
miitractormucb elevated by being allowed 
locontiaet with the Postmaster C'eneia! in 
<1 way s> much nioio benefici.il to liiiiist If 
tb.in oil the teinis to which he had been, 
alter much tiouble, reduced bv me (as I 
li.id got the contrai ts down from 'id, to Id. 
jier unic, Iniug a saving of £,‘20,()00 
year) I refused to sign the .iccounts of 
Alt. \\ ilsuii, and left him to settle with l,is 
lordship, who at fiist disputed the pay¬ 
ment. Thus circumstanced between tlic 
two parlies, I wrote the letter to iny (le- 
puly of the 16th of Oct. 1788 ; for on 
considc-iation of Mr. Wilson’s other iiieyts 
with the public, in having engaged in mail 
contracts which others had deeiined, and 
lie being then very necessary in the con¬ 
cern, it ap(ie lied prudent in me to protect , 
him ; 3nd 1 likewise thought it expedient 
to obviate the mischief which might 
arise from the Postmaster Generar&’in|)w- 
ference with the contractors, wfiidrap- 
peared extremely dangerous botn to tlic 
revenue and myself; however, on a meet¬ 
ing ^ith Mr. Wilson, I prevailed on him 
to make a deduction gp this charge^ fur. 
comoiissio*; the consequence of this was, 
diat their lordships left me to make the 
ue^ contract,'^ 1789, for the Royal Mail, 
ybhich 1 did for por mile only, aad'l50 


tion ot tne various journe^^ m nad 
formed, and to make onta Wbili hce<H4r. 
ingly. This vggs done, and ^0 #1)^ 
that Mr. Palmer meant by teUing.h^. 
deputy,in a letter that " he was glaSiJIi^ 
" bill was paid aa being an afikward 
siness,” was a mere caution for his 
ture conduct; as however just this 
was, and actually below the sum advwc^' 
Mr. Palmer was unwilling to encourage $t 
precedent liable to abu.se, that of aUowil||g' 
the payment of the smallest sum, ^ 
which the proper v out lit r w as not ,prp.<'.. 
ducerl. (n )—But it may well bn imag^Hgli^ 

—-;-; . ■ rfa 

guiiu js,to two of the conti actors for th^ 
trouble in eoiulucting and otci looking tllhj 
whole business. *Tlic next coach, in 
(I being 111 ^kolland) their lordships cop* 
traded for at Is. per mile ; the followjiqg 
year, 1792, after niy suspension, at 6d. p^, 
mile; in 1791., at 9^. pelTnftle; in 17S%,. 

' at Is.; and ^11 1790, nl'Qi/.; but the 
way of taking the.se expeuces is, for the , 
whole cxpcuces of the coai hos for eachi 
tlisliuct year to be taktui together, by 
\v hit h, and from the account before the ^ 
committee, it will appear that the contiaot ‘ 
madt by me, jii 1789, was at the rate of 
£. 8 pel d.ty, and those made by the Post* 
rn.'istci (leiieial, bcl'oic and Kince my sus* 

I t iisiun, h.iv e been at the rates of£. 18. 9ts,Jr 
£, 13. lU. £. IK 12«. and £. 21. S*M 
pci day. / 

(») Ertractfiom Ma. Ciivbues BoNNon*n 
Evidence. [Report, p. 30.] Dm you receivn 
any icttci h'uin Mr. Palmer, relative to the 

f ussing Accounts of i^bert Whited 
have ii my pocket a letter from Alt- 
Palmer on that subject.—Have you smys < 
objt’ttion to ])roduce that letter ?-—brone4 ' 
it IS (i.itcd the 27th of August 1790. ReUtt 
7lvit pai t of the letter which relatcif to tbh 
subject ?—I will. It is as follows; *'14m ' 
glai^Vhitc’s Bill is si^cd, for ihat wus^*., 
«saukwardest business before lip.*' 
^I^asury.” [The Lettgr shevtn to Air- ^ 
Palmer, and acknowledged by him 
hU band-wi iting.]—Did you give 
any orders in what nfenner he was to 
pare his Accounts > No.—Did you 
vVhito’s Accounts when mudo. oqt 
Was ik your custom to st^ jgiotf nf 
Accounts ^)f the office before tbfv wei2» J 
sent to tlic Accountaut-Goneral -It wyb ' 
—Can you st*te any reason why you 
not sign*White’s Accounts ?—-Prom Hlv'" 
moment the Connjptroller General suggeatfld 
the idea of having false vouchers propie<^ 
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thtC in the progress of this plan, amidst 
all the'Opposition Mr. Palmer mot svitb, 
▼aiions description of persons he 
snMe Obliged to employ on the roads, that 
VAity sums might nave been charged, of 
Which an exact account could not he kept 
But, with respect to the aceount in qnes- 
tiotli It was not in fact sigiud by Mi 
Blaimer,nor is it pioduccd in the evidence 
«k signed by him; therefore, if thtrt 
could have been a doubt as to the iiiirit^ 
4 if bis motive, no cliargc w as eslabli^hi d — 
Bttt to piove how little Mi Palniei couhl 
Bo personally iiiteresled m thepivmcnl 
Clf this bill, and hui^ totillv unwoithv ol 
credit the deputy who biought iorunid 
the cliaige, I beg leave to read to tiie house 
an extract Ot*a letter fiom the deputy to 
Mr. Palmcij relative to*tUis subjci t, con¬ 
tained m the evidenefe, pag^ 3+ to wh'f h 
I earnestly lerjuest thtii attention, this 
deputy being nthe onlv witness upon 
the next and last «haige— J rtiait of 
a Lettfr f)om Mn BoNNoa«./o Mu Pii- 
MCK, dated June 1791 —“ Anotiui souue 
** of great and imcpiestionable loss to 
me, attmded also with ciuumstaiut s 
** of cnibiriassmint and pcipIcMty niiti 
** to be ovi itoinc aiose fioiii the dipied i 
tion coinimrud upon ini pipiis uluii 
” my desk and liook-caso w n t hi oke open 
^ and iifUd,*aiKl led box was stolen 
away. It is tothiscvtntl hair to at- 
tiibute almost all thf contusion I hut 
' 1 ^'exjierienccd to aiisi hom the wnit of 
** keeping a regulai see ount of all < ish 
s^matleis, and 1 may iciy lairlv con 
*f sidci It as the occasion of invelosinjr some 
w hundteds pounds , for i\ as. in tht 
habit of transacting money conccins 
Cwith diflfeient people about the office, 
** who kept no account at all; and w'hen 
** toy account was lost, 1 was left at the 
*c mercy of their ignorance ol my fufr 
f* claims at least, w hich subjected me to 

making good deficiencies m tii^Ac- 
coo&tk, 1 declined being in any respect^ 
party to such a business , and the Supei- 
S&teiMant of the Mails, Mr Hasker, was 
culled upon by the Comptroller General to 
t with, and instruct White, in the doing 
It was to the ('omptruller General, and 
tome,tfhgt thorough di ails of those 
J^counts were shewn, picvious to then 
^ing fiiily written out for signature, 
tbe same reason that hiducod me to 
]. 4 lc}uie taking any part of tbw business 
was my reason for not signing them when 
prepared. 
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" the same alarming consequences that a 
“ bad principle m them might have occa- 
*' sioned i had instances in the adjusting 
“ ouc account only, which are s .iicient 
" to confirm niy ft|)prehpn8i»»>'i though I 
“ do nof imagine there was tny design lo 
“injure me, hut m cejtaiii periotts "^nT 
•« White’s account, iguiist which I hap- 
“ pem d to have menioiandums ol dillertnt 
“ sums 1 hid idiaiiced to him, there wcu 
“ omissions to the amount of between 300/ 
“and 100 / and against siuh paitol Ins 
“ aceount 1 had no cheek at all; the sums 
“ he hid omittid he perUctlv lecollec’feil 
“ when I brought them loiwird , but he* 
“«isu>>’dc to iccolleet any, omissions 
'* But such IS I was liile to point out, al- 
“ though in eirtuii j»aits of the,iVccount, 

" the propoi tionate amount of monies ad- 
“ mitted are snout ol all coinpinsonbelmv 
‘ • hit was advanced foi siipdai peiiods 
“ undci the dates, as to do away all eiuubts 
*• as to the omission of articles, to my iiie- 
“liievable less, and lo a very severe* 
'‘amount, as between the month ol heb 
" I7h7, and Mai eh 17S8, wliieh was one 
"month only be foie those papcis wcie 
“ stoh n, no moie thin Jt>l 13s is chaiged 
' mainit him, ilthou.jh the usu il dtni ind 
" loi the months picc* ding w is, upon tin 
" avciaj,(, 25/ jnr month, and the suh^t- 
" quent tonsidcialily more, so that at the 
“ lowest tonipul Uion I must be a loser of 
•'moie thin 200/—ind In doing this, 

" Sir, I hope 1 mi-y be allowed, Inst ol 
" all, to su.,gcst, that b\ mikmg in>scll 
" responsible, as I hithcifo have done, loi 
" all the cnnscqnem cs of the loss uf oflicial 
'*docuinonta, which it was. not in my 
"power to prevent, as well as fiom the 
" various unquestionable idv antes of cash 
"on your private At count, ol which no 
" entiy can be shewn, I ceitaiuljr placed , 
"*myself in a situation, which, however 
" pioper for me to sustain while things 
" were in a piogressive state of ariange- 
" mrnt, ought not to subject me eve iitu- 
" ally to the making good to the utmost 
I" extent those losses which do not arise 
fnem my own personal misconduct, hovv- 
" ceitain it is that such must be the 
« to a very scveie dtgiee ”—The 
Deputy here confesses, that he only could 
be, and asset ts that he actually was, the 
loser to a considerable amount by Wtirte's 
neglect —About t.vo ydHrs after this cir¬ 
cumstance, upon Mr. l^lmer’svuspensioa. 
White, at Uie instigation of the Deputy, 
wrpte a letter to the Post Mister Geifcra), 
accompaoied With an affidavit that thei^ 
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Accounts were talsp. In his Examination singham on being quefliU«mfl4l as to Ui&f a 
I'ofore the Oomiuiitee in 1797. as appears point declaies." that he ha» no reanxi 

-i*>nce, he cxpiessly stateb. that " that oc m any other instance to impiriO « 
Mt, (the particulais of "io Mr. Palmer .any private mtoMSt of 
cvollect) weie diawn " his own m makine up die office ae* 
by wlio'.e dcsiic he "counts” (p) And xhis Charge was Oda*- 
, oie to the lontinH of sidered altogether as so frivolous*, that 
the latte., as fiom the Deput}& Hasker himself, the agent ui this busmesik 

himself he receiver .he urdei to make out and who attended the Committee ior the 
the accounts with Mr llaskei, nnd that puiposeot being examined, was not even 
the whole amount had been advuiccd and called upon, but has continued in the 
laid out 111 the servile, hut tliat, in some Post-Ofiicc to this day, and whose salaryn. 
inst luces, tiom the lo<>s of touchers sums with that of \ irious othei officers, wef# 
liatl^been rhaiged from memory onl> to considerably raised after Mr. PalmCr^a 
make good the dtncieiic\ (o) i.oid W xl- suspension, though hctiad endeavoured 

-;--- tain whilst in oHice, to procure them n 

{(>) Litrmt fiotn the Fitthnre qf RonAir trifling addition to then in^mcs Thii^ 
WmiE [Report, p II]—Wiiai aie the indeed, was one of the chiet groftmds ftf'‘ 
contents of the aihdntu which jou took dispute with the* Post-masters General; 
hcloie th( liOid Majoi —Respecting Ac- fjULigstance, tins Mi* Hasker’s salary was 

< ounts belonging to the Post Oflu e—WJwt origmklly 100/ a year, MiyPalniei aps* 
aip the facts contained in the aflidavit^— phed repeatedly for an addilioii to it of 
Rel xting to nothing else but the Accounts, only 50/ a yeai withoutyffect; but, be> 

•which tre tiavcliing and incidental ex- foie he had baen disffltsseo fiom the Offlefc 
p<nc<s—What did youswcai in that affi- a twehemonth, Mr llaskei’s salary was 
li XMt about tho c Accounts?—I do not rt- laiscd fiom 100/ tp 700/ a year-~-TbO 
tollext the pxUKulars, the letter stated last Charge ielates to the delay in the de- 
tho paiticiilais—What w is the gcnei il livery of the letters With respect to thu^ 

< Ikct tints nil su ui e xboiit till Accounts?— it has been contended by Mr. Palmer's 
Rt spcctiiig tin in o lilts, bx oiiki of the Counsel, that lus pi irate letters would not 

< nmptrollci (niinxl mil his Deputy , beitceivcdas evidence in a comt of jus- 
111 uU out the Vccounts xccniding to then ticc, hut, I xvish not to staAd a moment i 
ordn—Did ion say m that afhilivil, on this ground, and am ready to admit! 
whcthci tin \n omits'VC 1 C tint or f list <•— these Ictteis, how ever unworthily betrayeef.# 
'llnj were inxdt out to ton i idcficiciKy All I contend and mean to piove is tnisjy 
of a sum nil inc* d —\\ ho ailx iiicxd tin that the\ bear no lelation to the fact they 
money \ous|)r ik ot Ihc 1)( putyf omp ate meant to substantiate lamieadyto 
tioljei Otueiil, 1 sup])os( on ic< omit ot tilow tlnt^icse lettcis aff t^e moments in 
the Coniptrollei Centi il , but tli it I c >n wlnili they were written she«v a desire oh 
notsiy—Who oidcudxouto mxkt the Mr Palmer’s pait, not to cieate, but raffier 
Accounts out ?—lie Deputy ( omptrohei to ^encouiage an existing and growing 
Cencial—^Who told you how to niikc tipgkct amongst the subordinate officem, 

, them out?— Uiidei the diuitimiof Mi ^le Consequence of the disputes f^twixt 
llaskci—^What was the uicasion of tlio tlf&ir superiois, probably conceiving at 
dehciemy in ^our \ccounts<'—^Thiough such moments no other remedy than bnng- 

Vouchers hi ing mislaid, m many m- —-*. 

stances, and lost —^Did j ou charge the lU^'Hie Deputy Comptroller General.-^- 
money_m those Accounts, the Vifuchtrs^^ho told you what fb swear ?—-Th® 
ofwhich weie lost ?—Ibeie miy be aitiy same person that drew the affidavit ap.-«aL 
cles charged in the Accounts from meiftg^ Who diew the affidafit ? The same pel**' 
only—Did you chaigc an> auicl^s ys^li son 

you do not remember to have pjjifC al- ip) Exhact from Lord 'WAttiHttkAti^i 
though you had lost the Vourhets?—No— Endence. [Report, p 28]—Coittn Mr. 
j[Iow came you to write a letter to the Post- I^lmet^s personal interest 4)e4tt ill nlfect* 
masffir General ?—By the directions of the ed by the ettlement of While's Jlj^ 
Deputy Comptrxfilei-Wowlame you to counts?—Plgive no reason whatesier m 
make an affidavit ?—^By the same direc- impute to Mt Palmer, in ffiat or itt 
tion —Who mid you what toAvnte ?—"nie other respect, his having any private 
sanft per80».S*-Who wiote thejetter*?— terest of his own upon ffie making up 

Myself.—Who saw it before you signed | the Office Accounts. 
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am tilii diBoider to its crisis. But» as Mr. 
I^liiwor States » these were only transioiit 
z ^sabotights ubitii seldom outhicd die day> 
** and were nevei, upon^ny occasion, aft- 
**«d on,*’ noi IS theic a siiule passage 
throughout these lefurs to prove^tbe con* 
trasy. 'l*helaetot them, extracted liom 
a Img and confidential loiicspoadence, 
4rawn from Mi Palnir r at moments of 
mntation which 1 belicrt fiw Umpers 
could havt vsulistoud, is dated in (KioIhi 
1%0O; and (I III in., th( whole oftbispe lod, 
not the slight! st < ompUint appt irs to h i\ c 
Iften made on till paituftht public ui tlu 
HohUmaslcis (sincfil. The actual debty 
kooh place in 17Q2, and, with the t xcc p- 
tron of these piivale lettcis, tiw last of 
which Was Written newly two ytais bc- 
ifore, the Past-mast *ts (feiit i tl contess tjiat 
they have no othei lividenCe to piove this 
•chaige tha^ the baic asstitmn ot thi 
Deputy; end I appeal to the house d 
any ciedit At ild be gnen to sorb testi¬ 
mony But, si'r,!’shall fnitbei and 
prove s\ho did cieatetliis deli}, that it 
was the sole ac t of (}iis vc ly Depots, by 
ostablishiiig a cheek upon (Ik c Inrgc 
takeis m the Othco, as e\pllined in tin 
following Minutes betwixt the Post-m istti 
General and himself, eoiitamed m the ile- 
poit, p. 100— Ahnutt tff Pmt-masi r Ue- 
ftanl—(Mtfietal Poii Offut, Mmck ll, 
!’702—"The Post-inastcr (icnenl desire 
** to know whcdbci Mi lioniiui h is, or has 
*' not, taken of! the cheques wine h bad been 
recently imposed,and which the Post- 
** mastci Geneial nevei saw till they hid 
been canle^l nito cxecutioiib md winch 
*" they have os yet given no omeis to i< - 
"move If these <liecjues do esseiitiall}' 

** delay the debvt ries, Mi Bomioi is at 
"libeity to postpom them, but if tli^ 

I" do pot, and will answer the effect lli|t 
was intended by them, they should by 


imi 

•* all means be continued. W. Ch M a. 
Bonnok’s Aimxt. General Port Offiije, 
March IS, 17Q2.—" One only of the new 
•< cheques has been discontinued, ««1 ><iat 
" IS the clicquc on the Cbarj^^e-t^ftOrs, 1 he 
"time lost by It was veiw|t’Onsjdejablj^, 
" but that loss of time ptoeeijdCu uuv ittmt 
t" the operation ot the cheque itself, but 
" from the ignorance and incapability 
"of sonic of the Jiilaiul Oiliceis, whose 
' dcfuiineics it bis been the peculiar 
" mint of this clic efue to dc b et, ”— 

It line appe iis, thit this ebeclv which li id 
bicn uiiioiod VI IS the sole c aiisc of«Shis 
cicta}, and till-, it once* cxplanis tlic dif¬ 
ference M *wi\t till delivery the week bc- 
fcAc and week <bci \Ii Pilmci’s suspen¬ 
sion on the 7th ot M iicli, as stiteil b> the 
Postinastn (icitciak—But, I should have 
obsc ivcd, tb it the it letters vveic not the 
•.,- 4 Qinuls ot Ml PaUnn’s su pt iisiun, but of 
iU*e ontinuance 'iln nominil giound of 
suspension, vi is inertly the leiusil of the 
kev of bis dooi to Insclepiity whom In li id, 
suspeiitic el, and who on being it stoicd to 
his situiti m bv ilie P i\I (• came to tli- 
inand his kc} in in impeitiiient ni iniiii, 
iltei the houis ol business, without pio 
due ing their loidsbips aulli ii ity All this 
IS explained in the evidi in <, and tbit Mi 
Palmer did dclive i iqi the kt y the moment 
It was pi ope ily applied ioi (») Ilovvevei, 


{q) Ext) ait fiomth. Entl qf CiiVjEa- 
fliCD^s Bijte/oitJC—[Report, p. 9 { 

btfaer proof had youi Lordship, except I 
the declaration of Mr Bonnor, that th^ 
late delivery of let^rs was occasioned by 
Palmer ?—We had at that time no 
htW proof.—^Whaf proof had your Lord- 
except the declaration of Mr. Bon- 
r, that aW. Palmei wished tp diiow the 
: Office uito confusion* and to attribute 
cause ef such coufo8io|i to the Post- 
iWtstejf General ?<—Mr Bonnor being cal- 
Em upon to prove the asaertioAs he had 
made, foroisncd the Pewt-master General 
wifh the letters I have now in ray hand. 


(/) J/it Ripoit o/ InoMvs Lioxd, 
t/ok tn till ( ompuolh) (ruutal « O^ce tti 
the Gtnaal Pott Offiit —[llepoit, p Ov ]— 
\\ ho saith, that be tween se \ e a ind eight 
o’tloe k ill the cvtniii., ot luesdi) tlu 6th 
ot Maich 1792, Mi Boiinoi, the J)eputy 
( oniptiollet (icnti il, e died at the ( omp- 
tio’lei Gemid’s fliliee iiiel etiquiied ol 
this Infoimailt, if AIi Palmei, the Cuinp- 
tioiler (»tiural, w is witlmi—that thib In- , 
formant answered, that he was, <ind theie- 
upon Mr Bonnor desired this Infoimaiit 
would imini diately wait upon Mt Palmer, 
and dcsiie him to se ml the key of Ins (Mi. 
BonnOi’s) looin, in the said Comptrollei 
.General’sOffice Thit this Infuuuantae- 
Vpidingly waited upon Mr. Palmer, ami 
notoer^d the s nd message , to which Mi. 
Palnicr replied, that he should not send 
Mr Bonnoi the key he lequiiod, and 
desired this Informant luither to acquaint 
Mr. Boniioi, that unless he immeeftatefy 
lefl^ the oi^o, ho. (Mh Palmei) viould 
send foi a couple of constables to shew 
him the dooi; which message this la- 
fu^nant^mmediately dehvsAr^ to MrABos- 
nor; who thereupon went away. (Si^piee^ 
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flir/the hoase may well snpptMe that<a 
trifle like th:' Was not the real gr^d of 
'’•nptare'j ^ ■<* disputes betwixt the 

I*osti..i»<A-v 'nd Mt. palmer, which 

had con' had at last arrived 

to tliat was impossible they 

cdhtflgtyu. He wascontidiially 

donyin* their.. ftonty, atid remon^rating 
s^ith them and with tlic Treasury upon 
their iiileiferencH to the prejudice of his 
plan ; then lordships on their part, natu- 
lally jealous of tholf own |)ower, and 
h iving a better opinion of their talents for 
l)uiint*ss than Mr. Palmer gave them credit 
for, t hose to art upon that opinion, and 
not to be considered as cyphers at the 
heaci of their on n depaitnicnt. How faf 
It iiiignt have been for the advantage of 
ihe ptildic, that their loidships had been 
coiiUnttu leave Mr. Palmer in the ma¬ 
nagement of his plan, is not foi me to dp<p»« 
t( rmme ; but { think it natuial to snppow 
that a manlike him who had invented and 
l^ouifht this plan to hear amidst the al¬ 
most insuperable ditlieulties that sur- 
lonnded him, was more likely to preserve 
.iiid still fnither toimpiovc it, than noble- 



T. Lloyd. Cht’sU'rfield House, March 1th 
im'2 Witness, Janies Lambert {in the 
ah',! me of the Solicitor). 

Copy of a Lettei fi'om Mu. Lsmbcrt to 
Mr. PvLMrR. dated Sih Mnnh ll'I'J ; to¬ 
other iLtth a Minute qf the 1\ M. fll. dated 
1th March 1702.—[Report, p. 91.] Mr. 
Lambert presents his respectful compli¬ 
ments to Mr. Palmer; has received the 
favour of the note, but not m time to wait 
on him before ten o’cloi k. lie tlicTi fore 
takes the liberty of sending Mr. Palmer 
the enclosed mmutc of the P. M. (lis. and 
if the bearer should meet vMtli Mr. Pal* 
mcr at home, the key may -be delivered 


ieiilties that siir- {«) Minute qfihc Posln^er (denercA; with.' 

t? likely to preserve Bonnok s Itctiiarksm [Report, p. 

ovc it, than noble- (^t-ntral Po^ QffUv, Altgust 4, 1791. tW 

- great object which the P. M. G. had m 

House, March 1th view was, to justify themselves, and not 
i Lambert {in the tocensiiio otherSi but expose the impqssi- 
). biljty of the Comptroller General’s Clerks 

I Mu. Lsmbcrt to being under the necessity, bystJicir Iord« 
Manh 1792; to- ships’Minute, of doing the duty of nios« 
ht P. M. (tl. dated seiigers, and of the business of the office . 
port, p. 91.] Mr. being interrupted by Mr. Bonnor’s doing * 
respectful compli- the ciutv of the Clerks. One of ti>e ridcA r 
has received the which Mr. Boimor lays down is a bad , 
not m time to wait m 2 . " in nil cases wheic thf P. M. G, as-* 

< k. lie tlicTifon* scit or direrf a thing, he is'^o j>ay the 
iiding Mr. Palmer must impliciC deference to it, and cnibrpe* 
the P. M. (iis. and it Immediately, waving at once all opi« 
eet vMtli Mr. Pal* iiion of his own, &.c.” 
may-be delivered t Mu. JJonnou’s Rc»iaiA-«. “ There is nof*,. 


to him.—-Mr. L. is soVry to be the heater, " replying to this without risking a qintlrel. 


of a disagieeablc message, but it was not 
in Ills power to avoid it —If Mr. Palmer 
should have any ob|ectiuns to give up the 
key, he will he pleased either to slate them 
in writing; or Mr. L. will wait on him at 
any hour Mr. Palmer may appoint. Gre^a 
Inn, 8th March 1792. d 

{Minute.) The Comptroller Gei^rr^ns 
hereby directed to deliver immediately to 
Mr. Bunnor, the Deputy Comptroller Ge- 
neflll, «r to Mr. Lambert, tiulicitor to the 
Post Office in the abselhii^of Mr. Parkins, 
key of thp Deputy Comptroller GenS- 


but m this part of the P. M. ‘Ol.'l 4b-* 
“ jcct,|;’ieir lordships must undeiftapd by, 
th^jlK C. Gl.’s last Minute on the juib-s 
“'^STthat they failed completeljl^” • 
jrOn the contrary, it is the P. M. 
Constant desire, and was so stated in 
first Minute which thiir lordships 
made in August last; viz. " that «¥ef|^ 
person sbouio represent against the 
priei^ or, inexpediency of 
P. M. G. may give, as their 


ral's room. W. Ch. The key was deli- oi^ections; • therefore Mr. Bmfnojif 
vered ommediate^ to the messonger who understand that the P. M. Mv 

biyauglit Mr^ letter. 3farvh 7m,-—S 2.* willing and desirous io feoeiTti aU'Adf 





















^itK tbbir; 
alonjB, he 

rafished to interfere with their pa- 
''{^Mpa^e. or .,power. Th^se very private 
.the oniv 'pi;etcnce that has ever 
.been net,up tpr nil dismissal,proye that he 
.>w^ld biAre anreed with them had it been 
{IKt**tbic. W^t docs he say in one of 
^tl^m ? (The hon. gentleman here rc> 
^jierted to the letters in the Report, p. 60 .) 

I really have always felt that every ma- 
v. *J!rterial alteration should have their sane* 
:r^;]|aQP, but that it is impossible with lord 
!^,,Walsingham to do this.” Again, in 
'^:^B|Do£her letter, “ Tliough the conduct of 
^ ." 4 be lords is the very thing I ought to 
, 4 * wish, and mpst end well, ye^it revives 
old ^arrlis and feelings, and fevers me 
in spt^ of myself? A —n them, I never 
.can geC a little qu'iet or bathing but this 


,j^y infonii^.f^n upon the points ,abotit 
^micb they*i»r^ giving direction. The P. 

are utt^y -at a loss to know, after 
• Ae quotations thUy have niade from their 
^^iqutes, where is .the positive order "not 
^itopmpley .a substitute for Cr<inipton,” as 
J^nnor knows t)ie order wa.s the direct 
^^yerse; viz., that the Comptroller Gene- 
, r^l.Was espriessly allowed substitute, only 
^Iw,.yvp8 to take hjm froiq the messengers, 
rfic letter carriers. —jNIk. Pon- 
^^pa's^ JUnmrh- "This would em[»lny 
time tbanthe whole of their otficial 
to,J,‘duty, requires j to represent, to vimlicato 
^ ‘yjipeir representations;, to produce proofs; 
„/{ t^stinjtain argwnents, in 9 out of 10 of 


^.Jf.,yf 9 i'ds obout, or bestowing 3 ininuh’s 
.*y^,.Uiionj and so create fresli rorrespond- 
enqe and fresh disputes.” * * t 

.M^enever Mr. Bonnor discovers Q’^-r- 
^ghtS:or errors in the P. M. G.'s Minutes,' 
fll^whitcb there are probably m;w.y, he 
J^^'uld always point them out; saiigd^cs 
ar^e woip miscopying, oftenerWr* 
^dtps ^m real mistakes, but never deriL 
jl^nurateiy or intentionally.' The P. M. 

that no"* messenger was allotted 

B * qificer but the Comptroller 
anstver to which Mr. Bonnor 
\pmin8, the Chamb^r-kec^er, 
I. are all domestic, and 'ccr- 
^ ^ a messen^r, for he is 
pQjr,ihe 8tatioAary,the coals, to 
$j. p ppmp the well, &c. thef^ 
rpycaio .in, point'.—M b. Boi4> 
w. * 'li' d&ialhly f 4 itrjctlyi. 


w 

^ ^8 tlite ’’CsuS' ai^' tl^ng'P’Otdi^ltls 
real feelihi^.'apd re^r at fthe- ' 
more Strorigly than this,’for'tht 
no doubt of his sincerity;J^'>,>.^ 
thought at the moment, , 

afterwards to be made ^^^hese letfe.s^*~ 
Can it*be wondered th^l*i»'Ci'i 8 l\ 5 uH<- hsyc 
, thus confidentially' ejOTesded 'bis resent¬ 
ment at their lordshijf/s conduct, when to 
their very faces ho. denied Jtheir authority ? 
And should no allowance have been made 
for those feelings at>secing his reputation, 
his fortune, and the public interest thus 
.sacrificed, by the wanton and vexations in¬ 
terference of a power *ne had never been 
tauglit to acknowledge, and which was 
totally incompatible with the'nature and 
term.s of his agreement in undertaking a 
plan for tlie success of which he w'as 
wholly responsible (<) And here I 


OSS Mr. R.’.s Statetnenf of bis dutic.s 
is erroneous, w'hich the P. M. G. 'docs 
say is the ca.se.^’. , 

The Comptroller General was distinctly 
allotved any one of the me<?sengers to be 
in waiting, vice Crompton, and they were 
to be exempted from all other duties during 
that time, for wliich sec the words of botii 
Minutes; and if Mr. Bonnor had applied 
to any one of the extra messertgers, they 
jirobnhiy would have' undertakeil it witti- 
out much reluctance. If thfe misconcep¬ 
tion -was accidental in Mr. Boiitior, it was 
by no means b tameable ; but no man who 
reads the P. M. G.*s two Minutes can say, 
that the lm.sine.ss of the Office svas Intelr- 
niptod by their lordship refusing ®o the 
ComptrollerGeiieral the substitute ne'Waftt- 
ed in Crompton’s .stead. * W.'Ch.- 

{t) , Eitract from Mr. P.sLMfeifs Rmon- 
■ttrance lo (he Treasuiy, Ja/maty 6, 1796.— 
Although it -does not seem nece 6 savy^<to 
ju.slify iiiy-sub.sequcnt pri'v^o COinduct^ ..in 
order to support my previous legal' claitn, 
yet I am far from wishing to appear capa¬ 
ble of disrespect without pro vocation, hud 
I trtist it will be allowed'th&t tuy feelings 
have been severely tried; -for in ffie-fttat ln- 
st^nce, the unmerited OppOHitioh’ expori- 
Smeed to my Plan frdin all btratndhes of 
tmLPtust-Office, and tho'ihiposrfbili^tof 
co^jctihg it, if contPotiJid, tAfideta(i'iMi- 
turany.jfealous of every int^ferenOd f hut 
this disposiliqn was wc'irinjf "away, abd 1 
entertainod. thb {ype tiiat former anfmtfisi- 
tits would Irease. This'^hogie'W.w consi-. 
de-ably'-supported by ’the 

‘tdntinfn airid irmnfidr>Oirii>''afiLChbl<nihrSa!ed)vA 


4h« house to alloir mg 



jt»^ m, wlto frequently wrote 'Sphere a ho jtro(^if the hfiinyliWISft^iSf 

to oie * Wmattoiij and expres^d " the Rewnue, the eip^v exceem the 

ojMnw^n^^^Xv ttcruig both totwv&eU 18>000l. j?rr year/' Wherethtf’iw^ 

aud my Ptao, 3^ >d among many others, port says, " By which the'eorre$pondei[ii 9 
1 1 et eived from him the tollowing note, via “ of the Kingdom is intproved, and iho 
** JDecend>er26ih, \1S7. I have long wish- “venue increased,"—his Lordship WiM# 
" ed to see that point cleared, of your " Aot jo." To the Commissioner's 'DtNilie 
*< Plan costing less •than the old one, lor ration, “ That they iiad examined 
“ 1 have understood invariably, that it (ost “ gteat attention the niimerou.s docume^ 
“ iiyire, but that the. benefits overpaid tlie and inrorirmtion furnished by botb^|w 
“ expellees. Beoit one or the other, it " ties”—Ins Lordship wrote, •* Jlh Am 
“was a most fuitunatc legulation, and menls.in oppo'iHion to tHe measure 

the Conimissioneis’ further ref 


“ you wilhwell desctve the Salurjf mid Cmn-i On the Cuiumissionei 


“ musion m the vicreaned Iicieitfie,for which 
•• the faith tf Govemmtnt is pledged to you .— 
“ Yours, V /”—In anWer to this note, I 
sent his lordship siu li intorination as might 
have (omplttoly satisfied his mind on^?uf 
sul))ect, though the accounts uudt i his onni 
rontroul, if piopeily examiiud, must have 
* rendered ^ny explanation, eithei* from my¬ 
self or others, mmecessary; and surely 
those documents only should have satisfied 
him on a point which itivohed the most 
material interests of the ofiice under his 
inspection. While these fiiendly commum- 
cations were p<issing, the Cotnmissioncrs j 
made their Report lespcctiiig the Post 
Othce, in w'hich so much cominendation 
is bestowed on my (ilan and conduct. 
Lord Walsinghani, having procured tins 
Report, pievious to us appearing at your 
lordships* board first communicated the 
contents to the old oflicei's; and then, 
after taking every clerk out of my oflice, 
to Windsor, kept them at an inn tlieie 
for near three months, at the public ex¬ 
pence, and loss of tlieir seivices, in order 
. that they might pi ivatcly copy the Ke- 
' port; and \xmen 1 leqnestcd of him a 
perusal, or such infoimation as related 
to myself, it was not only refused, hut my 
own Clerks declared themselves laid mder 
strong injunctions by his Lordship, to keep the 
matter peffixtly seaet from me. These < ir- . 
comstaiices natuially created a desire fo^'^ 
investigation; and 1 afterwards discovlrajr 
that, notwithstanding his Inordshin's 
.irtint friendship, and although noUi^fg ap¬ 


proving the Plan and its bene^£};i^ 

Ills Lordship wrote, iUie ‘USf 

Where the Repd^ nieces OT- 

JsL atiyin^'^ h pos^revious^ my Pfeili, 
by and Packets goinswy Coach^ 

and that they hail been s«dlw>y post 
the reform—his laiidsyo/trute (wbdt m 
I acknow Icdgeii supeil^ speed of Ma^ 
i Coaches must liax'e i^dered improbahljH' 
\iz. “ Ma/iy 3/en’hAits' Letters are itm 
“ sent as taeiJs by the Flys and Dili^tj^^. 
And wheic the Commissioners say, 

“ der these i ircunistauces w^e are of 
“ iiion tliat Ml*. Palmer is justly intitledr^ 
“ the compensation he claims, be|n|^ A 
“ very small part of that Revenue wmcR . 
“his integiity, activity and 26 .^ 

“ treated, exclusive of the iiiunen^s 
“ vantages acc t uing to the public and conpV 
“ merce,"—his Lordship wrote, 

“ word true” Isow, my Lords, these to- 
raarks, m^e on theBe^oi^ from whi^ 
your Lord'lnips were to leant the slale^^w 
the Post Oflice, and the meiits and 
of OtTKcrs, evidently tended to denirj|pi 
i4e,,claudestincly, of a cet tificate,ou vv]^^ 


SJ a'manner, my title to the rewqfCT 
vTRlch I had been years labouring, ahjl 
on which all my prospects dependem *'|t 
isX^K observed^ that they were ihadn'i^/ 
h^iiCoi^Bhip, when apparently my l^iett^ 
inthough not only Ouic# documenb aiu 
accounts, but those furnished by me, 
not objected to by him, would 
xvili now, ascertain, beyond the 
bility of refutation, that the 


-peared inimical to any o^er Officer, yet has never since been quostiopi 
the Ipltowing Notes were inserted in Uie and his* Li<irdship’s doubts BhU 


“ of^he ^vepye by my Plan, aqd declares pute which, at ose rei^pfcitttg mj 
V inerits,” l^pm'W^in^ap renmi ks improvemeaU ^f thq 

/ VoL. XI. , P ' 




wing a stit^g riimolntranj^e on 
,f;pn(tact. I beg to obtei ve that there 
~ copies of this tetter in the evidence. 


his^upercession of my powers in thartcing- 
Qoin toinpletely slept. The Postmaster 
C,< ncra] having, after this dispute, sent a 
jitter to Mr. Pitt, containing charges 
ijgiilnst me, on my challenging them tofi.x 
a single blot on any part of my conduct: 
1 was desirous of answering these charges, 
J>Ut prevented by assurances from the Post- 
l^^ter General, that the Letter was merely 
Jl^vate, and would be thought no more ot; 
X was likewise to caeperiente in future no 
noOre vexatious iiiteiferrnce in my exe¬ 
cutive departim-nt. However, Lord Wal- 

stncrhom’fi '/'AitTWin 


ji^ngbam’s soon reviveef the dis- 

« Ules, an^ 1 was ar^rwnfids much surprized 
> find th'U^this pri'dixkr Letter had been en¬ 
tered up 

m the (Jjfficeyi\^ks, without giving me an inti- 
fMtion on the)^^ct, or an opportimity to an¬ 
swer it, I aj^x^d to your Lordships, 
ideRiring to bo hnnrd, as wfell respecting 
wese charges, as tl\ injuries sustained by 
ijbe impidimeiits ter my Plan; but the 
lietter having been addressed to Mr. Pitt, 
not to the Board, no official answer 
could be received. I was therefore un- 
'^er the necessity of sending to the Postmas- 
.^er General the Minutes entered in Ap- 
jpcndix[No. 9.—here, following] urging,a 
tegulalr production of the charges, and 
%li investigation of my conduct; and 
^ik^ise, that such resolutions might be 
at your Lordships’ Board, as might 
l|c!(»re mv pro 9 eeding with safety to ni) - 
m and advantage to the p^^llc. This 
pi^ was declined, and no attempt made 
to substantiate the charges, but again a line 
was proposed to be drawn between us^and 
^fgoin oelayed till the Postmaster pene-p 
](al took an opportunity of ending the 

by my suspension, without assigning' 
apy specific charge ; and I am coi^dent, 
*^at if assigned, it would merely h^^v^een 

■ he lowoof 


loi^ Walsla^am'hating'Complained thAt 
the one produced by Mr. Pttltaer did hot 
contain thte whole of the original as pro* 


hi» Majestys Treasury onty, fyfhit dgw- 
ment, as well as by their warrvtt qf flppo^- 
mait, Originating with thent. He 'in¬ 
formed their Lordships, Ifis motives for not 
answering several of the Post-Master Ge¬ 
neral’s miuute.s, which he^usts cannot but 
be satisfactory to them. The same reasons 
will prevent him from answering any others 
their Lordships may send, but such as ap¬ 
pear to him absolutely necessary. He is 
anxious, that their LoidShips may not con¬ 
sider this conduct as meant in the least dis- 
roepectful to ih'-m. h arises from that re¬ 
gard every individuul has a right to pay to his 
oien interest, peace, pnd character. —I tom a 
conviction, that it is impossible for him 
recorded accusatLn.n^l^.^*]. prorced to neressaiy and extensive im- 
I • A... iprivtments in the toirespoftdence of the 


kingdom and its Revenue, or to preserve 
those ho has alieady cairied into execu¬ 
tion from ruin under his pi esent powers— 
from this conviction only, he claims from Go- 
ternment thosepouers oi'iginalfy promised him, 
—The Conipiroller-Gcneral is informed, 
that the Post-Master General’s Letter to 
Mr. Pitt, does not come officially before 
the Lords of the Treasury; and that there 
would be an impropriety, as the matter 
stands at present, in the Comptroller-Ge- 
iicral’s answering it to the Treasury, though 
its having been entered on the Pnst-Oftice 
Books makes it an official charge against 
him. That the propeiest method to be 
taken, will be for the Post-Master General 
to address it to the Lords Commissioneis 
of his majesty’s Treasury; and at tho 
same time to send with it copies of all 
other Letters, or Papers, that may have 
been entered on tho Books, since the 
Comptroller-General’s first appointment, 
that may accuse him of misconduct, of in 
w'hich any doubt may be eXpTe,ssed of the 
merits of his Plan, the expence of Us 
emblishmcnt, and the conduct of it. - Its 


'^b-as might l^avc endangered the 
n'jpa^on'to an officer whose sole clailki effects on the Revenue, and tkvinjury or 
A^iended on patronage, but could neverVadvantage it may be to the Public, or 
^v^ bean- sufficicKit to do away rights Snherein Government may have been de-> 
ittgitdred hy tpdcific agreement, and past ser- c^ied/iand led into the making an im- 

». jjJtoute r^erred to in the above Ex- pro^ agreement with the Compttoller- 

■■ .. 



4rotler-General’s (JjJice, Aprils 4, 
T^s Comptroller-General informs 
t-Maater General, agreeably to the 
ion they have before obliged him 
to them, that he considers his 
laakto .M held under, and himself re- 
fa; to tht’lAris Commatidnm 


General, and in what parts the Plan may 
hare failed in the expectations held out 
to the Pob|ic, as yicct^as the Lords Com¬ 
missioners of hik Majesty’s .Treasury.'—^ 
These, with all other observations their 
Lordships can make, together with all in- 
fbtmatioki they can gain" from iheirold- 


VAtvtfy the lioqse tWt Mi had no " und^r a warrtint 

raotiyfi m omitting part of it but to save " Formei Postmasters <3c!ri^at,^ 
uanecetoaiy trouhte to the leader ~P«rify "tthe Louis Commissiont!t*s had dxprtMMf 
Oct 12, l7!#0-<-"My Lords, I am con- “ themselves so partial to, and undelP'^ihl^h 
" f erned you, loidships attempt tij super- " paitic’shr circumstances, as vtiH ap^^ 
“ sede iny commission , and the ill effects " by the inclosed Treasury nunW ; cdK 
" which I appiehend may aiise to the cor* •* tradicting too the onlers given by them 
" respondence of the country, from youi " in consequence of their circular letter to 
*• fuither interference with my reguU- '* all Postuiastcis m the yeai 17S5, haa^I 
" tioiis, oblige me to Ripply to the ministei " think, been lalhei a hasty and tll-adritod 
“ for his accustomed support, by whose " measure, and not consistent with ti^ 
" wairant I icccived that commission, and “judgment and temper which U8ha1j$ 
“towhomonij ^consider myself lespon- “ guide your lordships* conduct Nobla^ 
“ sible for my conduct, foi though lam “I am sure, m this kfiigdom is more diifr 
■* nominally undet the Postmaster Ln ntral " siblc than 1 am to tiie necessity of pftJ^ 
" 1 am virtuvlly uiuk i the Treasuiy —" ptr siiljordin ition, or t(w«(I@yespect dftd 
" oiiginal waiiaiit, which I have the ho- “ to the nobility of thuf^oblitrw or iu||. 
“ nour to inclose >ouf-louUbtns, wdl shew “ higher obligs^nsjo tliem^^d I aiti 
“ you, ihu It was mtendtd I should hold .*/diPl.e j raijflg e^iv e*a stronge^^oofdf 
“inyoflne under the ciown, and uot^.ui'thaifTff^'SfiTl letaming my/espect aip 
" Post-Ofliie, fur reasons too obvious to “ esteem foi your loi dshipywtei the very 
“ the inmistei Tins wan ant being sub- “unhandsome and unmj^ed coaetttn 
' “ mitted to the opinion of the Attoiney “ you have u|cd towafij^e. Both yoiA 
“ Crtrneial, he advised, that, according to “ ioidships, on aiceumng your appOii^ 
“ the picsent constitution of the Post- “ niciits, knew my .ftuatiun m the ofhc#, 
“ Olbtc, my employ could be legally held “ and loiftid me in the iincontroule I eliisfm 
“ only undu the Postmaster Genet a|, by “ ciso of the powers the wariant fioin go- 


“ a waiiant truin the lieasuiy, diiccting 
“ them to glint such appoiatmcnt, with 
“the povvcis cvprtsscd in it It was 
“ theictoic made out in the niannei I now 
“ hoUl it, as a m lUci of piiieut necessity 


cst, most ivpciirnccd, and confidential 
OmcLis, niU be ucccssiiyto accompany 
the said Ml niori il The Coniptiuller- 
Gcneial, thcrcioic, requests thtir Lord- 
ships will have the goodness to send the 
above Paptis a e irly is theV convi nicnt- 
U can, tor the uiluiinitton of the Lordjaof- 
the Ti easui y, that he may be t nahled to answer 
tktm as soon as posiiblt —'Ilieu Loidships 
remark, that hts second question was meant; 
tor insult, obliges him to say, that ttuch 
meaning w as, and ev ci kis been, very dis¬ 
tant trom his thoughts toweids their Lord* 
ships,Jug dispo Mon bomg as little in¬ 
clined to give an insult, as to put up wtU/ 
one —Their Lordships will be senJlh^ 
he could put the question in jio 
shape to them, when they ie<m(>/ct, on 
occamn, uLrc an tHcnaKdpnct has 
^^fit\<kman(kd>for conoejfhng the JUtatls a 
Cart, suc\ demniifinMen at once invarudflp 
complied vuh by tketrLl/rMhtps; ^ut Vfhpi re- 
^mred/orVa. conveyance by a Coofji, and tkeir 
hoijjkipf eissifcS that the term were 

^en /«j» Vpntke^tlpib codd bp canveye^ for 


“ vcinmenthad diiected to be given in8“{ 
“ yuui loidships have an undoubted ngtil:, 
I “ it you saw me at Miy time, proceeding 
“wiong, 01 any ill effects •arising from 
“ my conJact, to report it to the 















I #halten^ lowkhips 
yDUr finger on one single blot 
'' '' jOAutted by me, from the moment 1 
<iny appointment till this time. 
iWhy> tUoirefore, this 'wanton interfoV- 
threatening me, and insulting and 
''dis^acing valuable officers, f^ho are 
*l Jtpnwn to be attached to me, and at a 
whcli they are particularly distin- 
l^guishing themselves for the good of the 
Xj-servioe ? Indeed, my lords, if you per- 
*',fi 8 t in such* treatment of them, I shall 
4 ^jllpt have an officer of any value remain 
PiPfith me, if they can possibly get situ- 
h* any olhm'employ.—Yourlonl- 
ships lia\e been inforaud of the dis- 
M'graceful n^m^itioii to my before 1 
ff x^anii' into^ffli«t which made it necessary 
Jffor thlLmiifwleiVo g 4 >-e me jjowers to 
7 , act as rtfjleoscd iWhi’''*iiv:,'>iigeiiients of 
P tbi* postAaiul conductin£fV'‘i-tu*^rr^Sv 
§ the iiielo^fc^lettcrs to all Postmaster, 
.9,,Wti}l shew ihk And can it be suppo,e(l, 
ytbai all or tnwi^H’oess and beneficial 
fl.gllccts which s^lte the edlisefjucntc' of 
V^those powers beii\givcii me, 1 am to be 
fi.cipprivcd of them, and expoelj'd to eon¬ 
's duct so complex and difficult a business, 
f^or extend my plan u ilh less powers: 
V.that my regulations should be submitted 
*/,m an office so liable to change, to every 
iPostinastcn (General to check or comroul 
and to do which lie must either 
7 ,i 9 dvi.se with the ofiicers under me, or those 

f *'ipost active ia a former opposition to 
^pip my plan. If this were the case, 
i^f^wever w'ell disposed your lordships 
^iijfOAy be, do yQu tliink it could exist, or 
public,be long in possesion of its 
^[ifjbill^iiiefits ?—Mr. Pitt, my lordr, has m.i(lo- 
purchase of my ingenuity and judg- 
such as it is, and I am to act uumi 
Tiwah judgment, and no other pei^ni<.s ) 
whitever, subject, if 1 do w'roiig, to yqne | 
^.tonlships’ oliserrations and repot l to the 
Nor is this by aiiy means 
to the oOice : Mr. Alien, foga^pry 
^mproyement of the Cross ] 
had the whole power and ma-^ 
delegated to him, but the es- 
i^lf,<and thaiC witboutany contruul 
i bpr would he even inform the 
^neral of any part of his 
8 <^ as they were satisfied, 
hi^^bgract 9 r> and tbe fe\v hints be 
tb^,,.tljat it would b« a benefit 
i:ne8pQi^eiice,,and esme advantage 
iti;|i^ve9t^ 90 fwr from bemg jealous 
authorities, they 
eafohjftnmeht that they might do 


and'gliVb Inmlemy possible tmeon- 
" rageoientj He bad'a oemplete farm'dr 
" tho.ie Postr during his liiir; tbe time! be 
" held It forty two years, and got, Jhy bill 
"statement, above 12,00011 per year by 
" them .—1 have the satisfaction to remark 
" to your lordships, when I began the im- 
" provrments in the Crdss Posts, though 
the revenue was decreasing, that durinj# 

" the short time 1 have nianaged tboin, 

" its Revenue has iiu reused con-iderably 
" more than in the wCiole forty-two yeai s 
" Mr. Allen farmed them : indeetl nearly 
" double, notw ithstaiiding the enormous 
" increase of franks. Tiie more extensne 
** and suci'rior advantai;es toriespondencc 
" derive.^ from iniiiv, the public as well as 
" your lordships lu.’st be seiiMble to; he 
" had the whole of the incrraseil revenue, 

" .'.id the most uncontrouh’d power in the 
i^^^manauemeiit of these Posts. J have two 
" lAnd a half per cent, on the Whole revenue 
" of the office, and am expected, for that 
" consideration, to conduct and improve 
" the whole Posts of the kingdom : and 
" your lordships command iric to manage 
" this plan, of so much greater magnitude, 

" ill trammels and fetters. From this 
" feeling, I have delaytd carrying into ex- 
" ccutiun many of my filans, winch would 
" ha\e given great ac-rommodation to the 
" public, and proved very popular, as wt II 
" .IS productive to the revenue, because I 
" would not submit them to the juduniunt 
" of others, and render myself liable to a 
" renewal of former opposition.—In re- 
" spect to any commands your lordships 
" may think proper to send me, 1 mrust 
“ observe, both our appointments and 
" jiowers are deris eJ from the same .source, 
"though iur ditfereut considerations; 
'“your lordships for that for wbicli all 
" power i.s delegated, to do good—niirle, 

“ not only to do I'uturc good, but for hav^. 

" ‘iiig done great good in tho department 
" wc hotli act in, preceding my appoint- 
" ment, which the former Post-rtlastet 
" Geiifral were expressly ordered to give 
“ me for these purposes ancU-tjervices. 
V^henever therefore your lordslffps, from 
istake or ill advice, shall send me ady 
edn^m^nds that 1 think may go ta mis- 
chieliostead of good, 1 shall most icer- 
" taialy not observe them j and if i apprn- 
"bend ill coi»eqnences fiom aily,%you>' 

" may think tpropqnuA*Unid to any of tfie 
" (dbeers under me, 1 thaill tdke ^he iiberty, '« 
" for your lordship’s sakes as w^has my 
" own and > the pahlic^i, ^Am contrwlict 
*• them; for if i'hadnotdtmrthismmona. 





*ii(liao ehb instancciy 
** vrith* the hast intemioiw, tedtthi«<iiav« 
*f throvrii the business into <eKtr«>tte 4:iHifu* 
'< ision- and have placed hiratelf in a very 
** unpleasant situation with that public.— 
1 beg leave tlicrefore, and that in the 
**'inoiit earnest manner, and frrtra the real 
** esteem and relpert 1 enlerlaiii for both, 
'* to caution your ]oi*d<>hips from further 
“ interference till Mr. Pitt’s pleasure he 
” known; for \ am responsible only for 
“ my own acts, and you know not hoW 
" delicaie and dangerous an engine you 
“are playing with.—When I reflect on 
“ this conduct of your lordships, I am 
“ strut k with astonishment, norcan linnny 
“ way account lor the haUe and violence 
“ of It; I am sure il M r. Todd had been 
“ at home, it never would have happened. 
“ - -1 wrote to your lordships 1 should be 
irt town III a* ftw da\s, and do mysjjU" 
" (he honour’of waiting on you, whAi 1 
hoped every thing might be adjusted to 
‘• your satislaclion. You would not wait 
this short absence, bat send me your 
“ peremptory decision ; conn adit t orders 
“ given by loriner Post-Musters Uencral 
“ to Mr. Olipliaiit to obey niy directions; 
“ supersede iny cominissiun, and send him 
“ papeis to insitecuinpiainlaiid opposition 
“ ugainslnetessary regul.itions in liis office, 
“and which 1 am bound to overlook by 
“ my commission, as well as all others con- 
“ cerned in the eon esjjondciice of the 
“ country.—^Why is the per-centage in- 
“ died given me, but to interest roe in the 
“ care of every thing whatevw by which 
“ the revenue of the office may be affected ? 
“ Your lordships cannot be injured in your 
“ fortune by a inisiminagcmcnt of it; I 
“ mav, and that to the rum of my income. 
" —.iVhen you read the inclosed letteTT 
• “ from Mr. Freclliig, 1 think it impossible 
* ".but your lordships must feel a concern 
for the conduct you have so hastily pur- 
“ sued ; and the pain you have given to 
« die mind uf so worthy an officer, and be 
M yourtolves astonished at it; and.when 
*‘tthe whol e J)f his report comes before, 
“ you. Mid yon see the labour and 
he has underigeme, it cannot be but 
*< ywt will order him some rewaqd fa^'nis 
*• great trouble, end the> services bus 
“ done; and as your lordships have 
WMiliau^t proper to appeal to Mr. Oli- 
“ phant fmr his ccmRTBWl, 1 ha«e the fullest 
V “ rdianceptt the truth and candour of diet 
." gentleman's report. >1 have the honour 
to •be, &c« PAtnia.'*—M». Palmer 

here aaiectexMBt •pedtively bivindepiMhd- 



efafes b« shall M^ordani'trtiteK’^ 
eoiceeives may tend'to 
good : Ilud he bren mistaken Itvkilhtttai 
stl'uction of his own tippoimmeAV.#ti^<i( 
be not have been set right at tKb tiMhf 
Mr. Pit! knew of this letter,* and, 
Palmer's assertions were never deiM^r 
hot the dispute was made up aS Others 
been; and the last would have been ac» 
commodated, even ailcr the productiotiMaf 
the private letters, had the Post-Mat^ 
General consented ; for Mr. Pitt 
satisfied with Mr. Palmer’s integrity^ Uhdl 
with his answer to the charges btuttglvl 
against him [u) but, after all that 1^ 
passed, ^nd the disclofor^a^his priVilth 
correspondence, a reconojllatitp wm 
to be expected;^thejmtniater,Jnerefifrd, 
hiuling himsaU^li^d to disKuse wdtif 
one party, me 

gave way, and Mr. Wlmp^on retirfn# 
from office, was made as li^wal an alihtaF 
ance as, I supnose, waei^tbught advbeaAfh 
under the circumstaneis; for had be dett>> 
turned to have receivVu the full benefit dt 
his Agreement, the public might taaturidl^ 
have enquired why he had been dismtssea* 
and the whole atlair have been exposed^th 
their obseivatioji and censure.-~-With td- 
spect to the latter part of this ObservatfOh 
of the Committee, relative to She exceto'ul' 
the expenditure, as it does not Utihef fhft 
question of the Agreement, 1 sbobKl'lfoll'f 
trouble the house upon it; bat, as t'litM 
dorstand it has been objected to, Uitd'tisNre 
Mr. Palmer has been accused of misrepl^* 
sentation, I feel myst 1& compeUed‘'W 
m^ice it. ff[Mr. Long here'josc to slktth’ 
1^ objection to this part of the Report W 
Imliig unfounded, and reflecting upowih^ 
caj^iict of the Post-Office j particilluHy' 
fhaINvof a very meritorious officer, Mr.* 
i>!tfoling.]—Major Palmor conUnw^t jf 
trust. Sir, notwithstanding what has bOuA' 
obsewed by the right hoti. gent* I sbhflf 
coiWn^e the house that Mr. Palmer havin' 
___ . 


^ («) fr/raMjfrom Mr. Palmer’s jEMiftiMSi£ 
—[Report, p. 6.] How came you tofctttlC 
that tl e answer given^ the first bo^^, 
charges, made against you by tha 
master General, was satisfactorv j jd lWp 
Pkt ?•—{ understood so botf} frtffii'thB^'lm* 
and pretenf lord Camden.^-Havp'todil'i^^ 
reason to know, that the ansvw 
second body %f charget wak afetfkfhetffi^ 
to Mr. Pitt?—! underktuDt 
those gentlemen, that'tlNiy w4Mr 



tc^ 




£vt<}«BQ«. ibat which 
w iMbilitrictly trce> Upon tbi» excess in 
^jAscaKpenditure, I shall bog leave to read 
hifttQwn words. The question to Mr. PdU 
* MMFts, “ What has been the ext t^s m the 
**- expenditure m the«Goneral Post-OfTice. 
H dnria^ she period -ot your suspension, 
beyond the average during the pei lod oi 
♦<jytMir management ?— A. 187,848/. m the 
** whole.”—1 must here observe, that the 
Committee, not being aware of tlie period 
of. Mr. Pilmer’s m.inageiiu nt, took an 
siveragC of the four yc ais pievious and t>ub- 


eaqnontto his suspension, ts hich makes the 
MDOunt of 1 l-9,OOU4 stated in their Obser> 
viation. The next Uuustion is «is lollovis; 

Do you to say, that it^you had 

¥ contiiiue^inVour situation of Conip- 
^ trollei^eiierarSn thq, Post-Otlice fioin 
** the pen^ at whimyovti^spcnsion took 
■** fdace til\ the present til'i»i»,/Jp,|il*1Vii. 
f* Office rc’ ^ 

M fitted to th^mount vou have just stated ^ 
hi answhM«,tlns 1 hog to ubseive, 
r* that Ill the exec^on of thh v.u lous plans 
f* 1 proposed to g^rnment, vviieii Icti to 
jHiny own judgment^ I have not failed in 
TP one,and have invariably completed them 
0fat less exfieiicc than 1 had proposed. 
•rrTbe accommodation and levenue likc- 
Ttwise have turned out gi eater than 1 had 
^ promised ^ looking therefore to the 
t^'lrreat expenditure in the establishment 
, K of my Penny-Post plan, since my sus- 
^etperuMon, so much btyoiid whit 1 had 
ptiproposed, and pledged myself not to 
MeJtceed, m that petty branch of the 
JV'poats, as vvttU ^ fiom utlier ciicuiu- 
sirstanoes, I .have no sciuple ly declai/ug 
^«tbat, bad I been in the controul of me 
'spiRCpeiKliture of the Post-Office, I do ui 
OK conscience believe a very great oairtl 
itrm the sum of 187,848/. would havc^'cm! 
^savbd to tire public. 1 beg likewise,^ | 
add, that I am not conscious, on any 
Hilaoccasion whatever, of having wpro- 
«(sip»lated one shtUmg of the pubhe^^'o- 
'Jt« ftue toVny ovyi use, or connived at 
-'oMiinpraper conduct in others; or of 
^wfaaviftg received the least compensation 
^'fbvaiiy office, codtract, or benefit 1 have 
.rWtifficmed for others, or that I have ever 
bargmn or regulation that has 
NyllMhei^bepehcial to the public, ore^fp 
■^dhad cvi^ a thought, or used^ an expres-. 
.b^Hfon^that was not ultimately meant for 
'1v>'ffi#iRiblic good<’'‘^Theielord«liips, who; 
Mterbspceaeni, fully admitted,, the Utterj 
Htha^jgr.'Ukie Btatemoit, but denied thej 
hnmimi Ecfaalve t» the excess, and pronvs-i 
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ed fo bring further Evidence to rebut it $ 
but after Ui# Committee had been kept 
open some days for this express purpose, 
their lordsinps declared, that they had no¬ 
thing further to produce; and the Com¬ 
mittee closed with this assertion of Mr. 
Palmerls, which has remained uiicoiitia- 
dicted to this time. However, I must re¬ 
quest to state one fact to justify Mr. Pal¬ 
mer with the house m the opinion he gave 
on this point, and especfally as it was 
brought forward by tiicu luidships iheiu- 
sclvcs in proof of their good management 
of the oiuce after his suspension —Loid 
Walsingiiain states in tiic Lvidciice, that 
after Mt. Palmer’s suspension they earned 
in(o edect a lu^w Penny-Post pUn wliirh 
he had I'cfused to Suhunt to then juilgmcnS 
and that the gros> revenue had cucicased 
fiom 11,000/. to 20,000/. a ytar. The 
lollowing IS Mi.Palmii’s explanation of 
le would have been bene- 1 iITTlk impiovemeut m the Evidence, “ Si. 

" Did you any' time suggest a Plan lor the 
" leforin of the Penny-Post Office >— A. 
“ I did, and to this ellcct; I olltrcd to the' 
“ Board of Ticasuiy, about the autumn of 
" 1701, as I had bclbre done to tJie Com- 
“ niissioncis of Enijuiry, to take a faim of 
“ the Penny-Post Oflice for my life, at a 
" rent equal to the highest net llevciiue tt 
" ever pioiiuced, as a full coriipcnsjtiou 
“ for my genciai plan and the ixecutwm of 
" it, and ui satisfai tion lor my salaiy .gid 
“ pci-centage. This offi i being declined, 

" 1 afteivvaids pioposed tliat the additional 
" expellee of this lefuim should not tx- 
“ ceed, at the utmost, 4000/. pii annum; 

" whereas the excess, over and above tlio 
“ former expciice, lias now amounted, as 
“ appeals by the account now bctoic the 
" Coininitlce, to l(i,0Q0/. pet annum, and 
■-4lie net incieased Revenue, instead of 
'* equalling my salary and per-centage, 

" has only amounted to about l^hQO/. per ' 
“'annum over and above the foimer pro- 
“ ducc pievipus to the reform, notwith¬ 
standing the additional tax, which 1 
thuqk must ot itself have amounted to 2 
« or 3,000/. per annum.—” jJLwill not 
ue the house by enumerating the 
ious other instance^ in which the pid>In: 
suffered by a want of management on 
' rt of the Post-master Genetnli but 
solicit their attention to the following state¬ 
ment ill proof of the ii^ury the Post-^fHfp 
Revenue tnq^ havyii^MhAcimed by Mr. P 4 I- 
mA’s diantssal.—On exmmontion of the<«. 
Account of Ahe gross and net prsUuce of 
the Post-Office from the y«|r« 171/3 to |80f, 
aaclaid be£g^ thie l^ufe, idi^m;tii^,$he 




’ t|ai 


itet jprodace of eadi yoaf fntaO'Atf 
'ivhicli leaver the expeitditutt, it wul be 
seen, that during the ten yeata previous to 
]Vlr. Palmer's nan and his coming into 
olhce, viz, from April 1774 to 1783 inclu¬ 
sive, the expentlilote had gradually en- 
creased 100 , 000 /. a year, the avetage ex¬ 
pence of these ten years being 209,176/. 51 
year. The aveiage expenditure of the 
following ten years during Mr. Palmer's 
management, viz. from 1784 to 1793 in¬ 
clusive, was 209,061/.; so that Mr. Palmer 
not only at once clieckcd this vast growing 
expenditure, but even somewhat reduced 
it below the previous average ; notwith¬ 
standing the great additional oxpcnce in¬ 
curred by his Plan in conveying the imil.s 
seven timesawcik to above 400 towns, 
which either had only a three day post or 
no post at all, and the encreased salaries 
to Post-masteis, whose duties were tb" 
doubled; atid w'lth this disadvantage I'oo; 
viz. that the last of these ten years (the 
year 1793) was during his .snspension ; the 
expence ol which wras above 17,000/. be¬ 
yond any of the previous years during his 
management. In the ten years subsequent 
to his dismissal; viz. from 1794 to 1803, 
the expenditure enrreased to 339,396/. 
being an excess of 130,.535/. beyond the 
averaec of the former ten years; and the 
expenditure of the four last years, viz. 
from 1804 to lb07 inclusive, has still fur¬ 
ther encreased to the sum of 418,367/., be¬ 
ing an increase of 209,306/. a year beyond 
the expence of Mr. Palmer's management. 
Thus, though Mr. Palmer, after the com- 
pleat establishment of his Plan, left the 
Post-Office with a less expenditure than he 
found it, that expenditure is now more 
than doubled, amounting to an excess of 


B4lflg' ttri bid Md ttilsni 

Pallas, who was introdabed-«• 
the office long befbre-the 
the Pofitmatiter general in qttfsnim/^«a4 
who w'as selected by tbeir tonfshina^-Wiillw 
fittest person to siScceed Mi '4 <rahlMnr*} 
though they were tar from couAtmuncI^ 
him whilst Mr. Palmer was .in offioe^-u 
But, without wishing it to be understood 
that no one could conduct Mr. PalmerHi 
Plan but biinseif, 1 think the house %iH 
agree with me in the principle, that whelv 
the head of a department is personally ia^ 
terested in its management, and has atoiCK 
dependant power to>»enfbrce his reg«kl4> 
tions, that economy is more likely to< be 
attendetl^to, than wnere h|iAl^ot intefsiti* 
ed ; and 1 must agaii^oiffnd .for 'Mr, 
Palmer, th^ if h^ wa^ot justiwd in dis¬ 
puting with <^»l!^<i 8 l-master ^ncral^on 
kS^"uC^uiu, he wasju/ified ontbfe 
ground of his own iitterc 8 ti>;^iKi the orik 
ginal Agicenient, giving the uncoil,' 
troulcd management ef^Plan, which it ft 
absurd to suppose* Ibya moment tint hu 
would have undertaVtm upon any other 
conditions.—With respect to the difiereoce 
betwixt lord Walsingitani’s opinion of the 
advantages of the Plan and Mr. Painier*St 
no one reading the Evidence with atten^ 
tion, and those documents to which Mr. 
Palmer nders, extracted from the wiy 
papers w'hieh his opponents brought foN I 
w'ard against him, but must be convince^ 
of the correctness of his statement; 
that lord Walsingham, whose mind haa 
been w'arped in the first instance by the 
enemies of the Plan, coidd never get rid 
ott his prejudices; but wa/ylwaya ntoie 
^xious to discover a defect, than to aasitt 
j^ur. Palmer in its execution. Ainl,lctiAe 


2 , 000 , 000 /. since his suspension, and an ;i!t-, armeal’to any honourable gentleman who 
Dual encreased charge of above 200,000/. * have come here with an unfavouraMa 


?be Revenue has, indeed, encreased to a 
great amount; this, however, has not been 
the result of any new iraprovemenl*, but 
has arisen from the extension of the Plan 
and the mere increase of postage.which 


upinion of this case; has he redd (he 
whole of these Papers ? not only hati b* 
read) them, but has he read theta attea- 
tiyi^ 4 For 1 do not consider that thme is 
fpage in this volnminous £vii&nce» that 


could nwfe'A tqy^ bi-Rti laid but for the bene-i/is not material, and many parts requimi 


fits resulting from it; but the cticreaseo' 
postage on letters does not cncrcase 
expence of Iheir conveyance, j«nd Mr. 
Palmer therefore feels warranted ij|/assert- 
iitg, that a very great expenditure must 
'baw* been unnecessarily incurred. In 
making this statviffcMt, 1 maan no reflec- 
' tiOn npon^the-Ofiicers in the Post-Ouice, 
more especially the gentleman who has 
'bden alladeddo/ at the head of that de¬ 
partment qada^ the Post-ma^er General, 


of impreaSM^l 
pon tlte ia«a|gi 
o f ibseilK 
inrffiaTeitl^to 


some application to understand.—Mr. Pa^ 
mer, aware of the dilficnlty of impre 
the whole merits of his case upon tite r 
hers of this house, and deprivOd 
vantage which tlie vilest prir 
of appcalidg to tlic law's of bis c<mbtiy< 
sought the. advice of the inost'CtnilseiM 
counsel he cJuld apply to on this 
dence. ^Thcir opinion coiifirmmt "■Wd 
Agreement to the nilleat extent, 
dared, that in a court of justice H 
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** iaith, th^Mr. Palmer, 
** therem ; |F$id^i^o in a < 


** of bis 
•* under 



Mtbk’flvtbbeld. il^arB^tdeuce Ins sibce 
be«i fe&ired to a Qomurittee of this house^ 
snbstantiatcd every assertion 
by your Petitioner. Can» then, any 
dbKMi. gentleman who has not read the 
whole of this Evicleiicc vote in opposition 
to such teltiinony ? The tenth anu last Ob- 
wrvations of the Committee are as follow: 
*»<Your Committee observe. That under 
** the circumstances before stated, the sa- 
** tery of 1 ,5001. a year being commuted 
** Ibrthe pcr-centagc on the tax of 90,0001. 

Palmer has a claim to a cuntinu- 
since of the salary of 1,,'iOO/. a year; 
** end it appears toeyour Committee to he 
** only consistent with justice and public 

should Ijje secured 
continuaiK e of his 
1. pcr-c^tagCj, froip*^the 3th of 
*' 3, and rrevi^^gs^c ('ontiiiuanr c 
to be calculht » i l aias » l ^ fRtT»lii 
th&visamc regulations as it \va-> 
paid up toVjat period, pursuant to the 
.**• appointment 11th of fcJept. 1780, 

•* deducting the StsMI. per annum reciM\ c-il 
,»♦ subsequent to the itth day of April 1793. 
^*»i*-And your Committee hav^j lastly to 
f* observe. They fully concur in the sen- 
.*• timent expressed by the Commissioners, 
« who reported on Mr. Pqlmer’s Plan and 
'Merits in the year 1788 : viz. That the 
'** remunerafCon proposed to be allowed to 
-** Mr. Palmer will be but a small part of 
.»«* that revenue, which his integrity, acti- 
j^vity, and zeal have created, cxclusi\c of 
V' the numerous advantages accruing to 
ia#>the public and commerce.”—If I have 
iMtisfied the house of the justice of the 
•ihNBer obsei^ations, I trust they will a^ce 
.tto tire last, and the motion framed upo^t. 

‘ .Wath respect to thearaountofthisclaii 
rif it is in itself just, 1 trust such ah oIm^ 
i^on will not weigh a moment agaiust^Tita 
‘|(trict^observance of public faith, whi^ ' 
stieKeve tm all other occasions this house 
kept. One instance 1 beg leqge to 
it must be fresh in the lyciUec- 

ca^bif 


Cqpimittee in their case reported only thp 
Evidaice; Mr. Palmer’s Committee have 
titeir Observations on his Evidence. These 
gentlemen eould not prove a contract with 
government; Mr, Paiiner’s Committee and 
his Counsel declare that he has fully 
proved* his contract. Without imputing 
the least blame to these gentlemen, it so 
liappencd, that the country did not derive 
one shilling benefit i’roin ail the expence 
which they had incurred : in Mr. Palmer’s 
case the country has received nearly a 
hundred fold the profits that he asks, and 
the country must continue to enjoy their 
prohts, nhikit the ailvaf^tagc to Mr. Pal¬ 
mer’s faindv must terminate uith Ills life. 
Lastly; thesi Kentlemen, though they 
would lia\e been cinsideiable losers but 
for the liberality of parliament, mteiideHi 
no risk in the outset, beyond the fair ad- 
^nrure of a meicantile speculation ; Mr. 
PaAmer on the eoiitraiy, Sacrificed his 
time, his comi'oits, his health, his property, 
every thing dear to him in life, lur the at- 
taiiiincnt of an object in which his own 
sanguine mind alone anlicipatcd success, 
and in which had lie failed, he only coulil 
have been the sullc rer. With this distinc¬ 
tion in the cases, the libeiality of this 
house gave these gentlemen two thirds of 
their claim; 1 can hardly think therefore, 
it will refuse Mr. Palmer at the recom- 
inendatioii of its own Committee, a sum 
not exceeding the half of w hat a court of 
justice would compel the payment. And, 
after all, what is this sum which is to 
tempt the house to do that winch its mem¬ 
bers individually would not, could not do? 
If the debt is acknowledged, the amount 
of the arrears is a stronger argument for 
its payment, and these arrears, as nearly 
1 can guess (for it must depend on the 
estimate of the taxes), would not exceed 
70,0001 .1 beg the house to consider, thkt' 
Mr. Allen enjoyed nearly the whole pro¬ 
fits of his partial improvements, and that 
for above forty years he possessed an in¬ 
come of from 12 tol4,000f. a year. Mr. 


i^iiote, as It must be tresti m the ly^ci 
Sfion vif the faovse. I mean the case 

.''Messrs. Chalmers and Cowie, which waW Palmer only bargained l(}f'a.j^«itieth part 

But the^of^his emoluments, and improved even 
branch of the Revenue which li^r. 


ijfeferred to a 


Committee*. 

« 



■* Messrs. Chalmers and Cowie, under- 
import o large quantity of ller- 
l!y Sv^en in the year 1 ^00, ckjr- 
appr^ension of a scarcity. These 
M i WiBgs avere accordingly purchased, but 
ebosehuence of an embargo, their ar- 
(Heakiiitu lis country was deUyed, unti^ 
of scarcity had subsided, when 
t4ke>'cer]jfo spoiled fur want of pur- 


A^en iprmed (the Cioss Posts)-more in 
two ^ars, than Mr. Alien bad done in his 
whole life. But, the advantage to the 
country in point of revenue turned pukr.> 
far beyond />xpecta(iwe that by the sub¬ 


chasers. The petitioners estimated thqir 
loss at 36/XX)l. the hau«e of coiviiw|ib 
vtfted them 23,OQOt ^ 


— w 

in hiS' f^er-centil^e ’n^ thn fytnrK 
encrc^sed Poitage, ^hicb l)^ lte«i«-‘beeh 
laid, and whk’h the minister fa f>ro{} 0 £k)|r 
fo the house h^s iiivaridbly justiliei upon 
the merits of his Plan; and the house 
must be anitre, t^at though the en 6 reaf>ed 
Postage has improved the Revenue, it cer¬ 
tainly has diminished tiie correspondence, | 
or prevented thjit growing increase with ' 
the increased population and commerce of 
the country, so far injuring the Petitioner. 
Suppose these improvements h id never 
been eilbctrd, and th il ^e Posts were now 
ill the state in wftich Wr. Palmer found 
them ; w'ould not a minister be glad to 
make the agreement tiiat w.is then entered 
into? Why, then, the agn’ement having 
been performed, and the country >10 long 
in the enjoytiient of those advantages 
which it must continue to enjoy whilst^'' 
country e\ists; is it consistent with the 
honour and dignity of (his house to refuse 
^thcir petitioner the h\lf only of that small 
proportion to whirh the faith’ of govern¬ 
ment wai origiiidiiy pledged ? How irvaiiy 
honour.iide gentlemen are now present 
wlhisp fortunes ei|ual and far evceed the 
«om claimed by this leport. I would ask 
fairly, has theie lieen a capital amongst 
the whole acquired with mure credit to its 
jiossessor, or advantage to the country, 
than Mr. Palmer’s ; I can assure tlie house 
and appeal to many ot Mr. Palmer’s fi tends 
for the truth; that had he confined his 
laiiours to the improvement of his private 
property, judging hy the success of others, 1 
ne might by this time have rialiiscd a ! 
larger capital than the vote of this nights 
may give him. • And would il not be hard, j 
pfket^ such sacrifices, that he should be-, 
cbme M last a loserSir, I have n7w / 
Mb) all that I shall presume to trouble the 
^ouse with in favour of this motion, apd 
't^e is but one more point to whicli 1 re- 
’fpiest their Indulgent attentibn. It has 
been urged by frfends. that I should eii- 
aoavour to cptnprbmise this elain: not 
'lloni a doubSMoE its juStied; but that from 
atiC^^rtaihtyoftheline that govemnaent' 
mghttake, i^wer©'better,'if possible, to 
aacafe avpi^/than risk the whdiT of what 
<h« Committee hhve recoinmerjfted.*—! 
iball, therefore, and I hope without of- 
state my real sentiments on this 
subject. 1 cannOt IViibk that my friends 
' WU 04 I themselves adopt the advice tliey 
dr that they wduld not incur 
' tliey'wish me to avoid. I can¬ 

not think (bat a comprondse is th» fhefing 
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pOilfr’ (but ii‘ il ShsYim^' <tfiitbi»« xmImwiSp 
gentleman, tlie guardian nfddm b anw wii lm, 
wdU as intenists ithe public., PliiiHai 
salisfied of ibe jnttice of the.Claini^ I'dttl 
sure hk charai«er, fail language, «fi|^ 
conduct, warrant the coovicnoa ifMetsli 
this case, he will neither sacrifice .Rut 
ri'st of Mr. Palmer, nor the honotur atw 
country. Sir, this is an Agreement, ehm 
is not; it has been peribrmedjiHi Mni Pfilt 
mer's part, or it h:» not: at has bteea idi^ 
vantageous to cmnmerce, and tlie pubfidf) 
or It has not: it has improved the revenwl 
beyond all expectation or it has suit. ’Ski 
Evidence upon these points has beeli.iea 
ferred to gt Committee of uuMtewo 
and it is upon their dei^Soii^^r. 
feels bonnc^mabjjle. hastoipd hnunt 
through life ^fainroent Jn thisilbii 

jefbt;* i. 't at last to r«ap the ’hes 

nefit; nor can tiiere be wi hunonrsfbkfe 
gentleoiaii in this house who would soslk 
me to sacrifice his pvid^ and ins feoluigp 
to my own security, ylt' he liaa creaMfi 
this fortune he should vc the disposer of 
and whatfvor he may think fit to Jaaytl 
Ins cliildron, it is from him alone they>w)A 
to 1 'cci.ivc it, for they would rather oariWi 
upim the rcmqnnts of that property.hk 
sacnficeilfor the public good, tlian tnealiiy 
accept a pension from the goeeratneaiCidW 
which they codfii claim no merit tn difiai- 
selvcs, which could only reproach'iSihlNa 
for the desevtion of their paEonbauA'Sarfte 
as a remembrance of iiis tBisfuriimcst <1 
Mr. Jiov —Dui’ing the maiiyi yfiniM 
w;hich 1 iiavc liad the honour to poBResadl 
ev in thi. house, it has sdlfloin, if snrdib 
^en to my lot, to witness a Ciaim brottj^ 
^rward with a more ingratiating propi^y 
Q^anner, than that which has just beip 
iAtfoduced hy the hoo. gent. Indeed»‘iiD 
l>awerfully has that manner interesilid'nDy 
teeling.s, that notliing but the most 
rionos^se of niy public duty could aotf 
in^.cerine to rise as bis opponent. 
fifictly correct, as my lught Hbnv friaM 
‘(Mr. Long) has alteady stated, tfaat^flK 
Pitt upon his immediate acceptantA-n^ 
Mr. Palmer’s Plan,* did think h» 
concluded a very advantageous- 
for the country, and»that he di^akpdlMK 
tlto inv/mter of the Plan^intemSTlgM^ 
perfect fnlfilmcnt ot his Agreem»nUfeirdli^ 
great and growing benefit whi<ah.^<qi(i^ 
try, through his ingeaaity, had .ohtoiillifit 
Rut, If Iteoncede (his nuich to mtdbsilh 
of the questioiv 1 feat miysetf' 
bound to«sto)(tupfm4lkptihi»,^iiM 
Q 
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Sfin orij^iial an^ «eht{« 

iven^ that this bargain (such as it was) 
tkmtfTbc fulfilled stricUy, to its utmost j 
agtont by both of the contracting parties: 
lU that the benefit of the coutiti'y rnignt 
at least go hand in hand with the profit of 
the individual.—^Thafr great and enlightened 
statesman, my deceased friend (Mr. Pitt), 
had his country’s lasthigwelfare invariably 
iff view, and being most deeply impressed 
vidth that principle, he found himself com¬ 
pelled to cancel that Agreement so far as 
K^Iay with him, that posterity (after all the 
eWumstances which had come to his 
imowledge) might mot reflect upon his 
Judgment or his honour for keeping in¬ 
violate on dsasif^art of goveinmetit, a con¬ 
tract madu^ith^an individual, who had 
temself Votoriously and to^essedly in- 
fi'luged u%n every^i^V^i^ of duty and 
anbordinatnin. In order 
servations so very strong a.s 1 find iii 3 r sell 
eompeiled to niiake, 1 shall refer only to 
Mr. Palmer's owm letters, to tho^e unpar¬ 
donable letters, w1|.ch dKplay a spii it of 
intrigue, 1 should hope without paMlIel 
among the persons ciitruslcd» w ith tlu 
efficim interests of thecountry.—[Ileretlit 
fight hon. gent, read parts of the Letteis 
teferred to by Mr. Long.), Alter rcaijing 
this acknowledged pioof of Mr. Palniei’s 
mal-practicei'wlule in office, f must at onto 
make this general deductiAi, that as tluse 
letters displayed plans pregnant with se¬ 
rious mischief to the interests ot the coiiu- 
Sry, and suggested the coniiinssion of dis¬ 
orders e>en in that vciy department of the 
Post Office wlnelilNIr. Palmer was hiinyll 
Appointed toy^iiperintciul; Imust contdhd, 
•that as a measure of piuileiice, na^,^i 
iustice to the public, Mr. Pitt could haiV 
i^ne nothing short of roni)tenancin&)lfis\ 
dismissal from office. 1 ben, let iiie«^dc J 
tf th^ facts wort so flagitious as to calliiir 
his dismissal, abruptly and suddenly, from ; 
’the eweisc of Ins official duties, werothey 
'Aot still more abundantly cngeiit«.to«gan- 
Cel this Agrceni^nt ^ I am persuaded that 
the house will do justice to the memory ot 
'toy deceased friend, that tmly great man 
.'(Mr, Pitt), the justfce and unwarped im- 
^stiality qf whose public conduct was 
AfsNlU^overbial, by believing, that no- 
HjimigbuTvhe clearest conviction ypon kis 
wno of Mr. Palmer’s having ftnfeited by 
dlpniiscondnctall claims upon government, 
,|K>uh) ever have induced hkni to set aside 
Jm Agreement to which be ba^ ever be- 
edme 8 —Indeed, 1 must contend, 

iMt Mr. riu acted with signal liberality; 


najr, T am alfndst tndtinM to call It, an 
temperate liberality, in allocVing Mr. Pal¬ 
mer the very handsome and ample provi¬ 
sion which he dnl: for by the express word¬ 
ing of the Appointment, it must appear, 
that tfie per-centage upon the increased 
revenui, was a mere stimulus held out to 
{lim for more actne and enterprising ser- 
vitos while in the execution of a specific 
official trust, and it was only w'hile he con¬ 
tinued to discharge the one, that he could 
possibly be entitled to clami the other. 

Mr. Ciokir .—Sir; as a member of the 
C’oinrailfee whose Report is now under 
consideiation, I*^beg to*'offer iny opiniuii 
upon the present occasion. I have, how- 
e%*bi, to premise, that there is one point in 
this Rep irt upon winch I had the misfor¬ 
tune to differ from At. 'se gentlemen w ith 
whom I was acting, though it is but fair to 
s^ajt'ess that on deciding upon the question, 
the* great body of the Committee svere 
agaiiibl me.—^I'hc point to which 1 allude 
IS the Claim of Mr. Palmer to the salary, 
of ] ^00/. per aniiuni, wdiich he contcntls 
w.is a inodification of part of those rights 
winch giew out of liis Agrceineiit, and 
not an income atfiiehed to his continuance 
in ofliee. —This, wi, is the only point upon 
will! li .niy dilUnence of opinion arose; 
foi, 111 icspect to the reinaitidcr of his 
Cl.tims, they are es( .blished beyond even 
the shadow of a dispute, and 1 am really 
at a loss to imagine upon what possible 
giouiid till y can be for a moment lesistcd. 
—I am all aid, liy what has fallen from a 
light hon. gent, that the amount of the 
sum claimed in right of this Agreement is 
the gicat hai to its fulfilment. Why, sir, 
it is this very amount that so incontestably 
joroves the mci its of the case; for the sum 
oeinanded by Mr. Palmer is but a fortieth 
part of those cmolumeiils which the coun- , 
try have ahitolutcly ivceived from the 
exercise of ins Plan, and which could not 
have accrued to us without it; and if the 
documents before the house do iKit sub- 
<stantute this assertion, I am content to wave 
his right to anything, llaw^icn, in tha 
iaca of such a glaring fact as this, can any 
objection be made to the perfiinnance of a 
bargain^ the fairness of which is univer¬ 
sally admitted }—Great stress has been 
laid upon the Letters w'bicb have been 
re'ad to the hou.se; but I would ask to*(«'lf8i 
do these lottors amodfilV’Do they impeach 
the*character of Mr. Palmer^ no; for'*' 
what do the noble lords declare in^he Evi- x 
dence befofe ns f Lord Wi^lSihgham ilda4 
aslAd by the Qommittee^ If fib hadVfVR 


c 



* ally reason, to doi|b}; the perfpq^ 

of Mr. Palmer?” answers, “Ko;* never in 
the smallest degree!” And, on the same 
question being pat to lord Chesterfield, 
be desires to abide by the answer given 
by lord Walsiughani; in short, the 
•whole these lettiTs go to prove is, that 
Mr. Palmer under the influence of vexa¬ 
tion could no longer command his tern* 
per; but, from beginning to end, they 
most clearly evince, that the great ob- 
joft he had in viw was the good of 
the public.—It is aUo to be ob.scrved, that 
these Letters, so much insisted upon, were 
not the cause of Mr. su.«pcnsion. 

He was suspended for refosS|g to deliver a 
key lo one of his own olIic^’.s, and th^jpe 
letter.s were not known of at thu^ime, bin 
were written years before, in confidence, 
to his Deputy, in answer to the conVlaints 
this deputy was coatiniuilly making of the, 
mischievous hiterferencc of the Post-mas¬ 
ters General; and they were nowraked up out 
of old disputes, w liich had long been made 
up and passed over.—The fact is, tiie Past 
Masters General had, in a moment of irri¬ 
tation, so committed themselves by sus¬ 
pending him about this trumpery key, that 
they were glad to avail themselves of tlicsc 
ex-post-facto-Iettcrs, delivered np lij' a 
viper, to find another key to let thenistdves 
out of the scrape they had got into; so 
that Mr. Palmer, in the first place, is su.s- 
pended without any justifiable calise bcilig 
assigned; and he is ultimately dLini.s- 
»ed, because he has been inipropei ly sus¬ 
pended I —1 do not for a moment wish to 
dispute the light of the government to dis¬ 
pense with JMr. Palrm-r’s services ; but, it 
is ridiculous to make his dismissal from 
office a pica to get rid of his Agreement 
because the one has nothing, whatevef^to j 
• do with the other.—tiir; Mr. Palmer does 
jiot appeal to us a.s a suspended officer so^j 
Jiciting a restoration to his oflice; he stands' 
forth as a creditor demanding the payment 
ofadebt. The great machine forwhichthis 
debt has been incurred is working at Ibis 
moment, autPypH continue to worlr while 
this country snail endure, and so long ^lall 
9ve continue tu reap the benefits of it, 
while the very small shai'C of tlipse bene- 
.fits claimed by Mr. Palmer mug/, cease 
.with bis life.—Sir, the whole jut of the 
"Vffair amounts to this: here is a specific 
Agreement before os, vvhic|{ the govern- 
»' XQcnt acknowledge to have cntere.a Into; 

^ the faith *of the country is pledged for 
Jtbe^.rforn)(Mlce of it: and that pledge 
^tut be rededbied.^-Being of opiiiioA, as 
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objectionable, t shall move for th^isi|yy|f^ 
the Resolution to be eitpungedhuLmT 
spect to the remainder, why, sir, hi^ cjl 
to that .can be nb mo^e disputed, thsih.t 
possession of an estate which dqsceh^£ 
inheritance. If, tlierefore,. any objecti| 
should be made to passing this amende 
Resolution, 1 shall then vote for thewbol^ 
and endeavour to go as near justice as 1 
able. I. 

The Chancellor qf the Excliequer.—Vi'^ 
with infinite reluctance that 1 rise opoA' 
thi.s occasion, for tlie ^sk which 1 hava til 
perform i.H irksome to my feelings, burM;’ 
the same time it is so csscn^liy 
with my^ensc of pahlic^ffi^»that rcaiK' 
not possiblt avoid it; iu’Qecdjvf any thi^ 
could tcndT^j«i^'tl|''.i anotbhrfto ihalw ' 
impv*^ssio*'.<lipon Uie house jn favour 
the petitioner, it is the speech 
honourable gentleman who opened t^p 
debate ; for, certainly, it was urged'V?!^ 
every point, and enforce 3 with every argh? ;^^ 
inent that such a subject could or wotiW 
endure. It was calculated to impress thi. 
Irpusc witfi high respect for the petitioned I 
and to give very gi*eat importance to tfi^ 
discussion of his ciaim.s. 1 really fodi 
m}'self in an *unfbrtunate predicament 
in F>cing ol)]iged to difler widely from the 
lion, gentiemau, and my situation is reh' x 
lUred more irksome, when, as the ground/S 
of that diiierence in opinion, I am fotce^, 
to -assign very disagreeable reasons. |Pv' 
wish lo have the house thoroughly aj3i- 
prised, that in case they acquiesce witli . 
thi claim now before ttiean, their vote ■ 
will positively substanliatS upon fhe 
t, I/ounfry a demand for no lc.ss a sum Ihh^. 
b 'ft{7,OOoL immediate payment, and an a^ 

IS ( iwliunaj yearly onu.s of 10,000?. during thfc : 
ii|e of the petitioner; for such, accnraii^. 
to every enquiry which I hkve raadn, 
(and, very copious information has beefn 
returned to me) would be fouii(|' 
smallest remuneration which Mr. Palmar . I. 
*woukt be authorised to*den)and of 
trea.sury, should the grounds of the 
sent petition be admitted, and receiye||"' 
sanction of parliament. 1 neither hd C 
will attempt to say, that the amouhf^ 
c^pht should ever overturn thesiydAtl^ 
it; or’that, the magnitude of 
claimed by Mr. Palmer, should 
as any reason^ for refiising the cfalm 
if satisfactorily established. But;' i ^ 
the consideration of amount ia 
with the recollection of .Mr. 



am (mi 


9t^«id di«oketi«|il ^itdaeti then ! 
]|!<W-^itbAt a pause, a serious and at- 
pause, ought to fake place bctore 
> ctaini is granted. Let it be under* 
1, that if the TOte of this house estab- 
Hjihestbe present demand, it %\i]I go all 
^ Icngtlrof operating as a most danger* 
precedent: for it will go even to the 
Igth of rcwaiding unworth inebS ; at 
it, if any judgment is to be formed 
(iin the evidence upon the table, and 
thdoed, it is impossible not to lortn a 
Jwgment open that evidence, and 1 am 
^00 to say, tliat from the most attentive 
^Qsideratiou I cawatiotd to the case, the 

C " me reasons which prevailed to dismiss 
r. PalmeU^iiSHn his olTiciai ti usi^operated 
•^Uatroflg^o ^tjlccl the agreement, and 
.|p<|tQnai i^|or ever.yij^ it possible 
o a 


government to 


compact 


thut if even (he appointment and agred^ 
ment had passed the great seal, yet upotr 
the production of such testimonials, there 
would be an abundance of evidence where¬ 
on to found a Kit'c facias, and have the pa¬ 
tent rescinded. 1 can confidently appeal 
to all the gentlemen of the long robe in 
^he house as td the verity of my legal re¬ 
marks : nay more, if a bill of indictment 
had been preferred, whctljUT Mr. Palmer 
might not have been convicted of a con¬ 
spiracy > Then, will this house for a 
muinent entertain a claim with so im¬ 
peached and flawej a title? Or w'ill it 
sanction by grant ‘the repetition of 
such dangeio^fi conduct ? I feel persuaded 
thtitthis ll.>lu^•r will not. Upon the wlioie, 
I do not fnmk Mr Palmer has any further 
cl.iim CM the justice.oi this country ; and 
1 ain^.'crtain, that if Mr. Put had attempt- 


mui^ who was himstrn tivkniug th'<54*(-'d countenatiee his claims, or to have 
* lIMn principle of ail goternmeiits, by in- 
MstHiously tbinenting a spirit of insubor- 
wpation, and hefifling foith, a studied ex* 
of contempt and disobediciKC to 
ffiperiofs in oifice ? Mr. Palmer bad bi eii 
(appointed to watch over and• protect a 
Mrticular biancb of the revenue, and 
Wough his own personal integrity m that 
liluatipn certainly stood unimpcached, yet 

§ ti^.8pleeii and petulance of Jus disposition 
tended to produce ellbcts iieaiiy as 
' idtcial, as ever hi.s dishonesty could 
done. The principles of genlle- 
y honour prevented him, indeed, 
practising a fraud himself, but tlie 
Cthninal suggestions of anger and icvcnge 
lanced him ter* sanction the fiaudule;it 
L'tices of e\hcrs, and toencomage 
^ury of that very revenue out of wbic^i 
was at the moment vitally supported^Xj^ t 

linen imp 


(tme ask, how is it possible Mr. Pali 


i^^d^pect to have an agreement fuIfiiicHl | the reward of Mr. Palmer’s services from 

liiitween the public and himself, when he - ‘ ' ■' -’ 

tea teaching his own deputies in ufiii e, 

Jlpap Uf inconvenience that very pilblii, 

, how jo counteract that very service, 

(hose jj^ery resulting benefits, for 
tejpltbe himself was to be so liberally 
SiteMed?—Jt con1^''not be. For those 
minister was more than jus* 

'in cancelling the agreement ; for it | 
aUtept any compact with so bold an 
leiTfie wculd neither have been jo( 
fit hta conscience, or in me eyes of 
autrymen. Mr. Palmer^s own let- 
n.fip^pn. ample proof of**hl8 nfience.— 

_ ,llict hou. g^tleman here read ex* 

Abe letters, vide (a).] From 
1 ntbstw positively contend. 


restored him to office, the gcnllemen who 
now advocate the petitioner’s ca.se, would 
li ive been the loudest in their condemna-, 
tioii of the minister. 1 am sorry to make 
any remark that may appear personal to 
I lie supporter-) of the petition, but 1 must 
ob)erve, that it will prove an extraordi- 
naiy encouragement to the multiplication 
of claims upon government, if every dis- 
lonteiited man, be the nature or expe¬ 
diency of his deniaiids ever .so preposte¬ 
rous, can ensure to his support the whole 
ciiihodied ]>halanx of opposition, merely 
because an enforcement of the claim may 
emhaiiass liis majesty’s ministers. In 
f.ict, it is hardly possible to attribute 
othcrwi.so than to party spirit, and a de¬ 
sire, perhaps, to add one single vote to 
their minority, the conduct ot gentlemen 
^ the other side of the house. To every 
mpartial mind it is impossible to detacn 


•tlv contcmplatiun of those sc rvices still 
remaining actively engaged for the pub¬ 
lic. Both the salary and the per-centage 
had only a reference to Mr. Palmer’s offi- 
t iai situation. The first w^s given as a 
specific purchase of his tiMO-and personal 
attendance, and the other was added a.s an 
inciting spur to his genius. Both Vvere 
clearly ititended to stand or fall together, 
and in^iny opinion, it is impossible fbt 
any ingenuity of constructiun to discon¬ 
nect them. Impressed as 1 am witu*«4lH' 
thorough conviction, r^tiamiot do other- 
Vvisc thart give the present clatfn ftiy dev 
cided repiobation. * 

iVlr. Windham .— I cannoff (ir, at alidade 
milt that the mode adopted in arguing tidfe 



» eitber • tn^d* aditsd tA itM 
chaiacter or fuactionsof tbti kome, w 
that It IS a mode (as fa&s beon tiexkroaily 
pretended) favxmrable to the interests ot 
the party It has been said, ‘ wa wdl 
agiee not to depiive Mr PaJnaer oi the 
benefit ot what he tlaims, bo? upon 
giound<< on whicfi he might hite been de- 
pi ived by law ; and m so doing, (such is 
the mitrrnce) i»e put his cause upon the 
^ost ad\antagcoa<t grounds, lor, suiely, 
no govciiiinent or legislature tan be con- 
sidt red is acting harshly by an individual, 
whtn, in the c\iicisiNa[l its discretion, it 
only withholds tidbi lunrtMkantages,Irnm 
the possession ol which, if squally vested 
in him, the law itscU would have removed 
hull'—hii, 1 both deny this mferXncu, and 
I deii>, that the piopej way toi tlPt house 
to OYaiiime this question, is to eiiquint^ow 
it would slind, it considered as a poiK^ ot 
law lbe.lact shall be, if the right lion 
gciitlcmnn ploiscs, that the terms of the 
^Agioenu nt would wanaiit the construction 
which he puts upon them, and that a court 
of liw.iollowmg till rules ot inteipreta- 
tinn which they might think it right to 
observe, would dec laic Mi Palmer's Claim 
to the ]ui-rciitige to hi loifcitcd, in con¬ 
sequence of tlie inisronduct, which has ioi- 
Icitcd his plate foi liU ]lut, 1 am yet to 
h arn, th it a house of ]>arl lament m judg¬ 
ing a matte r of tln^ soit, is coniine d to the 
rules which may be binding on a couit of 
law , Ol tint eouits of lew may not be 
bound, on a thousand occasions, and most 
prope I ly bound, by rules that do not in the 
paiticulii instuicc coincide with the sub¬ 
stantial justice ot the cise Have we 
never he ird of the mavim ' sumniuin |us, 
summa injui la,' and istlieietiotnotoiiously 
in the system of oui own juiispiudence, a 
, piovision made for cases m which the de 



come to itt »cMo 

and to it» bbevalityr^ dotUta»in 
cijatt of latv Btiglit fincl tudif eoiiplkcithio 
give, if called opon tosay'^ivbiit vvttMW 
the iega^l effect of at written imtiti|iiM|A 
conceived m such Mid each tenoa i 
therefore, wholly to protest agaoHt 
ingenious tom,<-by wiuchthe right honk 
gentleman, conformably enough to tkH 
habits of his former life, wonld ttdee 
case oat. of the general conaKforaitMa e# 
justice and equity, on which it ought w 
lest, and put it upon the iseae of 
court of law should docide in mterorec 
the VI otds of wparticuiar grant. Vn } 
nut only the words of the gi'414 bef^ i 
but the whole of the niefite l£ the i 
and It is u?si Bn tb nuview of tleae 



combined wit^-dll that belongs 
charactci vi this house and of the cc 
that It is becoming and fitting lor uatft i 
cide —^Threc questions pi esent tbemaot 
to our considt/ation, Vl”bat was the bebfi 
gam originally made t Haa that barf^lMl 
been mado good on the part of gevoijta 
ment? By what means has Mr. Peltmot 
foi lilted his claim to it ^—^Wilh a view to 
tht last of these questions, it is desirabto 
to say a woid ov two upon the firs^ and tO 
iccail to the hou^o, what the nature an^ 
(haracter was of the borgaih onginai^ 
made It was not a mere giant to Mir, 
Paltnei of a fived lemuneiauon formed^ 
according to the ideas then entertained A& 
the merit of his Plan, but a reward plaOm 
upon the best possible fooling on whielt 
lewards, in such cases, ctm be made to 
res,, namely, such as should make the 
advantage to llie projcctoi use or fall io 
l^act pi oportion to the service whieb to 
^hauld be found to have iendered<—a nil* 
th^ can be liable but to one objectmn ( 


cisions of incicKw would be contiary toif the part of the public, namely, that ojf 


that which justice iiid equity would pic 
scribe > In fact, the v< ly couits which are 
meant thus to supply whit is defectut in 
otlieis, and to correct those rules whsoh in 
many cases ^t'»jid in the way of justice, 
are the msplves subject to constraints fr<am 
which, in particular instances, they would 
desiie to be fiee, as leading to decisions 
difieient hom what would be dnected by 
mere unfcttried justice In the interprc- 
totbvn of Wills how often docs it happen, 
that the prope ity must be nrnde to tafge a 
'comsc different fioiu that which the testa- 
,toi himself may faiily be presumed to 
have 4nt( ndeif ^^Vhat, thcrefote, would be 
the sense or justice of taking as a rule for 


the proportion having been taken ongis 
nally too high, but which, if not ot^eoled 
to on that account, (as tt never hgd beea|k 
^an hardly be objected to afterwards. Oft 
account of the absolute pndits wbichjito 
observance of that piwortion, it shall bi 
found to produce, whatever the fiiClk 
may be, we shall never venture to 
that we refuse to> make good 
m<hr tha reward that was promfaedj ww 
cause the advantages ot bu Iton to tto 
public have* turned oat so much gvomil^ 
then was ejtpedited.-.*What is eaid, ^ ttojt 
his Claim '’has been foifeited by hia milk* 
conduct i and as this is a plea winch ton*' 
not, m the general nature of it, thsiig 
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‘^itincapable>^’bektg 'tite/ it is 
that its validity ahoald be exa* 
—The original engagement made 
Ill'll Mr. Pahner was am allowance of 
cent, -to be computed on such increase 
(in the revenues of thh Post-Ofiice as could 
fiuiijtbe dheribed to the eflects of his Plan. 

< a remuneration given for si>rviccs 

ady performed, and involved in it no 
sideration of any thing to be done by 
ir. Palmer in future. The proof is that 
: Mr. Palmer at that moment wished to 
.'’l^lre into the country, or, from health or 
,'diking, or any other cause, declined all 
tber concern with government, there 
nothing in the world to prevent him. 
|is bargai^AVas complete, and if his Plan 
i^uced »iy ghin to the public he had 
^‘ing to no, m ordetta revive his pro- 
^Jirtionate part, but mtn&al.K attend hiin- 
i^, oi; to lumish to some'^ne a proper 
of attorney.—^This was the bargain 
'trifilich unquestionably tiovernnieiit 

ly to make ufith him, ai^ which, 1 be- 
eve, was actually concluded. But it was 
ght, that a change in part might be 
advantageously made, and thaUin'.te ul of 
jpaying Mr. Palmer wholly in a per-cent¬ 
'll, part of what he w as so to n-ceive 
jlllight be converted, bencfitially to the 
"j^blic and profitably to liirnself, into an 
t^ce to be iicld by him under the Post- 
Office, and he be enabled thereby to su- 
Mrintend the e.\ecution of his Plan, and 
ijmustQ increase at once the publicveseimc, 
hi> own profits.—^I’o this Arrange- 
(^ntt'nolhing could be objected ; suppoi.- 
Igthe equivaKmt to he justly taken, apd 
opposing always that Mr. Palmer had, no 
'eljection to being ffirther employed iii- 
^Ipiad of retiring«vjtb the frui*s of tlie so|l 
'^ e which he had already rendeiyd^ 
^bqdy could ever have suspected, .Mbit 
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Casd 

viegv to what wt» passed; and so far as It 
was a recompence for the past, it ought, if 
forfeited,to be replaced to you in its origi¬ 
nal form. But, it is perfectly mon»truu8 
to contend, as is now dune, that in virtue 
of the small portion so converted, the 
whole 6f what was due to him, and what 
was actually agreed for, should, from that 
moment, become precarious and contin¬ 
gent, instead of absolute ayd certain. No 
such bargain can be iviiiiitted but upovi 
the faith of doemnents expressed in terms 
the most positive and precise, and leaving 
nothing in doubt ^ to the meaning intend¬ 
ed to be convejiKlu. It cannot be left to 
be inferred or collected, or to stand on 
ride.s of tiahniial intenirctation, or on the 
doubtfiil/tcstiniooy of persons, spi aking 
as to ijjvir opinion ql what was inteudi'd 
at thg^ime,aiul who,however lespectable, 
are^einselves very much in the situation 
of parties. It is not to be lielieved, but 
upon proof the most tonipulsorj, that any 
man of good and s.miul niidcrstandmg 
would make a b.trgain so di>ia(l\anfagriius 
to hiiiiself. Tlun i'. no pioportKiii be¬ 
tween the pii( e p nil and (he advantage to 
l)e gained. ^Mr. Palim>r Iiy arcepiuig the 
oflicc proposed, would hope, no doubt, to 
increase the Post-013u c i<*i etiue,.iii(l there¬ 
by, beside-j the ciedil which he would 
gain, to increase his own profits. But 
what a baigain would hi* have made, if 
for tlie I bailee of tiii-t additional gain, he 
shoiiiii iiave jnit into jeupaidy the whole 
of what was alri ady seemed to linn ! Yet 
this I.S the .silualiim in wlii<h tiie lion, 
gentlemen contend he had been willing to 
plai e himsedf. You liavc consented, say 
they, to be paid paitly by a per-ceutage 
and paitly by an ofliee, in other words, to 
accept an oflice in lii ii of a part of your 
per-centage. Prom the office you are rC' 


*^y accepting an ofucc and a salary in lieu x i^oveable, in fact at pleasure, but certainly 


«| part of what was to be paid him in 
^IsAthef form—that by converting,-as it 
fvre, paft of his property into an annuity, 
was to alter the tenure by which he 
I^ld all Uiat was not so converted, and 
iras ito exchange wliat was absolutely his, 
fEgr a |am, being only in a small propor- 
larger, which any misconduct of bis 
imputed, or the mere pleasure 
pfgpother, might at any moimmt take 
from. him. A doubt might not un- 
be entertained, whether this 
«|md^be true with respect Iven to the par- 
^ular part converted. It might be said, 
t)iii» office av8s given you partly with a 
lieir t^ fututy lervices, but partly with a 


for misconduct, and .is we cannot distin¬ 
guish between the grounds on which one 
part of your payment is inaile, and those 
on which another is made, but must con¬ 
sider them all as re.sliiig (uftlui mixed and 
joisit views of, reward fur the past and 
engagement for the future, whatever has 
the effect of forfeiting one part must for¬ 
feit the whole ; and as it is clear, fhat af¬ 
ter such niiscuiiduct as you have been 
guilty of your salary must go, it ibllowkJb^ 
necessity, ami by connM lion of parts, that 
liofvever it may li.ivc been given you on* 
the principle of a reward, and liiay have 
rtemained ni iu uiiginal fiivm of sk per¬ 
centage, the rest must go"likewise. Was 



theie e\fr so ingenious itnd satlsfactor^^’^ul 
aigutnent^ Mi Palmer must feol hdU re- 
oiinciled to the loss ot all that he thought 
biniself entitled to, uhen he finds it crest¬ 
ed out oi Ills hands by such a masterly 
and dfc\lroiis pitte of logit' The i^oist of 
the arguiTKiit is, tint it wdl do as well the 
othei w ly, and thitit the piitsol his sri‘iu\ 
aic s I tonne (ted, th it th« y must all stand 
fdl togt iht 1 jViMn 1 > bt a ktd, why the 
saliry should nor’lsdlow the law ol the 
ptr-icntige, is will as the pti-centagt 
that ot t'l saliiy pc,-L»lit ige, it is 

plain, w IS tit 11 u.wairNgiid nothing tlse 
it w IS givin loi sti VH e pa^wnd tould not 
will be loiftitrd, in the <iit>jnstancts ot 
thtcisi indwluli tiu public nXattnilly 
enjoying thi b< ntfit ot it, bj aiV thing 
that should he done aheiwird Imould 
In just as good, tlnrcioic, and inticMjtt- 
tti igiinii iit,.to say, that is the silary was 
in pait gistn 's nntU i ot itwaid, this was 
a L i 1 111 which ofhcc n d salary was not, 
•as in otiui tins, toikiUd by miscondutt, 
hut should he tontiniu d in p nt it least, 
iitn though the pot} '•hoiild hut icted 
in siieli a vv ly is would hivi iinonnttd to 
a toitntnu in any othei tntum,tantts 
Tin tnui iletision howtvci is no doubt, 
tint the, silaiy wis toiteiltd iiid nothing 
wise Ml 1 *dimi consented to to.iie it a 
pirt ot the jnoptity whiili w is ihcidy 
h s by an ibsolute iiid incli leasible light, 
VIZ nis pel tentijt, into pi opt it} of mo¬ 
ther description, and which it was iair to 
considti as subject to tIu condition by 
which such piopcity is usuilly held 
When he to >k an odiee m lien ot i pait ol 
his pcr-centige, it might be contended, 
and not with iit pi msibility, that he took 
It subject to all the chantts tow Inch su^h 
office w IS exposed though cveiitheic I 



fibry, die* tenWei illf W 
tacn mstaMly en all that risi&i.. 
constracdoq not less extravag^t 
yen were to extend the same te 4 
pertv which he held in land or'']rn’ 
funcTs, which he had derived from beqe 
or inheritance, or acquired by nis 
industry —(t u needless m this poM' 
view to touch upon any topic, even if 
thcic should be, by which the delmqgei^ 
imputed to him might in any de^e t 
extenu ited or excused. Though pBeaaj 
that efiert are not so entirely wrantV*^"' 
some may suppose, taking into qoi^ 
tioii the means employed againat huh, 
the little scruple felt by mqny of tfili 
whose aiU he had to encounter, yet 
bettei m argument wholly to jrive dp t^t„, 
pait of the to coniroer m» 

duct HI otGce'mt omy as beih£ wl^t W 
certainly was, m the highest degi^ 
pablc, but as totally incapable of iHeflhir 
Ol mitigation. All that 4 necesstU^^i 
say IS, that the delinquency was ftot'oif 1 

sort, as indeed what delinquency is ? _ 

could w'Dik a forfeiture of rights 
had been doinpletcd before the enme wfd 
committed The opposers of the ClalnrJ 
sensible that it was not upon those grounw 
that resistance to it could be mamtSinw^ 
have had iccourse to the terqis which,» 
a subsequent peiiod, Mr. Palmer had bethl 
tain to accede to, when the only optiiifal* 
allowed him was between those ot nor ' 
The mere statement of such an agree 
m an answer to any use to be made of 
as concluding agetinst the future dalniti l 
the paity. Mr. Paltner finding h^sd^ 
opposed by men who had jfll power iff 
thni hands, was wfifiog, as most ofii^ 

! Persons would have been ih the same cir# 
/cuqistances,^to consider rather wl^ 


I should be inc!iii(d to maintain, thit if m Lroin^gct than what he might thmkshittl^^ 
the number of those chaiiccv, removal Self entitled to Tiie moment the minis** 

try were in possession ot the letters, to 
which to-day also, so much triuifiph^nt 
icfeiencC has been made. Mi. Pahnef win 


pleasuie wastobi iiicludid, themteipreta- 
tion would be lathei a haul one But for- 
fcituie for misconduct I should not think 
hard, even though it involi cd in it, as it docs 
in the pieseiit inSthiicc, a loss and punish¬ 
ment to Ml. Palmer beyond that of ihe 
mCic saliry, namely, the loss of all that 
iiiercise ot profit which the pos<>vssion of 
the ofln e was likely to pioduce upon the 
gloat body ol his nuome, siz. the per- 
cclSflgc, w hich he still retained This loss 
I think Mr Pilinei ha, lnriy‘inturttd^in 
' the pi esewA inst ini e But to exti nd the 
'ccnstiuction to the whole of what hid 
becn^iien hftfl andtosi}, that having 
turned one part of w hat he had into sa- 


rt their mercy. With sudh a bitteiy ttf 
play oft against him, the moment Ifw 
should set his foot in the house, he coni 
not have stood before them for an insti 
He woulii not have obtained a hear 
The house, it may now be hoped^ 
being taken by snt prise, ndf borae dtl^^ 
by the long established auihdirfW vffddld 
then ruled it, Wdl' be mom dl^tu^d t8 
listen to leason; *a»d, os one 6f the fittO 
piools of ench a dispodfioil, will fieVef 
coiisidei ail acquiescetode on tfab phrf w 
Mr. Palmer m the terms dtetated tn 



Mf ^ 

tni M oiftred 
to tho iittr amoont of hh de* 
MHOk His consent to accept what was 
t|^ ofiered, that is to pay, all that he 

g old then itope to |;et, was not an ak 
ttconldt with an;f jnitice, in ^my opi* 
i[ljk>i^t»e qdoted against him, as prejudicing 
claim which he might ^hervvi^e be 
Biahgfat to possess. Ills claim must te- 
.in^such as It was originally : and it is 
l^pon this Claim that the house is called 
to pronounce ; judging, not accord- 
the rales which some have proposed 
ah the guide of nsjudgment, but on those 
Ihinciples of genei^ equity, whuh would 
•eem more suitable to the character of a 
4a^larivc adiembly, deciding between an 
imividoal alid die public. Was the bai- 
gwa madeiwith Mr.JPslmepr oiiginally, 
Wl unfair, or improtidS^ne ^ Was it 
Qhtb on the conhrary, such as the public 
IViqqU be glad to repeat, could the ad van* 
tagesof bis Plan be obtained at no (heauei 
tnte 1 Can it bd said with |ny truth, that 

e ptin so nrcumstanced, has been for- 
by his misconduct, however justly 
fnisconduct has foifcited »the nflice 

X hich he accepted in lieu of part of it f 
nd if the reward due for service already 
ipetformed, and of which the public are 
MW enjoying the fruits, cannot well be 
Ibirfeited b^misconduct of a subsequent 
date, would it be consonant to the justice 
<»r creditable to the character of the house, 
that they considered as a surrender of Mr. 
iB^hner's right, the acceptance on his part 
stf a Imalier sum, when the rejection of 
what was tlmn^ tenJvred mutt be consi- 

S red as nolning less than a renunciation 
all further hopes? 

Sir Join UVevyiort stated himself to ha^ 
|ben a member of the Commntee ; wUclh 
pad gestowed upon every transaction 4an* 
''pected with the case, the most paiUbular*! 
and deliberate attention. He then read 
fariouV extracts from the Evidence de¬ 
tailed Vfoie the Committee, u^mn the 
gtM of which he contended that Mi. Pa]- 
tner'a Claim for remuneration was clearly 
jaade out and estabjished. 


mIAs never been my reproach that 1 
fiaye been foaisd the champiop of needtess 
utoavagapee, or thh advocate of a wan- 
Wi prOftision with the public money. 

touch as 1 respact %e maxims of i 
ecoBOmy, 1 am e» far from estetming them | 
WaBtou&t ^he claims of justice, that 
1 toosl s&MHd give the present ques-l 


, • [240 

tton my decided-approbation ahd su^- 
pott. A great deal of personal acrimony 
has escaped from the right hon gentleman 
(the chancellor of the exchequer) and on 
attempt, rather insidiot dy, I must think, 
has been made by him to reduce this 
questiofl into the narrow ^hape of a mere 
party meastiic. I regret that anything 
nf this kind has occiurid, because in my 
sincere belief, no case wa§ citr submitted 
to the consideiatiun uD'le houst, iii whicli 
paity feilingsoi paiffjr canvas has hid less 
connection—In ic<ipeo^to this case, ex¬ 
clusive of the <leiWiCss with which it is 
made out, t iiepsT lecofu ct either to have 
lieaid or icad^f one coming befoie par- 
1 ament vsth stiongei lecouiincndatioiis 
in ever^espci i. In the fa-,t place, beic 
IS thei^poit of the lomiiiissioncis of en¬ 
quiry next, here is the report of the com- 
mi^c whom we appointed to micstigale 
itsmeiitsj and, lastly, he I cau the digested 
professional opinions of foui of the first 
legal abilities ni the kingdom, nmuiy,, 
lord Eiskme, loid chief justice Mansfield, 
the present Alt 01 lit V (itmial, sirVicaiy 
Gibbs, and Mi Adam—all of these 
strictly (oiicspondiiig and itjuc entiiig 
the claims in so stiong and positive a li.'ht, 
that it is almost inijMissdi'c to add any 
thing 111 suppoit of then authoiity.—^'fo 
appreciate the meiits of this case posi¬ 
tively, It may peihaps be wuitb our while 
to consider It hrst conipaiatively, and to 
take a retiospective glance at contracts 
, which government have been in the habit 
of entering into with others. And, really, 
when I survey these on the one hand, and 
contemplate Mr Palmei’s agi cement on 
the other, they apjieat to me su cxticmc ly 
opposite m piiiK iple, so stnngely cliiier- 
ent in practice, that 1 cannot icconcile it 
to my conscience, even to class them un- 
>dertne same denomination. One striking 
instance of this inequality is manifest in 
the contracts respecting the Dutch piiae 
ships, wheie commissioners foi ascertain- 
mg the value of the cargoes receiv e often 
5 per cent, on the amount, and actually 
few not doing one single act of bciic fit to 
the public; or in any way whatever de- 
servingk such extravagant remuneration. 
Now,t really, when we hear cases like 
these attempted to be placed in the same 
scale with Mr Palmer’s, our coMiKia 
leason is insulted. In most of the con- 
tilcta hitherto made, the advantages of the* 
^ntractor arise out of the in the 

^|rosa expenditure, which, «t conseqiaently 
becomes bu mterest to aggravate and tn* 







crtase, by eveiy possible ttieans; whlje, 
ill this ugreertJent of Mr. 'Palmer's, his 
emoluments are merely to grow out of the 
net increased revenue of the Post Office 
in recompence of his plan, whereby the 
interests of the public are inseparably in¬ 
terwoven with Ijis own.—Sir, 1 lAve, in 
the course of this debate, heard a number 
of letters read by gentlemen on the oppo- 
side, by of refutation to the 
craim; but, I carfrM perceive they have 
any thing to do with the spei:ific: agreement 
entered into wlthNi^Ir. Palmer; on the 
contrary, they :ippea^»9 me perfectly un¬ 
connected with it? Ilj lltrlgeil, they cun 
prove by these letters the r^blre of Mr. 
l^Tlnier’s plan, and that the Offite 
revenue has derived no increase^om his 
exertions, why, then,. I perfectly agree 
with them, that the whole aflair iXjTs to 
the ground. j.)r, should they prove, 
any thing contained in them, that the ru 
Teniic falls short of the stated amount, in 
^liat case, I am willing to allow that Mr. 
Palmer should only be paid to the abso¬ 
lute extent of the advantages which have 
accrued; and, as far as I understand, it is 
upon this principle he desires to b«* judg¬ 
ed. Put, upon what mode or system of 
calculation he is to he paid a yearly sa¬ 
lary of :i,OOOl. and his agroemenl eim- 
cei rtl, I a:n really at a loss to determine. 

In fact, sir, the genlleinen oj^posite seem 
to be puzuled themselves, in respect to 
this all’iir, and shift their position so iVe- 
f|uently in the course of the argument, I 
that it is rather diflicult to know upon^ 
what ground the}’- wish to tight the (jues- 
tioii; first, it is an Agreement; now, it is 
not an Agreement; tlien, we .are told of 
the ditliculties of the times, and the neces¬ 
sity of a rigid economy. Sir, I am most, 

• sensibly alive to the misery of the times. 




deplore them; but I am so thoroughly 
convinced of the justice and equity of Mr. 
Paluier’s (Maims, and so perfectly aware 
of the general feeling of the counti'v to¬ 
wards them, tliat''*ff the gentlemen on the 
Treasury bench will but do justice to the in¬ 
dividual, I am content they should throw 
upon my shoulders the whole blaipe of the 
transaction, and hold me out to ihe^ieople 
the extravagant spendthrift of the 
pliWc revenue.—Sir, one argument (if it 
may bq so termed) broughs forward by 
the ChanMlIor of the. Exchequer seeral to 
^liie to be me hiW absurd aSstertioa I ever 
heiira t)f. Titti j-igbt bon. gent, attempted 
id persbade’the house, that the 2^ per cent. 


as well as the 1,5(^61. it yetf;: 
intended and given as a stdaun 
to the office of Comptroller .tit 
Office, and that both those remttjiefiiiatt! 
shbuld cease with* the timetioes of; „ 
fice. .Now if that were the- 
hapjiens *it, that every officer, who 
been appointed subsequent to Mr^., 
mer’s «iismi.ssai, and has had exactly 
saiee duties to perform—how happens 
say, I hat he has not had the same aaiary'X-; 
Why, it is evident, because no other bfl|g 
cer ever did the services out of oflich.} 
which Mr. Palmer did; no other officii 
ever added millions to^the revenue bf’th^’ 
country. Why, then, it is indispptabl^ 
that this allowance was granted to 
Palmer as a remuneration for having giv^n.; 
to thc-publit^a Plan replete ^ith evefy^- 
advantage of 9)id convciiiciicc. ^ 
Mr. (ieorge Johnstone ob.served, that t|^. 
mode of attack adopted by the op.po.siU^.' 
members that night appeared to him qqi^' 
of a novel complexion; for he belierea| 
that this wa.s tile first occasiiin upon whiclv 
genthimcii sitting upon the treasury benchr 
had betMi nepro’aciicd for a too scrupulous 
regard of the public money, and held out. 
to the iintion as over-cautious mi.scra of 
the enormous tnyt reposed in their diserpi*. 
tion: and he could not avoid remarkitig 
as sometiting additionally extraordinary, , 
that the prc-sent advocates for a pinfuse | 
generosity, were the very persons who 
were clamouring in every man's eaui 
against the increasing hardships of tl^ 
times, and the necessity^of a reduced ex? 
phnditurc. TlL p arties seemed com¬ 
pletely to have j^'ted their ground while 
arguing the ppeSent casc; for now minis¬ 
ters w'cre violimtly blamed, merely because 
they followed these prudential maxims so 
loii^ reefilmnended by their tidversaries. 


and no one, I believe, can more feelingljj^WhoTever might be the event of tht» pfe- 
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sent question, he must assert, that his right 
hon. friend, the Chancellor of the fIxchcT 
quer, synply performed his duty, by re¬ 
sisting all doubtful demands npon,' th^ 
(lublic purse, of which that house was thi^ 
natural guardian, and was bound by ever^ 
just principle to protect from spoliatidii 
with the same anxiety as any iudiv^usd^ 
would his private property. , 

Jx»rd tienry Petty, after recap^itqT|ti<ig 
and enforcing several of J\fr. 
remarks, prctceeded to state, that'lcjave.^ 
bring in the firesent petition, had he^ 
applied fo{ while he held tlie situati^ Hf 
chauccilor of the exchequer.; thdt vvi'tl^q^t 
pledging himself in the 
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and which ioTcntion bad already answeied 
eVcry purpose it bad promised to elToct ? 
-No, he did 


fot ^ny support to the* case, he had siven 
'hfa consent that a committee shouui be 
'^ijg klted to investigate and report upon 
because (though at that lime 
Eo was entirely unacquainted with th<* jus¬ 
tice of the case) he felt that Mr, Palmer 
had produced suefi signal aiid,e\tensi\e 
advantage to his country, that any do- 
mand he might hiing forward for reiinme- 
ration was at least ciilitlod to an attentive 
consideration.—Since that period, h«>\v evei, 
he had seriously examined the mass of 
Evidence now before tiie house, ami 
through the whole chain of it, ho. had 
found abundimee of proof, however the 
Ingenuity of some ^enlleinen had laboured 
to distort the plain fact, that Mr. Palmer 
was entitled, by every tie of*hoiiour as 
well as gratitude, that could Uc iteld bind¬ 
ing to a vation, the full and 

entire compensation*\\hicMl*he claimed.— 
With respect to the wild theory allected 
to be raised in the course of this debate, 
that the purchase-money bargained for 
Mr. Palmer’s Plan escheaUid back to go¬ 
vernment as a forfeit, when they chose to 
dismiss him from his olFicial employ, it 
really was too idle and paradoxical to 
require a serious reply. Let the house, 
for an instant, draw any ])arallcl case : 
Suppose an ingenious ai'iifieer comes to 
the board of admiralty ; and says " I 
have inventf'd a machine uhhh shall dc- 
■tiwy the French fleet in Brest harbour at 
a .single blow, will you buy it of me for 
20,000/.?” The boai’d, after some experi¬ 
ments, arc convinced of its elficacy, aud,j 
agree to the pu.^’.hasc. Afterwards the,/ 
say to the inyi''ntol*, person can ifn- 
derstand tint application dt^his inaciiiiiu so 
Well as yourself, and we w^h to engage 
your personal services to su]U*rinteiid the. 
enterprize. Wc appoint yoirij^thu com- 


not tliink were was any man 
in the imitcd kingdom, who would come 
forward to si ii’t so preposterous and dia- 
iione-tt an iih a. Nv>w, let the house, at u 
singly glance, compare this imaginary 
case w ith the real one, ahd find, if it could, 

• one jot ofdistinction between their merits. 
He leally considered Mr. Palmer’s case to 
be so indispulaldy ^Tablishcd, that die 
would not ofeupy'Cue time of the house 
will) any addiiioiial eomments; all the 
duty that remaini^S him was to refute in 
(he general facc/n the house, any insinua¬ 
tion, that tliQ^pport given to the pelilioa 
|j}’ bis frip^sor by hiin-<e11’, lesulted from 
any thi^ in the likeness of (Mi'ty .pint, 
lie piVcsted, indiv dually, that he liad not 
coiiy^sed upon tin’s vase with any of the 
gci^emeii who usually did him the honour 
to/t'oiicur in sentiment with him, and that 
even Major Palmer himself must have 
been ignorant till that inoinciit of i^ic 
nature of the vole which lie now certainly 
should give. 

Sir T/io»i<ii Tut (fw Sir; having myself 
formed one of the Committee appointed 
by the house to examine into the merits of 
Mr. Palmer’s Agieeuieuf with goveiii- 
tnciit, I fool it a |>eculi.ir dutj to otii-r my 
sentiments upon the pre.sent eonsidei atioii 
of the Report.—Sir; I could wish the 
hou.se to recollect, that the maimer in w liich 
(his Committee was selected, vv as agreed to 
by every one interested for or against the 
•present question, as the fairest and most 
impartial mode lhateould be ado|)tnl. It 
w.vs com|)rised, in the first place, of all the 
county members, of all the rcpre.-.eulatives 
of the great mercantile cities, of gvntle- 
m«n of the long robe, and of inercliunts, 
and 1 challenge any gentleman in this 


inan^of a man ot war, and will pajs^ouJ house to produce from the earliest records 
such an allowance wdiile wc retain ydu in parliament, a committee more qualified 

(o ascertain the merits of the case at i.ssiic. 


the navy.” The inventor never (fo.sired 
this appointment, but be accepts it, he 
completes the object of the enterprize. and 
the French fleix, is destroyed ; but, while 
’ this work is about, he coiufnrts himself im¬ 
properly in his sliip. and disobeys the chief 
in command ; tbo Admiralty immediately 
him from the service, and his con- 
mtional allowance ends with his eniploy- 
m‘cnt. So flir all is proper but w ould 

imy man be found, who should say this 
than had not a claim, a jast and legal 
claim upon the Adiniralty^^ard, for the 
{fy,00(^. whii h they had orighially bar¬ 
gained for the purchase of his invention. 


or more likely to administer equal justice 
to the public and to the individual.—Sir; 

I caii'boldly aver, that^ieri: never was a 
bmly of getiileineii who paid a mure strict 
anti constant attention to the subject be¬ 
fore them, or who went more fully and es¬ 
sentially into the whole of the Evidence 
dnrini^a long and laborious investigation. 
The result of that investigation is novjy^/ 
fore yon, and they there declare thera- 
si'lyes of Qpitiion, “ That Mr. Palmer has 
fully proved his Agreement, aifcMS justly 
entitled to the sum he clainjgj”—No^-, sir,' 
1 am far from asserting, tJut this house is 
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bound implicitly to abide by the decismn Palmer does not, with (he prudent calcit* 
of its own Committee, because all those lation of a wortdiy-mindea man^'say to 
who have bestowed as much of their time the government, “ I will organize 
and attention to this case sis the members Plan, 1 will pros c to you that it is feasible, 
of that ('ommittee, are certainly as well anti having brought you to this conviction,' 
qualified to judge of its merits ; but, sir, you shall pay me suc4i a specific sum for 
as there art, undophtedly, manyhondurabie the invention, and whether hereafter th® 
gentlemen present, w’ho from the pressuri^ scheme continues to sutcccd or no will be 
of other business, have found it impussihlo a matter of indifference to me.” No, 

' to go through f 1^* printed K\ idence before sir. Air. Palmer’s language to the minister 
ttfbm, 1 do say, that as many gentlt^ is this—“'I'he cuntiaet 1 submit to you 
men as are in their own minds conscious shall not place it in the powefof the pub- 
of tlieir want of iTMwinution on the sub- he to reproacli you with having math} an 
jpct, are bound in hfis-or, either to agree improMdent bargain : they shall not have 
witli the Committee wlit,h the}'' them- it to say, you have extravagantly expended 
selves have delegated, or to■'ijive no vote a sum of money upon a projector W'hoae 
whatever ui>on the subji’ct—oiW^of th<<< Plan, though sui ces'iful to a certain degree, 
two things I think we have a rig.*U to a«.k is yet voiy inaditjuate to thi» injudicious 
of tlum. —Sir; it appears to iV^*, the reward he [.’'siWj^nH'd: vv hat |l request is 
whole argument on this subjet t it’iplves this, that at t^iPenntof each year an ac» 
it^elt into one plain question ; Was tWre coiiiil be taken of the Post Office receipts, 
nil Agioemcn't, or was then* not?—Sir; and out of this gros’^ sum all the cxpenccs 
Mr. Pitt himself acknowledges the Agree- incidental to the establishment shall be 
^mont; and I believe no one in this house disbuised, and then, from the clear net mo- 
will qui'xtion either its fairiie.ss or niodera- nics paid into^he treasury beyond Uie old 
tion. All. Palmer, it appeals, was to in- amount, I demand my per-cetUage of six- 
ciea'.e the puiilic revenue by me.ms of a pence in Ahe pound.”—Here, sir, are no 
rrloim and improvement he imdi rtouk in sfieculutivc advantages, no ideal einolu- 
the Po>t Odue depaiinient. lie was to merits; before the inventor is to be thought 
embaik Ins tune, liis fortune, and his fanu of, we an* to sev tfie'^t. omoluiiieiits and to 
m tins expeliincnt. If his exertions sue- feel the funefit of them; and when we 
eceded, he w.vs to icielve a fortii th pait luive satisfied oursi Ives of theiv reality, and 
only of the emulumenis which would in we are alxsoJuuJy in the enjoyment of 
ronsequeiite accrue to the couiitiy ; hut, them, then, and not till fh*«. Mr. Palmer 
if he faded, (no matter from what cause) is to reap the liciietU of his Agreement,—- 
governmiiil weie hound to make him Sir, it is upon this piiiiciplc Mr. Palmer 
(ompensation whatever, either fur his time,ishes tube Judged; produce the Post 
tioublc, anxiety, loss, and the total iieglec t wffiec atcountV jSs^nSTve not benefited 
of all his other concerns in life : even the by his plan, he Ms no claim■^lon us; but 
goodness and the purity of his intentions if, on the contrary, it should appear, tliat 
were not to be taken into consideration ; the country nas derived and is deriving an 
but he was to he left liable to encounter immense a^.Hiual income from his services, 
‘ruin, penury, and mortification as the ic-^ w^yti^d■n,'8ir, 1 assert, and 1 feel confident 
ward of a mistaken zeal for the good ' thayMie public will bear me out in thoas- 
his country.—^'Phus, sir, in this exiraordi- .scrlion, that he ought, in justice and in 
nary and unprecedented bargain, Ihccoun- honour, to bt paid up to the ainoupt of bu 
try w'cre to incur no risk whatever. It succes'p Sir; it has been advanced by a 
was morally and physically imppssible right hoii. gent, that Mr. falmei? from dis- 
they could sus’tnn any injury. In tlie *puting tlie I'ominands of the Postitaaster, 
event of failure, Mr. Palmer alone was Ueneral, was found unfit to retain his offi- 
to suficr the whole of the loss; but, if his (iai situation in the PdSt Office; and ihathjr 
Plan succeeded, why then, sir, j’or every his acting so as to oblige the Treasury 
twenty shillings tlic country was Jo come discharge liim, he deprived the Cuui\try of 
into the possesion of, Mr. Palmer, the pro- many advantages his coiitipuance in office 
*jc-Cif»r and inventor of the means by which would fiav^i insured to them.—Sir; in the 
these twenty <dii1Iings were«acquired, was first place,! deny that it was necessaryvto 
to receiv^ sixJpence, and that duriuj^ his discharge Mia Palmer for disobedience to 
. life onli^’!^Tliiere is one feature in this the Postipasler General, because he never 
Agreement which I would particularly acknowledged their authority, but 1 via 
direct the at&ntion of the house. Mr. ready to admit, with the right hon. gent. 
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tt\e reveau« which >tbe pcr'Cattage gnEsur 
out of, was increasing every hour, and that 
before the next settlement could arrive, 
Mr. Palmer’s per-ceiitage would overtake 
and leave behind it this 3,000/. a year 
which they now hold up as an advantage* 
ous settlement to the projector.—Mr. Pal¬ 
mer was aware, that during the infancy of 
Vhis system his ('inolimteutswould be»niall; 
but he looked forward to a progressive ex¬ 
tension of them from^./increasing corI- 
inerce of the conntry^nd the facility and 
eunveniuiicc which hi^.^lan held out to its 
correspondence. sir, that undi.-r these 
circuui.stances an ^buse <»f words to 
say that this Tft'asnry manoeuvre was play¬ 
ed-olf yiiv'Sd ness or even fairness to Mr. 
Palmer ;ynor in right of his Agreeuient he 
would this tiiim 0 “. receiving lO.OiK)/. 
in.stca/f of .3,000/. a year, and tins fact is 
ati^. cc the strongest and most incontesti- 
ble proof of his merit and ability—But 
sir, 1 blush to say, that it was tiic extent 
of Mr. Palmer’s success, and the alino.st 
incredible eniulunients arising to govern- 
inetU froiii Ins .scheme, that precluded him 
fr('m the. beneiit of his contract. Had Mr. 
I’abntM' succeeded in a smaller degree he 
IukI been sale, and h id five or mx other 
pntjectors succeeded afterwards in the 
same proportion up to the present re¬ 
venue, their separate obligation.s would all 
have been thankfully discharged, and the 
government have congratulated themselves 
on such provident bargains. But, .sir, be- 
cattse one man undertakes a hopeless re- 
‘I'onn, and after succeeding in tleliancc of 
all calculation, carries the revenue he has 
so reformed, to the cliniax and acme of 
perfection, the ministers fiml out that it i.s 
excessively presuming that any one man 
sho'uld dare to make such an impertinent 

. . ^ _ - , - (lisplay of lii.s genius and talent, and thcre- 

be glad to know by what right the ori^nal fArc he is to be paid, not for wb.it he actu- 


(faat public sutleretl materially in a 
pre^eetive view, from Mr. Palmer’s dis- 
Jaaissid. But, sir, the right hon. gent, ap- 
petirs to forget, that Mr. Palnier is not 
Asking the country to reward him for the 
services he would have performed, had he 
been permitted to give them ; he'only de¬ 
mands his per-centage upon that sum of 
money w'hich he has actually ])ut us in 
possession of. —Sirj there can be no tieceit, 
no sophistry in tijis. You have the money, 
or you have not: prove the latter ami his 
Claim vani.sbcs. But if you admit the 
former, it is clearly substimtiated. Now, 
sir, if for the sake of argument, i were to 
suppose that Mr. Palmer bad justly in- 
cuned his dismissal, and rcuderqfl him.self 
incapable otVcoiuinuing his services to the 
public, wh 3 {, sir, even in thi^'iew' of the 
niiuir, the fault wouK*’ ■•‘long "idi 
it its own punishment, for this agree¬ 
ment so links the interests of the pub¬ 
lic with that of the individual, that the 
one cannot suller without the other bear¬ 
ing a proportionate partic'p'^tiun. If the 

S vernment did not cliu.se to continue 
r. Palmer in olFico, it wa.s a circumstance 
much to be regretted; but still, they had 
nn undoubted right to select their own 
officers; and it was at thqir choice either 
to retain him or dismiss him. They had 
the most untpialified right to dispense with 
( his services; but they could not, in honor, 
or in etjuity, dispense with his Agreement; 
unless indeed they gave up all the advan¬ 
tages accruing from it, and reverted back 
to the.old injurious systcoL from which 
his talents, and had rescucf/ 

ffiem.—-But jjt scemscm^lic suspension 
of Mr. Palmer, the govebtmunt discon¬ 


tinued the usual payment^ 


per- 


'centage, and settlotl an annuif^ of 3,000/. 
upon him for his life. Now, sn"?.?liot^l 


agreement is to be annulled, and this pcii- 
Aion filiated on Mr. J’aliner in lieu of it ? 
Did Mr. Palmer con.sent to this afyange- 
ment/. Di^ be accept the 3,000/. a 

year ns a compensation for his per-cen- 
tage ? No. Why thcii, .sir, the contract 
W his part remains lAibrokcn, and he is en¬ 
titled to the full and complete benefit of 
it.—But, sir, the right hon. gent, has statedj 
titat the 3,000/. a year was rather inose 
Chan the yearly per-centage ae^ that time 
amounted to; and that it wag conceived 
Me* Bahncr would be a miner by this 
anrangsment. Now sir. the r^bt hon. 

must himself be aware of the fallacy 
^'(his argument; because.be knew that 


W 

■^y ha.s done, but for what it w is supposed 
he might be able to do. During the time 
this plan was on its trial and its .succeas 
■leeiiic^'chimerical, the projector bad sin¬ 
gly to encounter all tbe«4}xp( nce, trouble, 
an<4 fatigue, together with such a hydra 
train of difficulties as would have driven 
almost ai^y other man to have thrown up 
the con|ract in r1e.spair; in the mean time, 
the government, who we re To reap almost 
the exclusive benefit of hit excrtioiM,diff*' 
tiered under none of thesc'vcxations, un- 
less^'in their own imaginaiioiis^But sir, 
when the persevering ability of^Jr. Pah 
mer had triumphed over eisory obstpclcs) 
and crowned HerculetSia lahonra anilt 
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sficces», then the govenuiient awaken from ,the countrj^ that* no .parallel tituMnee 
tilcir idle visions of appreJicmsion, to the national ingratitude can rise np to cover 
solid iiiul absolute onjoyineiit of an ini- any future minister with the waine and 
iiiense revenue, while Mr. Palmer, in his disgrace which must accompany it, -but 
ruined tbrtune and impaired health, feels if* unfortunately,* any such sliouid exut, 
the reality of the evils he had to contend let them be produc^pd; the sooner ir« 
against; and the promised reward of his wash fnsii our hands.tliospots yhicli coir- 
toils, the honest and hard earned fruit taiiiiiiatc them, tlie more cunsistently whdi 
of his ingenuity, eludes his grasp, and the honour of the country, and the justioa 
leaves him only the heart-rending rcllcc- and dignity of this house, shall we acU 
I'ion, that liis co.«tjdeuce in the word of We must acknowledge, that a gross injm- 
a minister, his itupiAKiince in iniagiiiiiig ticc has been done : let us not then add 
that the |inblic pledged by him, wa., oppression to iujusiicc, and siitle the crie* 
an obligation as vai.-.'^as the written con- of the victim with an aggravation of faifc 
tract of any other indivi.lijal, lia\e subject- injuries, and an insult on his feel mgs.— 
cd him to this mass of injigy and oppres- imr ; 1 do most solemnly adjure the house 
sioii.—Hut, it is said, JMr. PitiS^^ecided 401 to reflect seriously beiurc they come to a 
tliusn Claims. Mr. Pitt was a party con- decision Bpon thus allair. Tips is no cotn- 
cerncil. Nor can 1 (greatly as 1 i'^leemcd mon debu‘e ; it is, thank no partf 
him) surrender my judgment, in -j caNC ijucstion ; it^j>'^bnujin which our dearest 
wlieic the aid of common sense is 'Join* mterests are involved; it is one in tvhidl 
necessarv to 'rorm it, even to him.—Hut, ministers, as the guardians of the public 
sir, it is plain from Mr. Pitt’s conduct, ami laith, no less than of the public purse, ar» 
from his Evidence, that he was not satis- concerned ; and let them beware of iios 
*fied with himself. It is plain he attempt- pressing this ftutioii on the public, that the 
ed to |>evsuade liimnclf, that by the mode word of a minister is less sacred, less tube 
adopted, he was not doing injustice to Mr. de|)eudcd,on, less safe, than the contract 
Palmer; but lie did not succi-ed. Per- of the most abject individual.—1 beseech 
haps this is some excuse, to his zealous gentlemen to consider that it is not only 
paitiisan.s.whosefei-lings may be not tjuile hi this hoiuse, but out of it, that our coiw- 
.«u nice, for liieirconduct and language to- duct to this individual is the subject of 
night.—Sir; there has been an objexiion discussion and judgment, are awane 
urged thisinght inopposiiion tothetJlaims of the equity of these Claims. The ser- 
of'Mr. Palme-r, which 1 can scarcely con- vices of Mr. Palmer are daily and hourly 
ceivc the right hon. gentlciiian serious in experienced by ail ranks and descriptions 
nllering to the coiisideratioti of a Hritish of people, and 1 feel satisfied that there ra 
house of commons; namely, the amoniil'jnot an individual in the country who 
of those Claims. Sir, the sum mentioned, \ould not cheWfully sjjbsja-ibe his mite to 
100,0001. has no other foundation but in the discharge ^ so just a debt.—But sir, 1 
the unworthy motive of deterring gentle- have no fears t’sfr the issue of*this motion, 
men by its amount from supporting the 1 teel couiidptit, that the vote of this night 
rootioin JSurt ly it is enough that wc fftive will rescue ihe nation from an ignominious 
•so long w'itldield from an individual that. Ijy^uctt„':>,'‘€aitli, and evince to our coastitu- 
which is so honestly his due : but that w'e \ enW/lfhat though Justice should be banish- 
must make the very extent oi' this iiijui^- ctKand driven from the breasts of minis- 
a pretence for further injustice ! As well tens, here she will ever find a sacred and 
might the mortgager who neglccls the hallowed re.fugc. Jf ministers know ndt 
punctual discharge of liis obligation, re- or negfect their duty, if they violate thn 
sist the sett!eihei 3 i. of the arrears on the lirinciplcs of justice towards the mWtest 
ground of its accumulation. Why, sir^ in individual, here they will be compelled tt» 
fairness and in equity, Mr. Palmer has the rciracc their footsteps; for within tbeto 
most unqualified right to tlie compound w.al]s, it is not, Pam sure, assuming too 
interest upon the money so urjfistiy de- much to declare, that -merit can nevelr 
taiiicd from him ; and 1 assert, without the w^iit friends, or the claims of justice on# 
'feu;;of contradiction, that an Paiglish jury integrity .sacccssful adroca&s. 
would award It to him.—T|;e right hon. The SolicUov iicncrtd (Sir Thomas Pip- 

S ent, has also Ixprcssed ids appreheiiaiou, mcr) briefly cd>-<cr^’cd, that it was his fiitoi 
tat if tlt^ Clahn is once admitted, no fu- opinion, that air. Palmer could ostablMt 
' ture,sessioii g|v|l pas.s without similar a|>- no legal claim whatever to any part c^tbb 
plications. Sii^ 1 do tpust for Lite credit of remuneration proposed ; hut that «t all 
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events, however wide a construction the 
li^rality of the house might please to 
gtve the Agreement of per-centage, it was 
absolutely impossible for any man proless- 
itig the least knowledge \)f the laws of His 
country, to maintaiii, that I he salary of 
1,500/. wgs to be considered du# to him 
since the year 1793 ; as from that period 
to the present moment, Mr. Palmer iuul 
remained totally unemployed, and had nut 
discharged any one of the otiicial services 
for which that salary was originally given. 

Mr. William Stnith informed the boui>i>, 
that he had been fully acquainted with 
every particular relative to this husiiics.s, 
at the time when life bargain was origin¬ 
ally entered into between Mr. Palmer and 
the minister,:; and that he could assort 
from his own positive knowled'/e, that Mr. 

Palmer at tnat time ed hitnself to 

be forming an Agreement, which should 
stand independently upon its own merits, 
and not be liable to avoidance, upon any 
personal quarrel or misunderstanding be¬ 
tween the parties. And He could also 
stale, that from many communications had 
with Mr. Pitt, about the same period, he 
had every reason to believe the minister 
considered the bargain exactly iji tlie same 
point of view. 

Mr. Peter Moore said it was impossible 
Mr. Palmer ^conld ever have intended to 
resign the positive Claim he had under the 
original Agreement, when he accepted of 
the appointment, and that it was a duty 
incumbent upon the country to prevent 
one of its greatest benefactors from re- i 
preaching theraffRit only v^th ingratitud,tM 
but with dishencsty.' 

Dr. Laurence relerred twjhe Evidence 
already before the house, fc^ a thprough 
conviction that the bargain had been re- 


l 


icccedingiy disgraceful 
fuse a small compensation for a very la?ge 
benefit already derived and permanently 
posSesse'd.—^The Question now being ca< 
lod for, < ‘ 

A{,a;for Palmer again rose, to state that he' 
‘ had considered it a duty to the Committee 
h) the first instance oto frame his motion 
upon their Report, but, in consequence of 
the difi^rence of opinion expressed by an 
hon. member of it (Mr. Croker,) he should 
beg leave, for the sake of rac«tii% their 
uijpnitnity, and as far as he could that of 
the house, to withdraw his ipotion includ- 
ii^ the .1,500/. a year, and to substitute the 
Amendment for the per-centage only. 

. A diy);uon then took place on the ainend- 


f252 

e4 motion, viz " Resolved : That it is the 
“ opinion of this Committee, That Mr. 
" Palmer is entitled to his per-rentage on 
" the net increased Revenue of the Po.st 
" Office beyond the sum of 240,000/., to 
»' be jiaid him from the .'ith day of A|)ril 
“ 1793? and during his life, according to 
" the provision.s of the a|>pointiiu-nt of 
“• 17 89, deducting the .sum of 3.(100/. a year 

received subsequent to^,tlie 5th day of 

" April 1793.” * *• 

Por the Resolution.137 

Against it . . . 71 

Majority for-^ie Resolution . —00. 

The hou.se tl':‘li resiflned, and the Re¬ 
port was ordefed to be taken into consi- 
dtt<’ation o»»iU»nday the loth. 

/' _ 

A ^ 

. HOUSE OF L01tD.S. 

Friday, May 

[Debtous Bill.] On the second read¬ 
ing of this bill being moved by lord El- 
leiiborougli. 

The liarl of Moira objected to its princi¬ 
ple, which appeared to be thi.s, that a 
debtor was to be subject to twelve months 
imjn'i.sonment for a debt of 20/. or under. 
TJiis, he contended, was contrary to tho.se 
sound principles of legi.slation which ought 
to regulate the law of debtor and credi¬ 
tor. Twelve months imprisonment was a 
severe punishment imposetl for a great of¬ 
fence, and he saw no reason wliy an un¬ 
fortunate debtor should be subjected to it. 
^Another objection to this bill was, that 
there was no provision by w'hich the frau¬ 
dulent could be distinguished from the un¬ 
fortunate debtor. 

Lord, Ellenl/orough contended, that his 


noble friend had in some degree niiscon- 
gularly and positively made ; atA'stlmu^t l^eived the object of tlie bill, as it did not 
it w'oa*d be exceedingly disgracefulitJ^'c- ^mpose tw’elve months impriso: 


IfWVITVf AtAVFIIIfllO imprisoniTieiit upon 
[^flebtor; the creditor might release him 
sooner. The only object of the bill w^a.s, 
that after having been imprisoned for 12 
months the debtor might demand his dis¬ 
charge. He admitted tJialT there were no 
means in this bill of distingiiishiiig the 
fraudulent from the unfortunate debtor, 
nor was it practicable, but at the same 
time it ^as not likely tlint such frauds 
would 5e committed for the sake of ob¬ 
taining an amount of less lhau 20/. JtJe 
could not con^^ent to give U9 imprisoniij^t 
for Wabt, which was the jecurity to the 
creditor for obtaining hitidebfSl" it was 
to be had; and without s^y,tbo cre{{itor 
must frequently take the j|iace of his dis- 






charged debtor, and commercial credit,be 
destroyed. 

Lord Erskine observed, that under the 
law, as it now stood, a debtor might be 
imprisoned for an imlotinite time ; but by 
the present bill he might, where the debt 
(lid not o\cccd ^0/., demand his discharge 
at the end of twelve month'., his pro¬ 
pel ty being still liable ; this, therefore, he 
cotisidercd as great advantage to debt¬ 
ors of that de^C.■ption. There was, he 
tlif.iiLdit, a great iiVor in some of the ar- 
ginn nls I’espi«tThw- imprisonment for debt, 
as tiny .seemed to sfipposc that one-lialf 
of mankind weri3*crediUfs and the other 
half debtors, whilst the fa'.t was, that a 
gre it numlier of the < rcditor'^' n.ete tht«i- 
scUes debtors, and if the secu-ny they 
h id against their delUors was lak 'it from 
them, must tliemselve. become insolent. 

Jhe ItO)tl Chanullor also supportci' the 
bill. Tie ba"d some doubt as to how far 
it might tend to weaken the security of 
the creditor, but he thought it an experi- 
' mint woilh trying.—The bill was then 
iiad a second time. 

nOUsK or lOMMONS. 

Er/day, May 13 . 

[PriinoN KLsi'ieiiNo Tiir Report on 
DisriLLciioN inoM l^u.cR.] tieneral 
C'oicoyvf presented a petition from the 
gentlemen, clergy, nu rcliiiiits, and other 
nihabilaiits of Liverpool; siting forth, 
"That the said town essentially depend^ 
for the supply of bread to its numerous in¬ 
habitants, ami a large and populous dis- 
tiKt ill the inteiior of the county of Lm- 
caster, upon importations of corn and 
flour from other parts, and that a Luge 
propiiitioii of sueh supply has heretofore 
• been deriv ed from foreign coiuifries ; and 
’ that, of laic, in consei|UcntP of the 
happy situ ition of the coni incut of Luropc, 
and the embargo which has taken place 
in the li. States of Amciica, the importa¬ 
tion of foreign corn and flour has creased, 
and the prices'of«these articles have ad¬ 
vanced considerably, ami are siill advsyic- j 
ing, while, at the same time, fioin the j 
stagnation of trade, and the consequent 
want of employment, and depreciation of 
wages, the labouring classes of the jieople 
• aije, become hiss able to purchase these 
negesKaries of life at a higUrate, or even 
more rcasonahk* rates, as fully appear* by 
tlic Repyfl lately made of evidcnce'laken 
’ hefoije a convjiitU e of the house, ordered 
to be piintcd oh the 12th of April last, on 


the Petition of certain cotton manuf^ 
turers and journeymen cotton weavers liV- 
ing in the county of Lancaster; and that, 
from the united operation of these circuin- 
sftinces, the petitioners have been, and 
continue apprehensive of much distre^ 
amongst* the poor in-that populous town 
ami county; and it was w itii peculiar 
satisfaction that they observed, in a late 
R( port of a committee of the house, the 
reconmieiidation of what the petitioners 
humbly deem a wise ineusurc of precau¬ 
tion loudly called for by the existing situ¬ 
ation of tilt* country, namely, the suspen¬ 
sion of the use of (Iriyn in the Distilleries 
of tills kingdom, and the restriction of 
them to ^ho use of Sugar for a limited 
[leriod; and that, in proportion to the 
sdti.'.faction of tb«s»,petitioners’ in so well- 
tiincd a reccjilTmeiidatioii, is their regret 
in perceiving that meetings have been 
held. 111 some parts of the country, lor the 
purpose of obtaining petitions to the housg 
against the measure in question, as calcu¬ 
lated to injiirl the farmers, and discourage 
agric'iltuie ; and that the petitioiieis hum¬ 
bly conte*ul that this measuie cannot pro¬ 
duce those cllects, as it appears, by the 
Rcpoit of the committee, that, on an ave¬ 
rage oftlic last five ycais, the importation 
of foreign corn into (Treat Britain has not 
bei'ii less than 770,000 quarH-rs per ami., 
wliii h must, of course, luve found a con- * 
sumption, but which can no longer be 
imported, while the quantity of com used 
in the Distilleries of the United Kingdom 
^oes not exceed 780,000 quarters; and 
l/icrefore the Vorn to (jt* excluded from 
the Disiillerics L>y the, propoVd measure, 
siippo-iing it to (xtend to Ireland as well as 
(Jreat Britain, will only supply the place 
of tlie quantity hitherto imported from 
Thfeig*' parts ; and that, in addition to the 
•usual foreign supply (of which a*largo 
pvbportioii has been icceived at Liverpool), 
tliere has been imported into tbit place 
from Ii'i^land, on an average of the last five 
jeara, 21'2,52j quarters o4corn, flou^, and 
Vatineal per annum; that, during the'pe- • 
tiod now past of the present year, this 
usual su[)ply has been*greatly diminished, 
and ill place of a continuance thereof at 
this time, orders fiir the purchase of con¬ 
siderable quantities of wheat and oats have 
been rcceivVd by iiicrrhnnls in Liverpool 
from millers, and others in Ireland, at un¬ 
limited prices# to be shipped from then^ 
for the sii{|ply of districts in that part oftfie 
U. Kingdom, where scarcity appears to be 
apprehended ; and that large supplies of 
• 
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corn are annually received at Liverpool 
from Scotland; that these supplies, during 
the present year, have been much Jess than 
usual, owing to the dclicieiicy of the last 
crop in several quarters of that part of' tne 
U. Kingdom, all wfiich lends to, enhance 
still more'the price of broad in that town, 
already too high for ilio labouring poor 
generally to atl'trd, and particularly the 
manufacturing poor, from the fjresnil want 
of employment, and coiisoqiionl deprecia¬ 
tion of wages ; and that, if any in>.n)itra- 
ble obstacles should pri vont tlii-. restric¬ 
tion front being extetidod to Ireland, it 
appears there would then be a deficii ncy 
of 300,t)00 (|uarters of foreign supply, to 
be provided for, if possible, by an ex¬ 
tended cultivation of the soil of the U. 
Kingdom, in order to,.thu^J,Jie usual con¬ 
sumption of the coubtry, vtithuut taking 
info tile account the extraordinary sup- 
plk's of corn, flour, and bread, w inch, in 
Jthe present situation of aflairs, must inevi¬ 
tably be w'anted by the VVe^t India colo¬ 
nies from the U. Kingdom, as well as that 
our allies, the Swedes, being deprived of 
their usual supply of bread corfi from tin; 
e|)posite shores of the Bailie, and their 
own growth being generally inadequate 
to their ordinary consump'iion, may at this 
time be compelled to resort to this country 
for supplies of barley, which, when mixed 
with rye, is, as the petitioners arc informed, 
used for bread in times of scarcity in 
Sw'eden ; and that, in the oiiinion of the 
petitioners, the prices of corn arc likely 
to continue higb^though Jhey trust that»' 
the adoption joi tlrfe TiicasuTc will preveiil 
them from becoming exorbitant * that the 
advantage of exorbitant prices even to the 
farmer is very questionable, experience 
having shewn that they terminate even¬ 
tually, in uncommon deprcciation^Nvhife 
fn the mean time the evils that ensue,to‘ 
the public at large are unquestion diry 
great; ’and the petitioners feel assured 
that the .house will deem the goorl o!‘ the 
who]{i( to be pteferred to a doulitful in-, 
terest of one class of the people, liow'evor 
.numerous and respt*etab!e, a class more- 
over which be'ng protected, by a special 
act of the legislature, from the injurious 
effects of an excessive depreciation of the 

E rices of corn in times of plenty, fiy 
ounties on its exportation payable out ui' 
the public revenue, ought af otiier times 
fairness and justice to sulfniit chearfuily 
to such measures as may be necessary to 
^ard the'pqb'nc against the contrary ex¬ 
treme «£^Orbitant prices, particularly in 


Sugar. [255 

the present peculiar .situation of the coun¬ 
try, and unjirccedcntcd state of the conti¬ 
nent of fiuntpe ; and that, witli regard to 
the local inlere.sts of any partirulnr dis¬ 
tricts in w'hicli barley may be cliiefly cul¬ 
tivated, tlie petitioners conceive they have, 
still less claim to be j>ut into compciuion 
jvith a meaaire of general advantag-e; but 
they are of opinion that even the local in¬ 
terests of tlie barley eouiitj>k's are not likely 
to be inatcrially by the jiropu-scd 

measure, for though biv’ley is tiie grain 
cliiefly u.si'd in tlio I'a'i^'ush distillerie.s, ami 
though it appears are some lands in 
th's kingdom ^yrfiere no sub.stitutc for tlie 
< roj).s of grain can be resorted to 
without ii<jury to the firmer, yet, on the 
other hand, it appears there aix; also lands 
on w'li\^ii barley is g.rowii where oat.s would 
prove an advantageous substitute; and 
wlis^i the petitioners consivlgr, that of the. 
ipiantity of barley ammally produced in 
I'Inglaiiu, only one .sixti'eiith pari, or there¬ 
abouts, has been eonsmiicd in the distille¬ 
ries, they cannot doitbr, that such a change 
of culture might take [ilace as would jirc- 
veni barley fioin being reduced below its 
proportion,ible price, eomjiarcd \. ith other 
grain, or, if it should lor a lime he some- 
vvliit lower thin its jusi proportion, it 
would .soon, in the opinion of tlx* petition¬ 
ers, find a more c.xtended consumption as 
hread corn, tin* ctliii t of which must inc- 
vitahly be to raise it to its natural level • 
in confirmation of which the petitioners 
,e.re enabled to state to the house, tliat of 
late, ill conseipieuce of the adv.ancc of 
wheat and oat.s, as well as tlie reductiou 
of wages, the lower classes in the county 
of Lancaster have begim to have rctoar.se 
to ,barley bread, which they art* not ac- 
cu.stomcd to u.se, except in times tifscarcity 
and comparative dearness ol' other sorts of . 
.vgi ain; and that the i.'elitioners conceive 
the confining the operation of the measni-e 
ill question to a single year, with a power 
vfested in his maje.sty in council to put an 
cnilto>it within that period if ucces.sary, 
W'ould be .so guarded a proceeding as not 
to tansc in the minds of those concerned 
the least feeling of alarm or apprehen- 
.sioti; aiu) that, although the petitioners 
are aiiidous' to recommend the proposed 
measure to the house on grounds of ge-, 
ner.il benefit, without reference to wiy 
parj^ial intertfsts, yet they cannot be in- 
-en-ible of its tendenev to affbn4,relief to 
the \Ve.st Indian colonies in their present 
distressed sitiiatiuii, whichjltSk been shewn 
to have peculiar claims on the cqnsidcra^ 
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tfon of tlic legislature^ and whicbj in the the most deep-felt sorrow> that they ^ave 
apprehension of the petitioners, allbrds a witnessed the unsubstantiated charges and 
strong additional argument in favour of invectives industriously disseminated and 
this measure, mure especially as the ])re- indis< riminately brought forward against 
servation of the colonies from the ruin the clergy of Eit^lanU, as a negligent and 
which threatens them is confessedly an ob- mercenary body, at 9 time too wlien their 
jeetof the first national iiuportainie, as it proved «eal and acknowledged ^Hbrts, dur- 
appcais the article of sugar alone pays an ing periods of unexampled danger, which 
annual duty of above three millions to the menaced the security not only of the 
country; that the JiianufuL tin cd goods ex- thionc and altar, but through them the 
{wrted annually'c* these colonics have ex- conservation of property and of the prin- 
ceeded six millions nt value ; and that this cipics of moral order, ought, they hare a 
trade is one of^^i princi[tal remaining right to hope, to Jiave bci'ii justly appre- 
nurseries for onr scie.'jen and of employ- ciated, if not gratefully rcniombered by 
nicnt for our s]w|i]dng; and tliercfurc their country ; and that in these times of 
praying, liiat the house will pass an act to unexampled pressure^pon the moderately 
Mcpcnd tile use of grain in tlf.^^disriJleries boneticed^clergy, they cannot hut considelT 
of threat ifntain aiul Ireland, and to con- ai impolitic, uiun’cessary, a^d vexatious* 
fine them (o the use of sugar, for o'lc year, any farther privations tending to destroy 
fVoiu the fir.sl day of J’uly next, siilijn t to tlic almost ^^‘^v,ly Remaining link whicn 
a discretionary power to be vested ii> liie connects the nig her with tin-lower orders of 
king in coinicii, upon a siillicient notice, the I'copie, a link ulti< ii by ooiuinunicat- 
to do away the suspension, and allow the ing the wants of the latter to the notice of 
distilleries to carry on their trade in the tlie foniicr, keeps up an intorcourse of 
'aceustoiiicd manner.” —Ordered tolieupon benefits and j*ratitudo between both; that 
the table. (be c<)iise<|ueiii dtprcvsioii of the inode- 

[PniTiox AcviNsT nil; (’uratk-s Rcm- laiely bcycliced clergy, on the contrary, 
i)i;\i fi Bjli..] Mr r/a/r/o present- must approximate tliein too much to the 

cd a i'Viitioii iVoin certain of tlic clergy re- poor to command (heir icsjX'ct, and re¬ 
sident in the county of Berks, taking notice move them at ,too great a distance from 
of ilu'Bill for making more eflcctual pro- the rich to obtain their legard and 
vision for the iiiaintenaiicn of Stipendiary duo consideration ; and th^t they cou- 
Ciirates in England, and for their residence ceivo the inibciieficed clergy have every* 
on tlieir cure-,; and setting I'orlli, “That reason to be .satisfied with the liberalnl- 
tlie pelitioiiers, impressed with serious-ap- lowaiico at present in the power of the 
prehension of the fatal consequences with bishops to assign them, inasmuch as they 
which the regular clergy and established frequently enjoy resources from which in- 
church of this kingdom are threatened, if cumbeiits in general ara ijcdiarred, such as 
the said Bill should pitss into law, conse- fellowships, lectureships, chfinlaincies, and 
quetices which they have maturely weigh- tuition in all its branches; and indeed they 
od, and as it became their duty, have an- conceive the bill essentially defective in 
licipatcdwithuniinpassioiicd andunlii-asWl not marking the appropriate dillerciice 
^deliberation, Iniinbly lay the following w;hicli obviously distinguishes payment 
eoiisideratioiis before the house: That | »from row ard; ami that in many instances 
they arc penetrated with the deepest con- »^i^will be liable to the objection of 
eel'll in contemplating the prolrablu injuries giving more, in proportion to th^ duties 
which the eharaelor of the clergy of the performed, than is consistent with strict 
church of haiglaml will .-u itaiu as a^body, justice, -as it will be Ibiiii^ that ill general 
from tlic su.spicioii»w Ii'cli this Bill is calcu- the most valuable benefices are those which , 
lated to inspire, su»))ieious vvhitli they cj>n- enjoy the greatest exemption from arduous 
ceiVC are unmerited, tending to lower them duty, and indiseriniifiatc ch-argea of ex- 
in the estimation of the people, and to travagant and disproportioned eniohiraents 
alienate, if not to destroy, that ^iitiment may apply to payments, but not to the 
of respect and attachment which has been nature of rewai-ds, regulated by the dis- 
*hjtkfirto obsei'ved towards the clergy, as an tinctioiT oP age, learning, and dignity; 
integral and important bran«h of our con- and that thjs bill, they apprehend, strikies 
stitiilioiial polity, a sentiment which in so at the very esi^nce of all property, perina- 
.emiueiitly necessary to the preservation of nentor us^ifriictuary, w'hich it is the fmidb- 
our pure rcUgion, as in church and state mental principle and estaljjji^ed practice of 
established ; uifd it has not been without our constitution to preserve inviolate; and 
yoL. XI. S 
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a» the clergy hold their possessions, they 

ire vrilling to hope, by as good a title as 
any other order in the state, if authorized 
resumptions begin with them, they cannot 
but suggest the alarmibg consequences 
which naturally force themselves upon the 
imagination y they beg leave also Ibo point 
out to the house the infinite and much to 
be deprecated mischiefs which must ensue 
to them as a body, and to the unbeneficed 
clergy themselves, from those jealousies 
and animosities which may unhappily arise 
between the incumbentand his curate, a cir¬ 
cumstance which cannot at all contribute 
Co the practical harmony and edification 
of the parisii, by rendering in many cases 
the curacy more desirable than 1,bc living, 
and by conferring that independency on 
the curate which w ill destroy the natural 
order of things, and .create tan inversion 
unprecedented in every other situation in 
life, of a deputy being placed above his 
employer, totally uninfluenced and un- 
Controuled byhiiil; and that among ihc 
numerous evils with which iiV their estima¬ 
tion the bill is pregnant, the facility it 
promises to the diffusion of Sectarian prin- 
cipl PS is not the least alai'ining; the indig¬ 
nity to which the bill subjects tlie regular 
clergy, in authorising thft complaints of 
the church-wardens to the hi^hops, may 
unhappily opeti a door to interested or 
f malevolent misrepresentations, dictated by 
pique, selfish motives, or religious pre¬ 
judices ; and the divisions which may 
arise between the difterent orders of the 
clergy must infuse new vigour into secta-^ 
rism, which will? naturally derive an ac¬ 
cession of st|;t:ngth from a weakened and 
degraded establishment; and that a bill 
therefore whose innnifiist tendency is thus 
materially to depress and impoverish the 
regular clergy of this land, they cannot 
but cofisider as imjiolltic as well ns unjust,* 
since the same stroke wliich is inflicted iu/ 
them injist ihroiigli their sides wound, if 
not destroy, every otht?r superior oyder of 
the state ;* and tl^t they therefore presume 
. to hope that tlie present situation of curates," 
where it is found inadequate to their ser¬ 
vices, will be siitferefl to receive that pro¬ 
gressive amcHoralioii which the present 
course and operation of circuinstanccs are 
daily pmducing in their favour.”—Ordtfi'- 
ed to lie upon the table. * 

ffCaowM f..4NDS.] Mr. Ihukinon, after 
a short statement of the object, of his mo¬ 
tion, moved a Resolution of the bouse, that 
in all Bills of c^'-losure, draining, fkc. in 
which liis iTjajesty's interests, either in 
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right of the crown or of the duchy of Lan¬ 
caster were concerned, a clause should be 
intrmliiced for the purpose of enabling the 
surveyor-general of the Oown Lands, or 
the chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster, 
to appoint a commissioner to superintend 
the carfying of the bill into effect as far as 
related to his majesty’s rights. 

Mr. Whitbread did not think a sufficient 
ground had been laid a resolution 
which, in his opinion, went to impose un¬ 
necessary expence arid inconvenience upon 
the parties to bills of .thclosure. No in¬ 
stance of injury havffig been done to his 
majesty’s rights had bben stated by the 
hon. gent He wished the motion could bo 
deftned iMrt,n tlm country gentlemen, who 
were those most net Hy interested, should 
receive information ..upon the subject, 

Mr. Jlmkisson replied, that maii^ in¬ 
stances had occurred in which the inter¬ 
ests of the crown had been sacrificed from 
the want of such a clause in bills of enclo¬ 
sure. He particularised one of these in¬ 
stances in the enclosure at Shenvood 
Forest. As to inconveniencing the parties 
to such bills, the fact was, that at present 
where his majesty’.s interests were con¬ 
cerned, a bill of inclosure could not be in¬ 
troduced in the house without the previous 
consent of the crown j the resolution which 
he proposed tended therefore to diminish 
this obstacle. 

Mr. Taylor contended, that if the in¬ 
terests of the crown had in any case lieen 
Sacrificed as the practice now stood, it 
must have been owing to the negligence 
of the surveyor general of Crown I.ands, 
and surveyor-general of woods and forests, 
whose peculiar duty it was to examine 
bills of inclosure, tliat tliey might not 
trench on his majc.sty’s rights. lie could 
not give his consent to the Re.solution, be¬ 
cause it would load the parties to inclosure 
bills with a heavy cxpcnce, without at all 
beiii-fiting the iiitcre.sts of the crown. 

Mr. Gniham spoke to a similar effect. 

]Mr.».S’. Bourne supported the resolution, 
and sir .1. Newport opp6.scd it. 

The Chancellor qf' the Exchequer defend¬ 
ed the Resolution. 'I’he interests of the 
crown aqjl the interests of the public were 
one and ihc same; and anjr measure that 
tended to protect the one in this instance, 
must tend to protect the other. He Cbn- 
ceived, that me Adoption of the Resolu¬ 
tion, besides affording an additional secu¬ 
rity to the interests of the crown, would 
relieve those who had tho^fhlerests'fnorc 
immediately in thtir care from what waa 
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Irequently a very painful duty. Tht R^o- as an accurate calculation of Ui« ya|jue of. 
lutioii was then put and agreed to. the principal so transferred will pi'C^cribo; 

[Life Ankui i'y Plan.] On the mo- taking the stock at the currput. price of 
tiou of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,: the day of transfer, and varying the e^lcu.- 
the house resolved itself into a committee, latiou accord ing*to the age of the indivi- 
to consider of enabling holders of three dual. (>ti these lasUparticulars, however, 
per. cent, stock, to purchase Life Annuities. 1 must observe, that. 1 would j^ropose tp 

’Xha dtanceUorqf tlu; Exchequer thfinvosc, lluiit tiie power of transfer to .persons uiv* 
and uddresbcd the ciiairnian nearly ns lid- der years of age, and the amount of the 
lows :—Sir, in consequence of the notice transfer to sums not less than lOOl. each} 
which 1 gave yesterday, 1 rise to propose the former, because many impositions 
to the connniu^ edrtniu Resolutions, for might otherwise be practised ; the latter, 
the purpose of e^>ling persons possessing because the commutation of smaller sunu 
stock in the 3 ()er cents, to transfer ^that would cause considerable trouble and ia- 
stock to the coiuAiissioners for the reduc- convenience. The etlect, sir, of this mear 
tion of the national debt, with the view of sure would, as I conceive, be not only (p 
obtaining in its stead equivalei4 Annuities, take ou^ of the market all such stock, aa 
Though the subject, sir, is of great im- would become subject to si^ch coinmuta- 
portance, I do not thjnk that at tins mo- tion, but also to secure to tlie nation the 
ment the Resolutions will leail to any dis- redem})tion yf the funds so transfen'cd, 
cussion, because 1 am not disposed to re- the price at which they were when .the 
que.st that the house will form any opinion transfer n as made. The committee must 
upon them this night. All that 1 intend be perfectly aware, that the operation pf 
^ is, after having briefly explained tiie na- the Sinking Pund has recently very loucb. 
ture of my proposition, to move the read- increased thh price of stpeks. Therp i» 
ing of the first Resolution pro forma, and every reason to believe, that by the con- 
tlien to propose, sir, that you report pro- tinuance.of that operation, they will still 
gress. The whole of the Resolutions M'ill furtlier be increased in price. !No one can 
be printed, and put into the hands of mem- doubt, sir, that if the measure were con- 
bers as speedily as possible ; and 1 shall sistent with pnbbc faith, it would be ex- 
defer any motion for resuming this com- tremely desirable to give to the nation an 
mittce until next week, in order that full opportuiiily of redeeming the whole of the 
time may be given for the due considcra- Js'ational liebt at the present price of the* 
tion of the subject.—Before 1 proceed in stocks, because that would preclude tlte 
my statement, 1 think it extremely ncccs- effect wliich any future advance in the 
sa^y to guard myself against any misap- price of the stocks must have in retardin|; 
prehension that might otherwise arise, the operation of the Sinking Fund.—^Tbere 
with respect to the tendency of the men- arc two objects which the Sinking Fund 
sure w'hich I am about to propose in re- has in view; the one to (Aovide for the 
gard to the Sinking Fund. I declare to final redemption of the National Debt, 
■the committee, that I have no idea, direct- tire other to keep up the price of stocks 
ly or indirectly, of diverting the operation in the market, so as to enable government 
, ■ of the Sinking Fund from its natural and ivhenever the exigencies of the state may 
proper object, the Redemption of the require it, to make an advantagedUs loan 
tional Debt. I trust, therefore, that noS ^r the public. These objects, however, 
preconceived opinion on this subject, will sir, are in some degree inconsiqfeiit. ha 
be allowed to prejudice the minds of the some degree they counteract each other, 
committee.—1 shall now, sir, 8tate,the na- Whatever measure rai.sp$ the 'funds, attd 
ture <d‘my propbsition, and the reasons' thus enables government to borrow on the 
wltich induce me to recommend itt»the best terms, prevents the commissioners for 
adoption of the committee. 1 mean to tiie reduction of thb national debt, from 
propose, tliat liberty be given jo any pej-- reducing tliat debt on the best terms, 
eon possessing stuck in either or ^e great Now, sir, the measure which 1 {WQpoae. < 
, 3 per cents, (the Consolidated or the Re- ^I'ili combine both these pbjects ; it will 
dfltced) to transfer that stock into the hands naturally* tend to increase the price of 
of the commissioners for the reduction of stocks, and it will at the same time seoufe 
the National Debt; and tlmt <m *sueh the nedeinptkm at a low price, of so much 
• transfer h« be entitled to receive an An- stock as« may be transterred anteceiAettt 
nuilQr for amounting to such a sum to the rise produced. AJJbtfais, sir, must be 
o««r and aboite th^ dividend ojt hisj^tock, obvious tp.tirn leommiuee, .without any de« 

• 
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tailed statement, but, I wish to represent 
to them the manner in wliirh the rulcmp- 
tion of the debt will bo aflecteil by the 
purchase ot annuities. Every imtsoh who 
transfers his stock to the rommissioiiets, 
will be entitled to su.'ii an annuity as will 
be equivalent to the value of tile stock, 
and of his life; the (alculation procecdin«‘ 
on the principle that the sum which he 
would othcnvi^o iiavc rc<civc<l as interest, 
the additional sum granted as an annuity, 
and the compomid uiteiesl on the whole, 
would redeem the sum originally trans¬ 
ferred within the period to which the in¬ 
dividual’s life vvdl be talculated as likely 
to extend. I'or instance, if a person were 
disposed to transfer to the coniPiissioners 
1000/. of S j)cr cents, and upon (he esti¬ 
mate of the probable duration of bis life, 
and of the compound .-iiterest, it should bo 
calculated that he was euliiled for that 
transfer to receive twice the amount of his 
former interest, he would then have a right 
to an annuity for life of siv per cent, or 
60/. on the whole sum; the calculation 
proreedingon the principle, that the ac« u- 
muiation of the additional 30/. -.vould, at 
tim probable close of that person’s life, be 
equivalent to the rrdemjition of the stork 
originally (raiislerrcd ; a id that at the 

S rire at whicli it was originally tiansferrcd. 

low, if the «<ocki coiifiiuicd to list*, the 
»redemptioji of that sum could not be ef¬ 
fected willioiit tills measure. The whole 
merit, therefore, sir, of this plan re,ts on 
tlic accuratyof the expectation, tint the 
stcieUs are likely to rise. I aiu ready to 
admit, that if the eoiitrarv should take 
place, the melsiire will have a teiidiuiy 
dir<*ctly cippositc to that which I expec t. 
The subji ct w Inch requires our most ma¬ 
ture consideration is, whether, under the 
circumstances m vvlnch the country is 
placcd,‘'theic‘ is not good riasoii to believe, 
or rather to he certain, that a tontiuuancK 
mthfc application of the means which have 
hitherto been used to decrea.se the-debt, 
will pi-odilcc a c'o<itiiiuanc‘e of the rise in I 
the price ot stocks, 'rhe committee will 
be surprised to learn, that since the neoo- 
twtioii for the last lohn, there has been a 
rise in the funds of 6 per cent, on the 
• stock, or between nine and ten per cent, on 
the capital. \V^hen the loan was conclucF* 
cd last year, the funds were at 62; they 
arwiww {)S. It; therefore, the measure 
which I am now proposing had been 
adtipted last year, then, of whatever quan- 
Uty of stock whL'b might have been con¬ 
verted iiitoanouides since that period, the 
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redemption would have boon .secured at 
.sixty-lno. I certainly do not expect, sir, 
that such A rapid progrc'ss in the price of 
Stocks is to be calculated upon for the fu¬ 
ture ^ but I do say, that there is every 
reason to believe, whether we look at a 
state of war or of peace, that the acctimu- 
kvtion of the Sinking Fund niu.st inevitably 
ki'cp up the price. If the blessings of 
peace could be restored to the countiy, 
the price of stoi ks would unquestionably 
rise. Peace has uniiormly been found to 
produce that etfect; itdends directly and 
most particularly to that object; for when 
there is no necessit y for a loan, the .Sinking 
Fund i*. *pfl to operate by itself, without 
coflnterai tjOii r-v embarrassment. 'I’he 
efleet of the |>cac*e winch siicieodtd the 
Treaty of .Amiens, was to raise the funds 
from .50 to 77. At that time the eapibal 
of (he debt was 178 millions, tlie sinking 
fund .),,S0i),00()/. being an 82iid part 
of the debt; now', the capital of the debt 
IS .5SO millions; the sinking fund above 
ten millions, being a 58th part of the debt. 

If therefore peace were restored, there 
ran be no doubt that the operation of the 
•Sinking Fund must inevitably keep up the 
price of stocks. But, even in the case of a 
Loutiniiance of war, there i.s every reason 
to believe from exiierieiite, that the opira- 
tioiiof the .Sinking Fund vvdl be sufficiently 
pow'crful, notwithstanding the counterac¬ 
tion of other cireuiiistanres, to kceji u|> the 
price of the funds. If, therefore, in either 
.situation, of peace, or war, tlieie is good 
ground to believe that stocks will incri'ase 
in pric e, it is a strong argument in .supfiort 
of a plan by vvliieh a considerable portion 
of the public debt may be redeemed, at 
the price at wliich the .sloe ks ni.iy be aii- 
tececltri* to that increase.—-Tliere is ano¬ 
ther eircumstancc, sir, which the coimnit- 
ite.e must take into their consideration in 
estimating the merits of (his plan; it is 
the probability or improbability of persons 
being disposed thus to transfer their stock 
to any c'onsiderable extent. How far that 
disposition may exist I ‘cannot pretend to 
determine ; but this I know, that as far as 
it may exist, it will be advantageous to 
the publig It is very probable, .sir, that 
m-any individuals would be strongly in¬ 
clined to dispose of their stock fiir the 
purchase of annuities under circumstaiiecs 
which secured *to them the acquisition of 
an increased income, free from any risk to 
their property, and without the expenoe 
and inconvenience attending %ther mbdes 
of obtaining a similar object. Under this 
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plan, those individuals would enjoy mjre in ord6r to give further efiect to the afore* 
advantages, they would receive much bet- going resolution, every proprietor of 3/. p« 
ter terms than in any negociatioii of a pri- cent, consolidated or reduced bank anuui- 
vate nattire, because the object of the plan tics, who shall be desirous of exchanging 
is not to obtain for the public any profit any such bank annuities for a life annuity 
fiom the sale of annuities, but as I have in the continuance of^thc lives of two per- 
before stated, to^sociirc the redeniption of sons, to be named by such proprietor (tft 
that pan of the "stock transforreil, at the whom such proprietor may be one), and 
price which it may bear at the time of th« the life of the longer liver of them, shall 
traiisfcr. Thus the fuU value would be on transferring to the commissioners for 
gitven in the. annuity, without any deduc- the reduction of the national debt any 
tion wliatcver.'>^t is*my hope and confi- such bank annuities, be entitled, during 
dent expeclatioiNhat in the present st.ate the rontinuance of such two lives, and of 
of the finances of the country, 1 shall be the life of the longer liver of them, to 
able to procure l(Aus in the 3 per emits, receive (under such regulations as parliai- 
mleemable at 80, in which case, in the inent may deem it oxjiedient to adopt) for 
event of the funds rising above SO, 1 uie«n every lOt^, of such bank annuities, and 
to propose that the stock r.o created shall so in proportion for any gre^yer sum than 
noi lie transferable.—'|’ho riglit lion. gent. lOO/. of such annuities traiifcrred to the 
conriuoed with moving the first of tlic said comniiss^ucrs, life annuity of such 
ioliowiiig Itesolutions : viz, 1. “ That it annual amount, according to the respective 
would tend to a more speedy and eniciciit ages of such two nominees and the average 
reduction oi'the national debt, and would price of such hank annuities on the nearest 
at the same time, be Of material accom- open day preceding the day of the. trans- 
inodatlon and convenience to tlie public, fer thereof, as*is specified in the following 
it every proprietor of three per cent, con- tables. (These tables are printing.) 4.. 
solidated fund or reduced bank annuities 'I'hat no person shall he admitted to be a 
were at liberty to exchange, with the com- nominee, cither for the grant of an an- 
missioiiers ior the reduction of the national nuily for the continuance of a single life, 
debt, such hank annuities for a life annuity or for the grant of an annuity for the con- 
diiriiig the cuiitiuuauce of a single life, (inuaiire of two lives and of the longer 
to be named by .such proprietor; or for a liver of them, who shall be imder the age 
life ainiuii^'^ during the roiifinu ince of the of tliirty-five years. 5. That the divi-• 
lives of two pM’soiu, to he named by (lends payahin in rc.spect of the hank an- 
such pro|)i'ietor, and of the liic of the imities, which shall be traaslerred to the 
longer liver of .sucli two nominees. 2, eominissioucrs for ilie reduction of the iia- 
That, in oixU-r to give cllcct to the afore- tional debt, in exchange for life annuities, 
going resolution, every proprietor of three sliall be rercived by the (mid coiiimissioii- 
per cent, consolidated or reduced baidv ers, and slvtll constitute a pat^of the funds 
annuities, who shall he desirous of ex- apjilicahle to the recthetion of the national 
changing any .such hank annuities ^for debt; and that out of the said funds ap- 
a life annuity on the continuance of a piicahle to tlie reduction of the national 
.single life, shall, on Iraiisferring to the dvbt, tim said commissioners shall pay the 
commissioners for the reduction of the •ro.spertive life annuities granted rti ex- 
national debt any such bank aiinnitics, flange for such hank annuities, during the 
be entitled, during the continuance of his^ continuance of the respective l^ves for 
or her life, or of the life of some other which /he same shall be payable; and 
person to be named l>y him or hereto re- that the .said respective lite'annuities 
ceive (under such* regulations as parlia- shall bo payable half-yearly at the hank 
ment may deem it exjiediont to adopt) of England, on the same days on ivhich 
for every 1(X)/. of such bank annuities, the dividends on tlfe stock transferred 
and so in proportion for any greater sum for the purchase thereof, may be pay- 
than 100/. of such annuities, tr.'Djjsforrcd able in every year; that the first pay- 
^to the said comniissionors, a life annuity in6nt of every annuity slyi.Il commence 
of such annual amount, .according to the on the sanie day on which the firstdivt- 
age of the nominee, and the Average price dend on the* bank annuities so transferred 
of such bank annuities on the nearest d|)en shall be paytfole to the said commission- 
nay preceding the day of the transfer rrs; and* that upon the death of ally 
thereof, as i«« i^cified in the following single nominee, or of thpiMrviver of anj» 
table. (This taole is printing.) 3. •• That, two joint nominees, a sum .equal to one- 
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fourth part of the annuity dependant .upon 
his or her lifo shall be paid to the person en> 
tided to such annuity', or his or her exe* 
cutors or adcaiaistrators, as the case may 
be, provided the same'shall be claimed 
within two years afjer the death of such 
single or sj^rviving nominee; and that the ; 
annual sum payable for every such life au> 
nuity so ceasing as aforesaid, shall thence- j 
forth revert to and constitute part of the 
funds applicable to the reduction of the 
national debt. 6. That for the purpose of 
ascertaining the effect of the measure pro¬ 
posed in the aforegoing rrsolufions, with 
reference to the redemption of the public 
debt, a separate acc&unt shall be kept half- 
yestfly, by the commissioners for the re¬ 
duction of the national debt, of all bank 
annuities which shall have been transferred 
to them for the purc^^rase o,f any life an¬ 
nuities, and of the dividends receivable by 
them in re.spect thcrcofi up to the period of 
such account; distinguishing therein so 
much of the said bank annuities as shall 
have been transferred in th^ course of the 
next immediately preceding half-year :— 
Also a half-yearly account of the amount 
of all the life annuities granted by them 
up to the period of such account, dis¬ 
tinguishing therein the .amount of the 
life annuities which ^lall have been grant¬ 
ed in the course of the next immedi- I 
nr ately preceding half-year ; and also of 
the amouiit of all the annual sums which 
up to the period of the said account, 
shall by reason of the deaths of nominees 
have reverted to the funds a])plicable to 
the reduction o^ the national debt, distin¬ 
guishing tbei;ciutlie amount of such annual 
Sum as shall have so reverted in the course 
of the next immediately preceding half- 
year, togetlu-r with an account of the 
tonountof life annuities then payable; ai,'d 
that in every such account shall be speci-'* 
fied the excess In the whole amount of klb 
die lif(^. annuities then before granted, ' 
above the amount of the dividends,feceiv- 
aUe in respect all the banlf annuities 
dten'befoi'e transferred for the purchase of 
Ufo annuities; and also the excess (if any) 
cn the amohnt of the life annuities then 
payable above die amount of such divi¬ 
dends.—And that a separate account shall 
alao be kept .jhalf-syearly of the^ capital 
stock, whicii, up to the period of such ac- 
OoKRit, shall have been redemned by the 
appli^tion of the muiual sous which shall, 
time to time, have so reversed to the 
liiiid funds, by*«?-'>jion of the deaths of no- 
Bihieea, W.by the application of the ac¬ 


cumulated dividends of the capital stock 
redeemed thereby :-»Also, an account of 
the whole amount of 3/. per cent, capital 
stock, which up the period of such accouut, 
would have been redeemed by the ex¬ 
cesses in the amount of the life annuities 
from time to time payable by the said 
comrais-sioners, above the amount of the 
dividemis from time to time receivable by 
them, in respect of the bank annuities, triuis- 
ferred for the purchase of suph lite-annui- 
tios, ill case such excessM^iiad been inter¬ 
mediately applied in tU«fredemption of 3/. 
per cent, stock, in the manner prescribed 
by die laws now in forc^ for the reduction 
of the National Debt.” 

JVlr. WutJktm would not in the present 
early stage go inio any detailed observa¬ 
tions on the plan .submitted to the com¬ 
mittee by the right hon. gent., but merely 
rose to observe, that there was this obvious 
and fundaiuenlal objection' to the Plau, 
that it dill, in a greater or less degree, 
tend to vitiate the morals of the lower 
orders of the people. He was afraid that 
too many parents would be found, who 
wouhl be very willing to sacrifice tlie 
future interests of their children to their 
own immediate gratification. The system 
of annuities was too generally attended 
with such consequences, and he saw no¬ 
thing in the Plan of the right hon. gent, 
calculated to obviate such eilects in the 
present instance. 

Mr. Brand supposed a case in which 
§ve millions were transf'cMTcd when the 
stocks were at GO; he then supposed, that 
by the natural progre.ss of the price from 
the operation of the Sinking Pund, the 
stocks would reach (>.?, but that by the 
accelerated progress, in conscijuence of 
removing so much from the market, they 
would rise to 70: in that case he con¬ 
tended, that no advantage would be de¬ 
rived from the measure, but rather that it 
would be injuriou.s. 

Mr. Ticrnei/ deprecated the facility 
which,the Plan proposed to afibrd to per¬ 
sons in the lower walks of life to do that 
which would be highly injurious to their 
families. At the same time, be did not 
believe that there was in this country any 
considerable body of people who would 
be disposed to avail themselves of the 
Plan. Persons of high rank could with 
ease obtain annuities at the present mo- 
mekit, on landed security. Mr. PiU had 
tried a similar Plau in 1783, which in- 
tirely failed. Every thing him vo be¬ 
lieve that capital ami inct^ue .of capital 
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were the objects of the day, and vra% it portanity of making sticb pufebasea. 
probable tliat a person who had hitherto did not believe that afty instance had 
preferred capital to interest, should all at curred in which a parent bad deprived a 
once change his jdan, and prefer interest child of its inheri^nce in order to increase 
to capital; and that, too, precisely at the pfesent income by sinking capital in such 
moment when the chancellor of the exche- , purchases. The gend-al advantages of the 
i]uer w'as assuring him that capita? would Plan would greatly outweigh'every ev0 
rise in value ? It appeared to him also that could tmssibly result ft-om its opera* 
(although he only stated it without meanS tion The Tontine Plan of 1783 was not 
ing to infer that such a step, under some in point, because there, present means 
circumstanc^s^night not be adviseable), were to be given up for future advanlage j 
that the Plan w>^dd Be a violation of the whereas, here the reverse was the case', 
act of parliament/lesjjecting the reduction This Plan might not be within the strict 
of the debt, and coasequent infraction of letter of the act, but he w'as persuaded i^ 
faith W'ith the public creditor. It was^vell was within its spirit. • When the Pesolu- 
known, that the stocks were kept up by tions proposed by his right hon. friend 
the periodical presence in the market \>f should be»inspccted, as they would before 
the commissioners for the reduction of the the house would be called bpon for any 
debt, who were bouivl to make certain decision, he was convinced, that they 
purchases on certain days, whatever might would be ctnisidertti as calculated ultr- 
be the state of that market. If, however, matcly to accelerate the redemption of the 
these ai)nuitie,s were granted to a consi- debt. 

derable extent, that part of them which Lord IL Pett^ allowed that, though m 
^exceeded the interest, must diminish the peace, capitaj might be withdrawn from 
disposable sum in the bands of the com- the funds to be employed in commerce, 
missioners for the re«lur.tion of the debt, yet the funds would rise, as no loans would 
The consequence would be, that the ellect then be tVanted. However, looking, as 
now produced, and which he had just de- they ought, to the general principle in 
scribed, would be materially lessene<l; and .such discussions, their measures should be 
tile person wlio bought stock last w'eek on framed, so as t* meet any sudden siiock, 
the faith of the act ot parliament, by which which might, by possibility, occur to dc- 
he expected that his property would soon press the price of the funds. * I'he plan of 
be very much increased in value, would the right hon. gent, would hold out greater 
thus find himself deceived. The right hon. inducements to persons having lower capi- 
gent. had stated his expectations, that he tals to purchase, than were to be met with 
should l>e able to make loans in the three in the course of fair trade. The effect 
per cent, stock redeemable at 80. What would be, that a bonus would thus be 
advantage wouhl be derived from this he given by government upon, the transac- 
was at a loss to comprehend. In proper- tion, and that the lower and ifliddle classes 
lion to the sum at which it was to be re- would thus avail themselve.s of the profit 
deemable by the contractor, w’ould ^he held out by government. It w'as well 
contractor raise his original terms, lie known that where annuities had been en- 
> (lid not moan to derogate from the merits efturaged by government to any extent, 
of the right lion, gent., but he could assure . ‘they produced a direct effect upon the 
him, that he never yet knew any chancel- jeflorals of the country. Hhe rentes viageres 
lor of the excliequer who W'as a match for were a pmof of that'. In that instance, 
the geiillcirien in the city, where their in- Neckai^granted the annuities ondie termf 
tcrest was concerned. * 4>f the foir trade, but h^re an advantage 

Mr. Rose contended that the plan of his beyond that was to be given. He thought 
right hon. friend would be beneficiai*to it, too, somewhat extraordinary, that wui 
the individuals who should transfer their advantage should be held out at a time 
stock for annuities, in as much a^it would when an additional tax was to be laid upoif 
secure their annuitie.s without any of the L^e Insurances. The latter were dictated 
•difficulties of recovery attending annuities by every principle of prudenbe, providence, 
charged upon lands. The^public funds and foresight, whilst the purchases und«!r 
Would therefore be preferred; and that^the the right ho*n^gent,'s plan would be die 
practice of purchasing under this plan very reverse, ilut the effoct of .this plan 
•would not be injurious to the public, was and of th(f tax upon Life Luprances wouI|t' 
api>afcnt fifo'ft^thc cirtmmstahee that the be detrimental to the inllfre^ of the count* 
ahott anhuitie's had lately afforded an op- try. He was not prepared to say whether 
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the plan would interfere- with the spirit of 
the act, but undoubtedly there might be 
occasiou-s upon which it would be proper 
to make mudihcatioiis which inigiit trench 
upon the letter of it. 'flie Sinking Puml 
did not produce all* tin; advantages that 
flowed from its operation by the quantity 
of the debt it redeemed, l)ut the manner 
, ia which it was ledoemed, by the proceeds 
of that fund brought into the market weekly 
or monthly. 

Mr. llwskUson defended the- Plan of his 
right hnii. friend. It gave no bonus to 
persons for investing their capitals, to the 
prejudice of their faviilic.s. The scale was 
calculated upon the usual principles of the 
probabilities of life; and as to the eflcct it 
might have Upon the murals of the ]>ublic, 
it sliould be recollected, that the .short an¬ 
nuities, which had ia(.ely faUen in, to the 
amount of or 500,000/. per annum, had 
been in the market, and had been in the 
market without producing any such cfiect, 
though upon the principle pf the gentle¬ 
men opposite, they were much more dan¬ 
gerous, as they required a larger proportion 
of capital to be .sunk. There wore num¬ 
berless ca^es, in which it would be desir¬ 
able for parties to purchase annuiticKS fur 
lives other than their ownj and there were 
every day to be mot many ruinous modes 
of accompli-sRing that object. In the pre¬ 
sent state of this country, there were many 
cases of persons, who, without injury to 
the interests of others, would purchase an¬ 
nuities, and the plan of his right hon. 
friend would enable them to do that at the 
fair money valub of the funds at the time. 
Uis riglit hoK. friend had stated onl}', tJiat 
cmisidering all circumstances of peace or 
war, there was a greater probability that 
the price of stocks would ri.se than fall, 
and a^ the average price of the redemp¬ 
tion of tile funds would be nearer to 80' 
than the present price, all the rise abovv:/ 
the present price would be so much gain 
to the public. t 

Mr. Davies Giddy spoke, shortly, 
nearly as wc could collect from the low 
time of voice in wh^ch he delivered his 
sentiments, rather in terms of approbation 
of the plan. 

Sir Mm Newport observed, that this plan 
certainly held'out superior adv^antages to 
s^eh as should be disposed to take advan¬ 
tage of it; and deprecated the holding 
Oji^ any inducements to thl* lower classes 
tn:roecalate in annuities. The tinauces. 
<^„-France hsul^iiAien in an embarrassed 
state at the time of resorting to the rentes 
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viqgeres, but that was not the case in tliis 
country at present, and it was dangerous 
for the: state to s)>eculatc in such transac¬ 
tions. If there were vices in a country, 
government ought not to partake of them. 
In France there had been many instances 
of per^ams who sacrificed the interests of 
their posterity for their own immediate 
gratification. That was not ronsonant to 
the feelings of the people of this country, 
and he should therefore dojuecate auy 
measure that would lftive^;'6 clli'ct of assi¬ 
milating the habits aim morals of this 
coqptry with those of Franee. 

]V/.". A. Baring consiiK'reil the statement 
of the chancellor of the exchequer per¬ 
fectly clear but upon one point, the mode 
of calculating the value of lives. If the 
calculation was fouivlcd upon the tables of 
life, it would be a bad calculation for the 
public, because these table-s were formed 
upon the ordinary probabilities of life, 
and the lives insured would be picked 
lives, lie did not think the plan would 
succeed to any e.xtenf, and he trusted it' 
would not. A gnr.it part of the rise of 
the funds which had taken place since the 
last loan, had been produced by the stag¬ 
nation of trade. The return of peace 
would, by giving other employment for 
capital, keep down tlie rise of the funds 
that would be produced by other causes. 
But, he apprehended that the funds would 
fall in cunseqncnco of a defalcation of 
revenue arising from the .stagnation of 
trade. The pliin upon which loans had 
hitherto been made in this country, was 
to procure them at a low rate of interest, 
and to give the individual the chance of 
the rise. Thus the burthen was laid upon 
pos/erity to relieve the present generation. 
The plan of the chaneellor of the exche¬ 
quer was the reverse, borrowing at five' , 
per cent, whereby we should have more 
interest to pay, and posterity less capital 
~tu redeem. He had not so sanguine a 
view of the state of the finances of the 
country as to think this /"Ijange desirable. 

Mr. fV. Smith could* nut abstain from 
bearing his testimony to the humoral ten¬ 
dency of this plan. In all cases where 
goveruinqnt profited by the vices of the 
country^, it connived at them. Thus it 
was that it was easier to procure licences ^ 
for all the ale-houses in the country than 
to suppress oife; and to the profitr govern^ • 
ment derived from the stamp duty upon. • 
them, it was owing that the country wasi i 
so deluged with quack n^edidpes.' *Th«i 
same principle applied tn'sdl ' 
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binkexhibttiona which saluted the eyes of naily created. Tlfe plm might* 
the public in every street of this cil^. interfere Mrith' the' letter of'|be 
When government profited by the vices of was certainly tvithin its spirit, and'tbts wwr 
the country, it was not so zealous in sup- one of the cases in which the bon. gentle^ 
pressing them. He looked upon these mj;n had admitted that the lettm* In^fhl 
annuities as a moral poison which sliould be departed from.—The first ResolutMV 
not be circulated. , was then^greed to, add the chairman habw/ 

I’he Ch(mcettor*(^ the Exchequer thanked ine rc})orted progress,' the comihittee 
the lion, gentlemen tippositc for the can* ordered to sit again on Thursday. 
did manner in which they had shewn their [Local Miuri\ Hill.] Lord Outle- 
aittiniion plan he h.\d proposed, reagli moved the order of the day ftjs* 

Cfontlemcii ha^alkedtof the immoral ten- the further consideration of the report of 
deucy of his pl^i^ end of the ellect it the Eiigli>.h Local Militia hill, and having 
would have in changing the characUrof moved that the hill be recommitted, tho 
the country. They considered the ^r- house resolved itself into the committee*'- 
chase of annuities as a vice that ouglit to Air. Babinirtm, s>itl>a view to the moro' 
he put down. If parents p,ui'chased amii||- certain and efficient training of tbs^ pcopler^ 
ties for their own lives to the prejudic c of proposed dh amendment, rendering it csonr-^ 
their children, that, liaadmitted, would be pulsoiy to call out the quota^ under tho 
wrong, and ought to ^ discountenanced, bill as speedily as may be. ' > 

But would it not be proper for a parent to Lord Cuxtlnragh {bought it might b« 
purch.tsc an annuity for his child or for safely left to the discretion of goverinnefH 
his widow, if the circumstances of his pro- to carry the training into cflect with a# 
porly would not admit of any other pro- convenient speed. llo, however, waitf’ 
Vision? It would be idle to piovide small wilting to acoede to the hon. gent.’s prcM- 
annuities, suppose for servants, or tor a position, willt some v< ihui amendments, ' 
widow', on the security of land, when the Mr. Hindh/m thought the burthen of 
expencos of settlement, and pcrli.ips of re- the training and rcgimcnling too great to 
covery, would tiiider the provision of no impose on the people till there w^ a 
avail. No lure was to be held out to any prospect of its being wauled. It was thk 
description of persons ; the calculations merit of the Trafning act, that it gave the 
were founded ujion the common principle, pow'cr of calling out ilie people w hen they 
and there were every day much greater should be wanted, and imposed no hurt ben , 
temptations held out without any seem ity. in the intermediate time. If any hoOv 
Instead of having an immoral eficct, the gentlemiu wete so much in love with the 
plan would afiiird .m opportunity of acting present nicasure, that they wished it to bd 
upon the principles of humanity and good* executed vvilhout delay, the best incentive 
uatuie, in making a provision for friends, was to indulge them with the enjayiucdt 
He should not be partial to the measure, of the ballot ns soon as possiljic. 
jf it would tend to alter the national cha- Mr. G. Vaiisittari though? so large tl 
racter. But upon every consideration he ballot as this measure required, would bd 
could give it, he found the balance of gobd intolerable and impracticable. He wished 
greatly preponderate over any evil that the lists to be roaoe out, and the ballot to 
*might be likely to arise from its operation. taAo [ilace at the same time for tbe^ocal 
He had omitted to state, that one of (he and the general militia, in order to avoid 
Resolutions contained jjic principle of the the mmecessary repetition of the bustle 
L'aIculation.<t, and the scale of purchases, and confusion attending that proededing-. , 
and ttiat they had been framed, not only —After* some further observatigns, the 
upon the table of fives, but upon cominuni- Amendment was agreed \o as modified 
cation with those most intimate with su^ on the suggestion of lord Castlcre ’gh. 
subjects. It had been said, that the plan Sir James Montgomtuy objected to tb*' 
would interfere with the operation of the balloting plan of the noble lord, and pro* 
Sinking Fund, but that must have been a posed that the young men should be takeik 
mistake; because, if its operation l^ere to fropi the age of 18 or 19, to that of fi5 ; 
Amount to a million of annuity, the whole that they should be trained * for 3 mOAthf 
sum trsja&rred for that would go to the the first year, and that the time in tbf' 
commissioners, and add to the amounftof subsequent yemps should be diminished at ‘ 
the redeem^ stock, whilst the amount of they imvanced in proficiency j that ^ 

the Sinking iPund would be affected only they bad {Jhssed the age o^^ they shqul|^ ' 
to th« smi^‘ Ktbnt of the additional an- be exempted from the sdffn%, so tkttt (wt 
Vol-XL it . 
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rotstion should depend An the age and not 
on ballot. He described the advantages 
of having the services of these young men, 
who would be much easier trained, and 
with a much less burtlsen to the natityi, 
which would have fewer wives and ta- 
milies to provide fof. It W'ould «bc much 
less harraSsidg to the country than this 
ballot. 

Lord Castlereaf*h observed, that this 
would entirely destroy the system of quo¬ 
tas, and the hardship would fall very un¬ 
equally on the counties, unless the hon. 
baronet meant that the whole of the vo¬ 
lunteer establishment siiould be imme¬ 
diately abolished, c This «^vould, besides, 
be attended with didicuities in the execu¬ 
tion, ttauch hardship, and otRer disad¬ 
vantages, to* which be did not see it ne¬ 
cessary at present to subject the country. 

Mr. Wiiidlutm approved oPneither of the 
plans f but of the two, the hon. baronet's 

certainly preferable, as along with the 
burthen on the public it would bo in some 
degree efficient, whereas tltc noble lord's 
would do nothing more than impose an 
useless butthen. The hon. baronet was 
for dissolving the volunteers. *l'he noble 
k>rd'was for wasting them by degrees j he 
Was for drilling them, secundum artcra: 
bilB object was to transfef- them to the lo¬ 
ck! militia; he intended to bribe them 
to come into' this militia, and to induce the 
officer!!, by giving them rank, to bribe 
the men to accompany them. This was 
4iis mode of proceeding with those to 
whom he had so often said he was willing 
to trust the fate of the country : why did 
'he not trust,thVm now? He had within 
50,000 of aK that he had before of volun¬ 
teers. But the noble lord was obliged to 
have recourse to this transfer, and to adopt 
some of the very methods he had so loudly 
condemned, and all this after the caluAi- 
nies which he had propagated against the., 
proceedings of (he late administration on 
this subject. He did not at all approve 
of the piethod of training prOfAjsed by 
either of the plans. It was impossible t« 
train the. people, so as to bring them in 
regiments against ,thc enemy, under ofli- 
cers as ignorant as themselves. What he 
''had proposed was to teach them the mere 
.."^elements, to handle their arms and to {ire 
^ovi'der. BOt his great obje(;t,\vaB to have 
’’"'viem, enrolled, so that they might be cal- 
' fed upon, in case of emergency, to join tlte 
troops under experienced officers. 

Colonel thought tin's k very fair 
# H w^nw'call upon those counties 

, i---. ' ; 
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to do tlieir duty, who had not fumiabAd 
thftir proportion of volunteers. 

Lord Castlereagh mentioned, that he in¬ 
tended to propose that there .should be an 
instruction to volunteer corps that were 
full, to admit as supernumeraries persons 
who cjjiosc to pay half the fine, and go 
into a volunteer corps, ih order to be ex¬ 
empted from this service. 

Mr. Windluun observed that this was 
forcing into volunteer cofp^. aiose w}io 
were no volunteers, e J 

Mr. C. Wynne ratheri^proved the bill, 
sc far as it went; for a more permanent 
fo^ than the voiunteiirs was necessary. 
Yet rie would have prefered a conscription 
o^the young men fr^i 18 to 25 to the 
method of ballot. conscription, he 
affirmed, would be^mch inure efficacious 
and less distressingt^an the ballot, fur the 
duty would then be certain and unavoida¬ 
ble, whereas the system 'of ballot was 
attended with the most tormenting anxiety 
and uncertainty, and was calculated to 
introduce a system of perjury, that would" 
be of the most calamitous consequences to 
the country. 

The Secretary at War observed, that on 
that plan, all ranks mu.st be confounded, 
and this would be felt as an iulolcrable 
grievance. The present mode of exempt¬ 
ing persons, by fine and service in volun¬ 
teers, would have the ellcct of bringing 
into the local militia those who were most 
fit for such a situation. 

Mr. ftyme observed, that he had meant 
that the volunteers should be open to those 
who chose to serve in that way. 

Mr. Wilherforce thought that the hon. 
baronet’s plan was preferable, and he 
was sorry the principle had not been acted 
upon a.s it had been detailed by a noble 
writer (lord Selkirk). But the amendment 
proposed by the hon. baronet would go* 
to change the principle of the present bill, 
and could nut, he a;^ipi'chendcd, be adopted 
in the committee. .He mu.st, therefore, 
oppose it as being Inumght fonvard at an 
uprdper period. If). Iwwever, it should 
be proposed at a time when he could, 
consistently with the usages of the house, 
support it, he would do so, for he was con¬ 
vinced te would, more than any other 
plan, |;ive security to tho country, and 
contribute to the re.>toration of peace. . ' 
The houseiUieii divided. For the amend- 
m(|pt4l; Against it Majority 105. 
—Several verbal aiqeiidments. were made 
in the different clauses, anjd^aconsidiprable 
deal of discussion togj^ place»-^Tho 
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house then resumed, the chairman repoj|i« 
cd process, and obtained leave to sit again 
on Monday. 


irousE OF Lonos. 
Monday, May 10. 


[Indictment IIill.1 The Lord. CkanceU 
lor, upon the motion for the second reading 
of this bill, intimated, that many noble 
loii^ds hainilMin under a mistake, respecting 
the day nppoiiN^ for its discussion, having 
unilerstoud that it would take place on 
Wednesday; and as it tvas a bill of g^t 
importance, he trusted their lord^ps 
would agree with him in thejpropriety of 
discharging the ot^r as it then stood, an 
order that it might place on Wednes¬ 
day. V 

Jiarl SianJu^. ]\ly*lords, I perfectly 
agree with the noble and learned lord that 
this bill is a measure of the greatest im¬ 
portance, and that it would be proper that 
the discussion be deferred till Wednesday, 
*but then 1 earnestly implore that those 
noble lords wilt attend on that day. I 
should also have concurred with that noble 
and learned lord, if he had further said, 
that there never was a more infamous bill 
brought up from the house of commons, 
for it has a tendency to destroy the Trial 
by Jury; nay worse, to render that trial 
ridiculous.'—^The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May 10. 

[First Fruits in Irei.^nd.^ Sir John 
Nfwport rose, in pursuance of his notice, 
to move fur leave to bring in a Bill for 
the more equal valuation ol the revenue of 
the First Fruits in Ireland, and for the due 
, collection thereof. In doing this, the 
right hon. gent, took occasion to state the 
grounds upon which he proceeded. By 
the Returns made b|>'1the Archbishop of 
Cashel, the whole tmnual amount of the 
First Fruits at pi;;fWit collected was merely 
350/. per annumf a*Rum wholly inadequate 
to the object originally in the view of Wic 
legislature, which was the augmenting the 
benefices, and otherwise improving the 
livings of the poorer clergy, was on 
^ that account that he wished to rentier more 
eflectual what the bounty of the crown 
had destined for auch a benevolent purpose. 
It would be sufficient to'state to the hmse, 
«that a large proportion of the parishes in 
Ireland WercMbt at all yklued, and there- 
fbte iBoiftilb«tira nothing towards the ob- 


ject in view. He mi^t reclfon, that tliirh;' ' 
were 1,500 parishes, whose Rrst Fruiti^ 
were valued, while there were about 900 
remaining still unvalued. The valuations’ 
had taken place at so early a period as the 
reign of queen Anne^ and therefore bdi^ 
no propdlrtion to what they noiy ought to. 
be. It was his intention to propose thal. 
the payment of the,First Fruits should no^* 
attach to any living that did not aniouqi'^ 
to 250/. per annum.—From every calcalar' 
tion he had been able to make, it appeared 
to him that the revenues of the First Fruits, 
when ‘properly valued and collected 
throughout all ^e difijrent parishes, after 
deducting all essences, would produce 
between 90,0001. and 30,000/. per anniuqi; 
This sum would be the means of incr(4s>' 
ing the poorer b«neficc.s of Ireland ; and 
he thought it irould be more proper in the 
legislature to look to this mode of making, 
that fund productive, than to pay out ,1^'. 
the treasury a sum of money for that 
pose, which would ail'ect the body, oil 
people, witho&t any reawn or groihiid ,1 m^' 
ing first laid down. It should hot asfept 
any of thev present iheumbents, so as to be 
a burden upon them. Upoh the w'bol^ 
he could not help thinking that tile niea- 
surcs which he (iroposcd would be attenit 
ed with very salutary and most benvficl^- 
consr'qiiences. ITie right hon. baronyjt 
then concluded with moving for leave-^ 
bring in the said bill. ' . ,, 

Sir A. Wellesley opposed the niptiq^ 
He said he believed the valuation that now 
existed had taken place in the reign 
Henry 8, and one grecjt consideration 
now was, whether the clergjf, were not ,lti 
general already sufficiently provided for ?" 
lie thought, at least, that tliere were niany 
already sufficiently provided for, w'hjlljs 
others were not so; but the measure now 
[•proposed w-ould go to benefit ihdkn 
equally. It was true that many of 
clergy did not pay the First Fripts, but 
the inequality in that instance wOs so ex¬ 
ceedingly small, that itawas ribt worth 
"while to alter the. valuation ; the rao^e 
especially as there were other funds foe 
enlarging glebe houles in Ireland 
the sum now proposed to be grwtedi .m 
addition for that purpose, not being yoiw 
IdVge, be believed the hoiwe wouTti tibiAK 
with him,"that there was no groun^ 
agreeing to'tiiis bill. 

Mr. C. Wyftne said, he certainly tbpq^', 
the object of tiie proposed bHj was of 
a nature, that every. ommMfht to' agrq 
it. The right bon. general did not a 
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that ibt Imniefices in Irefand'werc exceed 
ipgir‘unequal; the superior clergy being 
well provided for, and the inferior not so. 
^at ajipcared to him to be Uie chief, if 
tiot the sole ground for this bill. Its ob¬ 
ject was to obtain th$ First Fruits revenue 
in the najiiper originally inteiidech and to 
apply it for the ad\antage of the smaller 
^eecnpticn of the clcriry- tight hon. 
^end had state d, that he meant to exclude 
those cleigymen from payment of the 
djnufriiits, ivtuisc benefices did nut amount 
to 250/. a year. He wai as much disposed 
ae any ni.tii to resist an innovation upon 
C^rch propelty, but this wa.s a decided 
payment, whic li, Irdni tMt?*earliest times, 
tfie church had been liable to: and all 
that was aiiiiifd at was, a now valuation, to 
which they were by law to be subjected. 
The crown had widely ijpd liberally 
scanted this in the reign of queen Anne, 
W purposes the most useful and the most 
^TOitant, and parliament were now only 
chned upon to give elficney to former 
legislative measures, whirh*'liad become 
asitwei'c a dead letter, and an unavailing 
instance of generosity. It w as a,pcrpetual 
ihnd, which would increase lioin year to 
wear. The chancellor of the exchequer 
had tormeily said, that was desirable 
that every resident clergyman in this 
oauAtry shou/d not have less than 200/. a 
ryueur. lie tfiought this would al.so he ex¬ 
tremely desirable in Ireland, and it would 
b® the best mode of discouraging the 
Koman Catholic religion. This was ex¬ 
actly such a measure as wouUi raise the 
respectability oft the Piotostant Church. 

. Mr F’oitcr/aid, that the piuposed bill 
would go to tax the ilergy between 
20,000/. and 50,000/.; the First Fruits 
now only produiing about .'5000/. The 
taking of 30,000/. out uf the peekets ^f 
^0 citfrgy was an uhject of such magni- 
anid so injurious, that he could not 
tojt. 

Mr Uorntr said, he ovvned he felt much 
Hffnriso dt (he opposition that hua been 
made to this measure, (he more especially'! 
when it was made upon a motion merely 
tp bring in the bill. “After the discuss-ions 
that>lmd already taken place in that house 
mmn iuea,sures brought forward by the 
ggancellor ef ^he exchequer to encourage 
-fbe residence of the clergy iu‘ England, 
bweotlhi not help thinking it was equally 
dtfaiMl^Ie to encourage thah residence in 
Ip^nd. Gentlemen appeared oppose 
bill uppitoiaie^g principles and mis- 
Itoto^nt^'as the object of it was not, as 


tbw alleged, to impose » tax upon tUb 
dewy, but to effect an equalization of the 
smaller livings and to levy that which die 
(.lergy were already bound by former acts 
to bt‘stovv in a more impartial manner. 
He denied the proposition that the former 
valuation was to be the standard of future 
proceedings. The trustees had the power 
of renewing that valuation whenever it 
became necessary. As he understood it, 
the English act of parliament/ the 28^ 
of Henry 8 th, was extern}^ to Irelana, 
and by it a vduation wds to take place, 
frCm time to time, by the Keeper of the 
gru^ seal, the master «of the rolls, and 
other bfficers therein named. So from this 
itoripeared, that the s(a|^e law of the unit¬ 
ed kingdom empow'econ the crown to make 
this valuation. Sut^' was the avowed ob¬ 
ject of the present oill, and it should have 
his hearty support, as it could never be 
sujiiposecl that the sum of 3000/. a-year 
was all that ever was in view to be raised 
by the bounty in question. 

Dr. Duigenan opposed the measure. * 
lie insisted that the bill went to raise a 
revenue out of the pockels of the clergy 
of Ireland, under the idea that it w'oald 
promote their interest, by first taxing them 
in order to piocure the i'und. 7’he churchc.s 
of Ii eland and of England weie declared 
to be one and indivisihiei and therefore 
why put the clergy of Ireland upon a dif. 
ferent footing from those in England ? If 
there were to be any now valuation, it 
opght to cxtc'nd to England as well as to 
Ireland. A bill similar to this one had 
been proposed in (he house of lords some 
years ago, by a great and eminent prelate, 
hut it was hooii quashed. It would reduce 
the clergy in Ireland, great and small 
of fliein, to the greatest distress, if such 
a bill as this parsed the house. It would* 
be a charge almost insupportable, as a 
poor man would be, nearly 3 years be¬ 
fore he could rea'^ny benefit from the 
glebe houiie he inighls,^ve erected. At- 
tbuugl^^ those who op^cd this measure 
were alledged to be wren^’in point of law, 
yet he could inform its supporters, that to 
was formerly complained of as a great 
Grievance, when Henry 8 abolished the 
Pope’s pAwer in this country, a new v»* 
luation of the First Fruits was made for 
the king*s benefit. Nev^heless this ful^ ' 
was not the pfbperty of the croWit at all 5 
so that neither the beeper of the great 
seal, nor the ntaster of the rolls," eould^ 
at all exercise any oontroel* ewer iti il’ 
was a fund purely belwtgM% to tba poeetil' 
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clergy. The bounty of the crown WM 
only 5000/. a^year for this Ijenevolent (Air* 
pose. Upon the whole, although more 
was now thought necessary, yet this, of all 
others, would be the hardest mode of rais¬ 
ing It ; and lie trusted such a tax uiion the 
clergy would never be entertained by the 
house of commons. 

Mr. Pmsonby said, that it was quite an 
erroneous statement to say that this mea- 
sij^rc iva^'Otfaise a tax upon the clergy to 
the amount on^.OOO/. a-year. It did not 
do so; but the eilcct of it w ould be merely 
to raise fi oin the higher order of the c^r- 
gy that which thu legislature had \ytely 
bcstuvied upon the poorer, without mflict- 
ing any additioh^i taxation upon 4he 
people at large. measure w as purely 
jirospectis'c, culling hn the great prefei- 
ments in Ireland tci( contribute a certain 
propoition to support those of the clergy 
who have not whetcwithal to live upon. 
His light hon. friend did not, in the bill 
for which he then asked leave, take upon 

• himself to fix any estimate, or to apportion 
tile amount this fund ought to pay fur 
pious purposes. It solely proceeded upon 
this lair and equitable principle, that those 
of the ecclesiastical order, who leceivcd 
a gieat deal out of the church of Ireland, 
ought to be compelled to advance some¬ 
thing towards the support of such of their 
own Older, who scarce had wdiatwas neces¬ 
sary foi the purposes of life. The objc ctions 
of the learned dot tor (Duigeiian) were 
anticipated bj the statement of his rigljl 
hon. friend. The learned dot tor had as- 
seited that it would, in its operation, load 
the clergy of lieland with an exorbitant 
amount of taxation. The aiisw'er was, 
that the amount was solely left to the dis¬ 
cretion of the house; the bill did not thke 

^ upon itself to fix even any scale of appro¬ 
priation. But tlie principle was necessai y, 
and when acknowleged, then it was for - 
the house to settle tm^fletail. That the 
principle was ncce)(fery, every man ac¬ 
quainted with thcj^mte of Ireland must 
admit. Tiieie weK, to his own kiiow'- 
ledge, two bishoprics, each pruducing^n 
ioc*ome of 20,00Q/. per annum, and neither 
of which paid a single farthing, to the fund 
of First Fruits. Would any tnaif then say, 
that a new valuation was not ndtessaiy, 

* mid that such preferment ought not to con¬ 
tribute to the maintenance imd alimented 
oomfbrtB of the poor of their own onfer ? 
Jt was ^ from the feet to say, that the 
proposed biUsmui an iitnovation, or that 
iMr«ii«he4 npdht rights of the Irish 


clergy. It only followed up en eH^ae#' 
sanctioned law of the eonntry,* and vmi 
calculated to advance the incetesta m das 
established religion in that country. Them 
syas no man in that house less inclined 
trench upon the property of the chitfSO^ 
becau8C*he felt it iiaq as good a title to ait*' 
curity as any other ^cies ot* |)o8sesiioCk 
This bill had no suen object, it djd imH 
attempt to apply that species of proper^ 
to any foreign purpose. It was not to serm 
the laity, but to provide a due provisitgl 
for those of their own calling, tqwhonL 
both oNiense of interest fur religion> aw 
a feeling of sound policy, ought to sa* 
minister comllhtancy* and comfort, tbe 
learned doctor had argued, that, becatmi 
some years ago, a reverend prelate, bad 
been unsuccessful in a measure similar te 
the present, therefore the motion of bitf 
right hon. triend ought to be refusedh 
Such an inference was totally iaconclusl'n& 
as the usage of parliament never 
w’arrant thiv doctrine, that it should, on 
subsequent occasions, refuse the adoptk^ 
of a measure, merely because previouv 
parliamen,ts did not iecl the propriety of 
acceding to some of a similar nature. The 
piuvisioiis of the proposed bill would be 
fully within thy coiitroul of the hoiuc^ 
although it should accede to the'preseitt) 
motion. But if, on tiie contrary, the house 
should, in the present stage, determine otys 
the luiprupriety of submiiting it to paring 
mentary discussion, then it woola bavcl 
adopted this principle, that in the regulsi/ 
lion of the church all interference wan 
improper. What would,the right hon-t 
the chancellor of the exchequer say to 
such doctiinc.^ He who feft so warmlw 
the necessity of some measure of thurcft 
reform, and had actually before the bousw 
a measure of legislation, which went to 
take from the property of the rector of w 
living of 250/. a-year i He had descanted 
upon the justice and propriety of such a 
leform. He had allowed no fear of inno> 
vation \ior apprehension ^of disjurbiug on 
"burdening church property, to interfere^ 
or to retard this his favourite scheme; and 
surely if there was any parity in reasonings 
or any consistency to be pursued, he^fniulL 
feel the necessity and the justice of'idw* 
bifl which his right hoii. friend bad nogt 
asked leave to introduce. ,>• 

The OuuHxilor qf the Exchequer observe^ 
that he was by uo means indmed to re$ 
tract or qi^i^ my one opinion wfai^ 
he had advanced ip 4b|^diqipprt of fjm 
measure (the Stipei^iaiy Cui^ee* bUiliiS 
» 



mxc, DEBATfia' May la 


28SJ 

tvtneh' iho lait speaker' adretted ; sHU he 
eoo^ercd the t»U now proposed a most 

r resstve mode of regulation, burdening 
clergy with a severe imposition of taxa- 
lion. In this country it Vas telt, upon c 
person being preferrad to a bishopric or 
great living, that* at- least the prhuuct of 
three or four years of his income was an¬ 
ticipated by the expenses which, on his 
induction, he had" to defray. 

Mr, Maurice Fitzgerald (Kniglit of Ker¬ 
ry) advised the (haricellor of the v\i lic- 
quer to pause before he rejeeted a mcdsurc 
vtuch, if refused, must lead to a ihll in¬ 
vestigation of the statu in which the Irish 
ohuTcli was placed. llt^lfrovcd, from an 
hifitoriGal review, that tlie ait <if (iueen 
Anne, by wb«ch the fund of first fruits 
wore msme available to the erection of 
glebe houses, and to the pruviotion of pi¬ 
ous purposes, had been received by the 
clergy of that age as a great boon; so 
tluch so, that there existed a great com¬ 
petition with respect to the organ thiougli 
which they should convey tlfeir thanks to 
the throne. There was no man who so 
well knew the necessity for thet proposed 
measure as the learned doctor, lie knew 
dm deficiency of glebe houses in Ireland, 
nod that suen deficiency v’as, at all visita¬ 
tions, the pretext and excuse for the non¬ 
residence of die clergy. Was the house 
*Only to recognize this doctrine, that whilst 
die unbftppy peasant of Ireland was op¬ 
pressed with burdens and extreme taxa¬ 
tion, the great, enormous, and lucrative in¬ 
comes of the clergy, were not to pay any 
proportion, cvea to the support of the 
poor of their'own order ? The livings in 
Ireland had been united for political pur- 

E ses; indeed, their object appeared to 
rather to procure situations tor political 
partizans, in place of provisions fur reli- 
|dou8 pastors, and the diminutions of the 
Protestants in that country was principally 
to be aVrihuted to that system of policy. 
He concluded by assuring the hou|e, that 
die itefusdl of the present measure would 
provoke a discussion, which would perhaps 
be not the most serviceable to the inter¬ 
ests of the Church dstublishment in Ire¬ 
land. 

f* Sir Jdka Jfeu)j)ort replied to thcobject- 
dons of those, who opposed his jiiotioh. 
He wished to know upon wh^t grounds 
dit-lMMue could refuse a measure, which 
oiiif'‘WeDt to make a fund, (fixed by par- 
I^Atontaory enactment, for the purpose of 
WftdfaygteblWmvaas in Ireland, avaliable 
dN^vnpoitof the statute of queen Anne, 




and to the olgeet of die parliatnent, by 
which that law was passed ? The ejec¬ 
tions of that night were against the de¬ 
tail, and must have been created only for 
the purpose of making objections, as in 
his statement he had given no reason for 
such apprehension'*. The, learned doctor 
(I)uigenan) had asserted that the present 
bill would severely afi'ect small livings, al¬ 
though it had been previously stated, that 
it was not intended to incliehr«(jch benw 
fiees within its iiifliiunce/^d operation. 
7 ’he same authority next proceeded to as- 
8 eA|J.hat although the power of ordering 
the vUuation of the Clnffeh property, and 
raising the fund of First Fruits, had been 
originally with the cro^, yet it had been 
subsequently given and that no such 
valuation had taken^ia -e since the reign 
of Henry the flth. Tmt it was surprising 
to find that right hon. and learned doctor 
so grossly misinformed on a subject on 
which, at least, he ought to he accurate. 
If he would revert to the history of those 
times, he would find that a valuation took 
place in the reign of the first James; and 
that Montgomery, a patriotic and liberal 
divine, then bishop of Meath, had exerted 
himself to procure the proceeds of certain 
forfeited property in the province of Ul¬ 
ster, nut ibr his own private emolument, 
but to augment the comforts, and to in¬ 
crease the happiness and respectability of 
the poorer clergy of his ow n see. It he 
extended his inquiries to more modern 
times, the learned doctor would find, that 
the flth of Uueen Anne was recognized 
and confirmed by a legislative provi-sion 
in the leigii of George I. The house, be¬ 
fore it rejected the present motion, ought 
to Reflect, that it went merely to compel 
the application of funds only to the pur¬ 
poses for which such funds w’ere originally 
intended. The right hon. the chancellor 
'of the exchequer was much alarmed at 
calling upon the'iHfrgy, by a small ap¬ 
propriation of their iKunense revenues, to 
sunporl' the respectab\W;y of their own 
brethren, but he had Iio compunction for 
th* sulR'rings of the burdened people of 
Ireland, when he called upon them to pay 
50,0001. for that very purpose. This very 
session ^udli a grant had been made, and 
such an impost levied on the people. Was 
it not naturally to be expected, that the ' 
peopIe,alread/groaning under the immense 
weight of taxation, would reason thus: 

* Before you, the house of comnltais, have- 
a right to tax upon us an impest of 50}000/. 
for the purpose of erectiiil; glebe bouses. 
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dbid of supporting the poorer chtgy, foitest li^t shodiii^ (hf»<Mrn«Ki 
it not at leikst become your doty to inouire duct in the case in quettiool, 'od Uf'tfrerjt 
if any, and vrbat funds exist by latv, wnich other instance. Ho thought it due, htnt^ 
without any addition to our enormous bur- erer, to so meritorious an officer^ to‘State 
dens, can be made available to that pur- particularly the* nature of any cbaltges 
pose i We know, that by the bounty of that it might be in the hon. mover’s 
the crown such a fund does exisUfor that tempiadon to bring-forward' against him, 
application, and surely there is neither in order that his friends might be propert|; 
justice, nor policy, nor reason, in calling prepared to meet them. ' ' 

upon us foi further sacrifices, whilst, by Colonel tVood. At the time, sir, when 
tQc lak^tfWjie land and the bounty of the I gave notice of my intention to move tp 
criiwn, theie''>c^ists at this moment a fixed be laid on the table of the house, an ex- 
and settled fund for that necessary aitfk tract of the journal of one of his ma* 
desirable purpose.* It hud been as]i^d, jesty’fl^hips, whilst employed upon thp 
why confine this ^troposed bill to lt|rtand, J'bcpeiiition Constantinople, during 

and not extend it to this country ? ^here the very sho« 7 )§rioif of four days, it vrus 
were these two pHnn reasons for that limi- impossible for nic to foresee, that therv 
tation; first, that' this country there, could be, from any quarter^ the smallest 
was no necessity furn new valuation of the objection fur the production of this paper, 
livings, because the luiM of First bruits was but more particularly from the quarter 
competent to its object; mid next, that from whence the objection has since com^ 
there wa« no ‘application upon the [icoplc We were called upon to consider and 4dt 
of this country, as there was made upon determine upon the failure of one of tbgf' 
the peojile of Ireland, to furnish such a most important Expeditions that ever sa^ 

* sum as 50,000/. for that purpose. ed from Fngfand, ami in comparison with 

The house then divided on the motion the success of which, the loss of every 
for leave to bring in the bill, when the ship of tlic squadron would have been a 
numbers weie : Ayes 50; Moes G7 ; Ma- trifling and inconsiderable nationalcaia- 
jority asainst the motion 17. i inity. Upon the success of this expedU 

[Fxpldition to iHE DARDANELLES.] tioii huiig Suspended the fate of not only 
Colonel ffood rose to olFer to the mnse Russia, but of England, and of the who)* 
the motion on the subject of the Log ^uk cbilized world. IinmedLitaiy after the 
of the Royal Ceorge, while in the f)ar- passing of the Dardanelles, had our fleet* 
danelles, whu h motion he had deferisd earned the intelligence of this e:^loit, atf 
troin a former night. The house had ai- well as of tiie destruction of the Turkish 
ready on its table the Instructions of tl|c fleet, to Constantinople, within 12 hours 
Admiralty to lord Cullingwood; and also after it had happened, (which, from every 
the Instructions of lord Collingwood to sir information I have been able to obtain, 1 
John Duckworth, directing that not nio^ am of opinion, might easily have been 
than half an hour should be consnmed'm done), the confusion and consternation 
negociating with the Porte. Sir John would have been so great, that 1 am saUs- 
Duckworth, iiThis letter of the 6th March, fled the English admiral might have pre- 
•alledged in excuse for his non-compliance i^ribcd any terms he pleased. The deli- 
with these ordeis, the contrary state of i vering up of Sebastiani, the occupation of 
the winds, which would not pei*mit him to' the forts of the Dardanelles, and the rei> 
come close to the ci^ 6f Constantinople, newal of the ancient alliance •betwixt 
It was essential toyfijust investigation of England and the Ottoman Porte, I am sa- 
the causes of tlie failure of the Expedition, tisfied/would not only have becti the im- 
to have lull and particular evidence on all ’mediate consequence, but the Russians and 
the facts bearing upon it, and with this Turks would once more have been friemk^ 
view he moved. That there be laid before and general MicKfelson, with 60,000 
the house, a copy of the journal or log- Russians, have been set at liberty, and 
book of the Royal George, o<q>t. Dunn have been enabled to have taken part in 
(sir J. Duckvi^orth’s flag-ship), Irom the tHe battles of Fricdiand and Eyiau, which 
' i9th Feb. tlie day she entered the Dar- decideo the fate of Europe. This coon- 
danelles, to the 22d Feb. Asth inclusive, try, in place of being, as at present, slhit 
Ad aural Jlerv^ had communicate*^ the out from every port of the Turkish em- 
, substance of this nation to sir John Duck- pire, woi\)d have had the aid and JnArs 
wrprth, whowitl) tite tnanliness tliat always course of upwards of 1%ii Mlniii of people^ 
diatifiguishashiln, wasonly anxious that tne which would, tn some measure^ have ctniM ^ 

• 
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fMMi «ior oijiev 4IGaiUtM.-<^TIiM is 
*jt of the subject, »pd that it is 
M^y impossible Ibr the i^se to form 
Mhy opinioii, how fat the feilore of this 
^st ami «U)st ituportanC expedition had 
Bern owinjE' to the defect of the plan, to 
that of the vnbtrqctions, to the inadequacy 
4f the‘force, or to the unfortunate state of 
tike' wind'i and wtithcr, unlesii the neces- 
stiry documents are laid before us. We 
seen the correspondence betwixt the 


him, that thetwscoold hot be the smaliseh 
poslibie objeottoa to its pnoduction. i> 
likewise showed it to two other admirals* 
and they did not see the least objection to ‘ 
its being produced. After this, had an 3 r. 
circumstances happened to induce the bon. 
membento alter his opinion, 1 thmk com¬ 
mon candour ought, at least, to have in- 
dfccd the hon. member to have made 
some communication to me, and not' to 
Imvc left me to suppose no onpt^iion 

Bngli^ aml)as«ador and secretary of state, | intended, when, on tbc coip^^y, the lion. 

. - 1 ..- 1 - 1 - -‘^■'‘vdmiral came down dressed to make a set 

sp^i^h upon the occasion, and to oppose 
the pmduction of the p»per, to which he 
had giVeii me reason to suppose lu‘ felt no 
objection whaiever.—J ^ve already s>ated 
,to the house, that hav^ iu tuy possession 
•ill accurate copy of/-hpt<iiii JJunn’s jour¬ 
nal during the foift Viays, which I now 
asked may be placed upon the table of the 
iiouse, it IS to myself very iAiinaterial, in 
wimt manner the house may be pleased to 
dispose of the motion. Altlmugli J have 
no doubt but that the house will give me ' 
credit for what I assert, yet still for the re¬ 
gularity of our pioceeding, it appears to 
me that it would be desir.ible to have the 
copi./ of the .loiirnal upon yourtabic. The 
uoti(,e of motion has now stood iu your 


totolaining the lomplete ascendancy of 
tM French at Constaiitiiioplo, and f%gest- 
teg by what means this imfutunate cir¬ 
cumstance was to fie s^lmiouiited. We 
bCve also seen the Instructitoif for the 
Ibrds comiuissioncrs of the Admiralty to 
lord Collingwond; loni Coliiiigwood’s 
deders to sir J. Duckworth,—las also sir J. 
Sackworth's letter to lord Collingwood, 
atikcr the total failure of the expedition, 
tiWgning as the cause —' the imfortunate 
ftiWe of the winds, and currents,’ which 
ftiifn the day of his entrahee into the 
l^edanelles, until that of his leaving it, he 
gKMes to have been such, as to pcevent lus 
bdiog able to obey lord Colliiigwood’s or- 
Under such circumstances, sir, I 
Would ask the hon. admu-al who has stated 


tiftit sufficient grounds have not been laid • orden book during st'veral weeks, and 

ei'dforc the lion, adniral with his friends, 
V had ample notice. I have fuither 
, mnih more than was either in^um- 
^ me, or could have been expected. 

I t f Jlervpy in cx|>lanalion, cxt 

, pre the greatest readiness to give faci¬ 

lity to the examination of the charge pre- 
fi^rred, which w'as in substance, that he had 
au<> unapr all the circumstances, made the 
sort of attack he ought to iiave mode, 
lie had ao doubt that the gallant admiral 
wou.d he found to have done his duty to 
the utmost, on that, as on every other OC"! 
■'casion.* 

Mr. Yuike exptcsipd great unwilling- 


Ibf the production of the papi-rs asked for. 
*'jHow the members of this house ran possi¬ 
bly (jiseharge their duty, without enquir¬ 
ing into the state of tire winds and weather 
dwing the time that sir J. Duckworth was 
in thd D^anelles, or whether this can be 
in any mtainer more fair or more 
^^table thai^ the captain’s log of the ad- 
own ship. 1 have not the smallest 
s^ectioB to our having copies of the other 
gfilpi's logs, excepting a wish not to give 
lAy unnecessary trouble, and upon thgji 

t tibnm I have only asked for a copy of 
Scal»tain’« journal of the admiral’s own 
tiWp, and only during four days, in place 
eleven days, ^ring which tpe sir 
J|^*!0o«fciivorth was within the Dai’danelle®. 
llw hon. admiral will have the good- 
suggest any more unexceptionable 
d^e of ^ascertaining the state of the 
‘HUiAm, and ttansactions on board of our 
l^t, ‘I' trill gladly adopt it. I cannot 
.j^td'temarhingupon the rather uqcandfd 
of proceeding on the part of the 
to whom, previous to’ my 
'fftr the production df the papers, 

__ J oftlt^nown a copy of fhe paper 

^»&eai^iiMJ.k to be faid upon the 
" ibf’^'ho«fM>bnt undentoed from 


ness to have these phoers laid before the 
house.. Though he ^ not doubt that 
those who proposed such imrestigatiems, 
were actuated always by patriotic motives, 
he did not think it right to institute in^ 
quiries into the conduct of naval and mili^ 
tory con^nluidera in that house in the first 
instance. If there was groimd for a charge 
of neglect of duty in any case, the proper 
course aras tofirepresont the matter to the 
admiralty; and if the charge appeared 
founded, it would be brought, to trial .bcM; 
fore the proper tribunal, a sumt mtrtialt' 
He i»preMc4 a hig^ 
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tbeicwltr «Ad IQ ^ 

deelftre I cnme into tj^t 
d»jr not ksowiog thst any quoati0(n,jopfai» 
t|^is aubjeet wwf to be ^ravtgbt oil, ;4li^ 
equally ignorant of the pm, which aiqpf^ 
thoae wkh whom 1 uandly ocfr.weEia lilniHfr^ 
to take. This may, sorely, be receivedlw 
reasonable evidence, tba^e sofqxirtigivailr' 
to Mr. Palmer by any gentlemen on tl|^ 
side of the house has not been the afii|Wli 


Sim 

]>ualnMiih'n «haea(rhar> iiiiimit liiavinjf 
the honottr to'itnow hira,<attd4nBlmred%a 
iacbntion to take the sense of tbe house on 
the notiqq, if it shesdd be peinisted ■».->- 
After soiM fuvthear conversation coL Wood 
agreed io withdraw the motion, 

[Ma. Pai.MBit's Claik.^ Mr. WhfWton 
brought up the 'Report ot the Comidjtlee 
of the whole House on the Claim of My. 

Palmer. It was read a first time. Qn the 
nq^ionl'oi ^ second reading, 

Mr. Banket kose. He said he should ill of coacert, (mt of an opinion that they wqlbf 
discharge his duty, as one ef the guardia^ Required on this occs'tion to act in. a bcftef 
of the public purse, if he did not dec]^ For tlSS^ws and motives of those miiit 
that, in his judgment, the present one wish to co^v^this impression, thoogb'l^ 
of the most extraordinary and unjust^ants 
of the public mon^ he had ever witnessed. 

He w'as convinced .^he house bad been 
surprised into the v'vte they had given. 

There were many opportunities, however, 
still remaining for a reconsideration of the 
question, which he hoped would not be 
omitted. He thought the present occa¬ 
sion would convince his right hon. friend 
* opposite (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
of the impropriety, as his majesty's con¬ 
currence was required where grants of 
public money were applied for, of lend¬ 
ing that concorreime m cases whereihe 
was convinced thaqAojdaim ought tm be 


sustained. He was bwno means convnjced, 
that any bargain hal ever been entjprod 
into; and on this head, he thought the 
house was equally bound to take the wu.id 


wish to conwMhis impr^mou, 

IS easy to uno^tlend? now the reduntgdb' 
of the quejilion to a question of party mi;^ 
contribute to tbe decision, which they.mHlI 
desirous of producing, it is not 
easy to believe that they should be wiU^K 
to purchase this advantage at the price im 
representing a question on which the 
nister was beat, as one that had bp 
decided OB party principles. Had me i 
tempted to sdt up such a coticiusioiH tt ^ 
would have ridiculed us, and JusUy, as iayw 
ing claim,to a triumph, to which we coi!^ 
hare no pretence. 1 leave them to chnsfir 
between a confession of the weahnesssil|^ 
their influence, and an admission Ihaffhlt 
merits of Mr.Taiiuer’s case are so stconp- 
that with all their inflliience^diey are xmtf 
able to resist them-—Another topic 


_ ,_ „ less extraordinary, is that which he^ 

of Mr. Pitt as of Mr. Palmer. But, sup^ broached by an hon. gent, (Mr. Banlil^'' 
posing there had been such a bargain, and' .of the want of proper notice, and of tl^ 
it was proved that Md Palmer had been Vhouse having been taken bv sarprius.. 1^ 
guilty of tlie charges laid against him, know not vmat is to bn uesmw a ao^. 


on account of wfaicli 
been forfeited, he as 


his Bitaaticil''irad 
y, if it was possib'e 
to maintain th^ his misconduct had not 
dive^dJiift'of the emVlument as we4'as 
, of'iae office? ThougB he did convder 
Mr. Palmer as having been a use^ser¬ 
vant to the public, yet he n^is o^iA^mion 
he vras already sufficieittly ret^Cmapensed, 
and he should ther^ore resist the presmit 
unjintifiabie and ratfravagant demai|d. 

Mr. ffind^om. It seems desirable that 
previous to any remark on the subject be¬ 
fore uS, notice should be taken of an opi¬ 
nion which, hom'over foreign from tbe 
merits of tlie question, may Mve consi- 
^ dserable diare in influenciag the decision 
of ii: namely, that thus is a question on 
which those who vote on otw tide or the 
other m^ be considered as voting oh |)rin- 
otplea of partyj On what groundk this 
idra efaentd ba taken op, or bow the minis- 
t ai h a henH 'te iuid m. wdatenanejne ih 
Vot. XI 


tice, if an intention distinctly announced 
and formally entered, and resting in tl^l'' 
Order Book during a period. I bmieve, of 
seven weeks, is not to be taken as mch^rts^ 
B^h of these, it is plain, are points, whitfi,' 
Wthough calculated to have an uifoianiA 
^ upon the decision, have nothing to do wil|t^ 
the merits of ftie case. The last pf theiM^ 
also, v^. that of the want of n^ce, m, 
new: out, excepting thpt* nothing hu^* 
*been urged in the present debate^ 

|. WM not folly under tbe consideration., 
the house at the tinfe when the mtasl* 
was before diseuwed, and_ when the,,4 
nion «f the house upon it was fowna 
taken.- 7 ‘For the sake of si|cb isntlV 
as were not then present, it may w pr 
to ifoserve, thid the question was dis<pi 
upon two distinct moun^: finS^tbpilu 
a barmii\ independwt of its man#,! r* 
secondly, those of tb#im(iri#in4ar 
of any l^ain. It is 
U • 


ti^StllilMi'JgVounds' 4*^11 eiarry the question 
W If^bur of Mr.' Phimer; and that the 

E l of the t^»o, 'which is in iact the case, 
no means -igecessar^ to establish Itis 
1 , though it cannot fail to give to it 
'tvdoebibd ii^fce, and to leave the injection 
W if/Cotild such a decision be conceived 
adopted. nWe entirely without ex- 
The existence of a bargain is not 
nbmiod, and of a bargain so constriicte I, 
to make if impossible thtt the pultiio^ 
ilhtnild suffer by it. It may be added, so 
agpnstrurted likewise, as to make^tcarly 
!!*lmpossib1e to comeive hojyrf^ should be 
^pable of being ^rfef*?^ A bargain 
'by which a person is paid only in propor¬ 
tion to tiie seurvjce he does, though it may 
t^i^nally have been an improvident one, 
Mia giving him a largar proportion of the 
‘nenefit to be received, than with proper 
^ptacautions he might have been willing to 
I'.^ieept, is a species-of bargain by which, 
^hen once made, the public can never be 
% loser, and which one does nbt well under- 
^lid how the individual coiUracting it 


how the individual contracting 
'Jtim ever forfeit. It is not contended in- 
' 4 ked directly, that the bargain in this part 
*TO’it has been forfeited. But it is said, 
cannot distinguish how much of what 
."#as to be given to Mr. Palmer was given 
the footing of compensation and how 
^niUch for future service. When he had 
‘^forfeited, therefore, as it is agreed he did, 
**'what was intended as engagement for 
** future service, we deem upon a rough 
* Osculation, that what remained to him, 

Was worth no» more than what we now 
,’*!<^er.* It 0ight be sufficient to say, th; 

calculation here referred to, was a me 
'myust one ; and that admitting the line 
^distinction, between what was given as a 
^^bward and what was intended as wag^s, _ 
be fever so difficult to be traced, it could <| wou 
^»ver be conceiverl, that what wms left for * 
Mdrardi after deducting all that could be 
|ldtmstnied as payable for future service, 
no nfore than is now pretended. But 
difficulty is a mere pretence. No-* 
'thfng, one should think, could be more 
"Hltoparent to any one* who did not chuse to 
blind, than that the part assigned as 
i^ard and remuneration was the per-cen- 
;e, and thg. part inu-nded as paymdht 
. fupire services, the salary. ' The only 
abt eould'be, whether the ^principle of 
' ifd ^tho past did not extend even to 
‘ it happens in thousand 

H, tMlk aevappointment to an of- 
iff|be.'rewai:d of Krvices already per- 


hmM : 'but i«1« tf strange - pi^erskmin* 
dtee'ii, to suppose, tha4; when, in exchanga 
for a pl.m communicated' to the public by 
an in-f ivirliial, and brought forward by him 
in the tir>t instance at his own risic and 
pence, an agreement is made granting 
him as » reward foi, or as the price of, his 
iTivciftion, a proportionate part of the clear 
advantage, which it should pioduce to the 
public, the subsequent appoiiitiHeiit to an 
office should th.uige tlie of t^c 

, baigain so made awl coip^eted, and si- 
pienily superinduce a condition, by which 
I h^bargain should be forfeited in (onsc- 
queiiee of any misromhi.t winch would 
have The effect of ftirfeiiiiig the oftii'e. 
Tlte very circumsfincef that part of the 
per-centage svas gi\yii up when this ap¬ 
pointment took plat e\ and given up in con¬ 
sequence of that ii|J|.ointnient, is proof 
conclusive, even could any doulit be enter¬ 
tained, that what was not so gii'on up, con¬ 
tinued precisely on the footing on which 
it had previously stood.—What iinserable 
quibbling, therefore, would tliat be ; even ’ 
iti after all, the inference could be inadn 
good ; svhich by a strict construction of 
paiticnlar phrases, and by the aid of rules 
offiiitcrj,r<talion not, profossijig to give 
always the triie'''ens<^of the instrument, 
tlioi t>h Useful pos'.ibJ^y to lie observed upon 
the ^wlioie, would efiUblish a conclusion, 
^ly repugnani to the intentions of 
♦■ies, and to the real and substantial 
> f the case ' Is it thus that the le- 

I.' w »,ure of a great country would wish to 
,u deal with an iiidi-^idual, at the very mo- 
tlTjentwhen the cruntry was enjoying to 
'' ■*! extent the henefit of his invention, 
m no inlent«^>n to give back any 
n of it, thoi^liNhejK were denying 
•n the pronoixionate advadlegojvhich 
had be. ,reed to, and which tney 
be will to repeat, were his inven¬ 
tion iJNlI tq^., purchased and could be 
obtflinetihpm no other terms >—I will not 
go again into the exqnination of the let¬ 
ters tok Boimor. which, lone might be sure, 
vouM be again brought op; nor consider 
h«w far those letU'i's, culpable and inde¬ 
fensible as they were, might admit of some 
excuse. It is suffii'ientto say, that they 
are notljit^ to the present purpose ; that 
though they are sufficient, and more than 
sufficient, to set aside the appointment, to 
justify and to^ demsuid the revocation of 
the* salary and of the office, they did not 
touch the allowance which had been given 
in the form of a pev-ceiftago/ and os the 
price of the I4aa that' bdd b*«i comiau.- 



nicited.* ’nUs u 
claims, and thi» » wbat h«>ha»'.ttiU> 
fead Ibrmerly, a fail rigbt<to.~-Tbe censare 

S issed by the hoii. geat. near me (Mr. 

ankt's) on the condact of the chancellor 
of the exchequer, does not require to be 
adverted to as ^ecting the ineribi of the 
case, which it can in no degree vary : as 
a matter of general doctrine, 1 can by ^o 
means bring myself to assent to it, seeing 
tt^t the uirect effect must be to place in 

th^rbitrium'of thefhaucellor of the ex-Lquestions had been put to 
chequer, what ought to be submitted Committee, though it was in his powigi 
the judgment of the house. The cas^llm thro\m|msiderable light upon tim sub, ~ 


my opinion can ise but very few, in .which 
a chancellor of the exchequer'Oilght to 
exert the dclicati^and dangerous privilege, 
even though lie may be possessed of it, of 
williholding from the house the power of 
excrc isiug its own jad^ment.-—The plea of 
lapse of time, urged also by the hori. 
gent, near me, is of another sort. Though 
it dues not, in one sense, affect the merits 
of the case, that is to say, the justice 
of the Claim, it makes part of the question 
srliich the house is called upon to consider, 
1 sliali only say, that however good the 
objection may be on the part of many in¬ 
dividual ineinbcrs; of the lion. geutJ for 
cxanijile or of in {^jclf^t cannot wi/l be 
adojited by a housc/twliich in the in<|pnce 
ot the duke of Atliyi, to say nothilg of 
the general merils if that case, di4^ not 
sciuple to rcMse a ttansactiuii \ihich imd 
pas‘'cd 4<) yeais betiue, and which h!\^l 
been sant Honed, not! by an order of tin 
loi ds of tlie treasury. Unit by a solemn ac 
of tile three biaiiche-Jof the legislature,' 

Mr. strongly sujiported 'iie 

solution, and compai >d the coiida t of IiVr. 
Palmer’s Dcjiutv^ wco had repealed his 
conjuiroti^t corrospoii^leace, to thv^ of 
-Julias Iscariot, w ho sol^ his master. 

Mr. Jiast" was of opin'ion, that t^.is wa^ 
the most exceptionable dt'^iand, he over 
knew. If the house agVdbd to.'me Report, 
they would reward a public officer for 
great and manifoh^ misconduct. , In the 
year 17t)9, the question hud been decided *1 
against Mr. Palmer, by a majority of J l!^j 
but now, without any additionaj evi¬ 
dence on the subject, the house weie called 
upon to do that, which woulcUihake their 
lionour and character more than tmy thing 
within his recollection. 

Mr. ^iieiwrt Wortl^ 8aid,*that major Pal- 
Hier’a powers of persuasion bad, on a ftrmer 
evening, made him a t^elyte; but that, 
on • bettemiftderstaAuiog of the cue, he 
«ow caoM pclpared to make hja retrac** 


hdd^was granted 
vices done, but to 
ture. Ifhe wsDi now entitled 
pent, he was therefore entitled to tfaeili 
a-year also, and to tlje place its^ ^ 
accepted of that place, he ooold 
no other document of his agreeinent 
it, and by it he must b^ljbund. He tkaig| 
tore opposed the Rcsoration. ^ .t, 

Air. Lonq complained that very;,!^ 
had been put to him by 


and contai^gd that the per-centage 
Revenue uftlkii^PoSt Office was gwjw 
tb Mr. palmer only during his 
ance in office. - „/,i 

Sir TAo. 'Jhirton —After the very: 
investigation whicl^this subject under 
upon a fbrracr evening, and the der, ^ 
sentiment which the house by a very 
iniyority then expressed upon its met' 
little expected to find the discus^ 
vived upon 4Llie present occasion wid^] 
increase of acrimony, yet withqut ahyj; 
dition o^ argument,—1 can assure 
House that unlike the hon. member bej 
me (Mr. Stuart Wortley) 1 rise not 
myself a proselyte to any argument J( |i|p^ 
heard cither within or without doors, 
express iny repentance tor having 
vote oil a preceding night, in fgvour 
just claims of a meritorious iudtrij|Hd^ 
which the house in its jusrice, an(( 
cteriial honour, has recoraized.— 
was much surprised to near theihpit. 
gentleman state, that Mr,Palmec’s potyem 
of persuasion liad made him a proselyte, 
but that on a beljter. Untferscanding jsi 
the case, he came prepared to make ^ 

retraction_Sir, 1 shrewdly suspect 

the authors ut the hon. gent.’s proselyriam 
&i‘e not far oft) and that their argemet^ 
too often irresistibly persuasive, have 
him a proselyte from the truth and juMtee 
of the case; but I care little wm^ 
cau8e\his eftect has beej} produced, sqcjipi 
am, it will not be general amonj^t tt^^ 
fvho come to discharge their duty wi|ll^(|^ 
re^ct of persons, and of such 1 
tisned the miyority on a former nigU 
composed. Sir, I must confew 
expect to hear myselt, in compoft.]' 
two tlTirda of the house, sligpiabjMS^ | 
gross ignurance and mistaW in 
charge of public duty, .and forr 
put upon my dcfunce, for a vote wh 
nad gi%'W conscientmusb^nd acepr 
to the beat dictates onmy judgt^i^ J 
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Bwil ti iiiri io hw e^wmtm 
uoejip^ated Mid jextraonliaary 
« 1 fy^ opou citm Um underatandKi^ or 
^. integrity of '137 msDriienij not betng 
inlb to natMv the hou!t» by argument ^ 
justice of oppos^ this Claim, turns 
rfmnd op<m the members of the (S<»amit» 
tfo w4to mdlk the Report, and is deter- 
kUpnl to wreal^is vengeance, and es- 
h|Mst his ill tem^r, on them and their 
j^boors. Sir, I had the misfortune (in his 


109: 

4 Mr coAdttcit <tir his> code of lfiVoprieiy m 
laefruB^ and stiftoaieBt;<-->Sir, are*<MXft 
teia, with indnite gravi^, that the vote of 
'Bmrsday night oo^t to be rescinded be¬ 
cause the house was taken by Surprize upon 
that occasion!—In the name of common 
sense, u(hat does the hon, gent, mean by 
surprize ?—'Was not the day appointed by 
the minister himself, and was there not a 
notice of full six weeks given of^at day ? 

I never recollect any measure tf^ed upon 
.QIIKiMn, but the honour, in my own) tn the bouse with less appearance of preci^tita- 
* I a member of that Committee, and rHjpn.oru])on.'which every member has been 
venture to_advance in extej^ipwion of enli>icd to form a more cool and deliberate 

judgment.—Indeed, thi# is an objection so 
palpaHy 4 rrdiculou 8 ,that I can only suppose 
thia hon. gent, meant by it te give iis an 
agreeable proof of h>s hincy, by raising 
an argument where any other person would 
have despaired to nnd one.—Another hon. 
gent. (Mr. Long) has insinuated to the 
house, that the report of the Committee 
is indeed but little to be relied upon, be¬ 
cause he could hare supplied them with , 
a vast deal of intelligence upon the subject 
of their enquiry, which they either dis¬ 
dained, or neglected to apply for, when he 
ofiered himself as an evidence before them. 

I ffaz it 18 the misfortutje of this hon. gent, 
to {Assess a singuhrriyt'^eacherous memory. 

I win before he htkl committed himself 
by sich an assertionihe had looked at the 


alledged offi^ces, that it^ilw a com- 
li^ttee unusually nflmeipii^nd well at- 
tfoded; composed of gentlei^n in all 
j^sfoits of lite. and profebsing diiterent po¬ 
litical principles ; that many among them, 
thia unlucky slu| upon their discre- 
aod probity, were not suspected to be 
j^^cient in common sense; and 1 may at 
jit be allowed to say, without presump- 
a, that they were punctual and indefatig- 
|a in their attendance; thbt they omit- 
. care or pains by which the truth 
^ ild be ascertained ; and tliat zftex every 
Mj^C^Ie devotion of their time, and 
ij|p^ce of their attention, they agreed 
aildijn a report perfectly satisfactory to their 
conscienies, and which they were 
UjlJy vain qpough to hope would have 
^yed equally satiafoctory to the house, 
,fvtn to ^le fostidiousness of the hon. 
gent Sa, the members of that Commit¬ 
tee would mdeed have cause for regret, if 
t&a hop. gent, in the delivery of these 
liberu sontiments, could be consider- 
M as the organ of the house ; the vote of 
tl^ night, Ifke that of the last, will, I 
prove that be is not so; that it is 
ajdy hU hidividual opinioit, which, how- 
n(fr respectable, he will excuse us if we 
sn not infolUble. With respect to the ^ 
-‘i or diction of the Beport, so severel 
aaented on by the non. member, < 
inniy say it is unfortunate that we had 


d report of the Committee, which is 
m every member's hand ; he would 
ere have seen, thnt when his evidence 
as taken, it amounted merely to two or 
three loose remarlrs of no importance; 
vt when the Com'*''ttee had put 
'estion ♦>* * ved to be of 

<Je, was expressly 

.vhet , a 3 j 8 any points 

ing upof^hich he cktdd-eilbrd 
^latioD,'^ umt he as expressly hn- 
•t be tupTno further intelligertee 
.*0 Jiamndly here is convinciiig 

prot). thaHne Rah. gent's memory must 

eiffier have foiled lum wonderfully at the 

t __ - •a 


of tijjs jaclgmflit and Iftera^ time tys evidence was taken, or that it 
hon. member in preparing it, * 'must have plajred him a slippery trick 
tty'll might then have been more worthy .ppisn the present occasion; the hon.'gent. 
Mm jbr which ikwas destined. I can has no alternative but to sacrifice one of hie 
t 1 . , contradictory assertions to the other, and 

in either^ I consider hur misfortune as 
reny much to be deplored..*—It has been 


h<»pe, that when the long expected 
' 1! shall at lengfo arrive firom that Com- 
I orerwh^ labours the hon. ptntld- 
;,himself presdet, we shall* receive a 
document worthy his superior 
' aceuracy, whidi ,nay serve as 
and unerring model 'by which 
fe GOimgfttqjgiimay be enabm to ra- 
-’-'.yiaccipracies, aad apooonnsdafo 



suggested, that some 'portion of 
Qmce Revenue' has arisen, since H 


the Post' 
f7fi3>fiN>itt 

circanutanccs independent "altogether of 
Mr. Palmer's Flaw; end it semns ik «0n* 
aequence apprehended, that^u largd^mk 
mu am t atio n -WMy Im geaBtW tUatpIlr.'^ 



is foiriy «n^leii 

jtctionllbegtA4nform llic jb<iNMe^«t ^ 
Committed fatly took into consideret^ 
Uw tunount of encrea^ed Mveaone yrhicit 
arose from other soorccs than those of Mr. 
P.’s creatioiit and that they made erery 
allovrancc and deduction on that account 
before they presented their Report. As 
to the repeated ai^ument in respect to th« 
amoun^it the Claim is established in 
point oi lUbticc, 1 must again insist that its 


'dMdfled by >«. ^-nfitrliin i l i 
shottiil be 

fiiBliy at rest. • *• ip 
j^ir Fraud* Bterdstr.-^W, I 
aftined the merits of this case, atrid 
8|owed the gretrteat fttehtion upon 
argomenC brought forwaid, for*jyp 
against Mr. Palmer’s Clai^: imd ao 
from dietr having shaicep; they have 
firmed the opinion tb& 1 before entdbl' 
tamed, of the justness of Mr. Pahacr^l' 
ma^itudeoughttobe«no argument against l^mands.—Sir, when I observe, uptmflij^ 


its entire fulfilment; it is an argamoiM’one hand, the greatness of the benebblifp' 



no argument to reply to, only mis-state, 
ments to cm reel; the < lai tn of this gentle, 
man is indisputable; you have alre^y re- 
coguiiied It; the sense* of the house' Has 
been taken on it; to-night 1 am well as- 
Mited It will b'e again expressed with siini- 
lai, or encreased efiect.—I have never 
given a more conscientious vote than the 
*one 1 gave on the same occasion. I shall 
lepeat it to-night, confident that the inde¬ 
pendence of the house is with me, and 
the sense of the country no less so. 

Loid Mihonvtwi surprised at the inejm- 
sistencies of the geiHiein&n on the opposite 
side; fur instead ofltargmng on thenar- 
gain, which they albiadmitted, they flew 
to the misconduct of Mr. Palmer wbihs in 
office. The impropriety of Mr. Palmei^s I 
conduct moffio: he waanot a supporter otXj 


single instant to comply with i - n 
founded on an undeniable contract, 
supported by services, which barve 
ceeded the fpost 89 ngume hopes 
sir, I must at the same time, congratQliijbt^ 
his majesty’s ministers on the acquisidbil^ 
of a virtue, of which 1 never before 
served in them the least trait. And 1 1 
be extremely*happy if they remsm 
Its influence on future occasions, iii!^. _ 
of pensioning worthless objects, 
done their country for more harm 

good. 1 scarcely know bow to aiM. 

the arguments of; the riaht hon. gentian 
on the opposite side, for they eo ps 
tually shift their ground and«cbange, i 
position, that it is almost hnposs^le 
certain whOre they intend to make a 
First, it is a bargain, then it is not a 




but he would submit, \hat the conduct in\gain; and after all they 'seem dbnbfifo^ 
office had nothing to with the original Pwhether this is a bargain, or a 
bargain, and ought vi^ to interfere with , tion. Now, I think it imniaterud whidt fi' 


the present t, 
meet it when 
the first time. 
That w''ukl‘ hav 
Paifner had no 


wm. r Why did tbji^ no* 
'-fore the hi/ii8e>fi^ 
•*mp on /»? 
public Mr. 
t instead/ of 


is, for if it 13 a contract, a doubt 

should be performed} and if it is a rOimi^^ 
neration, surely 50 sMllings cannot bV^ 
considered too muoh to give a man, 
gives yon 100 pounds. Here Ae pubfifrf 


doing so they gave it a.. i assent, a^alf hbas, and is receiving profits to the amouw' 
dissent, and at last thiew it lv and got rid { of millions ! For this stupendous ei^ink 


of it, by moving the {ft^Vioun question. 
There liad been a vast deal of obloquy 
thrown on the Report of the Committee; 
he saw no argument adduced to warrant 
it. He belwved Rie Committee consisted 
of as honourable and as good men, 
Witbout exception, as the house eould 
produce. He could not pass ovak' jbe «ufo 
ject without saying, that the Committee 
had been hardly um. , 

Mr. Siargio Bourae argued, that the 
opinion of Conmittee was net entitled 
ta much credit, because the evidence upon 
wbiell that iq^nion was formed was not 
gi^n; and'thai the qwtetiun having been 


at this moment actually im motipA, aryf f* 
will be so as long as we kingdom 
exftt; and while u does, benefits nn4^ 
Increase. For the nufflerafus and incaicdhil^/ 
advantages arisii^ firom this 
think Ae country cab hardly ever 
an adequate return to Mr. Palmary 
the fotigue, anxiety, dtswpointmelll^‘'^ifo§^ 
lots of^eatth be has 8offorid,thet^>qiciy(tff^ 
can, I un dertain.—Sir, 1 am not n 
ral very ready to place implicit 
in the Reports of Committees; (nit 
1 consider the impartial and able ^ 
men that composed k, Vtd Ikfft'Mr. i 
could have no influence 




1 ))4k*i)Mweifa.- ttu» bean 

tinted vrith, nuN^aaseit* in every faonmt 
xMio, t think it is a Report which is en- 
eifled to evety kind of confidence and 
eespect; and my opinien of it's fairn^t 
has received additional strength at hcanng 
from an baronet (sir Thos.»Turton,) 
thakall fiur deductions have been made oi 
IfPbonntof tha^roportion of the increase 
«e the Post Office 'Revenue which mi^h^ 




attributed to cause’s not immediately^ 

Am iMirAMeaMn ■ 


Tb« i^hwrfa» w farinad the'houtw, thatdt 
afjpaarcd to him,'that the regular mode ef 
proceeding would be for the accounts of‘ 
the Net Proceeds of the Post Office Re¬ 
venue up to the present period to be kid 
before the house ; the amount of money 
which to be paid to ,Mr. Palmer, as a 
remuneration lor the time past, could then 
liie ascertained fiom those documents, and 
voted m a Committee ot Supply. 'Hie 
consideration of the annual ‘.uni whichjhe 


bol<Wging to Mr. Palmar’s invention.-^ house might think.'fit to order to b^ifpnid 
^r, the hon. gentlemen have talked aSam future, inu.st also, he believed, originate 
creat deal about the letters yf^cn by uKa Committee of Supply. When a Re 
^r. Palmer, but I cannotjM^iceive that 
titey have any refiSto«^flo the questibn 
which now occupies the housq; if thcie 
M any weight in them, it can only apply 
to the office and the salary ; to the claim 
fo centage they are, quite foreign.—Sir, 
that hon. gent, said, that this question 
was decided in 179ff; but I really believe 
t^8 must mean that as a joke ; for what 
tlecisiun could be expected by an unjiin- 
lattted individual opposed 0y a powerful 
pgunister, or what choice could Mr. Palmer 
when he was told, ".you shall 
aither accept my terms or nothing.”— 
jAnd yet, this svas the decision the hon. 

MiMrt alludes to. As 1 am sure there is no 
Jaonest man in the country who svould 
jiot willingly contribute towards the dis- 
j^arge of a^debt like this, I shall vote for 
it whenever it shall be brought forss’ard. 

, Mr. Ho(ford defended Mr. Pitt’s bar¬ 
ken, and contended that if that great maiyf 
felt it to be improvident, he neveni 
jRoald have shrank from acknowledgii 
i>-i Mr. Marmot contended, that the agi 
Ifient between Mr. Palmer and the publi. 

Ikad been cancelled by the very improper 
«oi}duct of Mr. Palmer in office. It was 
Ikia opinion, that the Revenue having nja- 
jfitrmlfy su^red by Mr P.’s dismissal, was^ 
argument against him, and that he ought 
m suficyr by the loss. 

^ Mr. Sumner dwelt upon the imperfect 
i^NdtMCcTof tbCc report; and moved that 
44 bAto be adjourned till to roorrovv 
with a view to refer it bai k tp...] 
mittee, witlt an instruction to the 
iprititee to take further evidence. The 
IB divided : the numbers v/ere, 

. 1 . Fqr Ae Adjournment 8'f 

Against it.. 137 




Majority—50 


^ A Umg conversation theie took place on 
iHil^Wibject of the course whic^ it would 
propkr fQp‘!be hoase to ^opt after 
pf this mgiK.. 


solution wa. agreed a> on that i>ub|ei(, 
abilhmight aftcrwaids bo liruught into 
ths! house pointing out the tiind fiom 
whi( bit wah (> be taken, and legalizin'; a 
particular course of distribution or appio- 
[iviation as usual *m h.inilar case^.—The 
Accounts were then ordcrid to be laid 
befoie the house. Aftei which the Re¬ 
pot t was agreed to, and Mr. Palmer pi u- 
pobed, that on Friday nev* the subject 
should be leferrcd to a Committee of Sup- 

p'y- _ 

irOUSi, Ob LORDS. 

'ISieiday, l^Tay 17. 

Danish MEnc».4\jdf.S hips uftaintd ix 
Brwimh Ports.} order of th** <lay 

hawng been r(>ad, I 

rd Stdmouth sail, that he was at length 
abled to submit tf> their lordships’ con- 
lidrration a subject highly impoitanl to 
the interests of maay individuals, both fi>- 
- 'gners and nativ/s, as well as to the ho- 
r and reputati^ of the country.—But 
upon the details to 
ecessaiv for him to 
he 

ing understoTstt^-aa. hav¬ 
ing^ no inter <> re-agitate a questnn',, 
whuAhav -eady" decided ; much 

less tbkaiiA .escindmg a judgment, 

which BWoe.^ solemnly pronounced; 
for that in feet, between the merits of the 
subject to which he particularly referred, 
namely, the Attack dn Co|jennagon, and 
a6 that then before the house, there was 
no neccssgry connection ; and all he had 
to ask, (and he assured thdr lordships that 
what lig ftked of them should be observed 
on his part,) was that the opinions enter-, 
tainod on this, point, might be kept in'tbeit 
proper place, and not brought forward to 
befb upon arguments, and conclusions, to 
which they had no direct or regular ap> 
plicatioii.-I-It Cotddnot, be viid, he denied, 
that aceordinf to the pritferplos of namtal 


he entered 
^ich\it would be? 
ddi the attention ot’^thnujipid'.hips, 
wrr« desirous c*’S*ing understdod^-aa. hi 






jaitice/« 0 () .<he established p^iMi^eaSi 
safely and protect^n were due.to the 
chant ships and cargoes of all neutral 
states engaged in the peaceable pursuit of 
a lawful commerce. Following up this 
just and salutary principle, our municipal 
laws held out the promise of secyrity to 
the ships, persons and property of mer> 
chanthtraiigers,eundo,morando, et Tedemd% 
in carrying on a legitimate traffic with 
this kiHildom; and this right to security 
and^orotcction could not be forfeited, eX' 
cept Dy the misconduct of the individual 
themselves, or of the state to which U,v.^ 
belonKcd. It could not be forfeiied, ex> 
cept 111 consequence of such anteviident 
injuries as, if unredressed, would afford just 
grounds of war, or reprisals; ofwhi'iffi last 
it had been said by high and und^btod 
authority, that ' the li^ of nations does 
not allow them but in case of violent injury, 
directed, or supported by the state, and 
of justice m reminme dnbtd, absolutely de¬ 
nied/ I'hc seiauie and detention of ships 
* and property belonging to the subjects of 
a foreign stale could therefote only be 
justified by a previous act of aggression; 
and, except in the instance to which he 
felt it to be his duty to call the attonf on 
of (he house, it cuu^d im>< Ijc shewn thiy an 
ordc r for that purpo<u: had ever been is¬ 
sued under the authoiity of the Ur’tisl^go- 
vornnient, unless it li 4 d been |n'ecedeo,,by 
the CMstenie of a ro^il, or supposed cau-e 
of war.—It would be jjrccollccted, that in 
the month of July 1' when a large ar¬ 
mament was asset. on the easte 

coast of tins kingdom, us probable desti 
tion w'as a subjet t of general and ^jJtiom. 
speculation; and it^^jpeaied thr< a ai • 
inour had reached itiC^masters of Daqiish 
men hanbAhips, then Aiour poits, th.T/ it 
, V directed to the Baltip, in consequsmee 
of a misunderstanding bei^veen this csoun- 
try and Denmark, A»» en¬ 
quiry was accordingly ^ itish 

government through tl .ter, 

Mr. Rist: the answer, ..aiever yt was, 
certainly w.is notuue which confirmed, or 
cieated apprehension: their enquiries wi^e. 
then directed through tho same channel 
to the government of their own country, 
from whom, on the 10th of Auepust, an an- 
swer^ of which the following is aii*extract, 

' was received through the C ill-^^e ofCom- 
merce at Copenhagen, and cumroiinicated 
to them by the Danish Consul, Mr. : 
/-j' In reply to your let*er of ] 4 th irist. 

* (Ju^), stati«g that it is currently report- 
*,«d. in Londoi4 > aiauaduratait^g 


iiftiytoly to -arise 4^/ 

' 6raat Bnuim we acq in dn t 
I ‘ tb^ such treport is cntirelyiiisititoQi 
’ * datiou, and (hat nothing baa 
' our parts, whereby the good ‘ifnitlir* 

^ Jtaiiding hitherto subsisting bfitwixf>bM|l‘ 
ycourts aould anyways be codlpdeie<i*^p 
■* sened or interrupted. W^request thtft^' 
fore, that you will po^^ety cotttradililf'' 
such unfounded rurnem, and quiet ^thf* 
ipprehensions of prfr sea-iaring conntriillt 
neii, assuring sfiem, that they have tbjf 
re^n to fear, as the College will 

• fail, .A^dd any unforeseen event 

' dclriniennds|jRfluence on Denmark's 
' thertu inaintSbAthmAitrality, to givtf 'fiih 
‘ earliest ipformatinn thereof, throu^ 

‘ Royal Consuls, to all our sea-faring couaNl 
' tryinen.’—To ‘ Mr. Wolft; Lon<loa.*-a. 
This coramui^cation.had the intended e|h 
feet; the fears of the sea-faring subjel^. 
of Denmark then in our ports, were cottl^ 
plelely quieted; and they remained in 
state of confidence and delusion till 
end of Augus#. Nothing indeed occomMl 
to alter it j on the contrary, it was fcntmnih 
that after |hc sailing of admiral Gumbieil*, 
oil the soili of July, many ships had cldat* 
ed out for Danish ports, and some wRh 
admiralty licences; and so little flppV^ 
hciuivc vvas the Danish consol of apfiroael^ 
ing hostilities, that, in inan^ instancea'jii 
w Inch offers were made to release, upbtt * 
the payment of certain charges, Danish 
ships which had been brought in, under 
; the expectation of a ruptuie, he positively • 
“jected all such offers, being resolved IhM 
.e ca])tors should abide the consequeneto 
f their own violence and Vipetice. la 
Denmark too, a similar degree of confi^ 
deuce and delusion prevailed. The apa 
pearance of the British fleet produced ite < 
alarm at Copenhagen, nor any degree of 
I ciution with respect to ships, then pr«i* 
paring to piweeil to British ports. -Ift 
proof of this, lord SiJmc 'i read^he fel*- 
low ing extract of a letter from the captain 
of the*Danish ship, Frederica:'—^'I rea' 

** ceivwl a letter from my agents, MetoWf 
^ J. P. Suhii and sou. dated Copenhagi^' ' 
' 7th of Aug. stating ^hat all Danishiwpr' - 
' might proceed to Fngfknd* in 
' he was assured, that the Britidi 

* ing at anchor before Copenht^g^, hsdl 
' no hostiltf intention towards Demmai^^ 

' that according to information, it was 

' opinion, thab it was bound to 0rsn8tiid|^''J 
‘ in assur|nce of the above account, ^ 

* Dram the 15th of wMi a carh^ ' 

• timber and jiaals. ahippafapfdfia^lffl- 
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* titiB iMwants of MesBra. Joidiua and Tho- produced, upon an average, 5,2001. each. 

* ttUM Carroll, merchants, of Cork, in Ire- Si^posing these ships to be of the aver- 

• knd. I was detained in the north-sea age value of the whole that bad been 

• liie 2t3th of Aug. before any orders from seized, 320 ships wouifl produce above 

* the British govemmena for the detentiyn l,66O,0Wf; and it w^ well known that 

♦ of Danish ships bad been given, aiul when prizes v\ ere sold in this manner, the 
'likewise jhrior to the bombardment ^ auctioij price was in general far below the 

• Gepenhagen.^On the 20th of August) real value. It was u-sual to estimate tfiiv 

Mwever, manyXdays before informatioif deference at one third : upwards of 
VIras received of th^N-ommencement of host 550,000/. must tlieretore be added to the 
trHties, and at a time vrhen it was not pi* above-mentioned sum; making ah aggre- 
tended that there was any hostile intwL gate of more than 2/)0(),000/. as the ^lue 
Ihm on the part of Drmmarh, orders wer^i^f seizures iitour own ports, exclusive of 
issued by the Board of Admirahj/I^i eon- which toolt place under the Order* 

sequence of directions fronuirfrof hi* ma of the 25 th of August, and the 2d of Sept, 
jesty’s principal sdbroifll^ of state, to lu aUV»ther parU of the world, fic would 
^tain and bring in, provisionally, all Da- cle^ ^is statement by repeating the hope 
wish merchant vessels; and these orders whieWhe ha 1 expressed on a former oc- 
were not confined to the Channel, but sent casic/i, that the declaration of the noble 
to all our naval officers, coipmanding-iii- secretary of btate,%iigiit prove more cor- 
elnef, in every part of the world. On the rect than the leport which he had taken 
fid of Sept, a similar order was issued, un- upon himself ho positively to contradict.— 
der the authority of his maiesty in coun- To justify a measuic of such severity, it 
eH; accompanied by orders, that no ships was ab!,olutely necessaiy to shew tlvat it 
bolonging to any o^ his majhsty*s subjects was occ«isioned by an anteccdcMit aggres- ’ 
ijhonla cmar out for any of the ports of *ion on the part of Deiimai k; for it would 
Denmark; andi that a generaV embargo not be contended, that tlic seizure of mer- 
ehould be laid on all ships and vessels be- chant ships and of commercial propeity, 
longing to subjects of that counti y, toge- was called for by the urgent and imperious 
thervritb all persona and .effects on board, diito of helf-presecvatipn; but il had been 
It appeared, that the account of the com- distfoctly atknowleilged that on I he part 
ttencement of hostiliti&s was not received of Denmark there wjis no hostile aggres- 
tiil the 4th of Sept, and it was admitted, si*^, and the dilforehce betwei n the pre- 
that previous to uiat time, there was no rase, and all <i|hcrs which preceded 
ground for imputing a hostile disposition consisted in the tiihsence of that which 

td hisrDanish majesty; so that at tho pe-^ had been the imme^liate cause, and which 
riod of issuing tlMsc orders, Denmark was had solely and exc U'»ively constituted the 
comidered, altkough not treated, by the iustiBcation of eyry smnlar measure. 
British goT^nment, ais a neutral and Trud'tv was that thAking of Prussia at the 
friendly power. In consequence of these wimm^cemcnt of seven years war had 
orders, 320 ships were seized and detained cWred Saxony, iraen tjhere had been no 
bofore information was received of the puWlic act of aggiession on the'pait of the 
COhSmencement of hostilities; and after ele!^or; but heyfound in the palace-ef 

' ‘ " - • - • DresWeni a com of a treaty, the known 

existeWp of 'vhich had occasioned his ir¬ 
ruption inw theMectorato, and which was 
of itself a sufficient cause of war. It was 
also i\cll known, that lord Chatham quit- 
.ed the councils of las sovereign in the 
yoar 17t>l, because bis colleagues refused 
to concur with him iit advising liia majesty 
to proceed, without a 'formal declaration 
ef war, touets of hostility against Spain ; 
but lord C. proceeded upon Intelligence 
(which was ^fterwards verified) of an 
agreement on the part of that country tq 
make comnicoi cause with France.^Pront 
the uniform tenour of our history it would 
be found, that such measufios as those of 
the 25tb eS Aog. tivl S<i «l were 


qoui isstte ot orders for general reprisals,, 
*Vlhtch took place on the 4th of Nov. the 
''Wtfftle rrere condemned as prize to the 
ciewia—Lord Sidmnufh said, th^ on a 
ffitmeredcasiony when he had stated a re- 
^ value of the ships .md car-' 
goe^'^ftc. so seized, was little short of twn* 
ShRMoM!, the noble focretary of state (lord 
M atiihestory)- dlclared, that this was an 
mdjjaei aWd statement. He had men- 
l li| ^B <i» sifthat time, in the hope, that'it 
'ffiSttht be contradicted from authority; 

had not mentioned it upon light or 
frfoeiuas gvminde. On the cmitrary, he 
Ultfiti.khew the finmber of ships which had 
Men^shietal j^nd ^$St S3, with their car- 
nald by auction, and had 




iwvtir te^oiied to, uuloM ttoy* %'od b««» tlie*iii«th^l}#<liN>< mMteW 

pieceded by a leal or guppoiod caOB^ of was peihapk to bo foatid iftt^d ?t«W 
wai Tilt capture of the French ships m mmisteni had taken ot the necessity «k the 
1756, and ot the Spanish frigates in IbOS expedition agiiost Copenhagen. B^g 
were pieceded by causes of svar, the legi- r^nvinccd of that iiecessit^y, umy thopglit 
timacy of which has nevei bech quostion« uo means unwaiiantpble, which, us thnir 
ed, howetei the latter measure might hate ‘ npimon^weie likely to ‘•eoi^bute ip fRy 
b(cu (imuied on other accounts ihc ilegiee, to its success. Ins this purpe^ 
casLS of Piussia and Holland had benb Iprnaie piopcity vtas se^d, as aamstf^ 
znentiwed but pieiious to the dtten- lne,U of cociciuii an^SmiinidatuuUi and tp 
tion an!! seizure of the merchant siiios ot wu hope that tlie^njiortaiice oi rccoi^ 
the 1^01 met powei, iJio had attnally u- Jng mi.<lit indivcf Buimark to accedn 
cciscd from bi nice, whilst at Wai wi^^Ythe denuncis of the Biitish govcinmeid. 
Great fit It nil, the donimioiis of the c'vc- Thus *•!(]{> tlie ptiiictple entitely dwpr 
loi ot tianovei, and had excluded ill Bii- gaid<d ^Vsjniveited, upon which, 0i>l4^ 
tish vesseU fioni hei poits,—and v/th ic - loiiufi rcc isK*t/[*8<R,h a pioceedmg 
spect to liolland,’it was oiilj^ iiectssnry to bi en n sojled to It wa» not a ineawi|^ 
lefer to a ft w dales to slitw that ui\ uica> of just retaliation foi au uiiiediessed 
suies of hci<>lilnv towards that i\mti} jui^, not of seasonable and provident iqf 
Wen ncilhti inaikid bV piet ipilaiit j"^)! goui, loundq^d on the knowltuge ofn 
injustice. On the 1 Sill of Jan 179.^, the tile clesign, which it was intended to cosa^- 
lieiich army entered AinstArdjiu On ui ict, but an act in fiiitherance of 
the 19th,theleiolutioiiaiv coniinittGedis- own metsuus of seventy and vioiti^jp 
missed the est ihlidicd ina^istiaUs, anu towndsa state, winch, it had been djj^ 
* took on themselics the piovisional aeltni- tiiietl} adinftti <1, was not, at that thp#, 
iintialion of lilaiis On the aOlh all elm (able widi any hostile intentt^ 
shi[and piope rty belonging to eiu mies sgimst tljis comtliy. 1 his however, 
of tin l<itneh it public weie oidored to be hie and fulilo as it was as an attempt pt 
•a I ed and eonhse ited by a ekeiee of the jns die itiun, w is fai the most iavoQiab|e 
lieiieh connnissio icis cunhinuel bj the iiite i{ retatioii f^at could be given of 
piuvisiond cotcininent ot llullaiid Un ciuas, which led to tins unparsdlcli^ 
the 9th of leb oi (eis weie issiiiel h> the ti iiis le tioii It this weiO stUe tiue «S- 
JHiiiisli govcimnt nt f ji the puwKiuii d de - phinlion oi it, nothing could be more chi'* 
tentioiiof Dutch shi )s and cai^io—At viouslj just, than that its eiieots ought,to 
the coimneiiecmriit of the }eu lS01,oi- haie ceased, as soon as its design vFaa^r^ 
deisweiv. issued to e etain, ptovisioiially,' tiated lo give a retrospective operatijsil 
ships belonging to Russia, bweden, and to hostilities, toi the put pose of apprq* 
IXiimaik, not, howe\er, till the conduct pri itmg that which had come-rioto Our 
ot the goscinmciU of each of those couix- possession under such ciiciynatances, af}d 
tries had aifoidcd a k.,ilimate < luse <01 the sci/uie ot which had not answered the 
wm but Ill that r*&c, Kird bidrquJtli novel and extraordinary purpose fpr 
stiteek he was oiiu of those who Ind c in which the mc'asure was resorted to, wps 
euncel in advising his inaje'itv not to j-^sue suie ly a ment lamentable, and disgrpc^t 
oiders ioi genet d uprisak, aiidaeeoel^ exuemit} ot injustice; which mwaw|fr 
inaiy the ships andeai^oes sodetnnrd, w is still ig^ravated by the fact, thpt 
weie not condemned asprfze, but wcii all had omsekes occasioned the hu^tilitwapif 
restored upon the le-establishimnL of winch this letiospectiTe advantage WM 
peace' Luid bidmouth said th)t some take i, and that tney wyeie in no degrpo 
noble lords, who were tiieii his colie Uj^ues,' piodtieed by any aggression on the pM 
would admit that the bene ficial efieet e uk,, of th it stale, against which, and the npaps 
tn it conduce had not only Lcen iniiiitcsted tending subjects of Vrhtch, these pr^lj^kM^ 
at the time, but tha*^ thev had been also m«s were directed. Under thesestffinjp" 
expiiieticcd m the course ofeth^i present sions. lord S said, it was to hna-^|iPD|t|jet 
war—It seemed, thcieiore, impcssible to of the.deepcst legiet, that,whtn 
juslify the measuit of issupig the orders in ty was advised to declare to 
question by attempting to bring it withrn motives whit h h id led to tl»e ]>anim,i6y'* 
the application of any admitted pimfciple, pedition, a decisive piookbad not 
•'dr the fair analogy of any precedents af- fonled, ,tbat the plea of necessity, 
f»r(i%d by*counUies, whose conduct it which goiernmeHt iRttl lesAd itsjusM^s 

would not be disgracetul to cite as an ex- tion, was suicere. A doiJaBatma tha Atbe 
\0 |,» 0^ 
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ship^pf War. laken atiColpe^liagea. should 
bOvAeld m'dfposjtj.with a vic\t to cvon- 
fostitutioUf and tliat prlvutr property 
seitsed and detained under such circum¬ 
stances as those wliiclt tiad been de.->enbed. i 
should be instantly restored, would hav& 
placed the iiyuves which had iitikienceosl 
the British gb.v^i ament out ol the reacli of' 
suspicion, and t^isy^doil, it iio( evaited ilie 
national charactei‘.-^\\ itli lospect to ships 
of svar, the house already decided,j 
and he would not now rcv;un r upon tha 
subj[.act: with respect to the inrrcliuut 
ships, and their crews, hii> seufsaaeiits 
wure expressed in (he tlaee U/mIuUous, 
which he submitted tue (J||fiJh(!^e.—[laird 
SidiDOUth then read the three iirst Ileso- 
lutions.]—On the subject ol' cuni|)ousation 
to those British subjects who had consign¬ 
ments and effects in Denmark at the time 
of tho commencement ot'hostilTties, (w Inch 
were afterwards sequestrated,) he 
WSS convinced there rould be no ditlcrenee 
of.opinion: they had an indisputable 
cUnm, not merely on the liKeiality, but 
on the justice of their country; that claim 
mj^t be fully satisfied out of the proceeds 
ofDanish ships and cargoes, which had 
befen condemned and sold; and this de¬ 
duction would be CO uni|pr balanced by 
what might be termed a set-oflj arising 
fhjint the sale (tf British property scqiics- 
tTitted in Denmark; so that justice, to a 
certain extent, might be done to the ag¬ 
grieved parties in both countries. But to 
reach’ the limits of justice, eoinpcnsation 
must proceed farther: all British subjects 
wi^re entitled to jjt for losses sustumed in 
<mpsequcuce of any lawful adventure en¬ 
tered upon previous to the commencement 
of hostilities. Losses from such a cause 
goold not be said to come within the rca- 
dble scope of niercaiitile caleuUition. 
py were occasioned by a measure of 
British government founded upon a 
sed^necessity, aud direcled to (lu 
tof self-preservation, to whu li it was 
s^l other eoiisideritioiis 


cohtejnded that 
mtutt give way, 


other 

ut those who applaud. 


country, was not less forcible. The means 
of datisfying them must be left to the dis¬ 
cretion of government, and the w isdom of 
parliament.—But tliis measure, extraor¬ 
dinary and haish as it wav both in its ori¬ 
gin, and in its general operation, was at¬ 
tended v^’idi circumstances of peculiar se¬ 
verity and mjustire. Amongst the ships 
aipl c argocs detained under the orders ol 
the 25lh of Aug. and the ‘Jd of Sep. were 
many which had been vvroiiglidly Drought 
into British ports by pur ciuizers and tn'i- 
t^Ueers, the nia.sters and crews of w fiieh 
vrae too generally actuated by a bjniit of 
rapacitj', by which individuals vveie <‘ui- 
clly injiured, and the country disgiaied. 
Thuse, to a considerable uinonnt, h.id been 
ordeivfjrfo i>c*restored by deeiees of the 
high /ourt of adin'r-ilty, or of tin* su- 
priKSie court of aflpeai; but in coiwe- 
quence of tlu* superveiinig hostilitie.s, the 
benefit of these deciees w.ts withheld, and 
the property, the restitution of which had 
been directed by judiiial anthouty, was 
condejimed in the s.ime court as pi i/i' to 
the king. Other ships and «iliets wiiieli 
were under adjudiiation at the cominence- 
,ment of hostilities, and which, as appeared 
from the proceedings concerning them, 
must.also have been decreed to be restor¬ 
ed, were condemned, and sliaiod the same 
fate:—thus was an advantage taken of an 
origijial and admitted wrong, .and the 
fruits of it became ^tbe property of the 
crown.—It was m vain to set up in such a 
<5.180 the undoubto(l| light of the crown, 
under other circumstances, to the eflects 
of an alien enemy ; the piincip1e.s of na- 
tHr.ll .t^tieo, impl.uited in the lie.ut of 
every man, must, in tins instance, revolt 
at such a (laim ; and this sentiment was 
happily sanctioned by .ancient practice, 
and the highest authorities. In the year 
1753,*a memorial from the court of Berlin 
was ri’ferred by bis late majesty to his 
piineipid law-olfilWrs ; namely the judge 
of tlie admiralty, the king’s adv'ocatc, and 
the attorney and soliritor general; which 
'sit laiions were then respectively filled by 


ai^ who believe that they have deiivcd W’’’Lee, Dr. Paul, sir Dudley Ry- 
IKMCti^ty from tiiis policy, must surely be 
^ijag to pay the pi ice of it. A fevv in- 
4 hH!AuaU cvMild not justly be made the 
vji^ms of 9 measure, whioh could only 
^^W^tt'ratited by its tendoricy t* provide 
security of all. The mode of iti- 
4qnifnjifying that«classof sufit*rers, whose 
ptdfikevty was sequestrated in Denmark, 
jbad'he^n suggseted was obvious: the 
the justice 'of their 


dcr, and Mr. Murray (afterwards lord 
Mansfield). Their report, in answer, wa.s 
declared " t« be founded on the principles 
of the law of nations, received and ac¬ 
knowledged byiauthorities of the greatest 
weight in all countries.” Of this report, it 
was said by the president Montesquieu, 
that it was *• une repon.se, a laquclle il n’y' 
a pas de repliqueand stwh wa^ its 
authority, that the present learned and 
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highly respertabic judge of the adnii* * cargo, having &een tmad bdlwel^ 
rafty, ur William Scott, upon being * hostilities between England and Fr<U|ca 
applied tom the year 17Q5 by Mr. Jay, * rommenced. and having been ^reed 
the American ministei m London, lor an * by the Couit ot Admitalty Uybeteatumi 
account ot the print ipiea which govern 'io the claimant and again seized ^ a 
our Couits ol Adinirtltj', and ot the mode ‘Jport of his majestys domimons. otl|^ 
ol proceeding iq those couits, aiisweied /not to have been condemnyf under sgefa 
the enquiry by transmitting to him an ex- I circumstam es, Ihe senjiuice is hpwi 
tiact horn this able and luminous state 1 e>er conclusive, no aupiral having been 
paper ^'1 bis doi ument was transmitted 1 intr i posed in due tnyi^ but the ptoccecb 
by the duke ot Newcastle, the hist loid ‘teieat his majestvjl^isposal, and I should 
ol tli\'Ileasuiy, accompanied by a letter ^oiiccne, thit^?slhe sentence oi ccitt- 
fioin liimseit, addressed to the Secretarv demnation cou’d not be supported, if tite 
ot LigUion horn the couit ot Berlin, of ' o\vm^*H!^s in time to appeal horn it, 
which the followrti^ was an extiact’— ‘ would bt^, j^jpci thit his majesty’s 
‘The late war liiiinshcd many nis/ances ‘lest in them be gi\en up, ten 

‘ which ought to hive coiiviiictd ill J%- 'some peison nominated to receive tbg 
‘ I ope how scmpnlously tin couitl^cic ‘ piocecJstoi ihcuscol the Iicnchownet/ 
* do justice iq on such occ isioiis. '(Signed) Wni. W^nne. Doctors Coipa* 

' did not even avail theinselvt s ol an op?li ' inous, loth 5 <ov. 1%S1 ’— In conseqoea^ 
‘ u u to se I » Ol detain the effects ot the of this opinion, tin proceeds of this sbCfr 
‘ enemy, when it appealed that those el- ^md cargo wcie ^ivimi up, and paid to 
'hctsYicie taken wiougtully belort the agents ot the hreiiih owneis—Loid Sid* 
wir ’—In the Report itself vvas the pas- mouth concluded by saying, lliat the suW 
sage, which he was about to quote, and Jfct upon wln^h then loidships had to d»* 
upon whith he would oflci no othci com- cide, was now btloic them: he had beenr 
ment than tint it most distme tly and loi- miptlh d ty submit it to tlieu considoratUMi^ 
ciblv alliimfel Ihe princn:ffis for which he by a sense of ju ticc towaids individual#, 
w IS now contending, and which he ti listed and bjr an aulent mxicty leu the honour of 
would he solitniily rceogni/ed by then the eountiv The indueement^ to take 
loidships tins night Hiving stated that this step. In felt to be themoic uigent, oar 
the conduct ot civili/cd nations towards aceountot some new doc ti me s and opi- 
each otliei vvas ret^uiaUd by the piinci- nioiis^ unwiitanlahlc, as he thoifght, ill i 
plcsol nilmal tusticc, and that the pio- tliemscIves, and most dingclous in tbeil? 
rtcdiiigs of our couits had been umfoimlvr tench ncy, wine h wcio too likely to gain 
goviiiicd thcieby, and not by motives ot giound, as they appealed to be counte**# 
nitioni 1 cemvenience, it thus eonrlucles naiiccd by tin dethred sentiments and 
'Upon this principle ol niUiiai justice, evident policy of the government. }t 
‘ ritiith shipsanci efhctswionglnlly taken scemedtobe imagined, that ^le flagitious 
' alter the (Spanish wai, and btlorc the conduct ot 1 1 amc, and the' consequence# 

' hrcnch war,have, duiiiigthe lieat of ^hc which hwl icsulted fiom it, had absolved 
' vvai with I lance, md since, been re- ,us from the obligatinii of a strict adber- 
“stouel, by sentence ol yonr majtstv’s cijce to those ptinciples ofgood fiitli and 
' courts, to the Iitiich owmis. No such ,)ustieo, that have been hcietotore {.oiui- 
' ships Ol effects ever wcic attempted to elcicd is mecssuy to keep together t^ 

‘ he confiscated as enemies pi opcity htie gieatfabiic id civil society; audjartbeTi, 

' during the W.II, because, had it not been that the cMstciice ot a gigantic pow^, 

‘ loi the wiong first done, these tile cts ert'atccraud inaintamed by violence and ' 
• would not have b'lcn m jour majesty’s baud, not only gave tlie light ot iesisting< 

‘ dominions’—He would oflei to theti-'^^id letaliatiugupon that power,by mea^ 
lordships only one othei authonty, but it similai to those bj winch it had beeni6f|(»(^ 
was not iiiit nor to that ot the tuimer, if tablishcd, but also justified us, with a vidtef' 
authonty was to be founded on Rncjwlfdge, to'our own immediate interests, m 
'piobity, and expciience: it was that of ploying the same weapon-s against unof* 
sir W. Wynne, who in the year 1781-, tending stales, not pai ties in our quarrels’^ 
soon after the conclusion of the war, re- in hue, thah tor the puipose of enabKng 
turned tins answer to a case* which liad ourselves to tnamlam an equal conte## V 
iJeen submitted to him, as king’s advo- with Fiai\pc, and tocouiiteiact the danj^ 
cate, %y the *lofds cothmissioners of the aming from her exihuded-^oinimon, il> 
Treasury:—‘ I think that tins shiji and was become neces8arv^^^Sg&:rfG^^QW bW 
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exaiWb^n-Against 4oc^es h« 

woit|A«^ pr(^t> m-tbe name of all that 
hitherto given dignity to our councils, 
or-lostro to publiC'. or private character ; 
of all that; by making (ills country the 
qbject of just'and- general confidence, harf 
cantri^ttd't^stablish its reputatihn, and 
to preserve an^extend its influence and 
pt^eK. , He weir^nc\mbered that, in the 
yw. lIQ+i we wehbi^^exhorted from the 
tlironej '■ to render oiirVnnriuct a rontrasi 
to Uiat of our enemies t’^xn exhortation' 
worthy of the high quarter whence it came, 
aii4 which made upon his mimjj^fVJeep 
' lasting impression, in j^f^tortion as 
our adversary exiendtitr Memystematic vio- 
JattOn of all the principles of public law 
and.jnatural justice, it should be our ob¬ 
ject, by onr conduct towards other state**, 
to nianifest more strongly, if possible, onr 
He^tmination to observe and to uphold 
llunm. He,.indeed, could command near!}' 

. ihe whole population of the continent : 
but the spirit by which it was to be ac¬ 
tuated might depend, in- a ^reat degree, 
Upon ourselves. l,et it therefore be our 
endqavoxu'to influence that spirit, by com- 
,]nMding universal confidence in our hn- 
nqur and good faith, as well as re.spect for 
our naval,and military power: let it ap¬ 
pear that, at least in this country, justice 
would find ar sanctuary until the storm 
^»as ov^ipast, and the authority of public 
law could again be diffused throughout the 
mvilized wprid. it had been under these 
hnpressipns, that he had so frequently felt 
it4o be a duty to address the house in the 
cQurse of flxe present session: it was under 
ib^se impressjbns that he bronght foward 
tl^e rfsolutions, which he had now to pro- 
posu; and he would only add, that he 
a)mq|d consider the present, as one of the 
fortunate, because he was conviuceji 
^.vfoaffil be one of the most useful days of' 
life, if the principles upon which they 
jmru folded, and the measures they sug- 
auctioned as they xvc?re liy tiie 
; piWQtice oi'bur agcc-stors, and by recorded 
4 |p^U|}s of the highest authority, should 
.^ieji with their lordships approbation and. 
:ioi;^* 7 -iiord Sidufouth then proposed 
l^foUpwin^fResolutions; 1 . “That it 
ears to bouse that ships and otbA* 
Tipny, to a large number, and amount, 
uiffing to subjects of Ids Dani.sh roa- 
y, jtavc been seized and detained under 
instructions, issucfl before in- 
' was received by tlie B|dtish go- 

pf ,Ae coarth'iencement of hosfci- 
*^10 at fi time when 
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theje was no alleged ot* supposed cause of 
umr, or reprisals; and; w'hmi in pursuit of 
a peaceable and lawful cUmnieri;e, there 
was an unusual accumulation of Danish 
ships and cargoes in our pwts- under the 
most perfect confidence of Recnrily; and 
that tha said ships and ptber property 
have been since condemned as prize to 
tlic crown.—^ 2 . That in consideration of 
the extraordinary circumstances, onder 
whirh the said orders and instructions x’^re 
issued, it is highly expedient, that, ex,/(fept 
tlie purpose of indemnifying such Bri- 
tij,h .subjects as may have sullered frbm the 
sequestration of tiieir property in Den¬ 
mark, tfie appropriation of tiie proceeds of 
the^aieftships and other eilecis should be 
siispeii/lid, so that ny obstacle may be oc- 
xasioofed thereby tjO soch eventual coin- 
pe^lsation to the original owners, as cir¬ 
cumstances may appear to qdinit of, and 
as his majesty, in his justice and liberality, 
may be pleased to direct.—.S. That it 
xvould be highly honourable to the cha¬ 
racter of thi.s coimtrv, that, consiilering 
the peculiar circumstances of the present 
ca.se, all mariners and others, detained and 
taken under the orders and instructions 
aforesaid, shoulil be. released upon such 
terms ijnd conditions as his majesty may 
think fit to reijiiire.—< 1 -. That at the time 
of issuing the ordf ns and in.slructionsiafore- 
said, there were also in the ports of this 
kingdom, many ships, and cargoes, be¬ 
longing to subjects of his Danish majesty, 
which, having been unjustly and xvrong- 
fully brought into the said ports, had been 
decreed, to be restored to the owners ; and 
that many more then under adjudication, 
niu.st, as it appears, have been in like 
manper, decretxd to be restored ; that 
/reight-money, to a large amount, had 
been, and other sums of the like nature 
.must have been, pronounced to be due; 
all xvhich ships, cargoes, and freight-mo¬ 
ney, have, in consequence of the super¬ 
vening hovstilities, been condemned as prize 
to the «crow'n.—V. That it is essential to 
ju.>tice, and to the hpiftmr'of the 'British 
n.mine, as well as conformable to the an¬ 
cient practice of our courts, and'to the es¬ 
tablished principles of the Jaxv of natiuns, 
that elleqtu&l means he adopted<for giving 
to the ow'ners of the said. ships, and other 
property, the full licnefit of tlxe decrees 
prouoanced in their favour by the High 
Coiifti of Admiralty, on by hi.s majasty.’s 
.High Court of Appeal f«f prize** ; and th^ 
adoption of such laeans 'is- .ifhndere<f' the 
imoce .obUgittpry; on the this na- 
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lawfib prizes, on the vessek which, in time | 
of MaCe, we had detained, could bt re- 
ghfM as any thing short of chousing and i 
rascality ? tie thought the motion did 
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dpi^t however, that that nght hon. gent, 
was convinced that he had |ust giounds 
for what he did He did not mean to im* 
peach his public sp,iit, which certainly. 


great honour to the nobfe viscount, and on many occasions, had shewn itself su{jc> 
mustiaisehfln still highei than he atpre^ nor to any prnate motive or t uiisideiation 
sent stood in^fhe opinion of the CountryV whatever . and cun on this subject, fhe 
and avery honeStman. I right hon. gent had seized the occasion 

The Earl of LmH^dale picsscd^upon the i ofsa motion for papeis to dechiie, thit a 
Cdtisideration ol theVhouse, the peculinf more inhuman, a more atiocious,,'ud a 


claim which the Danes BshI upon our pc i 


-I more disgiaceful act neve r hid disgraced 


forming some act of leintmeiation for the's^ny goveinment Ilf had cvcij dispbsi- 
losses which they had suffered. They had non to think well of the politics of the 

■ • . lAa* 1 msr if i t ■* i • 


been particularly impressed witfe^I^ good 
feith of this country^ ami cjrtertained a 
sitting sense ot its horfOM^nd inlegiity. 
By no other means could iny people in 
their situation have been led to send then 
ships to the ports ot England O Biitain 
hail hitherto been cclehiated frn her love 
of justice, her hnnoni, and hn sinceiity , 
m'’this disposition the Danish nieichant 
unwarily confided, ami weic luineci — 
Thi house then divided on yie question, 
that lord hidmouth’s motion be now put: 
Cohtents, 16, Non-conlenls, 3ti Majo¬ 
rity, 20.—^And, cm the touith Resolution, 
another division took place* Contents, 16, 
Non-contents, 37. Majoiify 21. 


* HOUSF or COMMONS. 

^ 'Aiesday, May 17 

[CoNmicT or Makuuis WfilesifY' 
Carnatic Quystion ] Sii Thomas 'l\nrtm 
rose to move his piomiscd Resolutions le- 
specting the deposition of the nabob of 
the Cainatic. He began by recpiesting 
the indulgence^of*fhe house, unconnected 
as he was withtmy paity, and unsuppoited 
by any influence except ss hat might be ex¬ 
pected fiom the stiongth of the cause, 
fefbre be had become a member of the 
houae, attention had been tiuncd totlio, 
siitd*^^ tiiR’cit'nt motions for paptis 
which had been made, and he w is then 
anxious that the matter should be tho- 
uoilghly investigated; feeling, m rom- 
Inon with many others, for the honour and 
good faith of the country When he 
come uitc^ parliament, (he found the* ques¬ 
tion ttill fluting, and did every thing in his 
.pcwtft’tOinduce some othei mcmbei to bring 
» S^ard, preferring to be the seconder 
rst^r than the tuover: no choice, «how- 
ey^j^was left him. The right hon. gent. 
(Il^.~l9lieridan} to whom he had particu- 
larly^ooked, had found himselr in circum- 
stoncei'tbat prvente^is urging the ques¬ 
tion, %s H might h ave much embm’rassed 
IVfflimSkacted. He had no 


maiquis Wtlleslty, who had been cdu- 
catecl in the sinie schdblwitli Mr Pitt, 
and had for some time foUontil Ins steps; 
but^t tfle same time, he h ul no hesitation 
to dccl^, tint it I'c wis guilty ol the arts 
detmlifl in these Itfip'"'. hew is a most 
inijjtopei mimstci foi this coimtiy. is he 
might bung into our comiLils th it tyi iniiv 
which hid disgi iu>d his Indian ^miciii- 
ment —The hon bironct then gave c 
biic* histOMc il view ot the pio_,ies> o. (Iir 
comphnj^’s intciieicntc withtlu (’iniiK, 
fiom tin bi gn nmg of the wai thit i iidcd 
III 175h when thiy siippoiU I one t mdi- 
date toi the musniul in oppo ation to mo¬ 
ther suppoi till by the iiiiicl) cloiMi to the 
ticaty of 1766 with Omilut ul Oifn ili, by 
which (he pijmtnt of a icitain kist w is 
sec uied to the company lint 1u ity ton- 
tinuid till the deith ol ()iiuli<t ul Oiinah, 
in 1801, whin those disgiaieful (lansac- 
tions commcniccl which the light hoH 
i;( lit ojinositc had not ruloinicl moie 
stioncly than they ckscniti <Ri the 5tli 
ot Jiilj ISO), col one I M'IStil aiii allied 
to the |ial ICC of C hepaiik, with tioops, 
under pretence of pievt nting commotion 
at tlv death ol Omdut ul Oimih tin 
their entiance the old mcna h, libouiiiig 
under the rlisoulci whicv in eight dijs 
after leimiiiatcd his existence, sprung 
from Ins bed and begged of mijbi <iiant 
not to expose him to the contempt of his 
subjects, bj- pcnetiating into the inteiior 
cf his p%hct*; and m.nor (»nnt applied 
for instructions to col M'Ntil, who fiom 
|*1Ilb1fves ot humanity did not c ntei The 

tioops, however, remained, surrounding 
the palace from the 5th to the 15th, when 
Omdut abOhirah died, to all appcaiancc 
m perfect amity with the company At 
no pciiod were tour dominions in India 
more ^qiiict and secure than at the time 
when this outrage was committed, under ^ 
the pre tence of guarding against a petty ' 
commotion. On the same ^ay on which 
the old monarch died, the prince, 


his 



SI7] . - 

heir, was dragged from his apartment, and 
called upon to answer to certain interro^jp 
tories, on a charge of treachery preferred 
against his father. He was told that his 
father and grandfather had carried on a 
treacherous correspoiidence with Ilyder 
Alii and Tippop Sultaun, and he, 
though innocent,*was to be deprived of his 
rlominiuns and reduced to the situatiq^i 
of a private j^erson, where he expected to 
be a sovereign ; that his succession would 
be set aside, and another placed on the 
inusnDd, unless he complied with certain 
vcqipsitions which were, that lie should 
give up the civil a’*d military administra¬ 
tion of his possessions, and accept jof an 
indefinite sum to keep up his digniw, and 
of a body guard furnished by tlifl^coin- 
[lanj*.—Tlic hon. baronet gave a niS^^ute 
detail of the various conferences betwe*?*! 
the commissioners of our Indian govern¬ 
ment and tliO prince, who, with the advice 
of two old khans, appointed regents by his 
fatluT, refused to accede to these conditions; 
•though these khans were willing to give any 
reasonable security for the payment of the 
kist. Among the expedients tried in order 
to procure the f)rinee's constiit, intimida¬ 
tion was one. I'roopcrs with drawn swords 
paraded before the lent in which one of 
the coiifei'encos was held, and the prince 
was told that the propositions did not sole¬ 
ly originate with lord Clive, but that they 
were sanctioned hy the governor-general, 
hy the court of directors, and by the Bri¬ 
tish governineiit. Jf the directors had 
sanctioned this conduct, their letters of ap¬ 
probation wouhl, no d(»ubt, have appeared; 
and it was incumbent on those who had 
been members of the British government 
at the time to clear thoniselves, and to {Ic- 
clave that they knew nothing of this traiis- 
,action. But, if they wore silent, he would 
prove that they could not have known it. 
Thu prince, however, still continued to 
rely upon the faith and protection of the 
company, and was at last told to pre¬ 
pare to receive the final resolution pi the 
governor-general, which was, that his fu¬ 
ture situation would.be that of a private* 
person considered as hostile to the Bri¬ 
tish interests. Where was British justice 
then? From the year 1798, when lord 
'^Wellesley had landed in India, the kists 
had been paid with a fidelity almost un¬ 
precedented, and yet this was the result. 
When the commissioners had set a.<!fde 
tl* prince, one would have thought that 
they tfouid hftve applied to the next in 
succession; .butfto: they passed over two. 


Aeatly brightened lest they^’^re goutf^ 
kill him. They found him^owever, 
nerfully well qualified ,td undertake 
\ovorimicnt, and the sdhfereiiccs with hiip, 
Aided ill his ackiioj/fedging that the whow 
light was in tlij/^oinpany, his ancestofS 
having forfeited it by their treachere^. 
correspct^dcnce. The hon. baron^ doi; 
dared thably; should have been ntucli ap¬ 
prized if this ha:^-5i4ft>t been the reialt, 
Azum woijld no doubt be willing to. 
lieve that his ancestors had been capabietKf 
acting very improperly, since they cwt*. 
fined him. This pqjjpetwas presented ^ 
form to lord Clive, on the 26th of July, ahti. 
on the 28th was iastalled in the musnud, piL 
which occasion, none of the nobles attend^' 
ed, except one, who was noiy an outcast, 
from all parties. A treaty was executed', 
on the 31st, in which it was stated that’ 
the heredi*,ary right of Azum U1 Dowlab, 
(0 the throne of his ancestors had beea< 
acknowledged by the company. But this 
being communicated to the governor-gene'- 
ral, this expression of right was objected 
to, and a direction sent to l»rd Clive to 
gel the words altered, if he conveniently ’ 
could, and to have it stated, that Azum had 
been established in the possession.s of his 
ancestors hy the liberality and moderation, 
of the company's government, which li- ' 
bcrality extended to the* provision of a 
guard of their own for him, a promise 
of a sum to support his dignity. But.^ 
what was remarkable in this treaty wm, 
that it in one part gave these possessions^ 
and in another look tliem away. Thp 
rightful prince was, from the 15th ot^Julyy, 
*1802, to the day of his death, conAoedi 
with his mother in the palace of Cbepaak*, 
which was his own private property; bu^. i 
where,'‘notwithstanding, Azum resided.— ^ 
The hon. baronet dwelt upon the impraK^ 
>^,pnce and indecency of placing the prin^p.,':;.; 
in the same palace wTth the usurper, 
stated that as soon as Mr. Addington 
of it, oiders had been sent out to ipaidVap.;. 
liiA. Ijle w’ould not cliarge. the 
concerned 'in this with murder, Auch 
that which was sometimes .proyed. at,, 

.Old Bailey; Ite would t^oi say Uiatloi^j^' 
Clive coujj) have had an lOtenUon to beve^ 
|the prince Bssassinatith; bat^e 
that those who placed 


and opened a negoedadop lylth, Axuili; ..dl| 
Uowlah, who hrom his situidton, thyy apiuei^ 
gined would be most likely to Ctnppiy. 
with all their .requisitions. 
usual ill that couiitrv, had bemrlcepd,, in' 
cinfiiieiuent, and, wihen tak^ 
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%rith th^ireyiteopien were 
in a great degree iinpli* 
ctkm Tiie hon. baronet here adverted 
p^^blet,’entitled The Carriatic 
4^e8tion'%^ted/^ and said that he neve 
read so dis^ceful a defence of any ti-anJ 
actiotvor oty^hich was more catculatei 
tO't^demn tllVnarty in whose favour it 
written, wi^h regard to what had 
.]^ft said of himseKJn it, he pitied thc^ 
dhthor if he w'role frouKnecessity ; if not 
hd despised him. lie hm scarcely eve 
ma^ a production on any political question 
iljat contained such monstrous, hft Inight 
such villainous doctrines.^*^Wa8 it tali 
(Itfensonbfis is/1Jl?^hat marquis Wel- 
Issley was forced to be [frotected? Revert- 
ihg to the situation of the prince, he stated, 
.'t^tthe unhappy man, after several iiieflec- 
tgal’petitions to be removed,^ had written 
d letter, ill which he strongly pleaded for 
being sent to anotlier place, instead of 
being kept constantly in the power of the 
Oiurper, who had only to commit one act 
te finish his crimes. This pAived propho 
.|^1; for the prince not long after died 
fil'a dysentery. Ilo would nut duke upon 
,l^mself absolutely to affirm, that tlicre was 
i^lhething unfair in .this transaction, but 
hb would say, that he believed there was. 
ijil'these transactions he could discern no- 
tUng of the {3i'itish character. The ino- 
*^iaent they passed the Cape, he believed, 
\Vit(i Mr. Burke, that they unbaptiacd 
themselves; and that when tliey landed 
ifi-India, they became something like the 
..Vffad tree, described by a Swedish travel- 
ier, that blastedtand destroyed overy thing 
, jsaiae wilhin the reach of ius' perni- 
influence.—The hon. baronet then 
upon the examination of the 
-"'i'ged treacherous correspondence of 
ah and Omdut-ul t)mrah, w\jh 
and l^ippou, and contended that 
re was nothing in it that could be con- 
sred*as sufficient evidence of <he 
rge. He several times asked the 
baronet opposite (sir John Anstrut-, 
‘ er), whether be would admit such evt- 


was merely a translation of a copy, 
.ptid he asked if any lawyer would admit 
"1iis as evi^Mce. The 9lh was from 
^ppoo tdCtodut al Omrah, in^ which tne 
Mf was ttilcd nabob of the Carnatic, 
tgb the letter was dated* 1792, and 
It 111 Omrali bad ifot^ascended the 
tUh 1796, wbich«iit would 
^thatThe dd^utbent wai* a forgery. 

rent'ihrpugh alfthe 23 
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^tters, commentbig upon each ^parately, 
^cf contending that as they were merely 
representations of third parties of what 
they had heard, they were totally inad¬ 
missible as evidences of the guilt of Wal- 
iajah. - But, even admitting that they 
could- be received as eVidpuce, he asserted 
that no hunesit roan could lay his hand 
upon his heart and say, that they con¬ 
tained any indicaiion of ho.stile iiijf^ntion 
on the part of that prince, or of Clmdutui 
Omrah, much less, evidence suflicie^t to 
justify the deposition of a sovereign ,and, 
tiie usurpation of his dominions. Upon 
the parole evidence he- observed, that it 
was giren by the creatures of Tipjioo, and 
th#iiumediate dependants of the company, 
whoiiylhcy allurnatcly cajoled and threat- 
eiiCjii^iilO giving |uch an account of the 
cdfrespondence as it wua the wi-^h and in¬ 
terest of the British guveripncut, al tlie 
tbne, should be given. But neitlicr liy 
promises nor threats, to tlieir own wit¬ 
nesses, could they attain their oliject of 
inakiiig good the accusation. AiiJ even 
supposing that Willajah or Omdut ul 
Omrah, had been guilty of the alleged 
uifences, what ground did li>s actions 
ailbrd for the punishment of tlie son of 
the latter, and the grandson of tlie iormer? 
iJe put it to the house what rllect such 
conduct would have, were any minister 
wicked or daring enough' to attempt to 
]>ractise it in this couutry ? And was not 
justice the same all over the world, or had 
we one set of principles for India and 
another for England ? With a view to the 
iiitere.sts of the countiy, he maintained, 
that the exten.sion of our Indian territory 
tended only to entail an immense load of 
del>|: upon the country. But this was but 
a secondary consideration, when compared 
with the iniquitous spoliation of an inde- 
pend-ant sovereign. Before sitting down, 
he conjured the house by the ualional ho¬ 
nour and faith, of which it was the guar¬ 
dian ; he conjured his majesty’s ministers 
in the«iiame of the national character, of 
w'hicb they were the pi-otectors; he con- 


in bis court ^in India ? The Sthwfjvred every man in the name of that eter¬ 


nal justice which was the foundation-of 
our happiness here and hereafter, to con¬ 
sider thfi'iiliportance of the vote which .he 
was to give this evening. He was confi-, 
dent that it wts essemial to the securitv of 
our Indian empire to declare that the liri* 
tislf' legislature never would sanction any 
unjust or tyrannical act.*—The hon.-barb- 
ttot concluded a long «nd tokstorly ^cech 
wi^ iooviog the foHoWiiig Resolutionst > 
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llesolrcd, J-. "That it eppeara td tW the treaty of 1702, whidi expreMlji ijv- 

houae, that Mahomnivd Ally, otbeni'iM eluded the htirii and succeasoraof th^to^ 

railed Wallah Jah, nabob d tb6 Carnatic, Ouidut u1 Oimah, and m vittud tljeiieof 
uas in ally of the La<«t India Company, entitled to the licneHts, and boundi^ the 
and undei a vicissitude of fortunes, attend- obsenante of aU the tciins andjit^ttioiM 
ant on the infioduction of the British w tucli treaty Thyt the stida^mce Ally 
poviei m India, adhered to tht^ British /jiusseiit, on his sUKessiun, ^ufossed his 
cause, «hcn it was tndanpeied by the I red!inessaiiddittrinniatio,vfstufctlytofui- 
contuidin^ inteiests and aims of Trane; [ fd all the obligations of tht, sitd treaty, 
thit o^ulcr a just sense of the services so aiii riquncd the tiilfilrnent tlie goties- 
londcnd b\ Maliotmncd Ali>,and viitli |iouuiiit ubiigitiui,^ by the (jovcinnicnt of 
the especial view to fTi\<nt all futmc ton- Indi I —3. 'IJn; Tt appeals to this house, 
frovefsy 11 sptt ling the suettssion to that I tint the govrinnuni ol Matins, at ting 
hin,,doin, in aeknowledgment of the right I unde ^ the auiiiniity of instructions fioni 
111 the person of «the nabob Mahoinincd I the niaitjlfs Wtlksh v, the, goternot ge- 
All\,aii(i in ins hens and succcse^n foi I ncialof India, ri<^(i to admit the said 
cvei, waspiocuied in the treaty coaclmled I pi nice Aljy llgs tin,to succeed to the mas- 
at Puis m the year 1703, and f'fmally I mid of the Cainitn.ni siilueof the wil) 
letogriised therein by the pontis of Jliig-| of his faihei the I ite n ibub, and of the 
laiif and I lance —^That at saiious titJSts said tieaty of 17y^J, unless he would pre- 
since, the Best India (’ompany lu'C tri- siously eun^ent to ni ignominious and 
tend into tliseis xgrctmcnt- and treaties, | disgiaeelul sutrciihi tjf all his ii'hts m 
thiougli then goteriimcnts in India, nith tin (tiiiloiiil ]io,sessions of thr Ciiititic, 
Mahomnied Ally, unde r the chai letc 1 and and accept ni lieu thcieuf an indefinite 
’ title of nabob of Areeit, or ol ll» ( ainxtie, sum is a bounty oi gi ituity fioin the (’ora- 
foi the express piiipose, and with the piny, and on the stead} md digniRci 
jsowed intent, of dikndiiig, )oiiitl> vsith lelusil oHlit said ] mice to accede to this 
their own, the title and lulits ol tlic said iniwoitli} and huniiliating piopositioii. Ins 
nihuh , and tsptciall\ ni two ticalicR con- sutti ssion was set aside, and anothei and 
eluded in the ytais 1787, ind 1702, the I iiioic (list nit l)i.yieh of the Hmily of Ma- 
Ixttii ol winch pillpoits to l)( atieitv rxe-| honniiC I Aill\, niinelx, A/tcni iif Dowlah, 
euted on behalf of tin J ist ind t Com- wisplicidoii the thieiiir nf,t^e Cainitie, 
puiy, tin II luns nd succcssois, and to be on his ice tj>t nice of the i'jenc diegrace*# 
niutuall} binding as well on them is on ful md stivilt conditions—f That it ip- 
his highness the nibol) Maiieiiimied Ally, ptais to this house, that the sud Azeein 
anel his sue ctvstn. Ins elde ^t son Oindiit ul ul Dowlih, was laistd to the musimd of 
Oiinali, and his heirs and succcssois, that tin (’’auntie, in the room of, and thioagh 
sutU tieaty of 1702 umaincd in toiee, the disiiihciison of the lawful sueeessor, 
and as sue li, ubligatoiy on the conflict- pi me c Ally Hussein,—tuiwthe injustice 
ing parties, at the death ol the sud Ma- and Ivianiiy of the aet w is^iot mote dis- 
liomDied Ally, whith Inppeiud ni^ the giaeelul to the Biitish name and character 
scat 170(1. who at hisdeatli w is suettedtti than the unfounded pretexts by whicK if 
b} bis said son Oindut ul Onn ih—lliat is attempted to be justified, inasmuch aa 
the* Slid Onidut ul Omrah died in tlicj tdt pieteiuled tieason of the sani nabobs 
montli of July, 1 SOI, without jiny alteia-1 Malioinmed Ally and Onielut ul Omiah, 
tion Ol modification of the said tieaty has- on which the assmnjition of the Caiiiatic 
ing been made m his life time.—2 ’That j was founded, although allodged'to bases 
It appeals to this house, that the s^nd na- I been lAseoveied two jtars preceding the! , 
bob Oiudut ul Omtah maele a isilj, or r death of the latter prmet, was iieve^ 
testamentary wiituig, by wInch he ? p- .l biought foiwaid duung his life, and couM 
pomUd hib son, the piince Ally Hussein joy no possible tonstBuetioiiafhet the 
Jab ul Omrah, 6ic. liis hen and successor of the said Ally Hussein, the iiiiiocenf 
in the dominions of the Caiiiaiic. An in- uno0ending sueeissoi of the said ^ 

atrunient which if admitted by tl!e Briket This house, therefoie, is of opinion, thafc 
goj eruuient in India to Iiat^e been jcoigpe- the Bi ftisSi powei m India,^intrusted ^6 thd 
tently executed, and in foim, disposition, nianiuis \Xellfflley, has, in this iiistaf]^^ 
pod principle, c onsonant to tb« Mahora- be cij en>ploy^a by him svantonly and mf. 
biedonlpw. That by such will the said justly, to depnve the lawf%il hcirto|;m 
prin<le AUyilusseio became, on saccoed- Cauiatic'of his und4|[bted ri||hts, contrary 
in^to Iigilts Jftf lU8 father, a party tp to^very piineiple of justice dut| 


M 
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in vtol^tiou of tfio Hacrcd faith of treaties, 
an^lo the degradation of the British name 
and \baractcr in India.—5. That it a|»- 
Jiear!! tn^is house that tjie person of the 
prince AuV Hussein, the rightful tiaboh ■* 
Arcot, wasAkOinmiltetl to the custody 
the said ul Don lab, who had, 

through the iimuc exertuhC of the power 
of* the company, usurped his dominions ; 
that the said prit)C^^AIIy Hussein, not 
withstanding tiie frequh(]t rcmoiustraiicei 
and representations made to the British 
government, by himself and others, ^if the 
huiiiiliatuig and degrading sU^^ti which 
he and his falnily \v«uo reduced by such 
coiiKnetnent—notwithsRutding his repre¬ 
sentations of the imminent danfter to his 
life, which he anticipated from being 
placed in the power of his enemy, and the 
usurper of his tlirone, Was suili icd to con¬ 
tinue ill such custody, until the Oth ot 
April, 1802, when he died.—ti. Resolved, 
That policy as well asjusiicc loudly de¬ 
mands the sindiinlion uftliq duiacter of 
Great Britain in Jndi i, from (he reproach 
of the abin e transactions ; and that the 
interests, if not the prcsersaiutn of our 
empire th^re, calls for some public act, 
which will convince the iiatne pr.nces, 
that a lebgious adhereiiie to its emrage- 
njeiits, will. 111 future, cliaractcrize the 
^British gcwcfiiment. ronsislcnlly with 
these sentiments, and at a time when our 
implacable enemy attempts to justify his 
atrocities and despotism in Europe by the 
example of our conduct in India, it is pe¬ 
culiarly incumbent on the house, in the 
name of the gco^le of England, todcclaie 
openly to tho world, that the Biilish pai- 
liament never did, or will coimtenanrc 
any act of oppression and injustice in its 
Indian government. And as evidence of 
^ts sincerity, this house resolves foi thw itfi 
to appoint a committee to inquire into the 
Beforcmeiitioned act of the assumption of 
Carnatic—the alledgod motives there¬ 
of—and into the paiticuiars of the. treat- 


nabob Mahommed Aliy and of the prince 

«« w* • . i_ . 1_ r*' t_- - 



be an 

instruction to the said committee, to in- 

S * uire into, and to report whether any and 
bat reparatioK can, or ought to b« made 
(Q,.tbe said family, lor ths injuiies the^ 
btwe sustained ^ the usarptftion of the 
. Axeem ul tmwdah ; (ftid that they 
rniy futther report tljjDir opinioiwby what 
paeans, ibe ^tish dfiaracter can be most 
from‘the obloquy and 


infirm incurred from the above conduct 
of its servants; and how the British inter¬ 
ests in India may be best secured from in¬ 
jury thereby.” 

iTie question upon the first Resolution 
being put lioni the Chair, 

Mr. IVallace lose and began by saying 
—lu otiering myself to your attention, 
^fl•. Speaker, for the purpose of objecting 
to the Resolutions proposed, and taftliig a 
view of the event to which they relate, 
essentially difiering‘from that state/ by 
the hon. baronet who has just sal down, 
I may be permitted to expri'ss some de- 
gice of surprise, arising from the period 
at whi^ this subject is now submitted to 
the comkK'r.ition of the hou>c. If the 
trans^ion in i|U'’stioii be of the nature 
dej^w^ed in the^sjuech we have just 
liMrd;—if the epithets of foul and atio- 
t ious, which ii.we been repeatedly ap¬ 
plied to it, have been justly applied ;— 
if it does indeed, as vitally as it is said 
to do, involve the faith, the justice, 
and the charaacrof the rountiy;—if it 
IS not brought forviard latherforlho dis- 
tliution of an indiMdual, than as a neces¬ 
sary viiidit atioii of the national honour; 
—it IS surely a matter of just ‘astonish¬ 
ment, that it should not be till after the 
sixth year from the lime it was first 
biought under the notice of this house,— 
that it should not be till after every docu¬ 
ment eliuidating it has been piiiitid-and 
reprinted for the coiiudcratioii of tluee 
smressive parliaments—that we are at 
length an ived at this long looked for dis¬ 
cussion. 1 do not mean to accuse the hon. 
baronet: it is only for a comparatively 
short part of that period he has had a scat 
in this house, and 1 must do him the jus¬ 
tice to say, that since he has undertaken 
the business, 1 am not aware of its having 
. been delayed a single hour on the ground 
of his personal convenience ;—but if there 
are those who concur in his inqiressions, 
who are prepared to manifest that concur- 


Xaent of the fan^ly of our late ally, the A rence by their votes this night, and who 

_. ^ _L Ht-.l_All.J •_Tk__ L _I ___Pv? 1 * 1 


have enjoyed opportuTiities which he has 
th«i4tllR possessed, of appealing to the judg- 
— ' mentof parliament,—it will become them, 
nay, sir, they owe it to themselves, to this 
house, ajid * to their comitry, to repel, if 
they can, the charge of such a dereliction 
of their publictduty, as irresistibly results 
from their having endured, for so long a 
perifid, a stain so foul to disgrace the British 
name—from having left the national faitfi 
and justice, six long jtear^ v^ounde^, im¬ 
peached, dishonoured, and, as far as de- 
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penikd on their riTorts, wholly unredres^ principles of action, and the abu« 4 ’ to 
ed.—Late as it is, it must still be ft inaftCT which they directly tend; it is,n(inott 
of satisfaction, as well to the noble lord these grounds that a pretence of ri»t i* 
against whom the lesolutions are princi* founded; it is on the siolaiioii of^ery 
pally directed, as to all who either from tie of public faiUi, gratitude, an^^rieho- 
personal or public motives feel an interest ship; on the contempt of the vjQi solomh 
in the subject of them, that the aLpusation r'ngagementsand binding dutiMofallian^, * 
is tinally before the house ; and 1 trust .(connected with a sysleme.ltf conduct bf 
that the duciMon of tiiis night (not such,^s jiirieqiuvocal hostility on (he part of the 
aiiticijmted by the lion, baronet, but one ^labobs of the Carnatic, supported by factb 
more consistent with substantial jusliec) ,*o man can denw; established by iiifc- 
will set this question -it lest for ever; that Knees no man ^An dispute, tliat the rights 
it wili not be suffered to t ontinuc suspend- « e as ei ted resS and that this measure was 
ed over our heads, or furnish, any longer, einbr#ced by those to whom the care of 
against the noble Jord and our counsels in the British interests in the East was dele- 
liidia, a vehicle for every species iff libel gated, and whose duty it was to main* 
and calumny, that ingenuity, dlsi^pojnt- tain and pj’otcct them.—^The speech of the 
iiioiit, and rt v eiige can dev ise or^propa- hon. baronet, and tin* resolutions, convey 
gate.—That a measure of the descr jjition but a very imperfect outline of the transac- 
of this now under our (oiisideration shiMd tioii before us: fiqpi the documents on 
iiotixcite clamour and hostility in some j'our table alone, can the real nature and 
qiiaiters, would have been contrary to character of it he collected. From thein 
c\ erv 1 ational probability and expectation, it w ill appear, that owing to the perfidiouA 
^vo III 111 who kiums what has lieen passing and hostile conduct of the successive na* 

' in that part of India for the last thirty or bobs Wallajah and Omdut ul Omrah, it; 
forty years—the eornnitioii'-, the abuses, became the right, and w’os consequently 
the iiiKjnities, that have prevaileil there, the diily^ of the Ihitlsh government to 
but must have foiesecii that a measure provide for the seemity of its interests, ait 
cahulatcil to eiadicate those corruptions, connected with the Carnatic ; the intend- 
to frustrate the Iiopes of avaiicc, to blight ed exercise of tlijs light haring been evad- 
for ever the liaivest of }ilunder and extor- ed by the death of the latter, and not ac* 
lion, would have to encounter a host of ceded toon the part of his#iatural heir, 
foos, and he assailed by detiai tioii in every Ally Hussein, the usual course of siicces-* 
form. But to me, sir, and 1 trust equally sion was changed, and another prince of 
to the house, sui h eiimily is in fact its best the same faniily^ raised, by our power, ta 
lecornineiulatioii—it is a proof that it has the throne.—^'flie considerations arising 
elleclually accomplished one of its most outofhis statement obviously divide thera- 
importaiit objc cts; an object dear to the selvi's into the rights wf possessed ; the 
interests of humanity, and the happiness duty of exert ising those rights, in the 
of millions, by destroying a system the manner and to the extent iti which they 
most baneful that ever existed ; to which were exeiciscd ; and, lastly, the circum- 
iiot your resouices only, but the country stances with which the exen i^e of th^m 
itself, and its inhabitaiith in all their gra- w'cre attended.—Before, however, I pr6- 
dations, were the victims; which degraded efeed to discuss the points I have adverted 
the prince; which impoverished the land-’ to, I feel myself under the necessity of 
holder; which oppressed the peasant; detaining you for a few ruoments, to refer 
which drove labour from the field, and in- to the state and origin of our politfeal coti- 
d us try from the loom ; whichdcpi^ulated neetioh with the nabohs^of the Carnatic, 
the jirovinces, and.spread desolation and ‘ because I am desirous ol correcting some 
misery over the whole face of the laud impressions on that subject, which tbd 
But, much, sir, as humanity, niui h as po- )ion. baronet’s speec^i seemed calculated 
licy might be interested in the extinction to convey.—Those who aro acquainted 
of such a system, had they biven the only with the history of India know tliat tb'd 
grounds of the great measure bdopted; filmily of Wallajali had no hereditaty 
however convinced I migljt have been of claim *to »the situation or nabob of the 
the soundness and the validity of each of Carnatic ; xhaf the wav to the musniid vii 
• them, 1 will readily own I should iiave opened to Ajiwar-ud-deen, his father, by 
thought the justification they furnished in- the means of two assassinations, of whicn* 
complete and unsatisfactory. 1 am too he wasiibtsupposedmobewIwIlyinnooertK 
well aware of die danger of'^tuch alledgod This prince afterwards sunk .wder ^ 
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upU^ arms of the French and the soubali 
ofAtw Deccan, and fell at the battle of 
AOnbli^ pr, vs here his eldest son was at the 
same thi^£ made a prisoner; wliile his se- 
cam! snnj^lahonnned Ally (known svib-| 
seouently o^tho name of Wallajah) fled* 


Mahpdt'WtilesIey — [J2S 

'si^iifh has in every war in which we have 
been engaged, embarrassed the progress of 
our arms, and more than once brought our 
ailnirs to the very verge of ruin; but I 
shall come at once to what bears more 
directly upon the subject of our discussion; 


stript ol evgjv thing, to the forfiess oi || I mean the treaty c oncluded by sir Archi- 
Tricbinopoly ia new nabob was innne-J bald C.'ampbell in the year 1787.—That 
diately appointed bv the victorious patty, I trca,ty^ was in part pecuniary, and in part 
alld the fortunes of the house of Anwar-ud-1 political; it provided an annual swte for 
deefi seemed to be Ibr'feyor extingiiishcdy the discharge of the nabob’s debts, and 


In vain did Mahomnied A*lly proclaim his 
pretended title to the succession; in vain 
implore the fiieiidsbip of the Frencli, by 
whom hisiivalwas avowedly supported. 

' His last resource was f^olicit the protoc- 
titfn of the Rritisb govorinncnfc Fortu¬ 
nately for biiii our situation at the moment, 
ahtl the necessity of preserving our own 
elaistence in the peninsula, for/’cd upon us 
that of rcdstiiig the incruasiug power and 
ambitions projects of France. We ex¬ 
tended to him therefore the protection he 
solicited ; and how we perfoilned our part 
need not now be told. After an arduous 
and glorious contest, success crovvneil the 
Biitish arms, and the eonsequeuMe of that 
abcccss placed Mahomnied Ally on the 
inosnud. Having thus raised him fiom 
the dust, and, in an evil hour, given him 
the possession of a great and lloui ishing 
kingdom, having procured the recognition 
'of bis title both iti India and in Kuropo, it 
is not easy to conceive what services he 
could render that were more than ade¬ 
quate to those he had received—less than 
fidelity and attachment to the power which 
had retrieved the fortunes, and revived 
t1}o splendou;* and power of his house; 
less than a fair participation in the re- 
soivces of the country, gained by our 
arms, to the extent which might be net es- 
Aary to maintain the common interest (^f 
its defence, we could not, in justice to 
oOrselves, demand, and more we did not 
claim.—rTlijs, sir, is the language of alt 
the treaties concluded with this prince, 
and these the ronditiuns of all his ciaiitis 
to the support which he invariably ex¬ 
perienced from the British power.—It i# 
Hot my intention to enter into any details 
fela,tive to what has passed dining tlie 
<»nnexiuu which has so long subsisted,; 
or to give you. a history of the intrigue's, 
corruptions, the imp) tience of our 
Bolirer, the struggles for indijpehdaiice, and 
the unpriiicipleo ambition,*’whicb iiave 
’ befsD -exhibited on the part of thf. nabob ; 

' neither do I Ifican td'dctail the instances 
t|tf bh faidilessness^to all bis engagements, 


for a large military .^ulisidy, for wlimh it 
appointed a landed security ; and if pre¬ 
cluded him from entering into any politi¬ 
cal negociations or conl/ovorsics w ith any 
slate oiupower, without the consent or ap- 
protiatiwi of the jiresident in council of 
Fori St/tJcorge. 'I’hc alledged distresses 
of tj^ nabob, and ,the diHiciilties he pro- 
fe^>d to feel in fulfilling his pecuniary 
engagements, induced lord ('.ornwaliis to 
I’oiisent to .1 revision of this treaty ; and 
in ton'<cijui‘n« e of that ^cvl^ion a new 
treaty vv.is eoncluded in 179'J, between 
the British government in India and Ma- 
liomnied Ally, known by the name of lord 
Cornw-alli.’s treaty. By this engagement 
the naboi) was relieved I'roni a large pro¬ 
portion of tlie burthen of hi, payments, 
and his son Omdut-ul-Umrah was acknow¬ 
ledged as his successor.—For this modifica¬ 
tion of our rights, for tins relief of the na¬ 
bob, what was our compensation ? A re¬ 
cognized power of assuming the civil and 
military adininistration in ti.in* of war, 
which we had before really jiossesscd, 
and practically exorcist d ; a sei urity, 
supposed more ellieient, for the legular 
and permanent discharge of the military 
subsidy ; and a renewal, in more ^irccise 
terms, of the article precluding all politi¬ 
cal correspondence between the nabobs of 
the Carnatic and foreign ])oweis, without 
,thc knowledge of the British government.* 


* Tenth article of Treaty of I7y2_ 

“The said Nawaubshall receive regular in- 
formatisn of all negociations which shall 
re<ato to declaring w-ar br to making peace, 
ff^ercin the saitl Company may engage, 
and the interest of the Carnatic and its 
depeiid^nrics may be coheerned; and the 
said Naiyuifb shall be coiisidcn’d as an 
ally of the said Company in all treaties 
which shall in tany respect aftect the Car¬ 
natic, and countries depending thereon, or 
belohging to either of the contracting 
parties contiguous thereto; and the said 
Nawaub agrees that he will xtot enter into 
any negociation or political coitespon- 
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This treaty, exhibiting on our partnothy^ 
but cunaiileration for the situation and 
feelings of the nabob, and giving us addi¬ 
tional rUiims to hi*, attachiiieiit and grati¬ 
tude, wdv scarcely concluded, before it 
was ba.^cly \iolated, not in its letter mere¬ 
ly, but in Its vital spirit and fundamental 
principle. While it was yet actually ne- 
gotialing, the nabob will be found to ha.e 
LoiniMknced a conespondence, not with an 
allied or friendly power, but with Tippoo 
SuUami, the sworn elieiny of tlie Biitisli 
initioir^ With whom peace was only '• pi‘< - 
p.nation for war, anil the un.lismii'ed pur¬ 
pose of whose hostility was the total ex¬ 
tirpation of our name fioin the per>in,uia 
of India. A piince, whose v,i\ :lit d^id 
thought bore testimony lit iriuom leable 
li.ite ; who>>c dailj im ditations and u^'dit- 
ly dreams, jiiiNented to him but one oiS 
jed, and Uiat.object the de tiin non of our 
einpne. With this man, di ! tlie nabobs, 
W^dlajah and Onidiit id Omiali, (buiii 
^ ftarlies to the tivaly of 1702.) wii..c the 
ink was yet wet with whuli (I'cy sigm.l 
their engagements to be faithful to us ; in 
<onlempt of that sulcinn tie, in defiance 
of CM ry Londition bj which tlieir power 
was enjoyc I ; with this imui, did they so¬ 
licit tummunion and coriespondence; to 
his pvoji (ts did they become accessaiies, 
and tor his s<iccesses, did the a<^eil Walla- 
ph (as he tells iis) wc.iry luaceii witli pe¬ 
titions. Successes winch could only be 
obtann d by our loss, and liium[>hs wlimli 
could aiise only fiom our buiniliatioiis 
and defeats.—^Wbat rights S'lth perlidy, 
when deli-ct( d, cionfers, 1 .shall discuss pre- 
seiitU. 'I’he fust question is, whether 
there is suil'cient proof in the documents 
b'*! ire the house to establish the cln'd’ge. 
—1 remember, sir, aright lion, gciit. (Mr. 

• Sboudan,) who formerly called our atten¬ 
tion to the subject of the jjrescnt discus-, 
sioii. and uu whose puworliii aid, the hoii. 
haioiiel has told us he )duccb his chief re¬ 
liance in this day’s coiitlicl, when address¬ 
ing you on one of the pretiminarydiscus- , 
sions relative to thef piodue'tion of papers, 
implored the house to weigh well the ere* 
licacy of the silnution in w’hich it stood, 
111 coming to the consideration of this 
transaction. Who, he asked,Ves the ac- 
k oiisei ? the British gewernmeot. Who 
the judge r the British government. To 

whom accrued the benefit of the convic- 
___ 1 

cTence with any Huropean or native pow¬ 
er, without the consent of the said Com¬ 
pany.” 

• • 


.•Ption ? the British government. Thisjstir, 
is true ; and 1 hope with these im^es- 
.sions, and with an honest wish to dj^ide 
without prejudic e, I entered uponjire cotj- 
sideratiun of it. * I know not credit 
I may have with thd lion. g/mt. whei| Jt 
declare the icsult of that cu'iitideration Uf 
have been, a constieiitious conviction, that 
the charge against the nabobs was sub- 
< taritiatcel. 1 do not me.iii, that the evi- 
(jeiie e is such as the strict accuracy of si 
British court of justice might require; but 
tluit tjjeie aiiacs fiorn it that degree of 
presumption, on whit h nations have uni¬ 
versally at tt‘d, and on which nations must 
act if tlu'y have '’^iiy regard for theic * 
s ifety. 'Wiere is reason lor caution un¬ 
doubtedly, but caution ought not to de- 
gciKi.itc into timidity; and I own .1 
should have, little /espect for that man, 
and think biin little fitted for his situa¬ 
tion, who, eiitni-ted with the affairs of a 
gre.it jKojile, fiom apprehension of the 
cl.unoiir of the* misrepresentation and injus¬ 
tice he might eventually exiicrience, could 
consent to sacrifice one atom of the in- 
teiest.s hoi was delegated to preserve.— 
The evidence is of two kinds, partly to be 
found in the correspondene e, and partly 
ill the conduct e»f the nabob. The first 
|)url I shall consider is tiie coriespoadence. 

— A.fter the fall of ScMng.e)3at.iiu, it is 
known that all the papers of the sultaun 
ft II into the hands ol the British guvem- 
ment. In these jiapers v/avs discovered 
the various negociatioiis in which he had 
been engaged vvitli ililR-rent powers, and 
amongst theiii, a t orres|lioiMrence impli¬ 
cating the nabobs Wallajali and Oindut ul 
Omrab, carried on through the vakeels, 
who attended the sons ol Tippoo when 
hostages at Madras, for the performance 
of the conditions of peace m 179^.— Of 
the authenticity of these papers, the hon. 
baronet has not ventured to express much 
doubt. In fact, sir, they are sa recog¬ 
nized Ijy the evidence of the vakeels them¬ 
selves, through whom thc> communications 
passed, that it is not necessary to rest on 
the circumstance of their transmission by 
the governor general, whose authority, inw 
dependant of that circumstance, I woukl 
npt condescend to balance against the sup- ’ 
position the khans, lliat*it was possible 
they might hale been introduced amoi^ 
Tippoo’s pkpeio, by enemies of the naBoo 
Omdut ul Olbrah.—^Assuming then thetjt 
aiitiicntieity, they {fgve in thj^nrst insta^c^^ 
that a correspondence was carried on bV- 
tw'een Tippoo Sultaun and the nabobs of 

) 
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the Carnatic, throu|;h a secret and un-j^ey the real sense and purport of the 
a:ti«iv«d channel.—Jully am 1 aware of the Irettev** from which they are drawn, is 


-Fully 

spirit of intrigue prevailing among llie 
pnnV> of India ; and 1 admit, that a cor- 
respondtece, which, in Euro{>e, would in¬ 
fer a viOltn^n of every tie of honour anil 
^od faith, may not, in the native courts, 
he always to such an imputation: 

but, to that 1 must an->\ver, that the British 
government was known to act on other 
principles; that it was known to appre¬ 
hend danger from sucli coirespondente i 
that it h.icl anxiously precluded them in 
two successive treaties, and that the ivihobs 
had every reason to he sufliciently con¬ 
scious of the interpiulii^ion we should put 
npon, and the iiulignction vie should feel, 
at the discovery of such chindcstinc iii- 
torcouise. — The first observation, then, 
that presents itsc-lf is, that any corics- 
pondence betwei-n (he partied m cjiicstion, 
was at least a groniul of grave suspicion. 
Next, that a roi rcsjiondence cariied on in 
defiance of the warnings arising out of the 
treaties, and with a eertainiy' of the feel¬ 
ings that would he excited by the cletee- 
tion of It, could not he one’ of idle fonii or 
empty i ompliment; that it musf hav'c had 
distinct objects, and objects of an inteiest 
commensurate to the risk ineurred; ob¬ 
jects which (lemamlc'd sccrc’cy, and ren¬ 
dered the pry;cautions resorted to, not su- 
tperfluous; that this eorrespondenro must 
therefore have been of a nature, not less 
important in itself than inconsistrnt with 
the relations of good faith, common in¬ 
terest, and friendly I'oiinertion, in vthich 
the nabobs stoocj towards ilie British go¬ 
vernment. afuch, I .say, would be the in¬ 
ference fiom'thr very exi.stcnce of a se¬ 
cret correspondence, between parties so 
circumstanced as the nabobs and Tippoo 
Soltaun. The one, our ally, united to us 
by every tie that can besiippo.sed bindirtg 
on man ; the other, instigated by’ the most 
inveterate hate, and in the very act of 
meditating, if not preparing hostilities 
against us.—If lliis interference b< a just 
tine, the object of mquiiy is, next, whether 
there is any thing in the contents of the 
papers themselves toonvaliibite or destro^P 
it, or whether they are not, (as I think 
thijy will be found to be when fairly ex¬ 
amined,} calculated to confirm and sup¬ 
port it, and when combined vtith'siibsp- 
qoint events, to establish^ it peyond the 
possibility of refutation.—fjje lion. bart. 
Mjt objected to these papers as being ex¬ 
tracts. It ilk true, fc t they ard so; but 
Mtat diey are fairly taken, that they con- 


proved, by their having been exhibited to 
the very parties who wrote them, who, 
disposed as they appear in the couise of 
their examinations, to make the iiiter- 
prcfatioiis they give most favourable to 
the itiiiocence of the nafiobs, would uii- 
dgubtedly have urged the objection, had 
they recollected or perceived the omis¬ 
sion of any passages in the letters, likely 
to contradict the ob\ioiis tenor of the ex¬ 
tracts pniduced.—To the general tiXth of 
what IS related, (though the cxpiissions 
of personal regard may jie, as iiuh cd they 
are said to he, occasionally lieigliiv m d,) 
th« vary situation in which the vaktds 
stood, war, .is well as their siibscijiicnt 
examinations, ample testimony. It is 
spafre possible tfl inmguie a statement, 
generally speaking, more to be relied on, 
than one m.ide by iiiinistn's without any 
vi-ible in'eic't to deceive, intended for the 
guidance of their sovereign’s conduct, and 
of a sovcieign too, of the character of the 
soltaun, whose vigiirnce would prob.ibiy 
have detected, and whose arbilr.viy and 
cruel disposition would liave Icrl liini to 
punish, any material deviation from the. 
truth, with the last, and most cxeinplaiy 
severity. — The general style of iliese 
papers is that if extravagant adulation 
toward, the sultann, and had thc’y con¬ 
tained no more, I should ha\c, in a gnat 
measure, agic'cd with the hon. baioiiet, 
that they would haio been little entitled 
to our utUntion, as vve all know, that in 
the inflated teims of eastern correspon- 
donce, assurances of attai liincnt and dev o- 
tion, moan frequently noihiiig beyond 
common coniplunent, or at mc.st, geiicial 
friefidship and good will.— But to come to 
the papers themselves: it is with regret 
I feci that the lion, baronet’s speech has 
' imposed upon me the necessity of enter¬ 
ing info a detail that may be fatiguing to 
the house; but I can assure geiitlenicn, 
that 1 shall detain them no longer than 
may be nbsolutedy requisite to do justice 
j^^thc cause I am supjioning, and will call 
their attention to those points only, which 
appear to me most important in <li reeling 
uiir judgment, and which are generally 
confiimim by the concurring tostiiiiony 
of the vvitiicsY^s examined at Vellore.— 
The first paper, with which this singular 
corrfsporidcrce commences, relates two 
separate conversations, which ap]>ear W 
have taken place between the nabob*Wal- 
lajah, and the vakeels of Tippoo, oa tho 
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10th and 13th of June 1792. It shoAh/ 
scorn, that from the events that had takrii 
place in the course of the last years, tl»e 
nabob entertained some doubts of tlie 
manner in which his proposition ini^ht be 
rccoi\ed, and that some management Avas 
requisite in the* iuiioductiun of 'it: he 
thcrefoie begins by an address to the rul¬ 
ing pas'>ion of Tippoo's mind, his bisjotry 
and ;t!ltbitioii to be universally considered 
as the chief pillar and champion of the 
Mahq^iimcdan faith, fn this character, the 
nabob directs his addicss to him and 
follows up his exnressiuns of attachment 
to the faith, and to*him the protector of it, 
by reprobating, as a rouft deracy ^arip,pd 
for the subveiMoii of religion, the war re¬ 
cently concluded. A w'ar, (if c\er there 
AS as one) strictly just and defensive oh ji^r 
part, urrd dciiving its origin fionr tlie un- 
Aran antable Rggiession-> of the riienry; 
after then advi iting to the events of loiiner 
hostility as jiast reeal, the nabob deelari s 
his desiie to establish a cunlial liaiiiioiiy 
AAitli the sultauii, and eanieslly solicit-, the 
raked to foirrard hispurpo^c, as pregnani 
rvitli gieat and numberless benefits to both 
parties. Thus, sir, is laid the iouiulatiun 
of this extraordiiiaiy lorre'-pondente, an 
riiteicourse belrrecn the nabobs and liie 
Miltaiin.—Tlie subsequent (onrersation i» 
Slid to have passed in the piescnce of loid 
t’oinrvallis, llis expressions of altaeh- 
nient to Tippoo, Ins dislike of the rvar, aie 
both expressed mdied, but expressed in 
inoie guaided Uniis. The ciriumstaiite, 
liomrci, to rvliicli I paiticiilarly wish to 
(all 3 our attention in the convi rsation, is 
this, that not one syllable is bte.ithed, 
rrhich indicates the connection ire had 
piojiosed ill the I'oriiiei one. It, <is it lla. 
bi-eii jin tended, this w.is perfectly iiiiio- 
cent, if he was acting onlr in < oidoiiiiilr' 
to the rribhes of lord ('ninwalli.s, and this 
comicctiuii rvas held nut men Iv to lorui- 
liate the sultaun, rviihont aii}' serious in¬ 
tention attached to it, why this ditlJ'icnce ? 
why the suppression of ail mention ol that 
rvhich, if knorvn, c-euld, on tltese supposi¬ 
tions, be known only to his adrantago 
The next letter oir rrhich I rvish to fix 
jyour attention, appears marked No. 4. 
riic contents of the interr eninli rnes are 
confined to the sultaun and iris ministers: 
they relate to a rrriling and^a couplet eoii- 
nected rvith a secret commission he had 
emiusted to them, .and rrhich is satisfacto¬ 
rily ^plained in the evidence : on them, 
therefore, I shfjll ofler no comments, but 
shall come to No. 4. In this also a con¬ 


versation is related belrveen tire uaaMih 
Wallajah and the vakeels, in wrhichfthfe/ 
former, alter again connecting the awaun 
with the cause and inainten.iucjs^f reli-v 
gton, and praying to <iod to pijlterre hiro^ 
victurioivi and triumphant, is>reprcsentedi 
as adverting to his formr-r conversations’ 
and the proposition he had oflercd, uud 
inquiring if the vakeels h.rd communicated 
It to the sultaun, and received <i favourable 
SMisrver. Tin y replied, they had cuiitmu- 
nicated it; and then proci-eiled to convey 
the ai *rrer rr ilh rvhich thc'y rrere chai'ged, 
and rr Inch amounts to a I'cady acceptance 
of the proposition, ,,{,'*1 the ground of that 
tiieirdsliip rvhich ought to subsist amongst 
the piuiessors of the Mahuniedan f.iith.— 
It I.S at least manifest from this letter, that 
the nabob attai lied an iirter[iretation not 
quite consilient rritli Irarreir compliment, 
to the proposition rv Inc h he liad hazarded. 
Had he felt that itrras in the common 
eouise of eomplimenlary inteieouse be¬ 
tween piincea; had he felt that in that 
light, tlie sultaun would h.irc received 
and int 1 prcteil it, rr hy this solicitude for 
an answer which, in its nature, could be 
iiotiimg hut an echo of his orrn idle and 
empiy compliment? The following letter 
still iiioic confirms my iiii'erciicc, and 
show-, that in the mind oC Tijipoo, iio 
more than in that of tiie nahoh, rrus then 
pio|)osilion 111 question considered as a 
inc'ie iinsubstaiitial illusion.—Tins is a let- 
tci I’lom Tippoo Sultaun to his ministers, 
expie.sive of his sense of the friendship 
Ilf the nabob, ami the ki|idncs-. shemr to 
his sons, rrith the strong intimation of his 
hope that the nabob rrould do rvhatever 
may tend to the support of the leligion of 
Mulionied.—\\ liat pieeise expec tatiori this 
is intended to convey,IS heyoiid ni}'power 
tc ascertain rrith di.stiiiitncss, but the na¬ 
ture of the SI rvices looked for, may be in 
some slight dogice coiijecluicd, as w'ell 
fiom rrh.U is deeured generally ntiessary 
to the >uppoit of the c.iiise ol the Maho- 
.•iiiedan faith, iiainely the c o-operatioii of 
all Mussulmans for the destruction of 
iiitidels, as fioin th{j kiion-n riews and, 
sentiments of the sultaun, and the services 
we shall find hereafter to have been actus 
al'y rendered to him by the uuquestion# 
able fidelity of tliti our ancient and trusty 
ally.—Notvyilhj^andiiig the contempt wj^tlt 
which the wgrtny baiouet has allectcxl to, 
treat the correspondence general]}', be 
vouchsafed, nut w'itl\ 9 ut reasttti, to honour 
the next paper with a considerable portioli. 
of bis attention, 'aijd laboured, if uot sue- 
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ce8^Qlly,cr.rtainlyz£alQU8ly, to destroy (he* <<^iirumstfln<’C. tt is said too to be so 
efiew which such a paper cannot fail to auktvard and ill-coiitrived, that it never 
proAce. Jt professes to be the key to a could ansuer the purposes of secrc^sy: He 
cypher^it bears the s{ronf;ost internal it .so, he it as wantinsf ingenuity as you 
evidcncc^haviiig been contrived for co|- will. What is il.s ingenuity to the jnir- 
respondcnca embrachig political ^.ulijects, pose ? Ingenious nr otherwise, it is still a 
and is authenticated by the signature of cypher’, and no cypher ss iiistiliiled cx- 
Omdut ul Omrah himself.—Ally lleza cept with the intention of com-ealingwhat 
Khan, one of the vakeels, givc.s you the i.<r supposed to n'quire eotieeahnent. If 
history and intention of it. ilu is asked we make this ridinission, (and hrw i.s it 
if he ever saw the p.iper, he says, ‘I to he lefused) if \vc believe the account 
‘ have—it was instituted hy Wnll.ajah for gi\cn by All\ He/a* Khan, which there i.s 
‘ the purpose.s of secret coininuniviiition, no r<\ison to dispute, c.in we douHi that 
‘ and the original, I believe, is written in the correspondence of whith tliis eyjiher 
‘ pencil b}^ Khade.r J^waz, or some, per- wa.s the intended instalment, in (ir of 

* son about the naljw Walldjah.’ He nc^‘es-.tfy' at a future time, w.is felt to 
says afterwanls, « To my kndwicilgc it be of* a nature to iiivohr matters to 

* was never brought into use, it luwiiig wliieb cuncoalnn .tt w.is essential ? .md to 

* been intended for use after the departure ulu< turrcsponduici . ueb a concealment 

* of the liohtngi'S, in* case tvf necessity.* <^uld be cs’.seii(iiil, r-xcept to one, repug- 
Again, ‘ It w'as delivered to (ihulam Ally n.im to the existing engagements be- 

* Khan by Khader JS'euaz Khan, and to tween the nabobs of the ('arnalic and 

* me at my departure (to Seringapal.mi) the Hritish government, 1 ow n myself iiiea- 

* by Gholam Ally Khan, wlj,o told me it pahle of imagining, and must rely on ihoise 

* had been composed for conmnmii'ation who sigtporl the resolutions to explain,— 

* between Tippoo Sultaun and the nabobs Were the evidinee drawn from written 

* Wallajah and Oindiit ul Omrah. That a papers confined to tins doeumeni, coupled 
' copy should be given to Tippoo, and the with the details already adserted to, and 

* original brought back to Madras. Tip- combined with Mib.scrpient ciicuinstaiKes, 

* poo Sultaun, however,' kept tiie origi- I should think it far Ironi inconsiderable. 

* nal.’—No ,oue will feel siirpii/e that We have the proposition on the part of 
(Some pains should he taken to discredit the nabob—the acceptance on the part of 

and invalidate tin's fatal due-imcnt; but Tippoo, and in coiisequcnco of the har- 
tiil the ingenuity or eloquence of llio hon. moiiy, as it is called, so established, a cy- 
gent. can erase the contents of it, till pher manifestly calculated for torrespon- 
he can rail away the signature tliat au- deuce on political subjects, and avowedly 
thenticates it, ^r completely pervert the devised to carry on the purposes of such 
course of human undcr..,tandiiig, hero it correspondence, wlienever the present 
remains, and will ever remain, an irre- channel of eonnniiniialioii betw'eeu the 
fragable testimony of the faithlessness and parties should cease to he open. To have 
duplicity of which it was devised to be ihu* cOnviyed to Tijipoo, under every pre- 
the instrument. We are told cyphers are caution of secresy, the means of comiuuni- 
comnvin in India—it may be so; hutvlo cation, means which anticipated all the > 
be used, I apprehend, as cyphers are chances of interruption with a providence 
habitually used in Europe, in cotifuleii- and anxiety nothing but objects tlic most 
tial cofiiniuiiications between a mini.sler important could call forth, would, in it- 
and his court: but this I believq is the self, prove the eager solicitude in the iia- 
iirst instance uf the history of cyphersi hob tosnaiiitain a connection w itii a prince, 
in which one was everde.vi8ed to be the wiio,inexorably hostile towards the Hritibh 
means of communication between tw»5 ^wer, not only habitually cherished, but, 
courts ; if there ever was such an instance, at the very instant, was meditating hostile 
I shall be most thankful to learn where, it projects against it. Had we no more than 
is to be discovered.—In his endcavours,.to this, 1 .saiy,'it would w'arrant, not simply a 
throw discredit on this documept, the hon. suspicion of tiie iiio.st faithleiffi designs, lint / 
baronet has resorted to tl]f: observation of would amount^ if not to a literal iniractiou 
the key and the cypher oein'g upon the of the sub.sisting treaty, at least to a vir- 
BSipne p^ier. 'Hie very mSde, sir, of its tuaf violation of the vital spirit of it, and 
truumissioi^ in the jg^arse of which it was justify the adoption of mea.surcB for tYle 
Co pms oAly through the most confidential protection of our rights and interd&ts in 
hands, may sufficiently account for this the Carnatic, from the fitjury to which 
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th<>ymightbe exposed by the mfidelitj^oiAsuItaun’s inteiests^nd ad\ice for the r«i- 
tieoehery ot our ally —About this ju iida gulatiou <»t Ins conduct as arising out ot it. 
it appears that Ally Rc/a Khan niadt a They alike cv] ir^ssly ictrrtothe goot^un* 
jouinry to S« iingipatam , it is imiitiontd dcistinding letuilly cstablisiucl, and may 
in llif mxt Icttci, the piincipal object of bi iiotunfuily idmittcd isapmsfot the 
It is explained by theevidmce is liiving natuii rl (hist seni^is ssiuch/lu suUauti 
bleu to impiiss, with gitalir forgs upon appni to haie ixpietid lion' the nabobs 
the mind ot the suit tun, the rcpiisenti* is (iiiiiiiif, to the suppoit ot theMihom- 
tioiis ot loid ( oinw'illis, ulitne to tU incdui tilth —Jdeti e I pioieed to the 
piisoy,eis still fliluiud, md thi ciuiltv loiilintsot llusc two li(teis, 1 beg to be 
ivithwhieh they sveie tie iti d , tin illu a 1 iwi d to put il to i sety man who bears 
sums in it lie said to opply to loid ( oin iin , w ith w h it ijnpie ^lons he would leain, 
wailis’%nil \\ all ij ih On this lei tu [shall Hut a pu on who hid itiened the 
not ditiin you with aiij unnik oi\oiid i ost ^ib tiiitnl biinfils tioni this euuii> 
calling the attentvm ot th house to the ti,,who in tint lined by its bounty, and 
jouiney adviited to, 'iiid the peyoil il < xislm^ hut by its oteetion, afiei soli- 
whieh it took plaei Ipiouul tl tn *10 i tin., nnl/ loblislirn^ iseue intiitourse 
the two wliieli toMow Ihey lu bom with itnin^ii power hid bunditei'ed 
Tippoo to the jiibohs W ill |ih ind Oui- in ei nu y iii^ to it iiitilli ,eni i, and sug- 
dutulOinrih the' untiin little mor* gi sting ionii'.els loi ^he goviininent ot its 
thill ploh■,^lons ot It lid mil iniiit ob me lines at*i [iiiiod t< o, when, though 
scivalion only on aitountotthi ipplit iionimilly it pi lee it was kmwn not 
lion III SI me ot ihc ili situations m the e\ < iily toenUiti n thi moit nnetti itt en- 
jiliii, IS ‘ the well wisliei oi niiiikin I to niity lowaid iis, but w is suspected oi ac- 

* (he 11 ibol) \\ allij ih, ‘ the distinguislu d 111 t lly pi< p ii #i^ to in etlei t to that ett- 
tuondship’to \lly III/ikh III iiie ee m 1 iiiity Sujiposc, t i nislmie, that one 
ot till St, how evil tioin i npposul lnviil undutliis^ui niiistanus hid been de- 
nii I iki 111 the title o( It, h IS bien selieted tilted ii my timi,in wiit ngto the 1 leneli, 
h\ ih< hon bnou t, indtiiatulas uon- oi tuiy Ionian goieinimnt atlualed by 
iiUid libiK itiin II, sii then js om ^celiius s mil u lo,thost ot I ranee, m teiins 
httu inori tliin moll ti, tli it beats inlei oMlii kind ‘ 1 he e iiidiiet yon aic pur- 
iiil einltnu ot its own inthentieity it is 'suing ixiitts siisjneion—bt^ moie caii- 
tliis loi in till wlioh eolhition theie is * tions—tins is not the niument to eom* • 
send one ol so littlr import inif II id 'mtnee hotlines willi my piospeet of 
those wiio lonilueted tlu tiansietioii, m ‘ uhmtigi flure is now iniimstuwho 
(jUt sliMii Ikui eapihlc of condt SI ending to ' tiij w s tlie eonfidenei ol the countiy— 
my loiguy is tin me ms oi yvaiiaiitiiig it, 'who is i ipible ot calling out all Us le- 
had they 11 ally iiitioduei d i fictitious let- souiecs, and diuetii g th^iu agimst you 
tel into tlie eoiuspondiiiei, it IS lint suitly with energy mdsmetss—wfiit i little — 
piisuining much to suppose that tiny ' sy inptoms oi i iiiuige m ^ur counsels 
would hue nitiodiiced oiu that mi^lit ' m iiiih si tlu nisi lies ind thue appem 
hive home sliongly upon the point it was 'tlieeliiiui ol asimissoi the veryie- 

• lilt 11 11 ituial object to estihlish, and fioin 'viiscof tin inimsiii 1 have disoiilied; 
wliieli poweitul iiilirenees might be de ‘ when tins elunge tikes place, yoiwiiiay 
eluetd lint Irom this it would icguiie ‘'piosmite youi hostile pi iposes without 
moiethiuhuinan ingenniv toextiaet my ‘ ippuhension ’—Oi,iniagmo,sii,thtdc- 
thiiig oi re il nnpoitani < And il it be i sign of the hostile power to be the i/ivasion 
fabiii ition u not only mipiobd>b m of this kingdom, and the gcison I am sup-* 
i+^peit to the ehaiaeter, and uiiwuithy oi 'posing hid wiitteii ' Do not attempt to 
thte ilnluy of tliosi to wiium it must b * ' imadc (ire it liu'im [[ere e\uy man 
atttibutul, but ecitamly the most giatui- ' fs deiuted to the goWiimnintol his eoun- 
tous md unprofitable one that evri wis ‘ tiy, and cveiy aim will be i iistd to 
eommiUed—The harmony and union be- ‘ diive yonfioin its shores—Here your 
mg thus,SII, established, the lctter*wt now ' attempt cin only e\post ymtouiCMta- 
aie to considei l)e,,iiis todisphv the fiuits ‘ bli de'striti tion hut, theie are other 
of It, to this I sliall ]oni ho 12, bei ause 'puts ofthts Bilish enipiii more vulnei#- 
the obseivatioiis, applicable to that iin«ie- ' bit, where y#>ii»mav possibly find less of 
dutfely befoie me aie, magieat degree, ' niiioii, or less pitpaiation to icMstyoijf 
^pliAblc to* both They alike convey ‘ utaeks ^ tht'tt? dn^it youi #orts , but 
mtelligem e of dbn»iderable moment to the ' as you tender \ our hopes ot success, or 

VoL XL / 
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* your escapp from destruction, avoid an 4^8^ dangerous connection with the French, 

* invasion ol iMigland.’ If, sir, such jGfit to cumuitinicate witii them less direct- 
counseli Here detoctfd,accoinpanieil with ly— to n tiaui for the present from open 
every e\|)rcssioji ot attachment and devo- c<uresponds luc, and to conhiie hisintcr- 
tion to tlv^ power and ter its cause, 1 ask, course to verbal communication. To tlie 
What wotKd be the. inipresMon on eicry nature of tliai intercourse v e must, thore- 
uuprejudiced mind ? scouid it be,'lhat this fore, conclude the nabob jto have been no 
was done iu'lhe spnit of loyalty, and zeal stranger, and Ins suggestion the result only 
fer the service ot this country ?—that in of his inlerist for its safe continuance, 
one in<<taiie(‘ tt was to obsiate the calami- without intcnuption or observation fioni 
ties of wai—III llu; other, to avert the us; an intercuuise doubtless most friend- 
perils of invasion from thc.-hores ot Eng- ly to the fintish power : between patties 
land? Or, Is theie <1 man who would m)t such as Tippoo Suhaun and lue I'tench, 
feel that such counsel must be intended bow could it be otheiwise —I shall con- 
fijr the benefit of the adverse pow'er, and elude niy remarks on these inipoitnnt do- 
that it spoke the language, as it betrayed ciuneiUs, by' observing, that the iiitelli- 
tlie heart, of an enemy and atfraitor ?— gi',ice contained in them is, in both iu- 
Having made this observation, I beg the stain t's, re fen. • to the union end iViciid- 
attention of the house to the letters in ship established bit'veen the nabob and 
question. They relate two n^essages con- the sulUun. Both ni4tinces proie the 
veyed through Kader Newa/, Klian, a pci- hostile designs tlioii meditatyd by the lat- 
•on enjoying a great shaie of the coiifi- ter ; and that tin- nabob, niilhei Ignorant 
d^ce ol the nabobs of the C'arnalie. of tluan, or unsolicitous for th< ir suecess, 
Tippoo, as it seems, was endeavouring to was jn'cpared to avad himself of whatever 
cjccite and combine all the fndian pow’ei's means might be in his power, to promote 
gainst u* ; while in the prosecution of and assist their aceoinpli'-InTicnt.—Though 
this object, the activity of his i\egotiatioris the obvious connection of tin two letteis 
^ Poonah, alarmed the vigilance of the I have just commented upon, led me for a 
British resident, who immediately appriz- moment to pass the one that intervenes, I 
cd the sopreme goveriiipont of liis suspi- cannot consent to leave it cntnely'uiino- 
CMiis. This conics to the knowledge of ticed ; containing, as it does, a message 
the nabob;'and what is the conduct of from Oindut ul Omrah, in his «iwn name, 
our faithful friend on the occasion? He expressive of the most fervent attachment 
proceeds diiectly to communicate the in- to the sultaun, followed by a promise, tliat, 
telligence he had received to the sultaun, please God, at a proper time. Ins fidelity 
odyiaing him, at the^ same time, in the should be manifest. 1 notice it first, bo- 
spirit of that cordiality by which they cause it shews how ct>rdi.illy Omdiit ul 
wore united——to do what ? to lay aside, Omrah acted, not merely as the inmisler 
no doubt, hi^ hostile designs, to cultivate of his father, but as a substantial party in 
frieiKlship, and preserve peace with the this negociation, and still more, because 
]mti^ power ? No, no, quite the reverse, in this promise so given, will be found the 
thoMTice of this our incomparable ally, key to his subsc<iueut conduct: it will 
Mof a very difierent complexipn, (in con- hereafter be .seen, when tlie occasion tlid 
foimfty, no doubt, to the British interests, occur, how he remembered tiie pledge 
«»d the views of ite government) ; it prii- he had given, and redeemed it with 
dently suggests to the sultaun the policy but too faithful punctuality,—The se- 
of suspending his measures, till the ap- cresy that is one of the striking cha- 
proachmg depinture of lord Cornwallis racteii of the whole transaction, now 
ahoukl leave the field open to him, to act* i.tcreases in an extraordinary degree, 
with safety and effect; and then, what- ^ew precautions are devised, and the in- 
ever might be hi<f highness’.s pleasure terviews with the vakeels (which had 
woufd be nght and proper. Such is the never been hitherto subject to any restric- 
purport of the nrst niesaage. The second tion) are covered by fictitious pretences, 
CMitams also^ similar information and totally foreign to tlioir real objects.—^The 
coun^l, r^ative to the / ituaiion of the letter I next .efer to, relates a meeting to 
Jveacn at Pondicherry. ^Notiiing i.s now, which the vakeels were invited, under 
Mys the nabob, to be expected ; and f'ol- pretence of seeing a mosque, but for the 
Jewing the impulwj^^ bis friepdsliip to- real purpose of learning something dPa 

. wai’ds the irritaan, bC advises him, not as secret nature, which the nabob W^dllajali 
•He should expects to detach himself from had long Celt a wish to .convey to tiiem f 
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intciTiew takes place in a tomb ne^ harmony/ svas viiled sonic new and dish 
the mosque, and a question is put lo tfifm tinct pio|)Osiuon, (ompiehended bs the 
Ly Onidut ul Otniah. wiuthei they hid takeds and the iiiboh,. id mvolvuig in it 
full powtis? Bung salishcd on that head, v\ hat st as far beyund anv i m on mean- 
hi proceeds to diluer to thtm a mess age ing conveyed by the < x] i< i s m which 
in the name oi Wallajah. 'That foi a it was'ioudicd, as well as y n I that 
'long time tlgic had bttn, vyithout a union stud to hive been am id\ isttl I ished 
' cau,t, a veil, (oi want of (ordiality) bt- betwttn the nibob ind tlic sutauii It 
'tween his liiglimss and your majusty, could not be the man.age, bet auscOmdOt 
' vviyth b id bttn ])ioduclivc of iiquiicsto ut Oniiali a{ ptais to bo a p ul\ 1 1 it; and 
' b Ml; but now that, by the favoui ol it is only in the suet teding letter we find 
'(lod, a s\stem of diarniony, suth as is ht had hren iwduttd to take any shut, or 
‘ betmnmg among Ihe pioitssors ot Islam- niltu s( hiiiiselt in the negoei tt'oii it lating 
' isrii, had lakfII plate, his highittss ei»ii- to tfft niaiiiage—Tlietoilovvingletitidc- 
' tidintly hoped fiom (lOtl, tilt piime cause sldIhs ulso i similai iiuctin. in i garthn, 
‘of all, tliat the time past might,be am- nndei iii equally iiclitioiis pittext, with 
' ply ledn intd , th it for bis bighnSss’s this ddlt m iii e, th it it w s ^olit itt it on the 
'own ]nit, (oiisidetmg fiom his lunrt piitoi tlu v iketls Oi. hit id Ouirah is 
' himsdf. Ins lountry, and his pniuily tliiit stvttd tohivt toiijuitd tl tin not to 
‘ to belong to your iinjesty , he h wl ninak eonnnit to^wiiling smjit txpiissioiis he 

* it a tesiam^ntaiy injunetioii to his ehil- ustd, siynig, that he so txpiisscd himself 
' dteii ind family, taking (lod and Ins oiitofiegiid to tlu 1 nih, and his fi lend- 
' Holy Piophtt to vvitmss, to piav night ship tow iids flit f roltttoi of In the last 
' and day loi the pdlai of 1 nth, (that is paiagiajih ol this h tu r it is im ntioni tl, that 
' to say) your ina|esty , aid to eonsidii tluy hwl inflintd OmdiituI (hmali to lay 
' thill prospeiity and well iit as iiisepiia the foundation ot the eoiim rt on by’^ mai- 

* bly connected with aour niajcsiv , tliat iiigi To those who relti to th Utter 
' w< must aseertain yom m ijestv’s wishes it will In clear, Itom the manner in vvhith 
‘ on this head, in a maiinti satisfat toiy to the mtui igo is mentioned, that whatever 
‘both; and it youi majesty should be, w is <onvt\id undti the mysterious ex- 
' fiom your litait, solicitous of th.s pio- pitssions tbit weie not to be committed 
‘posid eoidial harmony, Ins lughntss lownling.ithadnoiclciiweeortoimtc- 

* would, undi r the ttstimony of (lod and tion with the m uii ige. 1 be inaiiiage. If 
‘his pio]>h<t, detail to us his sentiment at all a sulijett ot nigociatnn, was en- 
‘ fully at the time of oui dtpaituie, whith, tiusted extlusivtly to Oholain Ally Khan, 
‘phase God, would soon take place’— It is stati d that a negoeiation fc r‘nauiage 
Without idvnting to the manlage, which isamatUrof much deluaiy ann ng the 
is said to have m idc at this iiuc ting the M diornm,dans, thenaiiol),the lefort,would 
siibjict ot a separate convtisation with teitainly not piopose to IPeal on it with 
(diol im Allv, 1 must rcmaik that, eithti both the vakiels jointly It .ipfjtais bc- 
fheu IS a strange contusion in tliis,nies- sides, that scpaiale convcisations took 
sigi, oi till wolds iiiindship, haimony, place between Omdutul Omiah and (,ho- 
&.e must bt iindeistootl in iiioie tlian one Jam Ally Khan, at eich ot the o mietiiigs, 
meaning. Ihe nabob hist talks of hai- slid to be in relation to that subject, but 
mony being established, and then desires we learn from the evidence ot Gholam 
them to asceitaiii it Tippoo is really dc- Ally Khan, that what they wei^ conjured 
siiousof the pioposid coidial harmony ; not to commit to wilting, was tomniuiiK 
ihey tither mean diflerent thiqgs, and catetPto both. Tlie sh«it extiact tiom a* 
more is contained sn the latter woids than lettei ot the sultauii too is a i onfiimatioti 
at fit St appears, or the passage IS nonsert e. of this argument, and seems to leave no 
Why, we are tempted to ask, is there any ‘question ot the matiiage and the subject 
anxiety about full jvowers? All that was of these confidential expressions to be 
proposed m ita simple and ofn lous sense, totally distinct. lie directs them to in- • 
had been long ago both pioposed and term,him of the rxpitss\pns of Omdutul 
cordially accepted. To desire the vidvcels, Omiah, Ind Ifce ‘thing you know of,’ which 
then, to asceitain the sultaun’s disposition is explained nv evidence always to 
on this point, appears absolutely ahsnid, mean the maniage. What then was th^ 
AOfl we have no other way of extricating purpoi|jof theses|xprc8sions> Ally Reaa 
ounftlves fltom the difficulty, but by con- says, it was confi^tl to professions of al- 
•Iwling, thai*under (he words, ' cordial tachment, and to infennatiou relative tb 



WS] PAUL. DEBATES, May 17, 1808.— Conduct qf Marqmt WelUiAfy — [34* 

the French. Now, sir, it cannot be for- «^t. standard, and who possessed such means 
gotten that both these had been long be- tm'‘aiding him in the prosecution of the 
fore communicated and wiitten, and tould object nearest to his heart? Is it credible, 
not, thcrelore, require that solemn injunc- tlien, that he would have sliglitt'rl .such a 
tion ot secresy that wax impo.sod. We pi nice, and neglected the proilcred ativan- 
are thu.s reduced, 1 jfay, to the necessity lages of his friendship and assistance ?— 
ol doing one of two things, eithei* totally The delivery of the hosUgos, and the re- 
withdrasving"our hi lit f troin Ally tte/a turn ol' the vakeels to their master, took 
Kh.ui’s ai count of w’li.it passed; or in pU»;c m the interim lielw'ccn the date of 
admitting the truth of il, to admit, that ihis letter, and that of the one whicjifol- 
iinder the words, hicndslnp, attachment, low.s, a li tter, in some puinl'] of view, of 

• and nuanl, was\ei!ed a ^ense little cor- considerable impurtauce. ll is aildte.sscd 

responding, in point of coniprehen.ion and to (lliolam Aliy, undei^the ficiiaous signa- 
ellect, to liiat in which tliey are uifually tuie of C>holauni Hussein, but irritten in 
accepted.— 'Ihe ceremony winch is re- the hand of Omdut nl (Jinrali. 'Hie ililli- 
lated in the ensuing • letter, as having cu'ty'ajiil danger of cuminunication sulh- 
taken place under the iimuedi*te dircc- iiK'ly areounis tor the pin part of it bc- 
tioiis ot the .siiltaiin, In the Janinid' nig si» little <li‘ ‘iied, but those who has'e 
mosque, does not miniediately iiwolve aiundcd to the jtindiiig letters, will 
citlicr Wallajah, or Ogadut nl Oinrali, .is is^ils trai e in it a cuiitin.iation ot tlie lor- 
the younger branches ol the family .appe r nici c.'.prcssions of attachment, fuimded on 
to haic alone lieeii prcsi III. 'Ihe remaik, the same ba>is, (he niuintciuincu of the 
therefore, that I w isli to oHi r on tlii, doni- IMaliomnudan faith, so well adapted, and 
roent, relates rather to the sultaim—the so < one iiiutiin> to the spiiit to which they 
probability of Ins •anxiety to Himiect him- were addressed.—‘Repeat this couplet,’ lie 
sell with the iiahob, ami the pnwailiiig ays,' on rny pail, to the .sultaun.’—In the 
purpose ill Ins mind, of ihc roiiqei tion lie ‘ priiCMationuftliypersoii is the perpetual 
dc.siied. It has b( (n held out that the ‘ peinijiuiice of tlie luilli. Let him not 
sultaun vva.s inddierent to the protended ‘ leuiain whow'isheth notlhypresin.’rtion.' 
advances ol the n<iliob.M; ,mil, it lias hi en —How unlike is thi. to the loldness of the 
asked, what benefit could he j>o.ssilily avowed letter of form, winten on the 
hope from such a coniieotion ? — Why same oecasion, namely, the marriages of 
thould he be solicitous to contract ties two of the sons of Tippoo, and transmitted 
with |iersons so little able to assist him as through the British goiernmeiit. ‘ I have 
the princes of the Carnatic?—^'I'he question received,’ says the nabob, ‘ your letter, 
is sali.sfaclorily answeied by tlie evidence ' ini'orming me of the celebration of the 
of Ally llczii Klnn. He tells you, il was ‘ weddings of Abdul Khaleh .md jMoham- 
thc siiUauii’s object, to unite all inussul- ‘ nied Moi/ud J)een, together with a dn ss 
men for tlm fif extirpating the * and jewels, and are made happy beyond 

English. It !ip]H‘'ars too, tli-at though an ' incasnic by this agreeable nilelligence— 
oath ol fnlelity on this occasion was ad- ' may the Aiimghtj' render this event 
ministered to the sulijeets of Tip|ioo only, ‘ happy.’ How iinpos.sibJc it is not to be 
yet that an i.xhortation was addressed to struck with the marked diftercnee of the 
all wdio were present; and the intention sentiment of the couplet from the style of 
of it was to att'dcli the ntiis.sulinen to the Ihe letter I have just read, and why this 
sultaun, and to reprove them for adhering iliflerence? Why ? but that one is intend- 
to those ol a dilleieiit persuasion. Let me ed to convey what the other is intended 

• ask, tin 11 , it the ,siiltaim did eiitert'a‘iii the to conceal.—In the year 17115, the nabob 
object thus ascribed lo him, the truth of 'Wvllajah died, and flmdut ul Omrah suc- 
which is beyond dispute ? if he condc- ceeded to the inasniid. An embas.sy, 
scended, as stated in this letter, to appeaf charged with the compliments usual on 
■to the lowest of our subjects, W'ith the .such occasion.s, was sent by the sultaun; 

, view of subverting their allegiance, and of the letters, J}Jo. 18 and 19, are from the 
attaching them to his cause? must it not ambassadors; but there is nothing related, 
be evident that lie would bin most anxious except one long conversation about union 
to wjin over by eveiy mcaisf in.his power, and friendship, on which his highness is 

^not only a most comiderabiq,. member of said fcj have expatiated with great warmth. 
Islauiism, but a prinm whose influence It is indeed stated, that the vakceda cm^ 
extepded ovt' those <7*ery people, whom ployed on this occasion wercsiiot persons 
be bpd thus shewn his desire to enlist under to whom a negociation of vnuch delicacy 



34-5] PARL. DEBATES, May 17, tSOS^Carnaiic Sktestion. [840 

• % 

was likely to be entrusted:—at the Ban>c^>»ffl*ee of conviction resulting from these 
time, we must observe, that the follownfg documents, much must depend. The in* 
letter Ironi Onidut ul Omrah makes a re- fereuces I ha\e deduced, the conclusions 1 
ference to iiis communications with them, have drawn, the impressions I have en- 
as if sonic thing had passed connectcnl wdth deavouvod to inl'orce, 1 must leave to the 
the former intercourse. This letter is, judgment of the hovse. I ran only say, 
like the other, rparked with the Qctitious that to Aline they are decisive, and that 
name of Ciiiolam Hussein, and addressed cacli suspicion the existence of mi< h a 
to (■liolatii Ally. The introdui’tion ol^it correspondenre, excites, appcMrs to me to 
is material only on account of the refer- derive validity and conlirmation from every 
dice I have sluti d, and as it carries on s.cp wc advance in exauiiiiiiig its contents, 
the cMsteiic’e of the eorrespondence to so All the facts tly>y discover are so lar tiom 
lath a period prccediiijf the Mysore w.ir.—■ bciilsr weakened by the* oral evielencc, (if 
Tlie imjirtssioii of the* natiin" of ihat re- inde*^ sucli evidence could weaken the 
I'ereiice is fore ihlj^contirnu'il by (he sub- authority of any written docuiiieuts) (hat 
sequent letter from Kliader Mewaz.hiiaii, ttn*y are more distinctly corroboiated and 
the coiilideutiiil minister before alhided^o, established. Without troubling you by 
whose name appears more than once as dwelling parlicnkirly on the evidence 
the ehaiuiel of coinniunic.ilioii between l.ikeii at \ cllorc, but leavim> it J.6 those ob- 
tln- nabobs and tlie vakeels. Adveiling servations wjiieh iiiiist strike any mind 
in tins to Ins previous services, be eongia- from the most cursory attention to it, al- 
lnl<it,s liimsf'lf, and th inks the Alniiglity, lowiiigalso to the witne-sscs whatever credit 
lh.it the system of li.irinoiiy and union be- e an be el.iinied for them, (and some credit 
twt e 11 ‘ the two cliitsen of the I.oiel,’ (mean- J adiiiil must iindoiibledly be gnen) there 
* iiig 'I'lppoo Siiltauii and Onidut ul Oniraii,) is still notliiiif; ol moment that can be col- 
» ah idateel to jiroiiiole the liap))iiiess ol' lee ted from them, th.it either in l.ict, or by 
Clod’s people-, and whuh ids labours had inference,^;oes to re-lute or weaken any 
been emplo\cd iii establishing, had ac- mate-rial p:U’t. Hywhat has been .stated 
epiiied liie re-quisile degre-e of stability from (he papers, as well as by the conciir- 
<iiid firiiim ss. 'I'he authe-iiticily of tlics ring testimony oti the vakeels, ii is proved, 
letter IS fiillv siqiporie-vl l>v the' oiul testi- that a < oires|)otidenee enihracnig political 
iiKiiy; nor IS theie an\ thing that li.is .i objects w.is earned on, that« coniieeliim 
teii.le-ncy to invalid ite the oin ions iiil'e-r- uneli-r the iiiysierious anil indefinite terms* 
e lice ri-sidtmg bom it. It stands (he-n as a of miion and harmonv was proposed on the 
coiiviiuing ti SInnony, tli.it vvbate ver that part of the nabobs of tin- Carnatic, and 
nij sieiKiiis and e-nigmaiic.ii lonneetion, ae-cepted by'lip|)oo Sullauii; that leir the 
<-stab!istied under the iianii- ol' miion and purpose of coni liming tlu-ir eorrospond- 
Iiaimonv, really was, it w tsiii force and cncc, when the de-)»arture»of the hostages 
opci-vlion up to lilt- ye-ar 17‘>7 ; that the should rcinove- tlie e-xisiing funnel of it, 
.same seiitiiiientsvvhicii iiiipelled Onidut ill a c\pher was instituted—that in prosecu- 
Ouirah to p.utieipute ;ii,andeoiulni t th^ in- tion of this eoiinei tion, asNuraiices offiih- 
teriourse dm mg the hictiiiie of his father; lity had been given to Tippoo, and iiitel- 
, the same suppo-,ed inti rests, the same at- ligence i:oiive-yed to him accompanied with 
taihineiil to tin- cause o( tin- siiltaiin tliat aiiviee for tin- re-gulatiem of Ins coiTduit; 
had previously governed and uiiimatc-d his ' —that in these* transactions the utmost 
exertions, aecompanied him,uiidimini.shed, prce-autioiis of si-ercsy had been {leemed 
to the throat, wheie lie wait(-d only for an necessary, aiiel the interviews held with 
oppoitunity favourable to bis I'm ydsliip, the valPe-elshad been covesed with fictitious 
and ail emi-rgein y in wliieh tlie fidelity lie *jm-tences; and lastly, that the connection, 
had suleiiinly promised could hemaiiif'este'i whatever it pree isely was, (tiir of its nature 
with c-llect.—^I’hough many additional re- lAtle- doubt can be e-litertamed,) actually 
marks on the contents of the several pa- subsisted in full force, integrity, and oper- 
pers of the correspondence nbj(iously pre- ation, in the year 17‘)7.—It has been en- 
sent themselves, 1 will not further*exhaust de*avoured to defend this correspondence, 

1 he patience of the house ty continuing and to resffuc i\ from the impressions it is 
them ; and in here concluding this part of obviously calcunted to produce, by an ftt- 
the subject I only regret that a scn.‘» of planation resting in part on a connection , 
justil'c to the que.stion before us should of simple frieiul^Sw, and in part on in 
have made nm feel it a duty to dwell on alliance l?y niarria^at one tflic in agita- 
it so much at length. But, sir, on the de> tion between the families of the sultaon 
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and of the iidhidj Wallajah, On the ful¬ 
lest cmisiHeration of this explanation 1 
own 1 Irivo found myself unablu to atcedc 
to it: the clirtioulties it picsenls appear to 
me insiirinounUble. If It be pl)-,^ll)le to 
sup|)ose a desire of mere Inetidsiiip with¬ 
out an objeet, betvteen jiersons s/situaied 
in relation (o t ach otiier ; if'I'lppoo >Siil- 
taiiii and Wallaj ili were liki ly to fiel tin' 
iniluenceofa piiiedisinftrtsttdsi iitniient.il 
attaelnnent, it is yi t lurdly probable tliat .i 
conneetion on this grouivl shoulil Jia\e 
been solicited with so much oarnebtiiess.inii 
anxiety, as is manife.sted by the n<abdl> in 
the fust priiposition of it, or an inter¬ 
course cnteied into by him aisu-wli mii>hty 
risks; nor is so iniioci nt a viewtuf the sub¬ 
ject quite consistent wi'h the secrit meet¬ 
ings, the various piecauiions for rnnceal- 
ment, the inlelligcnve conveyed, .uid, 
above ail, v\ilh die preparation and tians- 
missionof the cypher before adveited to. 
If, indeed, it is that union and friendship, 
which as it is said, ought to bind together 
the mussulman poweisj it it meant to 
describe alliaui-e and co-opcration, inultial 
support, and inexpiable liostiiity against 
tliose of a ddlcrent pcrsu.ision,—it may 
be nearer the fact, and remove these incon- 
sistencies I have stated but if it does so 
remove them, it demonstrates by their re¬ 
moval the e.s(-,iblishment of th.u soil of eon- 
*nectiou which no one can deny was essen¬ 
tially repugnant to the spirit and sense of 
every engagement under which the nabob 
stood, and directly subversive of the in¬ 
terests and safety of the British empire in 
India.—But then there is tlie marriage. 
On the discordant accounts of the origin 
of that atiuir, as slated by tiie vakeels, I 
shall say nothing. I will admit that a 
marriage might be in agitation ; but a 
man'iage, if it be allowed to have made 
any part, on tlieir own shewing, can ac¬ 
count fur a very small part only, of the 
communications that are telated. It con¬ 
fessedly did not come into question till af¬ 
ter the return of Ally Keza fiom Seringa- 
patam ; but before be went there, it mvist" 
be remembered that this union of harmony 
and friendship between the sultaun and 
the nabob, had bec*n ])ropnKcd, accepted, 
and established, and for the purpose of roii- 
tinuing it, a cypher had been already 
transmitted, of which AIIytBeza Khan w'as 
actually the bearer. In/iddttion to this, 
sir, as the friendship ana karmony com- 
mtenced before the riage wa.s agitated, 
so it contidned lonelier a connection of 
tiud kind bad ceased to be thought of. 


loMpez ud Dcen was the only sonof Tippoo, 
vviiosc alliance was supposed ever to have 
been the object of a negociation of mai r lage. 
The marriages of this prince, however, and 
his brother, Abdul Kiuliel, are recorded 
to have taken place in the yearl7<n.at 
w'hicli 4iine wc liiid ceremonial letters 
from the nabob were conveyed to Tippoo, 
cangraiulating him on the event. Itoiu 
iliat moment, then, all idea of alliance by 
in.irriago between the families iiiti>t have 
v.anishcd, (nit it aiij/J-ars from the letter of 
Khader New a/ Kliaii, the confidential mi¬ 
nister of the nabob, that the other con¬ 
nection whicii had bin-n e'.tabli.slied was 
still carried on, and possessed, as late as 
till* year 17!)7, wh.it he called the ‘ requisite 
stability.* 1 b.*‘-c 1 not say more to make it 
evident, than tlnit ndther tlie marriage 
(in one hand, or simjile friendship on the 
other, is sulfieieiit to explain the speeii s of 
connection thus istablishcd, to reconcile 
the diflicidlies, or to dissipate the suspicion, 
and the obscurity, in which it is involved— 
It is ailirnied by the kh.uis and also in 
Ally Hussein's letltr to his agents, that 
no rorrespondeiice was carried on by the 
nabobs, contrary to their ongageincuts : 
if a direct correspondence with Tippoo is 
meant, it may be literally tiucs and con¬ 
sistent with these papers, for they may be 
considered as an indirect, and not a di¬ 
rect correspondence. But so despicable 
a .subterfuge is not worth dwelling upon 
or exposing. It is said too, that all that 
was done was done in conformity with the 
wishes of lord Cornwallis, who was de¬ 
sirous of preserving peace, and conciliat¬ 
ing, if possible, the irril.ited and rindii live 
feelings of the sultaun. That tins coires- 
pondenee should ha\ c bei'n carried on, 
with any know ledge or approbation of the 
governor-general, 1 venture to pronounce 
absolutely impossible. Whatever the 
policy and wishes of lord Cornwallis 
might be, wdth respect to Tippoo iSultaun, 
that he should encourage a separate cor- 
re.spoivdenrc between tins prince unci the 
iiabob, at the very time he was changing 
the ex)iressinns of the former treaty of 
1787, for the very purpose of more com¬ 
pletely and efiectually precluding any 
such intercourse, is, I say, absolutely im¬ 
possible in itself, as it is inconsistent with 
the counsel c&nveyed to the sultaun, in 
one of the letters above referred to, to 
paifte in the prosecution of hi.s hostile 

* Appointed by Omdut iA Onir^i mi¬ 
nisters to Ally Hussein. " 
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measures, till the departure of lord Cogv 
walJis to Europ<-. But, sir, had thenabi 
felt this to be the ease, had lie felt that 
lie was acting jii support of British views, 
in alliance with British interests, wli^ 
all this mystery ? Why all these, uiulti- 
plied precautions to avoid dct^'ctioii ? 
Why the cypher? M'hy the nicefin'js 
under iictitious pretences ? Why 4rii' 
lia/.aals incident to all these proceeding-, ? 
Why disguise that which, if known, would 
have been praiseworthy—^Viiiich bieathed 
nothing but firm atlaehinent, loyalty, and 
atli'etion to the British power, anil zi ,.l 
for its serviee, uiukr the nia*-k of deceit, 
periidy, and breach of faith ? Is it, then, 
too much to assume that this could ifol 
be ; that instead of holdiiu; a eonduet so 
repugnant to common sense, and d,sg> in¬ 
fill to a ratii'iial iieiiig, the nabob did fe«J 
that his objects viei e of a natuie to require 
coneealim-ni ; tliat, if detected, they 
would have excited the ntinost jealoU'V 
and iiidigiinilon oft he Britishgoveiinn< nt; 
that they wonhl ha\e Inoiielit hi- state 
and situation into jeoji.ndy; and tliai 
tiny were, iheretore, of a nature siihver- 
.sive of liis alliance, and in violation of 
cnery obligation towards that power 
wliieli had r.ii-,ed, .suj>ported, anil (irotect* 
cd him. Admit this snppo-sition, and 
cvciy diflienlty disappears, eiery contra¬ 
diction vanishes, all is ]dain, simple, la- 
(ioiinl, and consistent. With this is con¬ 
sistent the an.\icty with which a connec¬ 
tion with the sull.aun w'as desiri’d and .so¬ 
licited : With tins -all the ardent prnfev 
sioiis of zeal for the support of the faith : 
with this, the undisguised reprobation of 
the war and our allies : with this, the in¬ 
telligence conveyed, and the adviee that 
accompanied it: with this, the assigna¬ 
tions under feigneil pretences, and the 
solemn adjuiatiou to secrecy: with this 
is consistent the prayers of W.illajah lor 
the triumphs of Tippoo, and with this the 
assurances of his son and successor, that 
when the occasion should arrive, hss fiJe- 
^‘ty to him should'be manifesii'd ; and, 
with this is consistent all the subsequent 
conduct of Onuint ul Omrah ; when, in 
the course of the Mysore svar, in his con¬ 
templation, the. anticipated occg^ioii did 
arrive ; when the exigencies of our situa¬ 
tion, when the success of the contest, and 
the safety of our empire, demanded every 
exe^ion, and every proof of his zeal %nd 
attachment. At that moment of pressure 
did h^ withli&ld his resources—at that uio^ 
ment did his oificers impede the supplies 


nb^nf the army, in some cases resorting cvers 
>7m I to force to obstruct tluir passage, and at* 
that moment did ibey cre,rte every em« 
harrassincnt and oi)[)ONe every oiistacle 
within tin-extent*ol (bur power, to tlm 
progress of our .irin'..t In shoit, sir, such 
wjs thi’^ I’oudoi t we esinru need from 
tlii^ riitlifol and deioleil fiiend, that dur¬ 
ing till evislenct of bostilitie-., and long 
piovions to the discuvei v at SeriugapaUm, 
tiie goM iiior-geiicr-d, ds it appear;, not 
on' - eiiti rt.im(>l sttspieion, but repeatedly 
aiid poiiitedl\ ih-cl.ired that tlie perverse- 
ni ss find .liKiirettioii di-,plii^id by the na¬ 
bob, Was itcont ilealde to nothing but a 
count ction, or -.eciet nnderstuiuliiig, with 
the eneiiiv>r—It li.'S been as]:cd what intc- 
r.'st the n.diob could haw in sm h a con¬ 
duct ? I do Mil feel, sir, that to infer the 
realilv of tlij; condivt 1 am obliged to as- 
.sign to it an object of sound and rational 
policj. It i-, too mnch to pu-sunif, after 
ail lii.it (111 tiiiic', in wh (Ii we live have 
exliilhitd. thib projci ts may not lie form¬ 
ed, .Hill duanfis j-nvied, that aie not war- 
riiiliil liy a tiu- aiiil cnlighti ned I'.isdom. 
But itlhfpobi) ot tin n diob was not to 
aid the (florls iiCthc'iiltann ; if, o-i the 
contiary, wi .nliiiit what is stateil, that he 
li id lidii- to lioj ci I MTV tiling to fear from 
lln-ir siici i >■ >, it ni'ist follow, that it was 
hi-, n il intci''st, iinthinlly ft> adbeii* (o 
oiiriiiiiM;, ,iiid to (oiitiibiite, to tin* utmost* 
of hi-- m« ails, ill promoting and faiilitat- 
ing the Irniiiijdi of out aims 'riiiit he did 
the vei y ri M-i.sc, is iuciiiilestibly proved ; 
and, if 111 so acting, swayid by any ima- 
ginaiv micrest, he liantphd on every 
principle of true jioliiy ai|d duly, by 
winch ho ought to liave bten governed, 
may we not piesunie that, .swayed also 
by the same supposed interest, he may 
etyially have carnid on a correspondence, 
and formed a connection, at once iTostile 
f to ids real welfare, to the faith of his en¬ 
gagements, and to the cause he waj bound 
by every tie to make his own.—Whatbe- 
^yond a*gcncral and mutual aid, as occa- 
.«ions might oiler, weic the precise ex* 
pectalious of Tippoo on the one hand, and 
or the nabob on the rJlhcr, I will not detain, 
you by an attempt to e.xplain ; on that 
thy question doe,s not turn, and I renturft 
to cab,,with some degree of confidence, 
upon the liousc\ to i onsider well the case 
laid before ‘iheA, and after adverting “tci 
the relative .4tua^ons of Tippoo Snltaun^ 
and the njibobs ofHfoc Carnatic, one rte# 
tually preparing war against tlie other 
our must iuliuiate ally, looking, at tlld 
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Cijnrrespoiitlencc itself, confirmed as it is by tof cn^a^ement, and his having on these 
the oral testimony, in all its facts, with ai) occasions, botli treated and been treated 
the precautions tor concealment that per- with, in the character of an independent 
radcs and characterizes it; lecollccting prime. Tims it may he said, as f,ir as re- 
thc solemn pledge of tlie'nahob Oimlut ul latedtous, tlioui’h maintained by ihepower 
Oinrah, and the manner in which, when and protection ot* our government, iiew-as 
the occasion w'as jircsented by ihe cxi- in vested, with all tlie political ami p< rsonal 
gencies of a war in whith we w'cre calh d ni>ht.s incident to real soveruignty and 
on to defend the ^•xisfence of our empire iiidvpendem e.—To tliis latter opinion 1 

in India, that pledge svas afterwards re- own myself iiieliiied to accede, hut 1 can- 

deemed. I-et any man, I say, consider not admit that the tn-aty of 17(»‘}, alluded 
these things, and jnonoiiuce, if he can, in to in the resolutions' has any heaving or 
the lace of <*'od and Ins toimtiy, aeon- ellecl on this question, 'fhe aitn le in 
scientioiis belief, that the nabobs oV the tliat treaty which alone mentions the 

Carnatic wire faithful to oiir cause, the iiaboh, was introdiuedsfoi tin .sob- [inr- 

duties of alliance, and their ow’n engage- pose of terminating the dis[)Uleil claims of 
ments; that thi* rharge again^t them is Salahat Jing, and Mahomet Ally, in snp- 
without foundation; that the treaties by port of wlnili res|iertively, ri.ini c .iiid 
which they were bound were not \iolaled; England had can.t.'l on the war in the 
that a correspondoiicertf a political nature pvninsula of India. They therefore joined 
was not carried on ; and a conduct result- in recognizing, as far as they were con¬ 
ing from it pursued, lucstilc to the just cemed, the former as .sub.ih of the Deci an, 
rights, and alll cting the security of the the latter as n.ibob of Arcot. What the 
Briti-sh empire in India.—-If, sir, the con- powers and privileges of each were in 
elusion I feel it my duty to‘di aw, ami as I heir several situilions, was a point left 
it appears to my apprehension the only wholly untouched, ami to be determined 
just one that can he drawn frwn all that by the laws and usages of the Mogul em- 
has been .stated, is the ilirecl reverse of pire,—^Tlie character then in winch I am 
this. The rights ac eruing from it to the willing to consider the nabob, is that of 
British government, beci me the next .sub- an indepeiideiil prince under the protec- 
' ject of infjuiry and consideration. —'I'lio tion of the British power, nor have I a 
situation of the nabob niii)* be considered wish to insist on any right, or to appeal to 
'“in two points of view; one with reference any law in favour of what has been done 
to the original dejiendancy of hi.i-. station, by our Indian government, which might 
under the mogul constitution, and the not be equally ajipcalcd to, and insisted 
opinion that, in releasing him from his upon towards a jirincc who was exempt! d 
allegiance to his natural superior, we only from all reliance on our friendship, either 
traii8feiTe<l that •allegiance to ourselves, ns for his defence or security. All 1 ,isk, in 
j well as with reference to the revertilile return for this admission, is, that he may 
condition on which he receiv’ed the T)e- be considered in one only of the^e cajia- 
wannee, and the state of practical subjec- eilics, ami that it may not he contended 
tion in which he stood controlled in his that he was at once entitled to the rights 
foreign relations, and indebted to us, both of a subject, and to the immunities ot a 
for the external defence, and internal sc- .sovereign.—It is superfluous to argue tliat 
curity, of all he enjoyed, regarding him, the nabob Omdut ul Omrah was in con- 
in a vvord, as a mere feudatory of the junction with his father, a party to the 
British power.—In the other point of vie w, treaty ot 1702, not merely as his future 
he may be consilercd as relying, indeed,^ successor, recognized in that treatv, hi^ 
upon us for his safety and jiroteetion, but individually in hU own name and jjorion. 
possessing, nevertheless, the rights of a^ He was, therefore, from the period of its 
independent prince; rights deduced from (onclusioii, bound to the observance of all 
the circuni.staucc of the condition of his its stipulations, amt had, in tlu'.same de¬ 
engagements which have been alluded to, gree with lirs father, conveyed to us what 
having been, on his part, repeatedly in- is called a prrftct riyht to the benefits 
fringed, and that infringeifleiit never liav- they conferretf. If, therefore, the ohliga- 
ing on ours been made a>precenee for rc- tion fontractod was not liilfi'led in both 
•uming what our irieiidslop %ad conferred accftrdiiig to its tenor, we acc|uire«l with 
oWhim, from repeatecl^iaties having licen respect to both, I appreheml, the righl of 
concluded 4vith him, hoth sub<equent to, enforcing it, if it was desirrfole it ^outd 
Md in contemplation of these very breaches be enforced j of compelling reparation tor 
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the t lolation ol it, if reparation was deem^ man’ty and justice —Die sUdden irra|)tiiilll 
btnificial, oi ol nuidin^ the tieaty {uf&- of the king o* Piusma mto Saxony, lu thd 
stdhir, it lliat should be most consistent /tai 17 jh, in the midst ot Apparently pro* 
with our vipus ot expediency—I liust, Imnd pc ice, is a iutu.itU which every 
sir, I niinot III so iniicli inisioncciMd as mi must be Acaudinud What was ha 
to lu suppose 1 toconfind, th It f rciV htlli debin'’ ^ he hid t^ason to biiiivu that 
fiiliin in iuihlii ig tin sMict liyii ot a ‘si\on\*|Hiti( ipitid with otlu r poucis in 
til ify. Is to be i t louiul toi iisoilnn, to i c onbdi i tcy tin ins ilcstiuf^ioii and that 
Ihcivinist o< till lights, Iai tion^it tii im iiiiii the light oi iiniii(diatc war. 
In n^v <1111 t|tion tlu mbin.,ein(at niiis< On tins light iu w id, uid thorn h there 
he noi. ui till JitUionl}, but of tlK spnit w ic < ninnistnif inthuinni unwhicU 
nnd intuit of tlu pnga.,cnient, that loo m h < iilnitul Jiis luismes liAt s ited 
points not tiiMil, but esspnti'il and iin- d 11 un agin t him at tin time, tinic is 
poitint ‘'luh nc tlu points tli it piiscnt no *111 it tins d ly, 1 lulnve, who does 
tlu iTii Ives 111 lh<#^iinl of assignniiuts, not ulmil, tint tin act ol taiivmg svar 
conft sstdlv unde, iblnmgh i \picssiy pro- into Sixonv w is lullvjnstiUed -uihthen 
Inbitul, which iin ilnd both tin nol it?on is (lu iigli* Iowan's i pown wnoily inde- 
of the ticit\, mcl the <hsiruitioii ol Iht puilviit \Miit is tin difiticucc in re-* 
nsouHts on wii tii wi <le))ontl<d. ijid sput (o a depen i nt ind proUcteii one^ 
iIsoincair\in.,onpoliticjlti ius|)( nlpiu<? it is this, that m t|jt c ise o* ui iiidepen- 
with i ioi(n,n powti, ivrn iKsiituti ol dent powii, oiii lights cm onlv bo realis- 
inv spiinl a gi sitioii'- hiom infrw- <d tluoii^li the tnednun ol siiccisslul w ir ; 
turn of this I ind then is no cioubt wo in th it oi 1 pio*^ ((id oiu wi in dicady 
should hsM ckiiiid a cli u iighi to m the si uition in winch sucti sful war 
deni Old pii sent iipiration, and Intuit would pliti (ts, but it will not he, (heie- 
sicuntv, 'ind born tlu iiliistl o' (hisi ioie, u nuiulid tint out lights in less; 
iliininds III iinipustioiiabic nchl of w n it wnl no( bi <oii'uided th it what, con- 
wouiil Inu uinicd \\tif it icqin i(e, sistciitly with iniy law, nny bt |us'ly 
It would nut, puinps, be a dithcult tisk puisued thii'ii,li ail tlu hi/nils and < ila- 
lo |iio\( tint, nndn all tlu (luumstnues unties ol w u, ws au foi ml to attempt 
ol the I i wint w( liavi iclinlly ob- whin tliosi i d imilM s ne diss iciat d liom 
lamed III till C iiii-itic, (io»s not tstitd tlie ai <| iisitioii of it—thi( the measures 
the buuuls ol this lu cissiiy sccuiitv, but which it is oui luupu tioiniiii light to take* 
(his rli iiission would lu le be uieic w isti ugmisc ^loiugn loi.wi may nut, Icgiti- 
ot time i hivi idn r(cd to it only to matcly, u oit to, ig nnst a t aitor m our 
lUdik tint i\cn tlu attumiil itid injuiu s vuy boom (lu lights au the same, 
wt sulKr I Inn not i Allied us m itcnally though thi in tns ol them ucvulclydif- 
l>c> ond w h it (lu inlnction ol tlu n ibob s hunt—ll tin sc piiiuiples iie ju&t, let 
(ii^Uinunts, without tlu ig.tdsUion, thimbt ifipludto (heiasi bcfoie us, and 
inigtitiiMi will w nianlcd — 11 it is not if .,«‘ntt( lu n igui widi nu,*m the ion- 
su< h mil utioiisaloiu, but if 111 addition (<* vution dnt tfu iloruments addiici d com- 
stub miutumsof the saibsisting tintv, binrd witbsub. (iiutuincunisl ince&,cleai- 
tlit“i bt shewn an .cssoentum witli i lyiiovt a i oimeidon to have bt n cstab- 
pnn<<, not simply unfrun ily III his elm- lisficd, on tin pait ol tlu inbobs, witltTtp- 
racti i ind oopusite III his inteicbts, biu n ‘p^^o Sultaun, at the n 1 y turn hewasinedi- 
llu y-tiiil piep nation ol wai , theobjnt titmg hostilities igam-t us, aiil that m 

ol /huh w IS oin ultoi extnpation, il it piosinition of the piirposis ol th*s con- 

lig^ qT WII tint this is-fu iitinn bctiayid it- nec tionf he wis nut onli ,luinish< d with • 

^ilfTmit Old V while wai was in contcnipla- Intclli ,enci and advice, but luring the 
tion, but lontinuid md opciatcd duiing lontcst, in w tin h oiu vti v evis ciicc was 
the wholi ionise ot the hostditu s that eii- in^olvid, Oindiil id (Jtnrahadli icd lulus, 
sued No one I appiehcnd, will conti ud, cause, aid 11 lid him lo lu i M 111 of his 

that fioni the iiisUnt such associa- powci, by tuulurousy oostiucting our , 

tion existid, the respictive pa»tics*did not siifiplus, and imbaii issmg progicssof 
assumt the posuumof enctines, and that oui armi ‘TheV must hcl ilso with me, 
all the n,.,hts which a state ot wai can < 011- that evt ly cuga ^im nt between us and our 
vev,/ill not aciiue to the in|utcd power, ally was abiu^itw , md so abrogated as(, 
nglits toixteosivc with the demands of at tlu sline time, elj^onstitutc that case rf 
peruiifheiil atid iflectual security, and injuiy, ti din whuh. Scolding to the us.igc ,3 
limited only by Ae great prmciples of hu- of nations, the rights of war legitimately 

Vofc. XI, A 

• • 
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l^ould lationAlly attord the nabob gioimd^ 


r<duk.-»IIad the detection of this coires- 
pondence oicuned pioiious to the tall oi jlTdi a pictumption, that the guilt ut which 
MllAgapatain y had we, during the at tu tl 
••Kistdui of hostilities, diseoiriid the 
COuisc of inhdclit} by ivhith tlit nahuh 
^as betray inguur c iii'tf ,and louiiU i a< liiig 
our measuies, ind w( at oiict, niHhc ino- 
menbot mdigiaation, itpaid his iiigiatitudt 
aud peitidv, by diiiing him tium^tiu 
thioiip, and assuming his uimitn, win rc is 
the man tint could hue hesitated upon 
the fistuent the art ^ But, sii, nt itiii i 
did the discuviiy take pi u c under tliesi 
cnciimstaiKCs, noi when it did tike ) 1 ice, 
did the go\ernur>g(iural so act upon it, 
on the tonti iiy, a pciiod of time was sui- 
fered to cl ipse beioiehe avaihd himscll 
ot my ot the lights with which the dis d 
fectioii of the nabob] had invested him 
And this IS supposed ^o e leate a new and 
dilfcrent t-isc Wlntical d'ilertm e can 
be found in it is beyond my conipirhen- 
tion; but so it is eoiitende (1, and being 
contended, I eannot piss it by without no¬ 
tice. The light ol wai is ouie thing, and 
the e\eiCISC ot that light is uiothei , the 
principle otthe fiist is |ustiee, o^t the I ittei 
expediency. Tveiy one em fig,me to 
himself situations ni which a nation ma} 
stand, whn( lights ol W|U, the most chai 
and irieontioicitiblc, ( muol be utidupou 
Without the «<r«aUSt ha/ud, ind whrii 
•the sense ot the deepest aijuiits must be, 
fas It olten 111 ) toi the time, suppics'.rd or 
dissembleil, but are ail the rights msiiig 
outot such injiiiiestluisdcstioyed ? or will 
U be asserted »hit, m the event ol i coun¬ 
try pohsthsiiig lights, unquostionilily 
ik ran be pitted in this ddemmi, tint it 
must eithci eoiLseiitto abandon them en 
tirely, Ol immediately to act upon them, 
at the imminent I isk ot its own destiuetion 
Is It possible* this e m be so > and it not, 
the evereise of the right oi war nectssaiily 
resolves itself into i iiuestion ot pure ex¬ 
pediency, which the cite urastance s of each 
individual rase must gos ei n At the siiuo 

fame 1 am tai ,tiom sayini*, tha tliesi 
rights me such as may be lud aside, ttid 
stored up fui ages, to be icsuiiicil at any 
pene>dthatambiUoneriuteiestiiia} dietat , 

K acted upon, the^ must be acted upon w iili- 
ni ceiUin restrictions, md tiei. tmm the ui 
teiventumoi any acts of confidene e and 
fnenelahip wh'ich imply y,he "eluviuish- 
mrot of every hostile mention. Mere 
drtnr, within given lim^, ^caimol, I ap- 
pllWend, be assumed, ^ a ground on 
wrhi^ alonato presui^e such a iclinjquish- 
Aaemt, and whsA besides took place that 


In was conscious, and which he had rea 
wun to heluie detected, would not be 
Ktid upon, I do njtkuuw It au\ leU 
tiom whence sueb an mleiinee could be 
ditwn did oeeui, I must, confess my i.,- 
iiormet e>t them, ilu cauacs ot the de- 
I ty, ippeai in the dueuments beiuio ^ou , 
tin Y aie to be tunnel in the 11 itu il st ite ol 
mipoiMnt iitgoeiaiiuiis with utiui puweis, 
the condition of tie lui ^hhouiin^ pio- 
1 mc( s, in winch re billion w is i iging, an 1 
the dcsiie the goiernoi-genei d nilinaliy 
felt to investigite tnllj,,tlic putieulais ni 
the CISC, and touceivc in iiitamtinn it 
l( ist, ot the ti tliu^s nt tliosi to whom he 
w IS Uhpon-.iL*' betoii he pioeiided to 
tike the nieasuies ivhicli tin situiUun ot 
tjie count] >, md the { cimineiit siti t\ nt 
till luteiesls it was lii» duly to ^ii lul, eib- 
Mously demanded llnsc,sii, win the 
euiisidei itioiis ihit, ioi i time, suspendid 
thr cxeieisc ot oui u^lits — eonsidei it ions 
winch must, to tvii\ unbiissed mind, (u 
theexticisc ht is 1 Ii iie st ited it i tjuts 
tion ol expedieiicj) silist u toiily w iii int 
the delay, witlioiit it ill ni\ ilid iting tin 
right, and justity, the iiiiil oidiis when 
giieii, to demand tiom Onnlut ul (hniah 
the seemity we ultiniuely ilA lined — 
rhit seeuiity, it is s ud Idwi \ei, w is noi. 
Ill point ot t le I, di m mdi d tiom ()mdut ul 
Onu ih, but Aom Ins uiiulkndin^ siieecs- 
soi Why wIS It not? At tin in tint nt 
when thr uidci iiimd, the n ib >b who 
hid been lung in i stili ut ilt< lining 
health, ippeaied to In t st ipproi liin^to 
hi<i iin il (JissoIutK II Iiisensibie md ol du- 
i.it< itnleeil mu'.t be the In ait ill it < iiiiut 
synipatliise in tin list huuis ol liuin in 
txijtenre* Psot sueli a one was that eit 
loid ( live Il« did A el ad the e ompassnni 
the situation nt the nibub w is e ileiilated 
to inspire He lespiettd the mviolabl 
pi iviltges ot i di itli bed, and (tniegit ul 
Omiah was peimilted to close Ills eye, ui 
peace, mitber molested by accusation, fir 
lise|uietcd by the coui,e e)ueue < s of lira per¬ 
fidy and iiigiatitudc ( an it be argued 
that lights so suspended weu thereby ex- 
tmguisiieel ? W as the conduct ot a pi nice 
mcielv pergonal, this might be tiuc, and 
on this gtuuiyd, 1 piesuine, it is stited, and 
mo'it unjustly .fated, tljat the Bi itish go¬ 
vernment punu]hed the innoeent for the 
gui|iy 1 deny the thatgc. I deny^that 
punishment m anyicspcct, however fla¬ 
grantly provoked, waa the object ot the 
British government, its object, iks Siok 
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object was swurity for its own legitii^te 
ri^lifs—s<*curity which the vioJatioiPof 
Iho-c and the perBdiou^ and hostile 

co.kIuv i of the nabobs bad imposed on ns 
the duty of enforcing, and the claim to 
viliirb, accoidin" to the best principles ol 
puMic law, apiJied as strongly to^him who 
inherit'd, as to his guilty and faithh'ss 
jm ilccc'ior. ' II is one of the first [|»iii- 
' ciyles,’ says a dislinguislied authority o;i 
tills' siibjci IS, ‘ of gi'iicral equity laid 
‘ iliuvii by the ^ritefs on that law, that, 
^un heir oi sir(C ssor, from the scry cii- 
‘ eiimstnnoe of liis possessing the inhe* i- 
» tnico. Is not onl^' hound for the tiigage- 
' iiimts of the person nhoin ho sutroeds, 

‘ hut ciiniot be discharged horn the iJlrli- 
' g itioii to repair tlie d.image whii li tlie 
' del cHM'd may have occasioned by Ins 
'iiitrips or oileiices; neither under the 
‘ preti xt that he derivts no ht nefit from 
' tiu'sc Climes or ollences, nor because 
• there may have been no accusation or 
' coiidi mnanon against the deceased.’* 

It IS a doctrine, as new, as contrary to rea¬ 
son, that the conduct of piinccs by whom 
.states and nations are represented, should 
be considerc'd as the acts of individuals, 
Jind perishing with them. As well might 
it be eonteiidcd that the enmity and ag- 
giessioiis of Tippoo Sultaun were obli¬ 
terated ulicn ho fell upon the walls of 
iSeiingapatam, and all our claims to le- 
p.iration buried in hi.s tomb; that nothing 
remained for us to doubt to place his inno¬ 
cent son u|>on the vacant throne, with the 
unduiiinislied power and dominion of his fa¬ 
ther. If the principle ap[)lics to one case, 
it .ipplics to the other. Our rights were the 
same m both ; in the one indeed we were 
obliged to establish them by successful war, 
in the other we had happily the power of 
securing them without a similar struggle.— 
The proposition offered to Ally flusseiuhas 
been adduced in confutation of this prin-* 

f , and as an acknowledgment, on our 
of the right that devolved to him. A 
to what ? I do not enter jnto theJ 
ion of his legitimacy, I am ready to*| 
allow him to be the legal heir of the late 
nabob Omdut ul Omrah. A nd what then? 
he could possess no further right by in¬ 
heritance than that of assuy^ne the si¬ 
tuation his deceased farther possessed, 
r^dered subject, by the ^ndnet of that 
fothe/, to the claim of whatever might 
be /hecessary to the efiertual sconnly 
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of the British 

position made to him expressty ii^ad. 
ed the condition of his accession to tui 
claim—the place m which be natiurol^ 
stoo 1—the svishnon the part of the- govef- 
iior-gencral to accopipliah this object, 4^ 
the tortus of treaty, ratlur tb-an bv oik 
immediate and painful exeorfse of oiir juit 
rights, de^iguated him as the person to 
^^hom, it' any proposition whatever was 
liioiiglit expc.iiciit, it should be made in 
llic lii^t iiiit^icc. But that proposition, 
dictated as it was hy a generous impulto 
of hiim.-inity alone, when refused and re¬ 
jected, could not hate the etiect of limit¬ 
ing tho-.c rights w hi> h, if they exist at all, 
.111 as extousivc as the interests they are in¬ 
tended to jirotect. Ill fa. t,sir, ii thecOl^ 
duct of the nabobs w as such as to place 
them in the situation of public enemies; 
if the righfs of war, as it has been con- 
tended, justly attached ujiuii them, every 
hci'cditatv claim was extinguished, and 
tfie H-hole state was submitted to whatever 
disposition die security of our interests, 
and the prospciity of the country, might 
prescribe*—The principle of humanity,and 
consideration for the family of Arcot, 
which dictited the oiler to Ally llussein, 
presided also ov^r the disposition that was 
finally made, and limited it to the neces¬ 
sary objects that were to b<k attained and 
serured. What but this, and the recolicce 
tioii (>f^ our alliance with the nabobs of 
the Carnatic, subsisting almost from the 
first dawn of our jralitical jiower in the 
peninsula? Wbat but the reluctance to 
expose to disgiace and Jiumiliation those 
whom we had adopted as the partners of 
our fortune, and raised to scB-ereigu domi¬ 
nion ? What but the generosity charac¬ 
teristic of the British nation, could hare 
ted us to forget that from the nabobs we 
Ifad experienced little but faithlessness and 
ingratitude, and the people committed to 
their rule, nothing but misery and oppres¬ 
sion ? What but these sentimeilts could 
have Stifled our just resentments, under the • 
accumulated injuries we bud sustained, and 
produced the efforts that were made by 
aur government, to abtain by friendly nf- 
gociation, what as a right it might bava at 
once confidently assumed ? What but these, , 
tfi continue to their ianiilies as we have 
done, lhe»enjrtyment of all the affluence, 
dignity, and sjflendour, which belonggfl to 
their station^ aw to which they had evyr 
lieen accustomoljii—On the next pqji^t, 
relatingV) the maihtor in which our rigw 
were exercised, and the duty of exenrisiiig 
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tbcrp jto the rxtenl wc did. I am happy 
tp tbiiik that JiUiu doubt^cenbe euicrlaiaod; 
ipdeeU, I sliali be surprised it', in •my |)ari 
of, tllii (liacussiun, it slutuid be cuntuideil, 
pr at least contciulcd by one ai iiuainteil 
\ijth the state of the C'aj natit-, that any 
tlliii^r short of the transfci of tine uhuie 
civil and niilM,uiv Hduiiiiisiration of tin* 
country to the ]hiii->h govt-ninient, %vas 
capable of providing ellei'tn illy for the 
rights wc vveie hound to maint.iin, and 
for tlic proviitrity of liu; long opjires- 
sed inhahitiuits of a couhtiy whitli it 
now beeaxiie etjiialiv our duly to wnlth 
over and protc'ct. 'ihougli I do not admit 
the st.ite of tlic Curnaiii, deploraliie as it 
might he, could {orin aiiv ; 4 .roiiud on 
which to found a right to atlopi tlie nie.t' 
sure that has been usort^d to, yet il • an 
scarcely be denitd, that when the ( ih um- 
stances ol' J.i siility inid pellidy befuie 
slated, did phuo the wliole coniiliy at oni 
disposal, we bn ante resi'oiisihlc for the 
effects of whaUver di'.po.iti ms wo shonld 
make, and for the happino'^ ol Mie jico* 
pie, no less than for our ow n set writy : 
from that inoineiit on oni heads iiuist na¬ 
turally rest the odium ol' every‘aliuso, in¬ 
justice, and oppression that was wiflered 
to prevail, and it was in oijr power to avert. 
And was there even a possibility ol' .weii- 
ing them othgivvise than by the < omplele 
transfer of the ailniinistiatioii ^ Did uoi 
the state of things, and long experienee 
alike demonstrate that every hope of ob¬ 
viating (ho icciirrciice of ihe numberless 
evils willi winch the (Carnatic was aHlicteil, 
founded on any odier basis, was but 
visionary and, delusive.—Tiuu' aie in my 
genllenn-n iiailii n u e who lioin local 
knowii'il >e .niil pei onal oh i vatioii, aie 
much b Iter able to lUiad m \oii, than 1 
can be, the st.ite and condition of that 
unhnpij^' country. The doeumenls thcnl- 
selve.s coiiuiiii abund.mt ami mel.aiicholy 
proofs of the sulKinigs of its inhabitants, 
under the uper.ation of !is.signnients made 
, to tliose vv ho, having no interest or < bjet t, 
but to repay to ibeniselves with usury the 
money they had a.Iviuieed, let loose every 
species of cruelty andi extort ion in accume 
pliahing it. Nor less under the immediate 
mdnagers appointed by the nabob, who 
seem to have been commissioned only to 
exhaust and luih the provinytes committed 
to ^eir charge, and to whtine .uncontroll- 
ed'^raparily, the insatiabm yants of the 
circar, delivered over, wUJlJoat remorse, an 
unprotected gpil unrcsaUing people. For 
the first I beg leave to refer to the sicken¬ 


ing detail given .by lord Hobart, in one 
of'the papers on your table (it is too long 
to read, and it is si.arce)y possible to 
make selections) in whieli, after de.senb'mg 
the progress of these transaction.s, through 
all their cireumstuiiees, and tracing a truly 
alllicting pirlure of llie inuiuity and bar- 
baiiiy tliat acronipanied them, he con- 
I hides a part of his statement by observ¬ 
ing; ‘ After this exposition, no comment 
' can 1)0 riapiired to shew that this species 
‘ of goveriimeiil, li it deserves the name 
' of govtrniiieiit, contains the most griev- 
' ous oppression of the people, the certain 
‘ inipovenshiiieiit of the eoniitry; and 
‘ coiisoiiuently the inevilalde deiay ol the 
' rweiiue.’ in another pas.sagc, speaking 
of till ilicet of die .system pursued, upon 
Ihe rcMiurecs as eoi.i.-cud vvitli the slate 
of tile eoimtry, ho sajs, ' whatever dimi- 

* niitioii (and it is eoiisiilerahle) in value, 
‘ the security is gradually though rapidly 

* sustaining, lairies along with it the des- 
‘ Iriirlioii of the human race, and tlie de- 
‘ solatiim of tlie country.' -With re.-pert 
to file lattfr, I shall only beg leave to 
read the areouiit of the eolleetor ol Tri- 
( hiiiopoly : ulliiiling to the management 
prcv'ious to the tr.m^fer ol the administra¬ 
tion, he writes ; • 'ihc late management, 
f whether considered in a speculative or 

* prai-tii al point of view, prp.seiit.s, geiierai- 

* ly speaking, as its distiiigiiisliing features, 

* a total want of .system, where systini 
‘ W'ould have been beiuTiei.il, a most liane- 
' ful spirit of extortion and oppies.sjon, 
‘ and an indiflerenic to the happimss and 
‘ welfare of tlie people, as senseless as in- 

I ‘ human. The people never knew w'hcii 
I ' the den’,an(l.s on them were to cease, nor 
‘ do the iiuiiiagers seem to have known 
' wilt’ll their extortions were to stop. Tho 
‘ as.scssmeiits called fixed, seem only to 
' have been calculated to point out where 
“extortion might he levied anil inereascd, 
< and to induce the inhabitants to c^lti- 
‘ vate, in the vain hope that no more ti^an 
»the fi.xed as.se.s8mcnt, w'helher in graiJ^r 
“ noney, would be taken I'rom thenoa 
» hope which returned with every season, 

* but which returned only to blast the 
‘ prospects of those who too credulously 
‘ indulged I will venture to assert, 
‘ that if '■the revenues were in any one 
« year collected according to the establish- 
‘ ed rate.s of assessment, it was only in- 

* duw the inhabitants, by this appi^rent 
‘ moderation, to increase the cultivation 
» of the succeeding year, ond^thus afiord 
' the managers or rentcra an opportunity 
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* of doubling their plunder.’—^The con¬ 
viction of the house must anticipate iby 
ohscn ations of mine on the eilect^ of hucli 
a sj’stcm, under wliicti no country, how¬ 
ever otherwise biesied by the bounty of 
Providence, could lloui i'sh ; rupiii decay 
must iia\e reducefi, and speedy extiiutioii 
impemied over The rebourccRon vfliich our 
du|>eiideuce rested,—^To arrest tlie j^io- 
gress of this evil would have been in itself 
a siflln lent iiiolivc, were we even inca¬ 
pable ol lecbiig the, more noble one of 
rescuing a suUeiing peojih; from sush ca- 
l.unit>. Tlial the tiaiisler of the adiiiiins- 
tratioii, and that alone, could accoin|disli 
these objects, 1 wifl not endeavour to make 
out m cirj^uuciit. by re!yi.i« for the 
proof of its necessity on the highest au¬ 
thorities to which, on Indian siihjects, we 
are aieustonud to refer,* 1 din sure 1 shajl 
serve my cause more eflectually, iinui 
compleiel;y, and satisfy the minus of all 
who hear nii-. ^lor dues il rest alone on 
the authority of eveiy governor who has 
presided there, but of every nidiviilual 
whose judgment has been of real value, 
who lelt or iindeisiood either the ibatish 
mlcrests, or the inten-sts of the coantrj 
itself; and who has been free lioni the 
paitieipaliou .uid taint of the ahiises and 
coiriiptious known to cmrI ; 'il)iist-<, wliii h 
had loiig<md successlully (onibated everv 
measure, and ballled eveiy .illempt to re¬ 
strain or coireit them. 1 will select only 
the tt itimonies of sir Jivre t’omc, oi loril 
J\Iacai(ney, and priiieip.dly ol’ lord Corn¬ 
wallis, as.stated in the papiis on the table. 
Sir I'lyre Coote’> marks m tlie .'■troiigest 
terms the cH’eets of the nabob’s govern¬ 
ment on our allaii's. The whole of the 
urgumont of lord Macartney on the sub¬ 
ject of .sun enderimr the assignment, firo- 
t’ceds upon the necessity of our po.ssessing 
the whole aduiinlslralion of the eoimtrv, 
if we would have any cliniK e of security 
for c^r interests on the co.i't. The opi- 
m()M of loid Cornwallis 1 shall read at 
le^lh^s 1 am avvaic it is one of deserved 
Vrefglw in thus house, and wherewer the 
name and elKUMcter of that great and ex¬ 
cellent man is known. • 1 have lung seen,’ 
says his lordship, • with very great con- 
‘ cem, the various defects of tlmrsyslem of 
‘ the government of the C^roallc; and 
' being extremely anxious tliat some plan 
' should be introduced and established tliere 
' that should be better adapted than ^ly 

* that has yet been tried, for securing the 

* country against external enemies, and 

* for promQtiiigt iU general prosperity. 


* 1 iiave been hitherto prevented front* 
‘ making propositions to the nabob to tl^ 

‘ elicct, more by my distance from the 

* scene, or my other occupations, than by 
' the consideratiem of the obstacles that 
' might occur in thc^ ncgociution with hfe 
' highness, or of the disapprobation th'at 
' interested and disappoiiirtl men might 

* al'tcrwanls express of my conduct. Q, 

‘ 'file disadvantage and danger arising 
‘ fiom the separation of the mternal go- 
‘ veniniont, and management of the reve- 
tmueoftiie eounliy, from the responsibi- 
‘ lity for its viefeiici-, is so obvious, that if 
' there had appeared to be the least chance 
' of otnaiiuiig the nabob’s vuluiilary ac- 
‘ c|uiesceM/e, 1 should, without hesitutiou, 

‘ have lieen ii-ady to propose to him, as 
‘ the plan best caleiilaled for promoting 
‘ his own interest ^ml cumlbrt, and the 
‘ hajipiness of the mliabitauts of the Car- 
‘ natic, that he should entrust the company 

* with the enure maiiageiiicnt of the 
' countiv, in addition to the responsibility 
■ for its defence, under an engagcmciil on 
‘ tlieir part, alter allotting certain sums lor 
‘ public purposes, and for the gradual li- 
‘ ijuidation of Ins private debts, to jtay 

* him, legularly, a liberal portion ol its 

* revenues, for tlje maiiiteiiaiicc of his fa- 
' niily, and the support of Ins dignity.’— 
On another oci asiun Ins lordship expresses 
him^eif as follows :—' I must freely own* 
‘ that 1 ^ould not venture to propose any 

' pl.in, on the success of which 1 could 
‘ h.ive any firm reliance, miles, the nabob 
' (oiild he iiicliiced, by a large annual re- 
' venue, legularly paid, and properly se- 
‘ cured to him, to suiTcnder*the manage- 
‘ iiiciit of his country, for a*long term of 
' years to the Company.—The nabob’s 
‘age, his long connection with us, his 
‘ rights to the possession of (lie country, 

‘ vt'hich, however, withour our assistance, 
‘would h.ivc been of little valie to him, 

‘ and exaggerated accoimls of iiis^former 

* .services may furnish topics for popular 

‘ declafiialion, and may possibly engage , 
** the nation, upon mistaken ideas of huma- 

* mty, to .siippoit a sy.stein of cruelty and 
‘ eppressioii. But, wliilst 1 feel coiisciot;^^ 

' that I am endeavouring to piumote th0 
‘ happiness of mankind, and the good of 
‘ Illy country, I .shall gi){e very little 
‘ weight to»suc!t considerations, and should 

* conceive that;! had not perlbrmed die 

* duty of the ^liiWi and rcs|30itsib]e oiTice 

* in which you di%me the honour to plate 

* me, if 18id nut declare, thatu^he present 

* mixed government cannot pYosper, even 
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* in the be.st liands in which your part of 

* it can be placed, and that, unless some 

* such plan as tliat which I have proposed, 

* should be adopted, the inhabitants of the 

* Cainaiic mast continue to be w'letched, 

* the nabob must retnain an indigent bank- 

* rupt, and the cotnitry an usclesi an<l ex- 

* pensive burttten to tin* cotnp.iny and the 

* nation.'—^'I'he state of the counliy was, in¬ 
deed, di'ploiable, and it is with grief and 
shame 1 add,that our fellow subjects appear 
to have had but too great a.shaie in contri¬ 
buting to produce that state of things, and 
not less in rendering abortive every atlV'mpt 
to improve or torreel it. With reference to 
this point, and also with a viev/ to the con¬ 
dition ol the country, the nerei'.ity, (if not 
of the precise change that took place) of a 
modification of our lelations with the na¬ 
bob, and a new and more tnal ar¬ 
rangement, in order to realize the objei Is 
of our conneetion with him, 1 addin e, as 
my last authority, one whiili will be cer¬ 
tainly deemed disinterested, and to which 
I am persuaded some gentldiiien will jiay 
a degree of respet t, they may be disposed 
to refuse to any other testinvu'j that ran 
be ofli rod, I mean that of Omdiit ul Oin- 
rah himself, the piirpoit of whose conver¬ 
sation with lord llobarS is given in his 
lordship's luiiiule (>f the 24thof Nov. I?')'), 
on the subji'ct of the modilk'.itii/ii of the 

' treaty of 1792, then proposed to him, of 
which I will take the liberty of reading 
the following extract:—* It has been with 

* the deepest regret that 1 have found the 

* nabob unmoved by my entreaties and rc- 
' monstrances upon tliis subject; nut that 

* he has beAi insensible to the justice and 

* expediency of what I have proposed; but, 

' as he has candidly confessed at sevi ral 

* interviews with me, that lie has not tlie 

* resolution to comply; informing me that 
' bis '^native ministers, and European ad- 
' visers, so perplexed, plagued, and intimi- 

* dated him, that he could not venture 

* upon the measure, notwithstanding his 
' conviction tint he ought to d6^ so.''— 
ls)ng experience, not less than the preced¬ 
ing^ authorities I have quoted, suiBciently 
.pointed out the onljf change that could, in 

* the nature of things, prove successful. If 
H was our duty, then, to regard the pre- 
. aervation of our rights, and to fix bap- 

E 'neis of a people whose &te *was placed 
I enr haiuw, could it hr otherwise than 
duty to enforce the j/in fer of the civil 
taiiitan'' adminisj^cton as t|^ only se- 
i^ity for those rights, and the only reme- 
for thn evils endured by the country.*- 


TTie value and the benefite of a measure of 
tms nature, had been long and universally 
felt, both at home and in India. Tiiat they 
were so felt is not to be denied, nor do 1 
desire to deny it. The feeling breathes 
through every part of the ilocumcnts on 
the table. 1 am aware i* may be argued 
(as, indeed, it has brcii .irgued) that this 
fee'ing alone dictated the measure wc arc 
discussing. But, sir, there arc hanpiJy 
facts to be referred to, that amply refute 
such an accusation.' Had the sense of ad- 
vanlngc-, iiidepeiulant of the principles of 
right and justice, be» n th'* guverniiig spring 
ot our conduct, why ♦he long-permitted 
continuanecof the mi'.eries of the Carnatic 
iidtler our eyes? Why did the various at- 
tinipts made by us to corn'ct the inade¬ 
quacy of our relai ’ms with the nabob, as 
‘uciessfully as tliey w'ere perseveriiigly 
resisted, prove uniiornily abortive ? Why 
the resioiation of the country to that iron 
rule, w'hicli had so abustd and oppressed 
it, in the sever.d instances vv hen under lord 
Macartney and loid (’oriiwalbs, it came 
lino our possis^ion, and vilieii policy spoke 
at least asdecisiveh m favour of retaining 
It, as it could i \er do aftciwards for its ac- 
(juisition, 'I'hese are piools that it W'us 
not to the suggest luii.s of interest alone to 
which we lislined. It wiis not, tilt an 
occasion actually arrived, in winch justice 
warranted the measure which policy re¬ 
commended, that we availed ourselves, as 
1 contend we were bound to do. of the 
means our power alUirded, to ellectuatc an 
object too long unaccomplished—I de¬ 
mand then, sir, of the house ; I demand 
even of those who arc most vehement in 
their condemnation of the transaction be¬ 
fore us, whether they would have found 
reason to applaud a governor-gcnrral, to 
w bom the care of onr interests was dele¬ 
gated, who had not availed hims-elf of the 
contingency that amse; who, when the 
disposal of the country was snbmiltfkl to 
his discretion, haihreliiuiuishcd our ri|'Ht.s, 
had again puttj hazard our rcsoufoes,.V'»d 
deliberately revived the already Experi¬ 
enced calamities of fluctuating aud con¬ 
flicting authorities, had restored that blast¬ 
ing and inhuman tyranny, which before 
subsisted^Vnd again delivered over the in¬ 
habitants of’^he (Jarnatic to' that system of 
slavery, extoHion, barbarity, and oppres¬ 
sion, which, to use the emphatic w'ords of 
lord Hobart, in diminishing our resd^irccs, 
carried with it the destruction of the hu¬ 
man race, and the dcsolatiort^of tbE* coun¬ 
try.— It is ui^ed, howevEr, that measures 
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which, even in point of policy, niight^e 
necessary towards a prince, whose miscon¬ 
duct ssenad experienced, were not equally 
sfi tt)wards an innocent, unoffending, un¬ 
tried, young man; in a matter of personal 
coiiSHlcratiuii merely, the justice of this 
observation could not be disputed. But 
ui deterinming our judgment of the pro¬ 
priety of the conduct puisued, we »ust 
lookjiot to the personal qualities of Ally 
Iliissein, but to his political situation, and 
to the ciicumstaneesPin which he would 
ha^ e Iicen left, had a different line been 
ailiiptcd by the British governinint. If 
the (a!amities of/he (.'ainatic had their 
source in a divided and llucluating au¬ 
thority, that di\ idcd and fluctuating ^u- 
thoiity would have remained; tor Ido 
not think any man is romantic enough to 
eiiteiiain the idea of our abandoning tl>e 
country tiitirely to tlie nabob, or indeed 
that it was safely jiractuable. From the 
influenee of that coiifedt i acy of Kiiropean 
and i.ative harpies that beset the Durbar, 

' and combined to obstriu t every effort to¬ 
wards correction or reform, W'hat pro- 
liability was tbeie that he, young and in¬ 
experienced as he v\as, vsould have been 
able to break the shackles whiih liis father 
had confessed Iiimself unable tu struggle 
with, and was forced to '•ubinitto? With 
respect to his ounncils, his parent had not 
indetd made it a testamentary obligation 
u[ion him to pray for the enemies of 
Gn <it Britain, but he had done more; 
be hud committed him to the care and 
guid.iuce of those with whose assistance 
all the opjiressions of the Carnatic had 
been exercised ; who having been in his 
own confidence, and that of his prede¬ 
cessor, must have contributed to, ^d 
partaken in, all the projects of faithless- 
• ness and disaffection of which they were 
guilty. Where ttien was the ground of a 
rational hope, that any one evil would have 
beer/correcterl ? any one danger averted ? 
anj^tlachment found that would have war- 
raiyd the relinquishment of the smallest 
'l>art of that sccuritytwhkh alone could be 
effectual and permanent ?—But it may be 
asked, evon allowing this, why degrade 
the unltappy prince i why not accept the 
subinivsienthatwas at last ofi&raff.gmd con¬ 
clude w ith Ally Hussein th^ngagement 
you lUlimately concluded with Azim ul 
Doulak? I say, sir, we did not degrade 
him; his disherison (as it is called inlbe 
resolutions) was his own deliberate act; it 
was thh consc^neitce of his refusal to adroit 
the ineontestabhi rights we wexe called 


upon to realize—those rights were again 
and again explained to him ; the consi^ 
quence of his resistauoe was agahl and 
again announced; he again and ag[ain re¬ 
jected the toitdhinn offered to him, and 
trusted to his fate. *£nuugh was given to 
humanity; enough to our own character and 
his inexperience, and the tt^tvwas closed. 

It was not then to us, but to his voluntary 
adherence tu the fallacious hopes and de¬ 
lusive confidenio with which he had been 
insidiously inspired—^to the pernicious im¬ 
pulse of that calial which had betrayed 
his progciiitnis, and been the bane of hia 
house, that he owed the change in his for¬ 
tune i, and It lie disappointment of ail his 
natural prospects. Under this fatal in¬ 
fluence, he firmly pronounced his ovnn 
sentence, and drove us reluctantly to the 
decisive measure of*raising another prince 
to the musnud. Il was possible, undoubt- 
(ill}', that notwithstanding these circtim- 
staiues, we might have, still given to him 
possession of the throne: but would it 
ha\e been ^ise, would it have been 
consistent with our tranquillity or safe¬ 
ty? He bad refused our offers, reject¬ 
ed our favour, impeached our justice, 
and his whole efforts and resources would 
have hten cmpblyed to subvert the order 
of things we had established. His means, 
pcriinps, to affi'ct us wrere notfextensive tH^ 
loweiful, l>itt his object and mind would 
lavc besn «ertainly ho8tile,and we sbouhl 
have created, in the very heart of our em¬ 
pire, a counteracting influence—a centre 
of disaffection, around which ail the dkna- 
ti.sfactinn, intrigue, discoiftcn^t, and turbu¬ 
lence of the country might gpther and ac¬ 
cumulate—where eveiy hostile movement 
would find a promoter; every enemy, fo¬ 
reign or domestic, Indian or European, a 
frynd, an ally, and an instrument. ThI# 
surely was suf&ient to have dictated to os 
the prudence of consigning the sceptre, 
nominal and barren as it appeaFed,ito safer 
and less doubtful hands.—It is with sin- , 
,cere regret I venture to rtfeal to the recol¬ 
lection of the house an event .«o afflieiaiiK 
as. the late mutiny atiVellore; but, sir, wo* 
tlKng can more fbrcroly illustrate my hr# 
gument. If a son of Tippoo Sqltamt, ^ 
prisooer in that fortress, without power, 
without weakly without means of sedtM^ 
tion, cotildT be supposed to produce sueik 
effects as bjr m-my are aunbuted to Tna 
intrigues and* e\|^rtions, what might nob 
have beeci those produced bY the prin^ 
of the country with similar uisporitioc^, 
and means infinitely more extended. 1 
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will only acid, though they would not, per¬ 
haps, hare shaken the foundation of our 
empire, they mi^t yet have given birth 
to such scenes of convulsion, liorror, and 
bloodshed, as would have* bia-n long to he 
remembered and defdored.—It now ic- 
mains forme 1,^ hay a very few words (very 
lew, 1 assure tW house, they shall be,) on 
what I own is, in ins (stimation, a compa¬ 
ratively suborilinate ji.ivt of our consi¬ 
deration, I mean the circuinstanei's that 
attended the exicution of the nieasuies in 
quest ion. Imleeil, sir, for the detail of lii« in 
I am inclined to ie-.t simply on the con¬ 
tents of tiic> doemiii'iits on the table ; and 
I do so with the more reailiiu'st, her ause 1 
feel I have already trespasser!\nucli too 
long on tlu‘ pvitieiice of the house, ami am 
certain whatever 1 shall omit, ssill be am¬ 
ply and more ably supplied by others,svlio 
arc likely to takr^ a share in this diseussiou. 
—^Thc circunibtanres arc stated in the re¬ 
port of the commissioners, and very dif¬ 
ferently in a letter, professing to be writ¬ 
ten by Ally Hussein, and addressed to liis 
agents in hngland. On that letter, some 
reliance may prohably be placed, by 
those w'ho shall follow the honourable 
baronet in the debate j upon that letter, 
therefore, I«ish to make a single rdiserve- 
tion, without entering into any paitii nlar 
,refutation of the statement it contains.— 
It was origiiiallv produced by a motion of 
niy own. Having heard that paits of it 
had appeared in the newspapers, and that 
it iniglit be produced entire if moved for, 
I w'as desirous of having it befoiv the 
house, as wi‘Jl sfs every other document 
that could Ik' supposed to bear upon, or 
elucidate the measure uiuier our considera¬ 
tion. In moving for its jiroduction, how¬ 
ever, I certainly did not intend to convey 
any opinion of its authenticity—of that, I 
know nothing. The style and simtiments 
of the letter, certainly betray the charac¬ 
ter rather of J^uropean than of Indian ori¬ 
gin, and do not at all wear tlie semblance 
of the unassisted*pcrform mce of a person 
of the ago of Ally Hussein. 'Flicre is that 
contained in it he,sides, which Is so 
;^verse from all the principles of Eastcrii 
govemnvfnts, that the idea of it could 
scarcely have entered into the imagination 
of an Ai^atic prince; wtia^ I allude to is 
th^recomtuendation of an appeal to the 
British people. Yet, sir, p may iicverthe- 
lessbe autnenlic, and, ij^^t%, 1 only en- 
tretil the bouse to alk^ it the«sveight it 
deCMtrves, aim no more. Even if authon- 
■%> it M statement of an individual 
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iiyb**' suggesting to hi.s friends 

applications in his behalf, to every quarter 
where application might be supposed ad¬ 
vantageous—supplying them with grounds 
of appeal to every f»elmg, every senti¬ 
ment, every intmest, which could he con¬ 
ceived i^apable of creating dispositions 
favourable to his eause; they are ilirected 
to a‘Mrcss tlieiusclves to the king, to the 
prince of Wales, to the board of eontroul, 
to the court of diieetors, to the house of 
commons, and, lastly, to the rreditovs of 
Ins predecessors, the nabobs of j^rcot, on 
whom he appears justly and confidently to 
have relied, as his hest,‘iilies in overturn¬ 
ing the pie.ent arraiigeun nt m tlie (’arna- 
tie, and « Hi eting his full restoration to the 
musniiil.—^That in such a reproa ut.ition 
facts should be disfigi rod, and every topic 
should be insisted upon that eouiil move 
compassion for unmerited sufieriiig, escitc 
indignation against injustice and crucltj’, 
or fi'C upon the ineamrcs of the Biitisli 
goverimieiit thi' odious iiiipulations of op¬ 
pression and tyranny, is not to be wonder¬ 
ed at; but, it docs not follow that because 
such statomenls arc alll'cting, they are, 
therefore, entitled to our iiiqilieit confi¬ 
dence; it luiist he reinenibt red, that se¬ 
vere truth is not the distinguishing « hniac'* 
teristic of Indian lepicseiilatinns, and for 
the v'craeily <»f any one word < ontained in 
this letter, no responsihilily whatever ex¬ 
ists. On the contrary, the report of the 
rominissioners tv Inch is opposed to it, ap¬ 
pears as an official docunient, authentica¬ 
ted by men of the liiglK-st (‘stimatioii for 
triitb, liuinanit}, and integrity, deputed 
by the British government, acting under 
the eye of the British goveniiiicnl, and 
responsible to it for the correctness of 
every circum.staiice and fact related in it. 
Although there arc several points of diflcr- 
ence on which I should be glad to remark, 

1 .shall leave that task to others, and con¬ 
tent myself with disnii.s.sing these di^c'or- 
dant accounts, ith the single observalfon' 

I have. made, in the full conviction,^'** 
whore contradictions appear (which* can¬ 
not c.scape any one in the comparison of 
the statoineats,) the house will feel on 
which s'ido the truth, is likely to rest, and 
to which, confidence ou^nt to incline. 

—It is scarc^within possibility, that to a 
transaction of this nature, circumsta,nces of 
apparent hardship should not be im^enl; 
circfiiustanccs to touch our best feedings, 
to call forth our compassion and sympa- 
thy, and to all’ord the materials for*much 
eloquent and impressive d^clamationi. Bat 
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brtoie gentlemen abandon thomsebeluo 
cinotioiw ot this natme, I imploie them to 
v« itjh well and i upntially all the coum- 
fUntions connected with the cast htfou 
them In d )ing so, 1 am persuade d tlicjf 
n ill be sati'^hf cl that no degicje of aUcntion 
tiiat Iiiiin'inil\ could die tote, ha-. b<*in\v inl- 
nu, thit ccciv hoidsliip tint could be 
a\ ickd w IS pi I vented, iiul those /winch 
wcif iiuvitiliit dlcMttfc), as t ir is w is 
compatible c.iththc si,cim ac cmnphshnic nl 
ol the me asure to be < flee tt 1 VV^h itcc ci, 
as i nnttci oi unovoid ibte htidslnp, tell 
upon \llv Hussein, I unalUfttdl^ i gut, 
his euly dtith*l »c,pct ilso, 1 ut m 

the conipission I miyictl foi Ins 
c nmol toi,,(t jusiicc, oi c uii cut to idmil 
til it Ins ci< ith hi any diiccl to me c 
III 11 with tiic nuosuits* ih it vcc ic ulojn- 
c (I f\ inline cceiy intumstantc ei it, 
«mel no uiijn'e pidictd mind will eliscorti 
4 V 11 a roloui ible ground foi buspicioii 
It I'cn Ins situotioii pi ^ed npon his 
nil id lid iflefUdhi he ibli, (of whuli, 
liowevti the M is no pi out,) icniiybi i 
1)1 ttei of (oiKciii, but cm be none. <1 
etimiiil ice is tiun igiiiist liii tjiiti h 
„ \c imitnt ihc n oioi s si e il\ olie- 
s I lint lul coi iiuient, so eon 

])l iiKiloi, a[pc siicvci,int it eohu 
t visit d, I itbt 1 \i I ii lesjie t i > Ail ili- 
seiii Ol lo tlie iiiiitt oi the fm il\ c'nc- 
i dl\ , on tin ccjiiti ly, it ‘s pioieil in 
e (>i,t( tiblv the pi| IS, tint lull lib My 
wos ill mil Cl the noli|inllti tli [i cciiu t^ 
of till [ il 111, il iiK\ pie Iclud It I j \ a leU 
I'l^ the. nsu il obt lienee totlaie e nisli' i' d 
lie i' Iliat tliiA w K undei tn iiitho- 
ii*\ uflhi II ibob IS true , but, such weie 
the pucoutions tike i by lend C Inc, such 
Ills c instant coiiiinnn ca'K n with* the 
piUec', tint no biise of tint lutlioiilv, no 
outi 1 e Ol Molenieouhlt ke plici with* 
out 1 IS kniwlc l^c, ind in sliding ok 
viipiis icpiLscin itie n, from s, nil du- 
ei^tciiti d meinbers oi tliefaiinl>, In elis- 
t^^'tly derl ires hirnscli rniblcil to stite, 

* 111 t the facts described in tlitiii,* au, ir^ 
'some uspects, i\aggoralioiis of tinnl 
‘ cireuiTistance‘s, in others, ibiolu'e ly wilh- 

* out louiidation ’—The illiiiss ei Ally 

Tlusscin comimncLci, ns it ain^ai , in the 
apartments of his aunt, the ul Nissa, 

one of the most active and •Avowed enemies 
of thd new n i angtmentu, witli whom he 
had frsided foi bomt time, and who ^nuld 
natuially watcih over hib sifety with more 
t)iat% tomision anxiety anei vigilance 
Theic he reniained, till removed to the 
house of his mother, a few days preceding 

VrfH« XI. 


bis dissolution, m a state of hopeless in-^ 
sensibility llw' fust intelligonce of hui 
illne,s w 15 coniniiinicate d by the nabob 
.c\/im ul Uoulaji J voiy nudioal assist- 
'uieewas im.n<ili itejy ofli red tint it was 
III tlic powei of the govei loi tn <nrui<ih> 
It w IS at hist ivsiitcel by pimceV at- 
tciidiiits, and when with elilbculty ad- 
mi'eel, pioinl too 1 ite to bo ntailiiig. 
IS it in lek 1 s 4 .e in> to li it o be cii e.iitc*i tamed 
il lilt linn lint tn ciuseoi ins death 
w Is otlieiwisf 111 11 intiii il, there is no 
nsj»iiioii til own out, nid even tlit' letter, 
jnoltsji I to lu SI lit but I oiild not be sent, 
by Ali\ Ihiseiii to liiid (live, the day 
Ik foil 111 /Il I Cl I, e until ins the iiinexcnce 
oi tbe inbob. I'li^ me iitiu i ol spells aitd 
in' ml I'l ms, il they j uwe nothing ou one 
side, piovi iniiili on the otiici ; they in- 
dinti till ^mil 111 wli ill tlx letter, fiom 
velnuiri quiitii it i um, w is compost d; 
11.il, bv I le‘e line |o such gionnds of 
ami itioii pi ewe tli total w ant ol ill that 
w lb in H sni»s iilnl nine libk What 
hen ht, in tilth, eimel h eUiiicd liom 
ell ni tit, Loiii, Ul will till iiskat* 
i< I dm utie (s ill III 1 lit ot the 
11(1. eiidii ol 11 nnr \ is loinpkto; all 
ii\'b\ wi pnil, tin ck te 1 mill ition 
III tin I>i nisii poi e I w siimiiisted, anil 
Its iiipiit till oraliU jlciiged to A^ii)* 
III I'm I ill, I d hi tl I 11 tilt the idle dl!»> 
lie t('m ike 1 sui mi ik ubie sail, by a 
eiinn s?j uioc lous, c ould lu h ive |)ioniisccl 
iiiiiisik iny 1(11 mt. ,e teihaknii the eoii- 
c (in nils ot ihnosl miMtihle detiilion, 
whiili must ln>e lusei^ ^miiiso Inin the 
hoi'oi mil eliicslation ol alkniankind, anil 
most ul ill, 1 (lust, ol tiifisc by whose 
laioui he Inil Inni ok i steel, and whose 
indignation loulii m a inoinciil base dis- 
niis id Inin iiom the thiuiie, of winch be 
\fis uiiwoithj, te> the obscoiity from 
whiiiee In wi liken^ -I hate now, sii, 
timel, (I am const ions how impufectlv,) 
the emit T pioposid iii my out^t. Ifl 
hail h id the good foi tiny lo be at all sac-* 
etbsiul III toils eying to the bouse the im- 

i iressioiis ul niy own iniiid, I tan entertain 
.ittle doubt ot till If lilt of this disc ussioii, 
[f I ha of iitcd 111 so doing, consulted as I 
am of till truth of those niipirssions, I hare , 
the cor oiation of know in > tiitie are many 
pioscni who SIipi illy kel, and by iheir 
superior ajithonty anil eloquence, ai« ill- 
finitely moytstipibli of giving tlietn 
weight thin I ^i picltnd to be, and lyho 
will do*justi<» te? a tdiist io which my 
powers aic, lam sensible, little equals— 
With the views 1 entertain Of thetiam- 
2B 
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action befoic us, it will not be wonilcied 
at that 1 'iliiiuld not hive thoaijh* it mtf s 
sary to imjum partu ul nI3, nIn net U 
oriwjiruted, whethu in tht ottbis ti lus- 
imttLd iioni lioniG, 01 111 the un tided nid 
^potilmtuiis acil of tin .^omiiii«i ii< m 
liidii^ \j)|)U)Vtd itui smetioiiirl is i 
has been by tbii iiiUioiiik s c on tiliUi d to 
SUperinlind tin idniiiii ii'nnoi 0111 Iii- 
di m II til ^ I cons dti tin nu ' 1 s in 
act ol tin Joitisl) _,oi< innn n , nliitiiit\ 
b< thf s( ntinunisrti (In (oietoldiii l< s 
I do not |)u ti 11(1 to know but f nutu 
milk til i( llion/li on in nil itini pnnts 
lord W t ll( sl( \ 1 IS iin III u (I tin II un lu, 
into til* c It d<i ui ol Ills I in't o lllol^ 
tins Ills 11 >t hrt n nitiodii cl I n t n i< 
foil, Hilling to niKi, thit in Ktiii iiitli 
zeiloiis soiiciiudi In linn inlcusts hi 
niiy hi\i fntti flit‘to line di nv d 
though he h IS ml K ff iM(I tin t\|)i( sion 
of thru ippiob tinn In tint sinliiuit 
of appiobition, wlntlui puliii| i id in h\ 
them Ol no, J eoidiilK (llI^(n Jn in\ 
oliiei il eipaeit V 1 h iM < lit (iliilli n Imd 
It, uid hill, IS 1 mill 1)11 (I pull III It 
with I (pul sit I ii 111 n inlsiiu(ii(> m th* 
pcsrnitf ol nil counii> liijii tit nidi( 
]0Ki in chi op] ntnm^oid lo i I't idiil 
nii,oii)( tiin pill III tin i^liiiibl ti sti 
niO»^ \ ti ill* )i n (11(1 nit If 1 t <1 (In 
flatr ro (in I I III i. IKK I In 1 .'pi ( 
this .'ll it < id (li n ibl( Ml soil \v I ( 
coui]>hshsd 1 11'• i the sim ‘nijiu 
the Ihitish poiMi 111 Inh In it in d 1 
height ill it V ill bi till I till i( n ol lu 
tuietniiis whin tin ti 111 nut 11.11111 s ii 
tliudivaif p st mil loi oU 1 I 1 ilh 1 
vusli, ioi lilt hoii I n ol niy (oiiini\, to 
(hull on th( s in ( lit li 1 iiihinl, 
than that 11 tin 11 >1 (l>loii\ nd p 1 <eit- 
tion mthwhieh tin y hm Ikoi t nunl 
It IS tipr, si. 111 issinnni tl i gi i« uniii it 
of Indii lit fo nd 1 ~,i‘ i id pon itiil 
empne, butli louiul 1 (neomi s I mtli 
pcrils,e«pos( llot't 111 illv.iiui fill il< n 
ed by the distt,!! ol sniiomii' i], pn is 
Tippoo Sidtiiin i III I isiiin.., 1 j fi’ ih i 1 i> 
tred at; mist ns, n is in Unn liis | 1 11 ts 

uf vcn^i ini e, an I |n(,]Mini In thiii^ht 
.out lit Strutt on rill (Mill 11. '(TOuuts 
of the Maratta confedti tci, mllue let 1 bj 
councils hostilr to oui i nipiic 1111 uitn* 
ests, weie formidable iiid u'lbiojvetk J he 
Ntaijm subjugued by 1 inmciot-, foite, 
Untf^l the cominind ol [iiiieh oliiicrs, 
waitt hI lit in hisverj i Amoiet on- 

a£d§rable, an^l ilniost iin< ncndtnA Fiinch 
power, fiv d m 1>> ib, and in possession of 
ti^ person of the uiugul, menaced our most 


vuhuiibh fiontici on the side of Oude, 
allied with Imiee, and piipuid to to- 
opei it( iiith hei 01 mv otiiti invuler uf 
till Uii isli (loniimons Aluk tin chin*,e 
Ihi suit mil oKillniiin, his Ini il, ins 
iimie Ills k n.,tlom t stiiiginshrd hu net 
ihe Ni e ii i ni m< ip it( d Aoin 1 ii in h in* 
iliiiiiLi, i 111 11^ t oni elo (s 1 md iin <1 it- 
I'll/’’ illi s il M I lua (oiilidii i\, 

biokin (ns|oiii I I ml liuiiilded b^ oiu 
I ms, I no 1 11 ^11 m ob| it ol iiixii l^ 01 
il iim lii( 1 (Hell loin men IV putot 
hid 1 ills oIm I ind dispu (d mil s nee 
III 1110 \idiid ( 1 th n lion him nil n.. on 
th 1 \ I t I )ifi nor tin i uili, Imt hv om 
ift-ni ( md p urn i 11 I hi mnpiis- 
ti( 11 (ipi(( in mci ol III it tin ( st ihbsind, 
wdnoi i mil tbioi^ln il llu Inlim 
«( il I, m 1 till bio's s ol Ihiti h )ii tiei 
iT(I s innini* i vl 11 nd to in Mu ns ol 
tliii 1 ltd md 11 I tl I sill] (Is In the 

( mill tin i ( Mills iiin h tin b( ell id* 
(l( I to the 1 * 11 ' s|i (|( mini n inin li to the 
.,l(i\ nil pit 11 loin ol 11 Hi itish 11 itnc, 

I 111 hn h no (in h is m > « ontuhutid th in 

mv 11 h( h n tiniid in me (Sii A. 

ell l( \ 1 Ihit so tilt VM ItMir whnii 
111 I I 1 (I t] ^( inn V' Ini II nispiK (J ill 
((II iKsli im 1 I I II '1 0 ( itliels liivc 
lloi el bin ii( I so iiitK tl iddeil to tht CN.- 
(iil't oin I (I s< It It I tin gioiv uf 
(Mil 11 111 1 to ill p(im 11 lit sliingth, 

sol bl\ nlstcmiiv iloiniinpni (.011* 
fiiiipl itm om sjLiiil (11 is till lite goMi- 
1101 „iini il 1 ( md 1 in his 11111 il md 
(011)1 11 mg itw till h tin UII it il Ins de- 
pi t IK, wc mu Will 1}, Inttrritium iiu( lit 
n loiiui itl f i ^ I s 1 dl lioiibli you no 
lmlli(i,tii nmiii'y lo nkiiovvltd..,t with 
gi''titu(l( , till mini rni I li we lueivid, 

II d i nlii it tl < lion I lo In hell il 1 ip- 
p n to hill ibu i I il tint I hi\i been 
in liK < d ) loiip, to lie pi son its patn in e, 
111(1 luini (Illy itln stiongi s( si nsi ol 
publ * dulv, md 1 eniisi nnlious comit- 
tn II, tint in viiidn itiiig tin nlsof'nd 
Wiileslij’s iilmni lirlion, 1 am dcfi,Al- 
inglh 'most iiiiportint md valuably,..!' 
till ts of inv oiintr^ • 

f ord ini ht Id Ham lion contended, that 
tin nibob' lalliri md gimd-fathei had 
liMil ml *lifd 111 amitvr with the Biitish 
^OM^almn^, aim that by the ticatv of 
17 M 2 , the nillhb wis not pn eluded from 
any but i political rssociation, or ^oires- 
p mill uce w ith tht iiitive povvei s Ifo one 
act bf hostility b id been committed by 
tin n ihob, noi had he been proved m any 
mstinie to have violated his ^ngagcineiits 
with the company. lie cohld not agree ui 
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the ritw of thw subjcrt taken by the ught 
hon gent who h id |usl sat down, btt ans( 
it appealed by ihi Papeis, that the gtiuril 
^ goieinnx nt 111 India hid the intention to 
aniiev the nabobs leiiitoiiesto tlieise ot 
the 1 1st Iiuliiromp n>,leiii^ be hue aiiv 
chaige oi p ihdy was iin)>iitu]f to him 
What inns line lue lithe fidelily oi the 
tilbob, it the ^oetriioi ofeiuiil e not 
lioiw the ye^i 170 S to ISOI, find mvpie- 
te\t Joi the nsur| ilion ot Ins tenite 
lus, h)i iniisuipitiAn he eoiisideieel it ■' 
Afte I tin e le i iin tide s* ite me n s ol the 
hon bnonet it lyis imneerssu> ten Inin 
to siv inv lliiiio jBioie on the •■lib (e I lie 
wisaw uehiw ii lie tlie house \ isnielyieel 
to (iiteiimi 1 ejiKslnm oi tin ivind It 
any thni' w edeulited to louse the 
spun ut tint liousp, lilt latemeiits liteh 
nude m n, lelui e to tin nibobol Oud* 
must h \i e eloeie o Al that nine tlie house 
imi t hue (111 the hoiiuui iiiei luteiest 
oi the eoiintiy sieiiliced, and tflci the 
eanie iiiel bee'i pi seel o\ei wniioul the 
slightest iieiiue li llic iioiisi, ii w is ini 
p issiliie loi the |eopIe to I eik nj) to its 
pstiee with the uspitt tiid leveieiiee it 
till been I ceistoiiied to eli Ib lliou^hl 

notlii 1 but tile me> t e e i ml listie 
toi \ H I oils roidd ) islii\ 111 piiii(din<' 
toe\ nils (111 nilioli, nel |I n i \ti n 
tiling lint 1 1 IS the 111(1 iiieol u ii' 
ineiiuhisue hid ' i e ii ( h due el II 

slioiilei etil ml) Mijipoil the i’e ' itn n 
( ohnu I \tlm t i tint hum en 
iouiiei 111,^1 t eeiitmi d to st ite liu opii i n 
upon I (jij( 3 ti(»i ol I nituie siind i to tli t 
whieh w IS now I i ii^ it be ton the iioii , 
(the Ouele t liei^e ) he slioiild not d 
ehirge Ins eiutv with sitisiiction to Ins 
own inmd, weie In to be siicnl upon i 
motion tint iclated to ti insaetioiis, wbieli 
tookjiliee in the ( iinilu, whin he ii 
^ided lot an inimtiiiiipted peiiod ol 20 ^ 
yens, hnin^.mlhe eoui e oi tiiit tune 
aU 1, helel a e onheh ntiil situ ition inidei In 
IK We it lend loid But kni_,tiainshir( tin in^ 

. whole ot Ins ulminisli itiun ui hiel i , 
In h id oppoituniln s (it knoum 11 iiu oi 
the tlets, wineh weie staudnith pipeis 
betore the house As the n ihob ot A < ot 
liid iiesti w mted adeoeites (is they bid 
witnessed eitii that night,) k'^kss it th it 
he was an indepe mleiit soyne le^ii, and is 
manython menibeis migh* not have h id 
leisure 01 inclinition to pciiise tiu pipcis 
laid be fore pai liamenl ujioa tins sulljei t, 
he vyshed shoitlv to diaw (he attention of 
the miuse to the oiigui ot our eonnertioii 
with Mahomed Ally, and to the founda- 
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tion of Ins pretensions as nabob of Aieot, 
in Older tint a eoiiect idea might be 
formed oi the title and pimlegeswinelihe' 
lelnaliv peisscssed —Hi the»uj;lit he could 
stiew, tint it w<Ss dining the emiiest be- 
(weiiithe J oglish ami the lietuh, who 
hid gniied gu ituitliicnee m the Deem, 
uid limed it the tYeluStie po st*s ion of 
the t iiiitie, til it M inoined Vlly hist m- 
tiedueeii hmiseli to out notiee, notas^thc 
n kiiowle (l_,i d inliob ol Aiiot, hut as tho 
eompetiNii oij. hiiiidiSiili wli > e puten¬ 
sions w i< sop nil el b\ ihelieinh—lie 
tlioi^ln In (umII shew, *Iiat in ih it wai, 
wii li te I mill ite el m le uing the LnglibU 
Ill steisollthi ( uniiie so little did ftla- 
I meel 'Tie eu Wi think oi eon(|uiiing 
me Illy loi Inn, tint tli liiitish coloutS 
\>iu I III Illy li iisti (I on the iorts which 
uiie tide It *le> e 111 aims lit twe obtained 
ii0111 the mogul tin sm non ot In lutlio- 

I (>, uiulit i eoiiiiMis i n to M iliunnvl 
Vlly IS n ilml) ol \ieoi th it tint eiffiec 

wa oin oi (iepiituioii iiid I'epemlenee ot 
i unlit m nituie, mel ([tiite ilistiiiet fioin 
the id 111 mist I It ion oi (hi iiniuiis whieh 
lx Ion i( ( 14 () tin olli i ol P< vs m, ind tint, 
tluou^h nutisii mihit II i,tlie)oi Iwooihecs 
well untid in ins peison, iiiidti the Os- 
|i(s eoiidilioM *tlni t n mm ,( meiit of 
im I 1 111 sin iilil 1 veil 1 1 lue i oiii- 
|) lu 111 elie iniilot in hPiim ,inltv of 
iiv see I p letiei , oi oi iiiy iiilui? 

II in ^j( uni IIy en^igim ills—But lie 
tiion In III should best eeiisult the wishes 

i th h )u (, nid ((It iiiiU his own meli- 
niliiiis, Iiv i tuning iioiii these detnU; 
h should tl tie I le e oiiti^it liiinscii by ob- 
seiMii,, tint tin intiiri of e^i eon lee tioii 
with the 11 ibob (it Aieot would be found 
icoui It 1 } eUsiiibed b\ lord Micaitiicy, 
n i le t'e I fioin the ,^o e innieiil ed 31 nil is 
t<) th It ed Ben^il, in whieb lette i, speik- 
m„ of this III tl pe'iileiit seueieidu, hiS 
luidslu,) olisene d, tli it he w is no mote 
i( ikoiie d th 111 (he nihoh ot Oude, among 
(lie II tl L p >w( e t llindo t in , that they 
wecie ft Jill 1 nope Ills, ]» e mne etioii and * 
eh ptiieUnee '—lie w is iw ne tint it wa» 
met 111 II till pe It the woids iindc use of 
Av any lion memln* tn a foiiaer debate, 
but lie I ope i 111 sluiuld not be eousidered 
oytoloidii by sli^lillyr illinlmg to theiJU * 
Vn lie^n niembti, who Iwok i different 
Mtwof life On It question iiom that which 
he did, h i *111}, a Iv< md to the situations 
oi the vi/ui ad'^hidi, and tlu nabob of 
Aieot, biought I'i lattci be low the IcArel 
upon wTiuIi lend Mac irtnej*had placed 
them, observing, tiiat the viaicr was more 
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of a^i in^U'pcniieiit suverei^n than thr naliub 
of Arcot. J]c cortaiiily was so; lu* ri- 
isid^d ill lii> own cupiiai, at a great ili^taiKe 
from ilf ^sat of the British i>m< rmiunt; 
he had numerous aruiiis^ iuid his l'orl<< 
%vere garrisoned by In, i.wii troops; but 
he svished to stale to tin* house, *and to 
bring to the fc.-ollei tion of -.oine lion, 
members of it, the opinion of tiiat <^umi 
man, Mr. Bui Ire, legiinling the indepdid- 
«ncy even of the vi/.ier. Jn the *Hh Arti¬ 
cle of ^•h!n’J,.e a; .linst IVIr. fjastiiig,, pie- 
fipnted b\ Mr. Butke to tin-, house, in 
April he s'.\s, ‘tint the reign'nie 

* nabob ol Oiule, by taking into an 1 ton- 

* tinmiig in liis p ly eeilaln liodif s ol' remi- 

* Jar Jirilish troops, and by Iia\\ng aili r- 

* wards admitted tlio Itritisfi resident at Ins 
'court, into the man.igi ment of all hi, 
' ail'airs, foreign and dMiiistle„ and p.irti- 

* eularly into the adiinni.stration ol liis 
‘ finances, did gr.ulually lieconie, in sub- 
' stance and clleet, us well us in gener.i! 
' repute and esthnatioii, a dependtiit on, 
' nr a va.ssal of, the Ba,t In<lia'('omi):iny.” 
And he would beg to reft r iion. gentlemen 
to Mr. Burke’s spci i h on tlie eiabob of 
Arcol’.s debts, for bis opinion reganling 
the independent .sovereignty (,f ..Maiioiiud 
Ally. “The nabob of Aiiot,” says Mr. 
Iturkc, “his, in liulh and siil),taiu’e, no 
" inoictlian if merely'civil authority, held 
'**111 the nio.st intire dc[»ende]MT on tlie 
" Companv.—The nabob, without nnli- 
'' tary, without fedt ral eaparity', is ex- 
" tingiiislied a.s a potentate.” On this 
topic, he could also quote the sciiti'nenls 
of a person whose testimony ivoidd always 
be entitled td^consideration, lie nnaiit 
lord Macartney, who, in a letter to the 
secret eommittee, July 178.5, oliserves, 
that ‘ to eonciliale tlie nabob’s mind to his 
' real situation, whieli he .seemed wulliiifi; 
' to forget, to relive in his mcinorv, with- 
' 9 ut wounding his delieacy or his pride, 
' the steps by which he had risen to eleva- 

* tIon, to lead him to feel his oldig.itioiis 

* to the Coinpaiiyv that wh.itever raiik or 
' territory he had ever possessed, either by 

* his paper titles, or bj' actual occupancy, 
*. he derived from their arms, their influ- 

* fence, their generosity, and that his in- 

* tereAts and security were so involvt d in 

* theit’S, that to pretend to a ^istinct,,sepa- 
'tjite, independent, sovereignty, as he 
'.talked oJi or to imagine thair he could 

* exist tvithout the Co'm|m.ny; or to ex- 
' pefet that the Company/w-ouid go on dc- 
' fending tht country at their own ex- 

* pjtRce, without an adequate ihare of the 


' revenues of it, were ab 3 urdilie.s that, 

‘ though in some measure warranted by 
‘ former iVicndship or connivance, lie ought 
' no longer to indulge in, as they would 
'piove a fatal deceit upon himself, and 
‘ must soon end in liis total ilcstruction, 
' and ill Jhat of his best .friends on the 
‘ coast.—lo engage tlie nabob’., mind to 
' a c«.b«i eoiisabTation of ibese points was 
‘ not ai.easy task, but it w'as a necesr.ary 
'one, and was pellorined with .success; 

‘ the result was his d:.sigiiment of the re- 
‘ venues.’—^Tlii view* taken by the govern- 
meat at home of th«‘ relative situation of 
the nabob and the Bast, India (’omp.iny, 
(orpiapondid with that taken by loixl 
M:u artiiKj , they say', in llu* inoiitb of 
June 17«5, ' \Vv .re ready to admit tliat 

• Maboined Ally tna lawl'nl nidiob of 
‘ the Carnatic ; at the same turn- we must 
‘ observe, that he acquired jtlnt title by 
' our meaiLs, and is now supported in it by 
' our authority, nor have we the smalltst 
' intention of withdraw iiie that support; 
‘ hut it must be remembered that tlu> 
‘ sword, tliat ino''( promiiieat and e,sseniial 
‘ niiiik of sovereignly, is exclusivily in the 

• bands of the Com|)any ; the nabob ran 
‘ form ni alli.mie, e.tliei olii usive or de- 

• fensive, with foreiijn jiowers.—liven in 
‘ the bit treaty with Tippoo .Sullumi, who 
‘ had nivailed the Carnatic, he is imaely 

• recogniai d as tho friend and ally of the 

‘ Coinpany, and imdiT their protei lion.’— 
'I'he hoii. ineuibcr contended, tbeietore, 
that, after wliat ho had taken the liberty 
of stating to the house, be tUought it eruild 
not be asseited, that the nabob of Aicot 
was an independent sovereign; in fact, lie 
was in a complete state of subordination, 
and ftot illy depeiidciit on tlie Hritiib 
power.—ruder the view of tins relntiori 
to tlie Company,* the lion, member said he 
would examine what had been the nature 
o( tho conduet of the nabob.s of .\rcot, in 
fulfilling the obligations of tlicir uliianec 
with the liritish power. M.diotni-d AJIy 
.having failed in his hrit engigemeiits, by 
wh'.eh he was liouud toJiquidate tin* debt 
incurred by the war, which had estabhsht>d 
him as nabob of Arcot, he was called 
upon, in 17d3, to assign to tiu* (Imnpany 
certain cunrignoiis to Madrasa, 

(now called tlte Jaghire); at first he rc- 
fiised, and wisned to anne.x some omidi- 
tions on the part o4' the Company; but 
lord Pigot, then governor, informed him, 
that' it did not become a man, who owed 
' to the Company the situation ei^oyeii, 

' to make any conditions iMer nick cir- 
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' cumitances ; that they did not take a||y 
‘ thing from him, for that they, in fact, 

* were the girers aftd he the receiver.’— 

^Aftcr this transaction no material change 

^fipoars to have taken place, until lord 
Macartney’s administralton, whi< h coni- 
niPHced ni 178!.• That noble lo^ found 
our uflairs in the penimuU of India in the 
most critical situation. IJydcr AlU^ad 
iinaded the Carnatic the prcccdini^^car, 
and it required the exertion of the yreatest 
talents to cxtriiate u5 from oiirdillnul- 
lics.— liord Macartney soon diseovrred, 
that the sole cau“<^of all our emharrass- 
inciits [ii'oreeded ^oiu our having most 
unwisely (.omiiiitted to the nabob tlie i)|i> 
(‘ontrouled m uiagement of the reveiun s.— 
In a letter to the seeiei committee, dated 
in Jan. KSl, to which (he hon. memtur 
was atmous to draw the atttnlion of tln» 
Jiouse; Ins lordship observed, that ‘ the 
‘ first thing that struck him, as defective 
‘ in your system, was the nature of the 
' Company’s connection W'lth the nabob, 

* by which the lesources of a provime, 
‘ gairisoiied and defended by your forces 
' 111 peace and war, was altogether in the 
‘ coiitruiil of his highness, under a simple 
" and insecure engagement of reimbursing, 
‘ bj inslaiineiKs, the current < barges of a 

* rcrtniii proportion of those forces. TJiis 
‘ stipulation, even in peace, was, from the 

* constant failure and backw’ardness in tlie 

* nabob, a source of perpetual alarm to 

* govcninicnt, which often found lUrdf ab> 

‘ solutely unable to piovide for tlie pay- 
‘ meiit of tlie troops wdieti it became due : 
‘ but if fiueh arc the inconvcniencics of 

* this system ill time of peace, how totally 
‘ unprovided, weak and dcfencidcss must 
‘ he your situation under it in tunc of w«r.’ 
JjonlMacartney, therefiro,prevailed upon 

• the nabob to confirm the assignment to 
the Company of the n venues of the Car- 
ihUic dnniig the war, and until his debt 
was liquidated.—UnfortunaUdv, howi'vei, 
the assignment was surrendered back to 
the* nabob; but two years had srtirccly 
clapseil, before the csnbarraisnients of go¬ 
vernment were gi eater than ever. — The 
court of directors, alarmed at the accounts 
from Madras, sent orders to sir Archibald 
f'ampbcll, then governor, to treaty 

with the nabob, and to slipulm^ for a sub¬ 
sidy of 40.lacks and 30 thousand pagodas. 
A treaty was in consequence concluded in 
1787, by which the nabob voluntarily 
a^eec^to pay^nine lacks; but, in less than 
eighteen month8| he failed in ha engage¬ 
ments, and bis surrears, at the commence¬ 


ment of the war, in 1790, were so enoi*- 
mous as to oblige lord Cornwallis to as¬ 
sume, once more, the management of the 
country : certainly on the principles of 
justice, though ndt provided tiir by treaty. 
The assumption of the Carnatic in time of 
war, afterwards became an article in the 
treaty of 1792, upon which occasion, the 
nabob having represented to lord Corn¬ 
wall i, the madeijuacy of liis resources to 
discharge his pecuniary engagements, an 
indulgent modifttatiun of tlic treaty of 
178'^was framed. Had the treaty of 1792 
been iidhered to with that good faith« 
wliH’h we had a right to expet t from the 
nabob, the Jountry would have tbund in it 
a source ol increasing prosperity ; for, by 
its wise provisions, a considerable portion 
of the Carnatic was exonerated frtim those 
private assignments,*wliicli had ever been 
product ive of opprt'ssiun and distretu to the 
inhabitants ; but the expectations, justly 
entertained from iho o|ieration of thiA 
treaty, vveie i^isappointcd, and the evils of 
the administration of the Caiiiatic, if pos¬ 
sible, increased, after the death oi Ma¬ 
homed AII 5 in 17u!>. It now became ne¬ 
cessary, continued the hon. member, to 
examine whether the nabob adhered to 
the treaty of 1752, and he thought he 
should have no difficulty in ^tewing that 
he had violated, not only tin- spirit, bulv 
the lettiT, of that treaty.—In the year 
1701, his'iiobk friend, lord Buckingham¬ 
shire, assumed llie government of Madras. 
It was notorious, at that time, that the 
nabob had granted assi^ments on the 
district!, mortgaged to the Cqjmpany.—In 
the minutes in council of his auhle friend, 
the niisrhiefs resulting from that practice, 
were fully explained, and the sy'stcm was 
traced through all its intricacies.—in a 
letter to the (’ourt of Diioctors, dated in 
,Sopt. 170(J, lord Bill kinghanisliire ob¬ 
served, that 'the fullest consideration of 
‘ this important subject, with the ebntent- 
' platicui of that ruin in which the nabob's 
*f hrtach of engagement Ii> involving the 
‘ Carnatic; the daily accounts which he 
' fficeived of the oppression and miserie* 

' of the unfortunate inhabitants, and thn 
' conviction which he had of the progm- 
' sive annihilation of the resources of the 
' Company^ had so strongly* impressed lls 
‘ mind with^the necessity of a changOaOf 
' system, that he had no hesitation in say- 
' ing, if there*bi^jao doubt (and it is imt 
' possible atbr any man in In4ia to dotmt 
' it,) of the treaty of 1792 having behig 
< violated by the nabob, there can he «o 



S79] TARL. DEBAVES!, May 17, 1808 —Conduct qf Mm-quis Welhlej /— fisp 


* qoeAtion of our right to avail oorsrlves of 

* every means iu our power to enforce 

* each a modification of the treaty, as will 

* guard against the fatal consequences or 
A future violation, and he Vas not afraid to 

* ha/<ard his character upon the pojicy, the 

* justice, and the humanity of the mea- 

* sure/ Mahoihed Ally, the lion, member 
said, was apprixed by his noble friend, th.it 
by the infractiun of one of the main arti¬ 
cles, the whole treaty had been cancelletl, 
and lord Kiirkiiii>hain«>liire« endeavoured, 
but without suttess, to prevail upoq ti.e 
nabob to agiee to a modilication of the 
treaty, by plaiiiie under the Com pan j’s 
management a p< iinaiunlteril^orial stni- 
rity ctpial to the amount of the subsidy ; 
and, as an iiuhicement, oHired to give up 
a claim which the (‘ninp my hat! on the 
nabob for about 30 I’.ick-, ol* pagodas.— 
After the death ot Mahomed Ally, loid 
Buckiuglidinshire made a sinidar pioposal 
to the nabob Umdit nl Omruli, toviliirh 
he likewise refused to acce«|f. IJiudit nl 
Omrah was also iniormed by lord Bin k- 
inghamshire, that he roiisiilered the grant¬ 
ing assignments on the inorl^aged dis¬ 
tricts, a violation of the treaty. And (he 
government at home, in ,Iuly i79<), warned 
the nabob of the consequeiiies of siii h 
conduct; b\|^t there is stronger eiideiiec 

/than this, of the nabob’s violation of tim 
treaty, for the nabob hini'^elf, in a paper 
delivered to lord Wellesley, m IVftiy 17us, 
aays, ' Having complained thit, under the 

* present arrangement of my monthly 
r kists, he was compelled, at a p.u'ti( ular 

* period of /svery ear, to raise money 

* for the pavmeiit of the Company’s mi- 

* litary subsidy, winch inomy was ip. 

* paid from his countiies in the following 

* manner; viz. supposing a kist of a lark 

* of }Wgodas was to be jiaid, wc rcreivvd 

* 60 thousand from the country, and hor- , 

* rowed the remaining *)() thous,vnd from 

* some 'person, ami give him an order on 
. ' that country for that .imoniit, v\dpc,i he 

'receives.’ It vVaswcll known that these* 
asaigmnents extended to the distriets spe- 
* cified in the treaty, for it was recorded by 
lord Buckinghamshire, in a minute in 
council,' that the southern districts of the 

* nabob’s country, and Timiivelly in ptr- 
' * ticular, as being the mgil djsttKit from 

* t^e presidency, have been the theatre 

* In which these scenes have been chiefly 
' tthibited ; but it is qc^iorfous that simi* 

* w practif cs have been introduced, and 

* are now actually carried on in Nellore, 

' Arcot, *and Trichinopoly.’-—The house 


wgfild recollect, that every one of those 
districts wms sjiccified in tho treats .—But 
it had been attempted to be argui d bj the 
nabob, that liis granting assigntnienU on / 
the mortgaged distucts, was not a vioiatiqs.* 
of treaty; and that the only peimlty for 
so doiiigt. w l^ 111 the event of iho-e dis. 
tncts bung assumed bv (be t ompany, tli.it 
tlie*t'igtiiiieiit. should be ot no v,ilue ,11111 
ofiiolllcLt. Tlie .'lib srction of tlie htb 
artii !e ot the tie.it y el 17 ‘ 1 ‘.^ w.is a, follows, 
ami wilti tiu b'iivi ol the houte, colonel 
All III said, (h.ii lie would n.id it. 'In 
‘ «ousi-ipienct ot tlic ii\crsuic w hereby the 
‘ dutiiet,, meiitioiu •! lu |/ie.‘'chcdule, l\o. 2 . 
‘Ivtoinei, noil-life for any .irrears that 
' ma\ aceuie in -be p.iymcnt of the above 
‘ slipuiated kists, liic sjid 11 liioli agrees 
' that be will not grant tiinkaws or asMgn- 
•meiits on .niyafiouiil on the revenues 
‘ tiuieof; mid if. i oiitrary/to this cundi- 
• tion, any tuukaws or assigniiu iits should 
‘ exist when the said di>lruts, or any of 
‘ them, shall lie assunied by (he said Com- 
‘ pans, such limk.ms or asugmnciils .shall 
‘ be dec! iivJ, by tlie said ('omp.iny, and 
‘ the said nabob, to be of no value, nor 
‘ sh.ill they remiiii in efll'ct,'—He would 
not, bow'ever,attempt to aigue what sliouhl 
be the jusl consirui non of tins clause, as 
lie li.id no doubt, that, i( i( should he ne¬ 
cessary, it would be .ibly and siiei essfully 
.u giied by person., w hose opinions would 
liavc moic weight in the house than his 
(ould have; but be niiist say, that he 
thought Ills noble finnd, loid Butking- 
hamsline, h.ul put tint constiui lion upon 
It. which was mil ndeil by lord Cornwallis, 
w ho tranied t lie treaty, and tliat it was at 
the time of its conclusion so un(lel^tood by 
theaiabob.—^’I’bat be might not mis-state 
his noble fiieii I, he should make use of 
Ills own words c<)i)taim.d in a publir letter 
to tlie Court ol Directors. ‘ The ith sec- 
‘ lion of the Sill article of the treaty of 
' J 7 Q 2 ,’ says lord Buckinghamshire, 'is 
‘ made to aflect two parlies, the nabob, 

' and the money lender; if the former 
‘ grants assignments on the mortgaged dis- 
' tricts, hr is liable to .such penalties as 
' generally attach upon a breach of en- 
‘ gagemeqt; if the latter advances his mo- 
‘ ney upon securities upon the districts in , 
' question, Im hazards the loss of it, 011 
' their falling into our hands ; how tt clause 
‘ distinctly Electing two separate objects, 

' ciSi jujtly be construed to exonerate the 
' one from all penalty, because its final 
‘ operation upon the other is specifically 

' provided for, is beyona my capacity to 

/ 
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‘ disco^pr/—Upon tliis authority then, 
had no hesitation in asseiling, tliat the 
jjabol), by grunting assignments on the. 

\tlistricts mortgaged to tho Company for 
tW? security of the subsidy, violated the 
treaty of i 7 f) 2 . That tlie 'goveminent at 
heme VA'ete (iecidedly of that opjiinni, i' 
evitl"nt from a letter to Madras in dune 
I 7 [} 0 , in they ohseiMid’, Tlwl^liis 

‘ highlit bs has distinctly aeknowltflgcd, 

' tlial lie i." in the [n actice of raising money 
‘ rii)mi..liv by ussiejimeilfc of the revenues 
' of those di .Iricts which form the security 
‘ for tlie payineiil the (.'ompaiiy's sub- 
‘ .sidy ; as this pnn'iiee is luique.stionahly 

* conirary to the letter, aud suhversiveipf 
‘ the spirit of that treaty, wo direct, that 
‘ immediately nnon (he rcccijit hereof, 

‘ you adopt the necessary measures for 
' taking po,i.’i'.ssion, in the name of tin? 
‘ Companj', o£ the wliolc, nr any part of 
‘ the said slistriets, wliieli shall ajipear to 

* be so assigned.'—Col. Allan then said, 
that if he had snecoeded in shewing that 

* the treaty of 17 <i 2 had been violated, the 
justice of tho late arrangcnicnt in tho Car¬ 
natic must bn admitted. lint the nabob 
had not only violated the treaty, by grant¬ 
ing assignments on the mortgaged districts, 
but also by entering into a corre.s|ioMdence 
with Tippoo Sullan, witlmut the Know¬ 
ledge and consent of the Ikitisii govern¬ 
ment. It had been asserted, that an eager 
examination of the papers ol‘Ti|:j»oo Sul¬ 
tan, wa.s among.st the fiist acts of the 
general stall after tho fall of Seringapatam. 
it chanced, tlie hon. col. saiii, to he his 
lot to be the lust British oiriccr that eii- 
terefl tho palace of Tipp>io Sultan; he. was 
on the general stall", and in the confidenre 
of the eoniinander in chief, and had «p- 
port(iiii(ie.s of kiunving what was done, 

• Tipjioo having been Killed in the assault, 
his sons and gem-rul.s, avIio commanded 
divisions of his army, as soon as they were 
apprised of his death, sinTemlcrctl ihem- 
sclvs's to general liunis. Measures were 
immediately taken to secure, the (]ui«t pos- 
.session of Tippoo’s <loiniiuons.—The re¬ 
cords of the Mysore go^'crnmenl were 
carefully preserved ; they were examined, 
and the correspondence of the pabobs of 
the Carnatic having been diy^^bii/ered, it 
w'as, of course, transmitted to me governor 
general/ pf the nature and object of that 
correspondence, he admitted, that dilFcrent 
opinions might be forme<l \ but we kiHevv 
that, by the treaty of 17 }) 2 , the nabob was 
bound*not to •enter into any political cor¬ 
respondence vridi any native power with- 

i I 


out the consent of the British goreKBlienl';'’' 
and we also knew that the nabob, in cora*" 
pliance with that stipulation, was in the 
practice of sending to the government of 
Madras, for their approbation, not 
the draftp of the letters, w'hich he proposei^j. 
writing to 'I’ippoo, but also the lettenC 
w'hich he received from tlnf.sultan. Kecp>‘ 
ing this in their recollection, gentlemen 
would observe, that among tlic papers be« 
(ore the house, are nmricrous letters.from, 
the nabob to "Tippoo on the most trivial 
occasions, merely complimentary, all sub¬ 
mitted to the inspection of the govern¬ 
ment before, they were dispatched, clearly 
shewing thjit the nabob did not consider 
hiin.self at liberty to hold any correspond¬ 
ence whatsoever without the knowledge 
and consent of the British government.— 
What w'erc wc theiilto infer? when on th« 
occasion, perliap.s on the very day on 
which the nabob had sent one of these 
complinionlary letters to the government 
(or their apip’obation, we (bund that he ■ 
had also written a letter of a secret, and At 
least a mysterious nature, which he dis- 
patched t<f Tippoo without Ihciv know¬ 
ledge.—Sumo of the communicalionstnade 
by tlie nabob througli I'ippoo's ambassa¬ 
dors were for the purpose of apprising the 
sultan, that lie was suspected ^by tlie Bri¬ 
tish government of carrying on an iinnrcr-* 
per negoriatioii with tlie Mahraltas, or ad¬ 
vising htta to sus]>cnd his plans until, a 
inorei’avdiiiMbh; opportunity occurred, and 
of recoin mending him to be more guarded' 
in his intercourse w’ith the French; and 
we must not forget, tliat Ij’ippoo had, on 
liis part, sent amliassiulors to Ivance and to 
the Mauritiius, in order to prevail upon the" 
Freiicli to aflbrd him military assistance. 
What then, asked the hon. member, are 
\ve*to infer from tiic secret meetings 0 f the 
,nabob w'ith the ambassadors of Tippoo?— 
From tlie communications made only' 
under a .solemn oath of secrecy ? From' a 
cyplier^cvidently intended, if not for ho»- i 
^ilc, certainly for political,^uri) 0 .scs? And - 
all tliKs at a time, wlien, it would be ra». 
ciillected, that Tippop was endeavouring^^. , 
every means, td unite all the Mahontdi^'^ 
dan princes in Uindostan tor the avon^ _ 
pu^fiose of expelling the English .from 
Irid ia. Ijut ^vas l^iis tlie exteiifof thenabab* 8 ' 
treachery? By no means; for we are ip- 
(urmed, (haf in a conversation held by* 
Mahomed Ailf dfth one of. the ambassa- 
dor.s, the #nabob reprobated tl]p war eas-' 
ried on by lord Cornwallis, as a war im-' 
derfakcu for the subversion of the Ma^- 
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medan religion; by that war, Tippoo was 
reduced in power, wounded in pride, and 
he determined oft revenge ; he, therefore, 
determined to support j^he faith, and to 
exterminate the Infidels, meaning the Eng¬ 
lish. With such feelings on hjs mind, 
what was thejanguago of the nabobs of 
Arcot, the allies of the Company. It will 
be found in one of the h tters from Umdit 
Til Omrah, which contained this remarkable 
passage, which he desired might be re¬ 
peated to the sultan: ' In (he preservation 
of thy person, is the perpetual pennar^nce 
of the faith.—Let him not remain who 
wisheth not thy preservation.j!—^The hon. 
member thought no man would be bold 
enough to assert, that the nabob would 
have ventured to have submitted that letter 
to the inspection of the Madras govern- 
mmt; and yet there were pei^ons disposed 
to offer an excuse for every act of perfidy 
in the nabob, and to brand with odium 
the British name in India. In his opinion, 
however, it was enough, that/lie correspon¬ 
dence found at Seringapatam was scdct, 
and that it had been carried on by the 
nabob without the knowledge and consent 
of the British government; for his part, 
he thought that no in^partial man, who 
had perused the letters which were sub¬ 
mitted by t^ie nabob to the inspection of 
«>the Madras govenunent, and had com¬ 
pared them with the letters which were 
found at Seringapatam, could lay his hand 
on his heart, and pronounce that cor¬ 
respondence to have been innocentthe 
fair presumptio^n was, that it was of n na¬ 
ture hostile 4:0 the British interests, it t er- 
tainly was’Si violation of the treaty of 
1763.*—With this impression on his mind 
Oft the subject of the nabob’s conduct 
under the treaty of ]792, he should trou¬ 
ble the house with a few wnnis with regard 
to the policy adopted by the British go.^ 
remment on the discovery of the violation 
bfthatf'treaty. In the first place, he would 
tKBiark, as a general principle, that the 
' pqUey of some arrangement similar to that 
which has recently been adopted in the 
Carnatic, could no4 be doubted by £^y 

r on whd had looked into the papers.-— 
fer buck as 1774 the inconveniences 
and dangers resulting from the sy.stem of 
'thenabob’satiministration; bad be<ca often 
ei 4 >erienced by the government of Madras, 
fidMl as often represented to the court of 
directors. When Hy/er Ally invaded 
tm'Carnatic in 1780, there wa^an instant 
Slop to all payments from the nabob.—-In 
that’^eadful exigency, so eloquently de- 


so^ibed by Mr. Burke in the speech to 
which the hon. member had before utiuded, 
the assignment of the revenues of the 
Carnatic was obtained, without which aljy 
our revenues and credit must have 
inevitably sunk to no purpose. l)f the 
import:t.ice of that as-.ignbient, and of the 
danger of rc-itoiing the Carnatic to the 
ndB^'^’lord’TVIacartney was so deeply im¬ 
pressed thaf m one of his letters to the 
court of dirc'^'tors, he says, ‘ From tlie 

* moment yorf sth render the assignment, 

‘ you cease to be a nation on the (oast 
and in another, * Wit»/)ut the assignment, 

' I see not a ray of liojle for the preserva- 
' tion of the Company or the security of 
‘ the iiabirf).’*—Lord Mac artney justly con¬ 
sidered the assign>urnt to be, not only the 
rock of our strength i.' the Carnatic, but 
that the nabob’s real inteicst and hnppi- 
n< ss, as well as the general •srcurity would 
have been best consulted by letaining it; 
and that tlie Company, upon the same 
principle that they exeiciscd the right to 
wield the sword for the common good in 
limeofwar, ought to havcadtnini,tercd the 
revenues for the Loiniuon good in time of 
peace. LordCornwallis porrectlycoini ided 
in opinion with lord Macartney as to tlie 
necessity of a radical reform, and he exa¬ 
mined the wliole system of our connection 
with the nabob, w itii a view to that object. 
The opinion of lord Coniw.Tlbs must have 
so much weighi with the house and with 
the country at larce, th it the hon. ineinhrr 
was anxious to draw* their attention to an 
extract of a letter from his loidsinp to the 
•court of directors in Aug. 1700, ‘ I must 

* freely own,’ says lord Cornwalln, ‘ that 

* I could not venture to jnopose any plan, 

‘ rtfi the surcc*ssol which I could have any 

* firm reliaiiee, unless tlir iiahoh could be 
‘ induced by a large annual revenue, ic- 
‘ gularly paid .mil properly seemed to him, 

' to surrender the management of his f oun- 
' ti'y for a long term of ycats, to the roni- 

* pany. The nabob’s age, his long con- 
‘ iiecfton with us, liis nght to the posses- 
' sion of the country TT hich, however, with- 
' out our assistance, would linve been but 
‘ of little value to him, and exaggerated 
' account^ of former services, may lurnish 

' topics^br^opular declamation, and may < 

* possibly engage the nation, upon mistak- 
‘ en ideas of humanity, to suppe^rt a sys- 
' tern of cruelty and oppression; but whilst 
‘ 1* feel conscious that! am endeavouring 
‘ to promote the happiness mankurd, anti 
' the good of my counij'), I shall give 
' very little weignt to such considerations, 

( 



S85] PAXL Miv if, ' w 

* and I should conceive that 1 had^ot be prevailed upon to adopt the modifin^ 

* performed the duty of the high offace tiou of the treau proposed by lord 

' which you did me the honoui to place inghamshiie, which, they observed, v% 

* me, if laid not declare that the picsent founded upon principles of sound pohw, 
>t^ixed government cannot prosper in the humanity and justice, they therefore m» 
'^m&tjbuids in which your part of It can rected his noble fi tend to renew the pM« 
■s*IJg' placed, and that unless sime such position* in their name So deeply iti* 

' plan as that which I have propjti/d should deed sseie the court ol dncctors, and tb| 
'be adopted, the iuhabitaul|^Mib^'ai- government at home, impicssed with th|S 
<na^c must rontiiiuc. to be vretrlhM, the absolute ncies<-)ty of this anangement, 

' nabob must remain an indiKntbankiupt, that they requested lord Wellesley to make 
' and his country an expensive a shoit stay at^Madias on his way to Ben- 

' buitlien to the coimiany and the ndtion * gil, in oidei to pies ail upon the nabob of 
*1 Ills wns not the <>^y proof th it tins sub- ijfrft. to the plan piopost d by lord Buck- 
ject had tngigtd ^ most se nous attention inghuiislinc But th'st vieic not the 
ofloid Coiimallif, foi in ilettci iiiit^cu only tcstn|ionicii of this bi inch of the 
two veais *ifletndtds, liis loiiKhip obscii- question to whu h he could letei the house, 
cd that, ‘If theic had been the 1< ist We find, sud the hon inembe r, in the pa- 
‘ eh met of obtaining the nibob’s u quits pels he fun us, that is late as the year 
V ceiite he should without hcsitatioii have 1801, the o|pnIon^ of lout Powis strength* 

' been lead} have pioposcd to him as enitig and coiihiming those' of his prede- 
‘the plan licst calculated foi promoting cessors, Ins loidship olise iicd, that‘Jt wai 
'Ins own Intel est ind comfort, and the ^ matcn il foi him to icpcat, and with im- 
' h ippine ss of the inliahitants of the Cai- ‘piessisc earnestness, that no securi^^ 

' aiti(, that he should entrust the compa- ' sufliciently •extensive and efficient ror 
'ny with the entifc management of the ‘ the Biitish inteiest in the Carnatic, can 

‘ countiy, undci ni engagement to pay ‘ be denied from the tieity of 1792, and 
' lnni,iegiil uly a libetal poition of its re- ' that no divided powei,howevci modified, 

' venues foi tin inamtenance of his family ‘ can possibly avcit the iiiin of that de* 
'and the support of his dignity’ The ' voted eoiintiy’-*-The hon member de* 
lion meinbei sud, that he need not re- riaied that aftci the opinions of loid Sfu* 
mind the house th it this plan exactly cor- caitncy, lord Cornwallis, In'fl Biickillg'* ^ 
responds with that which was proposed by hamshiie, ind loid Powis, publiily leexud-* 
loid Powis to Ally Hussein. Oftheprae- ed, and Sp which he hacl endeavoured tn 
til al w tsdom of that plan, no in in could draw the attention of the house, after th^ 
doubt, whenwe find, notwithstanding all fullest cnquiiies on the spot, possessing 
that had been done by loid Macaitney, also, as lord Wellesley didj^every inbans 
by sir Arch ( ampbill, and by lord Corn- of aequuing conect information, he could 
walhs, that the evils of the n ihob’s admi- not feel suipiised, that lord Wellesley 
nistiatioii still continued to exist as late as should have considered the fate arrange* 
179'), and to reipure eoncction J^id meat in the Cainatie as founded in the 
Buekinghamshiit, m his minute dated in wisest policy Its impolicy howcver had 
Oct 1795, obspived, ‘ That no eomment bejm atgued upon grounds, m his humble 
' could be icquircd to shew th it th it spe- opinion, quite erroneous. Ithadbdhnre* 

' eies of government, it it deseived the marked by those who differed fiom him 

* name of government, contained the most on thisoccision, that foimerly we had no 
•grievous oppressions of the people, the mvidiousdutiestodiseliaige.tliatthena- 

* certain impoveiishment of the ejiuntry, bob’s govei nment ex ictcekthc revenue and ’ 

* and the mevitablejdecay of revenue ’— ’inflicted the punishments, that they wero 
Impiessed as his lordship was with a sen- regarded as the oppressors, whilst wewere 
ous conviction of that truth, he looked with considered as the bcfielaetors ol the coua-« 
extreme anxve^ to the nature of thi seeu- try, but that now we had changed pUoia 
nty provided oy the treaty of 1792, and with the nabob , and w< were then gravrfy 
his lordship stated his opinic fi, fiiat there aslced,^ whether it was wise,to have taken 
was ^ther remedy than placing the upon o’ursftlvela tisk which must render 
districts pledged for the security of ihe us odious to*the n itiv es > To this pomt^hn 
subsidy m the hands of the company eThe hon. mombeinsai(l ht could speak flora his 
conduct of his noble friend was highly ap- own perwnal knowledge, foi he w u eei- 
provdft by the court of directors, who sin- ployed for 7 oi 8 yeais making sui veys of 
ceiely lamented, that the nabob could not the country, and tiavorsed every part of it, 

V^. 2 C 



54^5' pIhl. DEBiAaife »fe«e%— [184 

1 ^ be believed he might ven^are to say, 

' iwi at the'timc ho quitted India, no Kuro- 
Mim had seen mote of the ('amutic than 
he had many opportunities of 
learniug the real SentirauK«<, of the inhabi* 
tants, and he had no hesitation in declare 
ing, diut they invariably spoke ih praise 
antd admiration r.f the system pursued dur¬ 
ing the period that the country hail been 
under the management of the company’s 
siervants ; and witli detestation and abhor¬ 
rence ol’ the nabob’s mapt'gei’s, whose 
Oppression and iruclty were so great, th it ! ‘ provim 

he bad know'll all the iiihiibitaiils of a^* il- '‘held all aNSistnnce i\'im their n spectivi 
lage fly from the nabob’s territories, dur- |' distniis, but opposedYvery possible ob- 
ing thii night, to seek protection in those | * ject to the passage of VippHcs, jirocuud 
of the rompany, or pi rliaps to retire alto- i ‘ f<ir the c e of the army beyond the, li- 

* • ,• .1 • I , . !• I ! .I_ ,1 .• .1. , A_I 


sfaeyved an indiflhrence to the British inte¬ 
rests, w'biih might juMly be attiibuted to 
disaticction. In a letter front the Madras 
goveriiint at to tlie court of directors, Aug. 

they observed, ‘ We are coiicerui^ 
* to inform you that this is uot‘’*4je ou^ 

‘ instance in which we hairc.had to'ldb^t, 
' an ind^i^'em'C to the success of oiir 
m e.a-.i>» »rftn the pact of ids lughliess, for 
ailing Iwrtlt tlic resources of 
for tho supply of your 


inst^d of 
the C'arrtat 
aimy 



, his In^'incs^’s man.igeir, in every 
iwe of his dole iiuotis, not only’ w ith. 


gether into the dominions of the iiizain or 
of Tippoo Snitaun.—It wight be argued 
bovrever, (and some •h.ul already uiaiie 
the attempt) that all bough the laic ar- 
nm^einent in the (’ariiatie was Ibuiuled in 
justice and policy, the family id Mahom¬ 
ed Ally half strong claims on the liberality 
and indulgence of thi* Britisn'govirument. 

It may, therefore, i'«>nlinucd the hon. 

Riembor, be worth while to examme how 
far such claims arc well founded. From 
out earliest I'onneclioiiw'ilh Mahomed Aliy, 

WO had reason to be di^ealisficd with limi 
fijf his w'ant of faith and honour, insUinees I I7‘12, not only by' gtanting 


‘ mils of his liijjl'iiess’ii domimons.’—And 
the governor at boiiia in a letter to ]ii n- 
gal, dated the Uli Doc. ISOO, mentioned 
the parlieiilars of the nabob’s comiuct re¬ 
garding the fort of Cluuderii-agheny, and 
observed that, ' a more decHled instance 
' of disalFei tion could sraicely be iniugiit- 
‘ ed.’—I Ijiderall lh^■^c riicumstancesoltJic 
nabob’.. reprate(l,h" uii.jhl almost say ouii- 
staiit, failure in lus t iig.igcim iiN; of his 
iudiiii rence to the Bntish interests, .m 
mdilieimec omouulmg iiiaily to ili.saflee- 
tion;—of liis violation ot the triaty of 


i of which ha'll been rccoided as far baik <a> 
’^the ailniinisti'utioiis of Mr. Bouchier and 
Mr. Dupre, and the government cf Madias 
had declared thattlie iiahoh’s conduct was 
tmeh as to destroy all confidence, in his en¬ 
gagements.—laird Macartney observed 
that the rccordil-W'ere full of essential fail¬ 
ures on the ||art of the nabob in his pecu¬ 
niary engagements. In the war with 
Ilyd’er Ally in 1780, we applied to the na¬ 
bob in vain for assistance ; the sumo w'hen 
wo were preparing for the war m 1790 — 
In thi war of 1799 the government was 
coinfiellcd to call upon the nabob for pe-' 
caniary assistance; tor when lord Welles¬ 
ley assumed the government of India, he 
imnd an evhau''ted treasury and dur rre- 
idit very low. The nabob promised three 
iRcks df pagodas, no very large sum, but 
tt will Bcarcely be Deiieved, that he ad- 
'tVKttCed only 16,000 pagodas, or 6,400/.; 
private individuals shewed more Zeal, mid 
4o the houFOur of the British commercial 
ikouse8<^ Madras, they aflorded'every pos- 
'Bifele attistAnce, and enabled tho army to 
MOfia l^m our frontier to lleringapatam. 
Bit this want of attachment to liis allies 
WMnot cofihned to failures in his pecuiii- 
tey engagements; the nabob actaally. 


on the diitricts wliu li were mortgaged to 
tile company as the si'ciiiity for his sulisi 
dy ; but also by eiili ring into a secret 
coireqjoHcJence w ith Tippoo .Siiltaon, the 
iwplacable enemy' of the Britisli naiiie in 
India; the hon. member coiitLiided that 
we were justifi, d in considering the treaty 
of 1792 as aniiilid.ited, ami in adopting 
whatever mramres we deemed iieress.arv 
tosfcure our rights in llio Catiialic. With 
tliisviow it was the intent ion of the British 
gov'erimient, to have made a • onimuniea- 
tion to the nabob, Umdit n) Omiah, ofthc 
proofs which they had oblniiud, of hic 
haring! allied on a se.cretcoirc.poiidi'tice 
with TippooSultaim contrary to the stip<i- 
lations^ ol the treaty of 1792.—He had 
previously be.en a[)pri.8ed of hi. viotalion 
of that tr<-uty by granting HviemneAts on 
the mortgaged districts. CircumstMiices 
of cxpeiiieney however ioterrutited this 
commnnicatioM ; it was priitract^ by the 
nabob’s* IIntocs, and his death frustrated 
the wish of the British governmen^ to ob¬ 
tain from him satwlhctory security Ah' 
thel” rights in the Camatic-^ReleMed 
liom the treaty of 1702, which had'beet* 
repeatedly violated by the 'nabob,*' with 
the recorded opinioas of ionlMsMtaitBSjib 



lord Cornwallis, lord Backinehaitasbire, 
and lord Powi^, that no divided power, 
Itowever modiOKl, could possibly avert 
.the utter ruin of the Carnalio, the opinion 
'^'^lord WeUesley was further strenf>thencd 
s/»ntinients by a letter from the 
-wiCTetcomiuittee approted by the board 
of coiitroul, transnntted to himr in June, 
1709. In thi'. letter the sPcrjj^wsswHf e 
obsejped, ‘ In the event ofiiWd^ with 
‘ Tippoo Sultaun, the resptwvc countiics 
' of the nabob of ArAff^jl/l the r,i|ah of 
' Tanjore, will of canrse tome undt the 
' company’s inanac^ieiit, and they direct 

* that they be iiX relniqiiisheil without 

* sperial orders frfm us or the court of di- 
‘ ie« tors.' Without entering into any de- 
taildd examination of the roiitenls of this 
I' l{(r, he would be satisjled with nieiely 
lugging the house to rciiiaik, tliat evea 
upon a oeiier.\l principle of i \pedtencv, 
and without any knowledge ol the secret 
« oris spon'ieni'e found at Sc i ingapatam, the 
internment at home oidt red lord Welles- 
liyiiot to rcliii(|uish the (’aiirUie cten 
iijioii llie c'oiicliision of a peace with 'lip- 
poo Snitann. 'Iheirforo, he waschaiiy 
of o[>inion, that iiiuh r all those circnni-l 
"lam « s, It ms tin d'Uj' ol lord Welh sley i 
toloiiusiuh .III aiu'iigeinent lor the hi- 
tnre nihnu'ii"li.ilion ol ilu affairs ol the 

t irn Ik O" "hon'vl n-ull hom a full c <ui- 
cjeirtKin of the 1 ( 1 .Ill t "itu.iticni of the 
ii ihol) an I the Ims*' In li i t cunpanv ; the 
I‘iinous con cipiemi . oi ili< i([uated vio- 
1 , 1 .ions ol the <11 iv'oi IT),:; the interests 
ol the inh.'i'il II ol the < ountiy, the se¬ 
curity ol t'*. 1.11 i.li gorcimmnl, ami the 
ordeis th it hid hem lenned honi tlie 
court ol dll. etors.—A ddlciilty howcwei 
eiost with icsp.'c t to the piisoti vho,was 
to suciced to whali\er dt gif< ofp'.wci it 
might be dcc-mei! sjiwto iil.n e in the li imls 
ot the sucotsMU of I nirlil ul Oinr di ’lli. 
illegitimate and ad«]>tid si n w.is eoiisiii'cr- 
cd entitled to a conditional pn lereucr, oat 
when, uiuler the suggeslioii of tho"e, who 
]i id been the acts ist rs ot Ins t itlii r, he rc - 
fused to accede to tjie tciins which it h id 
become necessary to annex to the situa¬ 
tion of nabob of the C.uiiatie, the sucus- 
fiion, subject to the stipiihitions i‘quni d, 
was ofleied to and acrc-pted by the next 
b^itimate heir, the son ol AtaieA' ul Oui- 
rah am^randsoii of Mahomed Ally. Hut 
it had been said, that that arrangement in 
the Oarnatie was begun, coiilinnedaand 
concluded with a rapidity which w'as oh- 
servaBle in •all the foreign transactions of 
the Ben^ gui^ntmcnt; it was no doubt 


eksy make, but it etfrftialjf tut ’ 

to reliite such an assertion. tSo far 1 
that rapidity wtdi which the ^tlgnl 
vernmeiit was unjustly charged, it 
that lord Wellesley investigated the 00^ 
ness with the most deliberate cautionvW 
He appointed commissioners (of w'hom, itt 
ronsc(]ucace of what hadrihuen from the 
bon. hart, who opened the debate, h» 
should say a few words before he sat down) 
to examine the persons concerned in the 
correspondcut^, ami to ascertain the na- 
tme of the coimcction between the nabobs 
of 4ie Carnatic and Tippoo Sultaun ; he 
reported the pioceedings to the secret 
committee and to the board of rontroul ; 
and It W'as nut until lord Wellesley was 
infurinod by tho"e high authorities that 
tlieir sentiments perfectly coincided with 
hi'> own, aitfi with 4ord Powis’.s, that ha 
gave his final iiistiucliuiis on the suiiject, 
two ye.iis after the discovery of the cor- 
respoiidcme ot the n.iliob with 'Tippoo 
.Si'lt.iun; the charge iherelbre of precipii 
taiicy was qiTite imtoundid. The treaty 
w ith A/ceiu ul How hdi was concluded in 
July 1806f ilwasimmediately Iraiii-miltcd 
to i'^.ngland, and it was now oiiiy necessary 
to shew that it w'as approved of by the go¬ 
vernment at home, 'flic house would, h0 
nittered him*eh,agircwith]iim,thjtahas- ' 
t; decision ind nut been pioiiflunccd upon 
lliil importam measure. In Sept. 1805?* 
tourt- eiMnonths lulcr the treaty had been 
com lulled, the scciet committee hating 
bad the papers a lone time under constde| 
latioii, wrote to lord Powis as follows, * Wts 
‘ do not feel ourselves calkid upon to entef 
‘ into the detail of the circuidstances con- 
' net t( d with the (msu, or to state at length 
■ tite tcnsoiimg upon those circumstances, 

" whii h has led Ui the conclusion we have 
' i^ime to, after the fullest and most deli- 
' bii.Oo caution. It is enough to slate to 

* \ on that we are fully prepared, upon the 
‘ f.K ts, as at present before us, to Approve 

‘ and roiihrm the treaty in question; and . ^ 
'we afr of opinion, that acting under the 
‘ instructions of the governor-general, yon 
‘ stand fully justified (upon the evident 
‘ svritten, as well as* oral, on which you 
‘ pioceedcd,) in deeming the rights of the 
fiiinily of Mahomed Ally, as existing « 
' undi'i' former treaties, .to have been 
‘ wholfy fbifeited, by the systematic perfi- 
‘ dy and treacherv of the late nabObI of 
'the Cnrnatac, W'allajdh, and Umdit til 

• Omrah. in breach of their solemn titd- 
‘ ties with the company. 'The claims of 
' the iiunity having been thus forfeited. 
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bers \vlio hacl yet to i^eak ypon the sub¬ 
ject, pi oposcd that the debate should be 
adjourned to Tuesday next, which was or¬ 
dered accordingly. 


* a^lda tight having accrued to the, coox'- 
^wyay of makiiigprovision at their discrc- 
non, for tlic futuie safety of the Carnatic, 
We are further of opinion, th.it tlje natuie 
^df the security which Iws been provided 
” by the treaty for the defence and pieser- 
‘ vation of our interests in that quarter, is 
’ of a sati8ra(;{^ory description. After 
having so long troubled the house, lie 
woulomerely oLseive*, that the \ lew which 
he liad taken of this subje* t, was formed 
upon an attentive peru.sdl qj' the papers 
laid before paili.iineiit, upon winch alone 
we could form our judgment. Indeed,the 
substance, almost the w hole of the speech, 
with which !tc> had prcsuincJ to trouble 
the house, vv.is founded upon those docu¬ 
ments, and he shuuhl thoief'ore oppose the 
resolutions moved by the lion. bait.—The 
hon. hart. howevei,jn speaking of the 
cotnniis.sioiicis, had used an epithi t, which 
the lion, member said ho was sure he 
would not have done, if he had been per¬ 
sonally acquainted with them ; and yet a 
very slight examination of the papers 
would have enabled the hon. barf, to have 
known those gentlcnKii, b} character ami 
reputation.—^vVliatever opinion the hon. 
hart, might have formed of those gentle¬ 
men, he could assure hipi that there w'crc 
hot in the house, nor in the country, two 
men of a higher sense of honour, of moic 
I conscientious and honourable feeling.— 
Col. Close, so highly distinguished by his 
talents, hi.s zeal and integrity, W'as resi¬ 
dent at the court of Poonah ; if he wcie in 
ibis country he should have w'ished him to 
have been exq^jiincd at the bar of the 
house, and h.^ w ns persuaded that the hon. 
hart, would 'have iuinied a diflcrent opi¬ 
nion of the seerct coriespondenre to that 
which he entci*tained. With Mr. Wehbe, 
la^e chief secret.iry to the government, the 
hon. member said he had been in habits 
of the most aflectionate friendship ; unfoi - 
tunately for his fi tend<. and his country, 
this valuable public oflicer was dead ; he 
aal^rihced Ins life in the service (.of his 
Oountry; he was a man of the nicest 
sense of honour, justly looked up to as one 
of the highest eharocters in India; 
could truly ^y, that Mr. Webbe’s me¬ 
mory was utiiversally revered. Ijlis noblo 
and independent mind would not have 
ttUowed him-^[IIcre the (eeliiigs of the 
hbp. mttmher were so acule, that he was 
uh^le to proceed, and sat down with 
I of the greatest sorrow and agitation.] 
{t. Win^/tam, on account ofihu lateness 
of 1^0 hour, and the number of hon. mem- 
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HOUSE Of COMMONS, 

^ Wednadajf, 18 . 

fPetm aXS KI.SFLC1ING THE RcpORT OH 
Dish^LAiiffla niuM SicAR.] Mr. G'oocA 
piescnted a v^itition Irom several owners 
and occupietV ojL lands lesident iii the 
county of'fjuflbnT; setting foitli, “ That the 
petitioners arc maiiy'^f them owners, but 
the greatci p.irt of then uccupiets of hinds 
111 a county wlieic barle^is the chief at tide 
of'cultivatinn; and that it is with concern 
they learn that .1 Committee of tlie liouse 
has 111 Its llepoit rc.ouiniciided the sub¬ 
stitution of‘ Sugai* and Molasses, instead of 
barley and other grain, in the distilleries, 
which mu&t be highly injurious to the 
agncultuial interest of the country ; and 
that the petitioners had trusted that the 
satisf<ict,ory and unanswerable reasons as¬ 
signed by a committee of the house last 
year against the adoption of such an ex¬ 
pedient would have set at rest its further 
agitation, and quieted the alarm it is fully 
calculated to produce ; should the farmer 
be deprived of the certain maiket the dis¬ 
tilleries aflbrd, even for a time to be limit¬ 
ed, it must tend to lower the price of gram, 
and damp the incre<ising spirit of agiicul- 
turc; and that the petitioners, how ever 
strongly they may feel the distres.ses and 
the diQiculties under whit h the Westindia 
trade at present labouis, however anxious 
they may be for the adojition of any mea¬ 
sure foi Its relief, still they cannot per¬ 
ceive that either justice, policy, or neces¬ 
sity requires that such relief should be ad¬ 
ministered to them at the sole and exclu¬ 
sive expence of the land, being a sacrifice 
of the muie important interests of agricul¬ 
ture ; and therefore praying the house 
not to allow such a bill to pass into a 
law.” 

Mr. Campbell presented a Petition from 
the lord provost, magistrates, and common 
council of the city of Glasgow; setting 
forth,« That the petitioners feel themselves 
called upon, at this interesting crisis, to 
express to the house their unqualified ap¬ 
probation of the proposal latelvj Oiiade in 
parliament for the temporary kuspension 
of pislillation from Gcain; the present 
relations of these kingdoms with the other 
nations of the world, the large quautities 
of grain which it is we^ ksiown this coun- 
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try has been obliged^ for many yeai^ to 
import beyond the extent of its owtr pro¬ 
duce, and the neces&ity of our providing 
at home for the probable deficiency in 
IthebC inmortations, evidently dictate &uch 
measure: and, although thei e is 
plenty of gram in the country, 
It would bcti.iy a great want o^oresight, 
in tiineh like these, not to for 

eveyr event, or to run the sfallest^'isk of 
a scarcity amongst the pnple of these 
happy lands; and 

too well awaie of itj^iivcrsal impoUunce 
ei er to make any ^quest in the smallest 


degree inconsisteA with the agricnltuial 
pro‘«|>erity ofthe oountry ; on the contryy, 
they feel it is at all times their duty, as it 
is their interest, to promote, as far as lies 
in tluir powei, the improvement and ex¬ 
tension of agriculture ; but they must coi> 
fess tiny are not able to perceive how the 
stoppage of Distillation from fb-aiii at this 
time can possibly Intel fere with that im¬ 
provement ; they rannot see w hy any 
alaiiii should be excited in vsell-mrbrmed 
and uiibias'.od initids by sui b a propos.il ; 
they cannot allow them>,clics to belirve 
that calciilatiuii lias been resorted to by 
those who hate taken stub alaim; for 
surely it l^ niamiest that our fanners will 
have to provide not only for the «*xpected 
short importation into this country but 
also lor the consumption of the West In¬ 
dia coluiiu s, which liave now to look to 
Britain lor the supply of a large propor¬ 
tion of their wants ; the additional quan¬ 
tity of gramiequiied for those two pur¬ 
poses will, beyond doubt, greatly exceed 
all that is at any time consumed m the 
distilleries; and it is a well-ascertained 
fact, that the prices of the ddlerent Ignds 
of grain mutually operate on each other, 
hO that the grower of barley need be under 
no apprehension; nor should it be foi got¬ 
ten, that the proposed suspension of distilla¬ 
tion from gram is not to be of a permanent, 
but merely of a temporary nature, and 
that the king m council is to be enipower- 
ed again to permit the use of barley in 
the distilleries us soon as it falls below a 
fiiir and leasomable piice; farther the pe¬ 
titioners cannot avoid expressing their sa¬ 
tisfaction, that this well-timed aicasuie 
will also tend to the relief of a ve?y tiiiiiie- 
rous anJlt^'cspertable part of the commu¬ 
nity, whoSh interests as British subjects 
ooghtnot to be overlooked, the West India 
planters and merchants, who,-posses$iiig a 
consiohirable* quantity of sugar beyond 
what IS required for the consumption of 


^kingdoms, will, by the use of 
article as a temporary substitute for 
ill the distilleries, be enabled to find 
market fur the surplus produce of tfaeiir' 
lands, and the coAnti y will thus be enahld^ 
to defeat the malicious purposes of otil^ 
enemy,* wdi^equally withholds fiom* us 
those m.irkro where wsr could sell our 
sur]>his Sugar, and supply ourselves with 
wha^ grain we stancl in need of; and 
therefore praying, that the house may 
adopt meastfr^s tor suspending the use of 
giain by the distillers of Great Britain, 
andffor restricting them to the use of su¬ 
gar for a limited period.” 

General TaiUton presented a Petition of 
the mayor, bailills, and burgesses of thu 
town of liiverpool, in council assembled, 
setting forth, “ That the petitioners have 
seen, w itii fadings ef considerable regret, 
advertisements for meetings in se\ eraiparta 
of the kingdom, Ibr the purpose of agree-, 
ing to petitions against the measure re¬ 
commended by a coimniltee of the house 
for a tempofliry suspeiibioa of the use of 
grain in the Distilleries, as calculated to 
piovc iiijumous to the agricultuial interest 
of the country; and that, in the present 
state of our foieign iclations, w'Hilst so 
many of the porft of Europe are closed 
against us, rendering it impossible to pro¬ 
cure a supply of corn from life continenfi^ 
of Europe, whilst in addition to this, the 
embargo*which has taken place in the 
united states of America precludes us from 
obtaining any importations from tly^nce^i 
and whilst it remains an undisputed fact 
that this country has for fkiaiy years past 
been depend int upon fnreigp supply for 
a coiisiilurable part of the subsibteiioc of 
her inhabitants, nioic particularly in the 
populous town of Liverpool and county 
of• Lancaster, the petitioners cannot but 
think it a measure of wise and prudent 
^ precaution to prevent the unnecessary con¬ 
sumption of the produce of our own soil, 
and, by a well-timed restriction, to guard 
l^agains^aii evil of so greet magnitude as 
^must result from the failure of the usual 
means of supply ; and therefore praying, 
tlmt the bouse may "proceed in the»pr^ 
posed measure to su^ipend the use of gram 
in^the distilleiies nt the united kingdom, 
for sucji period, and under such restric¬ 
tions, as to the house shall seem most pro¬ 
per and expedient.”—The said PetiiiSns 
were severally lead and ordered to lie 
upon the table. • 

[Mb. A.LMEa’s Claim.] MP. Letftbri^ 
presented to the house, pursuant to theit 




Cppy of tfae'Mbtttes of 
taken before the Committee in the 
liit'eession ofparinmentftowhom the Pe- 
tftSwi of John Palmer, of the city of B^ith, 
tras referred.—The Same non. gent, 
then moved, « That there be laid^ before 
the iiiouse, an Account of thjyi^r centage 
dubto Mr. Palmvronthc NeWRcvenue of 
tito Post Office beyond 240,000/. from the 
Mh of April 179H to the 5th of Jaa. 1808, 
deducting the produce arising tram in¬ 
creased postage and rcstrictioivin franking, 
and also the sum of 3,000/. a year, receiv¬ 
ed during that period.” ** 

Sir Jo/m Si/wltiir objected t^ the word 
" doe” in the* motion. 

The Speaker intbrnied the lion, baronet 
that the house had decl.^rcd it “ was due.” 

[CRIMINAL Law.] Sir Hamut! Romilljf 
rose to make the motion of 'which he had 
^en notice, for some amendments of the 
Criminal Law. He tvas aware that from 
part of the public, and particularly that 
part of it whose opinion might he snppo«e(t 
to have most inflwmcc a[)oii 'his conduct, 
a person who had euch amendments to 
propose could hardly exficct raise, but 
qtnak consider it enough if he meets with 
, oiccuse. His apology must'he, that he 
^ iiN not taken up the matter lightly or on 
a ittddea; that the subject which lie pre- 
^pmicd to briHg hetVire the lioiise, n as one 
which had occupied his thoughts for many 
years of his life. Hu lasd long i go pro¬ 
mised himself, that if ever he should 
have the honour of a .seal in this housis he 
Would bring forward some measures for 
reforming thccrfiiiiual law; and retelh * t- 
ing this, he could not bill feel that hi* ought 
mther to apologise for liming de].iyed the 
' proposal so loin;, than for hiiiigiiig it for¬ 
ward now.—Ill the criminal law of tins 
'coimtry^, he had always considered it as a 
very great delect,that eapftal [lunishmeiits I 
• were so freijuoiit; and were appointc'd, he 
could n(>ti«jy indicted, for so many crimes 
No. principle could be more clear, than 
tfaat it is the ctrtainty, nuit'li mole than, 
^theseverity of pani*.hmeiits, which renders 
t^i efficacious. Tins hail been acknow- 
, lodged ever since tfie publication of tl e 
works of the nianiuis Peccaria; and he 
had heard, he coido not hiniscii' remember 
if, that u^un t/ic first apf-^arance, of that 
work it produced a very great c fleet in 
thik country. The impressie'n, however, 
had hkherlo proved'unavaili.ig; font has 
li<» this Country, in a single;,instance, 
pFbj||lfoed ffiiv alteration of the crimiii.il 
although in some other states of 


'Ea|opc such alterations have been made. 
Indeed, if one were to take the very re¬ 
verse of the principle, that would be a 
faithful description of the crinn'iial law of 
England ; in which punishment ^re 
severe, and most iiiictrtaiu inthm^^l^*- 
cation. It is notorious, how lew of tfel^o 
who are i^dcmiied, actually suffer punish- 
men^«dPrdi^ returns which are to he 
lounJtn tht\icrretary of .State’s oirH;-c, it 
appears, that^ the year 1805 there wcrc_ 
350 persons sy^fcwTecciicd sentence of 
death, and of whom^nly 68 were i’Kc- 
ented, nqt quite a fivl^ part of tin num¬ 
ber; in the year ISOli.V'JS received sen- 
tenre of death, of whom »7 were e\e< utiij; 
and in 1807. the number iias 31-3, of 
w*hom there wcii, pxemted f>3. If we ih - 
duct the luinibcr,of thoj.c who rectiird 
*/'ntence of ilciitli for criiucs for wlm h 
p.u'don is never, orviiy lafcly, {,r,inUil, 
.iiid take the iiumher of tliose who are i on- 
MCtcd of teloim-., whuh h,ue hern nulc 
capital for some t ircumslai'ccs, whii h aie 
not in troth circumstant t •. of aj'mai alimi, 
]iorhaps it will be found th.it of ‘M pcrMin> 
condemned to dii', only mu* siilh ri dcatli. 
The question i^, wlielhcv the .i iMiirriitra¬ 
tion of justice should lie siifftic i to toii- 
tiimc in such a slate, where tlie cm i ution 
of the law i.*. not the rule that is oIis-mwiI 
but an (vccptioii to it, and where it h.i, 
been lately said in l.inmiage, w hirh e‘,o 
would expect to hear rathi r from tin ll]'^ 
of a satirist than from ihesiat of lut'-;- 
meiit, that till' “law* exists iiu'itd m 
liieoiy, hut h.is Ileen almost abrogated in 
praeti -• by the adulenc-.N of juilefs, the 
iiuni niitj' of jiiri* s, and the i lei:.' m y of 
the irown.”— liis [)re''(iit pnrpo'-i was ii» 
call,the atleiilion ol the house to otie ches 
otdy of these sivero sliitw'e. ti.at li 
from the (liangc oft irnnnslanees, acquired 
a soierity which was not originally^ m- 
totidrd: ihost' in whieh the eapilaf part of 
the charge depends on the amount of the 
prt-perty stolen; «iu li as the soitute m 
Klizabeth, which punishis with dt ith the 
stealing privately fiom the person of ano¬ 
ther projHirtv to the value of 12 pence; 
the act of Wiiii.im and Mary^ wliit h makes 
prisMtely stealing in a shop to the atnouni 
of .5 shillings a capital felony, and tnaity 
other statutes of the same kind. Siitli mi 
alttivtion had taken place iti thf^ahteof 
money since those statutes psissedj'thtit it 
wasi a t.uiishing that the law shouht have 
I'cv n sufficed to t-cmain in wnrds the snttie 
to the present day; the oflteiiceji,%'^he 
mean tim^j having became aitogi'ther tdli^ 
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fortait. Perhaps %re was no,cfu^ wj^ 
could render inpre .striking the trutji’of raQre.iiinujppceaDj 
' lord Bacon’s pbserva^on, .that time was s^yed. by^a.^pw 
, the greatest of all innovators; for in,pro- safety of the cemmanity,' 

^^rtion ay every thing which contributed discr^ion is apt be ejfctarel^eil^; 
t^he sji^iort, the comfort, and the lusu- motives, not oply didercntf but 

had^ grown dearer, the life of contrary. The question was^ Wh^t *i 
man had hecom'c cheaper and less ac- be tlie remedy? Be^ngseyilile th^^ 


man had become cheaper and oy less ac¬ 
count.—There were many iiMgjhjevoas 
consequences, re.sulting froralTuch g. state 
of llungs, which did not strJhonc at first; 
hut wlucli became mor^v^mt, the more 
they were reflected oMTouch law.s cannot 
1)0 executed. are placed in the 

painful situation m violating one of two 


a private individual takes upon bih^)f 
propose glteratiqps.in the law, it^ beepir^; 
fiim to proceed very, caqtiopsjy, tq do, 
first too Uttl^ rather than toon^tich, to alt^^- 
K.^UV>S1 XUiVV£9 I and yet not seem to innovate, ond t<^ h^W 

I are placed in the tii^est of experience in favour of 
violating one of two essays at improvement, before he. 

ceeds to propose all that be would, 


duties; they are/educed to the alterna- ceeds to propose all that be would 
live ol violating their oath, or what tlfcy established; being strongly impr^^jm^; 
are sonietinies mistakenly induced to with this, he had at first intended oply 
til ink more binding on them, the dictates move to repeal the statutes^ and to pr^jp(|p|’; 
of humanity. Often aj^inst the plainest othera in th^ same words, only with 
fv iilence, juries find the property not to be equivalent to the value of what was 
ofllic value ofwhirh they and everybody ually fixed by the legislature; and by irt#; 
else know it to be ; and this comes to be enacting the laws such as by the 


considered, as Blackstone somewhere ex- of them they were meant to be, to reppi^; 
presses it, as a “pious perjury,’’ words those statute#which time and a change 

I* 1 • . __r__ i__j •___j ?i_ 1__L _.A* 


which one is sorry to see ever put together: 
for nothing c<m lead to more immoral cou- 
sequenees, than that men should familiarize 
themselves with the violation of a judicial 
oath. The law ought not to remain so. 
OllL-nders arn often acquitted against the 
ch'amst evidence: and the very severity 
of lliose laws, by a necessary consequence, 
holds out an encouragement to crimes. 


circumstances had imperceptibly substi? .. 
tuted in th^ir place. But, when he found, 
that he would thus be, enacting citpitiil : 
punishments for oflenccs, in which tp.^^. 
are no circumstances of aggravation, ^ 
could not bring bis mind to dp it, apd/l^. 
determined to propose, the sipipfo^repe)^ 
of all tliose statutes. Ss, however, tut^ 


holds out an encouragement to crimes, will ret|i^re diflerent cousidergtions, 
While there arc thus two laws, one upon judged it most expedient to bring t 


the statute book, and another in practice, a one by one under the review of thehousftij '* 
total change has taken place in the nature and he proposed, tUprefore, to bemn 
of liiat which is considered as the most t!ie most objectionable, the Stjh of IPiimr'- 
valuable prerogative of the crown; the betli, chap. 4. which made Stealing pii^ 
prerogative of shewing mercy. The true vatoiy from the person a ca^tal oflhne>9.jf{ ' 
.st;Ue of the case is, that, in exchajige declaring it at the same time to b^ hif ^ 
for that prerogative, the crown has the intention, and wishing it to be undemtooi^. 
painful duty imposed on it, of select- tli^i he will at proper times bring ferwai^ 
ing those upon whom the judgment of the a repeal of the others. The unqecSjssary 
law shall he executed. In Inndun and ’severity of the Slh Jilizabetli, its absurdity 
Middlesex this is done by (he privy couu- and want of logic, made it a disgrace . 
cii, but upon all the circuits tnis duty de- the statute book. (Hpad the pre^hijpi. 
yolves upon the different judges of pssize; and ficat enacting clause.^ Reciting tb^x • 
ainl it is felt by them to be the most pain- 'the otlencc was s 9 .metim.e 8 committed JUQr-, , 
ful of their duties. I^o rules arc laid down der circumstances which were an aggvavs^fTi.^ 
to govern tliem in the discharge of it; but tiqn, therefore it endbts that in all 

and although there was «o 
clergy sjioujd be taken away* 
he'never had heard'but oftOne sinipj^.^inr * 
stance ni *which an ofibndef* ^otivintad 
under this st.atute, suffered deai^; ..it Wm- 


tlicy are left to their, own discretion, which and although there was no aggrayatiq^' 
must pecessai'Uy be as various as are thejr clergy siioujd be taken away* uThiath^. 
diilereiit habits and sentiments aiitl modes he'never had l^card'but ofspne sinj^^.^illr * 
of UiinkAr^ Jt may be the ouinioii of one stance ni *which an ofionde^* ^QOvmtad 
judg^ thatTlnnishments ought to be in* under this 8t,atute, suffered dea^; ,.it sfw- 
fliuted most strictly whet^ crimes are most a case upon Use northern (nreuit, «pei:e ^ 
frequent; another, with thf s^e anxiety pick-pocket detected in court was imnMS*,: 
feir.thfMisch^e of his d^ty, tiiipka that it is diately tried and left for catecu ton* 
most .to h® rigt^ps whon nirimot a soUtoiy qwe as ftr .baqkh® 
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even if tlHat bad been (^tted^ 
h ive been no great m 'sfortutic. 
; fender this statute, from the strict con- 
•:. »i^t tion which the judges observed of the 
#%ord “ privily,” that vefy violence which 


th^ there could be no hesitation between 
those two. The jury ought not to have 
their attention diverted from the single 
point of ascertaining the fact, of guilty or 
not. Fortunately, there was Ik^rtady ' ^ 
'would be an aggravation of the oftenre, ifit j our statute book, an act which 
ilii not eut h as to amount to robber}^ saves | take as a model. Till the year 17.^ 


offender_^IShere was another subject 

t»iifhich, he thought, required the interposi- 
^ tion of the legislature; it was to provide, 
■ in certain ca^es, a compensation to persons 
tfied and a'qniUcd, afiern'Slaving been 
' long detained iti prison. At present they 
■'have no compensation, except by an a^feion 
'for a malicious pro.secation,^ where the 
Judge i'> sati.sfled there was no prtibable 
cause. If suspicion of having committed 
a crime fells upon an individual in the la¬ 
bouring class of the people, whose femily 
vjjlejiends upon his daily wager tor suhsist- 
'uiice, he may lie eight months in gaol; for 
that is sometimes the interval between the 
Summer and lent assizes ; and in the four 
li^rthern counties, he may be imprisoned 
above a year. His family in Ihe mean time 
is, probably, consigned to the workhouse, 
and when he returns home after* an acquit- 
’ tal which completely establishes his in- 
iflibcence, he finds them mined in their 
, ';iie'alth or corrupted in tHcir morals. If, for 
convenience or utility of the public, 
;i^ivate property is ever interfered with by 
; tlle authority of parliament, full compensa- 
is carefully made to the owner; but 
is that loss which is thus compensated 
•5'f»,the opulent, compared with the, injury 
Uudfered by the poor mau In the case he had 
mentioned 1, It^svill be said, that such a 
^ case does net happen often, but it somc- 
happens, and in such cases a remedy 
. 'bttght, no doubt, to be provided. The dil- 
i.^^kailty was, thatnt is not everj*" person ac- 
^‘i^uitt^ who deserved compensation; be¬ 
cause many persons were acquitted who, 
arc still guilty; acquittals from defects of 
i^fe^m leing unavoidable, even under the 
ordered laws. Another difficulty 
that if sucb a remedy were glVcn by, 
law, it might have a mischievous effect to- 
/ifvards ^ose very persons, who are the ob- 
, je^'of redress; because in some cases the 
^undmee was so nicely balanced, that if 
'^e jtMy.fo|^ themselves reduced to the.al- 
’'‘ternati^^li^ Cbnvicting onof giving a re- 
^ W^rd iS6i' the prisoner by accjuitting him, 
^'Ihts consideration might have the enect of 
*;det!ferroinirig them to convfct. The dis- 
ftetlon of saying in what cases compensa- 
ijon shoula be given, could only be reposed 
111 the Jury or in the court; and he thought 


compen^li^on was made by law to prose- 
cutotth^br^'eir cxpence and trouble in 
bringing oftnders to justice; a circum¬ 
stance which^ne might be surprised at, if 
such circumst^MaRsflid not come very .sel¬ 
dom before the legislature, llefore such 
compensation was allfvvcd, it often hap¬ 


pen was by much a 
Vi, whose property 


pened that the prosccu\| 
greater evil to the perso 
had been taken from him, than th.it loss of 
property by the oftence. The 25 th Geo. 
2. chap. 36. § 11., placed it in the power 
©f the court, upon consideration of the 
prosecutor’s circumstances, tograiit him an 
order upon the treasurer of the county 
for his cxpences, and a reasonable allow¬ 
ance for his time. He meant to make 
this the'model of the bill he proposed to 
move for leave to bring in. He, hardly 
thought it necessary to anticipate any ob¬ 
jection to this compensation, as being a 
tmw burden upon the county. Perhaps it 
might be thought, that the same reason 
existed for granting a .similar compensa¬ 
tion in cases of misdemeanour; but he 
meant to confine it to felonies, following 
the principle, of the act of George 2, and 
to give compensation to persons acquitted 
only in the same cases where it was alread v 
by law given to the prosecutor. He moved, 
in the first place, for leave to bring in a 
bill to repeal so much of an act made in 
the 8th year of queen Elizabeth, as takes 
away the benefit of clergy from persons 
convicted of stealing privily from the per¬ 
son of another. • 

Mr. Herbert said, he was one of those 
who approved the laws, and he thought 
that very good grounds ought to be laid 
down berore any innovation was made 
upon them. He disapproved, in particu¬ 
lar, of the proposal for making compensa¬ 
tion to persons who had been tried and ac¬ 
quitted. He suspected that, in Ireland, 
many indolent persons would reckon it no 
hardship to be confined in a comfortable 
prison. 

Mr. Wilbeiforce differed sojrdmpletely 
from the hon. gent, who had just sat down, 
thtf2 he declared he had experienced the 
most unmixed satisfection at what had 
fallen from the hon. and leaShied baronet. 
He well remembered that a greet and la- 



Ii9d b«en JiiMij 

«v«r 4 appcar«d to him to - hft M 
to what i» always undcrttood lo 
the constitaUoqal prtnvlples of this 
try, that he oouM not sit stijil in the iu^, 
and, by his silence, seem te give a 
acquieihence in the popriety of the mL 
position. He thought it 1]^ doty, therein^ 
to say, that from what he had hie^, W 
was by no means impressed with afavoi»> 
able opinioi^f the bill proposed tq 
introduced./^t was to his mind a grierqin 
consideration, that aAer a verdict of ae* 
tjrii %f\riwn jLvaty/wi^yomvty aavr wuav I qwdtal by a jury of his country, it^oidd 

expressing surprif at what an hon. gent, be possibl^ to tell any man that he 
(Mr. Herbert) Had stated as to Ire^id. not honourably acquitted, but that ipK 
He was at a loss to know in what part of imputation of guilt still attached to hjlp< 
Ireland the piisons svere so comfoi table. What a grievous responsibility 
as to prove an mducenient to indolent pai- this case, attach to the judge, who Wi^» 
sons wishing a confinement. He believed alter a vei;dtc^ tif acquittal by the 
the gaols werp so far from being commo> to determine whether that acquittal jwqs 
dious, that they rather excited horror and honourable or not. If this doctrine was to*, 
detestation, and many instances had oc> be sanctioned, jn his opinion it was cei|« 
curred where men’s toes were eaten by trary to all the old established principlM 
rats: was tins the actommudation the hon. of the constitution of tliis country, 
gent, thought so agreeable as to be prized such could not meet with his,approbation. 
by the Irish peojde ? —Leave was then given to bring in the 

Mr. Herbal, in explanation, said, he bill, 
still believed there were many peisons Sir SJcwikc/ jRo»i*7fy then again roae. I^p 
w ho led a hie of idleness, who would think was sorry that he had been so inuclr mi*> 
themselves well accommodated m the gaols undoi-stood by the hon. baronet, who seetB' 
of Ireland. cd to conceive that, in the liTotion whh^ 

Sir G. JIill contended, that in Ireland, he was about to submit to the house, nhy, 
and particularly in the province of Ulster, thing wv included but the genera) qth^ 
there was as much humanity on these sub- tion, whether persons accused, tried. 
jects as in England. acquitted, should or should not be entitted<, 

The Solkitor Gtntral, professing, as he to compensation for tlie injury which they 
felt, the most unfeigned respect for the sustained. The mode of deciding lowhimi 
ability and zeal of his hon. and learned this compensation should b^ awarded, or 
friend, who brought forwaid tlie present whether it should be given to all indiscri- 
motioq, was by no means satisfied tljat it muiatcly (w hich he should prefer to with* 
would produce the benefit expected fioni holding it from all) would be opfgi^fqr 
it. He was not, indeed, prepared to say discussion when the bill was broimht hi, 
whether the good or evil it might produce He moved for leave to bring in a oil) to 
was likely to preponderate. In this situa- provide in ccitain cases corapenfution to 
tion he should only lay in his claim to persons tried and acquitted in a qrinutt»l 
approve or disapprove of the measure, as, court, for the damages suitained by tSoqt, , 
on more mature reflection, he should be in con.4sqaeiice of having ibeen detained 
of opinion it merited. Whether the at- custody and brought to trial. * 

tempt to grant compensation to persons The Solicitor Genial repeated, tbqt hi,, 
acquitted of ofleuces imputed to them, tlje view which he had of the subject# 
might not be productive of greater evil evil would preponderate over the 
than good, was not now the ques^on. He If,the judge refused to give compenfijitii^ 
was cei^amly "inclined to think, that how- it would be in|}icative of tite unfavdqaible 
ever pusqsiblc the theory, th^ practice opinion which he entertained qf inno- 
vrould be ^ry injurious, cence of tht person by whom it was Ua- 

Sr i^wiGu JBtrdrtt felt himself bound to manded; amhhe would thus he j>laced im‘ 
pay t^ tribute of his testimony and ap- a very it^idious situation. JBesides, sh|k 
probii^Qn tes*!^ abiUty and motives of the pose a person were acquitted tn an e^ 
heii> and hmatd baronet, by whom thit iP the indictment bolote the merit&of hk 
roifTJL 2D 


mented public character (Mr. Pitt), an 
early period of hit life, had intended to 
have a digest made of the whole of our 
criminal eode, with a view of lewening, in 
ba gres^^egree, the number of capital 
which it contained, and the 
aD^e^ons to which it was imj^ssible to 
confute. He congratulated thyniouse and 
the country that an indivimal' so well 
qugjified for the task by as ability and 
experience as the hon. aup learned bart. 
had turned his atten^S'f^^ this most im 
portant subject, 


m 
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E her,'An>^ even if that had been (Oitittedj 
ndlJ hive been no great m>sf(>rtune. 
jr this statute, from the strict ron- 
atruotinn whirh the judges observed of the 
vavord "privily/* that vefv violence which 
Vould bean aggravation of the ofleuce. If it 
ia p«>t aui h as to amount to robbery, saves 
Hie offender—^IHicre was anfither subject 
Which, he thnuglit, required the interposi- 
, tion of the legislature; it was to provide, 
'incertain ra>cs, a compensation to persons 
tFied and af quitted, after,'having been 
long detained in prison. At present they 
have no compensation, except by an a^iflon 
for a malicious prosecution,^ where the 
judge it satisfied there was no probable 
cause. If suspicion of having committed 
a crime falls uf»on an individual in the la¬ 
bouring class of the people, whose family 
, depends upon his tiaily wage* tor subsis'- 
ence, he may lie eight months in gaol; for 
that is sometimes the interval between the 
dummer and lent assizes; and in the four 
nbrthern counties, he may be imprisoned 
above a year. His family in the mean time 
is, probably, consignetl to the workhouse, 
and when he returns home aftei* an acquit¬ 
tal which completely establishes his in- 
HlDcence, he finds them ruined in their 
'l^lth or corrupted in tKoir morals. If, for 
Se convenjence or utility of the public, 
private property is ever interfered with by 
the authority of parliament, full compensa¬ 
tion is carefully made to the oi^ter; but 
*' what is that loss which is thus compensated 
to.the opulent, compared with the injury 
aaffered by the poor man in the case he hid 
mentioned ?, It'will be said, that sirh a 
case docs nat happen often, but it some- 
tiroes happens, and in such cases a remedy 
' Kilght, no doubt, to be provided. The dif¬ 
ficulty was, thatnt is not every person ac- 
'huitt^d who deserverl compensation; lee- 
cause many persons were acquitted who,| 
arc still guilty; acquittals from defects of 
'fiym keing unavoidable, even under the 
't^t ordered laws. Another difficulty 
'Was, that if sudi a remedy were given by, 
law, it might have a mischievous effect to¬ 
wards ^ose. very persons, who are the ob- 
' jecte'of redress; because in some cases tfie 
evidence was so nicely balanced, that if 
the juiy felt themselves reduced to the.al- 
‘‘ternative of tibnvicting orsjf giving a re- 
^ W|rd to the prisoner by acquitting him, 

' tins consideration might nave the effect of 
‘idetermining them to convict. The dis- 
Aetion of saying in what cases aompensa- 
ttOD shoulii be given, could only be reposed 
In the jury or in the coart; and he thought 


th%t there could be no hesitation between 
those two. The jury ought not to have 
their attention diverted from the single 
point of ascertaining the fact, o'*" guilty or 
I not. Foitunately, there was lijrtady 
I our statute book, an act which 
take as a model. Till the year 175' 

' compen^Kaon was made by law to proie- 
' cutosii^4lw veir expence and trouble in 
bringing ofriiders to justice; a cirvum- 
I stance whichVne niiqht he surpiised at, if 
such cirt umstV^iieTlHl not come very sel- 
j doiu before the leglUaturo. Hefore such 
compensation w^as allowed, it often hap¬ 
pened that the prosecution was by much a 
greater evil to the persmi, whose property 
had been taken fiom him, than that loss of 
property by the ollenc- The 25th Geo. 
2. chap. 36. § 11.. placed n in the power 
•f the court, upon consideration of the 
prosecutor’s circumstances, fogrant him an 
order upon the treasuVer of the county 
for his expcnces, and a reasonable allow¬ 
ance for hi", time. He meant to make 
tins the model of the bill he proposed to 
move for leave to bring in. lie haidly 
thought it net essary to anticipate any ob¬ 
jection to this compensation, as being a 
new burden upon the county. Ferhajis it 
might be thought, that the same reason 
existed for granting a similar compensa¬ 
tion in cases of misdemeanour; but he 
meant to confine it to felonies, following 
the principle of the act of George 2. and 
to give compensation to persons acquitted 
only in the same cases where it was alreadv 
by law given to the prosecutor. I le moved, 
in the first place, for leave to bring in a 
bill to repeal so much of an act made in 
the 8th year of queen Elizabeth, as takes 
away the benefit of clergy from persons 
convicted of stealing privily from the per¬ 
son of another. • 

Mr. Herbert said, he was one of those 
who approved of the laws, ami he thought 
that very good grounds ought to be laid 
down before any innovation was made 
upoi them. He disapproved, in particu¬ 
lar, of the proposal for making compensa¬ 
tion to persons who had been tried and ac¬ 
quitted. He suspected that, in Ireland, 
many indolent persons would reckon it no 
hardship to be confined in a comfortable 
prison. . 

Mr. fVilbeiforce differed so x^pl^tely 
from the hon. gent, who had just sat down, 
thdl he declared he had experienced the 
most unmixed satisfaction at what had 
fallen from the hon. and leagued baronet. 
He well remembered thtft a grqat and la- 
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mented public character (Mr* Fitt)it ^ an 
early period of hit life, had intendeo to 
hare a digest made of the whole oi our 
# Cl uninal tode, with a view of lasteuing, m 
^ grea^egree, the number oi capita' 
pg^il^genta which it contained, and the 
iMwclByections to which it was impossible to 
coiitute. He congratulated thp^use and 
the country that an indivjma^ fo wel 
quajihed for the task by w abili^ and 
expel leiice as the hon. aw learntd bart. 
had turned his attenti ML*m this most im> 
poitaiit subject. 

bn John Netbpoi^md, he could not help 
expiessing surpiw at it hat an hon gent 
(Ml Heibeit) Imd stated as to litl^nd 
He was at a loss to know in what put of 
lit land the pii<;uns were so comioi table, 
as to pioie an uiduienicnt to indolent poi¬ 
sons w ishing a conlincment He believed 
the gaols wei^ so fai (loin being commo¬ 
dious, that they rathci excited liorioi and 
detestation, and nnny instances had oc¬ 
culted where mens toes were eaten by 
' rats: was tins the accommodation the hon 
gent thought so agietable as to be ptuid 
by the Iiish people > 

Ml Utrhtt, m explanation, ^iid, he 
still brlicvccl there were man^ peisons 
w ho led a hie of idleness, who w ouid think 
themselves w ell acconunodati d m the gaols 
of Ireland. 

Sir (t Hill contended, that in Iieland, 
and paiticulaily in the piovince ol Ulster, 
there w is as much humanity on these sub¬ 
jects as m England 

Ihe Soluitor Genial, professing, as he 
felt, the most unicigned aspect for th( 
ability and ,scal of his hon and leainiii 
friend, who biought foiwaid the present 
motion, was by no means satisfied ti)<it it 
would produce the benefit expected from 
it He was not, indeed, [iicpared to say 
whether the good ot evil it might produce 
was likely to pieponderate In tins situa¬ 
tion he should only lay in his claim to 
appiove Ol disapprove of the measuie, as, 
on more matuie icfleclion, he sivmld be 
ot opinion it meuted Whether the at¬ 
tempt to giant compensation to persons 
acquitted of oficuces imputed to them, 
might not be pioductivC of gieatcr evil 
than good, was not now the questimi. He 
was certainly inclined to think, that how¬ 
ever pufs^io the theory, th^ practice 
would be very injurious. 

Fnmuu Byrdett felt himself bound to 



pay the tiibute of his testimony and ap 
probtwon tn'tbe ability and motives of the 
hdn. andi leamdd baronet, by whom this 


had been )nittde, 

ever, appeared to him to be ^ ^1. 
to what he had always undcrtti^ to 
the constitutional pimctples of thta nowi^r 
try, that he conW not sit suU in the ' 
and, by his silence, seem to give a 
acquie^ence in the propriety of the 
position. He thought it duty, there 
to say, that from what he had lieard., he^ 
was by no means impressed with a favonr- 
abic opinioi^f the bill proposed to be* 
mtrodoced./yt was to his mind a grievoqa 
consideiation, that after a verdict of ao* 
qisdtal by a jury ot his countiy, it shoi^ 
be possibl^ to tell any man that he 
not honouiably acquitted, but that Pti 
imputation of guilt still attachul to hfjn* 
What a grievous lesponsibility mudh'^hk 
this case, attach to the judge, who svai^ 
aftci i \eidict of acquittal by the JiaiVj 
to delci mine whethei that acquittal wntt' 
honouiable or not. If this doctime was to 
be sanctioned, m his opinion it was oofi- < 
tiary to all the old established pimeiptef 
of the constitution ot this countiy, and fl 
such could not meet with his,approbatiOB. 
—Leave pas then gtten to biiogjiuthe 
bill 

bii &mucl Somlfy then again rose. I|e 
was soiry that he h.id been so much udl^ 
unde 1 stood by the hon baiouet, who seem¬ 
ed to conceive tliat, in the dfotion whtq^ 
he was about to submit to the house, ady, 
thing wv included but the general qiAm* 
tioii, whetlier persons accused, tried and 
acquitted, should or should not be entitled'' 
to compeiisatiou tor the injuiy which they 
sustained 1 he mode of dcctding to whom 
tins compensation should b^awarded, or 
wbethel It should be given to all mdiseri.' 
miiiateiv (which he should prefer to with- 
loldiiig It trom all) would be open.fof 
difcussioii when the bill was brqi^t itt> 
lie moved tor leave to bring m a Dili to 
prositle in ceitam cases compensatioii to 
persons tind and acquitted in a Qurnttud 
couit, for the damages sustained by thdpi, 
m coiifcqucnce of haviugibeen detained 
custody and biought to trial »i. 

The SoUutoF Genet al repeated, that ut 
the view which be h^ of the subject, t|io 
tvtl would pieponderate ovei the go^ . 
If,the judge refused to give tompeiqmttQllW * 
It would be indicative of the untavoucahle 
opinion which he entertained of the inno¬ 
cence of the person by whom 4t wm tlo- 
manded; andshc would tluis he placed in 
a veiy iiyridious situation. Besides, aup» 
jmseapeison were acqoitted^n onmnor 
in the indictment hefoce the meritaat hk 
3D 
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4»MB vasie invcBtigftted, how coolif th% 
mdtge then decide on a claim of compen- 
^tion ? As a novelty, thiii pioposition 
to be watched with jealousy. It 
. appeared to him to be irftpotsible to exe¬ 
cute It, without much mischief.^ If the 
compensation weic to be made out of the 
county rale, it%V)iight prove a gicat div 
Couragement to piosecutKins, oi in the 
^ event oi a tiial, that circumstance might 
operate on some minds o<minst the ac¬ 
cused. He should vote agaiV^t the bring¬ 
ing in of the bill 

, fciir S(muei Rnnnlly der 1 ued his suij^nsie 
^at his lion, and learned lii/nd should 
resist the introduitioii ol a bill, ot the 

K uvisioits ot whiih hi must neeessaulv 
Ignorant. With it-.pert to the piopo¬ 
sition being a noseltj, it was to be le- 
gretted that there had not fbeen more 
novelties of a similar desniption 

Mr. heyceHet slid a iew words, in tht 
course of wlm h he e\piesscd a wish, tint 
hts bon. and leanud liieiid would with¬ 
draw his oppusiliun to the iniiodm lion of 
ehe bill. • 


Tlic Solu'Uoj Gemtuf i(qniest*ed. 

Mr. Ciokn enteied liis protist agiin'.t 
thonuht t.ivoui.tble to tin ptnii iple 
t’cif the bill, because he did not oppose its 
ihtreduction. 

^ Mr. CurtSen appiovtd of the mea uie 
Sir F. hurdett would iiitamh not op¬ 
pose the bunging ui ot the bill «> 

The ChancUlot ttf tht, Eicluquer also de¬ 
clared that he would not lesist the intro- 
^duction of the bill, although he wished 
that the hnn. And leirned baionet bid 
(itated more feilly the giounds on which he 
>ptnposed It, and the provisions which h« 
Mteantthat it should comprise. He was ot 
v^Cphuoit that the unudy proposed would 
w nujre injuiious than tlic evil complain¬ 
ed oi. 

V Air. rulh Wits afraid that by the intro- 
doctiotvof such complicated 'inaiigements, 
, etoPl* would be so puaaied that they 
swould not undefstand the law at all. 

Mr. iSAaw Dfirre applauded the huma- 
ftity of the hon and ^leaiited baronet, but 
hoped be would paidon him ior stating 
ifan county stock ought not to be touched 
^ except in extreme cases. „ 

Air. fK. Smth defended his hqn and 
Ihnmed friend from the charge of inno- 
srxhon. As to the measure being a novelty, 
iweryimprovement was a nchelty.—^Leave 
#at dten ^ven to bring m the bdi. 

[loRO EIlenboroucii ] Mr. Leicester, 
•dyerting to the statement made on a 


reo«nt evening by an hon. baronet (sir 
Francis Bmdett) when he was not pre¬ 
sent, hoped the house would allow hnn to 
make some observations uponHhat state- / 
me lit. He ttusted diat they ‘Imuld tl^ 
moie readily agree to tins, wff>in»^tl»<V^P 
ronsideied how much the character ol"«BC' 
noble lowtivUid of the countiy at laige was 
nnpliauted that statement. He undet- 
stood that tm hon bnonet had been ad¬ 
vise d by the Vian to postpone any iuithcr 
agitation ol thnww^i t, until the judgment 
ot which he coniplamUd should be followed 
up by sonic legil preceding He was 
disposed to think thaw the home would 
hem no nioie ot this iWimss tioin the 
hon buoiiei, in which case the impu¬ 
tations tliat had beo i ast on the conduct of 
thcnohli chuf justicf o» the King’s-beneb, 
would lemaiii un mswored, and- 

All ir Smith s})oke to older. Unless 
the hon. gint ini int to tomli’dc with 
SOUK motion, his obsc iViiUons wcic veiy 
IMOgid II 

Ml lyyusta was not prepauil to m ikt 
au\ mol ion , but as tiu hon h nonet had 
iiiidc ii s it lUim nf, he trusted tin > would 
allow him to miki .i tountei siatmunt, 
undii till -ii'K f II rmnstaiK es He w.is 
piotiMdin„, whin he w is ignn calhd to 
oidei b\ 

All W who observi d, tint iinltss 

the hon. gent would iiiom (oi some p.ipii, 
such obseii ation> could only Ic id lo dis- 
oulcily discussion 

Air. Dyusta tin n stated, ill u he would 
conclude by moving toi the pi eduction of 
an orclci ot the louitot king’s bench, foi 
the disclnigc ot a rule moved foi in that 
cnuitioi a new tiial in the ulionbiought 
by blic high bailiii of Wc-tminstu agiinst 
sir liancis Buidett—On the sug.,tstK>ii 
ot the Speakti, howevti, who intinntid 
that It was usii il to give a iormal notic e ot 
such a motion, Mr. Lcycestoi ahstnned 
fiom any fuithei r< mai ks, and gav e nolu e, 
that he would move toi the pioduction ot 
I’ns paper to-nioiiow 

[SucAB Disiicivnov ] loid Binmnsr 
was desirous of postponing his motion tor 
taking into consideration the lepoit ot the 
committee on the distillation ot spirits, 
until to-monovv, if an hon. gent whose 
notice stood toi to-inoriow, would consent 
to put It off. ^ 

Mr. W. Taylor lephed, that he had 
beet, that morning applied to, to postpone 
hts motion to-moi row, relative to thp Dar¬ 
danelles, for the purpose of allowing the 
Local Militia bill to be jiroceeded with. 
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Considering the im estimation of the nib* 
ject of hi!» motion as ol the utmost irapoit^ 
ance to the charactci ot the country, and 
having alA^ady frequently postponed it, 
jie could^ut consent to postpone it an^ 

Windham reprobated this sort of 
Locub pocus by which the liui^vtas kept 
igiioiant of nhat business ipie be¬ 

fore^ It It tlic arraiigcmen^hat seemed 
to hate been made was eaiyd into cileit, 
then It would happer»i|i^xlie i>entleni(U 
who came down (ha^ii^it to listen to a 
diseussiuii on the ^tstillciies, would find 
thrnisehcs engaapo in a debate on the 
lo( al niilitia; anp that to-moiiow, tlmse 
who would tome to debat'e the Local mi- 
htia bill, would be surpiisid at hading, 
tiitmisi hit in i distillcij^ 

rii* CJkttuiUor of the EiihquLT (hnic^ 
th It there na-) any thing moie in this eir- 
cuinst me e than what tiequeutly uecuiicd, 
in'iul\, that when the hist notiee on the 
Ol 111 book was not pioceided with, the 
nest w i-i t iki n in its stead , 

I Old II Pcitij obsened, tint some dis- 
t)>|>oiniiutnt must leitainlv exist in eon- 
I ijni 111 ( ot till, puilponemeut ot the noble 
lull! s mulion , the inoii so, as in giving 
till iioliti on Moniiy, the nobli lunl hul 
ill (1 111 d til It the iiiuiinn would ei itainit 
ionic on tliiidiy Witliiespiet to the 
motion which stood ioi to-moiiuw, it 
uliteiilo asub|tLt, the invistigation ot 
whiili It w IS must d( ill 1 ible no lonjei to 
dt ii 1 

Ml aftci an ciilo^iuni on the 

mlustiv and talents ilispliyid by the 
noble luid in the eliin ot tiie (oiniiiittee, 
obst iviil that he hul bn n given to undir- 
simd tint a dispoiilmn had been ifaiii- 
fe-iUil in lecitiiii qunlei to bung the 
piiliiswho now dilleicd so widely, neaici 
to tath otliei in opinion, fie thought, 
then foie, that the house would enusult its*! 
own eonvenieni by allowing an oppoi« 
tunity ioi any mangement to be made 
upon this subject ^ 

"Mi foil"was pioteeling to state liisl 
objection to the t epoi t, w hen he w as ealli d 
to 01 del by 

Ml Biodnik, who observed, tint the 
subject beteire the house was nicitly the 
time at which the report shnultt be dis¬ 
cussed 

Loid BiUthing said, if a right bon. gent, 
would postpone the Dublin police* bdl 
from Friday, he would willingly bung bis 
motiiAi on that day. 

Mr, LascMdf if any thing like an 



andtUnrniMiatiiin wan m vi<w» b^bichst 
declared himiielt pei fpctly ignoi 3m,tb«d^, 
that Friday yvould be a better day 
to-moiiow. 

Mr C- •lamented that the 
lord had not deteimined upon this 
poneindtit last night. Had he done 
the discussion ot the l^eal Militia bffit 
would not have been fought on so tu^ 
expectedly, and in tbe abseiue of seveiaL 
gintlemuti wlm were .uimuus to deliver 
then seiilmylm upon it, 

]Mi VuiLtn was of opinion, that the 
sty^‘ of the countiy might be such, with 
I elation tot other powers, as to lender iljl 
precedent to adopt tlie leeominendatloB of 
the committer 

Mr. Thointon requested that the dli* 
cussion might be posiponf-d till' Monday, 
as Ills eoll^igue and he would have w 
oppoituuity befoie that day of leauut|£ 
the sen* mil Ills ol then constituents. A 
public mieting in the county ot Suirey 
would ho held on Sitiuday, and he should, 
be SOI 1 \ that the di h ite should (ome ocp 
bi fore that tmu — \fic. some further con¬ 
versation, ^ii whiili sn J beabiiglit, air 
s Ronully, loid Binning, Mr Whitbread, 
Ml Biiliain, Ml. W '1 ay lor, sir A. We^ 
lisliv, and Ml. Mindham, paiticipated»t£ 
was agi((d (hat Jotd Bnming’s notice 
should stuid foi (o-inonow, %nd Mr. W, 
Tayloi’s for 1 tiday. * 

[Loc^ MiLiriA B”!-] F>oid Castlf- 
reagh moved the oidii of the day for 
house resolving itsc\f into a comnuttce OQ 
the Local Militia Bill, 

Lord Jthlion, in the absence of some 
hon fi lends of his, felt it lu'f duty to lor- 
pi ess upon the house the necIssUy of po«^ 
pulling the fuithei pioceedings on thi$ 
bill till next Fiiday. There was a very 
g^neial feeling entertained, that tbe qiies* 
tion on the distilleries, which had the pre¬ 
cedence for discussion, would have pre¬ 
vented the Older, which icfcrred to tbe 
Local Militia, fiom being moved,*at least 
e 11 ly an houi of ila: mglit. Under J 
thathiipussion, and knowing that itwW'‘ 
the intention of some fi tends of his ttf ^ 
submit certain amendments and clauses iff 
the committee, he should eei taiiily upnltt 
tlie postponement df the older till 
Fiidav • 

lord Qaulrieaqh ptessed die house to 
piucted; and contended that there werjai 
1 utin e oppoi tunities foi those roea)ber$,who ' 
were thin unfoitunately absent, to subii^t 
till ir opAiions to the eonsidemtiou of the 
house. Indeed, he did not expect a fuller 
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. h^lbie Ott' Local Militiii Bill than ho 
ibttn saw. 

vMr. Windham said, that notwithstanding 
ibk easy, self-satisfied way m which the 
ImWe lord expressed hintself, he should 
i'^liave recollected that if the house was full, 
it was filled by gentlemen who came dow n 
to the discussion uC another business, w Inch 
had been positive!^ fixed for that night. 
> ;(&, measure stood for \h it night, on which 
a l^reat deal ot discussion^as expected. 
Without any reason assioncd,2Vc an unde¬ 
fined asspi tion of convenience, it w-as post- 
' |)dned. The lesult was, that another m%»i- 
aore, which was not expected tf roine on, 
was pressed before the house; and w hen 
' causes Were stated to postpone it, the noble 
' lord replied, that the motion was unneres- 
■ wy, because, after the details were gone 
through, there were other opportunities for 
tte discussion of their mciits. The oues- 
ti«i, however, turned upon this consiaei a 
tion, that by agreeing to the amendment 
moved by his noble fiiend, the only in- 
cenvenience which w'as likcfy to result 
‘was, that hon. members would have ano¬ 
ther day to attend their duty in that house, 

, •whereas if the house then proceeded, no 
’.fpure oppoitunity vioiild be oHeied to 
' to state theii objectfbns.—^'J’hr house 
? then divided : Ayes 81; Koes 37. JMa 
s jyify ^ 

On readmisslon into the galleiy.we found 
, the house in a committee, and m a discus¬ 
sion upon that clause, which detei mines 
this ages between which individmils are 
" liftble to file ballot. 

, Sr James 1^1 thought that the period 
, ^ eighteen Wyis certainly the fittest time 

young men to commence military sti- 
rkU, and that every year after they bc- 
less and less fit. He was of opinion 
ballot was confined to young 
\iheQ between eighteen and nineteen, a 
xufficietit number would be found to answ'er 
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l 4 >rd Cnstkrtagh answered, that the 
numbers svere calculated by the popula¬ 
tion of each county; and a narrower limi¬ 
tation would not give the number of men 
required. V 

Sir Jatne% Montgomery observcd^tii^u^-?'^| 
year’s Militia Bill excepted numbersT ' 
the grouiiuktd being volunteers; but in this 
bill, cvwy winty was oidcredto find its 
quota, withois anv regard to the num,ber 
of its volimiccw. iNeither was any e.xccp- 
tion proposed otaitiii'^ount of the number 
of a man’s < hildieii, ^however great; and 
in this respect he thotwht that carrying 
the ballot so high astihity-fiic years of 
age* would be exticmcl^'’ oppressive to 
numbers of pour men with Inigc families 
depending on their industry. He theic- 
fore suggested an ^exception in favour of 
ni«n having more than three children; 
and he also thought the hardship much 
gieatcr on men after tliiity than before; 
moi e especially a poor shop-keepei, or any 
man settled in life, of small cajiital, whose 
inoonie dM not exceed 100/. a year, who 
must in this case be diiven to the neces¬ 
sity of seiving to the luiii of his business, 
or paying a fine equal to one-fitth of his 
income, besides his liability to the income 
tax, wiiii h IS as alreidy intolerable. 

Sir W. W. Wynne thought that by mak¬ 
ing the term fiom eighteen to thirty, about 
one in five would be drawn for seivice in 
the county where he lived ; but the clause 
as it stood would take two out of three of 
the male population. 

Jaird Vustlereagk said, that the commit¬ 
tee, oil < onsidering the measure maturely, 
would find that it would on no account be 
so oppressive as seemed to be apprehended. 

To the w'uikiiig manufacturer who could 
earn bi.\ shillings a day, undoubtedly the 
service would be objectionable. But it 
yi’ould be no great oppression upon the 
head of a family to be obliged, during a 


required, without cariying I period of four years, to devote one month 
tftljiWUot to men of more advanced yeais. | m each to make himself serviceable to his 

rcanlry; and with respect to the buithen 
apprehended by parishes for allowances to 
the families of poor men during their ab¬ 
sence on service, it was groundless, as 
such allowance was to be reimbursed by 
the paymaster-general. As a measure of 
national expence, he had now reqson to 


iu tI)N>u^t the*agcuf thirty-five m'’vh 
tobfar advanced. 

fkstkre^h adipitted, that in some 
c^btwles the principle of the hon. baronet 
answer, and produce even Aiore 
thui were wanted for the particular 
S w^ct, hut in«many otherr it woi^ld not 


* ^ ^ • « * , I aacskavaacaa w,a|/v 4SW| ata? aacsva aawv 

**u ** **”*?^j*^ re<]^uned, and j believe it would not be nearlj^^so expen- 
A I _ ^ imagined, firom the num> 


ofl 


must be extended. __ ___ 

joiner Mm^emay thought the range her dT volunteers wIk> were coming for- 
^ clause too extensive, ward in every part of the country. It 
i would ^ve a greater nuihber of men was only in counties where voftmteeA did 


1 were rsquieod. 


not come forward in sufiitient ngmabers. 
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that the ballot was to be adOJited it 
anrt aa to the alteratioh proposed, he nad 
no objcctim to accede to this ammdmfnt. 
. and substilite the age of thirty, m the 
ot t^rtyhve, tlie bcivice to com 
the age ot eighteen, provided 
—agreed to* extend the pen^ of vo¬ 
lunteer service to foity year^f age 
Ihe pioposition was agreed^^dd the 
aineudment made aLLOtdiiid^ 

•sa John Cot Hippidey calj^d the atten¬ 
tion ot the house to Vl4s,f>pciation this 
bill would have on j^sc young men at 
hton, Winchester, westmmsiei, and othei 
places, who w<ie uucattd with a view to 
holy oiders. The resident memheisjof 
nnivcisitics were alieady exempted, and m 
the sime spirit the exemption ought to 
he eUeiidcd to pcisons oj the dcsciiption 
]iikt nuntioncd The fine, he unduatood,* 
w Is to extmptonly foi two years, and pei- 
Miii') who could not possibly enter into the 
militia ini^lit be liable to p ly it thiee 
times 111 all He also adiritid to the si- 
tintum in which young lioiniii Catholics 
would stmd, especially such is wnt 
idiievted foi holy oideis It tiny wcie 
li ihh to sent at all, ot whith thtre were 
duulytSjthcy would be subject to the Mutiny 
\cl ind the artii les ot war, winch tom 
111 mdod the maiehmg to tliii.ch, i^c 
'Ilieii situation was ejuite diiicient horn 
"Uf h of lilt Roman ( atliolics as enlisted so- 
luiit tidy He thcietore iiuwtd an amend¬ 
ment, exempting youiij, mi n i iigiged, bona 
fidt, in education tut holy uideis in any 
seniinaiy public or piivatc, with the mas¬ 
ters, &c. 

Lord Castkrea^h did not object to the 
piinnple, but, it admittid, it would open 
a door to the most enormous abuses, tnd 
the mischief whieh would thus result bom 
allowing the exemptions would far over¬ 
balance any ineoiivenience that could 
arise from fcaving the mattci as it stood 
With legard to young men educated fur 
Roman Catholics, it was but fair, that they 
should at least contiibute to the fiublic 
seivice by fine, as the Quakers did, whose 
religious prmciples'pieiented their giting 
personal senite. tlis lordship also ob¬ 
served, that the pressuie here was much 
less than that ot the tegular mi’^tu ser¬ 
vice 

Mr. Ifzndham thought the amendment 
of the hoii tfaionet well worthy of serious 
consideration. But leaVmg that, he called 
the attention of the noble lord to the dif¬ 
ference* between this and other services, 
espcciallyithat proposed by the Training 



bin, by 'which the |i«oplfj Kve«r|»l’h6>l 
incorporated nor subjected 16 iny iwco^ 
iremence that could render pxetp^lhiiu 
most in any case of much consedw ’ 
Yet the teacheti 6f schools had been t„ 
exempted. Atid as to the legular mil!' 
the expemcc of a substitute might be 
greatci than 10/ but tfa^noble lord 
iccolleet, that by lusn^re that was T6>r 
dueed to very litRg^ama here no inftinuiCe 
wis allowed’ag^i^t the hncs, so that thi4 
bill must stsufoon Its own ments, withoi/t 
refeience to other services. 

4flr. W &Huh adverted to the exemp¬ 
tions which were allowed to dissentil!^ 
cleigymen, which, in this bill, wras qtnilw 
tied by the woids,' and not carrying on 
other trade ’ He admitted that mamr 
bauds had been committed by personal^ 
got exempted by pretending to be diK^ 
s( tiling elergyinen But theie Vras a mK'' 
mtious sect called Baptists, whose teai^ * 
eis had m many instances, so little salat 
that they bee une booksellers or stattoite 
being, nowovei, leally clergymen. 1 
opeiaiion ot these wroids would be )(>ecil- 
liaily haidxin them, and he would pro¬ 
pose an amendment to lemcdy this incmi^ 
viaitncc on the Report. 

I Old CV<s//mag/<* objected, that nothin|;'' 
was more usual than fur masom, btickla^- 
PIS, and nthci handiciailmen, to setup fol|» 
spii itual teachers, and hence a clause like 
til It w ish^d to be intioduced, would most 
oiiomously include these unworthy ob- 
lects within its provision. 

.^tter a tiw words from lord H. Petty, 
sir J ( Hippisley and M^. L^o Keck, the 
amendment was negatived vjitliout a di¬ 
vision 

Ml Cakuifl adicrted to the clauM, re¬ 
fusing exemption to apprentices, and coa- 
tl ruled that this vvis most injuriootlotM' 
young men themselves, as they would be 
taken ftom their employments, the hiiuiw- 
ledge ot which they might not bane stffli- 
ciently acquited, and tall into habits inedlls , 
^is^Kl^ith then occupabons, while tl^ % 
mastet^ would be most seriously inj'uVbtjfi^ 
in their property, ti\p young men beib^ 
taken fiom them at the age when tt" 
would be of most use to tliem lu 
knQwn that the permanent duty of ^ 

’unteer\did mwch harm in this wayi 
Jaird Castlereagh observed, thsll ^ tjMt,. 
mastei woufd piobably not cmne vTitnl^ 
the age fixed %y the bill, % Would be Ito 
great naidship on him to h«W0 hiaappttSQ* 
tice called out, particularly as the tvVOn^^ 
eight days service was not iMfendod td w * 
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•uecMstvei and as tha apprentice in no in- further d>scua»ion of tiie. clause nas post- 
atatuie wSs to be peimitted, during the poAed, and the committee proceeded to 
ctontmuancc of his mdentmes, to enlist m considei of some of the foJiowi,ig clauses 
the line It nas fixed that >ol)iittcem may be en- 

Mr Cedcrqft peistated m taking the sense rolled between the ages of J 8 aiH io The 
of the house.—After some further eouver- clause diiecting that tfte sura 
sation.strangeis weieuideted to withdraw, should be paid to each volunteer,^ ^ 
but no division (ouk pi tee paiish in^hich he is enrolled, give use' 

Mr. C Wynne at^vei ted to the \v ords in the to a vti j^'i^igthencd coiiv ti >.'ition, and, 
same clause, tint ^ no poor man who has without coi^ ig to a deti iininilion on that 
more than one cliild’*sin,dd be exempted point, the lyuse resumed, the chin'miii 
fiom this seivice, though cx^ptlioni lliL n juried piog c^s. ^iid obtained lean to 
rcgiilai inilitn, and pioposeo, m ordci to sit igain to morffiw. 
make the thing moic pieeist and mtj'i- [1 ’hiiions ncsi^riNc DistuisTiox 
gible, to leave out tht woids f moit. tn in sao i bur ar ] A Pelimn of scieial of the 
one child,' and substitute ‘ les4 th in tliiec ow nr rs md nceiijners \ 1 md on oi lu u 
childien' 'Ihis was agictd to tld S<»utl Downs, in tlir county of Sa sr\. 

Ml. Speneei Stanhope and Mi Vsn was dso piesem rl to the house, and reid , 
sittart objected to the scale of gi id ition in setting foith, " lb * the pctilioneis hiii 
the imposition of fiiie^ limitistood, with the gie.tet cinrriii, 

Loid Cosiermig/t obicrted iijion the n that it his been rreouimindrd, by i 
Cessity of pioportioiiing the hues to ilit Ilmoit fiom a ^tlt t Committee of the 
conditions of the dillutnt oideis of tl i hoiist, tint il r u t ol giaiii in the Bistil- 
community those btliin.,itig to wlnt in u in its ol O Biitani should br suspended 
be called tlic sinalUi gt iiti>, i'ould b< in loi onc^M n lioni the 1st (lit of Jul\ 
duced to serve by a fine tbit would be istis, md tlir jitlUionen litg Jtm t) 
sufiieient to eonijiel persons ul, an lutiiiui ' rt pit ul tli it in tin n opinion (lie uh |> 
desciiption, I tion ot s j( *1 i im isut unit be In^liK 

Mr If jttJAr«n iidituUd the id< a (I (oin iiijmioii to tl r ^eiiial i^ii nltui il in 


peliing the snnll gtii^is to lut I i N 
days the lite of a common sulditi hi idin., 
with the iovvcst diegs ut sueictv by .i jit 
'naliy of JO/ 

Oil the clause which stiUs^ that pet 
sons claiining exemption ujiuii the pv,’> 
ment ui fanes, ate to swtai that thi v have 
not insured themselves agunst smh iints, 
or any pait tlioeeof, a I mg distus'.ioii tool 
place. Windham, seeing tint tlie 

Committee ^as not likely to conn to aiU 
termination speedily upon tint point, the 
bill not being halt gone through with, and 
It being then late in the ni{(ht (about 1 2 
o'clock), proposed tint the debilc should 
be adjourned, in older that geiirlemeii 
might come to the discussion with their 
ihculti^ more alert than they'^ could I c 
supposed to be^at that time, amktha*^ se¬ 
veral gentlemen, who wete abse*', front 
an idw that the debate w ould n it be 
brought forward thdl night, might have a 
' ^r understanding of the time of its being 
dtscuseed. In this proposition, he was sup- 
t^rted by lor^ Miiton, sir G Wairenflei, 
iM(r. W. Wynne, and Mr ‘fu nicy 
>ii|a>rd Caatlerci^h, the Chaneelloi of 
^ Exchequer, and some (ithei mi mbers, 
tbe expediencv of proceeding as 
W at poutble that night. IVie gallery 
jpae then cleared for a division, but the | 


U M N ol (> But tin and pntKiiliilv so 
j li tin _,i wen ol In iPV in tli it and tin 
^ n(i_,Iil)oii iii^dsliiel , iiid th it tin prti 
tioiu s 11 )st I Iki itnilv (onr 11 in tin pio 
piiiM ol wincluig itliet, winntiei It 111 i\ 
belli lined expedient by the hou c t 
thin klliw subjerts km lint oi inttii ti 1 
111 iIk loonie , but th \ frel it to ii 
tliiii d itv t J ii pn s( 11 with qicit dik 
i II t, lie 1 I I p, 1II ty of ^ l intip^ s u h 
lelicl to II y 011 I )dy ot tht n h How miIi 
jeiS at the expciiee of the I aided intciest 
soli's, an 1 more i speenlly 'is the giowih 
of biiley his been niurh diminished by 
the high duties on milt, uid that the 
agiieultuie ot tlie countiy, and the louisc 
ot crops, have been toiined md in iii,ed 
with the (oufideiiu lliatthiy would not 
be disturbed by any nuasures which may 
have 1 tendency to ehc ck the gr iteral spi¬ 
rit ot unpioved eultivldi on , and the peti¬ 
tion cannot thcicfoie but obseiiewitli the 
most serious alaim the sinrtion of pailn- 
raeiit applied for to a meisuie which miy^ 
found i** piecedi nt of the .'o-’t daiigi inus 
natuie, by rendenng the agriculture ot 
the countiy, in any ot its bi alt hes, subset- 
Mqnt to temporaly or local expedients, 
and th it the petitioners m paiticulai ap- 
pii hend, that the piospeet held ou« to the 
glowers ot barley of a. demai^d for the 
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purpo<e o( the distilleries, in additioif t<r 
the other Msual markets for this species of 
grain, haAnperated greatly toNvards se- 
ciiring to Ite country a Milficient supply 
Ihat^ticle even under the circum- 
Vj5}j.'’'«Df unfavourable seasons ; and that 
*ftie discouragciAcnt to cultivatiOT, which 
v\onl«l arise from tlic adoptionJTmoasurcs 
like the present, would tenx m case of 
the recurrence of such circ^nstances, to 
distrets greatly the o^er «^n8umer-», and 
e->|)C(:ially those intcr^^etl'hithe breweries, 
sshicb would also occasion a matcr.nl dp 
fal<-ation in the p\»«ic revenue; and tliat 
the growth ofbar»y in thatandthcncich- 
bouriiig tiistricts IS carried on to a great 
(\teiit, and principally upon land which is 
not capable 'of being cultivated to so great 
advantage in any other snaniicr, and that 
therefore any depreciation in the price of 
that article will be peculiarly and perma¬ 
nently injurious to the jjeiitioners and 
others in the same situation ; and tiiere- 
fore praying the house, to take .their ease 
into consideration, and not permit a mea- 
sarc, involving a principle i>u daugoruus in 
its nature, and .so injurious to the interests 
of the petitioners, and of the rmuUry in 
•jeiieial, to pa«s into a law.”—Ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

A Petition of the justices of tlie peace, 
c umniissioners of supply, magistrates ol 
towns, uiercliunts, and manufacturers, in 


liciency occasioned by the p^^ar sit^v 
ation in which this country w jptacfl wtil^ 
regard to foreign powers; and that 
of oatmeal, which constitutes the prlq^Mt 
food of the lower orders of the people w 
Scotland, is at present much higher 
in former years, and is still incrensing^' 
while a considerable q^ntity of oats lii 
corisiiined by the .digtirferB in that part 
the country, th^^fie of which, in distil-* 
lation, the pejW^ners are of opinion, should 
he prohibit(ilQ,*upon the same principles as 
thj^ise of wheat is prohibited by act of 
^)aniainent| and that no importation qf 
grain can be expected from Ireland, which 
usually supplies the West of Scotland to a 
great amount, from the scarcity and enor- 
mous price of com in that part of the 
united empire; and that the petidonetv 
highly approve of the discretionary poirex 
proposed to be vested in the king ia 
counri), to do away the suspension upon at 
'sullicieiit notice, and allow the Distillers 
to carry on tlttir trade in the accustomed 
jiiaiincr ; and therefore praying, that the 
house would pass an act to .suspend the 
use of grain in the distilleries, for a limited 
tune, suh|e-'t to a discretionary pow’er to 
Ilf vested ia the king in council to do 
away the stisponsioii, and allow the dis* 
tillers to carry on their trade ii,*tlie accus’-^ 
toined manner.- Ordeted fo lie upon the 
table. . 


the county of Renfrew, was presented to 
the home, and read ; setting forth, That 
the petitioners, with every wish and atten¬ 
tion to allhrd eiicouiagement to agricul¬ 
ture, consider it tlieii duty to jiromote, by 
every means in their power, such iiiea- 
.sures as may tend to supply the labouring 
and manufacturing classes in that populom, 
county with an adequate quantity of food; 
and that the grain produced in 0. Britain, 
during years of ordinary crops, is wholly 
inadequate to siipjily the population of 
this kingdom with food, and the quantity 
required to make up the deficiency has 
been imported from ibretgn countries ; 
and that the gi^'n produced in the 
county of Rcnfrev/can only afford a sup¬ 
ply to its inhabitants for a few months 
in the year ; and’ that the best mode of 
cot^it^facting^,^viid consequences likely 
to arise from bile difficulty of obtaining 
any importij^i^ of grain from the conti¬ 
nent of Europe, and the United Stateii^of 
America, would be to prohibit the use of 
com io distillation for a limited lime, 
which would bring into the market a con¬ 
siderable quantity of food in aid of lbe*de- 
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IIOCiL OF LORDS. 

'riuir»dnij, 

[ M xRiii M.’E L\T)rMN’iTvUiTj..prheBi8hop 
of Elder moved llie second reading of tbe 
bill for rendering valid Marriages whichr 
liad been solemnized in certain churches 
aiul^ciiapcls, w'ithout a publication of the 
bunns. 

» The Ijord Chancellor could not omit this 
oecAsion of expri>ssing his regret the 
ii\uueiit introduction of bills of this de-' 
scnmjo.*. •» 

* TheUishop of Exeter acquiesced in tfie 
justness of the noble and learned lord’s ob*> 
scryatjon, and hoped that the introduction 
of such bills would cease. 

The Enrl of Lauderdale cansiAhr^ 
as of very great ^ importance,* ma.smof«}j& *»• 
it shewdd the numerous inconveni^KJes 
that arose from tbe Marriage Act. As tMie* 
noble and learned lord seemed Testdvcd td 
turn his attention to these inoonvemencies/ 
he would phrhaps discover how Bft’ it might 
be expedient to repeat the Marriage Act,' 
or so far to new model its provisions as to 
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l^eat tte necessity cff such frequent sus- 
fii^ons of It. 

Xiord Holland concarred in this opinion, 
wished even tjie legislature would take 
ft more wide and liberal view of the Mar< 
riage Act, and some other acts,,surh as 
the(^i poration and Test Acts, whu h pi ov> 
^ such hardship(ii.to so man} lai ge desc i ip- 
tions of his maiV^’s subjects Surely 
that act could not be'r”3i£htally wisi .md 
Useful winch justified aiV,curicocc to so 
many suspensions of it 

The Xord Chaniclloi said he must have 
been groissly mis-understood, 1/ it was St p- 
posed lie could enteitaiii any sntention of' 
moving the repeal of any of these acts, on 
the contrary an occasion was likely soon 
to occur when he should dcclaic liis opi* { 
man of the necessity ol retaining them j 
Loid Hedesdale would never sit silent | 
•qd bear the declarations that weie made 
by some noble lords As he deeply and 
ftuicarely revet ed the Mariiage Act, and'j 
qs felt the great impoit<vtce of a stnet 
observance ol it, so should he always be 
ready to raise his voice against the opiniou 
ql those to whom nothing in the constilu 
tioa appealed saeied, and who avowed tn« 
Resign of proposing tlie^ repeal ol the Mar* 
fiage Act, and other acts equally essential 
to me satet^*^ ot tlie state, and to the well 
^eing and peace ol the community Those 
who harboured such designs, could not 
mean well to their country * 

Eirl Stanhope called to ordei lie ft it 
sanch respect for the noble and leaimd 
lord, but tie ne'fpr would allow him 01 <uiv 
noble lord tu impute motives to noble loids 
ftS influenctfig the opinions thty dtlivered 
in that house. 

Lord Redesdak did not conceive himself 
to be disorderly He did not think that 
any ftoble lord without moving lor thr're¬ 
peal of an act ol the legislature had a 
nght to enter into arguments that trealed 
jt viviUl disrespect ^ 

The Earl of fjouderdale callr d t^e npMc 
learned lord to older, and Feof‘<oated 
narrowpess aiid ilhbcraiity ot nis opig, 
ntofts, which were* now held odious in 
ftfitry part of the coimtry, and whith'he 
waa certain would prove as mischievous 
as they were odious. * 

Imd Mdemaomh conlbndwl that lus 
and learned {riend was strictly in 
<^«r, and that his observations giew out 
ftif ibf bill before the house 
Loyd Rtdetdide then went oii> and con- 
tendod that he did not conce>ve he bad 
made any imparhamentaiy remarkf, on 
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the contrary, he thought this had been 
done by the two noble loids dho had in¬ 
troduced a subjict that was nol befoie the 
house. Hewavmort and more convinced 
of the nei cssitv of the act, m string avi 
banier to eonfusion m the ordei^|lji^- 
cession to propeity, and that we snoftW- 
not folloft^he example ot a neighbouring 
cuuntrj ,Ss\> 8 e laxit) 111 that resptet was 
ol a peniiei^s tendency , 

Ibe Ful^t Lauda dale conceived the 
noble luid as inn 6 tij|]il)ei.tl in lus obseivi- 
tioiison this and ot^ disiussioiis ola like 
nature, and was cuin^iiced theic was not 
one noble lord vvttliin\he four comers ol 
th' boust, who did not think so 

I Old //o//ud considcied the language 
used by the noble lotd as most unpailia- 
meiitary, and tepding to prevent the Irre- 
•Jom ol debate The question had been 
naturally mtiodueed by /he motion foi 
leading the bill, which proposed an indem¬ 
nity to pdsoiis who had oflended against 
the Maina^c act B< sides, he piotested 
against the docti me that no law w is to be 
aineiidid, 1101 any mw one intitdiiccd, 
without subjietiiig the person so intiodue- 
ingtlie measuic to the imputation ot aclint, 
with evil designs against the constitution 
If such dottiine was once intioduced, the 
liberty ot speech would be destroyed, 
and somi noble loids would pci haps be 
I ijitiinidatid horn doing their duty—The 
bill was thin lead a second time. 

[IndicimfntBill ^ Eatl Sianhopemoved 
the oidei ot the diy lor the second leading 
of the Indictment Bill, which being read, 
the noble lotd said that this bill was one 
of the most important, and he be liev ed, at 
the same tune, it was one of the most mis¬ 
chievous tendency that ever came before 
the house, and not hiving been able to 
If am fiom whence it sprung, he would 
state Its contents Their lordships would 
be astonished to hear, that the commons 
had transmitted them a bill for their con¬ 
sideration which went the length of almost 
entiie’y aimilnlating *hc Tiial by Jury in 
ciiminal eases. He had enquiieci whence 
and IreMu whom the hll originated, but 
found it had been smuj^gled through the 
house of commons , lor ^lany membe rs, of 
whom he had eiujuiied ,vbput it, dcshhed 
they had nevei beard of !* lorineily, it 
was the prictiee ol that hottj^ that all bills 
which went to the alteration of the estab¬ 
lished law, 01 any pait ot the constitution, 
weie obliged to originate in a comi^ittce ot 
the whole house, and then'eveiy one had 
(lotico ol wh^t was wt^ded i< wvt 
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that irholesome practice waa becotM 
dead letfer. He trusted, however, their 
lordiihipsiwould act accordiog to the con¬ 
stitution If the country, ^ccordine to the 
commoiuaw of the land; for, in his opU 
who would act so as^ to 
King in a biU which militated against 
every principle of the common law, must 
be actuated by the very qujfntessence of 
human folly. The first c%ose went to 
enact, «That every perwin prosecuted 
for any offence 8 hofl|a compelled to 
give bail in such «^m as in the warrant 
should be expres$(<l ; and if such person 
should refuse, or not be able to nrocurei^ 
such bail, he should be committed tcyhe 
gaol of the county; and service of the 
different puiceedings on the gaoler oi turn¬ 
key, should be good, and judgment be 
given against such person, as if the prq- 
I ess had been seived upon himself.^’— 
that a man might be tiicd without being 
pie^ent, which was dncctly contiary to 
the oath of the jmjmen, which run tlftis . 

* You shall vicll and truly try, and tiue de¬ 
liverance make between our soiercigii 
lord the king and the pi isoner at the bar.’ 

Lord ElUnboiough oh'^rrvvd that tins oath 
did not apply to the trial of misdemeaiiois, 
and that in ninety-nine rases of misde¬ 
meanor out of a hundred, in the court of 
king's bench, the defendants were not 
present at their trials. 

Eail Stmhope icsuined and observed,^ 
that the noble and learned lord on the 
woolsack, only made paientheses in his 
own speeches, but the noble and learned 
loid who had just sat down made paicn- 
theses in the speeches of other persons. 

Lord EUenmrough said he considered 
himself as appealed to by the noble ^arl. 

Sail Staaihope continued his argument. 
Would the noble lord say that it was con¬ 
sonant to the constitution, or to the com¬ 
mon law of the land, that a person oughf 


diat^ mm not guffty cCwy 
be Imprisoned fi>r more' montw tlitiii 
lodges might punish with lunpl 
person who was found guilty.— 
the enactment of Magna Charta ? 'U 
* that no freeman shomd be taken orfm] 
soned but by the lawful judgment of 
peers, or by the law 
should be glad to 
justice of the king^ t^ nch. if an inform^ 
tion, filed tx qSiaoby the mtomey-gene 
ral, was a jui^ent of a roan’s p^rs, or « 
the law oi^he land ? To requiM hail, h* 
qP'cases of informations ex ( 0 cio, woult 
be to makp a law which fell beaeily onl^ 
on the poor, who were seldom able to fihi 
bail, and then, though ever so innocet)it 
they must sutler imprisonment, perhaps |c 
.HI indefinite length of_ time. titl 

could alw^'s piocnie bail, sotbatitwiw^ 
but little affect them, which wouiif' ^ 
making a most invidious distinction 
tween the two oiders of persons ; vflforeUn 
the bouse ought to watch carefully of^ 
the rights adH liberties of the poor* to giM 
them all the advantages of the law, and el 
dmalgani.'WLe as much as possible the dif 
feicnce and distinctions which fortiji>i® hM< 
placed between them.—The noble earl ud* 
lerted to a story of two link-boysi, whi 
sscie taken up for uttering a libel, in thf 
days of Wilkes lUid Liberty : ^e ofthenij 
called Jack, w’ho could not read, haaddB 
It to tli^ other, named Will, and begged 
he would read it to him; in the actm 
doing which, the beadle took them both ii{t[i 
and carried them before the magistrate. 
Jack pleaded that he, npt being able fo 
ead, nad only desired the other to do il 
for him. ' What are you?’* said the mts 
gistiate. ‘Please your honour,’aittwer- 
ed Jack, ‘ I am an anti-ministerial writer.' 
^hat!’ said the majpstrate, ‘how CM 
you be a writer on either side, if ydh can I 
read ?’ ‘ Oh, your honour,’ replied Jat^ 


to be imprisoned foi a misdemeanor, be-\ ‘ I chalks -fS on the lords coMhes. 
fore he was found guilty of the slightest ^ poor anti-mmistcrial libeller u 
ofieuce, and that he should be kept a pri- irai^'e by an mfonnatioii ex 
soner till the trial, which his prosecuts^ thisIsiH, be imprisoned for want of faaw 
might delay as Wig aahe pleased ? It svg|||the end of his days. UAder all iw 
in the law that a mwil|fy*ces, considerinf 


a great hardsi 
should be kei 


prison on suspicion, l W» Oe uuneccasiM jf, 'T’~ ^ 

g sppose he rould prove an alibi, how was I objectionable, he rooved that the 
e to ip pnson? “He might *' 

know wher^we persons to prove it were 


to be met^Witb, but not know their names, 
BO as to enable others to come at them for 
the purpose of hU acquittal: and the 
learffed loid who was so fond of parenthe¬ 
ses in ptber soen’s speeches, well knew 
Vqj.. XI. 


to'be unnecessary, and the other 


***Loi? rose, whI 

he had expected some noble lord wnqiMto 
ported the bull would bate attempto^^ 
Shew its necessity. c««w<«1 

t^t thdnoble ana learbed Icid (EUenffd 
tough) had intended to d® a nd w > 1W 

2E 
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‘''^‘'*'‘':to ayeway^ to bear stibh necessity 
pn^.' ilc considered the bill as an in- 
J&tion upon the sound and wholesome 
^ pbciples of the common law. The 
v|wncip]e of part of the Ifill, with respect 
/’to requiring bail, was first adoptcd,in the 
of hisfjreseiit majesty, in a revenue 
afid it was found so injurious, that a 
' hjfl was brought in^n the 38 lli, to remedy 
'.0iie evil, it being foun»4il|at many persons 
f; had remained in gaol fof’jjjconsidorablc 
Nrime without the means otV’^ringing on 
- iheir trials. _ lie deprecated the principle 
■ibf applying to other cases (f'laclmetws 
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sach informations without previous alfida> 
vits to substantiate the charge; land when 
an information was filed by thcAtlorney- 
gfnerai, it was a presentment 1*011 oath, 
as much as that of a grand |uryX,lIe did 
not see, therefore, that any injury 
result from holding to bnH upon such m- 
formation-v... With respect to indictment 
and infonffatoon, it should be recollected 
that a persoi) accused had much be'ter 
means of justilying himself in the latter 
case than in thc~fomier. lleforc a grand 
jury the evidence wait ex parte, and the 
piocu(;dings secret. 'A person accused 


! 'found necessary for the betted collection j* luul no means of punishi^^g another for a 
of the revenue, and still more as it wils ‘ ‘ 
merely stated in the preamble to this hill 
as a reason for its enactment, that it IiikI 
found convenient. Was this a re:i- 
^i^.for altering (he ]:l^f generally > With 
'* 4 f)i*nect to thc^ process upon indictment 
,fllid information, where was the necessity 
t^ewn for such an alteration ? This bill 
^sides w'ent to require bail equally upon 
indictment [»rcsi*nled by twelve sworn 
upon an information granted by the 
AvCdurt 01 king’s bench, and upoli an iiilbr- 


IBAtion filed ex qffii io by the alloi nry-gc 
This was an innovation whieh he 
‘fought pregnant with flic most injurious 
''IConsequences; nor could he for a moment 
5wnscnt th^a power of Iioldiug to bail 
, ^ould ctsist upon the mere filing of an in- 
.d^tmation by tlic attorney-geneial. His 
Jordsfaip quoted some legal authorities for 
the purpose of proving the ancient practice 
i^.the constitution, contended that by 
' bill a m^n n^ght be tried in his ab¬ 
sence and vy^itbout his knowledge, and 
^;c$dled upon those who resisted a bill which 
Silhifey conceived to be an innovation upon 
prerogative, to resist a bill which was 
£ 5 jai innovation upon the constitution. Jf 
, ttb innovation was to be suflered in the 
/iGHUe case, none ought to bo allowed in the 
a t least without pi-oving some stro^ 

JEiknborSn^i contended, thift„f?dn- 
misconception had takeff place 
iWTO respect to this jiill, which did not 
cr thc'law as it now stood, or at least 
’jslightly/lnuyinerely defined more ac- 
the cwrse to be pursubd. As 
Etp law a| pi^sent stoodM it w<i§ well 
am that peirsons might be held to bail 
^grely upon indictment, tibt by any 
of the peace, uponra charge of 
liljbffieanor. With respect to ^informa- 
^itiOhs wed (^efo, by the attorney-gene^ 
1^, ho ikials a sworn officer : he never filed 


filin' accusation betbre a’'graiKl jury, nor 
could he indici a witness who had given 
evidence before a grand jury for perjury; 
in the case of anjidbnnation granted by 
tile court of king’s bench, the accused 
niu-<t he served personally vvith the rule to 
shew (^aube, which was only grsinted on 
affidavit; he might then file affidavits, 
shew cause, and have all the advantage of 
the argument of counsel. Infunnation 
filed ex qlJicio bv the attorney-general be¬ 
ing groimrh-d on affidavit, a party falsely 
accusid might indict the person making 
such affidavit for perjury. He thought 
the provisions of the iiill were humanely 
adapted to give relief to the prisoner. As 
to his being tried in his absence, that was 
out of the question: persons tried for 
misdemeanors in flie court of king’s bench, 
were scarcely ever prc.sent at their trials. 
I'his bill would also prevent a person sent 
to prison for ivant of bail^ from remaining 
there, as it might happen for years, with¬ 
out the means of bringing on his trial; 
another jirovision in his favour was, that 
tlic judge who tried him, although not a 
judge of the king’s bench, might discharge 
him if acquitted. He considered the bill, 
therefore, a$ favourable to persons in the 
situation alluded to, instead of at all tend- 
^ ing to make their condition worse. 

Lord Erskine condemned the principle 
L jf extonding regulations made with an 
^nmediate view to tUq. collection of the 
fIFevenae, to other cases/^* With respect to 
the bill, be admitted theng was nothing iu 
it affecting the Trial by Jwry, as supposed 
by the nqjile earl (Stanholtc), and thainSie 
objection of trying a malittibhis-'absence 
did not apply to it. He co^nded, how¬ 
ever, that the bill did make^ alteration 
in the law as it now stood, and for which 
no necessity had been shewA; namely, 
in holding to bail upon infbrfiiations filra 
< 5 c < 0 cio by the attorney-generafi These 
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infortnatums, it had been said, were filed 




upon aih(|ivit; but the attoincy*geiferal 
nas nut (BmpLlled to file them upon affi¬ 
davit, he might file them without any affi- 
da\it. lJuas not to be <tuppoaed tor a 
ri(pni( j^tiiathis learned trieiid, the present 
atiorricy-gencraU would do any act that 
was la the slightest degree impr>d]}ei; but 
he objected generally, to the^yiuiplc of 
huidiiig to bail upon mloiinations hied bv 
the* attorncy-gineial, whitli might oi 
might not be touiidedjipoa afiidavit, and 
theieb} gnmg to tin attuiney geneial (lit 
power ot I gi iiid jui> No in ei ssity li id 
betn ithewn loi this bill, and In thought. 
It nmeli better ll|at the law should stand ns* 
It did, than that they should run the^isU 
ol (\citiiig diseoiUent ui dissatisti tiun 
bj altering it, and by giving power of 
holding to bail in slight uthnces, in libels, 
and lonstiintive briaeliis ot the pe u*e, 
w liieli might,*at soiin peiiod oi uthci, be 
used uppussiM 1} against the subject. / 
The Ji(}td Uianutlor contended thapthe 
onl}^ i)utstion at presmt was,, wlietiui 



tlicK w IS so much good in tins bill as 
tj authoiisi Its being sent to a eominit- 
iit He tiiouglit theie was. With n- 
spiet to iiih tnnlions hied ei o(nao bv 
tin altoine> g< ntial, it w is htlinv tint It 
sliuuld be stitcd, tliat dtbuiigli In might 
not he eoiiipilied to leetive itiidavUs pie- 
vious to tiling sue li iiifoini ition, iii sub* 
St nice It vv IS so, HO mien in It lull ot that 
iiitun bun., tiled exeept upon aliidivUs , 
and with respect to tlie inloiiu itions ot 
that Kind ilkd bj him when he held the 
ofiiec of altniiu v-geiK lal, the piilns 
niif,ht have been held to bill bv afnngis- 
tiate upon the affidavits lie thoi^lit the 
piovisions of the bill were'^tavoiirmile to 
pel sons sent to piison for want ot l»il, in 
pi eventing the necessity ot then icni^iimg 
thiie tor a considerable time without the 
iiuans ot lelcase, and that with some vlto 
lation m the comniitue, it might be 
deied unobjectionable. 


other men, and he should dye a 
of them for the edification of tie Iw 
loid, who seemed to have fiirgottea 
what soit of characters ffiey wei^ st 
com[iosed. II 14 ioidshlp then 
the opinion of the Judges, when cohsm^iil^t 
by ChJiIes the I'irst, as to his right 
ewet Ship-money, by which they decla 
thit he hid such 1 ightylnd that he hiois 
w IS th( only jud ge jj fift, also to the att« 
swer ot the judji^ln Charles the Sccond*'s 
leign, who i^^arc^ it to bo unlawful to 
publish an/ dlguinent against government, 
"is luidsMp next alluded to a case decided 
lilt ycaii ago, m which the learned Iped , 
ontlu woolslek had laid down what ho 
e-vtoemed to be true law, that the decisrono 
ot till judges weic to be icgulated not by 
piece dents, but by tht written law of 
1 ind '1 Ills case l^e did not allude to ftbhii 
meiiioiy *he had seen it within these 
d ivs IS it tame tiom the shuitJiand wrilft^ 
'1 Ills the noble and learned lotd ml^t 
estiem cviticnec , but he certainly vvoilm‘>. 
do so, whtia he miuimed him that it trmt 
suictioiud bv coircctions made in 
hand wii^in.’of tin learned loid himsClf. 
This Ins luttlship tsUinicd sufficient to 
touiid him ill inaiut lining that it was to 
till law ot the liaid, and not to the opinlmi 
ot the judges, that we vveie to look for 
piotiilion m 

Tht 1 ul ot Laudftdalt enforced the%v- 
applieahility ot levinue statutes to tho 
tom non law ui the tountiy, and argaed^ 
that till adv uiti^es felt in cany mg these ^ 
itvenuc statutes into execution, would W 
no means enable us to jt|^ge how far sutp-^ 
lai 01 tipnl good was to be expected flOBl 
ail I xtensioii ot tin sjstcim it we WOtO 
once to tnibiaci this doetime, we might 
expt tt to St e the t icilities aflurded by the 
Income tax, which was a levenuc statute, 
bought lO be t\t« iided to theefleekof forc¬ 
ing peisoiis, at all times, to make a dis- 
leiV I eiobiiie oi then piupeity,on the pretence 
\tint thticbv baiikiupteies might be di^ 


ation was to 6 e made in the bill,*as m thsft 
case It would b&smback to the conimoifji. 
His ioidship pjtocecded to shew the absui- 
dity of contciling, that because judges 
vv ere sometmi(|B honest men, or attoiney- 
'^gejleials per-yns. who could die trusted, 
thereluie*ey,Aaoidinary powers should be 
vested n^lueir hands. Were he to attemjit 
to drive such a doctrine down the throat 
of the neble and learned lord, he w& con- 
vineed could not say Amen to it. 
Judgei| and jittomey-geneiala were like 


Lari &<att4£yit was glad that some altei-psj|inialied. Many othij piovisions of ^ 
in.. ..m. K.. — 1 _ ... K.ii •. — I dingei ous iiatui e might be groun^ 

eil oiirlw piineipli hcielaid down, wl^c^^ 
I on the vv lioleK^hadU his most decided 
^position > - ^ 

Lord Holland confessed that sotne of lua^ 
objections had betn removed by bis Bkdfie 
fiienti (loK? Ellciiboiough) and by ^ 
noble loid on the woolsack, but s^lt hO' 
continued so decidedly hostile to the pdt- 
amble, and*to the general principle Of the** 
measuse, that be could no^vote fo^ tbo 
second reading ot the blU. 
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Thfei hoyse then divided on the second 
y^ing; Cwjtenta 17 j Not-contents 7 
||ldority 10. 

CSSESSSSSSBBBS 
HOUSE OP LOMKONS 

Thursday, May 19. 

[Paeish Settlement Bill } Th'e ordci 
day for the second rtiding ot the 
I^rish SettlementV^l being rcad^ 

Colonel Stanley objt ct of tins 

bill, which was to preve^«ny stttlenitiit 
being gained by tenting dwelling 
under the value of 201. instead vf 10/ , oi 
" l|>^ purcbiise, under the value ef 100/ niv- 
“ Eteiw ol 30/. The next object ut the bil|t| 
eras to pass Irish and Scotch paupers to 
their rewectivo parishes. 

Mr- Cmtoen objected to the whole bill, 
asoppiesstve and injurious in its operation, 
dud tending to increase the burlhms upon 
pensbes, already loo gi eat Wi th i espcct 
to passing Irish and Scotch paupers to 
their lespective parishes, he thought it 
trould be an act of great ciuelty and in> 
|l^cet He considered the encouiagement 
of Friendly Societies as the best mode of 
rtducing the poors rates, and thcrcfoie re- 
oOmmended them to the considerition of 
I^Oniment. He concluded by moving, 
the bill be read a second tune this day 
aix months. 

,JVIr. thought, that as a measure 

Ibf the regulation of the Poor Laws, the 
Imhisc mi^t entertain this bill, Although 
be bad some objections to make to some 
of the clauses intended be enacted by 
With respect to the clause empowenng 
'too removal of Kish and Scotch paupers, 
^ thought tl)ie bouse could not entertain 
one moment; it would be too much 
to say, that a roan, after a long, laborious, 
md mdustrious life, should be turned over 
from the palish which had been the scen« 
ofthatufe, to a place where no provision 
whatever was made for hun. 

Mr. J^avKs Gtddy was of opinion, that; 
whole of the poor laws should be r^j 
w^tlftd, but that us the present bill Tnj^nt 
oefftcndedwith partially beneficiaAcnects, 
it frugbt to be suffered to go to a com* 
Jhhtee. . 

Mr. Homer strongly objected to the bil), 
as compl^fely and randameiitally altenqg 
the whole law of eettlements; occupatnm or 
. of rent was not lequirea j it was 

^ Eh diat the pauper bad a mere title 
sion. He objected t» the bill, not 
|ily because it would introduce new 
suon aifb expence, but as condenuimg 
ats and crunmats, persons who 
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might be legally entitled to a settlement, 
and placing them m a situationLn which 
they could have no redress I 

bir 5 considered the kill highly 

objectionable, asincieasing the\Jidicalty 
of pioiuriug settlements, which W the 
central y, m the opinion of Judge Black* 
stone, loid MansAeld, and all otherwise 
and greaSimcn who had written on the 
subject, should be made as easy as possible. 
It was the interest of evciy parish to re¬ 
lieve itscli of a small buithen, and put a 
1IIge one upon another, for, when a man 
with his family was lemovcd from one 
iparish to another, it w as not a mei e tem¬ 
porary burthen, but ultiniatcly a continual 
burthen upon ^iich paiish. The most be¬ 
neficial cnects, in his opinion, would arise 
by facilitating the. power of acquiiing a 


settlement, and he thought, weie a si\ 


months residence to entitle a pauper to a 
s^'tllement, it would be attended with the 
inbst beneficial effects, nut only m lessening 
the\)oois’ lates, but iclicving the subject 
from thei greatest oppiession As to re¬ 
moving lush and Scotch paupers, in most 
instan^'es it would be sending them to a 
place vliere they w ere altogethc r sti angers, 
and they would be burtliciisome paupeis. 
when hey otlieiwise might become useful 
memb i s of society 

Mr GtaJiam supported the bill 

Mr Whuhtead was happy to find thia 
measure objected to as it was, as he had 
troubled the house on a former occasion, 
and never heard any one support the law 
ot sittleineiit as it at present existed. He 
had laboured to carry into effect some 
measu cs of the kind, and the opinions he 
bad ly-ard tiys day would encouiage him 
to fumher exeitions As to sending lush 
and^otch paupers to then parishes, he 
thought It highly objectionable, and if 
)> issed into a law, would be attended with 
the most gi levous consequences: in Ii eland, 
w hti e there were no pooi laws, the op- 
pigssion would be excessive —After a few 
utther obseivations by general Mathew, 
Ml. Ciokei, and sir R. ^eele, colonel Stan¬ 
ley declared, that he fek it hia duty to 
taM the sense of the housr upon the mil. 
A division then took pl%''e, when there 
appeared; For the second reading 
Against It IH. Majoiityj against 'the 
bill lOS. 

[East India Papers ] The East ineffa 
Papors which were ordered to be produced 
were laid upon the table. 

Mr. R. Dondas hoped, if itwrksin thb con¬ 
templation of any hon. gent, to move thM 
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they should be printfed, that het^ld give 
proper no^’e of his intention. 

Sir J. stated, that the papers 

moved for]>n the afiairs of India consisted 
of no Jess^tan 5800 tblh> pages, and that 
the printing of them would cost 12,000/. 

Mr. Bmkes said, that the expence of 
printing papers was a growing evil which 
ought to be corrected, as it ainoented now 
to np less a sum than 90,000/. a year. lie 
hoped that it would be lett to a committee 
to make a selection oPsuch as it might be 
thought expedient to print. 

Mr. Whitbread protested against the doc> 
trine, that the members of the house of 
commons should he debarred from infpr<- 
matioii, because this could not be com¬ 
municated without i.ncurring a certain ex¬ 
pence. Was there any plan, for instance, 
who would regret the expence which had 
been incurred,, in printing the papers rej 
lative to the transactions in the Cailiatic W 
He admitted, that on the present occasidf, 
it might not beliecessaiy to print theXo- 
lumiuous mass of papers now iipoiv the 
table; still, however, he thought that it 
ivould be better even to expend 10,0(|}/. in 
having them printed, than to assent i the 
proposition of the hon. gent, who hti I just 
sat down, of entnisting a special comi littee 
with the power of selecting such as they 
might think proper to print; a procc sding 
W'hich was contrary to all parliamentary 
usage, and from which ver}*^ bad conse¬ 
quences might result.—The Papers were 
then ordered to lie upon the table. . 

[The Wages of Journeymen Cotton 
Weavers.] Mr. Rose rose to move for 
leave to bring in a bill, to limit tic ex¬ 
cessive depression of the Wages oftper- 
sons employed in the weaving of Covon. 
He was induced to thi.s step, not f»m 
a conviction of the propriety of fixing R[ie 
mimmutii of wages, but in compliance wit!: 
the wishes of a numerous and respectable' 
class of persons who were now suileriug pe¬ 
culiar hardships, and who were at the same 
time supporting them with a patience and 
resolution which dic^tjbem credit. Theniea- 
sure was <propose<y With the consent of the 
masters as well ^ of the journeymen, and 
he was sure that^ie house would be an.x- 
ioji-i t 9 grant therv everj' possible relief. 

Mr. pHtifsm »*'fced, whether it was meant 
that the operrVion of the bill, should be 

S meral, ot'that it should be confined to 
ose places where the Wearers had peti¬ 
tioned for felief? 

Mr.lRow Implied, that it was intended 
that its d^eratien should be limited to 



been received. ' * 

Mr. Daeie$ Cfiddy declared hTBl' t 
! that the bill for which the right 
: bad moved, wquM, if Carried into 
I have the most mischievous tendency, h 
I only to the Cotton manufacturedi, butth f 
persons fur whose relieLit was intChd 
Much of the dislreMjtm was at]^i^_,^ 
felt by the Cottoi^}lilavers, he conceived 
to arise, not fr<)rtftoe wages being toCkm^ 
but becaus&ltt one time they wCre. 
high, a circumstance which indtice^mtM' 
I Q^ple to alopt this trade thap tiierb pra' 
liKdemandm, or than it could suppcrl 
and were a minimum of wageiT itow to 
fixed, he w'as afraid that it would prove 
inducement to ignorant persons to briiae 
up their children in this line, and still 
ther to oveastock tllh market. He shoii^ 
be most happy could any other mo^ 
devised of granting mlief Co the soi^n^ 
but the one now proposed' he conside^l^ 
.so objectionable, that even in this eSt^ 
stage of the ousiness, he was resoiw^' ^ 
take the sense of the house upon it. ■ ■' 

Mr. Horher a^eed with ahnost. evh 
thing wliich had been said .by fhe 
gent, who had just sat down. BcA:, 
ever .strong his colivicllon was of tfi ^ 
propriety of the principle 
measure w’as to be founded, he tnooghf ^h|a 
application of such a numerous and 44^1 
serving class of individuals merited- 
attention; and perhaps in dischiiibg .jl 
remedy which hal^b^ proposed hy 
right lion. gent, on^em'ob|jecitienbl|^ 
might be discovered. ■ , • ’tt.j; 'I'-sj 

Lord joined in opposing 

which had a direct tendency to nim 
manufactures, and to increase tlie 
tresses of those employed in them. Fdb' 
these distresses he felt as much at any 
I man, but he thought the hou.se ought to. 
'jbe exti-emely cautious inf raising liq 
ihich must infallibly end in disappe 
^ t. The inevitable consequence dl 
jirSl^qt* measure, if carried into efli 
would ^g ^ , to at the manufacturer wo 
dischargenumber pf his workmen, ' 
wj)ich they woimK^ reduced to comp^ 
misery. 

i^ir Robert Peek disapproved 
the p^pciple of the mealure,^ bpinNia;' 
anxioife to make it known, that 
probation wis founded opotta iiito tegnM- 
to the interest*of the wortoAeOplC' 
selves. The great catfse (ri'utodistress if': 
present felt, was not the op^fito^on of ' 
mastera, but the shutting 
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quuteK^and the fact was that masters 
HHtett »ou fuileiing from this cause still 
ftioie than the ineii. As to what the hon 

t ent ha 1 said tcspecting this application 
eing countcaaiiCLd b^'the masters, he 
was bUie, if this was the La<it at all, it was 
tmly in a veiy limited degree, and that if 
we present measure w is perseveied in, 
they would soon ^ve the cotton nnnu- 
&cturcr» at the harh^^jimg the piotection 
of die house lit hoptawhcieforf, tint 
they would not ptiinit bill to bt 
bioil{|;ht ui hom any sentiments of false 
compission towards the mtn&foi th( 
eritable lesult would be, that aigieat iiunft, 
ber of those whom they wished to relieve, 
would be diseliargcd by their niasteis and 
thiown upon the parishes. 

Mr. Thompson said, that before fixing 
the niinitnuin of wages, the# right hon 
gent who nio\ed foi leave to bung in tin 
bill, ought to equalize the abilities ot the 
wmkmcn 

Mr Hose explained, that it w is his in¬ 
tention to ha\c iivid the *miminum of 
wages not fui the time but tiu ([u iiititv ot 
rWOik done He lepcated, tk it hr hid 
*beOa mdueed to piupose the nirisuro, not 
4^ a connetion of its piopiicty, but in 
tiompliancc wall the W'lshes ot the (ottuii 
weavcis, baeked svith the eonsi nt of then 
,«nployerS! 

Mr Ttemiy deelated, that he should bi 
«s happy as uiy man, it some i^liel i ou(d 
be granted in i pi ope i wajr to tIu jieisuns 
employed in the cottofS'inanut letnre, but 
be never could acCedc to a ineasuie wha h 
went to fix the fniiiimum of vs iges 

The Chattfellor <)f iht Excheqittr tntiuly 
Agreed with those who thought tint tin 
milise should maiiifebt a disposition, which 
be was sure was universally felt, to acee Jc, 
as faj as a sense of duty would pei^it 
them, to the wishes of ih it iiiiineious aid 
respectable class of tndividuils whom hi*^^ 
^at bon fiiend was inxiuus to lehev^ 
not think thit the present mcist;/e 
1 |«u)d be productive of advantage ^Alie 
Itr^Oiple of the bill, which weut,^ tiv tlm 
wntmum of wages, canie^ .nto upentioii, 
could do no good, aW <hight no a gieat 
deal of harm. It wedtd nut have the effect 
at alt ineieasing the quantity of work, 
and It would djminish the ^lumber of pei- 
aoQS employed m it, because ofdv'tlie best 
Wbrkraen would be retciined At the same 
time he srosfof (qfiinion, tbit^it was better 
tbat the cotton weavers should be disap- 
pomted aKer a discussion of thh raeiits of 
th«iA%ppJiica4on m the house of commons. 


thpi by a refusal of his right bon firend to 
submitit foi consideration '1 hd discussion 
the apphiation had now'*unddgone, and 
he hoped that those who madC it would 
be convinced, that it failed m^fioin any 
indilleieme to tlwii sulh rings, oi any in¬ 
disposition to rdieve them, but iioin a 
pel suasion tint, by granting the object 
winch they sought to obtain, they could 
do no goorl, 'ind migivt do much haim 

Ml. Rose said, that aftir the inanuei in 
I which the pioposiiftm liid been received, 

, Ik should not puss it u|>on tin boiiae 

Ml A iJoungtxpicssid Ills sitisfartiort 
that the motion was withdivwn ; but h< 
eqtild not omit this oppeitumty ul stating 
Ins opinion, fliit the disticsb com])lvineu 
of vrose fioin lh» suspeiisiun ot foiiigii 
trade, which had tin u place m eoiise- 
,qucnee of the Oideis in ( ouiiril 
, Ml Lftsttllea oiisnvtd, that hid the 
"light hon gent, pcisistcd in Ins nii isuie 
hy fixing till miininuin ol vviges, tbrie 
wn-f no leisin whv the miximiim also 
shu jld not hive Ix^eii fixi d He ri minded 
the light hfui glut ot rht obseiv'itioii of 
a n ft In ited vviitei on politii'il rcononiy, 
‘ th^ eoinuKuc in tins inuntiy hid con- 
tiiiuql to pinspn, notvvitlistHiding the ex¬ 
ist! ly ( oi 1 Bond ot li idc,' oid uconi- 
nieiit'id it to him to illovv it to tike its can 
lOUUf 

[b ovn Disnii vnoN ] Lord Ikiiimi' 
lO'i pm sii lilt to till notito hr hid given 
sonu timi ign tomiki t motion on tin sub- 
jut d tin Distilh III s Pii vious to moving 
tiiit|thc house siiould .o into i loimiiittee. 
In vf;uuld ixjil iin tin intuie ot the Resolu- 
tioii| lie meant to ofki in that r i.iniiittee, 
viid^he iiatim and c luses nt the eliuigts 
III )£ii m those 11 solutions since he had hist 
an^oiimod lliein The topics nivolvidm 
riji Report wcu nnpoitant ind inoinentoun, 
iiid the liiglust authoiitics diliiud among 
till iiiseIves upon the piineipal points Ihe 
conimiltce was ippointed, in the hist in¬ 
stance, to eoiisidei of the UK uisol .iffoiding 
I chef, to the West Indii propiietors and 
merchants, and the ordi i imdt i winch the 
committee assemblcd,iliicettd the com¬ 
mittee to inquire whetli) i the most nunic- 
diatc and eflei tual mod as of leiief would 
not bi, to confine the llj^^tiilLiiestothe^use 
of bugdV and Molasses ala,^ e Ini.hc oouise 
of this inquiry, it bi lais^c iieeessaiy to 
ascertain how far the agriewlture of the 
ecgmtiy would be aificted b} such a le- 
striition, and this mvestigatioa led to the 
knowledge of facts, whiah esrubltshed 
the wisduoi and necessity of ||hc lestxic* 
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tion, exclusive 
ever of tn in 
rsl iiuls. S wai 
tw.) questi(|is; 


tion, exclusive of sdl conHideratrott wha^j^ 
interests of the West India 
[ was impossible to separate the 
but this he would ssy, that 
neither hop’nor the conjofuttee coulo hare 
recoiuineitdiil the Resolutions they had 
dojiCj if the iiit(M'c->ts of the country, dis- 
tim t fi um those of the West India proprie¬ 
tors, had not, in the opinion of* the com- 
inittfe, rendered such measures necessary. 
The committee, findinj? that tliis country 
was gAieratly dependent tor a sutKcicnt 
supply of com and flour upon foreign 
countries, and that this supply was cut off 
in the present state of liurope, without any 
prospect of a siHlicicnt resource in liic 
ia.st year’s crop of this country, thought 
it ri^it, as a precaution against famine, to 
stop the distillalion fn)iu,(uiii, with a view 
to a more ample and satisfartory supply of 
sustenance for tjie people. Here the iiobl 
loni wont into a statement of the ijua 
tity of corn imported into Cr. Britain 
nually, and coflfciided, that the savin^y 
the proliibition of the distilleriefi, sw>uid 
be 470,000 quarters, whieb svould cover 
more than half tlie deficiency creat^ 
the stoppage of importation, and mon 
the whole importation of oats, 
these ciiTuiustances, it seemed i ight t| 
pend the distillation fioin corn,ssith 
crctioiiary power to the piivy couiik- 
extend or to put an end to the rcitif 
as circumstances might i oquire. Th| 
the substance of tlie RoNoliitions 
coimniltec-, lesolutions which they never 
s\oul(l have come to, on ac count of tlie iVest 
Luba merrhants, if the circumstaiu s ol 
the times had not rendered them i 'ces- 
sary with a view to the geneial intwests 
of the country. He argued on the win- 
ciple, that the distress ot one class of tthe 
community ought not to be remedied 
burlhfiiing another clasti. Hut be deni 
the a|)plic’ation of the principle iit the pre 
.sent instance. The suiicrings of the West 
India inert hants svere gioat; but the re¬ 
lief here propo.sed went directly tq reme¬ 
dy the distress present or eventual of the 
country, and felitWecl the distress of the 
West India prorP-ictors only collaterally. 
G. Britain imported annually on an aver- 
age 77^0,000 qiiar^TS of gram from foreign 
countries. Fi 1 some of these iountries 
importation w.ss now iinpo«sihIe. From 
America, ir^ consequence of the embargo, 
corn could not now be received, and tlaere 
was nojirdSpect of the impediment being 
speedily rcidbved. The supply of last 
harvest no¥ sufficiently abundant to 



hftvt« sutpW fond that 
on. The stock on hand wae fw sfatht i 
the probable demand. In the. of 
Lngiand the crop was abundant, 
parts it was not.* The crop of wheat' 
m general good, the crop of barley 
short, and that of pulse good for nothlh^jf.' 
Here the noble lord cited the evidenceof^-''^' 
the witnesses before th^ommittee, begiiui' 
ning with Mr. Ar^yi/Yoang, in urdhr to 
establish, that general crop of th^ last > ‘ 
year was shtyt, and the supply in ther 
country ins^iiciunt. The stoppage of dts-' 

I tdjatiuii frJni grain would be adequate tp 
importsltion of 470,000 quarters. Lt 
the jiresent circtinistances it seemed cssen- 
tial to divert so large a supply from luxuryi^ 
to ncces.sity. It was objected to the mea» 
sure, that it laid down a bad precedent; * 
tending to nneoura^ the fierpetual intetf^. 
ference of pailiament in such cases, 
the cirt uinstaiices of the present case wet^ - 
peculiar, and iiiilr.ss the same identici^*^ 
circumstances existed, the precedent couw^^ 
not apply. )t was said the quantity of*'! 
gram sown next year would be diminished 
by the stoj^iage. But the quantity to 
sowm depended on the prices, and the 
sent prices were far from being low. ' 
.stead of falling, tITey had risen since 
present measure was announ ced. > H efiC 
the noble lord cited account^ oF"^'et||t ^ 
.sent to him, svliiidi shewed a conunued ' 
rise in tl)« m'ices of eorn in the last two '' 
weeks. In ^oUand, in particular, the ap- 
coiint stated thaNlbi^distillei'S had deter* 
mined to slop whetmrSbere was a provi^,'' 
Sion to that effect or not. ^If the'businCift 
could have been conveniently gone intotdj|t 
night, he was prepared to offer a Rest^ti* 
tioii for rcstrieling distillation from corii 
for 12 months, from July 1, ISOS; wit^ 
permission to the king in council to dc^awajk 
that roUnction whenever an abundant Crop 
should render it adviseable or safe to 
o so. Understanding, however,,that a 
mber of the most formidable opponentk '<4 
^ sneasure might be* conciliated bjf * 
delay'#.<»d^^resentation, and thatsubstan^ ’ 
tial good nrll^ be done wiffi leas difii^ ‘ 
eiyty by Hfloroih^i^lie means of primfo 
arrangement, he hat^mit off bis motion m 
this day. This was tlra sole cause el* thtt' 
delay, which syas emirelftsdistinet from 
ministefial*motivcs. The oyect of attain- <, 
ing the same good with uiminifty, ' 
with him mostsimportant. ^ had, ther^ 
fore, made the adjournraent^m yestM^ ! >’ 
day, and fte had also made soiffe cbangtigii 
in the Resdulions he intended t^reptkid. 


ot 
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.4him M«eptajUe >., It Iwt 

k^n object^ bjp tbe •Irmh gentleioen. 
the Deport otithe oonHnit(e«» by pn>* 
inportstion «i' Irish 
<3^irits into Eo^QiKb wmt to a rj^ation of 
' j.^yjhrtie}es of the Union. As'’nothing 
kiipo«ld-be fofther from his trish and tlie 
.tkrildiof orery gentleman of the coinmittee 
.fitd of the ltoase> ^ interfere with 
eoropact in tiie sii^U^t degree, this 
t jbthshihiUon was to be now pmitted. The 
‘|£i^ Resolution he meant nodi to propose, 
..Kras, That after tike Istof JulyJand thei^^e 
the 1st of Oct. next, all (Hsti|iation froi^j 
• 4 ) 9 ni, grain. Hour, meal, &c. should cease 
>4bro«^out the United Kingdom; and 
liieiGoadljr, diat it should be lawful tor his 
ih council, after Sept. 1st, to con- 
. restriction till forty days after 

^>|lie commencement ofthe^iext scs.slon of 
‘s'POriiaiQcnt. Thus, if the ensuing harvest 
.>|^snHd be a good one, the restriction might 
rtnicpire at once ; if it should not be so, his 
^^tlpk^jasfy might continue the restraint till 
,f|ttrliment should provide such remedy as 
uMW wisdom might think lit. It was intended, 
■Tiatftii to reduce the duty on wash made 
sugar. These provisions it was pro- 
0 <p 4 l|li^ahould be extended to Ireland. But 
' kS-teAlk information on the state of that part 
kingdom was not .so complete, 
. j&^uld leave the details of the arrange- 
. ilPfiitii an far as Ireland was coiyicrned, to 
/«|xi<nRerwards settled and explained. He 
hMsdecstopd, howeve^ jj* i/govemipent had 
niiMsivQd inlbrnation from Ireland, stating 
';h6 adviseakle to stop the distilleries 
ent.^ If ailer Ute ensuing harvest 
i had Vk superabuiuiance, tiiis country 
) Scotland could not fail to afford a vent 
‘Ribi.. (hat surplus. With respect to the 
irfMast India part of the measure, be did pot 
•bwinll'it right now to enter into details. 
a''33ln'.camBiittee continued to employ itself 
^ 'pedulously on devising the means of rem 
ijjj iy ihg thedistaresses under which the 

interest mnhappily laboured. >utu 
of the West India intgsfsT wai 
{^(Mgsnt, jttfuieaiablc, and^Tere. Many 
ttir lately opulent, wpe 
tfitifurdn n>state.of t^n^atest dbtress, and 
^tlij^'flKnt sreiHthy were in curtailed cir- 
>klu<lMu|UrlMiefln supplies,aeiit out to work 

IptihMtiates sum atffl as expensive*^ as ever. 
Iby di^ notminlt it necessary to argue on 
jbaMt joipnttaKe of the West India Islands 
bai0kkll^'<r<>wby*< .The present distress of 

arose noV from wild 
the riusttiog of the 
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fik^nental market, nij^siHiiefwhich £«g- 
bks^ had.bro«ght on the colpnfasi and was 
therefore in a particular Heme called 
upon to relieve and remedy, i The ques¬ 
tion now before the house wa.'. however, 
purely a ^itisb question. The relief to 
the West India interest vvas merely inci¬ 
dental to the primary object of providing 
a security againvt the appi'chension of 
scarcit}'^ in U. Britain. That this relief to 
the West India interest could be incident¬ 
ally introduced, was a great additional re¬ 
commendation of the measure he intended 
to propose, lie was glad that tiie mea¬ 
sure was at length submitted to the sense 
o^thc house. If the restriction was neces¬ 
sary as a lufasure of precaution, it could 
not too soon be carried into effect. If it 
was not, the dispute could not be too 
^soon put to resf. The noble lord con- 
'^cludea with moving, That the Report be 
^efei red to a committee of the whole house; 

anticipated from the moderation and 
tls^ good sense of the gtc.tlemeii present, 
tha'iy th^ wishes of the committee would 
be wried into cliec t. 

Mr. CoAr (of Not folk) agreed that this 
ques ion ought to be set at rest. He was 
sorr^ to observe a practice of suspending 
the Katute of W^m. and Mary, which was 
the lest security of the agriculture of this 
couttiry, by affording tiie means of dis- 
posii'jg of the surplus p^roduce. The brew¬ 
eries and distilleries took off this surplus. 
If th 'ir use of corn w'as stopped, the de- 
mai^l must be lessened, the price must 
falltand the growth and supply must of 
couiUe be diminished. The landed gen- 
tleinin did not seek to maintain corn at 
thelhighest possible price. All (bey 
soimht was a sure sale and a saving pri<,e, 
wimout which the land would not be cnlti- 
vjjjTed. The price this year was low till 
lis committee had commenced its inqui¬ 
ries. It had recently risen in conseviuence 
of the agitation producod by the investi¬ 
gation of the committee. The Report 
Itself allowed, that every permanent inter-* 
foretice with the present established sys¬ 
tem of agriculture Wtis injurioMS ; and it 
expressed great reluchmot at adopting 
even a temporary restraint. Here the hen. 
gent, entered into a detail of the manage¬ 
ment of barley forms, iifn this species.of 
culture, and that of wheak an increaa«kof 
one fourth had taken place within I ynars. 
T^e importation had pnopoctienably,dimi¬ 
nished, and the Huctuati.on of<di«. prion of 
com had< materially lessened, i.Ttie-iMi^a- 
«ur«weiii( to check (ha «ltabUs^d 
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With resActto t^e ^Wfest 
he doubtln whether they stood in'need 9 f 
relief. Irie demand foi* sugars had lately 
increased so much, as to create ah' advance 
of (is. per cwt. on the article. This demand 
had arisen from exportation. Tbtsdistre^ 
of the West India planters had no claim 
upon parliament anymore than *hat of any, 
othjr class of men,—the .Slaftbrdshire 
potters for instance. A proposition of the i 
same nature as thd present had been 
brought forward in Mr. Pitt’s time. Put 
it was found the revenue would suiter ma> 
terially from it, and it was given up. Was^ 
the cham-ellor o§the exchequer prepa^-ed 
to say tin's measure would not hurt the 
revenue, or*was he prepared with aremedy 
for the defalcation ? Thp land was already 
suilicicntly bnrthened with land-tax, pr«v 
perty-tax, and^tythes, and it might be cx- 
pccled that gentlemen would not go out jn’ 
their way to burthen it, for the Westlmna 
planters. Ile^^Vas sure the West hmia 
interest was at the bottom of this qne;wure; 
for till their distress w^as represente*' as so 
severe, this measure was never thou ht of. 
lie had no objection to the stoppage of the 
use of grain in the distilleries, if it hould 
be necessary. The government m ght to 
haVe the discretion to impose or to i irnove 
this restriction when corn should c< ne to 
a cei'iain price indicative of scarcil ' or of 
abundance. 

Sir IV. Curtis highly approved f the 
fair, candid, and manly part the noble 
lur<l had acted in this business, as v clt as 
the ability he had displayed in th< con¬ 
duct of it. It was known to all the vorld, 
that we could not live without im[. |rtiiig 
corn, and in case of a failure of immrta- 
tion, which happened now, or of a scandty, 
M'hich might very soon happen, it inuiMie 
the duty of the legislature to seek tor 
best substitutes they could procure. Heroi^ 
then, it was proposed to make sugar a sub-^ 
stitute for corn, which was likely to be 
scarce, lie hoped the landed .interest 
would not oppose so useful a plan. 

Sir Ja/in SincUar said, that he - might 
have less objections than he had to the 
present mensur^, if ho could be assured 
that it was founded upon a system of ge¬ 
neral l>Qlicy, ^and npt local intSrest; fc.r 
he was there, not as a man locally interest¬ 
ed by the«views of any particular place, 
or any one set of men, bqt as one vS the 
member|*of parliament for the united 
Itingifbm. ofK>. Britain and Ireland, and as 
such he* couh^ not any advantage to 

VoV:sii. 




cfcelS, ' thp, hon. blkrai^ t 

tfie grea^ advantage 'that^' 
revenue front tins grain diMiHfiryV 





I landhofucrs, besides the propenyvi^'; 
others, it was a wise' or a Just mi 
throw any obstacle in^e way of 
tivation of land, diitliniak.il^' 

duce ? With rjiSpect .to the eugard|sti' 
great as the yijury would be to the 
interest, tMs oooii would be prpdnc 
^ry littUfadvantage to the groweit,i|f 
ligar. The high price of barley ’ ahii i 
grain in iftcotland, was partly ovyingl 
great cpiantities that had been boug^jl' 
distilled there, from an apprebea'* " 
this prohibition of distillalion from 
As to wh^ bad bean said about theijadi 
tage which this prohibition wotdd'^l 
to the people, lie observed, that hp Vt 
a totally different opinion, and in 
was supported by veiy high autboril^ 
the subject.* As to the stoppage ^ fli 
importation, he hoped that we nought 
have an opportunity of importtt^: 
America, as we already might frp;' 
own colonics in the northof that' 

Bui, besides this/ the measure 
made use of as a precedent, for' 
with the production of com, , 

it w'os most important to. ward^ i 
If anv rqtj^al plan of relief coni# 
posed forchuW^est Indian 
would gladly ebnsm^n it. ,s, But nff. 
not consent that tne^sbouid thus;lt 
lieved at the expence o^ partietd*^- 
of the community. Theapfireh 
such a measure as this, biia e 
greatest alarm thiaiighi^k.the 
and it was knpertant in fv^y .’pp: 
yew that it should not repeive -tfae 
tion of the legislature. He 
think it his duty to oppaie tlfo% 
leaving tlie chair. ' •. 

k Mt.' Curwm, considering fte gr 
p^rtaace of this prcpositiotl, th<M^^ 
it ougiM^at least to have come ^ 
the migis^l&^of the cro.wj^.wb6'" 
in a peetdim* ibwnlr'ri^ptuniibia 
eflects of it. 

credi't:t6 the noble lolfe%. 
v^iefa he brougj^^.! 1^ 
asked,* hdw he had coWlip 
opbion, tend swerfCifro-*- 
one day I Hpwevw«:5:t)® 
from the Beport, bof 
as it iKuf stood. ' 
ing these diaorelrenl^' 
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tiKti (Clift ^tem at* 

ed wim rery bad edicts, and he i«a<i 
' no means fbool of the idea of enoourag- 
f the practice. In order to shew that 
to country might be sufliticntiy supplied 
'^(h grain, be adverted to the eg^cellcnt 
that had resulted fiom Mr. Wes- 
t^hqS act by the increase of agriculture, 
^^tt^awise nnntetrr that assented* to 
act, and resisted >he clamour laised 

( iUst it at the time. Though the im- 
liate effect of that act might have been 
i^yftise the price of coin, yot tfis ultimate 
*%ct was to render it cheaper, vas it ci*- 


^ttied the landholder to raise corn uponSflndion planters weie to be tluoivn entirely 



Ipplse acres on which none could othcr- 
have been produced. He mentioned, 
another reason, the improvement m the 
"'ed of cattle, by which, in Scotland and 
r places, double the quantit/ of meat 
produced with the same quantity ot 
)in |toal provisions, so that much less laud 
necessary for pasture, and more w as 
for the production of grajji, of which 
places had never before been so regu- 
’ In Devizes, and other places m 
tbeurhood, more grain tfod been 
up than ever had been known at 
'mer period ; and the picsent use 
price of grain w*as owing to the 
distillei s, w ho had been buy• 
tstilling as much of it as pos¬ 
t/from an apprehension of this raoa- 
/ l^ill however, if the p'..,position 
hbtne from the chanc^’J^r of the cx- 
[uer, or any - ' 



ly resp; 
titown, he shpdld 


f .jitile minister of 
not have been so 
clinep ti/^ersist in objecting to a 
‘ lary power of stopping the distil- 
graln, if the circumstances of 
^tmtry should require it, without re- 
to the case of the Weet Indian 
But, as the proposition came 
the noble iui-d, it must oe considered 
on the Report of the committee 
S>d been appointed for the speciBc 
of examjniup what method of 
Id be adopted for the plaiitefi. If 
„ctetic»i^ power was re^* ..({with 
W of affirdingjmeh ••,nef,^and not 
to life directed byi!* circumstances*. 

I countiy abftU'^rtea from this consi- 
tfaft mtdir^ of agricultuto must 
^ centre, v ithout jmuch 
lies. If, by the contest 
engag^, mtuiy should 
^Coinmercial 16 agricultural 
mid be ftoch a stmree of 
country, that so m from 
ftft us, we might come but 


of in a better condttinfi than before. 
He mentioned as a proof of thl/the great 
improvement that had taken pla|e in the 
agricultural system of Norfolk, 'by which 
every seventfi acre was employed in rais¬ 
ing wiittPi food for cattle,'though iu other 
places not mure than one hitndredtii. If 
the same laudable plan should be adopted 
in other places, a sufficient quantity of 
meat svould be produced to afioid half 
a pound of meat a day to ten million of 
people. 

Mr. Marryatt could not agree with those 
who thought that the interests of the West 


ouft of couj'deration, aniFmaintamed that 
a case of the utmost distress had been 
made out by them. When thef account of 
the American embargo arrived, he, along 
with otiicis, as a deputation from the West 
I'^dion committee, waited on the chancellor 
i^the exchequer to ask, Whethei goveiii- 
ni^t would consent that^the restrictions 
on ^ cx])ortation of coru^ the colonies 
shoul\ be taken off> and uponthi*, being 
refuseV it was suggested that sugar might 
be suf^stitutcd foi gram m the distilleries, 
as till* would be only iclit ving them with 
the m^ncy that was sent to be paid to 
toieigueis foi coin. It ought to be remem¬ 
bered,^ that in former committees on tins 
subjoc, the plan went to the biewciks, 
amt to^he distillation of molasses; at pre¬ 
sent it |*vcnt no iurther than the distilleries, 
and d stillation from sugar, so that the 
measiiLjp was much simplified, and the 
finaiulal diffirulties in a great measure got 
lid oil It ought also to be kept in view, 
that «e coniiiiittcc still continued its 
laboun, and bad a Report in forwaidness 
pumuig out a peimancnt plan of reluf, 
by wii(*h any recourse to this measure m 
futpYe would be rendered uiine( essary. 
JJi' denied that the system of agriculture 
, /ould bo deranged, for the ciop of this 
lyear was in the ground, and before the 
*• next year's crop could come m, the mea- 
‘ ',sure woi Id have answered its purpose, and 
of com se cea.se. He aUo denied that the 
general interests of the country would bo 
at all injured, since the quantity of corn 
thrown into the market would be so muc h 
less than vhat bad been conimon[y im¬ 
ported. .The hon. baronets opposite'had 
tiot sufficiently distinguished between the 
effects of a temporary and a {lermanent 
meagre. He allowed that if thq^^plan was 
to be permanent, it Would Ije tujmouf, 
but no such thing was in contetopfatioA. 
If a^pcoUure bad inetefttodT'tlie population 
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roust have h«Rt papp wi0 
portatioDi haa oot heea vA aJt 
and m tic present cucutustancea uf the 
counliy, ae ought not to tiust enUrely to a 
futuic harvest, tor making up the supjply 
befoie derived irom iweign countries. 

While the Lolpnies took goods hum the 
mother country to the value of six millions, 
while they paid mne imlhons to the reve¬ 
nue, and while the trade employed 20,000 
sc unen, sugar had foi the last 3 yeais been 
selling at a price insufTicirnt to support the 
expence of cultivation. He refened to the 
olhcial papers in the Beport, in order to | ffenetal ^verted to the opiiiioit oil 
shew lilt mist ike of those who iinagine^i^i esentativ e of the county of Ni 

that too much |bugar wis laisid ^'hc^‘‘--— —>—:**- 

glut had been occasioned by the stoppage 
of the foieign maiket, and the admission 
otthesugai of the captuicd colonies into 
the home niaikct, contiaiy to the go^d 
faith on which oui own colonists had 
rested. He finther contended, that th 
was no mUntion here to relic ve 


p<^ o^ thotr produce. 
able as a subject of taxat^n} 
they became a subject of le^suiti^ 
thev w4re degraded as well as Mijar 
in the instance of the biQ that jpn 
years ago. After stating theaini 
that the colonies peuid iteeo up 
petition m thp foreign flu^xet i 
Americans, who suppled the enen^ 
the sugar* of their own colotde% 



van- 
given 
dvan- 
bjects 
fie war 

that 
f rday. 


one 

at the expeiw^ ol aiiothti. The 
holdeis were in possession of an 
tage which the ioitune ol wai hai 
them, and they ought, out of that! 
tage, to allow something to other 
oi the cmpiie, on whose interests 
had produced aneilectso mjuiious 
General (lOicoyne had imdeisto 
the question had been postponed ye 
with a view to some compiomisc, b|t what 
that was he was yet toleain, lor] 
liony the agiicuhural gentlemen 
but the*most pointed opposition 
should like to know by whom that cl 
mise was made, oi who authorij 
The committee was no party to 
compromise, and the hon. meml\ 
Noitolk had shewn no inclmation tu 
into the noble loid's pioposition.\ But, 
aftnr all the delusion ana all the cltraour 
that had been excited on this subjecN^ it 
appeared, horn what the noble lord sa 
that the question was to be discussed with^ 
out reference to the lelief of the sugar 
plaotus ' What had the committee been 
appointed for, but to considoi of a mode of 
aifording them reAhf > And was he now to 
abstain Itom stating their distresses ^ The 
advocates of ttic high price of provisions 
refused anv relief to tW planters till a 
bczAity should take place, vihen they. 
would humanely permit them to shaie the 
profits they deuved from the distress of the 
<;oaQtry. If the planters were to fig re- 
lievad oitfy by the calamity gf the coui^y, 
he vlisbea ^tbey might be long without; 
reliffi badJpnen said, dmt th« colonws 


that the ^sitting of the cbniiniia| 
laised the piicc of giain. He 
on the contiaij, that had it noi^\ 
the sitting ol the committee, tfip riiei 
have be^ double. The diWa%< 
colonies was not only severe, batq 
and t^e admission ot giain into thaj 
leries,wai> the only mode of early 
and if this was demed at the end 
session, allehe previous proceedingki 
only be consideied as a tub throww i 
amuse tlve pianteii*. 'Hie genem 
ment of the landholders was, that 1^ 
not wish lor importation : thcdi itti| 
to then advantaw ; but when 
w as Hi many places in such ds 
bread, he should sup[) 08 e tk(MH 
alone might induce them to allow iM 
ciency ^importation to be tblW ^ 
plied, motives, however, i 

puic, while to their ini 

vented their beinh^e^raible of 
merits ot the question%Bat, the 
were told to look forward tcea ib 
the distilleries from the Isf of 
1st ol October. Why, the diS 
ncvei worked at that time. The 
jiresentative for Norfolk bad dwe 
the great improvement of agi^^ 
winch had doubled widim a cerqi^!l 
yetwiiteis (Mr. Young, Mr. 
and others} bad spread an alorei oftn 
and If commended inclqpures. ^ 
sures,would not remedy an imn 
scarcity 2^could only he dp 
employmg a^^bstftute fot grai}|i<» 

1>f the advocates\<|^ pime'^ 
visions contended, rapt a scarce 1 
sbmetimes a great goeoW it wB 
tended with a permaoei^ 
ing]. Coughing should 
gomg on. contended 
of the colonies, insfead of\ 
the quOltion, ought •ha tl%anost} 
nent otyec^ and 



ent or injuriouato t}ieagr]oaIi»nitSiU6r|ir(»< 
and not d^irable witb a ^leitr to fNrdyent 
a <icar(itylot food. 11 hts nobloftfriend 
th<n Icit tAat d notion picvadedi that his 
dc<)ign was to icinuneidte the sogar plan* 
teis end to sHciihce the landed to the 
West Indian inteiest, was it not expedient 
th It the thing should be placed on its true 
giuumi, and that it should be suited, that, 
Jiidyiindant ot Uit Wist liidian interest, 
tlieie weic good leasons fui the adoption 
ot suili <i me isme > 'tint was bis virw ol 
the subject, and the view ot Ins noble 
liiend, who had kept strictly io the spnit 
ot the Kcpoit Ihe hon genet a 1 was, 
liowcvu, mdignayt at the dela}', and sajd, 
that tiom the 1st ot Jul> to the 1st ol Oc- 
tobci, the distilhncs would bt stopped at 
any idle. But his noble triciid hcie again 
had only followed the spirit of tlic com-, 
imttcc’s reioniineudation ; for the tonu 
inittee had pioposcd, that the suspension 
should cuinmtnie fiom the 1st ot Ja\/, 
and continue nil July in the follovung 
)ear, still It-iving a discietiouarx pwer 
w itb the c rowii. 'llie proposition if ins 
noble tni nd, that the distillation fron su- 
gai should eummt nee on the first ot luly, 
and eontinui till Oct with a discieti nary 
power 111 the eiowu to continue it sti I lui- 
thei till iO d 1 } s aftei the met ting i the 
next session ot p n Iiami nt, wasin sub^ anec 
exactly coiuspoiid^nt to the Ilep rt — 
[Gcneial (jastoyne said aiioss the ab'e, 
that hi uiidei stood tint sugai vva not 
to be substiUiled belwteii July ,!nid] Oct. 
ixcopl 111 a case ot seaicity.] Tlia , in- 
tliid, would hive nllordid some gi >und 
lor the hon gem lal’s objection ; bti: his 
noble ti tend liad expressly stated th.|t su¬ 
gar was to be substituted ; and the ^n. 
geneial might lecolieet, that he had n^ii- 
noned his iiitintion ot pinposing a leif^c- 
tion ot the duty on sugai-wash, in order\ 
enable the dislilleiies to employ suga^ 
sMth advantage, i^nother leason foi de¬ 
siring an interval was, to'consider how the 
ditheuity, with respect to Ireland]^ could 
be got ovei. The hon. gent over the ' 
way (Ml 1 itiisgcialt)}, who had expressed 
liimseU so stiongly with legard to a re¬ 
commendation ot the conamittee which he 
considered as an attempt to violate the 
act ot^^meii, was hardly reasonable in 
his objeetiun to a roroproniise by which 
that ditlicuUy was done away, and the re¬ 
solution pioposed m such a shape as ni«de i 
It a cominffn qm stion with respect to both i 
countries. Tiiat tins rendered the propo- ; 
^tieO'iaoi^ difficult he allowed •, but when 1 


! ia>gridn'<fiekl«cttjt Ihae 
appeared'that there was do stb|y 
bo talten* to save tbe 
not equally apply to Ireland, b 
thoie wu abundance w scarcity 
coontryi it would be etfUBlly jEett w 
other. If the prices herb were ldgh,tbi^* 
must be high there, and vtee wr^Uf >tt|9 
that the same measure of precaatiotT<Mif|fP' 
to apply to both. If thr? hadibeon solbl^r^ 
a competition^ of intei ests, there wa9 iHfh* 
question that the landed interest Ought 
Imso the pi eft rente; but when 
j/mterest might be piomoted without prcjlM ’ 
dire to the landed interest, surely the 
position could not be rejected, merely 
( wise a measure, expedient m itself 
happen to atibrd lelicf to the sugar 
tors. He %greed, tkei eforv, that tlm qihMK’ ^ 
tion ought not to be argued on the groUlAl ** 
of leliet to the West India planters 
though that was not to be thiown Oiilsdft 
considerition entiiely. He then put it 
the judgmeufoi the house, whether thmigft^ 
fortiiiiatily theie was not at present'*iit" 
snrcity, yet in the deficiency of 
means ot supply, and the badne$s’»%f ^ 
the ciop, imrtei* the appieJiei]simr*#'tr ^ 
possible scarcity, *with the foreign 
shut ag mist us, it was not wise * 

side beforehand against those '' 

I appearances? Ihose who put the''qub^*«' 

' tion on general piinciple, djiit 
aiguc taiily^iior the present was'tMfr** 
teicnt iiom cases; and 

I the hon baionet’s (si^^ib^n Sinciaivy 
guments, though they i^ht apply 
muth to former times, did*not af'tlan'b 
apply to our present situation. Wb* bM- ' 
bc'en an exporting, we were now rtd' ’ 
inipoi ting, nation.—-The right hon. ' 
tl}pn adverted to the evideiiee of M^. Ai^> 
thur Young and others, and contondedtd* 
i^*that the matter was clotrly made 
^hat the crop was deftdiont, and {Iridf'M’ 
was expedient to adoptsomueuch nleas«1>iih'< 
the Resent. He dented that the ** 
'price eo'\ld possibly result from the • 
tation of this' ^^ration. I’he eitect of ‘ 
must havd been\’ete* of a contrary 
sdiiption. The caus^ ms, the scarci^-'A^*" 
Scotland, and the mdifl^imt crops 
places. It wopid be immper Ito 
the me&sute into operatnm 
the ist of July, as tbe diwillerAidiimd^'1 
have time to dwpose of tbitt'Wraitt 
they bad m such a staete'thtAii-could 
applied tif no other ^wpdse/^^e 
that the crop of potatoddMd'fiuM'ib^lktP'’^ 
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Ui|j« and that by the efllei^ ot this pr<MM> 
•ttion, dispeople there would have other 
Ibed cheaj^r. Ihe measure ought alviays 
te be considered as a tempoiary one. He 
adniitted that it was his duty to take care 
of the revenue, abd that this was an iin« 
portent conuderation. But he believed 
that the revenue would not sutler niateii* 
illy, and that the difficulty of the collec- 
tion in Ireland might be got over. He 
hoped, upon the whole, that those gentle* 
men who objected to the quarter from 
Which the proposition came* would dismiss 
from their minds, in considerihg thesiib* 
ject, every thing except its real mentliU 
This was the proper view of it, and he^ 
hoped that no strenuous opposition would 
bt persisted in. 

' Mr. Ponamhy declared, that if he had 
not read the Resolutions jiropqfed by the 
noble lord, be should have voted for the 
motion of going into the committee; but 
the reading of these Rcsolutiom was suffi* 
Cient to satisfy his mind a-^ to the piopneiy 
of an opposite course. The gentlemen on 
4 ie other side, had taken quite diiie- 
vent routes to recommend the •measuio of 
' the noble lord. One had pleaded for it as 
Vto e ca s a ry to relieve the West India luer- 
dnitts, while another*contended that it 
waa called for in order to guaid against 
M»t<l!5?®“To show that the latter ground 
eironeous, the right hon. gent, entered 
into a compai'ative statement of4he prices 
Of corn, at various periods, **arlicularly in 
^iand; and quoted pasAages h'oni 

tha evidence taket^emre the conmiittee, 
40 prove that |l(tis ground was quite un- 
As to the relief of tne West 
SOpita merchfints, he was as anxious for it 
00 any man, but to the mode now proposed 
hfi strongly objected, and, in particular, 
because he did not think this mode coqld 
be efthitive. He would rather recom* 
ntwul some permanent relief for this de¬ 
serving class of men, by reducing, foq 
iMtance, the revenue to which they were 
The West India merchants he 
tbought peculiarlv entitled to cqnsidera-* 
tiofi; because, while they w'.flTsubject to 
lli'tto additional codtnhpeuons consequent 
t^n the war, thej^/^re not liable \o 
IlK^t by its resoRrr For if, through our 
IpipcesS, cejwies should be capturhd, 
lIlWi West mdip merchants were likely to>| 
sAller by the jpompetition whieh thav must 
^imeritmce pom the produce or such 
bHhhies; tm if defeatea, those merchants 
tylihlif, in ^sequence, be excluded from 
ad^gillSi imkeu Thus, in the event 
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of our success or defeat,-the West India 
me'lchants were almost equally liable 
to suflfer. Of course, they ud strong 
claims upon the country . But Che present 
was not tlic mode of relieving that class of 
men. In fact, while it would administer 
inellectual relief to them,,,it would oflend 
(he landed interest. Thus ministers, who* 
proposed, it, v%uu1d experience the late 
giiieraliy attendant upon half-measure 
poliuci ms, namely, tliat of neither plea¬ 
sing nor serving any body. 

Sir A. WellesUy asserted, that the people 
of Ireland, and especially ui the north, 
were very much distressed for provisions, 
wpich di-tress would, hp mainlaiiied, len¬ 
der a ineasuii. of this natme iiecessaiy, 
whatever might be the state pi the West 
Indian merchants. 

(’olonel Mont'apmeiy stated, that the 
rarcity of the potdtoe crops in that part 
f Iieland with which he was acquainted, 
.d been such last year as to alioid 
scW-ely enough to spari?*£’'r the oidinaiy 
cul\|Vatjoii or seed. The consequence 
fore was, to produce a propoilionable 
ity of corn, which he thought the 
mcasuie under consideration calculated to 
allevf 
Si< 
state 
cent 
prov| 
been 
at nii 
of till 
fold 


ate, if not to lemeily 
^ John Newport was surprised at the 
[(lent, that north of Ireland had le- 
r experienced any mateiial want of 
ions, as the price of corn had not 
'for several months at all fluctuating 
of the greatest poi ts for the export 
t arpcle in Ii eland, he meant Watei- 
If any scarcity existed in the north, 
he nltiirally concluded that such scarcity 
woult have affected the price of corn at 
Watfrtbrd. Tlie right hon. baronet geiie- 
ralu deprecated the intei position oftthe 
legblature upon subjects of this nature. 
I-krthought such intei position, in almost 
Very instaiire, extremtly noxious. In- 
liiecd, experieiKe had proved that nothing 
but imperious necessity could excuse it. 
To such iriti>rpo»rtion he believed it was 
owing that this country was not able to 
grow sufficient food for its population, as 
It formerly did. Frcfth the enactment of 
Mr. Parnell's act to the present time, the 
interposition he deprecated was found in¬ 
jurious. As to the rise w hicb' had recently 
taken place in the prices of sug.::^ and 
com, it appeared to him to proceed from 
tfic speculations likely to arise,out of the 
exigence of a committee upon this sub¬ 
ject. *" 

Mr. C. Mli$ contended, that the of 
the landed interest wcietwithodt found** 
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tion, and tlut it was not necessary to prov<i 
.1 scarcity,\s something s\as mdispensible 
as ameiSL^ ot piecaution Some relief 
was absolutiij necessaiy, and if gtntk- 
mcn would not accede to this, he should 
bo hippy to ticcixe trom them the 
boon ol I fan ctimpetition m the ni'iilctt, 
luiijs agnn^t Biitish spirits, and sugars 
a g u list coi n. It fi om the opposition gii (n 
to tlie pioscnt measuie, it should be dc- 
teated, and a siaicity Jjc the consequence, 
tie would ask, what evtuse gentlemon op¬ 
posite could nnlvP to a stining people tor 
having resisted a plan, which, it it did 
not, as they contended, go the length ot 
giving lelitt to tht plantci, could not fie 
shewn to be in my way disadvantageous 
to the I iiidcfi iiitctests ot the countiy ^ 
Admiial Hant^ constdcied tint gum 
bung at too low a ptice, was to br Iooked*j 
ujioii as a smous evil, as vvell as its beiuf^ 
e\utbituitl} advamid It he siw tlia/ 
tin 1 C was any probability ot a dearth, 5r 
scaicity, he should thin mo-,t cncc ihilly 
vote toi any luc isurc that was evit u«ttd 
to economise the aitich, ind low« its 
piice As the cisc now stood, he *onlil 
b\ no me ms think ot voting toi il e|]nu- 
po itioa tliLii bituic the lioisr it Iiiin ' 
in Ins judgnunt i lUulitfil in i "u 1 di 
gree tu linn the lainui lui tin saj.c of 
liluidiiig soiiiepntnl iiliet to the 
Indii pKntds ind meichmts 

IVIi iovltr stall d. Ill the most m 
vocal terms, tint lie nn mt to vote m 
sition to his toMeagnis His u i ons* 


till SI , in the hist place, he thoiight it to 
be eonti iiv to all neknowltdged in/\iins 


of agiicultuic to s , th ii vve should 


vent the use ot grain in one ot its reftulai 
ebaniiels, lueiely loi the beiicnt oPthe 
West India colonies, and m the second 


ant) not to loave bint somo OJieiNNif tt« 4iiA 
po^e of the surplus of his cfCftf ’ntie 
opportiuuties were, first, in the We tQ the 
bievvcnes and dyitillcrios; and 
by exportation. He believed that 
was the illst time in the Lnglisb instetyf 
except in a time of scarcity, oi (lie apptvtk 
hetision of iu( h an event, that ever the 
U gi'l ilure attempted thus to tamper with 
the agiicultuiul interests of the nation, 
iiisides that, he could not believe that 4 
was cipabledl atlording any substantial 
relief to tpe West Inoia merchants or' 
^'anteis, and if the house once adopted 
^ucli a measure, and left such a precedopit 
on then jouinals, it was impossible to ^4^ 
to w hat (xtc nt the mischief might be CW 
lied luicaltei Gentlemen might say 
what they' pleased ^n that house npon 
sub]i ( t, bur their woids would have no ^ 
feet upon the country at laigc; and the 
picicdc lit would appear upon their jour'* 
iiais without their aieumcnts in support of 
the UK asuie,ii>u th it lieieitti i it might bp 
mid( ust ot, on lighter giounds even than 
tlicsi on vjhich the picsent piopositma 
t ind A^ncultuie was a business that ro« 
q Jiu d most t vtraoidm iiy steadiness, mora 
tlian ilinnst any other pursuit that man* 
kind w< te ens,igvd m , and if the ftuanepi 
^ ^ Wire If tt without foui >ears st 
|\Wst| the liw that w is to govern them, tb;^ 
would be no m irket, compaiatively speaj^ 
mg, foi a^^idant ciop, and no resouroo 
ill tune ot sca^ In Ireland there wac 
no stv idiiu S3 111 tn&*' hw upon this head 
until the yeai 1781 law was at thid 

time fixed; and almost evci*since tl«i/ 
have been able to Send consMeiable sma^ 
plies ot giam annually to England, m 
eveiy point ot view that be could bmic 
upon the piesciU subject, it left so ainutg 
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the necessity ot adopting such a meaane 
arose lioin the dcaiih or scaicity, ot gram, 
oi some just r wise tor the appi chensiun 
that such a cose was likely to Inppen 
'Ihc com of the countiy was, b^ the wisest 
and most expenem ed puliticrans, left m 
general toiiiid its own level mthe maiket, 
by the usual means ot competition among I 
tliedcikis When theu was a jiad bar-*' 
vest, uie puce ot gram advanced much 
Ingher than usual, thi le were always pei- 
soiis leady’to import ftom foreign mat- 
kets, and jjjus keep down the price vvffilst 
they p\pmote^ their own interests But it 
nevei couVl be the interests of any state to 
be tegaidkss of ffie inteiesti of the fatmer. 


plicc, if thei< were any giound toi su^h a A impression of its impolicy on bialmuKb 
*1 piohibition, it ought tu be shewn, tha\ ,thit he felt himself bound to tote agaiai4 

...A tfv iwv SSaA 1 ^ M iM alk a a 


the 'Speaker's leaving the ebau. 

Bli Wtadkam declared that the ^irintsi* 
pies laid down by the iigh| lion, gent. vHto 
4iad Jim sat down, and by his bqpt, 
friend (Ml *?onsonby), need onfy be heet% 
to cairy cuinviih'on td the mmd of any 
passionate man. Tbe committee, 
ever, had been instru ^ to consider 
the best means of afiui^jg relief to fm 
West Indvt pl!inteis, anvTro of 

that only, as, it was imaginedat leojit 
alt on a'stiddeij, and moat coivetuentiy 
the wisiies ot the gentlemeHon dm otji||it 
side (all (but the chancellor i^Ae e^d^ 
quer for Ireland), the idea of llgearc' 
me country darted upon their i 



la’lf iHj^yesXj^y in'dfsgttW, and 
a.new tuFp* to'.tWir proce<*dittg8. 
_^tly wliilst'therc Was such vacillation of 
pinion, such unsteadiness among their 
9 QUUci 1 Si thct*e was iillle* or no hojie lefr 
for ^n^dcncc in future. And, i»v fact, if 
>v^ any thing like u starcify in flic 
gantry, the very svords of ininisU'rs tliat 
were calculated to spiead the alarm 
!^d adit to the necessity. 

Sir C. Burnll declared his sincere con- 
'^^ction of the dangerous tendency of (he 
Ifji^asurc which wa-> then belurdthe house. 
Lord Ctiillereagh strenuously supportad 
motion. As an argument in its favour^ 
h^ asserted tli.it the pi ice of grain was at 
H^isent higher than m the seal city of 
, and as high as in lliu scarcity of 
, when the distilleries w ere prohihiled. 
i|d^ to thi4, we hail not at ptesent any 
pi^spect of a foreign import; so that any 
means that tended to husband oui pre¬ 
sent sources of supply it svas advueable to 

'*\]V?r. Min Smith supported the measure. 
greaU'st possible calamity that could 
|fal any country svas a scarcily of torn, 
^^ust be considered, that for the last IB 
jrs a very large imp^il.ition of that ar- 
jf had taken place, and we ought to pro- 
consequences that might arise 
bur being deprived of all foreign 
^(i^-^es. 'Jberc were already a great num- 
persons depiived ot^tmploy, so 
bad need to guard^»gaiiist the ad- 
^iQiiat calamity c^»«4n'city. He knew 
instance, j|l^f{nin these last six weeks, 
no leas than 1000 persons had been 
cjwn out a*" work from one manulartory 
e. He really believed too that the 
t' India plantem were a most injured 
n^.of people, and that some measure was 
-^-'.^ary for their relief. The effect of 
1 present measure would be to relieve I 
h of these descriptions of individuals, jj 
'beattended with generally beneBcial 
i^^qacn<;es. 

M H. Mildtftay spoke against tlirc mea-, 
y Stated the average ol^tbe price 
several y«ars,Jp^rd^r to shew 
^tl^e Supporters of J>^re notjustiH^ 
(gsiijfg suen arjguments in favour of their 
iaaiijre^ Aom Se state of these pri(;cs. 
boiveyer,* 'df® house proceecleil into a 
' b^faduld then take' an oppor<i 

ty dif prolfosin^ some alteration in re- 

said this measure was ex- 
[.Vfwntnended' by the committee, 

* ^»fi7 info the same Subject had 


takipn place in 1807,' and therefore it was 
impossible that they could ht^ e recom¬ 
mended one so totally difforcii|. from the 
former recommeiiUation, had they not sc en 
that the circumstances of the times maile 
that alteration absolutely necessary. Those 
circunistcuices w'cre the changes that had 
taken place in the foreign relations of the 
country, «Inch now deprived us of a stifi- 
jily of gram. If we did not w ant that sup¬ 
ply formerly, why did we take it ? If we 
did want it, was it ()*>ssil)le that any minis¬ 
try (ould be ]u..liiicd iii sitting calmlv, 
and vinving w'lih tomposuie, the conse¬ 
quent es likely to arise ftom the (ountry 
being (foprived of thatesiqiply iii future. 
He could assure the house that tiieie w.is 
no joking with the L"lJy. C)u inemy had 
aimed two hlows.ai'auut us, in deptivmg 
.VIS of the inaikets for proem ing siip|ilus 
^f grain, and oi a niaiketjor our sug<trs. 
Je should take a future opportunity ot de- 
It ering his sentiments at length upon the 
sulVct. 

]VV. W. Sinilfi St^id, he had sat upon the 
coniqiittee fur tw'o iiioiitlis, and could not 
hclpy‘\uressmg his surprise tliat the noble 
lord ftad brought forward such a measure. 
But liaquestionably, this was not a measure 
of th^' committee which was instituted for 
the peirpose of proposing n liof to the West 
liidiaji planters, as they indeed seemed to 
be lep. entirely out of the question. lILs 
ubJe(>ion to the measure was, that, as to 
the West Indies, it was futile, and as to 
ty it was woise than nothing. Our 
tation of corn had been hitherto 
ban 700,000 quarters, but he argued 
o scarcity was to be apprehcimcd. 
ould like to know what cliect this 
ure was likely to have beford the 
harvest. It was only telling the dis- 
rs tliat they must stop distilling from 
^am upon the 1st of July, the very time 
about which they would have done so, 
without any restraint whatever. The con¬ 
sequence of this measure would be, to pro¬ 
duce ^arcity instead of preventing,it, as 
the distillers would uw more grain between 
this time and the lU of July, than they 
otherwise would have done. 

After a short reply from lord Binning, 
>the house divided. 

Ayes - -- -- -- -- - a^j23 
Noes 108 

Mtyority for going into aComnittee —14>. 

'£'hc house then went into a committee, 
profortna, and the chairman obtained leave 
to sitagam«~-Adjoamed at four oit 



Friday morning. 
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HOUSJ^ OF . 

I Fruky, May 20 . 

[ScoTci, Teinos.] The house proceeded 
to give judgment iu tlie j&ppeal, the earl 
of’ Wcmysa v. JMacqueeti. This case was 
oi' great importance to tile clergy of Scot¬ 
land, as it mvoWed a question, Whether 
the Stipend of a minister, having been 
once augmented since the yea»l707, can 
legq^ly receive a second augmentation. 
I'lie C'ourt of Session had decided in the 
aihrmatise. * 

The Earl of Jjuuderdale* rose and spoke 
ils follows :—My Lords; This is a case 
winch comes belbrc your lordships’ house 
by appeal from tl»c Court ol‘ Session : tiie 
appellant is tlic earl ot Weinyss, who ap¬ 
pears in tlicscluiracter of an heritor of the 
jiansh of Prcstonkitk, tlijiu&h in rtiality he 
repiesrnis the landed interest of Scotland* 
for 111 the cou(s(> of the argument this has 
bei ti stated from tiie bar to be their cause/ 
—The Respondent is the Rev. Mr. M?-:- 
quceii, the miffister of that parish, a ho 
avowedly maintains what in the plealings 
before you has been held forth a/ the 
cause of the church of Scotland.—((a the 
facts which ha\e given rise to thk case 
there is no dispute ; both parties arc 
agreed, that the stipend liad beer first 
modified and augmented in the year ^078, 
and tint a second augmentation liai'; been 
graiitid m the year 17P3.—It is',j:inder 
these circumstances, that (he clertVinan 
of this parish, in the month of Nov. 'h.SOt}, 
raised a process for a further augmcn/^ilion. 
Soon after the cause came into co^rt, it 
appears, that the appellant in thi i case 
gave notice, that he was dctermii'ed to 
dispute the ronipetcney of the court iiiider 
the a<‘t of parliament from w hich it* de¬ 
rived its authority, to grant augmentations 
in cases which had been previously aug¬ 
mented and modified: and it seems '.‘'i 
flave been agreed on botli sides to considef^ 
this purely as a question on the powers of 
the court, without relation to any of the 
circumstances that might ultimately regu- j 
late the decision oy tl\e particular case, 
j^ccordrngly, it was so argued on the 9th 
of Dec. 1807, when the parties were or¬ 
dered by the Court to give in memorials. 
<4n advising these memorials, Jhe court 
prouduheed an interlocutor to the follow¬ 
ing eftect: “ The lords commissioners hav¬ 
ing heard counsel for the parlies, and ad- 
vis^'the memorials, find that this ($ourt 

"■■■“ ■—'— ^. . ' - ' . ..I. 

* Ffora tllb original edition, printed for 
J.Ridg^ajr.Piocidilly. ISOs/ 


l^Aving ^en established ^ in thttt. 
year 1707, as a [lermanent conA '"of com- 
mission, in place of the former iemporafy 



it is thd duty of the court, and within ita 

f lowers, as recognized by the house of 
ords, in two decided cases in the years 
1781- and 1789, and by the uniform prac¬ 
tice of the Court acquiesced ill by all par¬ 
ties, in a great t ariety of instances, ever 
since the last-mentioned period, to receive 
such appli^Mtioiis, when made in the regtt- 
.fiir forms, and determine upon them ac¬ 
cording to the state of matters at the time, 
. 111(1 the merits of each particular case, 
notwithstanding a former augmentation 
.since. the institution of the court \ aiM 
therefore ^at the apresent case oiust bo 
allowed to proceed as usual.”—It is the 
justice and propriety of this interlocutor 
on which your Idps are now called to pro¬ 
nounce judgment ; and those of your lord¬ 
ships who hifve attended the caui^e must ba 
fully scnusible that you have had on this 
occasion twery advantage which could bo 
derived from the learning and ingenuity 
of the bar : the pleadings on bom sides 
have been conducted in u maimer tlhat 
must have convinced you that the lab^r 
bci.towed ill piepariiig, and the 
playcd in eiifoicing the arguments, le^ 
iiotiiiiig mpre to be said on this imporCaiit 
question.—ii% the pleadings of the counsel, 
the subject hsii,' ’^<^n considered in two 
points of view ; Virs’t,i^'hat are the pow- 
crs_ given by the act Itw, to the court of 
soitsion, acting as coinniissioitbrs for plan¬ 
tation of kirks and valuatSiu of tein(!^s. 
Secondly, how far your Idps* house, by 
your decisions, and the court below, by,ito 
practice, has not precluded you from iiow 
considering the jurisdiction the lai^ gave, 
and established the proposition that the 
court of session, acting as commissioners 
ofteinds, have a power vested in them to 
augniont at their discretion the livings of 
the clergy, till the whole tithe is appro¬ 
priated t(J'i'»jjj church. The court of s$i^- 
siun wos'first authorized to judge on the 
Subject of augment.'tion of ministers* 
pends, and other mati''^ relative to tUtte, 
by the 9th ac^of queen 1707* IWa 

the orflyhct of the iegisla^re irom’whfm 
that court tierives any povaer wbatevi^ ^ 
this subject ;«and the quesran concerbiA'g 
ils jurisdiction, if now opemto discui^^, 
must defend upon a fait com^detion o|r^p 
provisions of this act. The^t, - . - » 
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do«8 tiot in terms enact ihe powers which 
it confers, %ut refers for an accurate de- 


aCriptiun and deilmtion of them to the J under 300 meras conferred ont them by 


loth act pf parliament 1633, the 23d and 
i6th acts of the parliament 16.90, and the 
24^ apt of the parliament 16y3^—^The 
^estion concerning the powers *of the 
court as defined by these acts, has been 
^obsidered at the liar m two different points 
of Yiew.-<-Firs.t, it has been contended by 
the appellant, that after a church was 
,opce modified and augmented, provided 
the .stipend assigned was not below the 
minimum as fixed by law, the court could 
not re-augment, without encroaching on' 
the sacred rights of property. On the 
odier band, by the respondent, it has been 
argued, that the clergy, from' the refor¬ 
mation downwards, never gave up ’their 
claim to an adequate maintenai,oe out of 
Uie tithe, and that the court, without any 
invasion of the right of property, had a 
right to assign such Inaintenance, and 
occasionally to augment it, as the circum- 
Stancesof tfie times authorized.—Secondly, 
U has been stated on the part of the appcl- 
Ifmt, that the act 1707, and the acts it 
referred to, in their enactments, only meant 
tt> confer the right of granting one aug¬ 
mentation of stipend, which was to endure 
^ P*;r,BPAv ^V» and that many concomitant 
citigon^uces clearly pointed out this to 
be the true construction of the law. On the 
other hand, this construction h^Jboeii con¬ 
tested by the respondent, arguments 
have been broughtp^iem other acts of 
parliament to indu|(£y^t Idps to conclude, 
that the act ^1635, on whicn this question 
muinly relies, never intended to circum¬ 
scribe the powers of the commission it ap¬ 
pointed to the granting of a single aug¬ 
mentation, but that it clearly conferred 
the right of reviewing its own decisionsk 
i^In Uic conduct of the argument, much 


rrJ 



andi^he circumstadica that tUe parochitd 
clergy had only the benefices<9 of vsdup 


the legislature, have been urged as prov¬ 
ing, that, after the reformation, the alvine 
right to tithe had been abandoned.—As 
luring on the present case) all these con¬ 
siderations appear immaterial: whatever 
might be tire rights of the parochial clergy, 
it IS perfectly clear, that, antecedent to 
the year JO 17, they had been reduced to 
extreme poverty. For in that year an act 
of parliament passed, which describes 
the state of the church in terras not enui- 
Txvocal; the preamble states ; ‘ Considcr- 
' iwg that there be divors kirkes within 
' this kingdomc not planted with miius- 
' ters, wherethrough ignorance and athe- 
* ism abounds amongst the people; and 
'i4hat many of those that are planted, have 
' po sufficient provision or maintenance ap- 
'Vointed to them, whet eby the ministry are 
' io^ept in poverty and contempt.’ Though 
this |ct of parliament is not referred to in 
the aV; 1707, out of which this question 
arisesl it has been dwelt upon in ai gument 
by bom parties, as being the first act ap¬ 
pointing a commission, intrasted with the 
charg<> of providing for the parochial 
clergy out of the tithes of the church — 
In tiicjpresent case, for the better imdcr- 
standiqg of the act 1633, it appears to 
only nece3.sary to state, that it provided 
that 3i»0 merks of money, or fire ch.tiders 
of vicVual, should be the minimum ; that 
1000 hnerks of money, or 10 chalders of 
viclusi, should be the maximum, given 
stipeiu to the clergy ; and that alter such 
a prowsion w'as made, the bolder of the 
tithcsshould be quieted in his possession 
for e^er.—It i.s proper also to remind your 
Idps,that another commission was appointed 
iii^e year 1621, similar in principle and 
^^ct to fliat established in the year 1617.— 
at is material also, here to observe. What 
indeed was admitted at the bar, that the 
stipends given to the clergy, under the 
provibioiis of these acts, were to be paid 
either out of the tbheahcld by the bishops, 
or the tithes held by titulars ; for the par¬ 
sonage tithes were already the property of 
the church; and the lands held ' cum deci- 
mi*» inclusis’ never were subjected apy 
provision for the uiaintenaiice^ of the cler- 
, ^f that to tithe for' whit h* ihc'j gy.—^Tliat such were the cipcumstapf^es 

*•'.® —'- ’ ' ''' - ' wlipii the general arrangemept of Charles I, 

concH'tning the benefices of t^e, 
wd the situation of the tjffie 
into execution by the acts'of, Writamcpti 
which passed in !633, ih s^ffiitteo ny 


ill, were uni 
le condition of 
had been relied 


a third of all beifefices to the churiSli, and 
the circumstances that the varinus gi*ants 

of tithes to tile lords of ere ‘ -' 

l^rmly burdened wVh 
maintaining the cleaffj 
htf as proolh tbatsine* clergy, at no time, 
O^en alter the jji^ormation,^ wer^ depriv-. 
that rigtt to tithe for'winch the’ 
u^h bgs uui&rmly contended. On the 
ef band, itt has been saW, that this 
^oped by the motestant 
pkUthofity of John Knox has 
citedir The power of the titulars. 


ra}i!!i^ was 

mar,- 



parties at your bar. 49^ ^ tlyi? case ap¬ 
pears to n» very muchtdde^ijend uporatiw 
true and souno interpretation 'of one of 
these acts, viz. chap. 19, it is necessary 
shortly to allude to the public 
the subject of tithe at the tin^e in wjnch 
itivas passed.—King Charles 1, soon after 
'Coming to the’throne, evidently appears 
to have wished that some gener^ arrange¬ 
ment should be made on this subject. It 
secftis to have been his intention, if pos¬ 
sible, to settle the disputes existing about 
tithes, in a manner advantageous to all 
parties ; submissions were entered into in 
the most formal manner, and the result of 
the award, carried into execution by ^he* 
acts pa.sscd in l833, was an arrangement 
apparently benefielal to all who were con- 
ccincd.—-jftic crown got a right of pur¬ 
chasing the superiority from the titular, 
at the rate of ten years purchase, and ah 
annuity of six'per cent, out of the tithe.— 
The titular was quieted in the possession 
<if Ills [,ropert^/which had been disputed 
by the crown.—^The landholder got ^ id of 
the grievance of drawing the tithe in kind, 
his nthe was to be valued, and he only 
to be asse&sed in perpetuity in a iih;li part 
of the then value of the lands; ^ic ob¬ 
tained, also, a right, if he chose it, .o pur¬ 
chase his tithe so valued, at the rite of 
nine years purchase.—^'flie clergy v erfi on 
their part benefited by the minimum be¬ 
ing advanced from 500 to 800 mer' ji, and 
the commission appointed were no ,longer 
lestrained in relation to the maxin.uni of 
vrhat was to be given as a proper stipend 
lor the minister.—In consiciering t’le act 
of parliament which passed in the year 
1633, the words of the act, as w'ell as the 
history of the times, have been relied upon 
as proving, that it meant to enact, and did 
actually enact, a final settlement of all 
claims concerning the tithes; and th \re 
can be little doubt, that words stronger 
more appiopriate to produce this impres¬ 
sion could hardly have been selected.— 
Tbo preamble recites what had been the 
king's object from the commencement of* 
his reig.n, and describes the enactments to 
be,' for the finishing and full perfection 
V of the glorious work anent the teind.s and 
^ maintenance of ministers’—^an accurate 
deK)*iptiop of the law, if it wa3 meant tp 
settle once for all the sta^e in which the 
pairties permanently to stand; but a 
Very, false representation of it, if it meant 
onty to^rovide for t^e sale to the land- 
)iofdd!‘ onbnt, which it was to be und,er- 
^Iwgy had a right fo 


valued, and gives 'to the 
p’owcr, after the valuation, w a^omt 4 
constant local stipend for miniiltters) 
term constant has been dwelt uporf baffle 
respondent in this cause: much ronaitw 
has been placed on the circumstance, tH# 
perpetual is dropt, which was used in itm 
former acts, and that the word constant 
here resorted to ! between these d disttnc- 
tiou has been made; perpetual is said w 
be properly ased in relation to time ; co&s 
stant, as applicable to regular paymen^ 
< 2)01 it is impossible to conceive that there 

is any real distinclien betwixt the meani^ 
of these words, as used by the legislatuttj 
and if the act itself is examined, W id clW 
that the word constant was not ufed wf 
the purpose of securing the regular p^,- 
meiit of me stipend, as that is afterwatw 
especially provided for in a subsequcig 
clause of the act, when the commissiUlieW 
are directed to ‘ set down the security 

* favour pf the ministers, so far as concei^ 

* the maintenance assigned to them, ftir 
‘ ffood, thankful, and timeous payment of 
‘ the rate of teind.’— The price for whidl 
the tithe was to be sold by the titular to 



.by Mr. Lrskn 

‘ tiiat the tit^l:^wcre sold at thht infedrf^ 
' price from the«ft*':ptancesof their be- 
' ing subject to futurc^ugmcntatintis. ^ 
By the appellant it has bean contondea 
that the jirice was adequate, that the ift- 
tcrest of money was at that period at ten 
per cent, which was evidently the case ai 
appears from the act 1633 providing th^ 
Ihe lender of money should recem only 
eight per cent, and that the remaiidng^vo 
should go to the crown : the authority^ 
Mr. Laing has also been reKed»on J 
history ha* been quote^ In opposition 
Mr. Er^kine, and the parties have can^ 
sed whethc" a lawyer or an historiap 
best authority for the 
Merest in remote times. It is to be 
served, however, iHt the inter^ g 
tftoney is stmed to hale been ?t 
cent, ut *hy pel iod, by t\c 


cent.ut*htf peiioo, oyvw 
selves, in.the answer diTwn 
committee cd the general to 

third and fourth reUsolls of dissent 
year II 50 .—Ipdepenafetit J^ihraO, 

^er, |here we various 

I 
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which make me incUne to the opinion 
that nine 'years purchase was deemed an 
adequate aiid full price for the tithe.—^The 
"superiorities sold to the crown under the 
same acts of parliament* were valued at 
ten years purchase, whielij like the tithe, 
conveyed an utiiinpiovable annuity, with 
the sole distinction, that the feudal service, 
certainly worth one year’s purchase, went 
along with it.—This alone is strong <‘vi- 
dciicc, that nine years purchase nas, at 
that period ojl' time, dc cmet^ a fair [inec 
for a quit-rent; ami on the authority ol 
the king’s (lei laratioii, it appears that tlijs 
the light in whiclx it vsaMonsidered.— 
Blit it is not only upon the words and pro¬ 
visions of the act I03‘5, and upon the con- 
tenqioraneuiis exposition of it, derived 
from such authority, that I am disposed to 
ground the opinion, tlist that a<j|t.'mcant to 
give to the landholder a right to his lithe, 
unburdened with any obligation for in¬ 
creased allowance to the clcrgymaii.— 
Circumstances at no veiy remote period 
from the jiassiiigof the act, as*well as sub- 
set|uenl rn.iciments of the legislature, aji- 
pear to me to prove, that this Was under¬ 
stood to he the veal meaning of the act, 
beyond a possiliility of doubt.—As tbe 
cominis.siojn constituted diiderthe act 1()33, 
was to endu re during his majesty’s plca- 
sqjPlflimJe year J 030-7, a selection of 
persons from the iiohiliiy and clergy were 
appointed by his majesty to iji*»rt nhe- 
,tner this coiiunissioii shouliji^c allowed to 
cflQtinuc, or n In tin iJ^*T^~ then fit to put 
an end to it.—^Xj^^eport having been 
iramed by the ecclesiastics, was agreed to, 
with some ejccoplions, by the lay lords : 
in the narrative it recites, * that the clergy 

* had from tlie first objected, that the tithes 

* beiiigtlie proper patrimony of the church, 

* and j:eserved particularly in the Act of 

* annexation, should be heretably disponed 

* and sold to the heritor.’ Now it is im¬ 
possibly to'conccive that the clergy should 
have this feeling if the tithes subsequent 

' to sale, had bceif. as the respond eiW con¬ 
tends, equally liable to future augmenta¬ 
tions as before the sjile.—HKe act 163.3 
must have made on their minds a very 
diBbreut impression u^-they knew that both 
by the act 1617, ami the act 1621, in cy¬ 
press terras the^he was diir-har^ed from 
all further clams, after pa^lnent of thej 
sank modified f they knew tfiat the act 
,ltl3S bad raised the minimufti from 500 to 
SQOmierks. ttet it had left the maximum 
indefinite; jpid if they had thougnt, as the 
'Mi^(»iden^ontends, that the law was 


altered to 'such an extent, as to reserve to 
tbe'churcharight to come baf;k for re- 
augmentation as often as they thought fit, 
how is it possible that they should have 
felt themselves aggrieved or coneerned, 
whether the tithe svent to the iaiiilholdcr, 
or remained with the titiihw ? Tliey might 
as well have opposed the sale of a titular s 
right, ‘is the sale fioin the titular to the 
landholder, if this had been deemed tq he 
the sound interprt'tation ot the law at that 
time.—^liut this is nbt nil: in no part of 
this report is it slated as a ground lor 
keeping ujHthis eominission, that the eir- 
eumsijmees of the timc'* might authorisie 
tlniJ clerav to come haeki on the contrary, 
it is said, that many of them not having got 
the .staiiitiible allo.i.mee, and otl-ers, though 
their stipends weje modified, not having 
(^litaiiud decrees of locality, it is ludgeil 
most necessary, that the coirimission should 
't be kept uptill ihework itv/s endrd-,” elcar- 
lyumplyiiig, that the clergy and nobility, 
ill making this report in*'file, year 1637, 
still\onc»ived tlial the objeet was the 
samelis rceiterl in the preamble of the .act 
163.3.1— Strong evidence of this being tln‘ 
sound coiislruelion ot the act 16.33, is also 
to be jiiuiid ill the act of parliamcnl which 
passed Nov. 1.3, 161-1 : thi.s art, though 
nor referred to by the act 1707, and in 
truth not in e.\istence, being re«cinflid 
after die restoration, may be referred to 
as explaining the sense parliament entcr- 
taineJ at the time of tlic art 10.33 : and 
any iPiustration derived from it is the more 
forcible, because the power the presbyte- 
rian clergy then posso'ssed, ensured that 
the interpretation the most confurinalilo to 
their interests of which it was misi eptible 
would be inipo.sed upon it.—Yet thik act 
does not empower the commission it ap¬ 
points, to take into consideration, general¬ 
ly, what sum it was fit to grant to the 
clergyman out of the tithes whir'h had 
been sold. Indeed it specially bars the 
possibility of augmentations being grant¬ 
ed on Viis principle, because it confines 
the attention of thjB commissioners to 
those cases, ‘ who got not the benefit of 
r the former commission, and have, not the 

* full quantity of eight chalders of victual, 
‘ or 800 iperki, according to the tenour qt‘ 

• (he Acts of Parliament made In'anno 
‘ 1633.’—-The only other cases submitted 
to the cognissance of this commission, 
whrt-e previous augmentations had 
place, were those where there fisted 
proofs of agreement betwixt thctinmister 
and bis heritors, or wher^the parish mr- 



PAB£; BB&lim May 

nister had been defrauded by the-'interfe* 
rence of tfie prelates.—^The act 1641 %r- 
ther shtiw.«i, that the landholder was deem* 
cd to have acquired a real right to that 
which he had purchased, by cautiously 
avoiding, under any circumstances, sub¬ 
jecting his property to further demands.— 
Put it is not the phraseology of the act 
]6'i.3; it is not the full knowlc^lge of the 
Icing’s intention and of the tenour of his 
decreets arbitral j it is not his majesty's 
declaration of his senSo of what had been 
done ; it is not the clear coincidence in 
opinion of the clergy themselves in tlieir 
rc|>ort in the year 1636; nor even the 
commentary allijrded by the rescin|^:d' 
act 1641, upon which I rely in giving a 
decided opinion on the meaning of the act 
J633. 'I'he reports of the decisions of the 
commission appointed under this rcscinde|J 
■act, support tins interpretation of the -act of 
parliament in the strongest manner. In 
the acts ami practicks of the commission 
1642, there arfc three decisions reported up¬ 
on very dilfereiit points, but none.of which 
can in common sense, be reconci''t J to 
any other view of the law, than that which 
I have given to your Idps—^Theacts 163.3 
and HHl, it tvill be recollected, ordered 
the commissioners to set .aside, after the va¬ 
luation of the tithe, a constant local stipend 
for the clergyman, and then gave to the 
landholder the right of purchasing the re¬ 
mainder at nine yeatrs purchase. It ap¬ 
pears that there came before the commis- 
sron a case, wherein it was disputed, whe¬ 
ther the landholder could purchase his 
tithe bclbre the minister got a stipend ; 
and it was decided, (carl of Haddington 
against Ueartbrd) that the heritor may'buy 
his teinds, although the kirk he not pro¬ 
vided, if he be content to undergo the pro¬ 
portionable part of the nugmenlation, 
when it shall be granted, notwithstanding 
the right he had acquired by purchase,*] 
clearly .shewing, that in this case the 
landholder was to be subjected to an obli¬ 
gation after purciiase, to pay the gugmen-, 
tation; an obligation, which it is never 
alleged, existed in any conveyance from 
the titular to the landholder ot tithe, sub¬ 
sequent to an augmentation having been 
granted.—^There is another decision of 
tJiR same day, in the case of Erskinc 
against Kcr, and the minister of Lecropt; 
it is thcre«found, that the titular is not ob¬ 
liged to augment the minister’s stipend if 
H wa^ dfl^mented by the last commission, 
by agrepnxfnt betwixt the titular and the 
minister, provided it proceeded by way 


of reference from the fenb coniirdfefeQ^;, 
to any of their number to sofacAioa'the, 
agreement with the parties: noW; jt-'W 
clear that nothing can bear more 
on the point than this decision. Irv 
it shews that the commission under th* 
act Id-il could not in their opinion 
augment a living, even suppostug.it wit# 
firoved' that collusion had taken puico 
tween the parties, providetl the commia<- 
sioners acting under the former commissiotl 
liatl siinctioned the I’csult of that collusAftO 
agreement: * how much more sriongljf^ 
therefore, must they have felt litemsclv^li 
obliged to reject a claim where a decisiogr 
had been } ronounced by the coitlistiss 
.sion after duo and full cximiinario/toftho 
case ?—Tlicre is also a report of a decisioti 
ofEdb. 22, 1643, which goes to conlinA 
the .san>«%interpr»4atioii: in the case'.-o^ 
Forgandenny it it found, ‘ that the kirk# 

‘ provided by the former commisHion;. ,j.tf 
‘ they bo bishop’.s kirks, and provided 
‘ within 800 merks, or eight chalders <jf' 

' victiKil, thift by the act of parlianiciu they 
‘ tia^e power to provide them further'-** 
clearly shewing Uiat the sense of th* 
court was, that no ■addition could be made 
to the stipend of a kirk, if it were not 4 
bishop’s kirk, and if it had not less than 
800 merks, or otherwise fell under some 
one or other of the exceptionsbV 
jfJH.—That the legislature meant,, 
the act V(i33, to give to the landh«ldcir;» 
clear right,'.!< the rate of nine years puits^ 
cha«e, to the liiii-jmssessiow of tl« tithe 
conveyed after a iirO'Slgiou given <foK the 
clergyman, to be enjoyM by him in the 
.sanic manner as if his propefty had t^en 
held ‘ cum decimis intiusis,’ does not even 
rest upon all this, body of tividence, which 
I have taken the liberty to detail: a strong 
porroboration is derived from the^act" of 
the year 1690, chap, xxiii. This act con-' 
vcys to the patron of the parish all,.ti^ 
parsonage tithes not hcrctably disponeds 
w'hich it subjects generally, not oidy-in 
past Uit future augmentation of stipend-:* 
it obliges the patron, as the act 1633 had 
obliged the titular, to sell the parsonage' 
tithes thSis acquired to the landholder 
but they were to be conveyed under^^lb 
ojiligation on which tlc.'^y were held-; 
subject to fiiture augn,'^»taiiousj ', Hid 
they Le^n/^nveyed, rcicast'd. feoin ill 
such burden, the fair price must hfUtt.Tl^^, 
exceeded niise years purchase ps feclrd1i4.. 
1633. The interest of .mqnev bad bimpt: 
reducetf by an act of the ’^gislatwsti<i( 
six per cent, in 1661. it,wasircdu« 9 dvl»' 
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queen Anne’s lime to five. The value of mented: ind^, the words of that act re¬ 
ft ^oit-rerC in the year 1690, therefore, citd, and specially regard the (j)rovi8ions 


must have greatly exceeded nme years 
purchase, but in consideration that those 
tithes were to be subjected to future aug- 
ihentations, the act fixes their value at six 
years purcl^sc, which ou pnnciptc*, as the 
pliuicet rate of intcresi of money was 
^en at five, and in I6‘j3, at ten, must 
ttaVe induced tin' Icgislalure in 1633, if 
the tithe h.id been to have been conveyed 
to the landholder subject to the same bur¬ 
den, to have fixed the value &r three years 
purcliase instead of nine.—In opposition 
■to all tlii.s body of evidence, tending 
explain the real meaning of the Act 1633, 
Consulting my note>, I can only find 
two circumstances whi< h have been urged 
by the Respondents that appi'ar to jne to 
bear upon the questu>n.—Fii^S it has 
been said, that the act 1633 could not 
have been under»tood as an ultimate set¬ 
tlement of the stipend of the rleigy, be¬ 
cause, by the act loti, a power is given 
to grant a further augniciitatrtm ; and the 
ground upon which this proposition was 
aobmivted to your Idps, is, that in the 
year 1633 there were general povvcis 
given to the commissioners to go below 
Hie minimum, and that in this act they are 
onl y erojpov vered to go bchm tin niiniinjin 
■ ia^e crat cases, which was a piovision 
more favourable for the clergy. I'o this 
circumstance, however, I c.^give no 
weight; nothing has beem^ought to 
•hew, that this is not jj„if(elf a .specifica¬ 
tion of those ver^^es, and of the whole 
of them, with re^d to which the excep¬ 
tion had been made in general terms in 
the year J 63S : on the contrary, from the 
respect paid to the act 1633, by the whole 
tenour of the act 16 + 1 , the presumption 
arises that it was only a specific enume¬ 
ration of the cases understood to be gc- 

aeraJly ^luded to in the act 1633_Se- 

coadlyj it is said, that the rescinded act 
Ifi+P IS*also more favourable to the clergy 
* thmi the act 1633; and this observation i.s 


of the act 1633, as a conclusive settlement. 
To these objections, therefore, 1 can at¬ 
tach no importance.—have now stated 
the grounds on which I have formed a de¬ 
cided opinion, that the act 1633 gave to 
the landholder a clear right to his tithes, 
after a duqprov ision to the clergyman be¬ 
ing once modified, unburdened with any 
future obligation to provide incrcased'sti- 
pends; and I have iuvaiii looked for any 
enactment in the acts of the 23U and 30th of 
the year 1090, and the 2 Uh of the year 1693, 
the other acts referit'd to the act 1707, 
wljich interfere with or invalidate the right 
so confer! cd —With re^rd to the second 
question, how t.u ihe act 1633,,pr the other 
acts of parliament lofcrred to in the act 
1707, bars the clergy from obtaining more 
than one augmentation, provided that aug¬ 
mentation bad not been obtained by rollu- 
sion, or IS not below the minimum; it Ls 
to be observed that if tha. proposition I 
have eniieavoured to cstabli<>li, viz. that the 
act 1U33, m so far as ielates to tithes be¬ 
longing to the titular, and to tythes be¬ 
longing to the bishop, gave a complete 
right to what remained, aft* r the stipend 
was once modified, is wrll-founded, it 
flows as a corollary that no subsequent 
augmentation could be granted.—In rela¬ 
tion to the parsonage tythe, sold under the 
ait 169Q, 1 own that is the subject on 
which, from the discussion at the bar, I 
think your Idps have re< eived the least 
satisfactory information: in this case, 
however, you are relieved from all consi¬ 
deration of the tythe thus circumstanced, 
as it is agreed by both parties that the 
tythe out of which this augmentation is 
claimed is tythe conveyed from the titular, 
in consequence of a purchase by the land¬ 
holder, from whom the appellant derives 
bis title.—^There is still one observation of 
some importance that arises out of the act 
1707, from the use there made of the 
phrase, “to grant augmentations,”—a term 


I^Munded on the cvcamstance, that in the ] seemingly copied from the act 1690, and 
ftct 16^33* where victi^al cannot be given which U not to be fo'und in the act 1^633. 
to tbe clergyman, the conversioh is set- It is the more necessary to take this into 
'tiod.at 4ibe i»tft>of iOO merks for a cbaldi^ consideration, as it appears that tfie chief 
victual, whereauixy the act 1649, it v^as argument on,which the justice clerk, ,ai^ 
4pUled at a ao^^^ietween ^00 merks and some of tbe other jpdges, rest tbejr opi- 
Pwds ; if, however, lihi^aCt is con- nion, is derived from the vae qf tnjs 
ftiflm, it .will be seen Uiat it iil noway re- phrase. To understand the iihport pf it in 
IjMfts to eburobes which hadantecedeotly the emrious pets of parliament jp 
'ihffaitl^^,augmentmion.uiider any for* w used, it is necessary to to 
mpr j and that it allahes almie circumstances of the tgnes 

^ ehttirpM-ifhtch .had .not been ang- phrase vraafiratintroduced. Iti3fliiiit,fjQijic 
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fbnnd in thtf rescinded act 1641, anc^ I#p- 
pichcnd that the meahing which your 
Idps must annex to it, is appaientwhen 
you recollect the legislative arrangements 
loi the uiaintcnanco of the clergy at the 
time this act passed—^Tbe commission 
lG17 and 1621* had proceeded to modify 
stipends under enactments that made 500 
roeiks the minimum that was (b be allot¬ 
ted* to ckigymen for their sustenance 
The (oininission 1633, had acted under nn 
act of puliamcnt which directed that SOO 
nierks should be tbc lowest if thei cfore 
the woids of the act 1641 had authoiized 
the commission only to appoint constant 
local stipends, without the addition of Ac 
words, " and giant augmentations,*' it 
would have piccludtd that commission 
fiom taking undii consideration the case 
ol those mmistciswho hid obtained 500 
inciks under the commission 1017 and 
1021 , and who had now a right to ie<]uiiL 
that then stipends should be increased to 
800 iiitrks, the stipulitfd minimum, under 
the futmal igieemcnt sanctioned by the 
act 1633—The act 1611, yom Idp will 
recollect, was done away at the lestoia- 
tion , and the act 1601, which was passed 
at that time, contains the same poweis to 
giant augmentations, obviously f>r the 
purpose ot including the case of cleigy- 
nitii, VI hose stipends had bren modified 
under the acts 1617 and 1621 —Sue hare 
the grounds on which 1 cannot help form¬ 
ing a decided opinion, that the act 1707 
gave to the court of session powers to pio- 
Vidt an ideqiiatc stipend, and to augment 
tin livings ol those who were piovtded 
with stipends undei SOO niciks, by the 
commissions 1617 and 1021, or to giant 
augmentations in parishes, whei c by col¬ 
lusion the stipends had been lived at a sum 
unde r the minimum; but no power 
whafevci to review the decisions of foimei 
commissions, 01 their own decisions, whcic 
a stipend above the minimum had been 
piovided —On tbc subject ol the practice 
of the couit subsequent to the unicfti, there 
ha& been pioduccd no diiect evidence, to 
shew that the dourt foi a length of time 
did not prdeted oh the idea, that this was 
Ime nature Of the powei they rnjoyed 
Oh the cuiitiary, there is stiongicason to 
believe that this was the view of the law 
ilndci which they acted —President Ciai- 
Ke*s eVfdcfltfe Ceilainly tends to establish 
Ah bj^io^i: he was evamined befurc*the 
ffi^so •frohpnotis ih the yen 1751, and 
there is ih bis evidence the following re- 
^htkaDle passage;—•'And being further ex- 


2cr, 

ammed, he was asked, wheiher, shtre 
union, the hcritois m augtncnfatiou sini| 
has e hot been frequently under difhcuU 
tics m pros ing their detenecs; that 
teinds hav c bei n before valued, or 
stipends before mod]hed,by reasohs 
the lecords ol the commissioners alt 
Tcinds, antecedent to the reign of 
diaries 2, were lost by shipwieck, andl 
those horn that tune to 1702, weic con« 
suuied by fnc’ He answered, "That 
they had,’—aclearly implying, that m hk 
opinion a proof that stipends had been be-» 
fun modified itndci any commissions, was 
a defence fioin an auginciilation claimaijt 
fiom the cuuitof sc^siuh, acting under tha 
act 1707 —To the same puiport is the evi-? 
dence ot Mi Chalmer, fathci of an emi<t 
nent 'lolicitoi who piactiscs at your Idps 
bar, who^eems to*have possessed all the 
accuiacyand assiduity that distinguishes 
his sun he s vy s, < 'Fhat ho had examined 
the recoids e>f all the decreets of the 
cuuit ot s^sion, since the union to the 
yeir 1738, relating to the augmentation 
of ministers’ stipends, and that he does 
nut know any instance, or find any one 
upon le cord, whei cm the court ot ses¬ 
sion hav e aiigiqeiitcd anv living within 
that pe 1 lod w inch had before obtained a 
dceieet of raodifu ation ’—7'k/»sc ^ex- 
pressions, it is ippaient, aie perfectly ge¬ 
neral, qmlying to a decrect of modifica¬ 
tion und» any foimci commission, an({ 
not eunfiniiig'' *^tmstlvcs to an augmenta¬ 
tion granted by tftc couit e»f sc'.sions^ce 
the union.—^The same ti me is asserted 

in the petition of the hnelholdcrs to tho 
house of commons, which ts'signed by 
picsielcnt DuiuHs, and some othei eminent 
lawyci s —Indeed, 1 may on this subject re¬ 
ly on tlie authouty ot the cleigy them¬ 
selves, foi in the answci to the third and 
fourth icasuns of dissent of the landholelersi, 
dnwn up by the committee of the geijc- 
lal assembly 1740, theieis to be fc«md tb^ 
following passage, which strongly marks ft* 
comciefcnce ot Opinion dn their part 
' One thing, how ev er, we cannot oinit 0 
‘ observq, that though by several acts of 
Si parliament, the clergy nave ncht to ail. 

‘ augmentation, tbc lords have held >t ft| , 
' a rule, to augment nt, stipend modibra 
' and Jogalhid since the union althoq^ 

‘ many catps occui iii which such aijg- 
* mentatibn ought to have been granteou^ 
—It IS to be *00861 ved, that fhe meaning 
of this passage must depend fnfifely m 
the punctuation. It may m^rt that ,mi| 
lords have since the mllohheld it as ft’hue 
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tQ>«ncnientno stipend, antecedently dio> 
(l%ed and bcallea; or that the lords hare 
held it a rule to augcoent no stipend, where 
%he decreet of modihcation has passed 
4 iace the union; but the* history of the 
times, as admitted by the respondents in 
this case, clearly shews that it mi£>t have 
the former meaning. It is iierc stated, 
fhnt many cases occur in which such aug- 
inentations ought to have been granted, 
which is jierlcctly consistent with the 
•foriner interpretation of the .sentence, but 
.quite incuusisteut with the latter; as the 
^fespoiidents admit that there was no case in 
which two augiiienlations of the same 
Hving had been granted since itie union, 
previous to the yeai- n+O, except the case 
(of Kettle in the year 1742, and tile word 
many’ never could have been applied to 
the single case of Kettle; vvl>ich case 
•turns out, on examination, to have been 
erroneously referred to, as it was a decreet 
of locality, and not a second augmenta¬ 
tion that was given in the year 17+2. Thus 
the clergy thcmselvts must be uudeistood 
in the year 1749, tu liave sanctioned the 
.interpretation of the law here •contended 

.for_It certainly, however, appears to me, 

that even at this period there was some 
loose idea of a rule twisting, that the court 
,tQf teinds might grant one augmentation 
ip vfferypalish, and that they then cou- 
.sidered tbeinsehes as functi oiheio with 
.regard to that parish. But a^ihatlime 
'this rule was first acted uppr^liow or by 
T^hat authority it was intromiccd, has been 
explained by neither party at the bar.— 
,pi| the nature bf the rule, the parties 
,aeeni to nl^ to be by no means agreed, 
.^be one side contends, that it was a 
•rule of court, that only one augnien- 
.tation should be given; the other con- 
J^ud8,fthat it was a rule of court, that 
jgbey would only grant one augment- 
.^on. If, however, 1 am right in stating 
.t^t the court by the act 1707 had no 

£ 0 yWer to augment in any case, where there 
ad been a pievious decreet of medifica- 
(iipn, this last must have been the nature | 
uf the rule ; and indeed it is so explained 
by lord Braxfield, and lord Kskgrove, in 
,4&e notes of their speeches 1787, who oh 
‘ jWat occasion describe this rule as a stretch 
}|ppde by the < 00011 :. It vms, probably, 
ffij^ually introduced, and originated in 
fMo'^extrerae difficulty of discoVcriiig whe-^ 
a parish had beep modified under the 
^.MlfiippenUry commissions antecedent to 
consequence of thb loss of 
jubf^records by shipwreck, in the 


time of Charles 2, and the destruction of 
the'remainder by fire in 1702. dn wliat- 
ever manner it originated, it is evident, 
that the comt in practice ultimately as¬ 
sumed to themselves the power of grant¬ 
ing in every case one augmentation ; and 
it IS equally clear that there is no instance 
on record, m w'liich two were ever granted 
till the ca^. of Kirkdcn, which came be¬ 
fore this house in 178+.—It is true, the 
respondents have relied on a list of no less 
than fifty-three cases, wherein they have 
asserted that second auginentatioiis w’cre 
granted previt>us to this Kirkdcn case: On 
examination, however, it appears that these 
arf, all either cases whicli proceeded on 
consent, (»i cases where dcciecl.s of lota- 
lities were granu'd, subsequent to decuets 
of modification; aim Tn-from allbrding evi¬ 
dence to support the pro}>osuitjn for wliieh 
they were brought forward, one of them, 
V 'u. the case of Marytown, affords evidence 
that establishes the contrarv po.sitioii; 
the interlocutor pronnuiil'e 1 in this case, 
25th b’cb' 17.7S, is to the follow'iiig efleet: 

‘ Having considered the [irepared state .uid 
* foregoing debate, in respei t of the de- 
' creet, of modification and locality, anno 
‘ 1718, find the pioccss of augmentation 
‘ not eompi'tcnt, and aitsoilzied the di fund- 
‘ ers therefrom,and dcccrn.’—Such w a.s tlie 
law, and such appears to have been Uie 
practice of the court, when in the year 
ms the minister of Kirkdcn brought }iis 
action for an augmentation belbrc the 
court of session. In this process, appear¬ 
ance was made for the heritors, who con¬ 
tended, that as the petitioner’s predccessoi 
in office had obtained a decreet of aug¬ 
mentation in the year 1716, the court had 
no right what«-N er to grant any further aug¬ 
mentation. On advising the cause, the 
court found the pursuer b.irred by the de¬ 
cree of augnicnlatioii 1716- A reclaiming 
petition was given in, and the court altcied 
its interioi iitor, declaring that * the detiee 
'of modification in 1716, after giving a 
' proper allow am c for furnishing cominu- 
‘ nion eh incuts, the stipend thereby mo- 
' thfied is within the iniuiinum, and therc- 
‘ fore find the pursuer not bari'ed from iii- 
‘ sisling for an augmentation.’—The he.- 
ritors in their turn reclaimed, and the 
lords ddblared that they again alterejd 
their interlocutor of the 3d of^March, and 
recalled the directions given to the hcr>- 
torshOii the 16th of June last, to swear ,to 
their rentals in the usual form, adhfirp 
to their interlocutor of the <)Y July 
1778.—^Against this deeiKon a petiti^.n ^ 



appeal was presented to this hoose. the 
terms uf '^bich it is highly necessary for 
your lordships to attend to:>->the powers 
of the court of session acting as a commis¬ 
sion of lidnds, are noways brought under 
your consideration: it is slated, that ' in 

* this process,,appearance was made for 

* the heritors, who contended that as the 
' petitioner’s predecessor in ohice had ob- 

* ti^ined a decreet of augmentation in the 
‘ year 1710, the petitioner was thereby 
‘ baried fiom insisting in this present pro- 

* cess in terms of a resolution, of the 

* Couit, by which it is declared that 
'where any augmentation has been ob-^ 

* tamed by decn^t of the Court, poste^or 
‘ to the year 1707, that no new augmen- 
' tation of ijie same stipend shall be grant- 

* ed. Parties having .been heard upon 
' tliii point, the following interloi utor w.v 
' passed, that tlie pursuer was bnrrul from 

* nisistmg in this process, by the decreet 
‘ of augmentation 1716; and tlierofoie as- 

* soilzicd the fii tenders, and discharge the 
' action.’—Such is the staiementanaile by 
the petition of appeal in that case, from 
the lases both of the appellant and re¬ 
spondent, s\hich by the law of Scotland 
must he deemed to foiin part of the re¬ 
cords of the court. It distinctly appears, 
that this was the question argued before 
lord Thill low. 'I he appellant specially 
states m the reason, for reversing judg¬ 
ment, that the respondi'iit eannot bar the 
appellant from insisting in the present ac¬ 
tion, under the authority of a pretended 
rule of court, bj w'hich they say it is de¬ 
clared that no addition can be made to a . 
stipend, which has already been aug¬ 
mented by a ileciee posterior to the jear 

J 707 ; and the respondent joins issue w ilh 
him in tins point, by declaring in the 
reasons annexed to his appeal t ase, that 
‘ it is the established rule of court, not to 
' review or allow such decrees to be over-* 

* hauled upon any prctencii, where an aug- 
' mentation has been given since the 

< union.’—^Thus w'hilstthe petition af appeal, 
plainly .shews that .the judgment of the 
court of session was arraigned, because it 
had proceeded on the ground of the exist¬ 
ence of a supposed resolution of that court; 
the cases both of the appellaiilf and rc- 
apondent bear evidence that it was argued 
in this house on that ground, and the 
whole tenour of the notes of lord 'Fbur- 
low’s speech, in giving the judgmenl'now 
publi^ra ingtlie memoiialfor the minister, 
proves that it wa§ argued and decided 
npon this'|>rinci]^le. ' If/ says that noble 


lord, f that is the law of'tbwlaiHi;ii aRnilt 
' be gpod: but, if only a prinfRple 
' crHion, the discretion erected into a raHi 
' is inept; unless the law has foihislMHI 
' that rule.’ This sentence alone, 
shews on the one hand the law ofthe’laAdh 
had iiol been rested upOn in argumtnt^ 
because'in (hat event he never could had% 
expressed the doubt which he states; adi, 
on the other, that he felt that just indigaft* 
tion which he must have felt, at the coiM 
of seihsion assuming to themseivea 
power uf making any tale on the subjcWi^ 
IS evidence, that the judgment reversjn|p 
the interlocutor of the court of sessioii'ht 
this case, decided the only question thsifc 
was then belurc the house, viz. the efficaby 
that ought to be given to the pmtendfNli 
rule ef court. It is against this rule that 
lord Thmlow' spetially expres.sed his in¬ 
dignation ; he says,' In nune of the book! 

' is there the smallest trace of this ruliij^ 
'and when the lord advocate says, ttm 
' court arc in the daily practice of it) lib 
' must mean that it is an idea alw-aysaHotit 
‘ in the minds uf the judges.’ And bb 
concludes; by declaring that ‘ the cobM 
' have no reason in expediency, or autht^ 

' rity in law, to s,i^ they will not look 
'into it.’—Into VvHot.> why, most cw*- 
tainly, into the l.w ot' the land, which ib 
I the prior part of his speech he had^diC- 
eland could alone regulate (he proOebd-* 
ing.—Ittis in vain, therefore, to say th^ , 
tins was a division on the general point 
law : there is the strongest evidence tbif^ 
the point of law never ^vas argued befoM 
this house, and that my lord^ Thurlow, 
he is supposed to decide the^point'of law, 
must have done what nobody will accuse 
him of doing; i. c. he must have rashly 
decided a point of law not before him, and 
^loways argued or discussed by the cowi- 
sel.—It is further to be observed, that Ibrdl 
Thurlow, by reversing the interlocutors • 
complained of, gave efficacy to the intiS> 
locutbr of the 3d of March, which db^ 
clarcd’that the stipend trilbdiiied l/]6, waa 
w'ilhiu the minimum, so that in truth'the 
judgment simply reversing the interlocuCblp 
^'umplained of, was a judgment, of tiiit 
house, proceeding on the specialties of llfiib 
case.—^'fhe other case, in which the etnift' 
of sc^ioj) i^heir iiiterlodutor have fbuM 
that your jups decided the general queia* 
tion of law, is the case of Ttngwdll, whi^ ‘ 
was drst brobght into court m the VMbl) 
1785, w-hen the heritors app|ar to , 

pleadecf in bar a previous 'nugmeztibim 
granted in the year 1729, witbehie^i 
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caU yottr Attention to decision in this 
cate> 1 must^ake an observation on the 
nAttfre of the proceedings which took 
plltce, as they prove beyond a jjossibility 
of a doubt what at that time was the ge¬ 
neral opinion of the judgincnt given by 
the house of lords in the < ase of Kirkdeii. 
-—If this house, by rrver'iiiig the intcrlo- 
cbtXMT of the court of sessii.a m the case of 
K9fkden« had been uivler-iood to declare 
thA law, as is argued by the respondent, 
ahd to have decided the coiijnetericy oi 
tilAt court, acting untW llie act 1707, to 
rA-augincnt stipemis as long as tJie titlu' 
<rf the parish remained unexhau'-ted, could 
there have been an argument in the court 
of session on the subject, far less an unani- 
RI0U8 decision on tbe inconipeteney of the 
OtMB't, when they must have all knowit the 
recent judgment movcifby lord»*Yhurlow 
in this house ? On the other hand, if they 
•were in the knowledge that the decision 
of this house was granted on that noble 
lord’s having arraigned as iiie]it any rcso- 
hltion of their court, ivhich baried’a due 
eonsidoratiuii of what was the l.iw of the 
lAiid on the point—n as it not fiatur<d to 
AApect, that, driven from the gioiiiul be- 
Mtid which they hacLIbryeaisentrenched 
themselves, the} woufd be forced to discuss 
tli« law, which, relying on the rule, had 
not 8 f late been the subjr ct of their coii- 
flderation, accordingly as might be ex- 

S ctcd? Those of your Idjis* wl\o Jiave 
iondod to the proceedings this rase, 
Ittust recollect that after a hearing in pre- 
itUce, and niemoriids being given hi, there 
took place a very learned discussion on 
the absftact qi»cstion of law, which ended 
m an unanimous judgment of the court, 
Against the power that was contended for. 
••—The litotes ot the judges speeches are 
priotedcia the memorial for the appellant 
Artd though lord Thurlow had, on the au- 
tifOrityof the lord adt orate, now lord pre- 
iMOtit, istated that the court was in daily 
pfAAtke of referring to the rule which was 
mfgtd a bar ihthe Kwl-dcu tas^, not 
(hie'syUable is said on that sui)|cct tin uugh- 
Ottt the apeeclies then made ; , rU arly 
proving that the decision in the Kirkdeik 
^tAte must have shut their mouths on a 
rial^ct to which on siniilaroccadons these 
Ir^evidence the^ had daily Isabits ef re- 
MMifig.—^iti this case of Tin^wall there 
#erO fqiecial circumstances in iiivour of 
ttwclergymaa, on which itfe at present 
BAAtUew CO|iw'ell. Your Idps hav^ in the 
Bbtes of tba judges speeches on this cause, 

AtliAaiu,'AtaGit YtiKssi it«am04«to tho court 
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below, the parties agreed that the general 
point of law should be there ai'gued, and 
that no specialties should be founded 
upon; so ^avs lord Robertson, w ho was 
counsel tor the clergyman, and lord New¬ 
ton who actid as rounsel for the heritors ; 
and this is coniirmed by lord Armadale, 
in the very able speech he delivered on 
that occasion.—'I’lie interlocutor of the 
court w'as given in the most gencial tei;ms 
dismis'.iug the process \ aiwl upon ad\ ising 
on a icolaiming petition from the mmisler, 
the court adherrd:—against this interlo¬ 
cutor, an a]>peal was pre^sentod to this 
•louse ; tlie printed cases on this oc-casion 
shc^,,' that the parties, ps in the court 
below, conii icd their argument to the- ge¬ 
neral cjucstioii ot bw ; but the sjiic laltiet 
of the case appi*aiecl an the rec-ord, and 
tl’c judgment proposed by lord 1 huilow', 
and adopted by the house,, is conilusi\t> 
evidence that this house came to no judg¬ 
ment oil the general point of law ; it is 
clear that the noble lend, m flic interlocu¬ 
tor he jiropoKcd in the Kirkdeii case, told 
the court'of session, tlicy .should decide 
not upon their own rules, hut upon the 
law of the land; and it is equally clear 
that be meant to iiifoini them by this in¬ 
terlocutor, that jiistii e u quire d they should 
111 the decision of every case, take the ac¬ 
tual circumstances into their considera¬ 
tion. 'I’he judgment is in the following 
terms :—• Having c'onsiclercd the' terms of 
‘ the decree of mollification and augraen- 
' tation, which, as the libel alleges, was 

* obtained by tlio minister of the said 
' united parishes in 1722, and that the nii- 
‘ nistcr was, in consei|ueiiee thereof, al- 
‘ lowed to possess the ipsa cor[K>ra of the 
' teincl till lately, when the heritors pro- 
‘ cecded to obtain a decree of locality: it 
‘ is ordered and adjudged, that the sevci’al 
‘ interlocutors conipiaincd of be reversed, 

‘ and that the cause be remitted back to 
‘_the court of session in Scotland, as com- 
‘ missioners for the plantation ol kirks and 

valuation of teind, in order that parties 
‘ may be lurtber heard upon the cilect of 

* the above circumstances, and upon the 

* state of those teinds in these united pav 
‘ rishes, without prejudice to any pica or 
' argument which either of them may ad- 
‘ duce ; and that the said lords coinini&si- 
' oners may then give their deterniination 
‘ accordingly.' Tlits jndginent'speaks for 
itself: it is imjioasible by any torturo of 
interpretation, to use the ]>)ir^ ascribed 
to lord Thsrlow, to conceive that^it was a 
dedsicMk of tho general peurt of law* if 
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? oar Id^ had the evidence ttf the'whole 
fteen judges, that it was so considered, 
the tenour of the judgment is such, that 
they could only impress upon your mind 
astonishment at the misconception that 
had taken place. Snt is this the case ? 
It is true the ajusticc clerk informs you, 
that this is his recollection of what 
passed; that the lord president states to 
yoy, ‘ That if any gentleman thinks 
* that the case of 'I’ingwall was decided 
* on spcciallies, and* not upon the ge- 
* ueral question regarding the power 
* and duty of the court under the con- 
• siruclion of the act 1707, he deceives^ 
• himself; for itjs most ceiiain, the cahsc 
‘ was argued and decided upon the gene- 
' ral questisn aloni'.’ These learned judges 
were both of them counsel in the cause. 
It is admitted', that the general question 
of law was alone argued from the bar; 
and it is natural, that impressed with a 
recollection of their argument, they 
should at a tlHstant period of time fancy 
that the judgment was founded on it, 
and not on the specialties (ontained in 
the record ; but what account did this very 
lord president give of the decision at a 
recent period after it took place ?. Lord 
Isewtoii tells you, that so far was the 
judgment of the house of lords from be¬ 
ing coiLsidcrcd as a decision on the ge¬ 
neral merits, that he was * informed by a 
‘ right honourable counsel, who pleaded 
* the cause in the house of lords, on the 
» part of the heritors (meaning the lord 
' president), that it would require no fewer 
< than three appeals, in cases which stood 
' in dillerciit circumstances from one ann- 
' thcr, to obtain a decision on the general 
* point at issue,' clearly shewing that the 
impression on his mina at that time, was 
accurate with regard to the decision of 
the house of lords; i. e. that the decision 
was what the words in which it was con-’ 
veyed prove it must have been, a judg¬ 
ment dictated by a consideration of the 
specialties of the case.—Trom these de-» 
tails, it must appear, evident to your Idps, 
diat the only decision ever given on the 
general point of law, concerning the com¬ 
petency of the court to reaugment, was 
the unanimous decision pronount-'ed in the 
Tingwall case, by the <H>ort of session 
itself. It is impossible, therefore, that 
your Idp^f can affirm an iaterlocutcx', 
which stetes you to have decided iff two 
(Biaea poiiyt of law, on which certainly 
you nev^ pronounced any decision.---li:^ 
tfaerefofe, IcaoMt agree to tb^jostiee of 


that view of the law, whieb 
the court, under the act I70!7#bo4%pbyi^^ 
to reaugment out of tithes sold by 
titular to the landholder, till they 
completely exhausted ; on the 
hand, it is impossible to accede to.the |§|^, 
stated in ihLs interlocutor, that this hf^ii||i 
had recognised such an interpretation Oi. 
the statute, by a judgment which it ue-vnih 
gave.—In the course of the pleadings, 

Idps have bad various quotations fi'diqii; 
Forlies on Tjthes; from sir G. Mackcnfui^hl; 
Ob.sc:rvatioris on ibe Slalutes, from 
Ifanklon, and froui the Institutes of 
Urskinc. Witli respect to most of 
passages which have been relied 'upfijfllli! 
when examined, they are mere 
tions of a proposition never contesk^^ 
that the lithe of the landlioldcr in allftjw> 
rislies nWbinodifled, is subject to such pr9n 
vision for the clergy, as the court artintg 
as a commission shall appoint.—In JcJhftv 
Krskine’s w'orks undoubtedly there i» 
pa.s.sage, which can alone be consideFodi 
as maintaiifiag the opinion, which tbo 
terlociitor under review has expres.s(Kl;; 
but, whatever weight may be due to th# 
authority of any lavv-wriler, when.th^ 
statutes themselves are clear, and (}U) 
meaning of their* enactments unquestii^ 
able, it is impossible that any authority! 
can be relied on, to do away tbat-whieli 
the ]egi^latI 1 re has so distinctly declarOtEljf 
and wlJlch the court had confirmed M 
their jud.gments immediately after pa«siii|f 
the act.—^Your Idps have been told, thU 
in this qase you have tl*;e advantage of t}d| 
opinioiuif the judges corrected by themrt 
selves; I have had alreadj^ occesion hs 
mention the opinion delivered by lord 
Armadale, in the manner which I thii|ic 
it merits ; but 1 must conceive it to be an 
exercise of charity, not to animadvert 
many of the opinions that have be^ 
printed. They are in truth defences 
by the judges for their own cimduqt, wb$dh' 
they might have made, witmmt readii^ 
the le&rned arguments ir/this cause, whu^ ' 
have done cr^it and honour to those . 
framed ilicm.—inwmeef the opinions, »•. 
Jearncd’judges have assumed the charfi^ 
ter of witnesses, and I am sorry to 
that in that capacity their recolJectionjiJ* 
the fqct| a^ears to me av renijBrka:bln.^]if 
inaccuraci|', as tlieir legal arguine^<.«m^'. 
for want of research and investigation! ngf, 
a subject which did demtuid their utmolill . ' 
attention.—There is now onlj^ene 
tant point to consider : certain it .isftfaii 
feun^g on this lAMcoaeeptiQiii .indiOiiw'. 
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r«pre«$h^ion of the deciiiotis of your 
Id^'^'houBe, ^he court of eession have now 
ftnr^ length of timr, ami i« no fewer than 
800xHi»e$, augmented stipends, many of 
mdkich augmentations, had*it not been for 
this misconception of the law, wotjid not 
have been granted. But it is impossible 
tii4t any series of decisions,-where the law 
wit never controverted ; where from the 


ajieace of the heritors you have a right to 
aatopose that they waived the defence 
wakih the law authorized ; cjn have the 
efleet of altering what is the clear and un¬ 
doubted law of the land—In the course 
^ the pleadings in this cause, various 
cases of second augmentations proceeding 
vtfith the consent ot the heritors, have been 
stated to your Idps. Auchendoire, Eden- 
kdiie, at a very early period, aftbrd in- 
ainnces of this nature ; ^iiul in tllFcasc of 
liCchcaiTon in 1768, a reaugmentation is 
especially given in respect of the heritors' 
consent; but in tbe pleadings in the case 
ofKirkden or Tingwali, in the opinions 
of the judges delivered in this last case, 
>|0 allasiuii is made to precedents such as 
^(Cse, which, from the circumstance of 
<^sent, must have been deemed inap- 
llUcable : if a decision is^iveii in one in- 
atance, the court may proceed, without 
ilU|uiry, to act on the same principle in 
filSB hundred cases: it is only when the 
ptHQt; is argued and fully canvassed, when 
the attention of the judges is caKed to it 
hyihe parties, that they have an oppor¬ 
tunity of reviewing and reconsidering 
tte^t'judgmcnt; and on this subject I have 
tihe authority of the court of session itself; 
for though 6 t)twixt the decision of the 
Kirkden and TingW’all cases there were no 
Jess than twenty cases decided, without 
the heritors arguing the legal defence, 
yat :‘in the pleadings this circumstance is« 
nniioticed, and it did not prevent the 
jaidges from coming to a unanimous deci- 
ato, tliat the court had no right to re- 
^^ent, which is the only decision on the 
fMeral -point of law that ever was given, 
•itfaer in that court or in your Idps.' hou.se. 

bad any doubts,cwhether those de- 
ciwons in which the general question of, 
w never has been argued, ought to 
ttfeigh with your Idps in the case you are 
41 ^ called upon to decide ; ^ sljoidd be 
inhe^d both by the numerous authorities 
afi writers on this subject in the law of 
jj^gland^ and from the decided opinions 
pMttoit .tl^ point, no limger a^o than 
l^>Aight,. in your Idps’ house ; when it 
Iwd dowi^ that though., die 


judgment of a court h the most respect¬ 
able'authority for what was the received 
sense of the law at the time it was given ; 
no scries of decisions ever can do away 
th« will of the legislature clearly express- 
ed.—In submitting to your Idps the pro¬ 
priety of reversing this interlocutor, I feel 
great stitisf.iction in thinking that, if I pre¬ 
vail, your ddp.s' decision will convey a 
mere Heclaration of your sense of the l;>w, 
ivithout in any degree allecting the inter¬ 
est of any of the p.u’lies. Your Idps have 
heard a groat deal from the re.spoiident, 
of the confu.sion lhatw'ould be created from 
^his circumstance : I do apprehend, how- 
cvev, that this can havcpno weight with 
you, ill regul.itiug your judgment.. Even 
if the mischief was to he as OKtensive as 
it is represented, it might he a serious 
.subject for your ld[is’ consideration in 
your legislative capacity i but, acting in 
your judicial capacity, it is a view ot the 
question which ought to be excluded from 
your minds. In truth, however, it is a 
small portion of the eight hundred cases 
of augment at ion granted under this erro¬ 
neous view of the law, ihat could be 
atrectod bv this decision : those augment¬ 
ed within these five years, are the only 
cases which, in consequence of your judg¬ 
ment, would be liable to be questioned.-— 
No one can be more ■ scasible than I am, 
that in these cases the interposition of the 
legislature is iiece.ssary: that an act of the 
legislature must be passed regulating ^he 
granting of augmentations to the clergy of 
Scotland, is a proposition generally ac¬ 
ceded to, and nothing can be more easy 
than the introduction of a clause, quieting 
those in the possessing of their augmenta¬ 
tions, who have obt.iincd them within the 
last five years.—I think it fortunate too, 
that the interest of the clergyman, the 
respondent at your Idps’ bar, cannot be 
materially injured. It is more than iii'leen 
years since he obtained his last augmen¬ 
tation ; and though it may not be regular 
0 aliude*lo any intended act of the Icgisla-* 
ture, still it is peifectly known to the pub¬ 
lic, that the legislative , measure,'which 
may probably be adopted, will not pre¬ 
clude this reverend gentleman from ira- 
mediately«com’ng before the court, to ob¬ 
tain that augmentation for which he is a 
,auit »r at your bar.—It now only renirlins 
for me to apologize to your Idp** for hav»t 
ing sh long occupied your attontjgn ; and 
to read the judgment whieji naturally 
flows from the principles^! have" emlea^ 
'oaMd tdiitaldubi fwpiset 
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to this house, that, by the act 1707, c, 9, 
no powers are given to the court of sesAon, 
as a commission of teinds, for au^ientiog 
or modifying stipends out of teiiids held 
by the titular under an heritable right, or 
purchased from the titular by the heritors 
in teiTiis of tho decreet arbitral of Charles 
1, confirmed by parliament, others than 
those given to the cumrnissionwN appoint* 
ed^byact 1033, c. 19; and that the said 
commissioners, under the act last men¬ 
tioned, had no power^ out of teinds of the 
above description, to augment any stipend 
which had once been modified by them or 
by any former cuinmission, and did noL 
fall short of eigl^ hundred merks; an>M« 
respect it further appears, on examination 
of the recerds of this house, that no judg¬ 
ment was pronounced ,by this house, de¬ 
claring the powers of the court of sessioy 
to reaugnunit stipends, and review the de¬ 
crees oi'augmentation pronounced by them¬ 
selves or by former commissioners, as is 
found by tlie'iuterlocutor complained of; 
theretbre, it being admitted that the sti¬ 
pend of the respondent was modified and 
augmented in 1793, and that the tylhes 
of the appellant arc tythes acquired by 
purchase' from the titular; it is ordered 
and adjudged that the interlocutor com¬ 
plained of be reversed.” 

'Ihe Lord Chancellor, at considerable 
length, contended, that the usage upon 
this point, in favour of a second augmen-’ 
tation, ought not to be disturbed, and was 
of opinion that the interlocutor ought to 
l)e affirmed with some alteration.—After a 
ft w observations in reply from the earl of 
Lauderdale, the motion was negatived, and 
the interlocutor of the Court of Session 
affirmed. 


HOUSE OF COMIvrONS. 

Friday, Blay 20. • 

[Mk. Pai.mer’s Claim.] The house 
having re.sulved itself into a committee, 
Mr. I'ulicr in the Chair, • ^ 

Mr. iMhbridse “That the chair¬ 

man he directed to move lor leave to bring 
in a Bill to secure to Mr. Palmer his future 
per-cenlage on the net encreased Revenue 
of the Post Office, according tfi the pro¬ 
visions of his Appointment in 17S9.” 

•, Mr. Mmikeg wished to know Irom the 
hon. gcntf.iVhether the present Bill was to 
embrace all the compensation i If Jif was 
tprt, /:otitessed he should be dis¬ 

posed to> object to any plan that would 
taJw tiw p&er house its vighli of iotetv 


fercnce; finr if this, vrafn^bit'' 
only measure, and if anothel#WiUi 
comprehended in a mere Grant pf thw 
house, the other branch of the' 
ture would be, he thouglu, 
deprived of their right of deciding upodt! 
the merits of that Agreement. Ho jwihI 
of opinion, tlierefore, that it would IsAl 
desirable that the entire amount ofiMrw 
Palmer’s Claims should not be divido^ 
but comprehended in one bill, 
wished to kyow from the hon. gent.. ho(i» 
fur he concurred with him in the viewhfe 
bad taken of the subject. :,ts 

Mr. Lethbridge replied, that it certsinljr 
was not Ins intention to incorporate 'tw 
arrears due to Mr. Palmer with the graair 
of pur-centage, to be authorized by ' thas 
Bill for which he had moved. He clibd 
ceived,^at the ptoper way of providio# 
fur the arrears of the pcr-centage wdtiltt 
be by a vote of the house in the commithM 
of supply. ... 

Mr. Bankes wished to know out of wb^ 
fund it was*proposed to take these arrears 
Mr. Lethbridge replied, tliat that would: 
be for the house itself to determine whea^ 
ever it should regularly come before ib;' 
but if he might hazard a conjectut^, 
should be inciinc’d to think, that the Post' > 
Office Revenues, which had been so coi^r^. 
derably benefited by Mr. Palmer’s invenii 
tPon, would be the fittest source to drawf 
upon, whatever further compensation 
it might be deemed necessary to remunfi 
rate him with. ''i“ 

Mr. Jtmkes then .said, that certainly H 
the house still considered the origimd^ 
Agreement as valid and bii)^ng,*the Ar^ 
rears could only be taken out of that ro^ 
venue; now, that revenue was yearly car«* 
ried to the Consolidated Fund, and thete» 
/ore out of that fund the arrears snust . ior 
fact be taken. But he believed that tbate 
could only be done by an act of parlia¬ 
ment, and not by a vote of the hqnse. He* 
might quote many precedents in 8upp<|];|^ 
of this opinion, and inddbd there was evoi|: 
one in the pre.sent session, namely, tbip,,.’ 
pensioi^ to lord Lake, which was granip^. - 
»both retrospectively and prospective^/, ’ 
and part of which was in fact for tbepai^i 
tueiit of a debt or arrears from 1&09»* 
'rhis.jnqde,ihcn, w^ nof only supportui^ 
by preced/iit, but was also ioiporttgit 'il| . 
another point of view, as alFording tb#^ 
other hou.se bf parliament, possessed ofagi}' 
ordinate powers, an opportonljW of. intesf. 
tigating the whole Clanxts of Mr. PalaiQl|^ 
ai^ thus reviewing, the subject 
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haps correctinsr die opinions of this house. 

• lliU he cojipcived was much preferable lo 
Z foaiplc vote of (he Arrears in this house; 
and upon looking hack to tlic .Tournals, he 
had observed that the lord-a had in a vari¬ 
ety of instances corrected tlie too profuse 
liberality of the cotninoii'i in giuiiting to 
individuals on the score of discoveries. 
Here the hon. member mentioned several 
inataiiccs of this .sort, and cuiKludcd by 
moving, th.it the word “ fill me” be IciV 
out ill the motiuri, for the,purpose of 
having the whole Claims submitted to the 
Iprds. 

* ■> Mr. iWhrryflrt opposed the remuiieiation 
altogether. He thought Mr. Palmer, by 
his ow'ii iiiisconcliicl, had viol.itid the 
principles of his Agreement, and forfeited 
hift claim to the remuneration. Jitsvtice 
was always represented fvith ascifle in one 
hand and a sword in the other. He never 
could divest that goddess of her attribule<<, 
or think that rewaid should take the place 
of punishment. 

The question being loud’y r ailed for, 
the committee divided, when thcie ap- 
poared. 

For the original Motion > - til 

For Mr. Bankes’s Amiridment - 21 
Majority for the uiigiiial Motion— 42 

While strangers wore excluded, we mi- 
derstand the Sjicaker, in a short but in\- 
essive speech, supported the claims of 
r. Palmer with his wonted prccifon and 
ability. On the ie-admission of strangers 
Mr. Fuller, as eluiirman of the committee, 
put from the chair the original msolulion, 
moved by Mr. Lethbridge, wHich was 
agreed tb ; and on the house being re- 
fluincd, Mr. Fuller moved and obtained 
leave to bring in the said Bill. 

[Expedition to the Dahdansllps. j Mr. 
Td^lor rose to move his promised Resolu-i 
tioQs respecting the Expedition to the 
Dardanelles, but from the manner in which 
*bU speeo^i was delivered, it was impos¬ 
sible, with the utmost attention, to catch 
more of it than sulltres for a mere' siim- 
mttry. He began by observing, that from 
the public notice which this Ex{v>dltion, 
•wWi all the circumstances connected with • 
|t, had excited, it was neressary that some 
iRouiry should be instituted concerning it? 
a Hnng equallyd'ne to-those wko hedpian- 
nhd it; and those to vrhom the >execution 
Imd been entrusted. He, stated, that be- 
foie he bad seen these Paperli he w.ts ra- 
thef^ificHne^ to think favourably 7 ,t least 
of the dbjeet of the expedition; but be 
WMftoniSof opinion that it was founded 
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neither in justice nor policy. In order to 
pru^e the injustice of the Fixpeditioii, he 
entered upon the consideration of the na¬ 
ture of the connection between this coun¬ 
try and the Porte, and said, that (he only 
ground we had for interference, was, the 
treaties of 17^8, between Russia, England, 
and the Porte, Uio oblig.ition of wlmh 
treaties hail- become void b^ tlie peace of 
Amiens, after which any right we or jlie 
Russians had to s.nl in the Tiiiki-h seas 
ceased. The Russians had only acquired 
a right to pass from the Black Sea in single 
ship.s, for the purpose of tlirovsing supplies 
^nto the Ionian republic, which right was 
ti/oe at an end wlicii thafc republic 4imiM 
be settled, ui-d it did end wlicn ll’.e whole 
fell into the powi <• 'd' Huoiiap.iicte ; .md he 
eoiiteniled, tliai tiuv ni gocialions to recoii- 
wle the Porte ,iiid Ru .si.i, ought to h..v'‘ •' en 
CTrrieil onat Pctersbiii g, r.ittwrtlianat Con¬ 
stantinople, the Russian'' liaiing bti-n the 
aggresiors. Tlie lion, tenl. then proceeded 
lo consider the policy of the Expedition, 
and mnint.lined that it wa-. extremely un- 
woe, for any trilling objeet, lo .ilienate 
from us the minds ot the I'lirks, who had 
been extremely well disposed to us. Jn 
order to prove that this was the case, he 
ivad a vauety of dociiiiicnts, proving the 
lii\ our ible ilispo'ition of the Tuik>, iVIa- 
nialiikes, and Arabs, 111 Egypt, anti through¬ 
out the Ottoman empire; observing at 
the same time, that the persons at the 
head of the Turkish government were no 
less favourably disposed towards us than 
the people. He also found fault with the 
way in which the orders for the execution 
ol'tliis cnterjirisse had been arranged. By 
passing the lJard.Tuelles, which we had no 
right lo do, we had toniinenced liostiiitie,s 
ndore negotiation. The ambassador had 
leen unwisely trusted with too much dis¬ 
cretionary ])ow'er. The attai k on the 
Turkidi ships w.is an useless object; the 
number of ships was not equal to the cn- 
terprizc ; and lord C-olliiigwoocI ought to 
.bale beefi allowed to ehoo.e any olHcer 
le pleased, to condget the Fixpeditioii. 
With respect to the expedition to Alexan¬ 
dria, he had not been able to see its objeet 
and policy,and it bad been so mismanaged 
as to bring dishonour upon the British 
arms. The hon. gent, read a variety of 
documents in support of his argnment, and 
concluded by moving four Rc.solutions, 
the first of svhich was as follqws, via, 

" That bis majesty’s fleet, under thtttcoroM 
mand of sir J. Duckworth, appeartfd in the 
vicinity of Coinrtsntinopie, on th* ^Oth 
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Ftb. 1807, ftnd after having renamed j would peicme, that vo far fiom the'Ex(Mi«> 
there tor ten da}^ s retired without eflt Aing dition to Constantmople at lainj^ out ot any 
any nnpnit int oluttt The othci Keso- sut h rcgulatioii from the court ot Pettr8<» 
liitions went tO'^piess a seiiae which the burgh ns that allmled to, it oiiginatedia 
house cntcrtaitrd of the disgrace that the (he negocutioM that was catried on by 
disastiousiisiiUVlthe]-pcpeditionnfleeted Mi \rl)iithnot at Constantinople itsetr. 
on the honour and chiiactci ol Im ma 11c d <1 not mean to follow the lion nlotiefr 
1 * t) \ arms On the fust Ih. solution be - ol the piesmt quest on at any 4,reat Icngthis 
in r I III, » b‘'c tiisfc without nuamng any clisrespeot 

J\ji r fiiiiii/C expussed the S'lisl'ic- to luin, hi did nut think that there was t 
tion w 111 h he h It, iftci sue h itpeited de- nun n th< house who would adopt tit# 
li\s III 'll length finding the motion sub- lim ot argute iit pm sued by thi hon geitt. 
stanl 1 1} bifoio the house, and m such a Ihi light of inteilcicnce between Kusuk 
hipe IS lortiulti ittingible larwashe mdTuiktv,whi(hfr Biitampossessed,wras 
from eonipl i mug <»1 the institution ot n^ miisjiiitible Both the treaty of 1799^ 
qiiiins ot this injiiie On the conln'jlfl and ihit which lollowed the pcaee of J'^ 
lit ill em« il ilmost dosii bli, that those men s\,liid for then object to connect m ono 


wno hid <\iicisid I ubin fund ions slioiild 
Ik cillcd /pon, in tlie/icc ot the house 
, to aecnui * tui then con» 
duct Moie ]>uiieuliih wiit In and his 
iolUi_,ui> givtitcJ bj- the institiilion of 
thi pu sc lit ciiquii}, winch would cnibli 
thoiii to icinot^ in\ imlwouiablt niipiis- 
sion with icspcct to then cemduot in this 
iflaii, it such iinpie sion c\i ted dthon'’h 
if it did. 111 was it a los» bow to conecivi 
111 wb it it could 1 avp oii^ui ifid A.s well 
a-he toiilil uiidiistaiid Ins niajfst\’s pit- 
lit mint cis,tl IV h id c\pri disil lim¬ 
ed aii> ]) II til Ip It on III the mst tutim of 
this ciicjiniy, still, liowivci, thiiikiiig it 
then (bits to c Ills 11 to it, and to jlliw of 
the pi idnelini ot t1iepa|Hih onw'iieh it 
wus to be found*d All this was iiaht 
and judicious tnoii 'll II he Ind am com¬ 
plaint ajum t them, it was, tint although 
tluyhid iiiui tlicmsilvcs asked toi oi 
njvficaitd to waii'iiit m enquiry, they Ind 
icpidtcdly, 1 y iiisimi itions inrl lollatii il 
IImirnints, endia>uiiii d to pi icluce a (tcl- 
ing ag mist his mi|ist^’s litc gmcinment, 
whieli it w Is iinpiissible tint it the timi : 
they could * onib It III illiu'ed narlini-l 
Inly to tin obsiii ilions ot tin iigl t hm 
•eeietiryof stitc in the toiiign dipait 
ment, wh >, in a iiioiiuiit, ccitaiul} not ot 
debber ition, but ot Mulmce md lAiprlui- 
sity, hud aeeusid tin; lati idmiinstiati >n 
oi conduc t, of whii b thi oftii i d doeimii nts 
in hib possession must liaie lonvmeed inin 
that they wi i e iininti iit 1 hat 11 'lit hon 
gent, hid com|latiiid tint his ^ruji ty’s 
late govi rnment, it the requisition of thi 
cuuit ut Pelershuigli, mode a Jiu r ton in 
the sooth 4>t Luiope, with ships without 
troops, when that uquisition was t* r l?o(h 
shi|;F ajw troops No a gument was ii«- 
ceksaiy oA this occ isi ui L t the bouse 
k>^ at papers on the table, and they 


bond ot union the ihice countiies. By 
thi fKimention entered into between Rua- 
sn uul nti key, on The 21st ot Much, 1800, 
the p issagi ot the Bosphorus, with troops, 
nnlituv stoics, &c was rei iprocally se* 

(ured to i ach power \V hen, therefore^ 
this Convention was violated on the pari 
of the Ottoman PoiU, was it nccesbary to 
point out the policy which induccMl the 
Biitish goM innu iit to maintain the ri^to 
and inteiis's oi Russia unjustly attacked ? 

In doing so, the^latc administration had 
(nly ioliowcil up the line ot conduct pur* 
siiid fora long com seot yeais by then* 
piccliccssors, who Ind thou.,hf, that it waa 
t'l* interest oi (r. Britain to suppoit aad 
c 'tend 01.1 conni etion w ith Russia. Tha# 
the government immediately preeedia|| 
the last were unequivocally ot this opimoA, 
w''s ivtdent fiom the thiee documeata ta'‘ 
that effect upon the table. m||iirty doca>* 
nu nts instead of tin r c miglit have been 
hid on tlie table to prove this, but,doubt¬ 
less, it was conctivtil by his inijesty’s 
picsint ininibteis tint those produced 
'jere amply suflieient—Passing inter tbs 
ill post ion ot ihi llospodais, the repre¬ 
sent tliuiis mile by Ml Aibuthnot of 
till glow mg influence of 1 ranet in ’4 urksey, • 
ke ill would cdl thejiailieular atteja* 
lion 0*1 till boiist to the Note fiom 
'Kbibtmii, the Jbrenth ministir, which 
t*'c hon, gent hid s'ud ippi iicd to 
him to cont im mucii solid i isoinng and 
nothin^ of lictioiable Uiat it loutawied » 
nothing objct^fioinbl* to a^I leiich ear, ho 
did not (loni *, i ut tiiat i member ci the 
Biiiisli I awi imrnt should exprcBS hiiMcIf 
111 such a in nine r w ith i cs|)ecit to it, was d 
ciienmstanci (hit he confessed he couh} 
not h ive^bi lieveil had he not vatues^rd*#.*’’ 
ihis note was full of the tiolenee and ha*^ 
sofence winch abounded in the nuatewMM 
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eotnpositions of French diplomacy. The 
writer dectired, " that if in the difficult 
circumstances of the times, the Ottoman 
j^urte did not form the decision which her 
iillterests required, he should have ere long 
to lament her fate.” He stated that " he 
^ad received positive orders from t'he em¬ 
peror, that the Bosphorus should be shut 
ajminst all Russian ships of war and all 
"'iSissian vessels carrying military stores, 
Ac.” and this, at a time when Sebastian! 
must have well known that Russia had a 
right by treaty to send what ships she 
pleased through tlie Bosphorus. In a suc¬ 
ceeding paragraph of the note it was ob¬ 
served, “ that that passage could not be 
opened to the Russians by the Turks vvith- 
Otit committing an act ot hostility against 
i^mnee, and giving to Napoleon the Great 
tlie right of marching -hoops ovft the ter¬ 
ritory of Turkey, that he might combat the 
'Russians on the banks of the Dniester.” 
Was all this unobjectionable ? Then fol¬ 
lowed an intimation that a declaration of 
War bv France would be the consequence 
ahpuld the Ottoman Porte turn a deaf ear 
io'thte representations of the Irench ini- 
-■ 'Aiater. *' His majesty the emperor,” said 
vile* " has a large army in Dalmatia, a.s.sera- 
hled there for the defence of l^lrkey ; but 
tmless all ambiguity is removed, and the 
cWiduct of the Ottoman Porte proves that 
iihe is not inclined to favour the cause 
^ Russia and England, that ariny will 
used for the directly opposite pur- 
Mse an immediate and categorical an- 
jiwer was required to this dethsuid.?—Ha- 
said so much on this Nofc;‘4»© would 
now advert to the excellent coilifeentary 
upon it, contained in lord Howick’s dis¬ 
patches to Mr. Arbuthnot, of the 1+th 
^ 20th of Nov.; by which dispatches 
ft piutt be evident to the house, tha/ 
the accusation preferred by the hon. gent, 
^gainst the late government, as enter- 
Sn ingoa hostile feeling towards Turkey, 
4vaa groundless. In the first of these dis- 
ratches, dated tee 14th of NoV. lord j 
Howick directed that every practicable 
mode of amicable reiRonstrance should be 
used for the purpose of endeavouring tp 
, fWjall the Ottoman Porte to a better line 
Wr policy. Mr. Arbuthnot was iiistruct'sd 
•fa teat dispatch from lord How^k,, to ac- 
^aiUt the .Turkish government, that i^' 

- tneV'.WQuld let the Russian ships pass, all 
ann^arance of hostility ahftuUi ce’ase on 

« paict G. Britain—^The right hon. 
teen proceeded to shew, that Mr. 
itfhaot bad written .to lord Coilingwood 


and lord Howick, stating bow desirable it 
was^to send a force to the Dardanelles to 
support his iiegociation .with the Porte. 
Sir T. Louis had in conseifuetice dis¬ 
patched with three sail of line by lord 
Coilingwood, and the inte,'.ligence of that 
proceeding had been received in this 
country at the time when his majesty’s 
late niinistriVs were coiiHiflering the pro¬ 
priety of sending a naval force to that 
quarter. They instantly approved of what 
had been done by'that gallant admiral, 
and measures were taken for dispatching 
a larger force on that service. Sonic 
^comments had been made on the nature 
o£ -that force, but the hjmse would judge 
of its sud'.eiency from the stateiiieiit of 
Mr. Arbuthnot on the 2Jth fiept. that it 
was impossible for .ho Porte t-» withdraw 
jts lleet to a place of safety. i.j-o :>“rthc 
opinion of all naval men .with whom lie 
had conversed upon the subject, that there 
woufd be no difficulty in pa.ssing the Dar¬ 
danelles. He asked, thcrcff.re, .is this was 
a now esspcdilion, what could the govern¬ 
ment do but collect all the authentic in¬ 
formation they could from professional 
persons and others, upon whicii to act ? 
ft was expected, too, that assistance would 
have been afforded by the Russian fleet; 
and that such e.s:[)cctation was not ill 
founded was evident from the circum¬ 
stance of eight sail of the line of that fleet 
having joined Admiril Duckivorth four 
days after he had repassed the Darda- 
deUes, for the avowed purpose of co-ope¬ 
rating against the Turks.—As to the delay 
that bad been charged upon the late go¬ 
vernment ill sending out a force, that was 
not imputable to the councils of his uinjes- 
ty’s ministers. On the fflh of Nov. tiiey 
received the information which led them 
to send out that naval force, and on the 
22d of that month six sail of the line 
were completely equipped for the rein¬ 
forcement of lord Collingwood’s fleet, 
though, unfortunately, from the ^stote of 
the weather, they.could not sail for six 
weeks. As to the employment of troops, 
the question was, whether any could have 
been sent out in time to accomplish the 
object in view, namely to attack the cas¬ 
tles at thg Dardanelles, before they should 
be able to place themselves in a state of 
defence. Mr. Arbuthnot represented the 
works as in a state of progressive artd 
daily improvement on the whole line'pf 
the Bosphorus; and as the qpplK-i^ibh fof 
troops should come throuch lore! CbJIiHh- 
wood off Cadiz to tliis country^ ^t infqma 
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could • hat% arrived at their, dtiati- 
wheq the worka would have, beeu 
<*lv secj^d against attack. Mo 
lan^Wy^'hora he had conaulted, 
!B)virr oefore, cV (;cnding, or since the ex- 
petiition, was qr opinion that any troops 
wore xiecessary for passing the Dardanelles. 
It Wiis a desperate service to atjnck a bat¬ 
tery, but the bravery of British seamen 
unAc them despise the danger of passing 
batteries. But when gentlemen talked of 
troop.s, did they mean that an army of 
60,000 men, or only a detaclinieiit of 4 j 
or 5000, should have been cmplo 5 '^ed on 
the occasion ? The former could not 
.spared, and it wotild have been imprudeui 
and unavading to risk the latter in an 
operation v/ithin tilly mile.s of Conslanli- 
200,000, not men, but sol¬ 
diers, Won; collected to march against the' 
liussiuns.—lle cumc, then, to tiie Uesolu- 
tion respecting the expedition to Ah xan- 
dria, and if Iji* had not heard the manner 
in which the hori. gent, had brogght tliat 
foi^ward as a rnaltcr of i liarge against ibc 
late government, he .slionld have supposed 
that his ol>ject wa.s to found upon it a cen- 
iture of the pre.scnt miiii.st. rs. There were 
upon the table the instructions sent out 
by lord flowick to general Fox, direct¬ 
ing that he should nut give orders lor the 
embarkiitiou of the imops till the actual 
cominenpement of hostilities with the 
Porte; and sir John Duckworth was in- 
jstiaicted to dispatch immediately upon 
tliat event taking place, a fast sailing ves¬ 
sel with the intelligence to general Fox, 
in order that he should, upon receiving it, 
make the necessary arrangements fur the 
eqtbarkatiun of the troops. The object of 
this Expedition was the capture of Alexan¬ 
dria, and not the coiiq ucst of Egypt. It was 
intended to secure Alexandria, and conse¬ 
quently Egypt from falling again, into the 
hands of the French, and to allbrd protec¬ 
tion and encouragement to, any party 
^ere might be in the country, favourably 
disposed t{» the British interests. The ' 
capture of Alexandria was, therefore, an 
act of effectual warfare. But, was it 
nteanf to be said or implied, that hccansc 
tj^O .^pedition against Kosetta had been 
ynh>rtiinate,,that was. to be changed upon 
^ho planners of tlie Expedition which had 
p/$en ^ucc^sful ? He did not mean to go 
moire. min.uteiy into this case than nwas 
Ohsolu^^ necessary, and he should regu- 
h^ had to say u]K>n it with all 
J^^ilelicacy. th»t was due to the officers 


of the army. H« jnqst howeyor (ay>.th,if 
the keeping of Alexandria, igpr 
evacuation of that city, wa^ not ai^cf^ 
by the difiiculty of procuring provisipOb 
without the possession of Kosetta. 
had no otTiciai documents upon this 
lion, bdt he had the authority of the,mWi 
respectable naval and military men 
had served there, to say, that so far firp^ 
Ah xanilria having been in want of prd'^' 
sions, rice and corn were allowed to ^ 
exported to the (ireck Islands in t^^' 
months of J^no, July and August, up^'to^ 
the period of the evacuation. And this 
portation was allowed, after reserving qn^ 
year’s rice, and six months wheat for thq 
inhabitants, as well as six mouths prbvi*^ 
-ions for the army. Besides, witn 
great^iaval force we had along the co^i 
of EgYp4= wc might have .supplied Afexa^r.. 
(iria from the Greek Islands, even though'' 
all supply from the iut' iior was cut 
If any blame was iin|jutabie, it was to 
present ministers who had given up 
uudria, at trtime when they were endeit^ 
roaring to open a negocialion with 
Porte, in wbicli the evacuation of that 
might have been looked upon as a cohcc^ 
sioii to influence the Porte in our faybblTj^ 
and withdraw that power from the iqfluf 
cnce of France. It might be \aid, 
haps, that the citv had been evacuated, 
order to set free tliat portion of our niih-. 
tary foiiie which formed its garrison, anv ^ 
if they had been employed in any profita^', 
blc operation since, that might be a jua^' 
fication. ^ot they arrived at Svra^dj^ 
frohr Alexandria; on the 2.5th of Kby.'Sf 
Gibraltar; and on the 2!lth*yof X}ec^'''hi 
England, where they found tiJat eight days? 
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look at Ceuta; he wished it had been to 
look into it. The right hon. gen^. theiH 
briefly recapitulated the points which hpr 
had endeavoured to establish, hnd' con¬ 
cluded by asserting, that, upoW a rcvlnw 
of all the measure.^ to wdiich the papctsf'oh 
the table referred, therq was not otic ac^ 
which he would not' again resort to uiidi^ 
the same circumstances. ' ‘ 

Mr. Secretary Cuming had listened w5tl|( 
|;reat attention to the statement which tho 
right bon. gent, had made in defeucb of • 
himself and his coUeaguc.s# and could noV 
help Beihg surprised at the maimer' iii 
which he had kept to the declaration wliicft 
he had madciUt the outset, that he would 
discard from his mind ev.ery idea of ju^i» 
ftcationby recrimination. Th# right ht^ 
gent, had very properly, in his divlsiorf^ 
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th)B queition, considered it in a political 
and niilitaiiy view, the former of which he 
had delended by the example of the pre- 
'decessors of the late ministers, and the 
, latter he had vindteated by a comparison 
with the uiea'.urus of their successors. He 
did not, however, nie:tn to impute any 
hlame to the right lion. gent, lor having 
■departed from the declaration with which 
^.^Jhe had set out. The right huu. gviit. was, 
undoubtedly, warranted in his wi.sli to hear 
the opinion of some of his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters upon this .subject. 'Ih'c light lion, 
gent, had jiistiiitd his own and his col¬ 
leagues’ conduct towards the Porte ujion 
aub.sisting treaties, luid particulaily ih<U ot 
the triple alliance, anii upon the.se he 
grounded the right of interfereiwc by an 
armed mediation. If any genlleman'would 
iiut look into the treaty itself, *ile would 

E erceivc that the argument of the right 
on. gent, could not be' sustained. 'I'lie 
.triple alliance treaty bad been concluded 
jn 1798, and had reference to the sitnatioii 
^and existing circumstances o^ tliccontiact- 
'!ogparties, all equally at war with France 
lat period. 'Fhe treaty had in it a sti- 
.■‘pttlation, limiting its operation to eight 
after which it was to undergo a 
.'television, and such alterationas the re.spcc- 
circumstances of the dillcrcnt countries 
'might then render necessary ; and that 
the treaty had been understood, even in 
this country, to have refertiice ro the cx- 
i^ng situation of the cunti'actuig parties, 
he believed that proofs were not W'auting. 
^e preamble of the treaty expressly 
atated the^circuinstances to which it ap¬ 
plied aim,could the right hon. gent, 
mean to assert, that a treaty negotiated 
with a view to existing hostilities in which 
All tlie parties were engaged, and followed, 
not by a joint peace, but by separate pi(- 
Cificatiom of each of these parties, must | 
necessarily survive ? Or, did he mean to' 
•ay, thgt Had it terminated with the war, it 
jyas necessarily to be revived on the re¬ 
newal of another vv’ar, into whi£h any J 
nf the parties might afterwards enter? ' 
If that were his viewp it was coinradictcd 
by the facts; because that had im* 
been the understanding of any of the 
parties, nor had the treaty ever bean 
•o acted upoh. 4jreat BAtain^ renewed 
the war with France in 1803, but did 
Russia or did Turkey then go to war } The 
right'hon. gent, said, tliat the treaty con¬ 
tinued daring the peace ; but had G. Bri¬ 
tain called upon either Russia or tiie Porte 
to join her in the war ? Did the right hon. 


gent, therefore, mean to say, that this 
treaty, so concluded with reference to ex¬ 
isting circumstances, cunk under the 
peace, and ro.se again, mt at <*• cc bUl'Iil 
liiieediiiereiit times, and l-rthree diftereiil 
parts .> If they looked 'lito the body of 
tlic treaty, tluy W'ould finsl no better sup¬ 
port for the ai gunient of the right hon. 
gent. 'Hitt treaiy contained a stipulation 
guaranteeing the integrity of the Turkish 
dominions, as they were previous to the 
iiivusion of ligypf by the French. On 
this treaty the late ministers justified their 
mea.surcs for the conservation of Fgypt by 
the capture of Alexandria. 11c would nut 
>ltny that there might cases in which it 
would be j’lutitiable to make war upon a 
power that was in alliance ^lefore. He 
would not pretend to deny tlH t we might 
, have had a right to call upoiij"'»’-'’*>y to 
fulfil the defonsive alliance with us : hut 
then, after the lapses and laches which 
had taken place, we had no right to call 
upon this power for the fulfilment of that 
treaty. 'The right hon. gent, had asserted, 
that the refusal of the passage of the Dar¬ 
danelles to the Russians had given to this 
country a right to assume an armed medi¬ 
ation ; but as the passage was given by a 
siibsequcid: coiiveiilion, to which this coun¬ 
try was nut a party, we had no right, in 
virtue of an anterior treaty, to insist upon 
the fullilment of that convention to which 
vve were not a party ; at least no writer 
upon the law of nation', that he had ever 
read, had laid down such a doctrine, lie 
admitted that the lute iuiiii.ster.s had shewn a 
disposition to conciliate llussia. But, how¬ 
ever desirable it might be tu make liU.ssia 
believe wx did not susiiccl her design upon 
the Port*', we should not precipitate our¬ 
selves into hostilities with Turkey, so com¬ 
menced and so conducted us the war had 
been begun and conducted by tlic late 
ministers. When we did intcrfeix, it 
ought to have been done in a manner 
that would not have given the Porte rea¬ 
son tu susjiect the .sincerity of our viewx, 
nor Russia a right ^o charge us with not 
having interfered n.s wc ought; and 
must have expected we should not com¬ 
mence an interference by an expedition 
for our ojvn advantage. He had not been 
in the house when die right hon. gent, 
began his speech, but he understood the 
right hon. gent, to have .said, that no de¬ 
mand had been made by Russia for troopsj 
but he could assure the rig^t fibi^. geijt. 
that a demand had been transn)Sti;ed tfom 
Bt. Pctersbuig for a conslderable^bodji'df 



Iroops; so that this was not so novel a part 
of the question as the right h'on. gen^i re¬ 
presented. ITie right hon. gent, had com- 
""-Jm fflt ed upon a Aote of M. Sebastiani, and 
the dispar«}l»e 9 .^'lord Howick. ' He could 
not be suspecied of being pailial to the 
productions of The eneinv, but certainly 
no one could * read lord Howick’s dis¬ 
patches, without perceiving that he went 
great lengths to direct an af-med inter- 
f'eaence to defeat the ascendancy *)f French 
counsels at the Portae. Notwithstanding 
the declaration of the right hon. gent, 
that he would abstain from recrimination, 
he had done upon this, as had been inva¬ 
riably done upon every other occa«^^ 
when this rautten was mentioned in tnfu 
house—^macle it the ground of condem¬ 
nation against the present government. 
The intercrcncc at Copenhagen was not 
niol^’Jifc'&isive in principle than this was» 
Here a force was sent to bombard tlie ca¬ 
pital, not of a neutral, but of an ally; to 
burn the capital of a power whom we had 
taken an oath to protect. If you wish for 
war, enter into a definitive all’ancc ; if 
you want to strip a power of part of its 
territories, enter into a stipulation to gua¬ 
rantee the integrity of its possessions ! 
Here was the affair at Copenhagen jiusti- 
fied ; in this had the preseilt ministers an 
acquilt.il from all the charges that had 
been made upon them with respect to that 
Expedition. If titcy could only be able 
to lay upon the table a copy of a treaty of 
defensive alliance with Denmark, the cases 
would be parallel, except that the Danish 
expedition was crowncil with success, 
whilst the Ollier was attended with de.f<5at 
and disgrace; tlic calculation of the pro¬ 
portion lietweeu the means and the end 
being .such as only to secure discomfiture. 
—^The right hon. secretary then proceedid 
to quote several pas.sagcs from lord IIovv- 
ick’s dispatches, to shew that the doctrines, 
they contained exactly corresponded with 
the principles upon which the Danish lix- 
podition had been .so justly uhdertaken 


and so successfully cxecufccl. It*was im-s portaat. They might ^lave taken the ,. 


possible that the Turkish fleet, passing the 
Dardanelles and the straights of Gibraltar, 
should attack any of thejiritisii possessions. 
On the contrary, the Danish fleet might. 
If once launched with a hostile view, be on 
our shores without a moment’s notice. An 
intervention to procure, by pacific means, 
the arran^ment desired by Russia, h§ did 
not con^mn; but to intenere first by mc- 
tiace. afterwards by violence, violence 
uadequate ami unsuccessful, was what he 


did condemn. It was knowrii that the p| 
sage of the Dardanelles would befegardl^, 
as an act of hostility ; at lea$t4t Was quiHi| 
as natural to suppose that the approach 
Copenhagen, the landing of troops« .a^‘; 
the investment* of that capital, would 
receivod without resistanfce, or witlrc^'^^ 
feeling of hostility, as that the passage’ll; 
the Dardanelles, and the appearance , 
fore Constantinople in a hostile attitudi^.V 
would be viewed by tlic Turks with calm-; ) 
ness and indifleroncc. The estimate of 
the strength^of the castles, and the ap¬ 
pointment of the British force, shewed 
clearly that there was an idea that the ob¬ 
ject of the expedition was likely to be re¬ 
garded as hostile, and to be met with re¬ 
sistance. But, it was said the expeditioit 
appeared before Constantinople pureljr'' 
for Ru^ian objecjls. The restoration of 
the Hoipodars was a Russian object; but 
how was it demanded by the British com-' 
mander ? With the alternative of rivi 
up the Turkish fleet! If the fleet hau bi 
given up, could the restoration of the Hosf 
podars be still insisted upon ? And ifp^ 
w’as nut insisted upon, and the IkriCimr, 
force came oft'vyith the Turkish fleet 
pocket, what would become of our atte^'^ 
lion’to the iuteje.st3 of Russia?— 
much as to the justice of the expeditidn. ; 
Now, as to the policy, he would conhspd * 
that the Russians ought to have been 
duced ^y all means to concentrate tlleit^^ 
whole force against the most powerful f 
dangerous enemy, Buonaparte, and •qpt'^-' 
have wesdfened it hy uiiprofitalilc schcanj^;-: 
upon Turkey. That ought to have 
our policy also. There, as the 'fer'^, 
the inadequacy of it was such, thSt if 
T. I/>uis had not come awav as Cxpe- . 
ditiuusly as he had dune, nis 
would have been totally cut olK 
ccssity of having a body of troths 
also laid down by the naval coramandera. 

It was asked, w'hat the troops could have 
done ? They could have taken smd held 
Le.stos,castle, which was tenable and ink* 


castle of Abydos, and destroyed it. The^ 
towers did great (femage to the Briti^'" 
%hips in their return ; and the admiral 
said, that if another week had been allowed, 
ttf prepare the defenep, the squadron could 
not possibly have rc^nc(f. It was asked, 
what could 5 or (iOOO British troops iiave 
done, when ^’lonstantinople had 200,000 
men of military age among its inhabitants? 
They nyght have destroyed tie castld of 
Abydos by a coup de mam, and they 
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l|\eld the castle of Lestos, where the 
20Q/X)0 nimi horn Constantinople could 
not have ^<H at them But the tloops wtte 
tu 'Vlcximhia to commit a double 
l^ach ut alhani e, and to jncui i double 
i&i I re. Hi did not tlimk 50()0 men (ould 
achieve mu iclcs hi could haidly con¬ 
ceive that 50()0mtn (oul i op» n i commu- 
l(U(,aUoit Irom t lull to l{iuuos7\vi( s, oier 
the bi.ci)( St iid 111(1 t impi K tic tbli moun¬ 
tains in the lioild , bat ht did think thi^ 
might hivedtstioyiil ouehmillcas U by '* 
coup ih in nil iiid t iken and t^i Id niothi i 
in yyiiK ii n > itl u k < ould ii im Ik cn ni idi 
on them - Ik uii ins}sUd on tlu iiisd- 
fuit IK y oi the gioimds of Ik I xpe ditioii ui 
point oi justice ind polu y, tin made (juk y 
otthchici cnploycd, ind tin inidntss 
oi SLudinii iiitihltiy loice to secuiCtaie- 
treat The icluin ui Lthi tioo|Uj. sent to 
Alcxandii i set tici a pirtoftlu foic( in 
hicily, yyhuh was biought to (iibraltii 
With a view to eo-opeiato in s( r min ^ the 
retieat ot the royal iiniily o( Poitu^il 
fvom Lisbon, but th it Object f ns hnppily 
^fiected without the necessity of employ- 
them He defended hunscU and Ins 
tColleagpies iium taking a torn arc! pirtm 
this discussion Ik did not stc whit 
l^actieal benefit could I'osult fiom i cen- 
eurq on persons who wcie no longir in his 
jntyesty^s councils , and he thought it 
ifVQ^ld be injuiious to haveon the JournnN, 
a tcsulution tefli cting on the h mutar ot the 
Cnuntiy. Jf avuti ot censure was pioposid 
l^amst mniisteis m oiFice, supposed to b w e 
misconducted thcmschis the passing ot 
tim lesolution might had to the removal 
pi l|iO!»e nirtiislcis ^0 prulical object 
^eu\g likely fo be ansneud by the pic cut 
motion, nncl the injuiious and implensant 
consequent IS Im hid idvcrtcd to hemp 
i likely to nisc tion (he lecoiding ot suen 
ttesolut onson tin Journals, he tiuiujhthc 
i^ould best discinigi Ins duty by moving 
the oi del of the day 

JVIi ^Hmdham observed, tint gcntle- 
semi d to < unsidei a tie ity is b»nding, 
notwithstanding any change ot ciuum- 
atancLS that might irise Now, he con- 
sideied that a tic ity yvas only* binding 
as to what was within the jiuiyiew m 
. thatticaty; a fiiend might, for instance, 
become out very wcist cneuy by change 
of cneiinistances it to be %upposech 

theft, that under eveiy circumstance, or 
whatcvii might be the evnduet of th( 
pover to which we weie allied, we were 
Btill to aiKiere to it as farmly asiif it not 
only fulfilled the letter and tlie spiiit oi the 


treaty, hut as li it hat) gone fiarthH’y as if 
tt bf'il proceeded to the ntmost stictch of 
honour, wete we still to Jook upon them 
with att eye of ineiidshiL wh^p 
( onvinted, not only ot tfto,, »8W e ot the 
|)ow( r, but oi till ir attachraj^nt to the cause, 
of the enemy > 'Ihe lettijrs of admiril 
l^uis and sii 1 Duekvvuith informed the 
govLimnenl thatfoici w is necessary, and 
that tilIV thiML, (Itjictided upon prompti¬ 
tude H( woo'd, tluic^oK, It lie it to inv 
oflnir, whetlRi it w nild lint been politic 
to havt ‘lily weed and h it the troops be¬ 
hind The question w is to be ditided 
upon the puiieiplfs *>t ,tiKi il policy, and 
\i\i m All m ^utneiitim ndkmimm, and 
hi ninnt 'iicd, that thfii wi nothing, 
cithei in the piiiriplc oi utioy, oi the ai- 
langitnetit oi the j I in, whit U^hid been 
'itlcinplcd to be ciiiiiioytrlid , "^.was^rfiot 
^hilefoic, to be judge 1 ot, tioiif wh it fol¬ 
lowed, instead ot iioin what prt ceded, the 
ti insac tion 

Colonel /food endc ivouroJ sMcnnoiislv 
to impress the house with an idea of the 
impolii y of the me ism e 

Hit qutsiioiiwa thill loudly called fot, 

I and, liter i shot! reply iiom jMi lay- 
loi, tin quts ion, that ilu othii ordeis he 
now It id, was put and earned without a 
division. 

noUsl OF [ORDS. 

Monday, Mmj 2'J 

[Mypi iAr,r iNiiLMNiiy Biii } On the 
motion ot the bi hop of LxeUr, the honsi 
went into 1 committee on the Bill ioi ren- 
deiing valid eeitam Maiiiagcs solcmai/cd 
111 eeitani eliuithts and ilnpcls wheir 
bands could not k„a!ly be published 'Fhi 
blank foi the diy up to which such niai- 
iiagts arc to bo legal, was filled up with 
the 2J(I of August, 1 SOS 

Lord ftiJiHlalc thought the elinse fox 
indemnify Iiig the eleigy men solemnizing 
such mariiages objcctionibk, though he 
should iiqf; oppose it upon the present oc- 
cision , An mtimition ot in intention to 
oppose su( h ehnses in iutuie might per¬ 
haps have the ilhet ot pi eventing the so- 
Icniuizition of these main iges 

The Arehbisliop of CaiKnbuiy observed, 
th it the necessity for these bills arose out 
of the veiy diflbient piovisions which ap¬ 
plied to ilifierciit churches and chapels, 
m some of whic h tnariiages wqi'e allowed 
to hki solemnized and in others not From 
the previous habits of clerjymls^, many 
of them could not be supposed to be ac¬ 
quainted with these legat distinctions, and 
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were thus lusintentionally led to solemnize 
illegHl juarriagt-s. Another cause *also 
arose out of a clause in the Marriage act 
«n the ijst reign, which declared 
all marria^''‘legal that were solemnized 
in any churth^or rhapel in which bans 
svere not thci^published. Tins was the 
great cau*.e of these illegal marriages being 
aoleinniacd, many clcigymet^ not being 
aware of the distinction. He was afraid 
ntf cllcctual remedy could be ap])lied, al- 
tliough every mean*# would be used for 
that purpose, unless the legislaliirt were 
to make a geiK'ial enai tiiient, declaring in 
what chai'clie.s and chapeLs iiiaiiiages 
should now be lemilly solemnized. 

Loid itofcsda^^hoiight the suggestion 
might be tairied into effect, by means oi 
a clause ir^*llic pie''ent hill. 

Otford tCMik an oppor¬ 
tunity cii•auoitiou'ng the abuses that wcie 
piaclised with* respect to the jmblication 
oi bans, by inc*aiis ui [larties takini; a licti- 
tioiis lodging in a parish different from 
that in w inch they resided, and having the 
b ms there published. He knew of many 
veryimpiopei marriages which had taken 
plaCv in coiiscquenc-e of this almse, which 
lu had in vain endc* ivourecl to remedy. 

'I he Loid (y/AHCt/Zor observed that it was 
the opinion of loid I'hurlow, that the 
clerg) m.m in such a case might be indict¬ 
ed for a fempoial oileiico, it being the 
meaning ot the law that the bans should 
be puhlishctl in the parish where the par¬ 
ties cl weir, audit also being the duty of 
the clergyman to make inquiry as to 
that lact; altliougli such marriages, being 
ill themselves legally solemnized, were 
undoubtedly good. 

Alter some lunher conversation, it was 
agreed to postpone the report till an 
amendment suggested by the lord chan¬ 
cellor, to conqiel the registeis of these 
chmehes and rhapeU to liaiisniit diipli-*| 
cates of the registry to the ordinary should 
be prepared. Ihe house resumed, and 
the repoi t w as ordei ed to be received oii^ 
Wednesday. 

■ I V-i I 

110l/:iE OF COMMONS, 

Mondayf May 23. 

[Romvn Catholic Peti'iion.] Mr. 
Crattan presented the following*Pctition: 

The humble Petition of the Roman Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland, whose names are 
hereunto subscribc'd, on beh«lf of 
t^Disehres, and of others, his ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects professing the Roman 
Catholic religion: 




SheWeth ; •• That yoor i 

set forth in their humble Petiti^> pteis 
ed to this honourable houae cm the 
March ] ti05, are, by divers statotC^ i 
of force within,this realm, rendered 
to many incapanties and restriciionsi'i 
imposdl) upon any other description ofH 
majesty’s subjects : That your pelttioilL. 
with confidence assert, anci the ussertkm I ,, 
supported by the testimony of many ci^ 
able.st senatoi s and w iscst statesmen wNii^ y 
the empire could ever boast, that tbeie'l|'\ 
nothing iii^hcir conduct as subjects,' Iw ' 
their tenets as Christians, which ought id* 
cli>>qnaliry them from enjoying eqbal 
vilegc's with his majesty’s other 8^l>jee^k^- 
aiid they beg leave to state, that they^dq^ 
not yield to any class of persons, in 
tiojic^e attachment to his sccrecl pbHMli^ 
and family, in due* obedience to the la^^ ^ 
and in just pn*dllection for the Britis^j^ 
Cuiistitulioii:—^'I’hat at the present perioetk"' 
vvhic h rc'quires all the energies of the sta^ 
and the e\citioiis of an united 
your pctitiAicrs c-onceivc that they caiii 
offer a stronger proof of their loyalty, 
by humbly I eprescnting to this lionoOtqMnv/, 
liouse their earnest wish to be aitogbt^r ' 
committed with their country, ancT rei^/ 
stated in a full ahd complete enjc>yii|^‘ 
of the English goveinment and 
For your Petitioners bog leave respabifiHly* , 
to submit to this honourable house, ihiM 
the roi^titution-of England is the grcitf 
charter of this land, ancl inheritance 
dutiful and faithjjil subjects of his majesty.' 
The cdhstitution which the ancestors 
some of us aacepted, when they submittcil 
to the crown, and on the iSXh 0f which 
the ancestors of others passed over, and 
fected their settlement in Ireland, was, that 
they should participate in the laws and 
Jiberties of Knglana. Many confessing 
of his majesty’s royal progenitors^ and k* 
pcated nets of parliament confirmed the 
invaluable ble&sing ; it has had t;he sUnc- 
tion of an establishment of six himdr^ 
years^ whilst the privations, of which iro 
complain, are but the innovation of a eCti- ^ 
tury; from that innovation we appeal {ft 
^this enfightened age, to the wisdom ahH * 
justice of thoic august bodies, in whose 
hands are the fate and fortune's of the Em-* 
pirei^wc apfieal a^nst*acts, repugnant 
to the se'nse and hal^ of Englishmen a^ 
to tlie genius of the English constitution'; 
against preoedents, not entitled, ffom thft 
circumstances in which they vrarc fomm^, 
to be yhinortal. We were exmuded fitoia 
our franchises, when the tumult of dvl3 








,<;,Di^ ^ scarcely been appeased j whilst the letter, no degree of rank, virtue, or 
^J^j^imosities they produced were recent; merit, can exempt an Irish Catholic from 


S ;^^'at the close of the convulsions inciden* being considered ait object of suspicion : 
''w(;te a widely extended revolution of pro* and several of the most^stima hlp 
3fefly : we were- exclude^ at a moment,' leges, and advantages ol^<w^*Covem- 
?^hen the settlement was precarious and uient, to which they ougip' to consider 
which time and habit, the cx- themselves entitled, are rendered, with 
of all other claims, common prin- respect to them, inoperative :—In calling 
^gwles of obedience, and common interests, your attention to their situation, your Pc- 
now conferred all the validity of un- titioiiers beg leave to assure this honour- 
^I^Stipned and immutable establishment: able house, that they are actuated iu«.re 
^rYour petitioners further beg leave to re- as Irishmen, than as> Catholics; and less 
to the attention of this\<honourable innucnced by a partial interest, as a reli- 
)otee, that we do not pay the penalty, gious description, than by an interest truly 
Mither is the blame imputed to us, of an public and national, intimately connected 
Itoovating or capricious temper. We V^t’t the welfare of this country, and the 
lave not revolted from any institutions, prosperity of the wh4« Empire; your 
%bk‘h challenged our obedience. We Petitioners bemg fully convinced, both 
adhered to the tradition of our facers, from history and experience, thlt however 
|me immemorial usage of the lamb We religious distinctiohs may hav\..snp])!ied 
wpfess a t'cligion compatible with the & pretext, a spirit of political iJiSiupoly 
'^rin of government under which we are has been the actuating principle of civil 
placed ; accommt.'dated to the .spirit, and dissension, and of that unhappy national 
$^ear to the feelings of the great and grow- inisunderstandingwhieli has syilong injuicd 
majority of our country J a religion the character and lessened the value of 


SM^Ch the existing incapacities do not this island; —For your Petitioners are 
l^ipa calculated, and are probably not ex- strongly impressed with the. conviction, 
to suppress; for it has been deemed, that the contiimancc of the disqualifying 
^ ^ considerable degi’ec, to merit public law's is not only incompatible with the 
l^cpuragement and prot<*<:tion:—^Yoiirpe- freedom and happine.ss of the great body 
racers do then most humbly state, that of tlie Irish people, and detrimental to the 
W^y'i'fe excluded from many of the most re.sourscs of the State ; but as it is calcu- 
wijportaintoifices of trust, power, and emo- latcd to damp the ardour and divert the 
jl^eht in their country,; whereby they attention of the nation to partial interests 
degraded below the condition of their and party di.sstnsions, from measure of 
subjects, even of the meanest class, general security, may eventually prove 
iidd stigmatised as aliens and strAigcrs in injurious to the strength and stability of 
J&tr native land:—in the immediate the Empire:—^Your Petitioners, wit!) a 
wb^.ia^tlMtf'cxclusion, no.less than four- deep sense of gratitude, acknowledge that 
of the inhabitants of Ireland arc in- they arc indebted to the wisdom and libe- 
^olvCid, formed into a distinct people, and rality of the parliament of Ireland, and to 
«^^Nreased in all their classes and grada- the paternal interposition of his Majesty, 
pF^»nk, of opulence and industry; in for the removal ol many of the disabilities 
.^ery sitoatiun of life does this degrading and incapacities under which they la- 
.P^rtority exist, and its influence reaching > houred ; and they refer, with confidence 
profession, to even the peaceable in the justice of their cause, to the solemn 
.^mspjts of indostry and commerce:— and memorable duclaration of the Irish 
the remote,«but no less sensible con- legislature ; That from the uniform 
vjil^tiehibes, extend to the remaining popu- ' and peaceable behaviour of the Roman 
j^tinnoftha land, distmeting his majesty’s Catholics of Ireland'for a long scries of 
fileople with disquietude anil jealotisv, and years, it appeared reasonable and expe- 

____* _i_.1:__1 :_ 


labwtutiog,^' insiduous system of mono-* dirnt to relax the disabilities and inen- 
''llhty on thp't!^ hand,and privation on the pacities under which they labour, and that 
I- trivxl cstaUished orders it must tbnd not only to the cultivation 
srthpWlntarypraietrse ani^ and improvement of this hingdoin, but to 
dOi^'I>rinci|>lda of the English Constitu- the prosperity and strength of all his rna- 
taoiiji^And your. Petitionersifurther hum- jest 3 i >8 dominions, that h is maje*sty’s sub- 
h^K^iiphratt that from the prejudice gene- jects of all denominations should enjoy 
jtepd' 0 ltd fostered by this discriitunating the blessings of a free conAitulira, and 
the spirit of the laws ootstlipping should be bound to each oUier by mutual 




interisst and mutual afiection. And your 
Petitioners most solemnly 'declare* that 
they do not se^ or wish in any way to 
iiijun. v.'fljicr^cli upon the rights, privi¬ 
leges, possess'ons, or revenues, appertain¬ 
ing to the bishops and clergy of the Pro 
testant Bcligian, as by law established, or 
to the churches committed to their charge, 
or to any of them; tlie extent of their 
hpmbic supplication being, that they be 
governed by,the same laws, and rendered 
capable of the same‘civil and military of¬ 
fices, franchises, rewards, and honours, as 
their fellow subjects of every other religi¬ 
ous dcnoiiiin'ation: — May it thcrefoKp 
please this honopphle house to take Jitto 
Its consideration the slututes, penal and 
restrictive, now ullecting the Catholics ol 
Ireland, ,<md to admit, them to the full 
rit of those privileges which every 
Briton regards as his best inheritance ; 
and which your Petitioners must liuiTibly 

i iresnmc to, seek, as the brethren of Eng¬ 
lishmen and* co-heirs of the Constitution; 
And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.” 

Mr. Gratt-an gave notice that he W'ould, 
on Wednesday, move for a Committee to 
lake the .said Petition into consideration. 

Mr. Montagu Blatlhew then presented 
tinother Petition to the same cllect, from 
the Catholics ol' the county of I'ipperary, 
which was also ordered to lie on the fable. 

tSuoAH DisTiLCATioN.] Mr. Cokc pre¬ 
sented a Petition Irom the land-owners and 
occupiers of land in Norfolk, against the 
Sugar Distillation.—('olonel Bullock pre¬ 
sented a Petition from certain land-owners 
and occupiers of land, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Colchester, against the Sugar Dis¬ 
tillation.—Admiral Harvey presented- a 
petition from tlie owners and occupiers of 
land in the neighbourhood of Rumfordi in 
.liissex, against the Sugar Distillation. All 
which w’cre referred to the Committee. 

Lord Bmnin<f then moved, that the house 
should resolve itself into a Committee of 
the whole house, to consider further of the 
Report which, upon the 13th day*of April 
last, was made from the Committee ap¬ 
pointed to enquire and report how far, and 
under wl>at circumstances, it may be prac¬ 
ticable and expedient to confine the Dis¬ 
tilleries of the united kingdom,fOr of any 
part of the united kingdom, to the use of 
Sugar and Molasses only; and also what 
other pm^ision ciui be made for the relief 
of the Growers of Sugar in the B/itish 
West -Vfflia colonies. 

. ‘jMir., Cdkc could not let .slip any oppor- 
iutiity o^oppositfg a measure so mischievous 


ias he considei^ the pi^eehi 
object of the committee had 
' out a mode of relief for tim ^ 
planters; but now the ground w»r|| 
and the sugar distillation was feconti^ 
as nei;essary in the aqtual state of tl^t 
try. lie reflected with the.hji^eet,,^ 
sure upon the speech of the Irish 
cel lor of the exchequer upon 
ject; a more solid, a more ronstitii^i^ 
speech, could nhl.have beeja|delive»'ed,| 
thanked him for it, and was*convince|l 
deserved j/ne thanks of his countiy. 
ground on which the English channel) 
of the exchequer argued the ca^, fi» J 
substitution was, that the price of i 
was high, and that there were appi;el 
sions of a scarcity. Both these pro| 
tionS he denied. The present pridt^ 
corn {Vtis no mord than a rcmuneratiOltjt 
the farmer, considering the failure of 'J 
beans. There was no scarcity; nor 
ground of apprehension of a scarcity; th| 
why was jyich a proposition held out, 
a needless alarm created ? If the lat^ 
interest were left to themselves, theys^d 
be able to supply the country, 
the money expended for foreign cb.i^f,;!!| 
had been well oJ:)srrved, that till P 
tcrference of government with 
law.s, we had always been an exp^| 
country; but when that intrrferenitrier,| 
place, began to import. It w^; 
duty of the chancellor of the exebt^^ 
therefore to give every encouragerb/^^^ 
the landed interest, instead' of supi>qrl^ 
a proposition injurious to them. 'fW 
memror then referred to sQl^ral 
the evidence in the report^ to slfeiV ifc 
in the opittion of several of the most c6i3^< 
potent witne.sscs examined by the 
mittee, the measure was not expedl^^ 
,wilh a view to the relief of the. Weatt’r 
diaii planters, or on account of aiiy i^ 
grounds for the apprehension of a scarcii^ 
iVIr. Chalmer.s, chief clerk to tholori^* 
the committee of privy coutidl for ^ 
consiifcration of trade ‘and colonial mil 
tors, being asked vidicther, exclusive, 
any coi^ideration ef the situation of 
West Indian planters, he saw any 
why parliament should interfere to ms^i^ 
our resource^ for grgin ? replii^, that ^ 
did not, see any rjjion why pariiaiildc^ 
should interpose, as this might caii^. 
alarm, and so produce *tbe Cvil suppos^i 
Mr. C. Scott* said, t^at if thti distillei^ 
were restrained from the use of^arley 
the crop, and that crop should 
abundant, there would be a very mala 
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,ii^ price. The hon. member stated, 
harf Iftiei's from Norfolk, reprc- 
tting tliaf there was every appearance 
an abuiidaiit crop of barley. If thi.s 
^dd be iiyured by the rain, there nould 
a great deal of^blaik barley, which 
lid be ujed in no way but in the*diatil- 
Mr. Kent, land-surveyor, being 
whether heihoughi barley necessaiy 
L,tl»e mode of croppuiif in Morfolk, s.ncl 
lie cojibiderctl tin* cultivation of bar'e y 
” M jfonobt nK^ssary to the existence of Nor- 
^Ik. Norfolk, the hon. nienibdl reimrked, 
'.‘Mght be con'itdt ted as the granary ot iiiig- 
‘ k^d for barley, and could not be injureil 
iJifrithunt m.iteiial iiijuty to the whole king- 
''doni. Mr.Kent being a.ked, whether .uiv 
'^^stitutesfoi barley could be found to aii- 
, MVer the purpose equally w’ell, answeied. 
Certainly not; for fttts wouhUoe the 
most obvioiis sub.stitute, and tlx in 1 con- 
^aider to be one of the most exha'isting of 
erops; they rob the grass seed, atnl 
.Y^ltimately injure the wheat crops,” Tlie 
||pa. member observed, that a \ ist nnin- 
' of cattle were fed on the giains m the 
si^^llcries, and .sent to the London maiket, 
murcc of .supply which would be lost in 
event of tlic snbstilulion. 'i'here was 
Other most iin])ortant point, w hich was 
oght forw'ard in the evidence of JNIr. 
^_yfinnan; which wa.s, that in the event of 
g..considerable depression In the price of 
j|(%rloy, a great part of the land iii'Noi folk 
impd be Icil uncultivated, and fall hack to 
jlta pristine state. Mr. Elw an’s evidence 
also went to shew, that in the event of a 
'm flte price of barley, a smaller noni- 
of iabtflucrs would be employed by 
farmer; and a portion of his land, be- 
&rQ allotted to grain, must be left iti grass. 
**., 7^0 honourable member ne.\t adverted 
||t,the great qu.mtities of wheat and b'li- 
brought from Norfolk to the London 
jparket; and the great injury that would 
arise, n^t only to that county, but to the 
> Vk^lo kingdom, from any diseoui-agcmcnt 
4^ thp agricultufle of Norfolk. Ik* con- 
elud^d by opposing the motion for the 
apeaker’-s leaving the ,chair. He thought 
it best to oppose the measure in this stage 
if it went into a committee, almost the 
\wbole sessioli might be occupied in dis- 
'fljussion, and beAiug^^ounsulbnthe various 
®e^tjoii8. ‘ , 

■„ Mr, Rose w'ould wish the house to take 
tWithis question upon a mucliVider ground 
ifyni tbe i|ou. gentlemen who opposed it 
MBined to do. That the WeV Iqdia 
bad made out tbeir cas^ Nobody i 
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who read the report could deny. It ap* 

J carid from that, that several estates in 
amaica had been .abandoned, and that 
others were likely to be a1 
some relief was alKirded 
trade. It should not be foi 
West Indian possessions o 
yielded an income of between eight aiul 
nine millioi^s, .spent in this country; that 
the revenue in riistoms, excise, &c. on 
West In ban produre, ainouutcd to fA'e 
niiliiuns and a half'annually ; that the 
West Indian trade employed one-third of 
the shipping of the country; and that 
Biit.sh inaiiufactiii'os to the amount of si^ 
l^t^ions wen* consumed in the West Indian 
inuiket. 11 the cominiflec hail been first 
appcdiited, lie Iia-l api'.rehensions that if the 
laniK d gent'emeu took a narrow\^icw of the 
que'^tion, it would hot be easy tcnjjj‘j;v.,U’‘* 
hiea-iure into efii'ct. But a*, he dm not im- 
|)utc till’ opposition of these gentlemen to 
any luurow views of advantage to tliem- 
<-C‘lves, he was not without hope that they 
w’oiild vi^w the matter in another light; 
and that a provision to prohibit the dis¬ 
tillation from corn till barley should sink 
to any given price, and then to allow it 
to he Used in disiilleiics till it rose to a 
certain price, would lie considered as a 
siijTicient security for thiir interests, and 
induce lliciu to acquiesce in the measure. 
This was the bi st mode of relieving the 
West India merchants, whom every body 
allowed to be in a situation requiring lelicf. 
No person but the late ehancellor of the 
exrheipier for Ireland had suggested any 
other remedy, viz. by loweiing the duties 
I sugar; but that right honourable hato- 
iiet must have l>i*en aware, that the last 
addition of three .shillings per cwt. lu.d 
been laid oil by the late administration. 
About 400,000 quarters of malt were coii- 
suined in the distilleiies, and three millions 
and a half in the breweries; 'and if it was 
not for the iinpioveinenl in science, the 
quantity of barley coii.suracd in the brew- 
ciies w’ould be double what it was. It 
ap[ieaicd that this country iniporied to 
the amount of 700,000 quarters of com 
annually; and though he thanked Hod 
that he had no apprehension of a scarcity, 

J ret he thought they ought to be appre- 
lensive ol' the rise that might take place 
in the price of bread. A right hon. gent, 
had said on a fornier night, that tliis m^a- 
sureiivould be a violation of the act of union; 
and that they ought iiol, und^ thei^einpta- 
tion of an immediate conveuienee, to sus¬ 
pend the provisions of that act. No jnaa 
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^inore anxiously than himself wisher^ that 
the articles of union between the two 
countries should'be preserved ftoin viola¬ 
tion, so far. as the principles of ge^d faith 
required j but why was it necessary to 
adhere to the leUer of these ailicles, in 
Opposition to "a measure of great public 
utility ? all that was asked of Ireland was, 
that at a period of great (listrdl^s to a valu- 
aljle part of bis mojiisty's subjects, whilst 
this country with a, view to their relief 
suspended the distillation from corn, ire- 
land should sOspeud its export of spirits 
to this country. The riglit hon. gciil. 
tlicn recapitulated his various arguniept\ 
and concluded w jih expressing a ho)H!, ti’Ait 
the measure in the guarded siiape he had 
suggested-i would he acceded to. 

yir ly./tV. ll'ynne allsiwcd tlic distress of 
India I’lantcrs and IMerchaiil!*, 
and would lje«iready to give them relief in 
any other way than this. He liad sug¬ 
gested for that jmrposc a reduclion of the 
duty on sm h sugar as should be employed 
in the feeding of cattle. 13ut,*whilst lie 
was aii.xious to ailord relief to tlic West 
Indies, he could not consent to such a 
measure as the present, which would 
piess exclusively on the landed iiiti-rcst. 
The present j;rlcc of harh y was not 
extraordinary, corisidi ring tlie slioitnc-.s 
of the last crop. I'or these reasons he 
should oppose the Spe.:^ker’s leaving the; 
Chair. 

Mr. Barham rose and said —Mr. Speak¬ 
er; Having been a pretty diligent incin- 
ber of tills commiUce ; having concurred 
in the report and the measure origiuuliy 
recommended in it; liaviug also, thongli 
with much less satisfaction to my own 
mind, acceded to the uu'asure attervvards 
proposed ; I was very desirous to oiler my 
opinion on ilie subject, when it was 
under discussion ; and I was tlie more unx-, 
ious to obtain your notice, becauno it so 
happened, that not one of this lahuiious 
committee had an opportiinity to viu.li- 
catc their report, excepting intleed iinc» 
honourable meinbci\w’ho spcji.e very sl.crl- 
,Jy at the bcginiiiiig of the deimtf, and an 
honourable friend of mine, who obtained 
something like a hearing when the Iioum; 
was exhausted, and v'ould no 1 «ng(;r com¬ 
mand its attention to a speech which, at a 
ntore auspicious momciu, could not. have 
failed tor make the deepest iinprosdoii.— 
Sir 



, this subject presents itself in 
- 


two 


* Frdm the- original edition, printed for 
*Ji'Sto()kdaIe, I^iccadiliy. 
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distinct points of view.—FlM'lw 
of domestic economy ; and Jjlfe we ha 
to enquire merely whether the 
the country be such as to demand 
surrs of precaiflion in regard to its ^ 
of corn ; «nd if that were found to be‘,t|S 
ease, wlidlier the present measure 
lit one for the purpose.—INext it should' 
rei arded as a measure of relief to the 
lonii's; and then the e-ntjuiiy wdU 
w hetlier 1 lie eoloj^ies nc<‘d relief’ f whetlwijf'' 
as a niailernf policy in regard to our 
intere,-.t, ujm as a iiiatter of ju-stice in 
gard to their claims, relief should' 
granted } and finally, whether, if 
gnmled, this mnde of relief be the 
advantageous to I hem, and least incorit^ 
iiivnt to ourselves ?—Tirst then, as to 
doiTiJsiie ([uoslion in regard to our supfil’#' 
of corn. • I am aware, sir, of the delicacW 
of this subjet t.—1 know how very und®''; 
sii in!e such discussions aiv w Immi they 
Ik* avoid, d, and I am fully sensible of tlpf 
mischiefsmay aiise from false alar 
But, Sir, when facts are brought bef 
you, it is impossible not to know theM^,- 
when proted, it is impossible not to be? 
lit; VO liieni : and of this I am sure, thtlt'iA;. 
ail linns it is safest to speak truth, 

I bat, if a false alarm may be dangerous;-^', 
I’al-f st'curii} may Ik* fatal.— But whdtlliiif 
i. wui rialit or wrong to stir this subject 
it is our doing. The question of 
(ily was first brought forward by thdifi 
who oppose us. It was lhe,y who 
tlioso- witnesses, wlio proved the shoitni^' 
idTsist year’s crop; it was‘they who eh% 
lered into those long exauiipations. W« 
submitted w id) reluctance, eiitJ iJlorelyto 
avoid the imputation of partiality which 
would have been readily bestowed <m tw, 
liad we resisted the course they chose'to* 
ilcilov/. Well, sir, they completely esthfe^ 
lislad their jKisition, and proved the 
liclicicm y of the last crop. This wal 
done imiced, with a very uiflcretit view, 
and for a vtry diili renl j»urp(j.se than thitt/ 
w hie!* re-'.illed tVom it. They establish^ 1 
the dcijeieiiry of the last crop, in order 
J'.jsiil'v tjie present high prices; not oJisert4;' 
ing, that vvbil** they were carrying a 
la’cral point, they were cuttii vg the 
►round frem^nuder ^heir ‘feel; forgetth^ 
that } 04 i cumi't l:i]^ a thing for one pur¬ 
pose, and itot know it for another# artfi 
forgetting, that the crop coUld not at the 
same liiiiobc short, morder toju'stifyhi^ 
pviceSj. and abundant,'in ordfr to juilt^, 
non-importation,—Sir ; if we could dhlW 
oursdlves of all bias that our minds 
2 K . • . 
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have taken in the course of this conte<;t; 

If tvc co»l(h forget all the arguments that 
Itave been bandied about «)ii both sides; 

'if «c could suppose a house t>f commons 
quite new to the subject, and that the mi¬ 
nister should come do^\n ami tell us, that 
the usual supply of corn to the <inioiuit ot 
ftob,000 cniarters, on m hie li tlic nation had 
hititerto aepended for support, was stopt 
^ the eueni}’; if lie fariliei iiifoinied us, 
niat, on caicftil enijidry, it appealed that 
our late crop n as iiiiten'allj li ficii nt, c.in 
there be a doubt that such hifuimalion 
would excite a scry serious sensation in [ he may get exorbitant prices, 
the house? Can then* be a doubt that, if | t^y strong interest against the 


equi^, but the last crop was greatly defi« 
cieiit. Of two things then, one must hap¬ 
pen ; either we must redufe our consump¬ 
tion to the rrop, or we must Jjjr importa¬ 
tion bring up our c*rop to tlm consumption. 
Which will yon chooser to my argu¬ 
ment it IS indiHerent. If you say, ” We 
will inqioit 1 answer, " This is exactly 
what we propose to do, importing only, 
instead of com, sugar, which stands in li.'*u 
of com.”—What inteiest has the barlev- 
grower here ? If indeed he wishes the 
inailcet not to be supplied, in order that 

he has a 


any member should disciwer within our 
ireach a source from which this lUdieit 
could be $U])pIied, lie would be hailed 
with the most joj fn1 acclamation ? It would 
probably next ore ur to*us, that ific most 
energetic measures should bi* adopted to 
prevent a recurrence of the case. Exten- 
aion and improvement of agric iiltiiie wouM, 
doubtless, be our next com ein; but would 
Any man siijipose that, with a view to 
thr.se, we slionld ic Iimc* the iiuiiiediate sup¬ 
ply ? Would aiij man suppose it possible, 
that those who had not obje* ted to the im¬ 
portation of corn from .‘on ign slates l,ist 
year, w'hen tlieciopwas ph atiliil, would 
ndVv object to an ecpiiv.ilenl iinpoitation 
from our owm colonies, when the crop had 
been notoriously ch tirieiit ? and tl^at those 
who w’ere so much alarmed at losing the 
ukiial source of supply, would be still more 
alarmed wlien a new source of siipplj' 
were found in its place?—I know very 
well that it^is not barley, but svheat and 
oats wliich wr were wont to impoit; but 
this makes no cliHi-ience. In roiiiMion 
times, the di‘lfient sorts of grain aieca-.]lj 
Comrnutable in larious uses, and. in times 
OfsearYity, the gr(,it i,bject is, that then 
should be a sullicieni simpl 3 '^ of some com 
TO other.—I think, sir, I might slop e\eii 
nere, awd that toeieiy m*an c)f commun 
iMldcfstamling, cmuigli Ins been said. Tbit 

i'_\ - *■ 1 *■ -i, 


the farther we 
be the case.- 


noceid, the stioiige! will 
I'lie aiiiunieiil as to b.irley 
’separately, seems innfr cogcit, b(.*.it’se it 
is more sjjecifie. \\ e know that of barley,* 
jthe usual consimiption is cijual to tlif 
usual crop'; for of ^'ilev ll^e.i is iTsuall)' 
heitlier impoit*^nors^poit. It,bus not 
neenralleged by anj" one, tin at the time 
ill the last crop tiiere w.i-. ."lav nmisiial 
fitock on hand, and it is pros’! cl th.it the 
la's crop ^pas clefieiem ar llie least one 
fhurth. flow tin n .stands the ca^L? The 
usual consunqitioii and the usual ciYp are 


tyw strong interest against tne measure, 
imt such *1 view he disciu,iins; and if the 
deiieiency of (he market is to he supplied, 
to him it must be !:’'litlerent fr<,,ni whence 
the .siipjil^' ailives* whether froii,;^eBal¬ 
tic, in the shape of com, <.v fi om ?hP'’*rtT’st 
Indies, in the sh.ijn* of sugar.—But j»er- 
liaps you will lake the other alternative, 
and s.iy, “ we will not mipoit, but we will 
(limimsli (he consuuiption .nul this 
' seems to be the fasoiirile aiiswei. Aceoid- 
iiigl> wi* .*ie told, tln-ie !*■ “ snltieiont for 
a dimin.slu il < i ii'.uinjiium a phrase, l>\'- 
the-b\, wliH li might le 'ised in scarcity 
aiulalnifst in f. mine. — ell; the eon- 
suiiipti!,a I! to be dnuinishi .1. Now, whit 
is this measure, but a ineasnie t«» diminish 
till' coiisninptioii by exactly that cpiantity 
wliif 11 is us»m1 iii^lie distillery? What dif- 
fernice hen .igain cli.es it make to the bar- 
lev’-uiower how it is io be diininisin*d, so 
the diiniiiiitioii is to take place ? oiild it 
be bett! i lor liim, if ihc s.miig should be 
elleeted by painful ]ni\ it ions in the food 
of rattle and niim ? vVl.is! sir, a good deal 
of this piiiatiou v.ill still be neies-,ary ; 
for the aniouiit ronsiiimd in the disiilleiy 
is far sliort of the ilehcit.—An aigurneiit 
of this nature admits of no answer but by 
dc'nial of the piemises. But w hat are the 
neimsts? One, an imcontf'.tecl f.u't.iianie- 
y, lli.it the usual coiisnmplioii is equal to 
the usual cro)>; .md the other, a fact es- 
tablishecf by the <<>ncMnrnt tcsiiinony of 
all the wiiiic.sses'' bioiight by--our op¬ 
ponents, and examined by themselves ; 
pets( IIS of all dc*eiip(ions, and frem all 
quartets; piactic^al faimers, theoietieal far¬ 
mers, rv,rn-dealers, yi’i-iters on economy, 
all agieeing that the barley crop had been 
thus deficient. Now, sir, persons coming 


* ^ think there was one excep^n; a 
witness from Dorsetshire, whV stateG that, 
in this county, the crops [lad no£ been so 
bad as in other parts. v 
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into a court and beginning by a diM-dskimer 
of the teatioiouy ot all the witnesses, railed 
aud exaniiuud by themselves, do not, 1 
tliink, upon their case very auspipiuusly. 
But this is not all; they tell you also, that 
Uot only these witnesses were incompetent 
to speak of -tlite crop, but that no witness¬ 
es could be competent to that purpose; 
for that Price is the only eritcriotj by 
wjiich a Judgment can be formed of the 
crop. Why then, I would ask, did they 
brijig these witnesses before the coinniil- 
tee ? Why those tedious cxamiaalioiis of 
uiluessos thus known to Ire incompetent, 
when tlie question miglit hii\ e been ^se 
curely ansvvcrec^ by calling for the tiii- 
zettc ? But let this iiiconsisteucy pass. 
We may .'^ifeiy do it, for we shall present¬ 
ly stop them at another. We will sup- 
Tlfcse them to have apologized to tlie coni; 
inittfu for tlws time they wasted, and to 
have explained to the house how it is that, 
in the month of IMay, no person can toll 
whether the last crop Avas produciive or 
not, when in the next bre.itli, they tell you 
that tlie next crop must be abundant. They 
siiall comeback ‘ recti in curia’ toargueon 
their new grouiul. Price is the crite¬ 
rion :—be It .so—That Price, taken on a 
b ISC sui‘ciently extended, is a .safe index 
of (he proporiioii between the (|uaiitity of 
any arlicle and the demand for it, no pix- 
sou ill his senses ever doubted, or ever W'ill. 
Jiut llul. Price, taken on a narrow scale 
cither of time, or ]jiace, would be a most 
fallacious criterion, is not less eiiileiit: 
for Jiovv ofieii ilues it happen that the price 
of any thing shall suddenly ri.se, or sud¬ 
denly fall, without any circuni-stfiucc iu- 
tervening, which could liavc materially 
altered either the slock or the coiisumplioii? 

A thousand cau.ses allect it, both physical 
and moral, some belonging to the thing it- 
seilj ami some quite indopeiidcnt of it.— 
But let this go too.—^The pros^’iit price’ 
shall be the criterion, taking ic from the 
bcgiruiing of this committee to the present 
time. lias not this price, thervproj^n s-, 
sivciy ri.seii from the heguiiiing to the j 
end ? Is it not now at the inghest, and at 
the highest under tlie cxisfeiice of a cause 
which must nece.ssarily di‘prc.s$ it ; nainc- 
Jy, the expectaliuu of a measure which is 
to take out of the market a considerable 
demand ? Notwilh.standiiig this, the price 
has ri.sea fn^ 4yj. to 48*. Four years 
ago, the legi^turc determined, that Vheii 
barley' shi^d exceed shillings, the 
ports should be open to importation; 
tbei'eby judgiiSg, as between ttte grower 


and consumer, that it 
that price. Whether , tTii-s Ijfs. 'fi. 
maximum, 1 will not enquire j bpt jt .yjBlif 
ture to atiiim tlxat the present pricn.pjri 4 vff 
the present supply to be unusually , 

ent: fyr, were the present supply eq\(ari| 
the usual sujjply, the presuiit price woiw . 
be loAver tlian the u.sual price, under 
circumstance of an unusual diminution, jH’ 
demand being expccted.—I know' not bow ■ 
to proceed farther in proof; and 1 iuiagihie 
few per.son,i will expect it, or will hesitfi|e 
to concluiJi/ that measures of precautiqp- 
ouglit to he adopted for economizing. piitc< 
■stock of corn, whether they form fh^it; 
judgment on the obvious fact that 
usual sources of supply arc .stopt;—on,.^e ' 
evidence given lelalive to late crops 9 *'! 
barlt^-, oats, pease, and potatoes, Stc. krrt 
or w hefiier they llftnn it on a cq/isideratiqli 
of the presi-nt price under the pecuUoir 
circumstance.s of the moment.—But it^ 
.said, “ why not ivuit till you find the mar^ 
ket practically to fail ? Any man nunX 
yet buy wTiat barley he wants.” 
deny the fact;* but even if it were so,„l 
believe it will be .safer to begin saviojg 
when called 011 by prudence, tlian to go 
on coiisiimiug till stopped by necessity.- 
1 know not that it is neces.sary to 
more oil this part of the .subject: but 99 ^^. 
great deal has been said rc.specting ,th^; 
price of ccru, 1 also am de.sirous to ofi^ ■ 
my opinion on that point.—Geiitletq 9 ]|^ 
say, they do not desire too high a prig^*, 

1 agree with them. They will probably ' 
agree with me, when 1 .say that 1 shoultl 
be .sorry the price w ere too low. Not only ■ 
because too low a price niu^t (tccsiioii too 
high a price afterwards; but also because 
1 cun enlirinto their feelings both 
fanner and a landlord. Yet though we. 
pgree that the price sliould be.^cit}ier 
too high nor too low-, we may perh^piS 
lie no nearer fur tliat ; the question sflU 
remains, w hat is too high or too ^ow f 
word lias lately been di.scovcred, ylii^ 
scems’to he very much ^1 iked, namely,.^. . ' 
remunerating pi ice. 1 do not object ' 
tlii.s word: but I fl-ar wc .shall use it iu,it . 
|,dillia’cjil sense, and that tuiicli is to besfetr . ' 
tied before vac shall agree AAdmt it mca^. 


{t is a lAct thatjffi iraiiy parts of the , • 
north, tfic iiiarket.^e not supplied^ and, 
that the greatest distress (wevails. Tlip .. 
London maifcet has indeed not failed yeV j 
but when that market shall tail, it Avilljnipfc- 
^ a ^se for precaution i fo!? precaot^g^' 
Avill Ire loo late. ' 
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01 . ought to mean.—The remunerating 
prtc^a of co\T must depend a great deal on 
the nemmierating price of laud.—Now, 
■'•ip, ifwc were tu cunsuli m iidenipu from 
Tarious parts as to what wa,« coiiHidered 
to be the remunerating price of ^^md in 
their several counties, no should find that 
ftllts bad increased, and were imreasing, 
M. an astoiiishiug rale. In lluntpshire, I 
know much land that, in a few' years, lias 
doubled its rent. In Norfolk, 1 n'rnemhta- 
barley>iand letting as per acre, wliioli 
tiow lets at 15.V. Of Essex 1 c^tiiiot speak 
«o much from personal knowledge; hut 1 
have good authority for saying that land 
there lias got to an extravagant price. In 
South-Wales (in many parts of which, 
barley is tlic priiici|)al crop), I can allirni, 
that the rise of rents is such as, till lAtely, 
no landlord had hoped ‘for; and Scotland, 
I believe, is not behind-liaiid in this re¬ 
spect.—1 do not mention this in the way of 
blame ; it is natural that land-ownei.s, like 
other pcisions, should take ihq host price 
which the market will allord. As there 
neither is nor can be combination, it is 
feirty taken. I pretend not to bo more 
telwilling than others to ]iaiticipafe in 
these advantages: but J mention it as a 
teasoii why the landholder .slioidd not 
Complain of niiccjnal Imrthens and luuhio 
depression, for which ho can and does so 
fully indemnify himself; 1 inenll^n ir, to 
fehew that those who claim a high niiii!- 
nerating price for corn, are not witlKmt 
interest in that price themselves.— Well, 
Mr, we will siippo.se. I'a* if'immfratmg 
price to be^ljiisted wiih the landloul : it 
remam^ to settle with the I'.irmer.— Ho 
will naturally tii'.sL claim a lo-n e that sliall 
Cover his rent, taxes, and (/'her ciiarges; 
tthich shall cover the los.s by a derieienf 
crop ; ^nd this, it seem.s, must be .'■o c ils 
CUinted, that the price of any one or« p 
must cover the. I'aihiro of every other. 
'Bor instance, barley nmst he dtar, not 
aRiy''becaiisc barley has failed, but be¬ 
cause pease and* beam have failetf. liul 
had pease and beiu,s been abun<l int, liow' 
would it have bcfMi then? 1 «|UfMi ni if 
we should have heard that, on that ac-*' 
4 count, barlqv should be cheaper, any more 
than w'e near tlpft Iw’dey sluiuld be cheap 
because the crop ol^lieat was jkbwridant. 
You* see, sir, the principle is, that the 
loss by deficiency of any crop may be 
charged on any other crop; Tml the abun- 
da*hce of tny crop may not be carried to 
the credit'uf any other crop in ^tenun- 
tion of its price.—Wc will howeve;* sup¬ 


pose all this to be settled with the fanner. 
—IJ^.Will next claim a suilicient profit 
to enable him to live Comfortably and 
gentc'elly. We know what this means, 
for wc have it before- our eyes. Parts of 
the country may diller; but in many jiarti 
it means tliis, that they are U) live a't more 
expellee, not only than their own ances¬ 
tors, but ihb ancestors of many ol' their 
lancllords. It would also be expected tliiUt 
their profits should eiaihle them to provide 
for their lamilie.s, not oidy‘'in their own 
line, but also in the dillerimt vv.dKs of Id'e. 
formerly occupied hy the higlier orders. 

it. rentaiiis, that they should have the 
i^ans of laying by window it hal to piu - 
ehiiRc then (,wn or neighbouring farms, if 
such should coni'- to sale: and accord¬ 
ingly I have heard, liom no ineompeU nt 
autliorily, tliat half tin; land wl'iieh Ifas 
been .sold of late years, has pa.ss<'d into 
the liands of farineis.—In tbit, clas.s, as iii 
every other, the road to jnosperity should 
be oj.i'n. Industry, perseverance, and 
economy', should insurt compeicney; su¬ 
perior '.kill and siipiTior fortune .should 
lead to ,!dv:'.:icenn;!it: hut vvhcie g.iiiis are 
.S'> fou^idcrabh as to eii.ibh' a great pro- 
poi'tion 111 ’ any cla-'S to niovi' Irom its 
sjihen', ill c:onse«jueiice,s will folk vv. Lux- 
urv, evei’i'-w heri' |>erni<'ioHS, is no-vvliere 
'<» f.iiai ai: when it infects those wlm.se bu¬ 
siness li to till the earth : 1 throw outas 
a siigip’siion for tlio.^e vvln>in it may con- 
fern, wln-llicr the t( o great association of 
file higher orders with this class of men, 
l)y whatever exi client motives it has been 
prompted, may not have .served in .suiiic 
ilegree t'l give, them ideas that rather be¬ 
long to gi ntlcmen > And from the very 
narrow view which somt; gentlemen take 
<d'tills Mihjeef, I cannot help adding, that 
it seems to me ivs if they had too ranch 
adopted ideas that belong to farmers.— 
1 shad .'Hy no more on this subject, but 
that, in my opimou, tlio rents of laud are 
too liigh, the profits of farmers tbo high, 
iiiul the'price of jirovisions too high for 
the people, \.he liul^ of whom have no 
other prospect than that of closing a life 
of labour in a •.yorkluiuse.—I now turn to 
another jvart of-the -subject, the Colonial 
case. TWs, .sir, though we have endea¬ 
voured to blind ourSclves to it 8f> long ; 
though it is but a ver^’^ short time since, 
even in this house, we Hai"' beml of the 
exorbitant gains of the plantm; ^ough, 
within two years, they wcrcVitill tHought 
to be tlie fittest subjects foy fresh' taxation 
(the tax being oidy not collecUd fit>tn 
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the impossibility of taking something 
wliere nothiugwas left) 5* notwithstattenng 
all this ohslimilc ignorance of their case, 
that case is now i’nUy made out, so that no 
man can prcieml to doubt it; by the con¬ 
current re )>r>rts of three successive com¬ 
mittees, it IS pnA'i'il to he neither more nor 
less than tijis.—'flnit colonial property, 
having for a long time made vVr\ mnde- 
qii»te returns for i!ie capita) employed, is 
at hist arrived at that jaiiii!, that it nuiia's 
no return at all. So t'lat this great part 
of voiir empire, whose produce jia\ . di¬ 
rectly four millions into the K\i‘hci|nor; 
which niainlaiiis 17 , 01)0 seanic.u lor yojn'' 
navy; whichtakqp o)l si\ inillioe.i of yout 
manufactures, and wiiieh has conlribiitcd, 
uithin these last twenly years, more to 
the balance of your foreign trade than 
smy other class, lias, as the return for its 
own capital arfd industry, lelt—not one 
shillmg!— I’lVsiiniMig, then, Uiat the t 
Irciiiitv of tlu^case is no longer i|iieslioii- 
ahle : the next enquiiy .n .11 he as to iis 
re.il e iiise, and its jiroper ,ii uy. The 
iiiiinediate e.iii^e is ohvnais; ii,.i;. that 
the inqiortalioii of Iheir mam s a|,‘e eom- 
moilily, sugar, far e\eeeih the demuMd ; 
mid that, eiiii^eipii iiily. it'< prn« Ini'. l.ii!e:i 
bO low, as hai'i Iv to idvcr the 1 har.fes oi 
prodiieiion, <!iil freighi, ke. 'I’hus tiieir 
pi'ofits aie re.l'a’ed to'uniimg : « hih a,l 
the bnrllieiis^impos'll cai i’.mm, and sm,)- 
portaMe only in limeef ■. ■ perm ,r. ,n..i;'. 
immitigaled.— Had this ec'.s <ii i.ep'ur- 
t at ion beyond the d.'n.tn.l an en v.ieiely 
from the spont.'.i'eiiu; pi<’,'n(\ of oar o’d 
islanvls, or even fioin a irradmal d 


It is said, thc'f: a. e m't taxes on the 
planter, but oji the conavaier. Tiiis i, 
however not the ( a'-e. I; l annot lie laiil 
down as a general propi sinrn, that (axes 
fall eiiher on the produ.^e,-or the r' lisuiner; 
for, acc«>rding to eirenni' i’ iees, y " ‘h 
fall oil cithi-r, or on both : anrf ttiis de¬ 
pends on thedcgrei'ofsiij'.j 'y i^id demand. 


our domestiu consumption^ tboso :tyBgS’'v 
might be fairly left to rccov^-lft^r t^ae.> 
proportion: and certainly, the cobffliesi 
though, under any- particular prewtur^' 
they might have asked for relief, a»jlf 
though,finder particular ciiTumstance%,if ,t 
might have been wise on our own aeeounir' 
lo liave granted ii; yet they could having* 
claimed" nothing a.s a right. But if iti*r 
by y en- iicfs,and by acts of which you de..-''. 
rive t!ie benefit,-that the due propotrtioa' 
i.f . iipjiiy and Jc.nand has been destroyed i',' 
cud that. Ijj/your as.si.stance only, tlte le*‘ 
vel can he restored, tliey have a right to 
apply not only to your liberality and po- , 
lii'3',‘but to y<mrju.stice.—^The case i.s glw*.'’- 
ing. Jiv your conquests, almost all. thoy 
sugar in the woj ld is forced into this mar«;l 
ket, ahd, by the conquests of Buonaparte^' 
here it*is confined.* 1 admit indeed, that' 

I he production of I he old cofonies has been 
soiTK'whril extended * but not in the samoi'. 
dCf rice wilh our domestic consumptioiiij ’ 
•SI) lh.it this ^'aiinot be assigned as a rea-*-' 
sou f(;r Milhhoidiag relief, at least in a* ■ 
f.ir as the evil has arisen from your owa^ 
acts, ill v.hieli they bad no interest, said 
over which they b id no coiuroul. Muck- 
pains has beeii taken not only to justity 
the n-fn.vd of relief by re]irescnling tltat 
111. ir siihtross aro.se from extended specus- 
lat.oiis, but to mark these with an o]>pro-.. 
ijio.is (li-^fvier. F.xteiifled agriculture is 
••lir.il'ties-. a speeuliiliou: hat why a gnmb«* 

!■ -g s|'.;i-.il.ttia!i r I v\!sh to know, sir* 
V. nether Brilish .snbjeel.s, arquiring or in- 
i'.ei iiliig laud in I'le ilriti.sh « olouies, for- 
cetine oi i fell not only their right (as it,;ivould seem 
I tiH-y do) to equal liivour,hut»itso tSo right 
I to have I heir aetious tried by the 
s' amlard of moral ity ? A landholder here 
improves hi.s estate, enlarges his crops, aad- 
liti-ings hi.s wa.ste land into cullivatioA it 
/s a .speculation, and may be profitable or. 
not : but, at any rate, it is deemed an ho-' 
nourable and praise worthy exertwn. A' 
land-holder in the colonies does the ■ sam e 
g: In 


eease, and a minimum at. wftiieh produc¬ 
tion will ce.aia,'. Now tlie/.i, suppose this 
maximum to exist, a fro 4 l tux weuld iie- 
cessarily fall on the pi^dnccr: i»c, accord¬ 
ing to the pw misi^ the consumer can 
pay no higher mice, if, on the other 
hand, the*prit^>fce .1* h-s minimum, a l)-csh 
tax must fa;l ,ou iln* consumer; for the 
produ^r^^-ff/go no loner. Intermediate 
cases mb* he governed by the same prin¬ 
ciple, / 


i prove it llius:'Tbere hmst/u- It maxi- (ilhiiig: but there, haying first deprived him, 
mum of price at whieji cmis^iiptioji will I ot the reward ol his industry, to jusUfjir, 


tinit acl,,you liraiiddiim with the narnei^ 

9 • ■ I i»' — -■ ■ I. 1 ^ 

* Thi.s extension has lcsa..Ari^n from 
thti cultivation of ncwi.,b*<d!j, thaiilPom tlm 
introilac'ionof a rqo^e^rwJuctive plant,---- 
the Bombon-caiic : and the exteiuicti is 
more apparent than real, lor though tb^ 
sonlh-sea cane yields a -greater quantit|r 
of sugtii^ yet that sugar conWns a Itfefr 
propor'^on of true saccharine matter thtt. 
the otilcr. - 
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spooulator. But it ban been 
thdKvil arises from an oTer<-produc- 
“ liw of sugar, the planters have the reme< 
4y in their own hands. Let them im-o- 
duce a less quantity. Sir, no concert or 
tMunbination is possible in so nuinerous a 
body; tior will the eliect be produced, as 
Injuost other instances it would, by the 
, Mtural operation of a low |/rict‘. In other 
oaoes of agriculture, if a crop be unpro- 
> duCtive as to price, it will not be renewed, 
but other crops will be substituted in its 
room. Such is not the case \wth sugar.— 
A sugar estate can be converted to no 
t[>ther purpose *, without sacrilicing nearly 
the whole ; iior can it-> crop be lessened, 
without aggrivated loss : fur, as the ex- 
pences must retuain nearly the same, 
whatever be the crop; it follows th)At, the 
lower the price may 6e, the inon* every 
man is compelled to keep his crop at tlie 
highest, ill order, if possible, to prevent 
•ctual loss where there'had been no gain 
before f. I think, sir, 1 might here con¬ 
clude, without farther argument, that re¬ 
lief is due to the colonies; and that on this 
ifttewing alone, ait equitable govermnont 
'Could not refuse it, becausi their rum 
from the acts of this coimti-y, of 
Vhichthis country derives the benefit. I 
mightrcpi'esent that, in balancing between 


*j’ ♦If it were possible to convprt sugar 
estates into cufiee or cotton piuntutions, it 
is clear that not much would he gained 
thereby : it would be exchanging merely 
a glut of sugar fur a glut of colfee or cot- 
toa.'-~From,.the introduction of new ob¬ 
jects ol cultivation from the East, pcrhaiis, 
W time much benefit may result: but 
,iheie things am too distant to save the co- 
lotiies, whidh must perish before such be- 
tlC&t £Dald arise. But surely this propose I 
to the colonies, of changing the object 
ifaeir cultivation, comes rather curiously 
-Aom'those who contend, that the agricul- 
Csse^f Great Britain and Ireland would be 
' cnined if any other corn was substituted in 
liiN of barley in only oue-eigbt of iu usual 
CfOp. ‘ r 

<- 'f But supposing it were possible for thu 
idsmter ^{puuce his crop, the consequence 
emot 1^ tba^ tki^xportaliou from diis 
•country, sd9d the sffiwi nig employed, must 
dddsrgo a similar diminution. How far 
lAis may touch the vital iiit^erest of Great 
Adtaiot will best appear from the consi- 
dlMction cf what onr enemy k aiming 
«Ue%.<to deBtcoy,-«>-ottr comm^ce and 


them and those of any otiher class of ^n, 
nor only the relative importance of tiie 
parties to the state should be considered, 
but also- the importance which the thing 
contended for is to those parlies; and that, 
liowe.ver inferior a stake to the nation the 
prosperity of the colonics may be, com¬ 
pared with the |>i'Oiperity of its domestic 
agriculture, yet if the thing in question 
be all to one, and little to the other,, it 
should not be rel’u'^ed.—Such language 
w'lHild the colonies be entitled to hold: 
(for are they not equally your subjects ?) 
but continued oppression inis taught them 
.ay humble tone. Eor equal favour they pre- 
<dime nut to ask, of unequal burthens they 
presume ii it to rouiphiin; and tbuiigh, 
when they weu, prosperous, you seized on 
the greater part of tu.''ir protits a.s soon as 
it could be eliected ; though you now cihi- 
tiniie ripial exaction wlion tluKse prutils 
are t xtinct, they submit, ami all they now 
.isk of you is, that they may at least be 
peiiiiitted to exist; and, I'mally, in the 
moment'of their ruin, they tell you that, 
if you destroy' theur only iiiniket, ll,ey 
must peiisii.—.''‘ir ; the colonies may rlaiin 
of you not ctiily on ihe.so grounds ofeom- 
iii 'll right, which every subje< I must have 
under every government; but thev may 
el'imiofyou youi positive engagement and 
pligiited faith. What was your original 
compact with the colonics ? 1 canuul lie 

sup|i(>sed to mean an in.stninicnt .signed 
and (‘xtlianged; biitJ mean an understand¬ 
ing as bindmgand clear as any iustiument 
i ould have ratilied. You took their all; you 
siibjecteil then* interest to that of Great 
Britain in every possible way. Bound U> 
navigate in your ships ; cumjiellcd to part 
with their produce in a raw state, that y ou 
might have the beneiit of its manufac¬ 
ture ;—of you only', they vvere permitted 
to buy ; iu your market only, they were 
peiiniti'vl to sell. Is it ]) 0 .ssible, then, to 
suppose Viat nothing was given them iu 
return i tes, sir, by the same authority 
which too’i:( this from them,—by act of 
parliament, gave them in return—your 

market. It monopoly for monopoly — 
and now ii, raining that which you took, 
you deprive thotn of that w'hich you gave 
in retunv yoiir rz^vs were a snare, and 
your injustice is conf^lete.—Now, whether 
this monopoly of youn>market be recalled 
by act of parliament, ot«dei^truyed indi- 
rect'ly by the acts of yoarsigovernment, 
the eliect is the same to thedsit^an^he in¬ 
justice will be tltcsaiue in^you.Vll you re¬ 
pair the wrong.-<-lu this instancei^ouimay 
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i«paii It at an e$ny price. The forfai^ of fallen into our hands; thnl^ 
wai, by stopping the impoitation of corn, tion, all the gram of that fert^ etnxHitf i 
has thrown a gieat acivantage into the had been admitted to yoor market; 
hands of the faiuiet ;—the foitune of war, that, trum the course of the war* blleeHl^ 
by stoppping the importation of sngai, poitation of corn were stopped. Wetiritt 
when you had o\(i loaded the maikct, has supposcothat, at the same ume, sugar hgl^ ^ 
1 educed the pla'Iner to lum What must luicn to an unusual pnee ; tint one cotA^ , 
nc think ot th» toiinrr cl iss, that would sideiable souicc ol its iinpoit were cioaeil 
not part with a small shur of this advan- by the enemy, and that the crops in th«* 
tage, to save the lattii^ what niuit wi icniiming islands had been shoit. Wt 
think ol s IcgislatuiQ which would nut will suppose next, that some ingenieM ' 
roinpel them i* 'Ihe < ise between the peisoii had d^scorered a meansof extraiefk 
(oiotiies and the hnd (lui so out oppo- mg sugar horn wheat: under these <}»•* 
neiits ioice us insidiously to put it) iiiiy cumstames the land-holders come befodi 
be slated in any othei way Ihe intiv»ii you, and bay; ' wc have received Intte 
reipuicd ot the colonics to ptovide sugtr tiom oui estates tot some years past; 
foi Its consumption and «\poil It re- pusuit we receive nothing. The lutefcit 
quiud ot the land-huldcis to piovidc on oui inoitgages is accumulating; owd 
toi ils mcrcisiiig •populitioii 'Ihe annui^fs and joiutuies are unpaid; dor 
Ironist Ins met the diinaiid, and isi istattvoie on the cve of foreclosure ^ 
tuiiud, till cuTn-gK wer has nut met th< siiiits quite dispiopoitioiied to their value; ' 
drnniid, siid is lewaidcd hv a highei and oui tainilics aic statving: vve desiMt 
pim — 1 111 y^av, * What right his the CO- you to admit this luw sugai into use; 
innist to the distilhiy •' 'Ihis n a British ask it only ^>r a time, and while coloniaf^ 
consumption, and tclon..,s to tin British sugai shill be siaice' Does any nwm 
piodiiKi" (lood but tilt 11 , what light think that, undei siuh circumstances, the 
Jn\e yon to his trade'’ tiun, what iit'ht tolonie>, would wish to^ntorposc a sc{fisii 
Ins the Biitish piotlutir to In-, ton- objcition; oi tint, il they did, it would 
suiiipiioii <’ But, sii, 1 d< > 1 ) that the not be tieaUd with well mciiUd scotni 

flistilleiv IS I Ihitish Co isuiiiptiori At li so, Irt it be «vplaimd where is the dif* 

this moment, bitby may lu impoitcd Icrciue in this fiom the pusent case, ex* 
fioin 'luv poll ul J iitopc It IS youi ciptmq the relative weight of the parties ^ 
(nunv who picvents it, and not youi If thcieVnu olliei ditlercnce, I, sir, will 

J iw How c in tin disl illci y tin n be c died tell y ou, in thi face of the world, that, iQ 

a Bntisli (unsi iiij ti< 11 , when, if Bi ona- njictmg the measure, you sign youv 
paite would sutki it, tint distilleiy might sh mn , and confess th<it power is the meU'^ 
in will ilv siipplnd with coin fiom the suit ot your injustice—^1 know it will he 
Bvltii —Jh y ay, this measuie IS taking said, the case is not analogpiM in one 
from 1 ugluul, and giving to thi West In- icspcct, for it is not the vadmiS^ion oC 
du , —Sii , It IS taking mthmg fiom bug- sugai the colonies requite, but the profato 
land, but It !>, suhsiituttin tin produce of hitiuii of toin. Sir; the colonies requiM 
till West Indies loi ih it of foicign stiles ; no piohibition* foi them it woukl he 
it IS civi'ig to I ngl iiid an adv ant igc in n/iirh beltei to say nothing ot corfi, and 
till Inlancc it ti idi; it i givinglici mdo- niiily to take off the piohibitory duty 
pcniltnci ot the inimv is to liq/supply oiisu,.!]. Admitted on tiie same termt 
ol food, and It Is giving hit ^cuiii\ i' as malt, sugar would speedily oconpy thd 
fo till pis I‘.Sion it hu col Ants But bit wiry as well as the tj^istillery :'hniida 
wcie it taking sonu tiiiii,. lio^i I ngiaiid, is yom own levenuc which requites tfast* 
‘urtly It wilt wist] tou&il i tt mpo- pioiiibition : foi, were the indiscrinunato 
idiy idvanta.ft, th m iisk tie peimantnf use ol b^iliy and siigai admitted, the re-i * 
iiouice ol pioiit One caiijirOt, on this oc - mine could not be piotec>.ed against fraud* 
casion, help rtcollecdng^ie Roman fable It is there lot e, on the behal f o fl yo ur reyw * 
wdiich lepusmtecl tli»^inbs a lefusmg nue, piopostd that, tlyj.i-^e.orsugai'buintf 
sustf nance to the stoiyncii. He it tin tase piohib«tii 1 m the J^i^very, the 
ismvcitcd, It IS tly>r<u»iuach which would giain should be prohibited m the djatth' 

It fuse to xiinju^ientii Jiounshnicnt to the ieiy, winch consumes notone ibiirtb df 
iimhs which ft lilt—1 think one might the other.—bir, the colonies which 
])iit a e^e ^^oleiablc analogy to the pre- been fettered and restricted foiy^be ben^ 
stnt, thb^^we will snp|>oso that, by the fit of other class tfaal desired it, cdH 
Am tone of war,-tlte island of buily had perha[}9not be substantially and pentt^f 
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abaodoued to the crechtoi for faui debtj, 
how^evei d^bpiopoitioitod to the value A 
loiccluaUR of thrce'foutths'ol the \Vei»t- 
Iiidia piopeit) must speedily take place. 
But houtver cheaply the property will 
be acquiud by the nt w owneis ‘'till, if it 
pioduccb nutliiiig a Mtinlai triiislci must 
soon iccur Pci hips it will be said, wlien 
this has liappciitd to a ceitain cvlcnt, a 
diininu'ion ut piuducc will in iic, rnd 
(\ci^ tiling be uslacd to a piopii level. 
L ii obs ivc whil 111 ist li i[i,)( u Ml the mean 
liitic A wliilv. (o.tiMi <1 ty will not be 
l(il to ( nxiii nii'i w.taunt an ifluit to 
tbcmilvis 'lhi» appbt ition to 
* it ibituu i> til 1 ai^t (il It 1 know 
1 ) 1 , wiiii 1 / bi. tlu U( \l , but tins I 
’ iDW, il) u 1 n 
« 1 IS ui 1 S I ’ t 
. 11V It 111 nil 
eilul IS ^uii m ' 
m\, I is ui’wis 
>p III j (>\V till 

tell , 
t > 

not to iiw il (II riis |i 


nfiig^y rebeved without some saculice 
a^ewhcie^ And indeed their case is 
(ij^eratej if it be expected that they 
qboil pruposo a mode of relief to winch no 
nun will uige an ol))ection. Thit cu- 
cwostances should have fuinisiuc(, so nu* 
ofaguutionable a mode i'. the pie sent nna- 
was not wiUiui tlieu expeetalion, 
«|M if this should lad. tlu y inustmdccd 
be sanguine if they continue to 1 o| e — 
•> Xt has bet n i«. iii n kc d. I think by Al nit. s- 
^nieoi that tiic coiuines of a riiouaie]i> . 
gefisially betlei od tun tliosif of 1 fit 
^te, 'Ihe lemaik IS pist, and the ic sin 
4 plaiin. A luouaidi Ins ni> intiu t to 
oppress one < hss Ok tiissnbKCt'i ii < dei 
^.favour aiioUut. In i tt wli e i 
popular arstnibly Ins inueh to Stj, i. 
O^erwise Tlicri, dillcit nl inicrcs'^eonn 
into Gollijion , the'•tiungti will *pui nl, 
Oud tlu colonial, being the wt kcsi, will 
generally Im oppicssed —llu < o i Im t ol 
Great Biitain forms no c sceptio i lo tin 
nemaik; and we ban pud flu piiic of 
it. America losisUd, and w i. h it 'i lu 
West Inches caimot in h t d u sist, but the\ 
may bo ruined —Alt thinks I lu u souk 
jgenBeiiien say, Wlnllluid It nut b< 
tfae perhaps, tint ihc^nrsint pnpiie ois 
Vill be mined ’ I ut what is (his lo lit 
nation? llic island-, will irmnn, slip, n 
Will still lie impoitid; niaiiuf'utme will 
mill be expoitcd, and ships wdjL still be 
tanplnyed.—Peisons wlio can tlnis lu it 
tile extinction of a whole eommmntv, as 
Aiaattei of mditreienec to the State, wliose 
HQUstice produced it, will hatdiv expict 
Id bo addict’s!d with tl c luigna' i wliu n 
iyust dnd'gecHerous nalii n would di s u to 
Jiear. But, sn, it will be i«,ii 1 1, tint tho>e 
cOntongst us who aie hat sensible to tlu 
dboluigs of justice and gciuiositv, in not 
ae entiSfrelv without mtciesr in the n i i^ 
tiscy flatter theinsehes thi> ait If, 'sii„ 
.mattei'S could pioeec i quutiy to tins point, 
,lgnnl you that nothing would hast li tp- 
|Mnw^ hut the total lum of tin ^pitsmt 
proprietors, andwhedirr this, wilii ail its* 
MBOifications, would oi would not pinducc 
«omeserious comulsibn m the state, 1 will 
oat pronounce.—^But matters will not pio 
ceao quie^hr to this point Let us trace 
«|be oadElirat pll^a.^nf thear ruin a litiie 
>dh)ser. For a sbortsjime it willipribablv 
‘bi^pcn, that such propritbns as are un- 
iMUBiberetl witli debt, and have othei 
• iMOaorses, will endeasoui to'i ontinuc thtii 
aitabhahtpant, submitting latherpo a total 
>iOh«o€ isteCMne than capital. Iheltoajority 
rauQOt do this; and their estates ia'iU be 


1)1 t I 1 l W 11 
ly wi It 1 w < 


n itioii !• ill |,J i< luy 
s j I a SI I II »a will le 
I ) Il St J* IS j o^\- 
( ItV *s c ». .1 ihty 
t) i( i c I 111 to dc- 

I 11 l\ b J, , 1 t lilHUt 
like tl •> It Is not t isy 
tsiiv\ Mist I like 
Ibis ii I Li ^ diosc 


hi 11 , who Will t k w uiiii —lint, u, U 
li not tiK whili inhibii i its imlv wt lie to 
(on idu Will lit IK gi Cl bt 111011111(111 
spe tiioi-ol this [iiuetsb^ Lelu \e me, 
iKtuith iiidingall w( 1 ) i\( h-nd, a^itat 
piiiiioiiot lb m me tioii dy ittached to 
tlu 11 III I I IS, and this sditnnciit his, m 
ininy ei-.is, bieii litrcdiiaiy loi s \eial 
niieiatii ns,on botli suits \\ t hwiicolten 
sicn wliii, undt I sm |i t ncumslanccs, an 
(stall wisilicuu(d liowthe lu Moi pined 
u .dll till (liange, nul itstnUtl it on llieir 
lu w inasli Is, how, fiom oult liy ind con- 
Uiitc d "ptoph , (luy bee line d tluetcd 
and fit foi any nnsebuf It is not by 
foiee, but by opinion, they ok ovtuud 
'Sow, li IS a ^tneial east, they see then 
niistf IS txtinauidicd om iltei anothei, is 
It to biNiiingincd tl*.it no daiigernus feel¬ 
ings wilPii" ('( U(P Will they be tu 
tiicly p'^ssl.sewiien, <hrou.;ihout the islands, 
thiy tltein hes, laki n m rxecuiion for 
(U bt, ail tifipi fiom their homes, llu n pro¬ 
pel ty and th'b r fainilie's ? Can we bt sure 
tbat not oni w tlu ir masters, indignant at 
the rum he h not deserved, anil slung 
with the anew oPilfstaivuig familv, may, 
by some Hasty woiH 01 deed, stiike tbat 
spaik which will Arcf-the ham, and pro¬ 
duce a c)nflagratiun wb-eh torrents of 
Biiti->ii blood must txlin^ihii ^ L.et not 
this be called high toloum^j ^ m the 
natuial pi ogress of eflctt^froin^'lte caiwt; 
and a case like this will be jhtire dan- 
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islands Must be induced ^ 

low ebb, being cnni|io^d"cbi^ffy of 
aohs whose silaries can no longer be paid, 
But'I have hi$ai^ somt persons'say; Ore^rt 
Britain would do better without the colo¬ 
nies; even leave them to their fiite.— 
Such theories have been broached: for 
what is there too absurd not to have met 
•with some partisans? It is pretty clear, 
however, that it is not by such theories 
we have risen to ouv present- greatness, 
and are now able to contend with the 
world; and it is pretty evident, that, but 
for the force which arises from the oppo¬ 
site system, we should be as nothing «n 
the scale. But even to these theorists 1 
would sa)''. At least then keep the colonies, 
that you may give them away ; Bona- 
has a very diilerCnt sense of their 
value, and, if you want jjeacc, will pro-»] 
bably, for thaf single cession, grant your 
own terms as to the rest.—I have still one 
set t)f men to^iiswer. It is those who say 
—‘ We admit your case ; you iiJ^ve every 
claim on the justice and generosity of the 
British public. As a member of that 
public, we will go any length to assist 
you; but we will not be singled out. 
Why fall oh the land only, when the na¬ 
tion at large siiould pay the price ?' I 
think, sir, 1 have shewn that this measure 
will fall on no one; that even for itself it 
is desirable; that from the land it could 
only take what the land-holder ought not, 
and protesses not to desire, namely, exor¬ 
bitant prices for com; and that, at most, 
it is but admitting the colonies to a small 
part of the benefit which the stopt im¬ 
portation has given to the land.—But, sir, 
the reason why this particular mode of re¬ 
lief is urged, is this: that it is the only one 
which is immediate. Other things may 
more 
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sefivw is' ev(^ g? 

fhblv (Mil’I 

cerriM, they were 'hevi^ '^'a 
hoifr; but when the o^lN:t c^ret^l 
Colonies wbidi ;the ItoUse hbd'ihlSf 
them to consider, wad under'dUfc'i 
we sawihem nd more; arid/hatf fiie'e,.. 
mittec consisted chiefly, as 
ou^t, of county members, from theHaH^^' 
we had, the committee must have lbngsrrt# 
ceased its labouif f(tf want of a qumiiitfi^ 
As to those wh<6;j|^this will do the 
nies no good, I I may be 'dhipena^ 
from replying to them. Far shdrt^[nu6^&^ 
this boon, of what they may justly cMjs^> 
and far short is it of what will 
sare them: but to suppose that meirWi 
existence is at stake, have not as cUr^u 
considered the subject as these whoMi i 
(crc.st*^a not concerned, or they are’l[^*^ 
ignorant of thttir own interest than 
people, is a supposition altogether whhhli»j 
sical. I understand, sir, that we shall 
sonic supporters this night, becauso^w^ 
found our tecommendation of the 
sure on the danger of scarcity; a snbjewi 
which some gentlemen think we‘'W'era 
authorized to discuss. To whom it'i.lHiK 
owing that we entered into this subiA^^ 
has been already stated; and now, oaf 
ponents would profit by their owm^r^^*^ ' 
The case of the colonies is here truly!* 
having refuted all the objections that 
singly vi^ed against them, they 
are met with one which they cannot^ 
mount, as it proceeds from opposite^iU!l^| 
fciome will vote against them, if yWfc^fe 
not state the domestic ground fbr 
sure ; because then it wouWJappeatV^;’ 
make domestic interests sub»etvlra 
ionial ones; others will vote against i 
if the domestic ground be statedfi^ 
this committee was appointed 


perhaps do more permanent good, but j/olonial considerations. So that 
their eilect is distant. The colonie^cannot irobjects to a measure which (hey 


live so long, as to wait the resulty^f there 
were other modes of relief, can^entlemen 
imagine that those interested jpr die colo¬ 
nies would be so absurd to pejeist'in striv¬ 
ing for that which th^y werw least likely 
to obtain? Would they Jiy preference 
choose to contend with tha^ost powerful 
interest in the house^^ the country ? 
Those of the comroh||l^, who *urge that 
relief might bo obtyfed in a better way, 
;^avs not deattfijiilrly with the colonies. 
'It-was theisMmy to attend when pther 
mode^f r^/were considered: and if 
they present, they would have 

kBdwii*^^at ili0i(;ultit* preswt then* 


deny to be desirable at home, beoausd^'. 
is alleged to be also desirable 
and thp other class objej:ts to amcMi 
which they admit to be desirable abro 
because it is alleged also to be desira^ 
at home. We would do the thing fcw»fl 
•own .sake, says one, only that it dow gj 
to you, and will make uswnesr aubt* 
elit to your if»tereHtii,-Wl^ ,, 

it; says she other, foryour sake; oiWy 
some people Uvink^it would do 
ourselves also.—Such is the tVretened 
of the colonies: If one pbieetjon will 
serve, pother will; and if tbw hdUeJ 
foted jn the objectiona yrhifM - * 
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,u1ri^ singly, tlten fliey* aro^et by con- 
l^ietory ol^fctions nt^.<nicr; one or other 
j^'ffhich ^ sure ta bit them. This con- 
me, that the opposition lies deeper 
l^anwe can see, ana arises from a real 
;m4isposition to relieve them, from what¬ 
ever. capso this may proceed. I]t| such a 
it is perhaps useless to continue the 

P ippmnt j for tiue it will be on this bub- 
t,as on every othcr^ that 
k /i. man cunvlnc'd aeiUBst his uil), 

Is of the same opiate 
j the history of thmH» objections will 
really entertaining to any<. but a siif- 
fer.—The first objection was, that we 
iould lower the price of barley, to the 
ipeat injury of the grower. Against this 
m wged, that although such would* be 
1^ natural effect of diminishing its con- 
IQl^ption, yet that, on this occasidh, no 
KKh cfifect would enstie: for th^i theie 
Iras a more powrt ful counteracting cause, 
Ufixiely,the shortness of the crop, and that 
omy effect that our measure would 
ggoducc, would be to keep ^owu some- 
(vhat the exorbitant price to which barley 
l^^t otheiwise rise. It was however in 
to contend : the agricultural pro- 
' agreed that barley must falland 
L^^nstematiou of tbe.,larmcr'i seemed to 
||i gchpi^l- fine man declares it would 
to 28 shillings; another says he would 
% sow his land ; nothing but retreiich- 
DP^ bankruptcy, and ruin we^ talked 
; in short we were quite overborne by 
.dlatpour. Luckily however, the coni- 
cimtinued to sit, and time argued 
m^r than we: for lo ! and behold 1 at 
^ end of two months, all the prophets 
opU.and'harley, instead of railing to 
■killings, has risen to 48 shillings.— 
what was the next objection i I 
I lyas curious to guess what it might 
tle^; aqii from the inconsistencies that lI 
1^ a^n, I allowed my fancy pretty goo^l 
Ijtude. But my rancy crept on the ‘ 
md^ and, had 1 guessed to the end of 
] never should have hit it. The last 
P(iQn was, tiftit we should lov^er the 
tjtp next was, that we should raise 
^ jvice i and accordingly it is now 
myely Contended, that we have raised it.< 
ol^ectim) is much more difficult to 
although the fiwt 
m ope seniid arWifoundation„aud this 
. |M.,none. But the diluculty here is of a 
: jt is that of stating any argu- 
'■Sant qr conclusion * ad abfardum' in a 
qf vlew^ than the Kroposi- 
,What, sir! a measureWiat is 
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to dimmish the consumption, or increase 
the supply, lower the price: will persons 
wl^ have a thing to sell, be induced to 
keep it back from the apprehension of a 
measure that will prohibit its future use i 
Will the buyer purchase more, in the ex¬ 
pectation that he may not be allowed to 
use it ? Speculations arc cbmiuon enough ; 
but I think not of this sort. Without the 
measure, ‘the distiller would certainly 
uant 800,000 quarters of barley i aiid'the 
bailey-grower woujd have a certain mar¬ 
ket for tnat quantity. With the measure, 
the former will not want, and tiie latter 
cannot sell it; and yet wc aie to suppose 
the distiller more eager to bu v, and the 
grower more unwillingfto sell, Mith the 
measure than nithout it.—^The next ob¬ 
jection IS the misihievouspiincipU’ which 
this recommenilaVion of the coininitlee^iv 
|,supposed to contain.—^ow, as we have 
heard .so much of this prirtc ijile, it w ould 
not have been going quite out of their 
road, if gentlemen had bejn pleased to 
tell us what it was: for, to this hour, no 
one has ^et distinctly stated it. I suppose, 
however, we may conclude from the ti nour 
of their argument, that it must be some¬ 
thing like this; that when the colonies are 
in distress, they shall be rclies'td at the 
expcnc'c of the landed inter* st; that when 
the sngar-maikct isoserbuithcned, it shall 
be relieved at tlic^cxpeiice of the corn- 
market ; or some similar proposition. 
Now this w'ould certainly be a \eiy mis¬ 
chievous principle, which no man would 
more decidedly coiideinu than myselll 
But who escr stated tins pimeiple, and 
who owns it ? None of the coininitlce at 
least: for they not only carefully guard 
against the principle, saying that the 
measure should on no account be perma¬ 
nent ; but they declare the very opposite 
principle, when they recommend that the 
restriction should cease, if it be found to 
have ail^ndue ('fleet on the corn-maiket, 
let the sihiation of the sugar-market be 
what it man ; thereby declaring that the 
[ilanfled hit^,est should by no means be 
subservient f|p the qolonial, but that, on 
the contrary,VoIonial interest should give 
way to that oreomestic agriculture. And 
yet to this imj^ed principle, this phan¬ 
tom of tholr own i^’gination, tliisbugbew 
of their own crcatl^^, all is to be sacri¬ 
ficed ; Great Britain loosed to want, an& 
the polonies to ruin.—gentlife*- 
men, this objection cotjl^^in ^nothet- 
shape, or at least under M^hgt^iiame. 
With them, it is not principle predh* 
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dent: an alarniidg and dangeroua 
dent!' It really might make one smifi to 
bee the great and powerful interest of this 
country in ati agony of alarm at placing 
a precedent in the handb of some ten or 
twelve inercliduls and three or four plant¬ 
ers, if now bO many there be remaining in 
this house. A body whose interest has 
been saci ifieed to cveiy body add on eveiy 
oc^ision; wlikh has been obliged to give 
way, whoever was the opponent; not only 
tu gieat and powerful'bodies, but to those 
which v\ ere most incoiwiderable ; not only 
fur gieat and important objects, but for 
considerations the most minute ; in short, 
which could be (jppressed for every body 
and for every puniose up to the point we 
see' It is. But, after all, what would this 
-jirei edent be, even according to their owm 
sbvwini*? A precedent that would do, 
them honour ip; little cost. It w outd be 
nieuly this, that, in the urgent distress of 
the colonies, no other measure appearing 
piacticablc io)- their immediate relief, but 
one that would unload the maiket of a 
glulforcfd into it by our conquests, the 
lauded interest had stepped before the rest 
of tlic nation in yielding l-lbtliof the 
bailey iiiarhet at a time when bailey was 
at least sixteen shillings higher than the 

i n ice at wliub miporUtion is allowed by 
aw. — One inoie objection I must yet 
notice, which seems to have made con- 
oiucijldc impiession. It is this ; that 
eveiy kind of icstiiclioii is bad, espe- 
«i.illy m legaid to torn; tliat every 
thing ought to be fiec, and left to find its 
own level. To this doi trine, no man as¬ 
sents more fully than J <!o. The theory 
is most just. But, Sir, nothing leads into 
moic error than the {.use application of 
true principles ; and no maxim has ever 
been move misapplied than this, that trade 
will find its own level. So it will, if left 
to itself: but then it must be* Ic^^ itself 
throughout. If you have inter||Ted with 
various restrictions and regulatifcsalready 
it is most absuid, in one particiwr instance, 
to quote a rule you have cun^iitly disre¬ 
garded. Trade, like the ^ment from 
which the phrase is bonded, will find 
its level, if left to itself;ylut if its course 
bp stopped here and forwjird there, 
an artificial level wiiyje introduced, which 
ybu must continue^ regulate and sijper- 
/mtend, or^yoiiiadn abandon all your past 
regulatidns restrictions.—Thus, as to 

the ct^ie^'^ left to themselves, »sar- 
edly tmejf^ould bring no more sugar to 
file tuftr^let thd it demands; but if yoti 



1 ^^ them to come 
trive avent for what th^ ^ . 

to cdin I if left to itself, dmiMt^ 
fertility of the soil, and the industry ^ 
inhabitants, would not suffer these'IsL 
to waii^. But if your whole system'' 
been a system of regulations ; if ms . 
mums and mini mums exist for inlportafsi 
and exportation; and if these, opcratio'l^ 
with other canres^ destroying the balam^’ 
hetwe n agricidt^abd mannfhcturC, hav| 
made you m mbMi degree depeniiefnt 
importation for subsistence i y^‘ 'mUj 
gradually indeed recede from an emmoo 
system, and finally abandon it: bbt' 
will nut be safe suddenly to turn 
and trust the subsistence of the cou^t 
especially after a short crop, to a dti 
perfectly just, but which you have l 
dered fhapplicabte.* Other objectioiis liM^ 
perhaps been urged; and their varie^ 
anil inconsistency is such, that one nuiM 
be excused if some are forget. One que^ 
tion 1 would however ask: how comw jtt' 
that, having hitherto inerted corn, itl| 
objection was made } Writers might per^ 
haps in theory object, remarks might 
casionally be made in parliament; hti'' 
still, the landed interest was quiet; thS 
was no clamour, no alarn:, no parli 
mentary opposition to the import, till’i 
last, that, being suddenly stopt by yo 
ene-my, jt is proposed for one year,, ' 
you can increase your domestic produ 
to take a partial supply from another quafi . 
ter; when it came from foreign statas^l; 
good; but when from your own colonidii^ 
luin, and destruction; and tbjs under 
cum stances that make it at leait^abtfUt 
whether your people will not want. 
this measure had no reference to the 
Indies, it is clear to every observer,It-l 
^llows from the arguments used agaii^ 
Jt, that It would not have met half the 
position it has met. Well then may fw 
colonies ciy out, when you talk* of tbtl^ 
protection afforded them, IVotect uikii 
against yourselves! No* ruin can cc 
upon us from any other quarter like 
which your protection affords; to us eve 
phSinge Aay afford hope, every alteraT 
improvement I Even the Iwguege of 
fosal adds to its poign^jjiWv ^!tf^y ‘ i 
admit% t|^e justice of t8mr case, eVer/ 
speaks to them coilffiiiseration'; boleyerp^ 
one sends them to the fi»t dow. Applet 
to the ministdf fiir relief from taxes; 
they ar^old that it is impossiU^to me ^ 
with sdnnportant a branch of the revdht 
|,whicmt this time could no how be 
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E %’ bibtide^, tHat mf klsxatioit of 
wodld ttot benefit them, but go to 
nsuidbr asiong a&the market is over- 
Proboae a measure for this pur- 

r ;e : here tne landed gentlemen are all 
array; they have ‘ lowering the price/ 
^ixd ♦ raising the price /—* alarmmg prin- 
^le/->«r$. formidable precedent/—‘ dan- 
IfWOUH doctrine/ to contend with. Go on, 
bHd ask merely leave to pay the Amcri- 
who bring them the necessaries of 
life, in sugar, winch they ounnot sell, in- 
lAead of money, which they cannot get ; 
jftien they meet the ship-owners, with 
^l-lHlivigation laws,’—Briti'-h bottoms,’ and 
4 fteutral bottoms/—‘ nursery of seamen/ 
importiincc of the navy,’ &c. Ask 
for leave to obtain their supplies in a 
i^ieaper way; then comes ‘ interest of 
Idanufactures ,’—‘ ruin qf trade,’—‘/nother 
country/ and I know not what. Ask, at 
least, permission to improve their produce 
and send home their sugar in a refined 
^te, which now will not pay for freight 
In a raw state; then they raeoi the * ship- 
<>wners/ again, and ‘ the refiners/—‘ es- 
ftifolished on acts of parliament/ and God 
Ithows what else. In short, turn which 
'Vsiy they will, it is the same ; evorywln^re 
^eir claims admitteih but evirywliere 
Ctsodily oppdacd. It is a complete t xem- 
f>lific*atioii of the lines of our beantilul 
.•|foet j from the first, it is:— 

' «* It gtieves my heait to see you*thus: 

« ' Be ^omforted; relief ib near; 

** See, all your fi tends ore in the rear.” 

* down to the last, who says :— 

, " Older and abler pass’d you by; 

f Uowstrong weie those, how weak am T; 
.^One m%hfaikl, with little alteration:— 
i, • Bum, we own, » just in view: 

But this is your affaii—adieu.” 

i6ach is British justice; such is British 
' '^SOitipaSsion; and such is the fate of Bi itisfr 1 
^■<lolonies! Worn out with lassitude, con-^ 
^tiiiued oppression, and repeated disap- 
- fMntip gnts, what other sentiment can rc- 
eppAPfor them but despair, or, if there be 
/ (ylbo pe, it must be a hope of separation 
'Vmtt what (if this measure be rejected) I 
not call the mother country it—Sir ; I 
it will |)ot be rejected j but that sen-^' 
i^fanenta inftBft.wf«yhy the justice, the libe- 
Sndthe^^lft^om of aiBritish house 
commons, will prevail. I hope ho the 
ro, as 1 observe that, although this has 
I artfully cried up as fhe cause of 
ilkttdad interest against colomal, and 
tfasreby the majority of n^e re- 
the foAner may be ho^e to 
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'the measuto; yet that many gentlemen of 
thifltdescription are not so, bnt considering 
the subject in a more enlarged view, are 
its warm supporters. That we and they 
may succeed, is my sincere wish ; for £ 
very much fear, that if this measure for 
the relief of the colonies shall foil, it will 
be the last we shall ever have occasion to 
consider. ^ 

Mr. R. hitndas concurred in the gene¬ 
ral principle laid down by liis right hSn. 
friend the chancellor of the exchequer for 
Ireland, as to the propriety of not inter¬ 
fering with the corn laws, an interference, 
ill general, which could not be productive 
oPany beneficial consequence. But, at 
the same time, he must ^linw that there 
were extreme cases in which it would be 
necessary to resort ti such intcrfeitnce. 
The question, the/efore, was, whctliiT tb*- 
•present circumstances of tins country 
were such as to constitute'* a case ol that 
desci iption ^ 'I’he late crops of barley and 
oats had been short, but not the crop of 
wheat. .Though there was no danger of 
scarcity at present, yet they ought to look 
to the future, and in the event of a slioit 
crop this season, they would not be justi¬ 
fied ill not leaving to' the executive go¬ 
vernment the power of giving to the public 
coiisimiption that aniouiit of com winch 
was consumed in tlie distilleries. He did 
not agrt*e either willi those who supported 
this a.s a colonial measure, or w ith those 
who defended it on the score of (*\istiug 
or apprehended si an ity, but with a view 
to the great national interesis which it was 
calculated to promote. 

Mr. Po/woM^ said, that with reference 
to the note produced by his lion, friend 
who spoke last but one, he could assure 
him, on his honour, that he never had in- 
terfeied ill it directly or indirectly. He 
hoped he was not weak enough, after hav¬ 
ing ‘>e«i(^ on the last night this question 
was discvscd, so many of his friends who 
had geriei^ly voted with him, dilier from 
him upop i\ to attempt to make it a party 
business ; ^d he assured him on his ho¬ 
nour he was^t indiscreet enough to give 
his assent to such a letter. He thought 
this explanatiml was warranted, from the 
confidence placeo^n him by his colleagues. 
An hon. ^nt. haa^hought proper to find 
fault with what had ^^n fimm him on i 
former occasion respe^t^ Ireland ; all 
he could say was, that it^'5 ji&rifi^ by 
the IdnguaM of the chanceSJ^ of the ex- 
cheque of Ireland, who sanSi^^t tko 
Union dionldaot be viokded ^cenvi- 



li)ience. For tuft part, jie 
ovgbt Dot to l>e violated^ipoD any. 
wbalfver ; tor if it were once brofeen ^ 
upon, who was to be the judge how far the 
innovations should go ? This country had 

f ained every, thing by the Union, and 
reland had lost her existence as an indC' 
pendent kingdom. He opposed the mea¬ 
sure as tending to depress the farmer; 
and tliouglit it was unwise of tne house to 
iiiterfere, except at a time of dire neces¬ 
sity. The oracle of the ministerial benches 
liad said that there was not any danger of 
a scarcity, adding, that the fiirmer could 
not be injured by the sus|)ension. This 
kind of argument was preposterous. •> It 
must be al lowed Jthat the fanner had only 
three markets ; first, the consumption of 
provisions; second, the breweries; and 
ihird, the distilleries. If they cut olf one 
of those markets, the farmer would only 
raise grain sulilcieat fur the other two. If 
the three markets were continued, and an 
actual scarcity came on, the stoppage of 
the distilleries would always seegre a suffi¬ 
cient supply ; but if they used sugar in the 
distilleries, the country could hope for no 
such resource. Distillation from grain 
always left a sur[>lus in the country, and it 
never yet had been known, that when his 
majesty, by the advice of his council, had 
dssued a proclamation for the stopping of 
the ilistiilerics, that indemnity had been 
denied. 

Mr. G. Ilibbert said, he had never felt 
more surpriiic at any proceeding in par¬ 
liament, than at the warmth of opposition 
with which he had seen this measure met, 
and he particularly thought the objections 
to the mode in wlu’ch it had been brought 
forward were ill founded. It had been 
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4nd wasitDotamatterof IB_^ 

tber the words • confining the 

* to sugar/ or • forbidding the usa'oi^'glgifjL' 

* in tile distilleries’ were used ?.llic jrsfSj|yi| 
the gremrers of grain, at least, was. 

the same. He bad come dc^p 
house the night the appointment 
committee W'as moved, and did expect tlMl' 
the measure thiw announced, would 
occasioned sotAd'^jConversation: ^ but;'d|h 
right hon. the chancellor of theis»<NblB^pB| 
appeared that time to be in 
the general sentiment of^the 
when he named a Committee, at. hh’lS'lf. 
pointed manner declared, with a 
impartial enquiries, and comprising a: 
tion of every description of the leadg;^^ 
tercsl^in that hpus^, there had been nob tlih 
smallest objec^n uttered, either agaiWt 
the names of'the Committee, or agahnlf 
their competency to all the hrancbe&'oftfaia 
enquiry submitted to them. And 
he wisned ito know, was not the committ^ 
competent, as well to ascertain the esjiiei^- 
dicncy of stopping for a limited time ^ 
Distillation irom Grain, as to point-wfe 
other means of relief to the Sugar PlaDte}|i^< 
There was a necessary connection betww 
the subjects, and the committee dout#. 
hardly disjoin them.—There was not'^p 
majority, not even a third of the Comih^; 
tec wh’cii had the most distant coimect^ltt 
with the West Indies. There were ofV» 
gentlemen of great landed property, 
of agricultural know'ledge; andthfere-w^lr 
others of general acquaintance with 
caiitile and financial concerns connect 


with various parts of the tAnpij?,‘and^5 

t _ _ •* f _1 A _ ‘_ 


wliom the wise disposal of the 
was a matter of essential intei'est. 
a committee made up wholly or chiefijifjlilf 


said, that the bouse had been taken by 

surprize, and that, out of a Committee in- . . 

stituted for the purpose of enquiring into ^landed proprietors have been mure temper 
and suggesting remedies for the ^tresses Ytent or more impartial ? Let the procehd>> 

■ jjjgg committee be looked to. Hdd 
they sat so many weeks to dotaihin 
denc^the long catalogue of West^^;^. 
distresses ? or had their time been t'*'^ 
up almost entirely in ascertaining to ' 
extent, jmder the jjresent eirctupstailii 
injury to the agricultural interest oi^ 
mother country could po^jibij^eaull^T' 
the. experiment.' MSrt,j( 

had found himsel^nominated of Aatc«^^^ 
mittee, without his previous koowla*-^"^ 
he must .dec^pre, (he had often declare 
the cotmnittec,) that.ftiemqiMure ahouUj 
have h0 approbation,., if 4t ware mf 
she'^ginobe benefioU to the 


of theAVest India Planters, h^'^risen a 
pixiposition materially affectlwthe agri¬ 
culture of the kingdom, a^roposition 
which they were not competent to entcr-^ 
tain or to judge of, and w^h the house 
could not have looked for a commit¬ 
tee so constituted. A l^e reference to 
the appointment of tlimYommittee would 
prove the fallacy c^^is repriesentation. 
FThe Committee is^fepressly appointed to 
enquire mjd jsjoti how far it may be 
^'practiGdbli^J^exp.edient to confine the 
'-J>istiyeri(^^^the united kingdom .to the 
4 .nse M and Molaases.bmy, and also 
f#vb»irT/nec. prevision cm.be. made for 



if ft sppcawd to be, tmdeT o new 
efeeaiion of the coantr]r» i measure of wise 
Ofd tiaeiiil pWcautton for the general be¬ 
lli^—An hon. baionet(sir J Sinchii,) 
referred ♦o the Report of a ( oniinitteL 
of the last pailiament, and had repeittd 
some expressions liom il; willing to shew 
tbM this i|jp?y question had Incn recently 
dMerenned by a rommillct of piiliamcnt 
^Itlch had decidedly diiappiuved the int a- 
i^e> But the lion, baionet bad omitted to 
<^e,tbat thi formei committee hid it not 
in then contemplation to stop the 
ly^tillcry fi oni ^i am I hi v wei e to con- 

aidtft of the cxpi dieucy of admitting Sugar 
tnbe u<!(d in common with giain m the 
distilleiirti, and against tins mensure there 
did appear to be on the seore of it venue, 
otnections so many and fomudahh, thaS the 
committee could not ietommend it ‘They 
hgdi however, eoncludcd thoii Rcpoit by 
suggesting the propiiety of endeavouring 
to icmovc those impediments whieli stood 
in the way of an expedient, the adoption 
of which, at a future time, inigld be matter 
of necessity —-Isow, afiti that Repoit, the 
M^intnient ot the existing eominittce 
tWs a fair piesumption that those who le- 
^t^mcndci) such an appointment did sei 
Mfpie change in the sitii'ihon oi ciicnni- 
iiattcesof the comitu which might po si- 
biy prove the exptdicm v, not of mixin^ 
Bimt^ with giaiii in the distill us, hut ot 
tM^Uuting siiatar for gmn toi a hunted 
tulpe. Such ciKumslnnces, d( uhih ss, had 
boitfO in the eontemplation of the right 
bon. the chancellor of the exclicquei 
wbon he suggested the enquiry ; and they 

7 w pnnsip'iMv thcoe , the in'eiruption 
that littc rcourse thiough which for in 
average of yean past wt had irceivtd into 
tbd consumption of this kingdom, a supply 
of|i)out^7t),000 quarteisof gia n annually. 
Anm foreign parts, and, moreover, a tem- 
pbjfary stoppage by the American embargo 
or, that murcourse by v hich our Wcat 
fllfflUcolontes were otdinaniy supplied 
WiW'Tlhur and gtam. Ihese two dacts, 
tf^ther, formed an entirely novel 
Sil(|^on of the countiy, which could not 
boi yfowod Without anxiety, and *wbich, 

j l, bad ^llud for the anxious so- 
0 our most eminent 

Itqrai «conoill!li»t*fi Thc^ timely at< 
to fotts thus notonous ahet im- 
> was so for from being of a nature 
^ that it ought, on the contrary, to 
{[’-n^q^Md^sion. Nothing coulA cause 



than to ^e the adbiimiltratjon not wailing 
for tic urgency of the prtesure, but wisely 
guarding againtt the just approacll of 
want —tie was as averte a.sanyinan iil 
that house c ould be, to mention the topu 
of scarcity in su h a manner as to picato' 
a public alaim, he Was eyeii await ot 
the influence of opinion upon such mat* 
tots, but It became that house to be atun* 
live to evtiy sjmptom thit indicated 
appioaching want; and certainly, one 
would not look for \hose syniptomb «p- 
pe iriiig first n the grcit maikets, wheit 
money would at all limes attract sup¬ 
ply, and where a small difleiencc in the 
sup'\dy could be hardly lemaiked, but 
m those iessficqucnttdoiVesb fertile spots, 
whei c supply, though always necessary,w as 
less oisily piocuied -It the house wnnld 
cnquiie into the piesent situation of somc^ 
paits of Scotland and of l)elmd at tins 
moment, in respect to the prices or the 
supply ot giaiii, time would appeal some¬ 
thing at le ist woith^ their proVideiit atten¬ 
tion, although lie tiusttd not of tint conse¬ 
quence to Occasion netal alaim— 
oppom nts of toe me isurc, however, bi ought 
fuiwaid then genrial principles, and told 
us, what he was vei^ willing to admit, tint 
demand will alwa} s oec ision supply, th iL 
i^iicultnie would idinit of almost m rud- 
hss piogiessivr extension, iiid tint we 
h id only to discoui ig( all lehaiiee on 
foitign aid in oidn to piodact at hoim 
all wt should waul But, gianting this to 

be tiuc as a priiuipli, w is it not eqinlly 
true as a fart, tint loi the last 5 yc irs, 
compii mg a fur avenge of ciops and 
under i piogrossive st ite cl agiicultme, 
we Ind yet itccncd into out consumption 
an avoi ige loreij,ii sujjply ot 770,<'>00 qii ii- 
t< rs of giain annuill^ ^ What had occa¬ 
sioned this supply for j sucrcssivc yeais? 

I^w as it vv lilted oi not ? and w h it had 

I TXicomi VL’t ^ w IS it consumed oi not ' 
Il was idinM talk of om independence on 
foieign supuiy with tins tact stating us m 
the face, si' might grant the hon gen¬ 
ii men their vcoiy; but they must allow 
anxious under such cir- 
t the exigencies' ot that 

interval which 
befote their tl 
action. It was not 
to landholders alone, 
to all the Consumers of I! 
lend, ef which there were 


^liQfldbce m the people as yn the 

^rdyisioil for their suBtevl|hce, trenbt (sir O. BUnfoll,) whS tbotfj 


us to bo a litt\ 
cumstances 


,, ot Her cssity, elapse 
could be put into 
uestton interesting^ 
was interesting^, 
of the 


and most 


resectable desmptioiu who i 
touch land. He could ainfte ^ 
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there were too many of that deacrip^iott in } llyey veto indeed 
parliament, that though he was a^^iieal 


landbolder, he had the moit sincere res¬ 
pect and vfsneration for the whole of the 
agricultural interest, which he thought was 
the first in point of national importance; 
but that be could not, in the present case, 
account for th*e alarm which tlmt inteiest 
had felt. If there were a grc§t and popu¬ 
lous district any where that had attended 
tcTagncultuie only, neglecting all manufac¬ 
tures and being accustomed to receive from 
abroad etcry aiticle of their clothing and 
their access to tliat foreign supply should 
be suddenly cut olh we might with great 
truth '•ay to them,' you possess w ithin yolir- 
sel\ cs t he means uf cloatning yourselves,and 
if you will shutout youi foi cign dependauce 
altogether, you w ill iii time through neces- 
' sity accomplish your putpose.’ This might 
be w ise and sound counsel, and yet, mean* 
time, Ashile tht^ expei'iineut was in process, 
a seveic winter might prove rather incon¬ 
venient, ninU while upon the best princi¬ 
ples of political economy wc vvcri; shewing 
them how to fabricate breeches and petti¬ 
coats* they might be shewing us what it 
would not be decent m that assembly to 
name.—I’lic advocates for the agricultural 
monopoly of the distillery said, that agri- 
rultine met with at piescnt lather too lit¬ 
tle than too much encouiagcimnt, and that 
the throe competing maikets of the ordi- 
n iry consumption, as, food of man and 
beast, ol the hitweiios and the distilleries, 
wtu all nece‘ .aiy for the maintenance of 
the farmei’s piosperity', and fur sustaining 
the piesent production of grain. Now, if 
it weie so, here is a new and a fourth 
maiket, the maiket which hod been occu¬ 
pied by the foreign supply—w as that, too, 
necessaiy ^ why, then, had it been pre¬ 
occupied ? Or, if it was not necessary, 
hou' would the growers of grain be in- 
juied, wcie it pd&ibJe to bri^ our 
colonial ptoduce to supply e:!^tly the 
place m consumption which t’At foreign 
supply had occupied ’ But ^ that was 
nut possible, where, again, 
juiy to the grower of. grain L 
change were made, and if in'' 
market of llie supply froi 
must be now given to 
borrow the maiket of t^distillery, until it 
srauld be proved thaj^ur own agricultural 
»-yso«rces were to the whole ?—’He 

had h^t ih t^mck ground the distresses 
of the Vilest trade, yet tlie house had 

that they were great and 
his .own part, he wew that 


tas the in- 
a fair cx- 
fetum for the 
abroad, which 
we asked to 
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and that, though they had hUhelrto 
chiefly on those dwectly coimeGied 
the colcnics, they mart, ere Iwig^ tm 
genciaily feit, and that the landed m 
in Its turn would not escape thetr 
flugnc'd. He had expected to have ft 
a sentiment somewhat more hhikti in 
house on this occasion; that we shehH^ 
have gladly united in gmproviag the menid^ 
ol defeating ai^ of the purposes of odl^ 
great and iirreteode enemy. Itwas^tr 
same adveisc and overruling power wdri eld 
denied an access to the markets whae^ Ww 
might sell out surplus colonial prottufi^] 
and the means too of importing one defi^‘ 
of gram. We had the power in our bandi^ 
of bitting one ot the efibrts of his 
m repiedy ul tlie other, and thus of ceiN 
cellijig both; yefoit seemed rather to bd. 
the scntimer^ of some of his hononrai^ 
friends, that a measure which they coiM{j( 
derud as pernicious m itself was to be code 
sidered the more so beeauso it wasc^' 
iiected witlf the relief of the West locflfi 
colonies.—It had, indeed, been objectetl^ 
to the measure, that it must befinefifectiml 
for the relief of the colonies; tbb objetik^ 
tion was urged with a very bad grace bd** 
those who dented Utat the questioa ouginr 
at all to be connected w ith the West ladin 
distiesscs; but there could be no doiabt 
that in as far as sugar should find a 
consumiViun lu the distilleries, the plant^l^ 
and impoiteib of that ai'ticle must expii^ 
lienee relief, and although that refill 
should be temporary, and mat more 
manent relief should not (as he tnwtod if'-' 
would) be administered, ye^tkenKfionislsC 
were in the condition of mi exbaiuted pa* 
tient to wiiom a cordial might be a dmk j, 
nistered with piopiicty in oracr to enabld'^ 
hjm to bear bis subsequent remedies, alsi'’ 
fiough you would not expect permaneofl^ 
^lo support and restore lum by ccHrdials».-* > 
As to those observations which teqded^to^'' 
represent the West India case as originate, 
mg w bully in improvident and extravagant 
speculations, he should, perhaps, have aa^ 
j*ther opportunity of, noticing them- 
Report would shew how little those o 
vations were borne out by fact. 
port of Sugar from our colj 0 jm« 1 n’t‘hp 
years ending th 1805^ vVks 2,947 
From tbd same colmies in the'tiiksM|y«aiti‘^ 
ending in 1783, immediately after 
peace of I785f, l,814>lfiQtwi>|''-diei 
an incretjpe, in 20 years, m 1,18^^940 
—Or, myve lookra tn ihn last 
these none colomet had sene i&r th 


Thi? 






cfft. wMcb nrottld mske theJn- 
production amount to i,255,Bli 
ailtfU abo^e the average of the three years 
^p^ing in 17S5. llie British and Irish 
««nsuroption in 18(y7> was 2,tb6,5^2 cwU; 

of the three years ending in 1785, was 
I>d0d,4l34 cwt.; increased consumption, 
}ji^SO/>58^«wt.—From these facts it would 
hapear, that the colonists had rather nicely 
tJ^Ihe mturk, and that they had not sup- 
}ihed much for an increased demand for 
atport But we had been accumulating 
|a<thU country the colonial produce of all 
mttions, admitting much of it too into the 
pfivifeges of our own consumption, while 
at same time the chances of war de¬ 
prived us of access to the ordinary chan- 
iiajis in which it had been and might again 
& consumed. Some celebrated northern 
Clitios had estimated the iucreasedi pro- 
dttctioa of sugar in the whole of the West 
India colonies of all nations within the last 
0P] ^ears (after allowing for the defalcation 
^ St. Domingo) at 2,000,000 cwt.; but, if 
In the same time the increased consump- 
^n of the British empire alone accounted 
ran more than one half tliat quantity, could 
^,be unreasonable to suppose, that in all 
Ihn other markets of Europe, an increased 
^mnsumption might be* found for the re- 
'Inainder ^—Upon the w hole, the house 
jVhB called upon, under circumstances new 
criticsd, to exert its legislative poweis, 
invelieving an important porlioh of the 
mpire, and in the protection of the whole 
jhom one of the worst of evils. The cir¬ 
cumstances of the prei>surc of the war, and 
|jhe temporary suspension of our trade,ought 
| 0 , be taksm'into the account. This was 
l^a momenl to put at hazard a scarcity, 
4mmtoessive dearness of the necessaries of 
He should give ins zealous suppui t 
V) the^proposed measuie, as one of poll- 
$|fal wisdom aiid of wise precaution. i | 
,t,ililr, Btyle (Solicitor-General of Scot^l 
1) ^mited that it would be a' most 
policy to relieve one set of men at 
expence of another class of tlm com¬ 
ity. When he considered, however, \ 
BkIs stated in the Report upon the 
te. and what he knew of thet state of 
^top, particularly in Scotland, ht* 

‘' u measure of prudence 

•top ’distn^tkin friAu grain, not 
~ [ tim beginmng of July,hs had 
ised by the noble lord, but if 
Hfpm di^e beginning efJune. This 
Imd lonned some moiths ago, 
'^io^peodentof the plesentsi- 


should therefore betray the duty he owed 
tor country/if he aid not vote for ther 
pi^sent measure.. ’ 

Sir H. Mtldma^ professed to feel' di 
deeply as any man for the present distress 
of the West Indian planters, and to be 
most anxious that some relief should be 
granted them; but he thought tins relief 
might be mpeh better given by a reduc¬ 
tion of the present duties on sugar, by a 
relaxation of the navigation act, or tSy 
advancing Uletn a sum of money as had 
been done in one instance before. Ho 
hoped, however, that in order to relieve the 
West Indian planters, tlic house would not 
coAsent to derange the whole of the exist¬ 
ing agricultural system ofethe country. He 
could not tonspiit to an interference whicdi 
would derange tlic whole system of British 
agncuituie, on thd taiih of which sytsenv 
•11,000 acres had been recently brought 
into cultivation. This incrLasc of tultiire 
would not bo kept up if the encourage¬ 
ment of a fair rnarket was not stiilered to 
Opel ate. Tbe land hoie a vast proportion of 
the public burthens, poor tax 7,000,000/.; 
laud tax, which, though a most wist and 
beneficialtax, was rxtieniely heavy; and 
the W'liole weight oi' the militia. The 
price of barley, he contemUd, had risen in 
consequence ol the discussion of the inea- 
suie, because, evoi suite it was proycted, 
the distilicis ii.id been buying up ail the 
bailey they could find at any price, for the 
purpose of increasing their stork of spirits, 
lie, therefore, hoped that the measure 
would be dropped. 

Mr. Wtstern said, he was ready to do 
justice to the motives of the noble lord 
(Binning) who brought fbiwaid the pro<s 
posed measure of prohibiting the grain 
distillery, and to the inoUves of the chan¬ 
cellor of die exchequer also, who appeared 
determined to give it his most strenuous 
suppo^; but that he'diflcred from them 
so widek^ in opinion upon the subject, 
tliat instc^l of viewing it as a tneasme of 
sound ppliA/, or as a wise expedient for a 
special pur]^e, he conddered it in every 
po'nt of vieL most mjudicious, and likely 
to be produe^c Of incalculable mischi^ 
It appealed tv him extraordinary, after 
the division of am other night, Wne!tt the 
question was t arriV by a majority of only 
14, that his maje^’s miniate^ shoaii 
think it adviseable in preirii^ 

the subject further Qpdti^|^pusidbratte|k\ 
of the house. It w^ 

Aisters to do so upon such a 

it ww still estraord^iMtyl^^ 
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a measure as that they were then disfius* 
sing; nothing could be moie dangtrous 
dian first to raise an alarm of scarcity, 
and then render it matter of frequent and 
reiterated debate in that Jiouse. It was 
the itrtdin method to induce, or at least 
entrease the diflkulties intended to be 
leiiiedied, and it was impossible to avoid 
repeated discussion, if the measiiie bhouid 
bs unwisely peisi,tcd in. Those who op- 
po-td It, did so upon the fullest conviction 
of the rvils that would arise fntni it, 
and ut Uu necessity of with^tandIng the 
cstablislmic nl of so dangcious a prevedent 
They thought it net ess,«y to usist sqc h 
an iiitcilertiice vjilh the agriculture of the 
coiinliy by cviry rat,ms in tlicir powti, 
and would ceitaiiily oppose the bill in all 
Its stages thiongh the home —Mi. Wes- 
Uin sad, he should not, at that time, 

\ll consiclci tbe i]ueslioii as it allertid the 
Wist ill Ins, biJttonfiiK hiiiisilt lo tie 
gtuund npui^which It u spiiiuipdlv di- 
Icndctl, namely, as a j rttaiUioiniy mci- 
'•vue against siaicity; an i in flial point 
«1 view he t.niindeJ theie not only 
e\isU d ji) cause vvIiattMi tint ici|UHeil 
Its a(h],ti()n, l)ut evtiv pctiihu ciitum- 
btiuce ol till ]>i(s(ut tim..s iliiiiletl ohM' ' 
ous u isOii‘ aguiist luv iig iKOUise to 
such an c .'a Mini 'J he s,tuition of 
Fmopt mil the piohibh t < nsi qi i nt Joss 
oi the 'iipply ut LOin wine hue h id b' in 
aceiistimtd to leieiM ficin foil i.,111 c iim- 
tiiis, vs as the ostni'-ihh ii as m niged in 
juslifieatiun Ol thisnaasUK Soiai li nii 
coiisiih ling It in that l^ht. he thought tlis' 
Mtuanon oi Iniopi aboidtdiviiv motive 
to induce the Imisiature to absta n iiom 
such an inteifircmt with the agiiiu'ture 
ot the i oinitr}. If the lontinent of lunopc 
and all the poits fiom whmcc we had 
been accustomed to impoit rora wcie ni 


policy in the goveTinmenlr, 
thing was more alarming an^ ibore iwe 
jurious to the merchant and mantifatfturOi^ 
of every description? Instead Of depHvmdf 
agiKiilture of a inatket which mdUst 
raiiiisli^ pio luce eventually, we sfaodlll^ 
lather tiideavour to CMend those vel^ 
inaikcts which had aluady contltbut^ 
miteiiallyto encrease the cultivation Of 
fveiy puit of the muted tmp>re.—»Bot, 
till II, u w as said, that we should stand 
mid of an immediate resource to answef 
the demand which the foreign com ha# 
heretofore supplied, and which being Witbt 
(liawn would leav e a vai mini that it wotll# 
be desirable to fill up by the giain cOil-^ 
sunied in the distillcucs. It was alsd 
Slid, that the dtiicieiicy of last yi ai'acropf 
of bai ley, and pulse, added to the liMf 
of thfffoieign cofn, iiiuloied it probabto 
that a seal city might vi I ciistit, and whicli 
had ludciil been nun id .ibe dy 111 partk 
1)1 Scoilaiid and Inland 1 hat tin re might 
be a piessuie in paUiculHi di&tncts it| 
ronbcqueiia' ot the failure of the oat crop, 
and the foil ign tnipoii of oats, he could 
iiadiiy biliLve; but the proposed mea« 
sun would not then iclieve those dis* 
ti u ts; and ill it there w as any appearance 
of a ginciai si ai city, he must deny most 
pos lively. So fii lioni it, the price of 
10)11 w IS such, as baicV to give un ad 6 > 
ijUiti letnin to the giivier; wheat had 
not bt( 11 t.igliei th in wis iieiessiry for that 
l)ui|''»se, and as to b,u'iy and 0 ts the# 
[lilt;? ai that time ibd nut p.iy "o will as i 
veiv model ate puce would do upon a 
good ciop —,-Mi \V said, the inniket plica 
ot the kitijj lom at Jar/c vv I'^'thaawviilenca 
upon which he founded Ins opinion that 
tlicit* existed no leason wliativci to ®p- 
piehiiid a si ireity. The innket prlca'' 
was the best, if not the only intcuiMi by 

_1,.. u ..i,._ ..r d.1__ t' ..T 


the handi of the eiiI my, It was evident that |/vhieh to judge of the sulbcirncj of the 

supply to meet the coii'<uni|'tini ot thq 
yeai. It was, m tiutb, the result o:f all the 


in futuie, wc could rely upoii,.jidt own 
icsouices alone*. It was nut Jneiely in 
the picsent moment, when 1/ tiuth by 
extraoi dinary good foitune j(c (did not 
stand m need of foreign aid. iut in future 
years when we had expuie'fced defective 
crops, that we might have ta sti uggle with 
all the difTiculties of scarjAty and famine, 
that we might with rcp 6 n drea|i the loss 
IT the foreign supply y Was it wise, then, 
S'* such a time as tK’'present, and in such 
a situation of<|£m,^e and the woi Id, to do 
t^at which D^<^discourage the efibnl of 
the Br^h firmer by depriving him of a 
^ 8 t .^ 4 t^icial market for his produce, 
rmd %iX.vmcing a spirit of meddling 
Vot*. ^J. 


collective information of all the person® 
^ifsideift in eveiy put of the kingdom, 
whose tiade, employment, and intcust it 
wis, to obtun the, most aennate know?i 
Jtdgo pcAtsibIc of the pioportioii of suf 
and demand. Theie wis no evide^ 
ei^ual to tliat derived fc$i«irrtdx 'sonri: 
not ail^tho cohnmitties'of‘live house fhhl 
evei sat, could uffovd infui malion so mtiiiH i 
to be relied upon It was absurd, Iheii,'w 
talk about a«cdicity, when th^* mrHitiJi# 
indicate{| a plenty, and which the pre^ 
price of wheat most undoubledi^ 

Was tojjibe obsetved, likewise,‘tha-vtlt 

S M 


s * ' 
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«||»1Mt.aR)x XBOitente, biK it was and 
but been sj^e Iftat harvest peculiarly 
sUiadyi less l^ctuatmg perhaps than ever 
ifM known, and no stronger proof of soilU 
^ency^aad even plenty, could well be ima- 
^ limed, 'than what arose out of that^aingle 
oiecumstance. It was really singular that 
niagir apprehension should be avowed of a 
dmreity of corn, when the price of wheat 
had seenh) remain at 70c. per quarter, 
nr within one or two shiltings under or 
•ver, since the lastharveid; and this in 
ilehaBQe of the known fact that the foreign 
Bitppty was cut otf; nobody, he thought, 
rjetdd imagiiiu! that the corn merchauts\iid 
sot know the state of the foreign trade till 
informed by the Report of the West 
kn^ Committee; and yet no unusual 
apiKulations, no fluctuations of pric(«had 
Udten place ; that there might be bofn the 
noe aiid the other, now that parliament 
had interfered; was very probable, but hi¬ 
therto it appeared as if the loss of the 
foreign trade had contributed to render 
the price more steady than it had formerly 
been.—Mr. Western said he would next 
desire the bouse to consider what were the 
wices at which, upon former occasions, it 
been thought advisable to prohibit the 
t|ae of grain in the distilleries; such a me.v- 
^re h^ indeed been reported to on three 
'OCcaBkms only since their establishment in 
.#890; the lirst time in the year IJ.97, the 
OilSeuinstancee of which it was not neces- 
aary particularly to advert to, bn account 
we period being so distant, and the 
ahuation of the country so diflerent; the 
tapxtaswpensiou took place in 17»5, and the 
ithwd in let the house bear in mind 

nt)w7price of fprain at the time the committee 
4wd rectHDinended the suspension ; wheat 
'opeailtben at 70a, barley 3<Ja. oats 33a.; at 
i jfllA timp he was speaJJng wheat was at 
barley 40a. oats 3-ls. Now, whaK 
, W»ftitia 1795 and 1800? In the first of 
t^ose periods, in the siuniner of 1795, a 
tslcnng^ apprehension prevailed that the 
* was inateriaily injured, and a*co»8i- 
tdffable ajUrm waa excited throughout the 
t«iWntry. bkJulywbeaiwas 84«. per quar¬ 
ter, and IB August it rose to 108s. aiid other J 
ha pr oport ion. In. December 1800“, 
^en .tlid,nii3(Wuq2ension was thought ex- 
wheat risen to'l25a., l^rley 
*4, and oats •39*.; these were 
to which corn had advanced 



was taken off in Feb. 1802, 


wheat was then 75s. Oef. barley 44*. and 
oats 33*. 4d .; which was 5*. 6d. higher lor 
wheat and 4«. for barley than it was whm 
the cominittee advised the present in¬ 
tended prohibition to commence.—It was 
likewise material to attend to the (imo of 
ifae year at which tho suspension was ir- 
oommendcd,in]79'i,in 1800, and the pre¬ 
sent time; in 1795 it was at the beginning 
of the harvest, which it was imagined iiuil 
suflered ntostessential injury; consequently 
there was a whole yi af’seonsumption tolook 
forward to, and provide fix*; and in 1800, 
in December, there was of course a much 
loujjer time than at present, wliic h was to be 
supplied from the st«*ck in ^nnd, belbre the 
new crojj should arrive : in tlie present 
instance the season was .so far advanced, 
that but a few monthi.reuiainud to provide 
t^r; it svas impossible that before tlwi 
time, the price should not have risen very 
inati'ri.'lly, if any deficiency had been at 
all probable; in truth, it was most evident 
that the measure proposed was wholly un¬ 
necessary,‘‘and being so would-be infinitely 
mischievous.—Mr. W. said he would ria- 
dily admit that the state of depcndancc we 
had been in upon ioreign countries for part 
of our annualsubsi.stcnce, might reasonably 
excite some alarm, uow that such supply 
could be withhold at any time by the 
power of the enemy ; most happily how- 
ever, no danger existed that was pre.ssing 
or immediate ; it was our peculiar good 
fortune to haveso encroased our cultivation 
within these few year'-, and to have had so 
abundant a wheat harvest Inst year, a.s to 
enable us, without any difiinilty,aiid with¬ 
out foreign aid, to meet the growing crop, at 
the very moment the enemy had made 
himself master of almost every port in 
Europe. The danger then was not imme¬ 
diate, no eause lor alarm whatever at that 
time existed, but apprehensions for the 
future Kbrht be entertained, and in those 
apprehenSniH he certainly participated. 
It was imp^sible not to contemplate the 
,no.ssibility ^ a defective haivest without 
aianii; it w% against such an event that 
we ought to lA striving to provide, instead 
of confining oi^iews to the present mo¬ 
ment ; measure\tfae very reverse of that 
which was^ under ^nsideration ought, m 
his opinion, to be h^recourse to; was » 
not indisputable, tha?^ora our oVrn rc\ 
sources alone that sopniyNtnitt in future 
be dAwn which bad hiHiertl^^en received 
from foreign countries ? how oar 

produce to he cncreased, to m««^i en- 
cveosed dtmsaid upon it 
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hy one my obviotH and ea«y<nictbod, bv 
^ «ncouragentent to the Britisb groweA It 
might be aHkod, what encmira^dment do 
the growers of corn, does the landed inter¬ 
est, require to extend the cultimien of 
the land, and to increase its production ? 
Do they require extravagant high pr(ces ? 
niul are not the present suifictent Do 
they require bounties, or other artincial 
iiHeans of encouragement i No, said Mr. 
we do not require extravagant high prices, 
fur numerous evils areattondailt upon them, 
we arc satisfied with the price when the 
markets aie uiulkstuibed and the buyers and 
selleis are left to themselves to dispos; of 
ilieir property as they think fit: we do 
not require bounties or any other en- 
courageraent that is not afforded to other 
tneielijiits and manufacturers; whatwc do 
reqiiiie, is, to have eijjual advantages wit^i 
tliuse who einbuik their rapital and devote 
th<Mr industry to other pursuits, and to be 
secured from nstrictive and prohibitory 
1 uvs mid legislative interference. The 
public are too apt to imagine thift excessive 
high prao is anxiously desired by ail those 
who are concerned in the cultivation of 
laud, and that idea has received too much 
cuuutt nance from some, members of that 
house ; but the opinion is unjust and un¬ 
founded ; we are desirous, no doubt, of a 
sufficient, and a steady price, and it is the 
intere&t ot the country tradesman, and la¬ 
bourer likewise, that we should have it; 
because when agriculture flourishes, they 
find i(instant employment, and full wages. 
We are anxious that food should bo render¬ 
ed to the people as c heap as possible, but 
we know that it never can be rendered to 
them cheaper than its production costs, with 
adequate remuneration to the grower; 
every act of legislative interference will 
make it dealer instead of cheaper; the * 
price may indeed in some cases be keptr 
down fora time,butafter such adjpression, 
it will rise again with accumidated force ; 
every prohibition of markeft, every re- 
ttrictive law, is a sort of grc'’(lataon of thf 
law of a maximum, and ifs operation is 
propm'tionably the same-* ibevitably in¬ 
creasing and accumulating the evil, amk 
such has been invariably the case iii all 
countries where such measure;^ have been 
4ried. There is o^y one way by which 
•the price of cor^'can be kept moderate 
and ste^dy» a**.! that is by encouraging 
iproduction'* atid that mode of klepiog 
<low»*the'price we are anxious to invite 
and pr^iiote ; we know that is the only 
<cfiectUiQ modi, and those who imagine 
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Chat other means will 
ceive themselves, and hold fhlM' attK 
delusive hopes to the peoplef and if fhaM! 
opinions should so far prevail, as to npdocw 
legislative ctlactinente founded uput SOldti 
mistaken principles, the most seriouf.lM 
fatal consequences wilt follow.-—Mr. 
said he was convinced from all the infeiit 


mation he had been able to collect, aadk 
from such observation as ft was in hUf 
power to make, as well as from the «i|o 
cumstances relative to the markets befisrh 


alluded to, that the cultivatimi of the COalvs 
try was extended beyond conceptJwtwri|lli* 
in the last few years, and the tillagOriftiM^ 
lands that were in cultivation 'immettstly 
improved. The high prices of the yeitl 
1703 and 1800, had given a great momlasil 
tary*stimulus to agrieuUure, and lMrott|lM 
tnan'^ thousmiti Acres under tite plougl^ 
and so far the ^ect was beneficial to thA 


community, however painful the circAMpi 
stances at that time. It was a sort of silk 


inulus however, which no considerate agrfk 
culturist would be anxious for again, \lti0- 
settled the rates of the wages of the !#• 
bourcr and mechanic, and brought mat^ 
inconveniences. An hoii. member (M^. 
Curwen) had alluded to an act relating to the 
corn trade which passed in the year 180A, 
and which he (Mr.W.) had the honour, mu' 
der direction of a committee, to introduce 
uito tl^c house. The object of that act vWHt 
to encourage and increase the producthttk 
of British corn by checking the excesjttve' 
importation of foreign growth; in Wfidl* 
to do this the importation price of WhUit 
was raised from 545. to 6fo. per qr. jSlltt 
other grain in proportion., Miw Pitt 'tWfe 
at that time at the head of the addiiUlA- 
tration, and gave to the measure his de¬ 
cided support; he saw the iteceffiky ttf 
encouraging the agriculture of the court- 
try, and of throwing off onr dependsb^ 
upon foreigrt nations, who were, or who 
probably might be, our enemies; and He 
(Mr. W.) said he felt himself aojhoriaifd 
in spying, that Mr. Pitt wbuld have coil- 
cnrred.in carrying the prinefpie of tlWi 
act further, if the prejudices of the ^nle 
had nit rendered it unadvisable todo'AA. 
TTie hon. member (Mr. Cutweft) hadl'ifllM. 
dthat he was convincndj'ffeat adhaMi)m 
fron) jjt haa resullcd to* the country | llhr 
his own part, be certainly eoncqfr«d'4li 
that opinion, and believeo'that it waA*la 
some , degfiee owing to the secorlty* It 
aii^dfd to the British fiirmen iosnffliSMAt 
as it was, that we were now in a sUdACtlhi 
so ikuch more competent'to provito'aiA- 
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tkumet (at the population of this country, 
itodependanloftoreif^iaid, th'in we should 
h^Mre been ac^a pet lod soniewlmt more re- 
■jtote> whatever were those atl vantages 
lb« leady to ^iie lull cicdit to Ali 
Put, to whose support tlie but<tS'»^ot the 
pteasuie at the time must (iitainly, m a 
^lusteiial device, bt attiibutid It was 
Bpt howerei upon the iniriasid agiicul- 
lure pt (lie it Iliitain alono tiiat were 
POpipelled to kIv ; the agncuituie of lrc> 
land had imleased efeii moie lapidly, 
und abundant supplies might be dcrivid 
iifoin tlitnci An act was passed m tlie 
y^i IbOO, tiu ptitK ipic ot which he most 
uompiptcly pppioved, though some of its 
material pioMbions he tluught im|Kilect, 
by that act the com tiacli was (.iitnolv 
thrown open b< Iw* en the two countrus , 
Ireland could not f iil to fexpenence Vnsi- 
Wy th( beiufiLi il < llc( tb of ha\ in ' tiic Ihi- 
tish maikcts tin own open to Ini, and wi 
might derive fioiii thouc all tiu suppius 
we stood iiinctd oi li it < otdd be supposed 
possible tint the agiu iiltinc oi'ti Hiitiin 
should lenniu statioiniy lulaiid dnu 
ypuid be abU to sup| '\,i” in iiuiidibly 
fl|)prt tiiiiL, all thitwch I hitlurtodi ii\f d 
fimn lomginouiiti 11 it on litti be tiu 
olycct ot guveiiuiunt, as*it w s the o j >i s 
Mlicy, to (luouit^e the i luidiuic oi 
Ireland, to give ciupioi nunt to lu i ii i- 
Uon, and to nab ct lui to | luiuh us with 
thgt bin phis plod c whuh slu was so 
capable of aliuiding, and no longci to 
opntinuc that eiicoui ig n ent to tiu igri- 
cpltme ot ioicigu and hosMic nations — 
Upon tin whole, he (oiisulticd tin | lo- 
posed miPNBri^jif piohibitaig the Distilla- 
tfpDof (train most nipir ous ind impolitic, 
Sfulsofit horn luccssaiv iiom any < ii- 
Qumstatues of the picsnit moment, that 
every thing indicated tiie policy of usotU 
to measures oi an opposite tciidi <ic} 
ItUftead of doing that which must shake 
the conhdence of the faimei m the se* 
curity or Ins maiket, that secuiity shojid 
be strengthen'd and confirmed; mstiead of 
ksutiDg his maiket, it should be extend¬ 
ed* ^ aiticle can lopg be produced ni 
quantity beyoud the extent of the de- 
Hhand, ne meant such a demand as would 


^ Fumunerataqg puce to the growci^ 
a^dtmmishvd pi oriuctioh would follow a di- 
tOflti^ad demand; so, the only way to ex- 
Nbmd ^ increase production of any ai ticle 
extend the market i<tr it: and, if 
possible to apply this principle 
to^ne aiticle than anotbciy it was 
iptliba uitmle of gram, because the amount 


of each year’s harvest was so uncertam j 
the vtiqilus produce of an abundant year^ 
must thf n be take n off: how was that to bO 
done <’ lit the present time an export trade 
could haiilly he expected; a luxmious 
consvimptioii of corn in the distillei les, 
hrewtrieb. La. &.c atiswwed the same 
endf even in oidinary >rais we ought 
to have amply sutiiclent for such purposes, 
ni,oidfr that in dt lu leiit 3 eais those sup- 
plu s might be rcndcif d asailable. These 
resouices aught cert tinlv to lu incouiaged 
ind multiplied. In tcad • f cnttni,, oil the 
dciiiaii i of the distil iriit s, ani checking 
th<y, ol the biewcrics, wc -hould encouia^e 
. both the one and the otlu 1, ind tsu)' other 
ni 11 ket that could bt lo'Aid Ih bef,j;cd 
tiu hoiiM to coi, 11( I the lit cts of the cs.- 
cessisi hib,h diuu'^ i non milt, whch had r 
opciatcd in a most iiipinous m innei upon 
flic giowtis ot baiiiy, uvl 111 elitet was 
ahcatly a homily upon the trade oi the 
la>-t and West Indus 1 lu consumption 
of ltd ind su^ai w i , 111 tlinost i tci v mt- 
t ge, substituted im malt hipiois, and as a 
pioof ot this flit, the quill tv of birley 
tbit pud eluiy is mall w 1, 11 >t mote than 
It was miietv ven, i,o, wncii ilii po¬ 
pulation w IS little III ni lb ni liilf 1 s pit- 
selit amount—All W s.iul, he would not 
loii^ei del am the house, and would id- 
Imk Io In-, dr tciniiiiation of nut eiiteiuig 
I ilo the Vy(.,t Indian pait ol the e]u« turn, 
lie timu^nt there wtie mean-, by wtuch 
th W est Tiidi 1, I ipiii tois ini ,ht in some 
<l< ^iO( lu leluved, the pc rniisbum o, di- 
icc 11V port to lure ign «ouiuiu s m i limit¬ 
ed (\teiit, ilu pc 1 mission to bi nil, homo 
tiu n su^dis in a iciined st ite , the ledm - 
tuaot the dm ICS, were siib|ects that uUasc 
lequncd the erious eonsideialion ol p nli- 
ameiit lie* shon d not howi vi r ciiU 1 upon 
those topicks at tb it time, but slionld sit 
down, cntcitaming an earnest hope that 
liie hoiwe,w luld not agirc to the motion 
oi ihc noble loid 

The Uum^lloi ofthe Fith guerdisclaimed 
^tbe uic a/)i Wtc I tel mg uimec cssai rly with 
agiieultuie. ^ 'Ihe on y question in his 
miiid was, wbplhii the circumstances oi 
the piesent time weie such as to justiiy or 
call fur such mteiic.ence as that now pio- 
pused He had nqt at any time* given 
countenance to the idea of the existence of 
a seal city; but irom W deficiency oi the 
last harvest in Scotland/wijd ^e failure oi‘ 
the (Xops of potatoes and aeatg in Ireland, 
he held that we were in a state of vmper* 
feet supply. In this state of i|^uilneot 
supply, and under the cftcumsll^iccs ua 
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which wc stood with respect to other eooit* 
tries, be thoaght it right to rettiin andHios- 
baad Uie supplies on hand, till such tiMe as 
tho ascertained produce of the presenicrop 
should roiiiovf every aj>})rehension <« the 
danger which lie thought ought now w be 
guarded agaiiMt. (hi uo former occifion, 
either m 1757, in 1795, or in 1800, the ^ree 
occasions on which distillation from gi;ain 
prohibited, had it been done b;y p^p- 
clamalunv, but in all these instances it had 
been eUecled by an abt of parliament. It, 
indeed, a scarcity should be felt when par- 
iiameiit was not sitting, a minister would 
be unwortliy of his situation, who wopid 
not adept .such a measure upon his own 
responsibility; 5ut when pailiaineiit wa-, 
sitting, it was certaiiiiy iiu iiiiibciit upon 
him to rerur to the legislaMiie for advice, 
'i'he apprehensions of scaicity were enter¬ 
tained by many per.«ons of great autho¬ 
rity Iroin ditlcient parts of the country. 
Among others, an lion, baionet opposite 
(sir J. >Sintla^r) had communicated to him 
an alarm witJi-respeet to bcotituid; and 
another lion, lueniber, new absent, tlie 
niem'icr for .Noiw'ith (Air. \V. Sniirti), had 
spoke wiili similar apprehension \vi<h ics- 
peet to the toimty <d‘ Norfolk, lie was, 
tlierelore, not a little .siirjirised at the 
course pur->iicd by both those Ju.n. gentle- 
iiieiioii tin piesf lit tjiifstion. Much of the 
objei tioiw ill II ivcro urged to the measure, 
was in.ilter of regulation as to the mode of 
ratry ln^ it into elli'cl, and was, therefore, 
addmoii.il ground hir poing into the com¬ 
mittee. lie denied that the rise ivliit li 
ha.i I. tely taken place m tiie price of grain, 
had .iiisen from the agitatmn of this mea¬ 
sure, <>r tioiii Ins srUements in tiiai house. 
'l*ie sole call'll* oi that rise was the inade- 
qinty of th. stock to the (leinaiicl. It was 
ini(i')'jilde for gjvern’uent to tike the 
nil ,is*'it, til it iioiiied ir’cessary,otherwise 
tUui ti.rough pariianit^nl. To pro'i'eed by 
]))<Klamation \'.*uld liaie the ctii'cl of 
i,prcadnig roiistcitialioii thmughoiit the 
country, and the lion, geiitlemt ly opjiosilc 
wonhl have {}■ ell loudest in comjiiaint if 
tliat (ourse ha I been piirsiicdl 

Mr, fifiithmid reminded the house that 
the light lion. gent, wlio had just s.it down, 
had not, from the begipning to the end of 
his .speech, said on^ word of granting 
relief to the West Ipjia phsnters. llo had 
now placed ^he planters entirely out of 
sight, an& recommended the measutc on 
tlw ground of a scarcity which every one 
knew'duhnot exist; a scarcity which his 
inajesty’il chancellor of the exchequer for 


Ireland denied to exiat<in 
and which was denied to«:dtfiit$eoU«M# 
by the president of dm boaeff of cofitroitfl ’ 
But the right hun. genb^s conduct no# w0 
analogous to what it had been when ImI 
came hito power. Then he set tip « 
about popery; and now he wished 
if he did not wish it, the ettbet of h|i 
speech w^as) to set op a still more daneeni 
ons cry about scarcity. It was evimnC 
also, that upon thia« aa upon many ol^er 
subj. cts, there WM a great dillerence 
opinion among his majesty’s minutetiir 
I Ik* observed, that government had contfiJi 
biited very much to iiicrea.se the distrettt 
of the West India planters, by iboHshi^ 
taking possession of the Danish islandMl 
Ik* would willingly have consented to 
into n committee u> consider of some tnellw 
of gfllnting relirf^to the West India jdaiHi 
_ tei s, but lie could not give the smidtCSt 
countenance to the present measure. 

Air. tv. Smith aiimiiled that he ha^ 
some time siii<-e made a commonicatiott 
to the ehaifcellor of the txclicquor, of hjft 
apprehension of an eventual scarcity in 
Norfolk. Tins was now sev'eral months' 
since. He .strongly protested against t)£|i 
adoption of this measure, yvliicli was cal¬ 
culated to be matcrialiy prejudicial to the 
landed inlertst of the eouniiy, whilst at 
the same time it w is in its very nature in- ' 
adeijua^c to the end proposed, that o£. 
alliii ling any thing like .sid sianliai relief' 
to the Wi'it India < olonies and tniders< 

Air. n'//f’erforce clccisiietl that he thought' 
then* w IS re i>.on to congratiilare the housd 
on the prospect w'hieh it then had ot afford.^ 

11 g n en a Temporary religT (TtNlho Westf 
Iiuiii planters; aud endeavoured to cow* 
viiite the heii'-e that there was sometbit^ 
like a spirit cf party in the opposition td' 
iho qiK*ili< n. « ‘i*'" 

I.nid Kiiiiiing said a few w'ords in repljtt 
—Ad-'ision then took place, tvheii tbd 
nunibeis were; , ' 

For going into a Committee - Iff? 

Against It - - - -•"-.i*.-^127 

Majority - - - 

When stMiigeis^were re-admitted, 
found the house in a committee, disCus8'}h|^ 
(he piopriet)’ of coming to anadjoummUm 
i^p the question. The propositioiyHansflUl . 
some time r«?'islt*d By tlie\jhanc^hjr<»flte 
exchequer; he at length, however d*-' 
dared that ho w oil'd accede to the 
sition of aiw atijournment, provided HMf - 
rules oflthe house would admit of seelf' If ‘ 
prnreetiing, un.ler the circumsf&Qces 
case. The Speaker then acquainted 
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CMiumittee, tliattl^ w»g one mode which 
Wt» perfectly re^lar^ if the house thought 
f^per to ftdvpt It. That wag, to agree to 
the whole of the resolutions pro ybr/na, with 
sn understanding that the two fir&t rusolu* 
tjons should be recommitted on some 
>ethec convenient day. This sugj^estion 
Was adopted, and tlie debate was fixed for 
I^day. _ 

HOUSE OF LOtUDS. 

Tuadc^, 24. 

•< [Irish Customs Begulation — 
Upon the motion for the second reading 
^ Irish Custoips and Fees regulation 
bill. 

The Earl of Lauderdale observed, that 
this was a bill which infringed upon, one 
ii the Standing Orders ef that houa;, by 
which it was declared that any matter 
fiMeign to and having no connection with 
the purport of any aid, supply, or money 
Idli, being introduced thci-ein, and thereby 
fettering their lordships’ disctetiun, was 
destructive to the rights of that house, and 
unparliamentary. The bill it| question 
Mrported to be for the Regulation of Cus- 
Ihnis and the Fees of custoin'hou.se oificeis 
in Ireland; and it enacted that the right 
of taking od. upon ceitain duties be re¬ 
pealed ; and then it enacted, that :id. be 

r id upon the same duties; after which 
proceeded to regulate ihe hohddys kept 
by persons employed in the customs. 
Now, be certainly must contend, that tlii:, 
bill tended immediately to subveit the or¬ 
ders of that house, and on that account he 
was in (hliy Compelled to lesitt it; for it 
became their'lordships,to be extremely 
jealous of any infringement upon their 
atandiug orders, cunsideimg that it might 
lead tq. dangerous consequences. Aftef 
abewkig that matter foreign to the title! 
etf the bill, as a money bill, was introduc¬ 
ed by the other house of parliament, his 
iMdshfp moved an amendment, that in- 
dtaed of.thCfWords ' be now read a occond 
tape/ there be substituted < that this bill 
bwrejacted.' ^ 

- 'Lord Hdwkesbmy said, that what bad 
iWeii stated by the noble earl, respecting* 
Ofder of that house, applied 
^diiUs of''^ aSul supply. *Ile must ad- 
dlil tbat'UM bill before them was d ihoney 
conceived, that in respect to 
'iyiMeijijflitrticnlar bills, the older was not 
tpHijpitfve but adrowiitory. an^ in the 
mu iiiiilli*rmiirKl( r ilinii left it to the op- 
dm hoiiW' input it in force, if diw 


lordships, after exercising their discretiim, 
shouhl he induced to think that such was 
the intention of tbh Itouse of commons, at 
the fime of passing the bill, viz. to intro** 
duci^ foreign matter, with a view to fetter 
theib discretion; but he did not perceive 
thatjithe principle of that order could be 
justly applied in the present instance, and 
therefore should not vote for the rejection 
o[,jLhe bill. . 

The Lord Chnnceliot thought that so far 
as this bill regarded'duties on the customs 
of Ireland, it might properly be deemed a 
money bill, lie could sec no impropriety 
in ^first taking off the (id. duty whicii had 
been formerly paid, and afterwards sub¬ 
stituting 3d This aroseTrum the officers 
having been authorized to taki halt them¬ 
selves, and to pay, ih*' other half to go- . 
vernment. And when tlie bill was framed 
Vor the purpose of regulating tiieir fees, it 
was not improper to introduce regulations 
concerning the. holidays kept by such of¬ 
ficers. On this account, and on the ground 
of these orders being sometimes rather ad¬ 
monitory than imperative, he should Iea\e 
it to their lordships’ disi rction to consider 
whctlier the bill before them was one to 
which the order should be applied. 

Lord Holland n-garded the standing or¬ 
ders of very great importance. The noble 
baron (liawke->bury) bad taken considera¬ 
ble pains to draw all the distinctions his 
mind could suggest, when the standing 
ordcis of that house ought, or ought not, to 
be observed: for this purpose, he had gone 
through all the modes, and had defined at 
what time they were to be consideied lu 
the imperative. There could be no such 
distinction, for tiny must at all times be 
imper.ttivc ; and their lordships might as 
well have no ordeis, if they could be thus 
frittered away, by leaving it to their dis¬ 
cretion to consider them imperative or ad- 
monitoVy. He had no disposition to put 
any obstacle in the w.xy of the present bill, 
other than Vesisting its infriiigemriit upon 
the ordecs of that house ; for if the com¬ 
mons once found out a mode of sending up 
bills in that Way which tended to a breach 
of the orders of that house, they might be 
induced to do so on some occasions highly 
dangerous to their fordships’ privileges. 

The EaH of Laud)erdale was surprized at 
what had follen trqm the nonle lord 
(Hawkesbnry) in laying dowq a distinctiou, 
when the oiders ot that house Mould be 
considered imperatirF, and when admonl- 
toty. It was absurd to consider anylStvid*- 
ing Older adoMnutary : thgt holne might 
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as have ito orders at all H tirelre riak of exciting dia(»i)tant tljr ijSl 

not itnjpcratire. This ^trine had l)e^o law and that practice of th^cpnatUatibil 
also laid down by the nohle and which had been established by owancaat^^ 

lord <m the woohack, and it was astonish- and bad continaed for centuries, by pl f wdn fe 
ing to him that those two noble lords tfciild the attorney general upon a lerel 
thus attempt to destroy their lordsHips’ grand jury. Thebill,lwthepoVeiaitga'i|i^ 
standing orders. He could not aeciunt tended to abridge the Iraedom of the pre«v|, 
ibr it but upon this principle, that the Vn- and though he, as much as any man, wa»T 
guagc U'.ed by them was intended, on tf^ir ed the licentiousness of the press to b« 
to be imperative toward* dwt hou\. chct ked, he objected to this bill, becsnsa it 
—^'Ihe question was .then put ti^on the tended to fetter Ibe freedom of opiDwn^ 
original motion, and agreed to without a by placing those wAo uttered .opinions die* 
division. agreeable to the government, m the pewef 

[Indutmcnf Bill.] On the question of an ofiicer of the crown. I'jl 

fur going into a committee on this bill,* Earl iSran/uipesaid, he had waited 
I/nd Enkinc ijiought it bis duty to op- while, that some noble and learned leftji 
pose its going into a committee, consider- might have an opportunity of speakt|>|b 
ing it, as he did, an alteiatioii in the law but he was astonished at their »1 «in^ 
of the land, without any necessity what- The;)^perlmps thopght it more prudottl 
ever being shewn for it. It had hithorto, remain silent^ when th^ could give iMik 
been invariably the practice of the consti- reason if they spoke, u* the noble 

fution to diaw a distinction between an learned lord on the woolsack thoughttidtik 

indictment fqiind by a grand jury, and an was assigned in the preamble a soffieiem 
information filed by oidor of the court of reason, he would produce his own eapieafl^ 
king’s bench, or by the attorney general sions, not in that house, while in debcAe^ 
ev to. It w as now Inr the first time to but m an act of parliament of hie owte 
be declared, that on informations as well framing, which womd give die lie to tilm 
as upon indictiiu iits, the parties were to , reason mentioned in the preamble of 
be held to bail. Tiie practice had hither- blasted bill brought up from the honee e| 
to been upon information, to summon the commons. That house ought to be rejpro» 
paity by suhperna, and if he did not ap- bated for sending such a bill; it was «• 
pear to issue an altai liinent, but not to conteniptiblo in its formation as it WM 
hold him to hail, the attachment being dis- witkedsin its principle. The noble 
charged the moment the party put in an .commented upon the similarly of title ef 
appearance. Under this bdl, upon the in- this bill, and that of the 26th of the {WOt 
formation being certified, the party might sent king, whichovas produced from dMf 
immediately be held to bail. To such an infamous bill of Pepper Arden. This eek 
alteration he could not consent, unless of the 26th had not coDtinAe{l..^r aua|gi 
some stioiig necessity was shewn; and not years when Uie noble and* learned IonI 
a word had bcc n stated in favour of this i thought proper to introduce another 
bill to piove any such necessity. It was which also passed into a statute, and in tM* 
nothing to tht* point, that the present at- preamble of that statute it was esj^resin^ 
toincy gmieral w onid not commit any abuse that great grievances to the subject somIi kt 
of his power. They were to consider what ‘loss of justice jiad been occasioned by jtite 
fntuie attiumy generals might do under former one. Now, the present bill nai^i 
this bill;—the king might be deceived, that great convenience and bmi^t hkfi 
and .1 woithless pci sen might be appointed resulted firom tiie former aiut^gU/as 4hit 
attorney general; or an attorney general latter. He considered it as an intHa|^ 
mijhtbcd''ceived, and iiitbri!^tions,er(#- ment of the liberty of the subject^ 
ctor might be filed for expressing opinions one wla^h deserved the utmost repfolb^fjMf^ 
which every man had a right to express; *He was surprised at the indiflerenee •cfawiili 
and pcrsiins might, under the operation of by that house upon such an 
this bill, by being bchl to bail^ be griev- change being made in the ^I'mlntitWlflutj 
ously opprc'iscd. At a time like the present, laws xf this realpt. Whan kifll^ 
when tm‘ people ir.ust necessarily bear round the house, and saw, ea Bik 81^,1111 
great burdens and endure great privai;jons, benches desejted upon such an imiwf'hi^ 
and when there wasevery probability they occasior^ he could Bot^avofA T nakw># ti|e||| 
Wtmld tie called upon to bear greater bur- observation, that if any biMintili Ihiid DBjjii 
delis and.' enduqp greater privations, he transacted tbei«> whifik aBfghtHiiiMliB)|iiS^ 
U^en^t It unfidse and impolitic to run the curiorjty abou| tho father of 
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i| iit occasioned the presence of a beauti- 
m voung lvfiy> their lordships' benches 
irooid have been as full as they could be 
C;raninied. He did expect some answer 
VKould have been given to the strong ar¬ 
guments of liis noble and learned ^friend, 
but he supposed they uere unanswerable, 
rr-t^pon the motion being again made by 
lord chancellor, 

s Ixird Holland rose, and expressed the 
mtoiost astonishment that no answer should 
,be_ given to what had been stated by his 
mibie friends. It was unparalleled in the 
^history of thi.s country, that so great 
• i^angc should be made in the law of the 
jUnd, without any necessity or reason but 
^bose stated in the preamble. Ills lord- 
iMip here, with great clui|uencc, urged, 
he bad done on a foi;/ner occasioijl. the 
danger of altering our laws, geneniUy, for 
^the purpose of obtaining the convenience 
W extraordinary laws made for the re- 
Xenue. There were objections made by 
him and his noble friends which had not 
been answered, and in such an iin[)ortant 
ciiange of those laws which had been 
{guided down to us from our aucestor.s, and 

f jhich attracted the adniiiation of mankind. 

i was requisite, he thought, tliac some 
jMCOssity for such a change ought to be 
ihewa by those who defended it. For his 
|MFt, he considered it his duty to give a 
X|lO 0 t Voided opposition to such .a i inno- 
xation. He saw no necessity for the inea- 
ftttej- and he thought there would be con¬ 
siderable didiculty in convincing him that 
there could be any necessity fur tins d.m- 
|KV(>us al^ation. If the bill did not alter 
Sie law, enacted what was already eii- 
jH^, it was absurd,; and if the alteration 
^gts made, he could never assent to it, 
midess he was persuaded there was sufli- 
necessity fur that alleratiou. ' 

fvA division took place oii (he question 
tergoing into a committee. Contents, 15. 
S^codteiits. 6. Majority,!). The house 
tUim Wtyfit jftto a committee. Up^ the 
''.ilg^.dause being read. 

Stanhope said, that although he 
hUOuh Gonuncndixl the cbnduct of i)j;s noble 
Ijhwndu, who had left that house because 
i^Mwould not.be present when such a 
I^IRHUioua bill passed through the coiii- 
' 9 hI^> himself; for, 

■ mguatifiable manner in which 

hwl^)*^8ed before thgir lordships, 
kunhud'an inniinatiun to sec whtt their 
',&Rmipa kould do in the committee. 

I ||{||(,)^^fS|t^biiutted several alterations, 
mt course of the proceeding re* 


(erred to thd* sfatdtb df Ch. 1. and shewed 
whaf attention was therein paid to the 11- 
bertf of the subject and the guarding him 
fronr imprisonment. When this statute 
wa'smssed, it received the royal assent dif- 
fbi'cl.tly from any other act of parliament. 
Thtr king said ‘ let right' be done the 
pcojple, as is by parliament demanded.' 
TIip noble lord then proposed an amend- 
m^nt, to exclude from the bill informations 
fill'd ex ((j^cio by the attorney general, 
which was negatived ; as were also some 
other amendments proposed by the noble 
eail. 


HOOSB OF LCROS. 
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[iNoirTMUNT Jb'r.j ]'larl Stanhope ob- 
;jerved, with respect to this hill, tli.it ho 
should wish to move that it be read a third 
time this day eight months, but ns that 
motion would not he can ied, he must con¬ 
fine him^eIf to fixing a day, in order that 
noble loitTs might he aware of it, and when 
he hoped they would attend. He there¬ 
fore pioposod AroiuKij’. His loidshipob- 
sened, with respi 11 to trying a man in 
liii ahsence, that a jury, if they found the 
defendant was not |»resciit to take care of 
his OW'D detonce, might acquit him, and 
(hat a jury would not he sufqect to an 
attaint‘for an acquittal. After quoting 
a. length some law' cases, and ividing 
St \oral extracts fiom .vet-, of ]>arli<iiucnt, 
for the purpose of proving the former prac¬ 
tice and usrOge of the i oiistilution, his lArd- 
ship concluded hy' moving, Tliai the bill 
'le uad a third time on iMo.iihiy, and that 
the lords be suinmuucd; wiiiih was or-t 
dcred accordingly. 

HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Wednesdap, Map 2 }. 

[Westminstlii Ei.riTioN—C ase orPiii- 
viitEoc.] Sir Francis Burdett, adverting to 
he coiniifunicaliou which he had thought 
it his duty to make to the house on a for¬ 
mer night, relative to certain proceedings 
ill one of the courts below, which appeared 
to him to trench upon the Privileges of 
that housc^ informed the house that the 
practical consequences, for which it had 
been recommended to him to wait, had 
now j,aken place. He assured the house, 
that in bringing this question again 
before the house he hai! no^ fntereslb 
in it, but what auy othei gietnbef vvotd<)« 
and ought to feel, upon a subject 







hii; prmlj^jje aa a, member of psriiametii 
*£iie question was simply this, wh^er a 
mooiber elected withbul his lrnow|edge, 
and taking his seat in ofwdiencc 
Ring’s nrit, was or was not liable t 
any part of the expences of takinl 
election ? fie did not mean to s 
any proposition to the house upon tlr 
jOLt, tu'ithei did he make any comp 
Having thus (nought the matter uiuid 
conisidi-iatiuu, it would be for the housi^ta 
decidi*, wlietlier or H(5t the case was of such 
a nature as to c.dl iur its interference. 

Sir A. Pigifolt cxjiresied a wish to know, 
what were the exact cn eiunstaiices ol 
wliicli the hon. baronet complained i * 

Sic F. Biodetf stated, that the practical 
iiu oiiweniencc to which he now alluiUd 
was, an execution baling been sent into 
his house, tor what weie said to have been 
expenccs imuried in taking the elcctioh 
for VVt sliiiinster; foi which he had not been 
a candidate, and of his nomination, or 
indeed election, to which he was almost a 
iitranger till the event had taken place. 
The giuund of the decision, too, was the fact 
ot his having takin bis seat in that house. 

The ( 'JwncAlor of the Exchequer appre¬ 
hended tliat lii> learned friend opposite, 
{sir A. Pigotl), had not been in the house 
on the foiimr night, when this case was 
biuugin lorwaid. He had then stated, 
that wiiatevei the decision might have 
been, the house was not in a cundition to 
give any ledu'ss. The hon. baronet then 
.stated, that tlie direction of the noble and 
learned judge w'as, that the person who 
appeared for sir F. Burdett and claimed 
xcats iur Ins cleiks, should be adopted as 
Ins agent; because the hon. baronet had 
suite t.iken his seat inconsequence of that 
election. lie (Mr. J’erceval) then stated, 
as he did now, that the house was not in a 
condition to take advantage of this fact. 
Had this been the direction of the’^Judge, 
the direct and regular road of proceeding 
w’uuld have been to have applied by writ 
of error, or on the ground of misdirection 
on the part of the judge; if wrong or 
right, the ground ot the ditcision would 
tlien have appeared on the record, and 
would have been seen by the house. The 
hon. baronet’s counseU however, not hav¬ 
ing adopted that mode, but having moved 
^ a new trial, whiclf had been reiused, no 
way DOW remained for bringing the mat- 
l^er with ^ilect before the house. Iti now 
appeared not to be a case of privilege, in 
which a member of that house, as such, 
«rtu i^terested^ bat a conuoon case of 
Vol. XI, 


debt, for work and labour. Tbiacii'cV 
stance did not arise from any dofbcthli 
jbdge, who tried the case, Ant fthm-l-,,. 
neglect of the counsel of the hoft. barenii^ 
Sir if. ftggott declared himself to b« 
feetly satisfied that this was hot a ca;$i 
which*the house could interfere. It 
a proceeding in the regular course ef 
ticc. If the action in this rase could hgV0 
been entertained at all, it must have Mttth 
oil the ground that it aroise out of a 
contract. The act which allowed the 
pences of erecting hustings, &c. in tj^ 
case of counties, did not extend to 
roughs; yet oven there, candidatcet giij 
agree that fur their accommodatioi^^it 
that of their voters, during a contest of'i 
or 15 days, hustings shonhl be erected, l 
expunce of which could not reasouablylki 
expacted to fall «n the high bailHF. aW 
action, therefmx:, could only be on 
coiitiactso sup[>osed to be entered itilli^ 
and could of course have no relation to thlt 
election, so as to make it a matter of 
vilege to Be taken up by that bouse- 
must be a question either of fact or of laWV 
and in either case it might have becll 
brought before the court by demurrer, #ir 
by bill of exceptions, so as to have 
ground of it appeal: on record. It bohovdd 
thovp who had the legal moans of defbncO 
111 their own hands to go before the jud^ 
in a regular oianner. If they omittM 
do so, n w as nut for that house to interpOMl 
If the house should be of opinion 
would be improper that a candidate shonkt 
boon any accountat the expence of ereciV 
ing busting'-, kt it be made the subject kf 
a prospective legulation. Ehi.«l that wife 
not the case at present, this must be lilfd 
any other suit founded on a eovenkfiff^ 
the eflect of w'hich must be construed 
(jie jury. , " 

Mr. Tumey'iaid, it appeared to him, net* 
withstanding what had fallen from hm ^on. 
and learned friend, and from the right both' 
and learned gent, opposite, that tfie 
sent was a question of privilegiuJLil^ c« 

** not admit of the doctrine, that the he 
of commons was nqt entitled to int 
,Jn the acts of omission or comniiasioti>^||; ’ 
I*the courts below, so far as the privilC|*aiMi|p \ 
the members of that house were coftl3||||feil( 
I’he case wad this * the Vorthy bai^NMfl < 
was rdluraed without bis known^gii' Mldb 
without any previous consent'on bitViiiii't 
the returning officer had tfb right tw mplil ' 
a demafid on any Candida^ fur-huhti^M / 
but a person whom he suppnsiet) ' 

agent of sir F. Barde)t having 
2K >1' ^ 
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th«iB 'ifllen erected, he sa*8 sir Francis fbr 
Ma' l^nportion of these titpenccs; the 
ii4i)ga esteenifc tbo hon. baronet's taking 
ma’seat as a roniirnaation and Apprubulion 
df the conduct of the petson who appeni'ed 
dn bis behaitj in fact as a recognition of 
)tim ‘ his agent; he instructs the jury 
«Micfdfdingly,'undthey, in com[>lianrc with 
tMv t'cconinieiidation, tind the wnrtiiy ba- 
4^Miet liable, if tiiese facts were so, he 
HMced, was not this a grave and serious 
tCftrestioli of privilege ? Or tviis the house, 
refusing to listen to it, to sane- 
the idea, that in complying with an 
V Wder 'which he was not entitled to resist, 
finely, taking a scat when called to it by 
the electors, every member of that house 
tvas to incur a penalty which he had not 
(Hmtemplated, and which, but for tho'olTi- 
^Iqus and forward zeal *of a person*"with 
’Whom probably the party had no eoncern, 
ttle returning ofticcr had no right to de¬ 
mand f In saying this much, the right 
holt. gent, begged to be understood as by 
’too means retlcctiug on the'noble and 
'teamed lord who tried the action. He 
'kriew that there was no person less likely 
t%han he to do any thing that eoiild seem to 
aitofer a breach of the privileges of the 
‘*%rtise. It was possible, howovtr, that even 
>4le might be mistaken. It would be a 

5 ievous burden if a nieiiibor returned to 
rliament without any personal itifcr- 
lencA of his own, were obliged to shew, 
as by law' he was, not only that he pos- 
’kesset] a (qualification of 3 or lUUA a year, 
^"bttt also to produce out of his pocket t or 
.'dOOf. to defray the e'Cjience of the hust- 
ilarh^ped, llicrt fore, the (question 
fkkbuW not be supposed lo have been dis- 
«*^D8ed of, but that it would be renewed for 
■ (.Wfec-rofisideration; appearing, as it did to 
^Ititn, lie one well worthy oi' deliberaticyi 
«4}«Jbrc a decision was come to ujioii it. 

Mr. lifyccsifr saivl, that the person who 
*6luid been held as sir bramis’s agent had 
ss^Hed on the high bailiif, and, in the name 
air'^i; 3 ji«bi, declared that he would not 
■tptoy fbr the hustings; yet that this same'j 
>’tD|^n,day after day, psked, obtained, and 
^^ailed himself of, the advantage of seat^ 
the chfetdi-clerks, inspectors, &c. who 
nttend* to the hon. baronet's inl^r- 
ttVItS' ill the election. * The Teamed gent, 
'shitd toot pretend to say*what was*'the rc- 
vIcrfeMbmidalion of the judge ; but it was 
probable, that it wast such as had 
t4liyiiiiliepr|esented, else a new trim’ll whtcli 
'bekto^moved fbr, would have been' 


Mr. Baikunt fhon^t it impokiible for 
the h^iise to etitertaito a question on which 
they 'lad no authentic infbrniation, the 
rocoii| ijcndation of the judge, which could 
aloiitJ form tlie ground of the proceeding, 
not l/.ving liccii entered upon the reconl. 

Til'' Speaker said, after wbart had passed 
in allusion to himself, it was necessary for 
hiii/u> put ihe hull, baronet right as to 
wl^t he had stated on a former night. 
Wiat he said Was, that when any practi¬ 
cal inconvfiittience did arise, if the hon. 
baronet continued to think that it involved 
a questioti of privilege, he should m that 
cviuit lose no time m applying to the 
iiouse. lie had no hesitation in saying, 
that if any judge shoubPrecommend to a 
jury what could b<‘< onstrued into a breach 
of the privileges ot il it house, it was the 
duty of the house to resist, and to guide 
ilieir course according to circumstances. 
As there was no motion befoio the house, 
he should only suggest two diiferent modes 
of proceeding, both of whicli had been 
adopted iu the reign of Charles 2. One 
was in the case of judge Weston, where an 
impeachment was ordered ; and the other 
in the same reign, where that measure not 
being deemed necessary, the matter was 
allowed to drop without any further dis¬ 
cussion. Those who thought the present 
araseof the most serious nature, would 
probably be of opinion, that the former of 
these was the preferable mode of proceed¬ 
ing ; while others-again might be inclined 
to think that the latter was the most de¬ 
sirable way of disposing of the jn-esent 
question. He had statcil what weic the 
modes of prociediiig ; ami it was tor the 
house to sny, whether in this (u-e the moie 
or less serious mode ought lo be adopted. 

Sir Frauen Burdtti saitl, the sources ffcm 
whence he derived his inroiiiiatioii as to 
the recommendation of the judge, were the 
notes ^f the short-hand writer employed to 
take down the trial, and the mlormatiOn 
of his counsel. He esleemod these as 
affording him sullicieiit iouiidation far 
liringiiig the matter before the house. 
The only tldiig lie had submitted to the 
house was the instruction of the judge; 
that the circumstance of his taking his sear, 
a thing which wastiiiciinihont on him, was 
such ato aqlproval anil ratification of the pro¬ 
ceedings had under' the election, as must 
subject him to the expence, of tlie hust¬ 
ings! He felt himself by no m^ans inter¬ 
ested in the fate of this discussisto. He 
esteemed it to l}e the ckuse of die bouse ; 
and if he had taken t bilT of exbeptBcdks, 


( 



or adopted any other :modO"of 
aside toe .verdict than that vithich now 
ased in suboiittiog thfi ca^e to the Lonsi" 
deration ot'.the housc> he should haw con* 
ccived that he subjected bimselflto a 
severe censure for his conduct. H& now 
left it to the house to determine asf they 
thought proper.—Here the matter drwped. 

[Roman Catholic Petition.] iLMr. 
Sheridan presented a petition fromViie 
Itoman Catholic inhabitants 'Of the coiulty 
of Wexford, praying to b« relieved from 
the disabilities under which the Catholic 
body labour.—Sir John Newport presented 
a similar petition from the Catholic inha¬ 
bitants of the city of Waterford.—-'iVlr. 
Butler presented a similar petition from 
the Catholic inhabitants ot the county 
and city of Kilkenny—Mr. M. Fitzge¬ 
rald presented a siihilar petition from 
the Catholic inhabitants of the county 

of Kerry_Mr. Shaw presented a petition 

from the lord mayor, aldermen, and com¬ 
mon councM, of the city of Dublin against 
the Roman-catholic Claims. <A11 which 
were oixlercd to lie on the table. 

Mr. Grutlm then moved, “ That the 
Petition of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
wiiose names arc thereunto subscrilied, on 
behalf of themselves, and of others his 
majesty’s subjects professing the Roman 
Catholic religion, which was presented to 
the hoiue upon Monday last (.see p. 489) 
and then ordered to lie upon the table, 
might be again read.”—^’Fhc Petition 
was read accordingly ; after which the 
right honourable gentleman again rose 
and addressed the house as follows :— 
" Mr. Speaker j the Petition which the 
house has just heard read contains the 
sentiments of the Catholics of Ireland. 
Not only that Petition, but the other 
petitions presented this day, speak the 
sense of that body. 1 may therefore 
l^irly assume, in the course of wh/t 1 have’ 
to say, that it docs speak Ilie sentiments 
of four fifths of the Irish population. The 
Petitions come from a eonsitlcrajile portion 
, of your electors, having political power ^ 
forming a part of the United Kingdom; 
and applying to the constitutional organ 
Ibr a legitimate object, bi discussing the* 
merits of the petitio^rs’ claims, 1 should 
recommend to gennemen avoid any 
.intemperate language, and to adopt a 
apirit of concord,'iliat nothing may pass 
in debate which shall sharpen tlie 4 )ublic 
mind. Whatever decision the house-may 
ootn^ t«, upon the motion which 1 shaH. 
iMiTe dm hpna«r to propose, for going into 


aChmttinittoe.to take 
sideration, 1 should hope tbiiSiilij? 
with, which it will be 
manner in which it .with be 
rather approximate the minds 
men, than remove to a farth^f ,dtata|l{^ 
the g^eat objects of justice and of 
With such hope, therefore, I wish 
men would apply the balm of 
that they will not revive those 
which can only, serve to iriiiatn.gndlj^ 
flame; thatthity'.will not go back 
battle of the Boyne, nor to the 
17-1.5, nor indeed to any of those 
periods in which, unibrtunately>for.<glM 
country, parties contended agEun^,.|»^ 
other. It you go back, so will tbe-Ga|||i^ 
lies ; if you make out a law against, thfiilk 
thei{ will make out a case againrt^yfl^ 
the» we shall have historian against 
rian! men of ^ood against men of hlpfli^ 
The consequence wilf be, that the pantl^ 
will remain unreconciled and irreconpU^' 
ble—each the victim of their own pr^jil* 
dices, aiuKhe result w ill convince you thi|t 
the victory remains only fur the enenii|!«4(f 
both. In the course of so many years ff 
contest and prejudice, it is impossible, qiit; 
to recollect that much evil must have bi^ii 
engendered, naticAial calamities must 
multiplied, and much violence havepsmpf^ 
In the tempests to which Ireland.watf .ln^ 
dueled by the two contending {larties-rj:!^ 
one iiA?u by bigotry and intoxicated 
victory—the other overpoweredbyioMijI*^ 
tunes, and wrung bv oppi'ession-^ 
is impossible but that great political 
must have arisen. However^ tbere^^, 
we may lament those timfes^e tfnst.dtt 
agree, in settling their accounts there 
much to admire in both parties, .but 
we must recollect that there was soniethft^ 
,to forget. Something has happei^pd afiRia 
those periods which makes it necessatgt.'io 
do away those religious distinntiontt ' It 
is now desirable that a spirit of unapWlil^ 
should prevail. W’tien gentlenie*Kcal|>^ 
mincUtbe state of the war, ^1 tb d Coni|^ 
quent danger which menaces our empi^, 
they must be convinced that unaniuMlII^ 
necessary for our existence as a BtatC!«-i^^ 
is this feeling which pervades 
and it is a feeling whicfel most 
Wish to infpress ^pon %ke 
hou^ A cordiality in 
what I strenuously i:^coron;tend;i, 
most aincctfely hope and tyust 
good l^nse of both nations will 
defect of national cop^ard. 
arrived at that period when 
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if «}^ prty raacquir, mid religbqa anitnor 
1 ^, M not only^dttsirable, hut funda- 
jMIt^lly »e<Vssaiy. It is a sentiment 
not only the Irish Catholic and the 
Irish PfOtestsutt should feel, but should be 
l^e guide of both nations in their iiiter- 
|]0)vse with each utiicr. With gretTt cun- 
p|[^„ therefore, 1 saw scribbled on the 
wi*-. of this country, these idle words, 
^j^o Popery.’^ What could be the object 
the hope of those who encouraged so 
njpcked and abominable'^ cry, 1 cannot 
l^’jBtend to divine. It could not be for the 
purpose of promoting unanimity, nor of 
jltddmg to the national strength. On the 
contrary, it had this clli'ct, that it held out 
tq die [leopic of Ireland, and to the world, 
4lhu> country as a people devoted to civil 
Commotion, as a nation of fanatics, inrom- 
|ieteot to any other purpose but fauatioism, 
mild incapable of acting with energy 
fteftinst the enemy of the British empirt-. 
jfiiie counter Petitions which were jire- 
iirated upon a former occasion, were the 
Icntiments of well meaning fnen, who, 
yrheu they fled from the sharlnw of the 
iPope, were predpiuted into that gulph 
which so many nations had fallen and 
ilB^tinue to fall. It gives me gr< at pica* 
Mre to see that the sentA; of public danger 
recalled men’s minds from those iiui- 

f dw principles which a ridiculous fear of 
^ppery had so long encouraged. Those 
Jfews are now removed, and therefore it is 
MOt you do not find upon the tah’e of this 
any one Petition against the lioinan 
Jp^olics (save one presented this day), 
jikich symptoms atignr well for the security 
empirej'and 1 congratulate the public 
flppon it. It is an example of liberality 
worth the wisdom ot a great nation, 
M that wisdom which prompted you to 
.imrin ap alliance with Austria—You rc^ 

. Stored the Pope—^you took Catholics into 
<9[Ottr pay—you afforded protection to 
4he. family of Portugal, you lent aid 
JHOA assistance to transplant that family 
RoiKb_AnE.erica—you planted Popery 
in so doing you acted wisely. You 
(.Mte shewn the innocence of the Catholic 
jipigian>.^hat there is nofliing in it dan- 
^ itorow to the state, and you have thereby' 
’ wVififT* all those idle notions of the vices 

B e perA>ns attributen to that mode 
liwhat then dod ask of ybu this 
ehalf of your fellow sul^ects, 
that in the sameapirit of wis* 
riibcrality yon would Attend to 
(your fellow subjects those he*' 
iptes^which I you so wijwly 


and liberally'«y:tendetl to your foreign 
ctmncf tions professing tbe Roman Catholic 
faith, i It therefore ijow remains for you 
to exw't that wisdom on behalf of your 
fullmvsubjects—to sliew thorn Uiat you 
are wt less anxious for them thun yon 
werefcor your foreign allies-r-to convince 
themi that an alliance, a natural one I 
withfihem, is not only your anxious wish, 
butjnhat it is also your indispensible in* 
tefest. It iaon these grounds that 1 shall 
mure for Abe house to go into a Committee 
on the Pcfltion. Itu- Petition prays relief 
fur certain d isabiiiiies and restrictions which 
the act of the 33rd of the king did not re¬ 
move ; that act allowed them a certain por¬ 
tion of political power—ifrgaw iheni elec¬ 
tive franchises, and made them a part of 
the constituent power subject, liovii-vcr, to 
certain exemptions ; but it did not allow 
them to fill all oftices in the slate, nor did 
it admit tiieni to ciigiliility litr scats in 
parliament. It admitted them to all ofli- 
ccs civil and military, with tlte exception 
of about forty in number. It is against 
these exec'ptions thi'y now jictitioii, and 
apply to be iidunlled to fill all oftices.— 
Before I proceed to offer some arguments 
in support of the Petitioners’ case, it will 
be neco.ssary for me to notice the argu¬ 
ments of those who oppose tins admosion; 
and first then against the exceptions. It 
has been objected against the Catholics, 
that they freely 'acknowledge the power of 
a.fureign potentate, and that they are not 
buiiiul by theobligalionof any oath winch 
they make with persons of a dilferent reli¬ 
gion ; that is to say, that a porliun of your 
subjects, composing one-fifth of the popu¬ 
lation of the whole empire, a very consi¬ 
derable part, of your constituency, hold 
pi‘inciple.s which militate against the pre¬ 
servation of the social compact—^are desti¬ 
tute of ail those moral principles which 
regulatt' the social system—that they are 
execrable and are rendered thus execrable 
by their religion, and consequently un¬ 
worthy of participating in tbe rights and 
privilegeswhich their fellow subjects enjoy, 
and which ii say they are entitled to. 
Such a doctrine goes this length : it says 
that the Catholic religion is a nuisance— 
religion which is pipfessed by the greatest 
proportioirof Europe. If such an infer¬ 
ence be just, and if such be the true cha¬ 
racter of the professors of the iUiouut 
Catholic faith, then it follows 6f course 
that the religion of the great portion of 
the civilized world is worse than useless. 
The refutation such afdsition does‘nat 






depend xipoQ abstract reaaonklg itr^rced 
conscrac^iofl. It has been centradiie^ by 
the most protbvnd professors of pop 
dillerent countries. In the year 17 
sense of the Catliolic-s was taken'npi 
subject, cortaiu questions were put 
six principal timver-itieson the con' 
.ippiii.ihie to tile doctrines held 
professoti. The universities were 
of Pans, Ixuivaine. Halamanca, Doiiay^St. 
Ciueis, and Valladolid ; to these queries 
they aiibuer, “ Thai*Roman Catholics do 
not hold theniseises absolved from then 
uilegianco to a [irotcstani prince, and they 
detiare that inith is to he kept with here¬ 
tics—that the Po|)e has no temporal po« er 
in I'inglatul, either as to deposing a prince 
or othenvise. They alsodi t lare that such 
principles by their religion were con¬ 
demned, reprobated *and btigmatized.'' 
These questioiis they answer with rnucli 
moral indignation, and with much learn¬ 
ing, and aver that suth actions and tenets 
do not hefting to the Catholic religion. 
»Such IS the testimony of the protessors of 
that fhitli m fuicigii countries, and 1 am 
tlierelore (Ustiiied in saying, that it is not 
the piofcssion ot Catholics in general 
itli respect to the C.iiholics of Ireland, 
they have furnished not less than six instru¬ 
ments, all refuting the imputations cast 
upon their religion. Ity these instruments 
they disclaim the deposing power of the 
Pope, and all his right of interfering in 
temporal matters. By the oath w'hich 
they aie required to take in the act of the 
13th and 11th of the king, these disclaim- 
«M-s are rccogiii/cd ; and by the act of the 
32<1 ol the king, they renounce the right 
ol the Pope as to lus claim upon piopeity ; 
they swear to support the Protestant State 
and Church, and deny the infallibility of 
the Pope. From this I am strengthened 
in inferring, that there is no nioral^intom-. 
patibility between the two religions ; but' 
those who argue the contrary contend that 
there is a political incompatibility, and 
they ground their objections jiipon this 
principle : that it is impos,iblc for a sub^ 
ject to hold allegiance tu» a Protestant 
prince, at the same time that he professes 
to hold a religion contrary to the esta¬ 
blished religionof theatate, and recognizes 
a foreign power as the head ^f his own 
religion. The Catholic acknowledges the 
supremacy of the Pope in a spiritual sense. 
To provb that this admission, or the (belief 
in transttbstantiation, the invocation of^ 
•aints, or the other points of Catholic doc-' 
trine, sucb a^e celebration of mass, the 


eudisrkt, are incomabifWO 
ance to the house of HanoOe^ it to 
as great * miracle as the trattkubstaiM!^, 
tion itself. It then becomcii thts'’,! 
and it is a duty imperiously 
us, to inquire whether, in the present^! * 
of the* world, there does exist any ml 
powerful enough to call this Suppckti^ 
hostility of the Catholics into acti^ 
There is now no Catholic pretender on tim 
continent—no Cadiolic assocAatkm pr 
lederacy in EMope. In Catholic cou^ 
tries all religions, without distinction, ll'i 
admitted into civil and military 
indeed there has been a silent refomldij^ 
as to religious influence in the' pl)tijllh 
mind, and even Popery itself has 
much of its toleration and liberality 
the progress of prorestantism. In Alb'(^ 
rica'^no suih prhiciplc of exclusion'chji 
or docs exist; and it must be reedllecbaC 
that the Protestant and the Catholic W 
that continent confederated, in Conjua^ 
tion with France, but still there was flw-‘ 
thing in it*of Catholic combination. White 
the Protestant religion cannot procutb 
you one single ally on the continent, wdw 
the exception of Sweden, will you thMiA 
conient to disqualify one-fifth of your sttfa» 
jeets at home > *\Vill you direct yoiif 
stnngth and vigilance in array againsfte 
Catholic combination, at a moment Wh^ 
your (jjinger is the result of an anti-£ng(m 
conspiracy among the countries of EtI* 
rope, formerly your allies i Is this 
moment, I w ould ask, to deprive yoursetehp 
of that beneficial and necessary assistant 
which can alone exist in the union uf fm 
ranks and descriptions. If^oUbSufler iHA 
narrow principle to regulate your etih- 
duct, then do I contend that you do 
give your country fair play; but you ^ 
igive to the foreign enemy the be^ in^tlhs 
of cflecting his purpose, by allowing ’ a 
narrow, mean, ana selfish policy to goVeivi 
over youi bct»cp judgment. There cannht 
f herelbre he any moral incompatmiiity to'' 
the nofeasiire, but 1 think 1 th^ 

a very urgent political necessity exists , 
uniting all againsl^tlie designs of a 
enemy? It certainly has hecii the opimm 
of all political writers, that tests 
i^mbols of political sentiments, tjifftf lflff 
pretend to ^y thaf there may not be 
in vvRtch it is necessary for a state ttt' 
upon the principle of exclusion. 
a proimsition which, taken in a genetitt . 
sense, no one would dispute, and mdjf Wh , 
acted upon where the practice^of 
iigtous jMrecept is-evid^e of 
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^cik^ot. It will not be denied me. as a 
^^eral propositioa too, that there are 

f sin nght^o which all .subjects are en- 
(]«-that the state has a right to demand 
assistance of the talents of ail the sub- 
jiects. and-further, that it has not the right 
i^Vimposing arbitrary tests. But* there 

f . be cases in which subjects lose these 
ts,^.;.inrl then the imposition of an ar- 
ury test is defensible. In tliis parti- 

f alar case, however, it cannot apply ; for 
(^ro, as I think, 1 have distinctly shewn, 
Itp-foreign nltachinent is proved, or indeed 
exist, fur it is evident that foreign at- 
.^^iment has long since ceased. To jus¬ 
tify you, therefore, I say, you must prove 
a probable case, and you must prove 
^ore f that it exists .only with reference 
the Pope. What is this cause for,jea¬ 
lousy ? In what docs it oonsist ? Wh}>} in - 
this—the Pope ! And what is the Pope ? 
Why the Catholics have proved to you 
^lat the Pope is nothing more than a 
■na.mc, for they consider him in the light, 
and in no other, than a spiritukl power— 
they have abjured him in all temporal 
>.^8es; they have abjured him in all mixed 
.cases, particularly in all cases which in 
. 1 ^ way relate to the state—Let us, how- 
’^yer, examine the matter further. It has 
. .open oLyected to the Catholics that mar- 
' .-liages, and of course inheritances, are 
Subject to the controul of the Pope. The 
.idoit is absurd and monstrous ! I'iie house 
liyiil now recollect that marriage is a civil 
extract; that inhcritauce is good only 
|jy the laws of the country ; ilrat it is so 
.lit..proved by the acts passed upon the 
inject; ibaf they have lost that inheri- 
.tah.ee, and acquiesce in the laws, is clear 
;1hy the 9 Will. 2 Anne, 19 and 2.> Geo- 2, 
which marriage and inheritance arc 
^et a.si^, and the next of kin is only tenant 
for life. To tell the Catholics, therefore, 
Ibhat, at the present day, they consider 
, i^C.h contracts in a spiritual light, is to in- 
.niitt their understanding, and to upbraid 
Ithcm disbelief of that syetein to 

.^h|ch they fell victims.—^The next point 
Ij^.bh considered is with respect to excom- 
iponipation. In the lirst place, they say 
:marriage is a temporal obligation~ 
Wrym|niiiiication a spiritual onc. They 
. j|ijrlher say. that excohimunA'ation has hot 
urged with reference to any Ydgal or 
mhj^raT.conseqiiences, but that Catlioiics 


a yery able produc¬ 


tion in the a pamphlet, the 

of a ysarujed gentleman of this house/ to 
whosl. labours and information ids country 
and ^rs are equally indebted,* to tho 
chardis of the Catholic clergy claiming a 
righto tythes—that they deny the. right 
of tip Protestant clergy to tythes—that 
theyJjlaim legal existence for a Catholic 
cst^liiihmcnt, and that they exercise the 
r'lsjh of excommunication in all temporal 
ciSes—the most positive and unequivocal 
denial is giyen. The]i deny that they have 
ever resisted the right of the established 
chnroh to claim tythes—that they have 
claimed an exclusive establishment for the 
Cdtliulic ciiurch—they do not deny that 
taxation to the Protcstant*clergy is found¬ 
ed in justice, and for the truth of these 
u'cuials, they appeal to their fellow-subjects 
in the most solemn manner, and profess 
dieir readiness to swear to the facts. As 
to excommunication, that they say, is con- 
tined entirely to the Bishops, ana declare 
they have not claimed nor ejfercised any 
of tliese pewers imputed to them by their 
Hdversarie.s. In one of their principal 
dioceses, that of Dublin, 1 have the autho¬ 
rity of J)r. Troy, the titular archbishop, to 
.say, that in the course of 19 years, the 
time in which he has filled that see, only 
two instances of excommunication have 
occurred ; and that during the time of his 
predecessor. Dr. Carpenter (17 years) only 
the same number took place. 1 appeal 
to the good sense and judgment of the 
house then, whetlK'r the jxiwer of the 
Pope, ill regard to excommunication, can 
be looked on as dangerous.—Now, then, 
with respect to the other side of the ques¬ 
tion. It has been argued, and with much 
force, that the jjowpr of the Pope in the 
iiotninalion of bishops may be considered 
of a dangerous tendency. Wilh respect to 
this power, the Catholics themselves no¬ 
minate the Bishop ; the Pope gives him a 
spiritual capacity. If gentlcMuen think 
this a dangerous power, why then, I have 
a propo.s^.ion to make, a proposition which 
the Catholics have authorized me indeed 
to name—It «is this : “ That in the fuiut% 
nomination of Bishops, his majesty may 
interfere and exercise his royal privilege, 
by puttin^v a negative upon .such nominar 
tion ; thar is in other words to say :. that 
no Catholic Bishop shall be appointed with¬ 
out tlie entire approbation of his majesty.’,' 
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The hotfse wiil'be atvtire ef the benefit of 
such a proposition—of the desii^ |f the 
Catholics to conform t% the govemnAnt of 
their country, for this would efleJually 
prevent the appointment of any Csnolic 
Binhop to the head of his church, whp was 
not politically approved of, by th 
vernment. If it be true that Bon 
has controul over the Pope, the 

S ver the Catholic Clergy in Ireland, 
le Catholic Clergy over the laity ; why 
then it follows, that 'Bonaparte has con¬ 
troul over a very large proportion of i^he 
British army and navy. It is for this rea¬ 
son that T wish the liouse to go into a Com¬ 
mittee on the Petitions, and to come to a 
resolution apprffi-ing of the proposition I 
submit, and it is the morn necessary, be¬ 
cause it has been contended, not that (he 
danger will arise, but that it now really ex¬ 
ists. Here, than, is a power to be vested in 
his majesty wliich must ojreralc to do away 
the danger coraplaiiied of, by destroying 
the inllttcnce of Bonaparte, if such influ¬ 
ence actually exists. If this he not ac¬ 
ceded to, it will then be for those who, 
under such ciremnstances as they have 
charged, w i.di to persevere in their ho.sti- 
lity and exclusion, to state broadly and 
roundly th':*ir reasons, for such perse¬ 
verance—a jierseveraiicc which can* only 
tend lo make the king weak as to the 
Church, hml the constitution weak as to 
the Catholic body. The proposition will 
make a double connection—the two 
churches will be as one, and the king at 
the head. By these means all danger 
will be removed, the moral and political 
entirety of his majesty’s dominions will 



be established; the constitution will be 
invigorated and strengthened by connect¬ 
ing the. Catholics with the parliament, and 
the king with the Catholic clergy, by the 
interference which he must of coijrse ex¬ 
ercise in consequence of the appoint¬ 
ment.—Having considered this subject 
upon general grounds, I shall now proceed 
to examine it with respect to its applica-, 
tion to Great Britain and Ireland. Tlie 
Petition which has tliis iii^fht been pre¬ 
sented in opposition to the prayer of the y 
Catholics, has attempted to ground its 
hostility upon the pafnciples ^recognized 
‘gt'the Kevolution. Admit such a prin- 
aplc, and you make that glorious occur¬ 
rence fatal tb its own interests. It has been 
.objected? that the claims of the CatRolics 
|ai‘e inconsistent with the Declaration of- 
' iknd bath prescribed by that' 
imtrdmeht/' Irso, why then the Revolu- 


tiefti which established tHe lii^rtieS bf 
country, and from which you dbriye Swlf’ 
biessings, was pregnant wift llliher^ih^ 
to Ireland, and the Declaration of 
was fatal lo its own interests. ' But I'del^ 
that qpy fundamental law exists as 
the extension of every civil and pouH(!ii 
immunity to Catholic subjects, consistiSp 
with the security of the empire. If 
be any such fundamental tavv, show Iplf 
where it is. It certainly does not exist'ii^ 
the assumed power of the two branehes^ ^f, 
the legislature in 1742. On that occksi^ 
it passed by a vote of both houses of pai^Klii^ 
ment, an act ok'puwcr assuming the 
lativc authorit)'! It was aftcr\vards 
tinned in 1761, by a resolution inasiihUti^ 
mariner, without bueoiiiing aii' aef'^ 
the legislature. To be sure it thenlb^i^ 
a ft^nial act to sSnctiori the measure, 
that was an act of oppression, wh^' 
could not bind the Irish legislature. 1^' 
act of king William, which re-enactra 
this provision, was also an act of10i|pii 
pression, and it was not till the 
1782 that the elTccts of these provisionj4 
and the oaths they enjoined, were doui 
away by a bill introduced by an hoijit 
friend of mine, in^jo the Irish parliamehi 
But I not only contend that there is 
fundamental law to sanction this cxciusioili 
1 also contend that it is a violation of 
a cons^tutional principle. It is certailoltr 
true, that the succession to the crown Vi^' 
at the Llevolutioii, limited to the ProtestanI 
branches, but it is not ^ to be thence 
ferred, tlial persons professing a differ^ 
faith, are in consequence tq be excludjfd 
from filling ofltces in the statO; and 
dered incapable of sitting and votirig' ifi 
parliament. The principle of that proVil 
sion is at direct variance with the assumed 
mfereiice. The principle of the pArvisiQ^ 
is founded on this ground, that the cxeo^- 
tive shall be of the same religion as 
majority of the people, but the iaferepcia 
is directly the reverse. Tire prii^ple of 
the colistitution is, that you shatHfave 
benefit of the talents of all descriptionA'.i^.^ 
subjects in the lovwr branch of the 
laturc. “ In one case it goes to the ,limU|| 
tion of the crown—In the other it 
the diniinutjpn of j:he subject's 
have that it is a violation of a CO^V 
tutional principle*, and 1 am firm ^ 1^' 
opinion. It has been upheld as a futid^ 
meiital<>law’that, the Cdnimo'nsi fbrrji^ 
part of the legislature', of ivhiqlt piirt ;' 
Catholics take a shai^e. I^m^h in 
to their elective frtocHiseii. ' ^ 
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.by the act of 1798, and Teoognised 
ly * the artjcles of the Union; you 
therefore extend the principles of 
]fdar Constitution, or abandon them a)to> 
ffither. You told us that the Union would 
cwsoiidate the resources and the interests 
>oth islands. I now call upon you to 
^msolidate the strength and energies of 
wih nations by fulfilling the contract, 
unless you cany into efiect that measure, 
ffien do I contend that it was an act of 
ihb'Biiittn qvoad the parliament of Ireland, 
an art of bigotry, qtmad the people, 
^our fears for the security and pernia- 
Jllnce of your constitution be sincere, why do 
not extend your attention to the source 
l^hcnce the real danger arises > Does tlie 
4^ger proceed from domestic treason, or 
fixed and indefatigable hostilill/ of 
foreign enemy > In either case, w hei e 
^dbld you look for security ^ Certainly 
jin the people! why then, I say you would 
ict wisely in agreeing to the prayer of the, 
Pbfitions, by attaching to you pne fifth of 
*hc whole of your population. Arc you 
then, when you contend that danger is 

S road, so foolish or so frantic as to per- 
t In the exclusion, or do you look for 
^curity in the extravasated ambition of 


~k&man taihJit Pkiium. 
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Tain to delude yourselves by a conceal- 
mentfuf the fact. '|'he day will arise when 
It of settlement, and the Protestant 
shment itself must be defended by 
ic co-operation. If you w ish your 
lie subjects to shew the same zeal as 
ellow subjects, give them the same 
egos. It has beeil argued, that to 
a Protestant king and Catholic coun- 
cik^ would be an anomaly in politics—4 
see no such anomaly. Look at llie his¬ 
tory of nations, when the danger was as 
0 reat as it is now. Was Ileniy 4th less 
faithfully served because he happened 
to ^avc the duke of Sully for his prime 
minister? Waslajvvis lOth in greater danger 
from the couucel of Tuh'iiiie ? and vtt 
both these great ministers were of a dif¬ 
ferent religion from ihc established reli¬ 
gion of the country. While yoni enemy 
employs all the talents of his ctate, and 
brings into action all the energies of his 
subjects, can you confidently hope for se¬ 
curity by rendering useless a great part of 
your population What do the petitioners 
want > not a tianster of powi r, or the ab¬ 
surd establishment of a Catliolic Parlia¬ 
ment, but they do reijuin- a restciiation of 
their legitimate rights, an admissibility to 


Aejiriving one fifth of your subjects of! power. They ask for nothing which in 
. A^ir ri^ts, and of depriving the empire " ’ ■ • • i /-.i 

iir their assistance? Do you think your 
^dnstitution is in most danger fh m the 
CLtidcks of a foreign enemy, or from firing 
the resentment of one fifth of your people ? 

U your constitution safer, because four 
' mlmons of your people have only to look 
tltp to the sovereign for mercy and protec- 
fSitftt ? Is tile eliurch in less danger if you 
^ke it incompatible with the civil co-ope- 
r^ion of one fifth of your people ? I would 
a^ is the state in less danger ? Is a tree 
pore ffrm when its roots are torn up, or i 
£k;^ital more secure when the baoeis taken 
aWay ? or will you tell me what in the 
t^turaPworld is radical weakness, con- 
i^tea jn tj^ political world both security 
itid strengUi ? No! your very measures 
pirove that you feel the insecurity of your 
billby. When you pUssed your famous 
Levy ^ Masse Act, and the TV'aining Act,*’ 
did you ^ot extend their provisions 
jioTfSnuna f fonthis plain reason, becauRe 
^0 0 had ttot extended^ur constitution, 
did you not call upon the energies 
fellow subjects therej The reason 
^s/y^u felt the fatal efiects of khat ex- 
1 ^ which the Irish parliament 
_ iiitranabd. Such conduct will neither 
the church nor state. 


But it is in 


vddes any recognised principle of the con¬ 
stitution, or fundaini nUl laws of the land. 
The principle upon which I say you act 
inconstitudonally, is in making a mono¬ 
poly of the state, and of the pari lament, to 
the exclusion of a great portion of the 
constituency of the empire. It has been 
argued, that the Catholics aic guilty of 
treason m refusing to take the o itli of su- 
premaej’, (winch the Dissenleit do not 
take,) and because they are attai lied to 
the Pope. This is not true. Equally uii- 
.supported by sound aigument, and coii- 
fouiida,!, in truth, is the charge made 
against them, of a desire to overturn the 
established church; indeed, they have 
been insulted and stigmatized, in opposi¬ 
tion to repeateddeelaiMtions of parliament; 
ill opposition to the 1 Sth, and to tiic 83d 
of the kiiig.Svhich gives tliem a certain 
description of political powers. Such ob¬ 
jections are founded upon the most gross 
errors. Xhose wIiA, argue against the Ca¬ 
tholics seem to coii<iider them as a race 
incapable of every viatue, and capable of 
any vice, an execrable race, whose hearts 
no mild treatment could soften. I argue, 
in refutation of these charges, that the Ca^ 
tholic pays bis quota to t& exi|;encief lol* 
die state ; h« also pays us propertitMato 
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tl(e chorck ^tablisbinent; the Very pay* m 'b^l ^ 

mep. of tHo^ i^ootiu m perf^ftd Iitto aii ttaMKM^to the principled of I 

org^ent against their^opcs. Th^ who it iq>plies to tlie law; the de^ifits of i' 
have argued in this manner, end jtnified are too evident to need anj^fturdlter 
■ ■' " • mettt from me. Geatlemea will ' 



fore take into their consideration the ,£ 
and dangerous mischief reauUiitg 
these detective laws; they will eatij;,^. 
properly, the material causes of then:, 
fects, and the consequences of them, i 
tliey will then 0iul the resultto be, thatd 
uigender in the ixMom of the state, 
meats of hatred httd hostility. _ 1 am, Ir^ 
ever, ready to admit, that certain stingai 



their arguments on the score of re^on, 
rendered even Omiiipolfcice subsereient 
to their vile purposes, and as it werj at¬ 
tempted to bdlktcr up Omnipotencr by 
acLomiDodating the Deity with a ceWin 
poition of their own vices and crimes^ in 
place of a religion founded on those pfre 
maxims of truth and justice, which are as 
4u.<chaimoab{e as the moral properties of 
(lod—It is then, I say, to bolster up a folse 

and fraudulent system under the pretext have been left behind by the long , 
of icligious worship, for no other end, and nuance of those penal laws, which 
having no othej oliject in view, than to the people, and the operation of whiw 9 
gratdy the selfish interests and sordid pas- still continue to harass and to perpl^., 
sioiis of the few', by converting into an m- is in vain for you, then, to sUgmuti^eiU^J 
strument of vex.Uion and injustice, that couiArymen as a perverse and obstinafo " 
svhith MMs ordained as the blessing and, of iheu, whom rfo measures of mililij 
consolation of the many. It is only upon and conciliation can sofien. Let it no] 
the ituld and beneficent attributes of the be said that tlieir jierveise and recrpai ^ 
Divine Antlioi of our being that w’e should spirits are not to be reconciled. If yoi^- 
found the stability of our churcji and, say stdl say so^ you declare that man has don^ 


of it “ esto piipetna.” But though they 
oicilouktd the Dc-ity and his attiibutes, 
till y did not lose sight of their own emo- 
lonu nts. They sasv in it a little profitable 
ciiUK h establishment, sshith they bolster- 
« I I'jj in '•ome cent! inptible test law'. 
How then, I would ask, aie the Catholics 
to tl('j.tro\ rhe rhmth establishment? It 
must rithcr be by law 01 bji force—If by 
law, why thin it is evident, before they 
ran hope to obtain their ind, they must 
become the in ij< iitj of the empire—that, 
lionoer, no mic can pppieheiid. But by 
•idiuitiing then claim',, it is urged you 
givi them a phv sic al foi < e. bi cli sort of 
KMSinmg would appl^, if speal ing of 
Tuiks 01 Pagans, but is it the liic'iaqi* 
which wc ought to u.e when spcakiogof 
0111 fellow Chiistians^ of oin k'I'w sub¬ 
jects ^ A Catholw thtii,ac'iudiir' (Ithose 
leasoiis, geneta'ly speaking, is an t \(>( i.t- 
ble Pagan, because he obtains some of lus 
privileges, and then has t'.e liimii'y to 
ask for the remaimlir. Aow let*nic con- 
sidei the objectiom with regiuil to Iiekuul. 
It has been assorted that the IiiJi ('.uho- 
lics are hostile to the state, and that tin n 
Hostility extends to tlioseVho piofess the 
Prrtestant religion—'rifat hostility (ertaiii- 
fy cannot ajiply to Ireland: for do 5 ou not 
suppose the Ii i 'h Prott stants would be act u- 
dtcabythpsanic li 'stility > Itismtsolelyto 
Catlfot^cs that the imputat on lies, for Tt so, 
dfe EftgliA Catholics must be equally cul- 
>^e. Hte chmrge, if there is anw truth 


every thing to bung them to a senSjp oif 
duty, hut that the Deity has made them iflf. 
coriigible. You charge them with ciimei 
which they do not merit, and you fbrg?J^ 
that the roots of Jhose cnmc' find theufi^ 
CMstencp ui the abominable code of penu 
laws, with svhicli you have loaded my 
countiy. Why, then, do you not lemov^ 
this gritat and ciynig ec il ? You h ive the 
remedy m youi Hand,; leptal the,c law^ 
and then you remove the crime. It wa» 
well cbseivcd by a noble and learned lor(|| 

(Avoiimorc), when the test act was repealed^ 
that the penal code had long been hover-, 
mg over Ireland. The pei^ilties mfiicteijl 
by that code, leceivcd the Catholic at hiS 
hiith ! they stood by him at Ins bri^^ 
bed ' and they did not leave him at realU 
c*iin m lu, coffin* it is tme that«part a? 
these pciicillus have been removed, 

Iheie still leuiain many heavy ones, which 
1 think the wisdom ol the united, parlia¬ 
ment ws^uld do well to icmovc altogetbf!|[« 
Tin pc^ople of Ireland ha\e^ecii ‘did tf^ 
lime were many nairovv spiilts in tbei^ 
pailiamint; and • c( 1 taiiiiy there 
•some vrtio always wished to counter^ 
any beneficial nnasuie in favour of,tt 
Cathohe subjg^i t; bjit they h.’ve akiA 
told thiit an impi 1 lal pailiamciit will legii^ 
late upon liheralAuunaiw and eiilightt^ 

])! inciples ; such w us ific promise nwd q| 
to the peoplS autccidcnt to the uniofl 
that promise I now call U| on you to f^ 
if you do not, you btcak fanil with./ 

2 O , 


||||{^1c of Ircliui<}« and ^you do more; litiey would go to Idter the state of, 
iton will not only injure the hitere<tts of pcrty, is a futile sort of roasoning. Ti%id 

S r enipire^but you may ultimately en- absuinity of dreading as a consequence* 
ger its s^urity.—1 will now proceed that Kliich must hrst exist as the cause of 
1 C argument, if such it can be called, of that ^ad, istrul v ridiculous. lu older to 
^e dancers likely to ai ise w itli respect to stop ft visions, udRgcious in the event of m- 
llfe settkment ot property in Iteiatid, in vasufi by the enemy, now ^ much to be 


setuement ot property in Iteiatid, in vasiJi by the enemy, now yj much to be 
Jequence of adraitim>' the t atholics to dresJed, the Protc*a;ant inhabitants of se- 
tical power. 1 know ihat consideiaiile vcr« counties, .sensible that their establish- 
ni has been cxiitcd in consequence of nx^ and the state could not be defended 
ap which coiit.niie(l an iii count of the wfniout the aid of Catholics, have presonl* 


^^tical power. 1 know ihat consideiaiile 
wi]rn) has been cxiitcd in consequence of 
l^ap which coiit.niie(l an iiicount of the 
mstribution of propoity among tiie ancient 
l^dcd proprietor^ ot Ireland. Tlic fact 
however, that thi<i map, which is to be 
nund ill the innlltor’sofbce, was drawn up 
m air WjIIuui Petty, tor the use of the 
Kep government, a copy of whirh iiad 
w some means been preserved in fiance; 


ed petitions in their favour. There are 
nut Ics^ than nine counties in all, which 
have shewn this noble example of liberali¬ 
ty and sound policy. The counties of 
(.lire and Calway han had mot tings con¬ 
vened by their sheriils, atswhic li they pas¬ 
sed resolo* tolls expressing then ardent 


I copy of that copy hat! been obtained by wishes for an admission ot their Catbobc 
nersou 111 the servUeof goveinment^and brethren to the brfarfits of the constitu- 


fi&ined as matter of fiistory; and this tion. In the counties of Tippc rary, Kil- 
Was the source of that publication, which kenny,Roscommon,Wateif5id,and Mcatli, 
Seated so much unneeesjai y alarm. There and m the tow ii of Newry, rcsol utions have 
dre but few Catholics who could claim been passed, not formally by the Protestant 
tty ancient descent, if that u^aim were gentry and inhabitant*, but by the gitat 
dven to be allowed, but thcie certainly are bulk of the landed piopiielors; these le- 
Jbtaiiy proprietors of land who hold by re- commendations were not owing to the m- 
ient purchase. Now', to shew the house fluence of liberality and confidence merely 
^at tile shaie which the (’.'itholic s have in —not to tlie absence of all suspicion of an 


|hc landed propei ty ou Ireland is not so 
wall as is siipposf d, I w ill state (bat the 
rental of one uolile earl alone, is 'j0,000 1. 


intention to invade the landed piopcrly at 
a more convenieiil season, but to Uie 
stronger and mote immediate feeling of 


jf-ycar ; therefiire it is a gross mistake to the danger which a divided countiy would 
(^timate the w hole of lands iield by Catho- have to expcricm e in case of invasion from 
Ucs at ]ii‘i annum; their propor- an active andpow'irtul enemy. A regard 

|ton is fiom 500,000/. to a million, in fee for their own property was the chief lea- 
ItBiple. Is a revolution in landed proper- son. They are not afraid of war, but they 

f Wftbcn, tobc 'apprehended fioin persons are afraid of the continuance of the dis- 
H^s cii'cinnskiiiiced ’—^Thcn it is said that abilities, and they depiceatc those tcuible 
ngci* is hi bo uppreliended from the (e- privileges of an extensive monopoly of 
litry.—^'fo this 1 reply, that they are in constitutional right and political power, 
situation of poseity, from which it is On this principle it is, tbilt they come to 
j^rly impossible they r.in emerge, and ofier up their moiiopol)’, and to entreat that 
'f^nvol^e formidable to the landed pro- others may be admitted m common to de- 
mjjetors. They can only oke possession fend tftteir rights—to defend their country! 


iT the land by force of arms, or by force w'ithout which, neither a suftii tent defence 
^ lawsv w'bicn must be enacted for that for the preservation of political power, 
W^oa^ If tp ere be any such sett^ments nor of lahded property, can reasonably be 
ui Uioae^'hicn h'avc been circulated, I beg looked to. If you accede to their rccom- 
aak, where sire the lawyers who mendation, itiWill be the means of a greater 
llrcw them up i Besides, the titl^ of the power of defence than you can hopie to 
i^antry in general depends upon protest-* derive either from your Parish Bill or from, 
ut lapulords. Tlie relief which the peti- your Local Miiit4. What answer will 
Roft prays will inot add to «the phj^c^al you returrt'to this recommendation ? Will 
rtwagth^qf the Catholics, but wi]l#rather you say, " that although wc thought you 
werq|te as a reason for exercising that worthy to participate with your feHow 


cxcrciSiDg that worthy to participate with your teUow 
in aid of the state, j Before they subj^tti ip jeilectioa franchises, yet Wp think 
intt) parliament they mast hlive that you not deserving of further conctsaioh.; 
k therefore, to say that the intro*.,. Ot, in woida, we consider you as ini* 

of a bill for removing ihosc disabi- ; inio<4 Berests of tkb' state V* Will 
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fcngo farther uid say^ » no, vrt will not 
attend to the prayers of your Petition^ but 
we will, in ormr to pr^Vido for the wrpe- 
tuai safety of the empire, leax'e the colmtry 
to divisions, and the church to the P<i^e!” 
You may leave the country to dh^ktn, 
but if you d(v you will thereby endanger 
the empire, for the rising of rebellioi .will 
be the consequence of refusal. Is it, men, 
wortli while, fb^. the sake of a paltry Vio- 
iJopoly, which at last cjn be but temporary, 
to refuse, for such aif object, the rcrom- 
raendation of so large a portion of your 
Protestant subjects i Will you, I say, 
adopt so narrow a line of policy, whoiy he 
Catholics allow you a controuling power 
over the noinitftition of bishops ^ If you 
do, why then I contend you will leave the 
country to its own rum, and you w ill leave 
the chuich to the l*ope. It has been 
argued that the object of the Petition iS 
ol little value, and that it is not much rc- 
jjaided or desired by the petitioners them- 
seises ; but* will it be contended by those 
who have expended so much* money in 
obtaining seats in parliament, that seats in 
parliament are of no value, and that it is 
not matter of any moment to subject any 
class o£ n« n to he exoluded from them ? 
It has been said that Cathoiiesare not de¬ 
sirous of scats in parliament; and as proof 
ol the assertion, the declaration of Con¬ 
naught has been cited. But though re¬ 
bellion IS not announced as a consequence 
of the refusal, yet it docs not follow, that 
if the boon is given, it will not be highly 
valued. It is not in huninn nature to be 
satisfied with being excluded from situa¬ 
tions of honour and dignity. The exclu¬ 
sion of Catholics firom parliament and the 
state, is not only degrading, but dishonour¬ 
able ui the highest degree. If there bean 
indifierence to that exclusion, it is the 
more dishonourable to the legislature, for 
then it proves that the Catholics aie so 
subdued by tyrant laws, that the spirit of ' 
attachment to tJie constitution is subdued 
among them. If so, I am sure i^is highly i 
requisite immediately to plant a soul in* 
the body, wliidi may animAe it fiom the ] 
centre to the extremities. Till tliat is 
done, the exertions of the state will be ’ 
crippled, and instead of sendinc armies to i 
figfc It your battles against the enemy, you 1 
will m necessity be obliged to keep them < 
at home to defend Ireland. In everv step 'I 
which tlft government in that case* may < 
take, they will be baaiited by the penal i 
laws. It is qj^ssary now tftjpiace things t 
tacb a f^ng, that toldmn may be < 


called upon to jjght, not for' thklr 
for the constitution; thatconstlthtionwliwi^ 
you have endeavoured to tkof. 

With.—:\ou have no common reeltiqf Iti-f 
tber for their pride or their passion$,~^£if 
is not parliamentary certainly to tklk 
the O^th of the king, for which I entt^rtiw, 
the highest possible respect. It has 
urged that the oath of the king is incoh^t 
patible with the removal of the disabilititf 
cumplaiiied of. Let examine how 
it is so. It is a fit subject of parliawe^ 
tary inquiry, to ascertain whether oj; wa 
the reptcscutatioii is just. We mart ’usA 
allow the enemies of the CathoiiGS w 
-abuse, m the first place, the religion “qf 
(iod, and/ in the next, the piety of nislihfe ’ 
jC'ty, without contradiction or restrail^ 
Thcikiiigs of Kiigk-ind swore to niaintaiv 
ihiwlibcrties of *hcir people. They fjre 
therefore subordinate to the law-; tfae|y 
cannot invade tlie liberties or religion of' 
any man, w ithout committing a bicach 
tlieir oath. They are not sworn to maio^ 
tain the pt-nal laws, nor to rcstiict the li* 
gislature fioni making new pumsions lA 
Favour of the church. If the king, accord¬ 
ing to the provisions m.\de rospeetrug th® 
church, is sworn to maintain theni entity 
and without ebantfe. why, then, thechurcl 
IS placed bej on.l the pow-er of human 
tcrfereiice, and is also beyond (lie exe¬ 
cutive ^inl legislalivc power. The ponw 
i laws arc included in those piovisioiis; aA4 
wliat js the nature of them ?—^Wliy, ofip 
of them goes to rob a Catholic of his Ikh^} 
another prevents him from educating h]lk 
sons at home, and from sending theiPk 
abro'ad for education; anotiftr goes to dtti 
pi-i VP a Catholic father of h*s property, li 
the repeal of law v of this kind arc a breach 
of the coronation oath, w'hy, then, evCKk 
sovereign since the time of Hensy S »« 
perjured—W’lHiam 3, when he signed th4 
artulesof Limerkk, was perjured—ail4 
queen Anne, w'hen she passed the Act M 
Union, was pcijuied—George tfie Fir^ 
and Oorgo the Second were perjured—^ ^ 
Ilis jiresent gracious sovereign, when 
passsed the Ciuebef Act, was persuaded ^ 
depart /roni his coronotion oath—sO w 
17t<2, when the Act of Catholic Inh^ 
ritancp w.is iitissi'd—again, in nQ\, . 

the Catliolics wercT allowibd the exerciiA 
of their elective franchises. In short, t|u 
Coronation Oatli, from which so ' 

departiyes lias occurred, is nothing mom ■'< 
than the oath of 8Ug||8ision. This 
cannot be interpretmrm a nfknner nS ^ 
down by the enemies of the Catholics iriw 






im 


^ making the Righte of the church, the 
wrongs oi the people—by incapacitating 
onefihh of hhi majesty’s subjects from con- 
^ihuting their best servirts tor the benefit 
■•f the state. The church i> iti conxe- 
^oence maife a confederacy agaigst the 
mate, and the king a party to it. There 
way bo cases m which the coronation 
jOlto might interfere with the penal 
Jktetuies; but tin nit would be to repeal 
'I’he kiri.i is swotn to protect the 
^Protestant religion as by law established— 
Aittt 1 n rll siip{io.se a rase, ni svlnch it ni ly 
'be necc&saiy to enlist Catholics lor the 
'•rniy, in oiicler to the better defence of 
the empire. Will it be said that the royal 
lOath IS to stand In the way at the tune 
■when the coneurienee of his majesty in 
dKtquiriiig the assistance of all his subjects 
to siippoit the PiotesWnt cstablishlUent 
■gainst all enemies, is so imperiously ne- 
oessary? I should hardly think such a 
position would be adsanced. Well then, 
in such case, the union of all ranks and 
deseriptions of persons in the common 
defence of the cmpiie would be neces.sary, 
*nd then it must be e^ idem, that so far a 

^ JTepeal of the penal statutes would follow. 

I Having, as 1 conceive, shewn that llicre 
does not evist aiij moral incompatibility 
between the two religions, nor any of a 
political nature to debar Catholics from 
the eiijoyineiit of those rights and, privi¬ 
leges to whuh I hey are entitled, and that 
the constitution is not against thcm,'l shall 
contend, that w'hether it be looked to in 
its formation, consolidation, or preserva- 
^n, the relief which they pray for, will, 
if granted, he* of the most beneHcial eon- 
•■(]uenees to the empire. The property 
of Ireland is unanimous in their favour, 
with a viesv to the extinction of religious 
*diflerci?ces. And whether you consider 
lt> in its original institution, in its princi¬ 
ples as recognised at the Revolution, or as 
wo its future duration, in either view it im¬ 
periously calls for that amelioration of your 
policy, whichV as the implied coiulRion of 
‘the Act of Union, and it is further r.illed 
fijr, in order to your complete protection 
■teinst the attacks of a foreign seneiny., 



■ppose one compact body to the enemy’s 
bTnpfions. If arguments, su< h as I have 
ildyertpd to, are to be adducesi in ^opposi- 
tMM to the credit M the ehurch, and the 
tl^mnce oPthe ; if wc are to be 

kmnted step by step, by the remains of 


the penal code, why Usen, I say, youf 
counfry is irretrierably lost, and avery 
great* principle ot religion, of public 
defeffee, and of liberty, are at an end. 
Tliatf great and distingui.shed statesman 
(MitTmiv) wms from his earliest days the 
decilled friend ot tlie repeal of the penal 
law/, in 1778, he expressed his abhor- 
reiy*e of the penal code—in that abhor- 
rgni e he continued to the latest nioiiicnts 
of his life—-He recommended a total repeal 
of those laws—Inland will ever retain a 
grateful sense of the benefits she has re¬ 
ceived from that great man. When the 
lasjt prayer oi the Catholics was submitted 
by him to the United Legislature, he gave 
his concluding testimonjr against the in¬ 
justice, the ridclty anti impolicy of the 
continuance of any of the restrictions. 
Ireland now feels the loss nIic has sustamod 
1)y his separation from the cares of this 
world, and weeps in anguish over his 
tomb. In estimating the qiiajities w Inch 
so peculiarly marked his proud career, 
one dwells with mingled emotions of rap¬ 
ture and sympathy on his conscious inte¬ 
grity of soul—on his amiable retiitiide of 
mind—on the complacency of his disposi¬ 
tion—on his benevolent wcaknesstu—ind 
we recollect, witJi sentiments cficgict, the 
loss winch the nation has sustained—In 
his eloquence he was commanding and 
coiniiuing, and one can contcmpl.ite with 
satisfaction, even the negligent grandeur 
of his style. In presciiluig the toinier 
petition, the great object whir li ISIr. I'ox 
wished to impress upon liie house was, 
that a eomjiliance with its prayer would 
add inatciially to the stiength of the 
empire. If at that tune, such an objor t 
was necessary, how much more so is it at 
the present priiod, w'hen Austria has left 
you; when Russia is your enemy, when 
Prussi.* IS amnhiinted, and wlieii nothing 
remains, hut nations leagued against yon 
with the common enemy', into winch 
league, they liave either been intimidated, 
or forced by conquest. Your danger 
th refill e is threefold greater, for you 
have nothiiijP to depend upon but your 
ow'ii exertions. Paralized by divisions, 
you will ultimately he lost ift your own 
dangers at home—dangers, unparallolcd 
m the history of your country—^the ‘two 
Islands now stand alone to contend 
against all mankind. • Will you then/ la 
such^ crisis, foolishly and madl;Jt d^end 
upon political divisions and reli^eus 
schisms to prop a felling ^C**"**! What'4i 
the idea which the encmili of tho'Caiiio* 


e 
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lies bare of tilufl dmigrr ? wb.y' they I will pTodtic,c m Ireland bad aatj^ebtfli. bil 
blacki n a (ew Cathol^Ks in this hous|» and worse rebels, c asy to conqueti but 
then (oQceiTC tlut div*i8ioin aic to Iscure blc to govern ii they attei^ fony 
a fallin" st itt, and add t almnny to|coin- gestions, they may restore not onily>{p)iOd 
jiLtt the tall Piocet.d lu this com sc ot I oidti, hut 1 umony I appial also to tkoa' 
in«anitv mitd you lia\e heaped nijiacle I government, and tell them, that it tine^ 
upon iiiinclcf and folly upon follv ' I sutler thenisehts to be ovLicome by iMM 
know It IS th( rcisoiung of many good I paltry feelings of ang«W which can tend 
men, and also ol many bad men, to di/^iate | only to irritate and lullame, they will bruig 
|ioin their usual habits upon quesmns I the adininistiation into gieat didiculU^ 
such as theM.—lu astioumny they will and ledurc the country to disorder ahd 
adliiie to sciince, bift in icligious matteis (ontusion It will then be no jastib«dr 
they think thenisflves ciititUd to adopt tion lor them to say, that the people eught 
cfitam pimlcges ovci leasuu and uvei | not to have felt so sttoiigly, lor the hlaoib 
tooials ihey distegaid the sugges- I would be on their own heads. JBeheve 
tioiis ot one, and disown the precepts of me, the best way to guard the Cathoiitis 
th( othri—Ihcjr discit the limits of one I of lieland from foreign attachments, isby 
woild, and fly, but without ariiving at the I discoui iging reli^ous bigoUy amongst 
of her which they hopid to itlani They I the Protestants The Catholic will nevetr 
fly liom all obcdieW to the moial leefrthe victory, when he finds that bigw- 
J iws of tht xynvcisc, and m the heat of tiy is swept hum the threshold of the ga»« 
thru fancy, ptiveited and phrcnsicd as it vcininciit Do not believe the idle tsden 
Is, construct a wuild of tlieir own, until, vvliich tend to lalumniate my country- 
callous iii tlic obstinacy of then infatua- men, such as then not chusing to live 
turn, they fix peini meiitly on Coiielusions among Pii)testants,uf then refusing to take 
whieh they hung bark, and which are Piotestant servants If you go into the 
pernieiousto both, ind eommon to neither, | Committee ail these false assertions can 
and on thesr emiclusions they lay the I be dispioved The battles m P<gypt 
foundation of daiigci—fo aveit this dan- j would nevci have been fought, the victory , 
gei, 1 pioposc a nieasuie w hie h 1 say will I of Maida never gdmed, if the Catholics m 
produee the desired object of ill, and that Ireland had not gone hand in hand with 
int isuit IS “ niulud coiicoid ” 1 iccom- then Protestant biethren in eveiv duty of 

iiK nd to iny own countiymeii to associati good Y>hjects, and in eveiy feeling which 
with their fellow subjects, be they Catho- belongs to good citi7ens Ihe peasaati^ 
lies Ol not 1 would leeuinincnd to all ufiidmd ai« not slave s, noi theiandlorcis 
classes ot Diitish subjects, the spit it of tyiants hucb language is calculated to 
cone Old and ot mutual chanty llanisli I reiulei the upper laiiks odious, and tbo 
irom V out bi easts that fetal prmc iple of low ei tanks contemptible 11 you want to 
excluMon, and wc miy then indeed sa>, fonn a judgment ot the Charaetei and 
t to pejfKtua Hell ase your Catholic bio- capacitic s ot lieland, look to what she has 
thci Irumthat peisonal dcgridatiou winch clicctcd in the short space ol twenty-five 
meets him 111 evei 3 walk, which he sees he- yeais In that short period, the people 
foil him clativ at his own clooi, and which added one thud to her coininegce, iti- 
he fiiub illustiated in the ivpi^ssions, creased hei lescnue five fold, gave an 
thctoistsand the mciiiiiieiits ot the up- accession of one thud to her popuiatiou^ 
bi tiding monopolist—the C atholic deeply and have besides acquiud a free trado 
feels all these degradations, and thireture and a free constitution These*are thq 
hi the country gentleman pay due itten- bnbi'ous aceornplishmen>'s of Irelandv t 
tmn to the recommendUioii which I pie-* The Catholics of irehnd have a tiial 
suine to give. I appeal tc/ anothei dcs- juiy—are admissible to all oihees, but tht 
cription of peisons t illed Oiange Men, to I highest/oflices, in the state, and above » 
awaken them to then tolly, and to recollect I are a constituent part of the coiintiy<ki~> 
in time, thvt though there may exist such j thc»e aio the iiglits which they poasesM^ 
a thing as exclusive religion, tuere cannot and these lights they wohkl not sunender 
be an exclusive allegiance , these men, if J to the kings of Fsigland, and they will opt 
argued with civilly, would feel and ac- suirender them to the enemy. Ihes3 fac^ 
knowledge the ditleience, and forget aveiy aflord tjie bot ptoof of the highly civihaeil 
insult they have icceivcd. Let govern- and impioved state of lieland, aiiciafloid the 
ment be* convinced, that unless they re-j best pictuie of that brave peop% who likvu 
DQiHicc this nwow jealousy, their system { been so ciudly stigmatized. 1 wtU 
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tell th« PttHba whicibiinow lies 
.^<^|)ur table—a Petition for emancipa- 
; for oyf.n though the prayer of it 
, Mould not be granted immediately, th" 
j^tholics will still retain the same desire 
teappoain|[ the enemy—the same ^.eal in 
4w cause of the empire. Every'rcasmi 
|^^;.{HC0ceeding with temper and coii;:ilia> 
it still desirable. Creat r. ita^n 
«^land by her side, has to count u]. .<i . c 
(Iptillioat of inhabitants, ten millions of cx- 
ftOC^ She pays' two laillions'^of rental, 
. millions ol interest, and contributes 
hpei third of her population to the army 
Ih^ navy. This is the stake which Ireland 
^ in the empire, and this must convince 
yyoa how very wicked and foolish it is to 
goveindty any paltry acts, striking at the 
root of her liberties. There is on«both 
a.tdes ample ground of attachment, and let 
the decision this night be what it may, it 
will rwt create any division in the interests 
of the two countries, iiuppose the navies 
of Europe, with their arsenals, were to sail 
at oiuie from the dilTcreut ports of the 
enemy, and proceed directly for Ireland, 
what measm-es would be mwt adviseable 
%b take upon that occasion for its defence? 
f i^Would you send an especial messenger 
i» array the corporatibns, and put down 
the Catholic hierarchy, and make them 
take the oath of supremacy ? On the con¬ 
trary, would you not rather send to incor- 
pearate them in the general defence ? I'he 
argument applies at tlie present moment 
MOat forcibly, for if you would do this at 
•oeh a moment, why do you not now, when 
Itxm have time, do something which shall 
an. end totliose dciath-doing divisions 
abdto prepar^' for that great battle whicfi 
apocier or later must be fought?—How 
would you blush, if it were possible for 

S our ^cestors to learn, that you lost tiif 
eraditury freedom of the land, becau.se 
JO# were more alarmed at the edicts of 
CoastaAce, the decrees of the Lateran 
apd the*councils of Trent, than you were 
at a foreign enemy ! The Catholicsdo not 
hroroach this house with servile humility, 
(U, in the course of what 1 have said, 1 
have uttered any thingVhich maj; savour 
of such an idea, I humbly beg their par-' 
^o) they come to support your empire, 
also to shard your'privildges as free- 
, men, now when Austria has turned dgainst 
|llW»''*hen Russia is no longer your friend, 
Prussia has ceased tq.' exist as a 
j|vef’;;rr^hey now wish to share your 
ryf‘49 Mare the comtitution, and, in 
e'|>f necessity, to fo to the grave wUh 


you with arms in.their hands! This is 
their prayer, attd it is on these grounds 
th.'.t Ituove to refed-fhe Petition .to a Com* 
mitt«l;: of the whole house, 1 move it on 
.!m ^oimd of national justice, and sliall 
eondude with two wijhes—first: That 
/'ju*may long picserve your liberties; 

I next, that you may never survive the loss 

I cf tjem. 

After Mr. Grattan had satdow'n, some mi¬ 
nutes elapsed before any member ruse. A 
cry of Question ! Qsjcstion ! then ousiied, 
when Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald rose. The 
cry still continued, and strangers were or¬ 
dered to withdraw: they w'ere shortly after 
re-'admitted, and we found Mr. Sct;rctary 
Canning on his legs, endeavouring to ad¬ 
dress the chair, amidst loud cries of hear ! 
order ! chair! 

Mr. Secretary began by ob- 

•terving, that whenever a cpiesUon of such 
magnitude as the present was brought 
before the house, it was in the greatest 
degree de.sirable that the delib'cralion up<m 
such a question should be conducted in a 
manner best calculated.—Here the right 
lion, secretary was interrupted by a gene¬ 
ral cry of order! chair I 

The SjKolcer rose and said, that he felt 
it to be his duty to answer the appeal that 
had been made to the chair. He did 
think, that until the numbers which w'ere 
the result of any division bad been an¬ 
nounced from the chair, the question was 
open to debate. 

Mr. Secretary Canning then proceeded 
to enforce the necessity of moderation and 
good temper in the discussion of a ques¬ 
tion like tlie present. The right hon. 
mover was himself an example of the mo¬ 
deration he so much recommended ; and 
he trusted that, the same temperate man* 
ner which had marked tlic right hon, 
gent.’.'^conduct tlmt night, would, for the 
remainder of it, influence all that might 
be said on oither side of the house, duruig 
tile remainder of the debate.—Here the 
cry of chyir ! order! was renewed; when 
‘ The SjKaker again rose, and said, that 
lie hud to tbfr best of bis .judgmect^given 
his opinion, and that he was willing to ap¬ 
peal to the house; or, if he was ia error, 
to request tlicir instructions. 

Mr. iSecfetary Cemning then continued, 
and observed, that if he and hifi colleagues 
wished to go to a saleut vote on this ques# 
tion, »it was certainly not ii*om any want 
of disposition to shew respect to the right 
hon. gent, who had brought, forward i1m 
businasa in so able, eloqidSnt, and can* 





did a ninimer, but rather from a perfect 
cniiu-idruce in some of the sentiinent&most 
particularly impres‘teil*by the- rightfhon. 
getit. and 11 desiie to ufive the vo^e he 
should teel it Iun duty to uive, in the 
manner mmt < omistent with the right 
liofu gent.’s r^cominendalion. Whocrer 
slnnild iunH> in aid of the right lion. gent, 
could cert only not be looked forwmd to 
as a more poweiful antagonist. There 
iSore many strong reasons why the extcn- 
j- on ot (liisdisoiissionShould not be wished 
lor. He did not kium what sensation of 
triumph was felt by the noble lord oppo¬ 
site (eai 1 Temple.) If the noble lord Ijad 
any moie eloquent speech to bring for¬ 
ward, he lelt hinf to cii|oy the anticipation 
of It. <)1 the solulilj of the trianipli the 
house Would s^on haie an op)mitiinity of 
judging. If Ills majesty’s ministers saw 
no piospect of a suciO!>sful issue to thti^ 
(jiK>>tion before the house, and but mis- 
rhitf m the (lisciis'.ioii, was it unrea.unable 
that fliey siTould be willing to avoid the 
debate ^ Vv'as that course of proceeding 
new to the lion, gentlemen oppo‘iic ? Ilail 
they foi'^ot, that when they tlicmsclvcs 
weic in poweraivl with thefairiufliieitceof 
government attempted to raiiy a measure 
somewhat cwmeeted with tins subject,they 
did evciv thing m (iieir power to jnevent 
the agitation ot this general question 
whuh t’licy now thought it iinposM- 
ble to defer a yt ar, or month, withoet 
infi'iite il.ineei to ihi* cui.iitry? If it was 
not the mist ill! f el an iiiisiiccesdul agita¬ 
tion ot the question that they (leprec.*ted, 
wlial other motive could the) have evtcpt 
that ol the mraii'’st teuipm.'rv and per¬ 
sonal interest } If they would say that by 
considerations of fan and statesmanlike 
prudence they were induced to put otl 
the discussion, then he should be glad to 
know wbat there was now' in the .s'ale of 
linrope to render it a more proper peiiod 
for agitating the question ? '1 hough be 
Sought with the same anxiety a? the lion, 
gentlemen opposite, no such favourable^ 
circumstances occurred to him.—He would* 
now state w hy it was desiiabFl to bring this 
question to as' speedy a decision as poss?- 
ble. It was impossible not to agree with 
the right hon. mover, when he represented 
how desirable it would be inVhe present 
state of the world to put an end to civil 
dissension, and to establish perft^ct harmo¬ 
ny andidbiKord between all parties.* But 
it was fair, at the same time, to consider 
the prac^icabijity of the good that was 
proposed ; an^ admitting the advantages 


that ijvfrald flow from tho eatajMisMMitfl 
unanimity at all times, to questito 
that unanimity eould in fac*bn 
However desirable it was, that perwtii prti 
fessitig Christianity should be all 
mous, It was a melancholy truth th 
the hls’tory of all times bore teatimoA^ 
that dissensions always existed, and ^a| 
the greater pains were taken to recottetif 
them, the wider the breach became. Be 
concurred in the wish to e:ttitiguish refij^ 
ous aiiimositii*s, lie wished they had new 
existed, but he could not shut hiS eyes Id 
the evidence of facts, so as to in 
the hope of a consummation so deydoW 
to be wished. It was not in the poWOT 
even of speeches so wise, so eloquent, aad 
so good, ns titat of the light hun.%ent. ftt 
obtain this victory over the passions thld 
pri^dicesof meil. The attempt roust f>e 
abortive. Thus, what in reflcctioh Wgi 
matter of justice, was to be deprecated itb 
discussion, as likely to allbrd no good pne* 
tical re.sult. lie wished the right hod. 
gent, had Confined what he had to say to 
the last branch of his speech. If the re¬ 
sult of the debate should not be favourable 
to the proposition of referring the petition 
to the «onimiltce, it was at least desirable- 
that nothing should pass in the debate that 
r tuld (ind In iiiilauie these anituosilieii 
whn h every one mu,t be anxious to see 
eslmgiMshed. The light hon. gent, must 
conriir with him iii thinking, that the line 
of condiu t he pointcsl out, viz. an inteN 
change < f good oibees, and the practice 
of minual com iliatinn, would do nmre, ih 
the fust instance, to icmuve animesitiei^ 
than any motion that cOidj! be brought 
forward in this house. Such instniction, 
enfoivid by Ihe weight of the right hon. 
j^nt.'s c xample, must he ju'oductive of the 
<,icetist practn el good. The grounds ott 
which the right hen. gent, called for a 
coiiimit’ee writ’ precisely the same thti 
were urged w ithoiit success on aoformer 
occasion, and they had received no ad¬ 
dition’“of strength since, ^lle could no( 
look back to the leccnt decision On thjhi 
point, the right hon. gent. himsHf coulUt 
not lonlf back to it, williout being con¬ 
vinced that an inollensive refusal would 
p.^odnee less,niisch^ef ihaa a reluctant and 
forced, assent. ],et any body who kne# 
the state of the ptiblic mind in this coun¬ 
try, say, whither there was not a sttoh||. 
prevailmg st^timent against further col^ 
cessions to the catholics 1 1^ this 'Urm 

founded in reason, it was not easily tOi 
overcome , but if it was evati 
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'Onl)^ on prejudice, the right lion, gent* 
WM vreiJ aware that such prejudice^ did 
not >^ieid ta repeated attacks of reason, 

, any jnore than the prejudices on the other 
idde to penal laws. It would be of little 
Value to have a majority for the nieai>ure 
ift the house, if there w'as an inflamed ina> 
jority against it out of tlic house. Jf there 
dlouM ^ a disappointment in the present 
instance, there would be a consolation in 
reflecting, that the object of the motion 
ihust ultimately, though gradually, pre- I 
' vail. lie was unwillii^ to mix personal 
topics in this debate. * The right hoii. gent. 

>■ bad very scrupulously abstained from such 
topics; and with him at least, the catho¬ 
lic question would never be a party ques- 
• tion. But he feared some of those who 
would follow the right hon. gent, would 
take another course; and if there wast'iiy 
thing that made him regret having risi>n 
so early in the debate, it was the depriving 
himself thereby of the opportunity ol meet¬ 
ing those personal charges which he cer¬ 
tainly had no dread of encountel’ing. 'I'lie 
right hon. gent.^s speecli w as so happily 
constructed and directed, that w hether hh 
motion succeeded or failed, it must do emi¬ 
nent service. There was one ppmciplc of 
Uie right hon. gent. Jioft'ever, which must 
be received with some reserve. When the 
legislature limited by law the share of 
political power to be held by any class of 
men, and it was proposed to repeal that 
limitation, tlie legislature was to judge of 
the propriety of complying with the pro¬ 
position; and if more disorder*would arise 
mni the repeal than from the continuance 
of the limitafjpn, it was right to continue 
it. lie again recommended tlie soothing 
and conciliating system proposed by the 
right hon. gent, and trusted that more 
benehttwould be obtained by sending back 
the petition without any irritating lan¬ 
guage, than even by lelerring it to the 
ijommiljeo, by means of a violent and con¬ 
tentious iii<i]ority. On these grounds, he 
Should give hitVute conscieiiliously against 
thV mol ion,— with thiss iti dat tion, that no- ' 
thing that h.id been hitherto said could be a 
bar to the clahns of the petitioners i \ fut uie. 

Mr. Windham .—Sir; the speech of the 
fight hon. gentf. w1m» has just snt down, 
^ongly Reminds me of what lord Ohester- 
&ld says in one of his lutiers, wluiispe.ik- 
w or tjie tragedy of Cato. That accom- 
plwbtd nobleman, when ciliicising the 
qj Caio, remarks that there is 
in the two beautiful hues with 
the poem openu 


" Tbc davn is overcast, tbe morning ioMrera, . 

** Anil heavily in clouds brings on tbe day—.* 

that (here is nothing in all this but wlmt a. 
watenman tells us when he calls out " past 
four o’clock, and a cloudy morning I ” Just 
so with the right .hon. gciiL's speech— 
with all itsexubeiantelo(|ueiice,we hud no¬ 
thing but an assurance, that the discussion 
will be extremely inconvenient to hiiiiself 
and his friends, and that therefore it ought 
to be deprecated. The right hon. gent, 
laments the existenae of leligious dissen¬ 
sions—NO do we, and so does every one. 
But since it is admitted, on all haiidH, that, 
they do exi.st, the question is, what is bc-st 
to Ire done with them—and, while on lliii; 
subject, it ajipears to me a singular mode 
of proceduig, by w’ay of allaying those 
dissensions, and s.tti,lying the large body 
of the people iunoug whom they exist, to 
fefuse what they ask, and not even to dis- 
••iiss their claims! 'J’his, 1 suppose, is one 
of the praclical expedients ul which the 
right hull. g>*ul. has spoken: us that light 
hon. geiit.iw I'ormer political opinions tuiil 
conduct have always leaned to the side of 
the Catholics, so far as regaids.lum>rlf 
personally, this is tiuly aji expedient that 
may Jiave its practical use tow aids him- 
sell on the present occasion. ‘ The less 
that is said the bettci’,' cries the right hon. 
gent, and I so far agree with him, thai 1 
cannot help thinking, if he had iulloweil 
his first impulse, and remained entirely 
silent, he would leave better con.sulted his 
I own character and reputation. The right 
hon. gent, in comiiienrling the temper and 
moderation evinced by iiiy right lion, 
liiciid, lids taken the opportimiiy of re¬ 
commending n similar tone to those who 
succeed him in tins debate. JNovv, it is 
very po.ssibie, that although the oiigiiial 
mover of a proposition may laudably 
enough he moderate in his language and 
manner, these of his opinion, by whom he 
IS followed, finding that moderation piu- 
duce-l no eflect, may justifiably try whe¬ 
ther shame or lepioach will be muic suc- 
c«s,fiil. Tilt right hon. gent, has expres¬ 
sed hiscoiivicJoii, that my right hub. friend 
dues nut wish that this boon should be 
wrung from an unwilling people, and a re¬ 
luctant parliament. True^ but who made 
the people itnwilling, and the parliament re¬ 
luctant.^ In reply to the right hon. g«‘Ut.*s 
statement, that the question his beeut 
already discussed and settled, gnd that 
nothing has since happened that could 
change the opinion of the hoate on fho 
subject, 1 lutve simply to el»aqiTc^tu<d 



577] PARL. DERATE^ May 35, 

statement is unfounded. Changes in 
opinion take place daily, in proportion as 
truth and reason beedine more inanffcst; 
and I hope, that, at no distant period, these 
changes will prodiice the elleet so desira¬ 
ble. The four millions of ('atholics at 
present in Irejand, aic as a d'*a(l weu'ht, 
or .m indigestible mass in the stomach of 
the country, poisoning and paK\i».f .ill 
its ellints. Is it inteniled to pniaie to- 
sT'ards the Catholics the old s\slcni of 
policy, hy which attempts have bem 
made to wear them down into insii,ni(irsm- 
cy ? Let the truth or fallacy of ihis sys¬ 
tem be tried by the rule of three. If m 
two ceiituiics the Iri-li Catholics arc 
brought to tourainil]ioti<i, how m.uiy ceii- 
turie- will it take to extirp iti llu .n en¬ 
tirely? I have heard of plnloMipheis and 
natmalis.s, who pretcid to a'.cerl.m t!ie 
age of the worhl by the dilieiiiit detom-» 
positions of grinile; but this, with le pect 
to the Catholics, will bo a much more 
tedious culciiljlion. With rtsjiect to tlie 
coin|).uison so will made by‘my light 
hon. friend, belwci'n the two kiii.N of 
danger, of cshich it is iiccessaiy to choo.,e 
one, 1 slioiild most iin<|uc lionahly piofcr 
the dang' r uncertain, it not chimeric •!, of 
giving to the Catholics a power, which 
inighi idtiin iu>y invest tlicin with a coii*.!- 
deiablc intlm lu c in the stale, to the tei.i- 
bl • daii'^t r whicli the ii fus.il of tin ir pist 
claims imiNt, in my appiilionsion, iiievi ,i- 
biy occasion. h.o in.'ii c.m be more will- 
in ? than mvs< if to allow the piopricty of 
an alliance, piopeily undeislood, between 
Church and State ; but, I wish the house 
to c’onsidor, that if the .State raiuiut exist 
without a Chun h, how mm h less can the 
Clinich exist without a btale. 1 repo.it, 
sir, tli.it 1 am anxious the suhjcrt should 
Tie fully discussed ; convinced as 1 am, 
that the friends of Catholic em^ncip.i- 
tion will ultimately triumph over cweiy 
obstacle that can be thiemn in their w.iy. 

Loid Pollinirto/i decl.ired, that he never 
would give his concurrence to a^measuic, 
which, sooner or later, Wi'ould endangiT^ 
the Protestant cstahlibhinentf by phtcing 
power in the hands of those, whose princi¬ 
pal object it was to make converts to their 
own erroneous persuasion. He thought it 
most impolitic to bring ftirwarfl, at such a 
crisis as the pre.sent, a measure ivhirh lie 
knew to be generally obnoxious through¬ 
out the dountry, and should therefore* vote 
against the motion. 

Loi-d Mik<u^ —Sir, I am convinced, that 
the more this'*subjcct is discussed, the 
VoL. XL 


1S08.—HoffkWi CatkdBe P&S^bn. 

sooner w-ill the people of England be dil^ 
posed t^i accede to the claims of their Irish 
hrcthi'Cii. <iod fuibid, sir, the gloria 
ous revolution in lOaS should be idenU- 
lied w ith the proscription of the Catholicst 
If it were so, the admiration With which 1 
have ahvays regarded th.it transaction, had 
been a ino>t mistaken admiration. If wo 
look to the history of those times, wc shall 
fm.l that the l.tws against the Catholics, 
yMll.is against the Protestant dissenteriu 
orieiiKitcd, not in religious, but in political 
motives. Puvious to the Revolution, 
tlie laws passid against the Catholics 
were evidently intended, not so much to 
Iireveiu tlie in'ruduction of the Catholic 
leligion, as to prevent the accession of 
Janies U . 'Ihis was the real cause of the 
'I’es* /ct--lf this cause uo longer exists; 
if the nature «)f things it lias pa.ssed 
away, then ought vve to ailiw these restric¬ 
tive rei Illations to pass away also. No 
one Ixxly of men has a light to exclude 
another from a f.iir i.ariic ) aiion in rightt 
ami j/iivilexes, unless iiom the apjireiicn- 
sioii of Some nnnudi.ito and imminent 
danger. To grant the Catholn's their 
< hums. Will be to remove the dang<>r by 
which the empire is.it presi iit thieutened. 
It will ni.ike them\:ontented ; and, tiiily, 
it does seem to me to be a most extraordi- 
iiiiv' .st.i!e of the world, to have them irt 
a st.ite of discontent, if not of o]>cn rebel¬ 
lion. 

Mr. L'ltz^cralJ, (knight (if Kerry) siid: 
Sir, I must aeknowledge that, ailcr the 
tnannor in which thisipustiun has been 
opened and supported, when no argument 
has bemi us( d against the luAtion, to oircir 
any fiirthcr observations in fts favour, may 
appear a vvaiitoii intrusion on your time, 
flow'cver, as an unfavourable decision is 
tyresetn, I sluiuld consider myself ipsensi- 
ble to the duty I owe to my own country, 
and to tlic empire, if I did not express, nt 
the strongest manner I can command, my 
conv \'< ion of the ne« essity, not merely of 
diseiis'ion, but of concession, on this most 
important subject. The right hon. gent, 
(ompellcd ^Acknowledge the talents, the 
eh)(|uei^e, md the*modei\.tion ofniy right 
*hon. friend, h.is prudently abstained from; 
answering him, and h.is preferred to reply, 
b}' anticipat/lni, to*the cches of others, 
in wffich he prophtcies, that there will 
not appear the .same moderation, ^ir, if 
I abst.^'n fis>m that warmth, which thif 
subject naturally excites, it is, beews* 
founded in justice, reason anc^trutb, Js ) 
conceive the causa of the petitioners to 1^^ 

2? ' ■ 
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. 1 think it ojin be Injured only by intem¬ 
perance. Diflering from the right hon. 
gent., 1 am aRxious to promote dificuviion. 

■ Truth i.s promoted by discussion. The 
former discussion was brncficinl. The 
intermediate discussion has been m«st iisr- 
. ini ; and by discussion the petitioners 
must prevail. To tJiose, who desire to 
produce that discussion, the right hon. 

S ent, ascribes party motives. Sir, were 1 
esirous to make the decision of this right 
subservient to a party purpose, or most ef- 
lectually to injure the character of hiin 
majesty’s ministers, 1 should have ac- 
- quiesci d in the course they proposed, of 
kulluring tl)s question to have gone to a 
vote, vi'ithout a word being olR*red in rc- 
sistanre to the prayer of the petition. I 
ahould have suliered them to send 'Jjjick 
the petition, loaded with the contumely 
of being considered unworthy of discus¬ 
sion ; thus adding insult to injury. But, 
sir, if respect towarils the petitioners, or 
the house, cannot extort an ai^gument, at 
least decency towards those, on whose 
implicit support they reckon for resistance 
to this petition, should induce some at¬ 
tempt at justiheation for the vote they re¬ 
quire.—By the principles of a period, to 
which they are fond of referrinc, (that of 
the settlement of the crown) those, who 
hold offices or emoluments under the 
crown, are excluded from sitting* in the 
commons; and if, by a species of collu¬ 
sion, they are now allowed to do so, tlie 
constitution supposes It to be, for the pur¬ 
pose of cxplauiiug and justifying tneir 
acts as ministers, and the advice they shall 
give their sovereign. If, upon important 
occasions, they shall refuse to do i-o, and 
than the present there cannot be one more 
important; if, on a wanton reduction by 
tliem 8f the means of rolii’ious instruction 
io the people, as in tUi' AJaynouth grant; 
it) on a petition stating the just cl.iims of 
fcur millions of our fellow subjects, they 
are safe in treating .such sulijccts, mid the 
representations ol the people, witn con¬ 
temptuous silence ; what is ffie inevitable 
inference, which the ndrocftsi^ parli.i- 
mentary reform will draw; « 'fv such at 
.state is the house of commons reduced, 
that, even when, the interests of millions, 
and perhaps the security of the country, 
are concerned, ministen can command a 
^jKuyority, mthout condescending to oiler a 
word of argument or explanation.**' But, 
4lU»ugh mkusters will not speak. I suppose 
it U intended to imply much from their 
•‘mysterious silence, SVa must resort to 

t <■ 
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other me ms to discover what they think. 
It is mi|ipos(>d tliat c^ertaiu insurmountable 
obstach s .s!,uh1 in the way of this petition. 
As a iiu mber of parlicuneiit, I can ac- 
knowlccL'o iM s'lcli obstacles, certainly 
now, till whidi ininiucrs are not accountu- 
blv*. \\\- ii.ivc also heard, at other times, 
a amt ofgnier.il sUtement, that some 
|)riiieipl'‘s ol the I’onstitiition, as e.stabiisli- 
(d at V irioiis pcriod.s, necessarily exflud^ 
the pctilioninsfiom jvhat they ask. These 
eras arc the Refovination, tlie Revolution, 
and tin* Union. With respect to the latter, 
we can resort to no aiithoiity so coiiciu- 
siv* >, as to the authot of that measure: and 
on this ]>i)iiit I am must qnxious, and, in n 
great degi' o. fiom nntlises of .a perxiiial 
nature, that the < I.-'arest explanation should 
take place, ilavipg bei n one of tho e 
jnho xealously .su[ ported the union, as a 
refuge from the eaUmiiie; under which 
Ireland so long suflered from religious dif- 
I'crcnccs, I may be allow ed lo i'ecl peculiar 
interc.,t oij those points, to w'lncli 1 looked, 
not only as the desirable, but as the ne¬ 
cessary results of that < (.mp.ict; without 
whir it it cannot be clll-t in il; and on the 
ultimate attainment of whiih it must de 
pend, whether I can jiutifj, or must curse 
the day, oit which I voted lor that union. 
Ill appenliiig to this house, I felt that wc 
referred the Catholic, not only to ajii en- 
ligliteiied Olid more impirtial and authori¬ 
tative assembly, liut to one, in which the 
I uni on'.radicted sintimenti of all parties 
W'cre amicable to their claims. Certainly 
it was not to the extension of commerce, 
to improi enient of mannei s, or any other 
of the spec*uk.live hopes he'd out to the 
lii'h, that I lo >! ed in the union. It was 
lo the bies*ing of iiit. inal harmony and 
peace, without whid) no nation can flou¬ 
rish. Wlia*, accoidinglv, were the ex- 
pecl.u'ioiisueccssanly excited in the people 
of Ireland by the language of the late Air. 
Pitt ? That measures necessary to the 
tiampiillily of Ireland, which could not, 
witti safdty, bo roiiceded by a distinct le¬ 
gislature, coi^ild he conei ded with safety 
atlcr an union. I'hat w'as not only an uc- 
kiiowiedgment, that there was nothing in 
the claims of the Catholics inconsistent 
with the amstitulion; but that it was in¬ 
tended to look to their accomplishment. 
Ml. Rkt could never have intended to ca¬ 
jole the Catholics. Do minister^ suppose 
iie did } Yet what wmuld it have been to 
tell them, your objects are attainable after 
the union; and when, "their concur¬ 
rence, that measure is cfiected, which' 
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yrithout it never could, to say, ' There I more monstrous perversion of the characw 
* exist in the constitution, vrhich that { of the revolution, than to aittociatc with f(l» 


• union has perfect^’, certain prinf:iples, 

* vrhich eternally exclude you.’ It was 
impossible his great mind could descend 
to such baseness j and I am therefore de¬ 
sirous to extort from his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters a distinct avowal of their opinions, to 
know which of them accord with the doc¬ 
trine of Mr. ]*itt, as laid down on the 

Pinion, and repeated in tlie tbnncr debate 
on this question, that there is nothing in 
the claim of the petitionera essentially in- 
admhsiblc ; but that concession is a mere 
matter of time and expediency; or, in 
plain English, to be regulated by the^:on- 
senience of myiisters. It is material to 
know, how many there are remaining in 
the ministry, or in this house, who hold 
eternal objections to ilie claims of the Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland. The lamentable dis- 
tiactions and' animosities of that country 
forced forward tliat union; and the prac¬ 
tical advantages expected fioni it by every 
man, u ho, from any honest motive, sup¬ 
ported it, was to attach to the government 
till* alkctions of the Irish people, bv ex¬ 
tending to them the full benoms ot a free 
ctmstitution. The union grew out of the 
discontents and dangers of Ireland ; and 
without substituting measures of redros 
and conciliation, was calculated rather to 
encrease, than dimiiii.^h, those discontents 
and daiigeis. Notwithstanding the policy 
of every I'lie desening the name of a 
statesman m this country, nothing has 
hitherto been done to realiisc the union, 
or to allbid any correction to the divisions 
and distractions of Ireland. 1 hold, tlieie- 
fore, that it Ibllow's from the entire priii- 
< iple and ))urpose of the union, tint you 
should gr.uit the claim of your petition¬ 
ers.—With respect to aiioth«*r great era, 
the revolution of lOhS, on the pjiiicip'es 
of which it IS sought to perpetuate tlio ex¬ 
clusion of the Catholics, 1 am happy that, 
in my construction of that measure, I am 
countenanced by the authority of a noble 
lord, (Milton) who.<e lieiodii?iry attai U- 
ment to the giuiuiae priacipUs of that 
great event, render his opinion upon it im¬ 
portant. That measme was intended tft 
improve your constitution on the principle i 
of civil and religious libertva Whatever 
incidental laws ot restraint, or distpialifica- 
tioii, w'ere then enacted, arobe only from 
the pressure of pci nliar political pauses ; 
but tbrmed no part of the essence, or prin¬ 
ciple if that glorious cllort: they were 
exceptionsit. 'Ihcre could not be a 


the perpetuation of laws, restrictive of con* 
science and liberty. To4hi8 country ifc 
brought signal benefits. It is theremro 
natural that Englishmen should look to its 
era with reverence, and enthusiastically 
admire the persons, by whom it wM 
wrought. As an Irishman, I must view it. 
with very opposite sentiments. To Ire¬ 
land it operated as an infliction from Pro¬ 
vidence. Havock and proscription came 
in its train; and its history is written in 
blood. It is to justify the revolution to 
the Irish people, to make it a source of 
liberty and happiness. In tardy retribu¬ 
tion for the oppression of former times, I 
wish you to coniiiiciicc by granting the 
piuvor of the petition. If you wish os, 
irishmen, t«^ respei t the institutions, 
with which you connect the idea of liberty, 
you must give us a practical interest la 
their prescrvat.oii. But nothing can be 
so false, as that the religion of this country 
was established by the aid of penal laws, 
or derives its security from them, 'fhe 
reformation, on the contrary, succeeded 
ill deiiducc of the most sanguinary laws, 
and the most tyrannical excLution of them. 
It sprang fiom the free exercise of reason; 
made its piegiess through the minds of 
men; and Iltiiry the Ktli, wliose conver¬ 
sion suited his own profligate views, had 
only^o a< quiesce in the general opinion 
of the people. If lili/ahetli exercised 
seventy on the score of religion, it was, 
because religion connected itself with'the 
political dangers wdiith threatened her. 
With a rival to her tbroue in this very 
island : that rival connected by marriage 
w itli France; supported by all the zeal 
and the formidable ]}uwer of Spain; her 
claims acknowledged by all the Catholics 
of England ; with Ireland in coiSstant re¬ 
bellion. These are circumstances which 
would account for jealous and severe exer¬ 
tions of power. Yet (oulti that^'ise prin¬ 
cess, even under such prijj^'ocatioiis, dirtin- 
guisn, as she says in her speech to the par- . 
liameiit, ‘ the pipislsiii coiisfiencc from 
' the uapisls in friction.’ But the laws, of 
wliicn the peiitioners compl.iin, did not 
tlwj^esi.t, and eaniiot be justified by pre- 
icooent frisiii llu’ sucooss of liiiizabath. 
N’evther can analogy exist botw'cen the 
preseiii, and the time of her reign*; when 
the power of Home was in its plenitude, 
aiiiNMl its fon e dire< ted against England.^ 
—The rc*ign of Charles thca'.'d, to Winch 
wc owe tiiu corporation and teat sx-dT* 
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however it may boast the enactment of What says the first? " W^hercas k. James 2, 
' some laws favourable to civil liberty, is a having eiitIcavouicd,.to subvert the ronsti- 
perioil to whicii those, bostacquaintud with tutiojr of the kingdom, hud abdicated 
Its real history, will look with extifine dl^- the government; and the throne is thcrc- 
trust and jealousy lor an exuiii|jlo ; jurti- | l)y vucaiU.” Not a word of religion. And 
cularly in matters connected with rcygion. it is extr.iordinary, considering that nhiiost 
Certainly there arc no t irenrnhMnf < a more all his cabinet weie cither avowed, or con- 
dUgraceful to the < haructer of jiurlia- ceuled. Catholics, and that his measures 
ment, than those nInch maiked the pro- .igainst the church had been outiageous 
ceedings of that p< lioil. V/e shall pause, ajid violent, that religion should have, 
before we detcrniiiu tliat the temper, the been so much kept out of sight. The Bill 
impartiality, or the Vi isdoin of those, who of Bights likewise enumerate# political 
declared ami .aiietioncd the he lief of that grievances; ‘the dispensing powers: 
infamous inij ostme, “ tin* Popish Plot,” ‘the high comuiission : levying money; 
arc ritserv.ng of iniitatioii; when this ‘ arvl raising and keeping armies in peace 
house was converted into a couit of iiijtis- ' without cop-iOut of parliament: and dc- 
tice, to criminate, without pnof, the most ‘ maiuls freedom of debate, and lie<|uei)ry 
innocent men, or the llagrant jieijuries of ‘ of parliaineiu. ’ These were the Uis’-bts 
the most infamous; wdien voiir jbur- violated; to guard which the hcrednary 
Italy were prostituted inVo inllamiiiatory succession of the c^rowi, was rliangej.— 
pamphlets, and cireulated to excite the fiut the great b aiiers in the revolution 
Worstpassiunsainong'-t an Ignorant jieople; saw, that the danger of the country 
tvhen the euiirts of law weio made the was absolute powc'r; and however strong- 
mere engines of fanatii ism and ^^tiie most ly the inmd of Jaines may liave been 
remorseless tyranny. Sm li is not e\ac lly influenced'by bigotry, so far from serv- 
. the period to whii h, fiuiii an eiiiigiitened mg, it counteract'd his cflorts to esiah- 
age, we should refer for lessons in Icgis- lisli a despotism; and .dlbnhd liis eiie- 
lation, or the doctrines winch we should mies a favourable iniaus of rendering liim 
deem sacred and inimutjiihlc. It m ly not and his cause odious to this eonulry. —So 
be unprofitable to oh'Crve, that, during m the resolution for a new' scttiemcal of 
the religious delnsiun them raisc-d, the most the ciowii, fiom wlumee the presemt roy il 
dangerous encroachuienti on liheriy and laniily derive their title, what arclhesti- 
thc constilutiuii were made hy that worth' pulalions made? Nothing, with lespect 
less monarch; who, destitute himself of re- to leligion, but the communion of the 
ligion, was ready to make it, to one part of sovc-reign. They arc all pcduical, and of 
Ins people, an instrument of imposition, high importance. ‘ That priv> counsellor# 
and of oppression to the other. 1 am * shall sign acts of coimeil. 'ih.itloreign- 
ready to aJiiii^ that there did, however, ‘ers shall lie incapable of holding oiliccs, 
exist, at that ntonu nt, circumstance's of ‘'i'hat Pnghuid shall not be involved in 
danger to the reformed religion whicli ‘ foreign wars. That no pardon shall he 
certainly have not at any suhscepieiU ‘ pleadable to an iiapcae lunent. That no 
timov: 1 moan in the bigotted zeal of the ‘ person, holding an ollicc or pension un¬ 
duke of*’York, aided, as he vvas, I^y per-' ‘ der the king, shall be capable of sitting 
sons of tlic highest rink and pow'er in the ‘in tlu hou->u of commons. That the 
country. But, with the exclusion of that ‘ commissions of the judges shall be porina- 
inlatuatutl monarch, that danger ceased ; ‘ neiit, and their salaries fixed.’ Such is 

Suid the restraints on liberty of (’onscience, the m-atter of those great state transac- 
lince continued, have been waiitod and pans; and fioin them we can derive no 
unnecessary.—With respect to the revolu- sail tion for J^aws, which were unneces- 
tion, much misrepreseutation h.is taken sarilj passed, under tlu* influence of easnal 
place; and, enquiring into its rea\. priii- , factious motives; and which deprive the 
cjpk* and justification, it is betU r u^^refer state of the zeal and sei’vices of large 
to those docuinenls furnhihed jjy the grea/. p(»rtions of jjts subjects. I'hc real security 
authors of it, than to trust the partial,{;om- of the n'furmed religion was in its adop- 
ments niudern historians.—^I'he too lion by the majority of the stale. The 
great documents, in this point, are the, re- Catholic religion, allying itself with the 
solution.# of both houses of parliamon*, dc- e.xiled family, became suspected of favoui*- 
clai'ing the^jlhronc vacant, and the nuhse- ing arbitrary power, and therefor^" an ob- 
jbent address to the prince and prince-ss of ject of jealousy and precaupmi. But the 
tvangc, eoihodicd in the Bilh of Rights, great end and purpose of tlfe double viola* 
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tioii of the hereditary title to the throne, in 
1U88, and 1701, ^vas J^e accoinjilishincnt 
and security of civil and political liberty. 
And certainly no man, w ho values free¬ 
dom, can duuhl, tiiat the violations of 
Iiheity, committed by James, and his atro- 
tioiis att ick.'» rtu the, independence, of par¬ 
liament, nero mlly sufficient to account tor, 
and tt» lubtify tlie rcvolulum. Wliatcvcr 
.yist ground tliere may have been in the 
reign of C'haiics'J, as to the securi)}-of 
the rcfornietl religion*, there now exists no 
doubt, that IV.r lourteen years, a |»aily, in 
tile interests of the piiuce of Orange, was 
engaged in exaggeiaiing and inllauviig 
the alarm. And still finth<‘i, throughout 
the whole of tln^reign of Anne, lliere was 
likewise a paity in ) arlininent, in tlic pay 
of, and in eorrespondem e witli the clei tor 
of lluKtver; who ijii'iated that entire 
reign with fabi' pamcs*^on account of re¬ 
ligion ; for the purpose of accrediting 
which, the .penal laws were devised.—1 
have been induct d to trespass on the lime 
of the house w'ith this liislnrical detail ; 
becaii.se much pains has been falien, 
llironghont the disc iiisioii of tlie (Jatliolic 
claims, to impress a notion, from a false 
and siipeilitial view of history, that ex¬ 
clusive laws were saiictioneil and enforced 
by iniptiilaiit event-., favourable to general 
libeity and the security of the establisli- 
ments of tliis coinitiy. Heside.s, when the 
Catholics are trodiucd from history, it is 
neec.ssaiy to restirt to the same soun ft for 
their jiistilitalion, and to refute their ca- 
lunmiatuis; and it eerlainly would have 
had the most benelieial elleets, if the 
right lion. g< nt. had exerted his iiilhience 
to rc.stiain that olli-nsive and irritating lan¬ 
guage, w Inch some of Ins friends, in tiiis 
iioase, have bei ti ueenstomed to hold to¬ 
wards the Catholics of Ireland.—For the 
eonstrvielion 1 have put on tlic'-e^aws, 1 
ran confidently appeal to tlie liigl|6st legal 
uutliority. \\ hat does judge lllackslone 
say, ill reply to 31ontes(iuieu’s .censure of 
those laws, as inconsistent with Hk- botistcil 
liecdoni <>f Juigland.^ ‘ T^t they are 

* seldom cxec-uted to the utmost rigour-; 

* and, indeed if they were, it would be 

* very diflhult to excuse them: for they 

* aiv rather to be aceouuted foe froifl tlieiV 

* history, and the urgency of the times 

* which produced them, than to be approv- 

* ed, njion a cool review, as a standing sys- 

* tern offaw.’ And again: ‘ If ever :t*time 
‘ should |rrive, and perhap.s it is not very 
' distant, wh«n all fours of a pretender 

* «hall have vunfkhed : and tlie pow cr and 


* inflaence of the pope become foebl^ 
' ridiculous and despicable, not only in 

* Faiglond, but in every kingdom in Eu- 
*rope; it probably would not be then 
' amiss to review and soften these rigorotn 
' edicts; at least till the civil principles 
' of the Roman Cat holies called again upon 
‘ the legislature to renew them: Furitought 
‘ not to be left in the breast of any merciless 

• bicot, to drag down the vengeance of 

• these oeeasional laws upon iiioftensiTe, 
‘ though mistaken, .subjects, to the dcsiruc- 
' tion of every principlo of toleration and 
< civil libeiiy.' Can any man state that 
such liiiic has not now arrived ? Can the 
power of the Pope be more feeble, or lesa 
dangerous ? Can any man .state that the 
civil conduct of the Catliolies does not 
now*cntitle them to that lelief, which the 
ielh-ned judge considers, under such cir- 
cnnistances, to be safe and wise f—But 
(he cwle of laws devised for Ireland.' 
in the reigns of Anne and her successor, 
without the slightest pretext or justitica~ 
tion, wliifst Ireland was in profound tran¬ 
quillity, anil the Cathulie.s had given un¬ 
questionable proofs of their loyalty, were 
a direct violation of the Articles of farnc- 
riek ; w liich coiiij^aet was gtuiranleed by 
king William the 3d ; and in violation of 
all good faith, as well as sound policy and 
iiiimniiity. And under that unparalleled 
code qf oppression did Ireland suBer for 
near a century. But not only wore those 
laws devised in thi- worst spirit of persecu¬ 
tion and tyranny; but it is notorious that, 
whether lliey were, or were not, intended 
to externiniate, they certairilv were not in- 
tciidtd to convert the jieopTc of Ireland, 
and ibis we have from the highest autho¬ 
rity. An libishop King, writing confiden¬ 
tially to a iiieiid, say.s, that the taking 
/tliy ellecliial measures to convert ^he na¬ 
tives, was disrou^agcd by the principal 
persons in anlliority, and violently resisted 
in coiini il. Siicli w.is the system «f those, 
who sought to profit from the calamitica 
of llnft unfortunate country.—Ujioii the 
doctrinal points of this question, having 
already troubled iJhe house at such length, 
1 shall /irbear to enter. Beside.s, to thht 
bran^ of the subject, I consider that the 
cjltper discussion oj*the prcs.s is more suita¬ 
ble.-. *It has moreover been, since the, last 
debIte on the sufijeut, most satisfactorily 
and yicccssfully treated in various able 
publiWions? 1 could particularly refer 
to oiK^y an lion, baronet, a jpeinbee oC 
this hoiKe, (sir J. C. Iltppesicy) who, 
addition to^s own valuable, enlightenein 

« • 
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and judicious arguments cm the subject, 
has furnished authorities most important 
and c’oncluai^c; (wliich any man, wlw> 
means to vote on this «juestion, ought to 
be ashamed to iiave left unread) .aid which 
cannot leave a doubt reiiialning as to the 
perfect safety of admitting the Citholics 
to full civil privi!ci,es. Nor can 1 believe 
that any man now supposes, tliat the ac¬ 
knowledgment of the '.piritual supremacy 
of the Pope can at ail disqualiiy a Chitho- 
lic from being a perll ctly loyal ami 
faithful su!)|( ct in liiis state. —If, howevi r, 
no sense of sound iioliey or justice can 
enforce relief to the Catholicsj ut least 
the pnssing danger of the stale .should 
sup[>ort the consideration, whether the 
physical force of Ireland is in a state to 
authorize us to confide in its aid. » Our 
fortnidabie enemy vvilk liave romljricd 
against us almost the whole stungth of 
the continent. Our insular situini m pre¬ 
cludes our aiigmeiitiiig our forte by an 
extension of territory ; and vve c ui look 
for it alone in liettering the L^mdilion of 
our people, and increasing their att.n h- 
mentto the state. A late mcastne, putting 
in rcqiiidliun the whole active |mpuIation 
of this couiilry, bespeaks the si use minis¬ 
ters entertain of the daliger. 'I’lie popul.i- 
tinn of tins coniiiry is not adequ.vte (o the 
demands of Industrv; but in Ireland there 
IS an nnmeii,e .surplus populatipn, tin* 
niosi prone to vvar, and the most eminently 
qaalified for it, of any in the world. To 
attach .siu'h a popiii.ition to the stale, is of 
incalculable importani'e. rruinre the 
all'ections of that people ; and the emperor 
of tlie Freiifh, who under.stands war and 
national chaiacter, will never invade vou. 
With that people united and zealous, and 
W'ith such a country, a descent upon Ire¬ 
land would he the most desperate of «II 
cnterprizi's. SocuiC their fidelity ; and 
that portion of your empire would not only 
be imoregnablc, but unassailable.—Jlut, 
if the danger of the country, or the impor¬ 
tance of Irel&tiU, cniiiiut make a due im¬ 
pression, I would .still appeal to the feel-* 
mgs of this hoase, aiul say: what light 
[lave you to leave the lhoteslants\'f Ireland 
on that inv idious and dangerous eminence, 
on which the penal laws place tVem ? I 
call upon you to reFievc tficni froV. the 
pitiful and pernicious superiority, Sj,rived 
n*om*worshipping God in one place, pistcad 
of another. If the Catholics arp.dange- 
rqps subjects, in what predicament do we 
\stand, vvno inhabit the more Catholic 
^orts of Ireland; where nop'; of the ordi' 

t • 


nary operations of the law can take cfiect, 
bnt hy their aid and co-operation ? If the 
Catholic mind be hostile, as their enemies 
would represent, to what are we to look 
for protection in the hour of danger ? 
when numbers are as one to an hundred, 
are we to arm ourselves ^ith the penal 
I.ivvs } But these very penal laws are the 
danger. The county which I inhabit 
gives a piMctical contradiction of their 
utility. There, where the Catholic pnpft- 
iation .so much prerlomin.vtes, that as an 
enemy, resistam-e to it would be vain, 
mutual good will and confidence, betwTen 
Protestants and ('atliolics, have suspended 
the operation of the penal laws. And what 
was the con.Mquence? sriiat, during the 
rebellion and invasion, that county re¬ 
mained trniKjuil and lov J. and the army 
vv.is withdrawn fiiom it. But in other 
•parts the spirit of *hase laws is in full ope¬ 
ration. Perpetual jc.dousy and broils are 
tltc consequciico, and an iniquitous pro- 
si'ripliiiii is exercised. Thesff law.s whilst 
they ciislianJ take ellect, will extinguish 
toleration in private lifc% which that illns- 
trious man, iVIr. Burke, in his view of this 
qui'siion, considered one of the worst of 
I hi ir consequences. II is great friend. Dr. 
•lohnsiin, also some where distinguishes 
political from soci il toleration, and consi¬ 
ders the latrei* us more important: and 
certainly with justice; because it mixes 
more with the trailsiclions of life, and 
thereby has gn aler inlliience on human 
Imppiuess. Jhit hi&tory aed experience 
tell us, tliat they c.innoi exut separately; 
and that, without poliri'-al, we cannot 
h.ivc liny .security lor .social toleration. 1 
would therefore inqilorc you to release 
the Protestant from the deplorable power 
of tyrannising over his Catholic fellow 
subject. But above all, let us avoid to 
inipiq<ch our religion, by attributing to its 
spirit .the continuance of these laws. 
Whilst VC are ran.iacking history, to con¬ 
demn an intolerant spirit in the church of 
Rome, it us not, at this enlightened 
period, justify such a reproach on that 
church, wffich sprung from resistance to 
intolerance. What was the language of a 
proteslant bishop, above a liiuidred years 
ago, vvljcn Rome was pow'erfiil ? Speaking 
on the" t6icration act, Burn^'t says: • It 
‘ was Uiought very unreasonable, whihit 
' we were coraplainnig of the crue Ky of 
* tlv* church of Rome, W'c shoujd fall into 
' such practices amongstourscives; chiefly 
‘while vve were engaging inla war, in 
< wliich vve should need thlTuiiited strength 
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' of the whole nation.” I shall leave the 
application to the g«mtleinen opposite; 
and only call on the house, now that no 
danger from the power of the Pope can be 
imagined, not to softer the remnant of 
those pernicious laws, any longer to dis¬ 
grace your statute book. 

Ix)id Casllerea^h.— Sir; I will endeavour 
to detain the house as short a time as pos- 
.■filile. But 1 foci that I should deserve re- 
pioa< h, were I to give a silent vote upon the 
jireseiit occasion. I deprecate and dread 
the eftect on the public mind, of discus¬ 
sing a question of so delicate and import¬ 
ant a nature, llie question is no other 
than this: are tiie catholics of Iieland — 
four millions of liis majesty’s suhjei ts—in 
a state of freedom or ot slavery? Arc 
they to be considered in a state of prosi-rip- 
tion? I cannot cone\ivc a question oS 
which the agitation is belter calrulated to 
.shake our ellorts in the common cause. 
I must, howi'ver, do justice to the candour, 
inauliiiess, and modelation of, the right 
lion. gent, who brouglit fuiward the mo¬ 
tion; lor certainly the mode in whiilt he 
delivered his opinions was w^ell calculated 
to produce a spiiit of tonciliation. But, 
however much I tleprecatc the piesont dis¬ 
cussion, so far fmni wishing to keep this 
question out of my view, I shall always 
adhere to the principles maintained by 
lay late right honourable liiend (Mr. Pitt) 
on the subject, and be ready to de¬ 
liver my opinion whenever it is agitated. 
The conduct of that great man and his col¬ 
leagues was very difterent from that of the 
gi'ntlcmen opposite. He went out of 
place, because he found he could not pro¬ 
cure for the Catholics what he thought thej 
were well entitled to; but, when out of 
office, he never embarrassed the govern¬ 
ment b} agitating the question. Thp prin¬ 
ciples of the gentlemen opposite^!! tlie 
other hand, led them to agitate ^nd sup¬ 
port the question to the extrejne, when 
out of power; and to comp»misc and 
abandon it when in power, im*with any< 
view to the safety of the country, but for 
the safety of their own offices. If those 
gentlemen wish to shew that they are de- 
siromsof defending the country against her 
enemies, let them not bring forvftxrd a ques¬ 
tion, the agitation of which can have on^ 
the eftect of increasing the number of her 
enemies. In their former attrmpk^ to 
bring oil this question, they liad failed. 
And wh»a they came into office, they 
chose .to avoiti the main question, and to 
resort to tJie contemptible subterfuge of 


satisfying the Catholics by making somO' 
small and nnlmporlant couccs-siouS. fto 
urgent dul the gentlemen 0 |ipo.site think 
the measure at the time, that tliey said fhO 
delay even of a few days would he dan- 
geroier, and an insult to the Calliolii. s. But 
It so happened that, in a few days notwith¬ 
standing the danger of delay, they did not 
licsitate entirely to abandon it, and, for 
reasons well known to themseixsi pul the 
bantling in their pocke.ts. During the ad¬ 
ministration of the duke of Bedford in 
' Ireland, the constant cry to the (’atholics 
was: ' This is not a fit time to Ibrw'ard 
your wishes; dirert all your force against 
the enemy only ; do not now press yoqr 
claims; you are premature, and will 
onljf incense.’ Yet alter sucli language, 
aqd some hopes, held out w hen the Ca¬ 
tholic claims wore pressed upon the late 
ininisliy, w’liat was their couJvict ? Why, 
they deserted llieir opposition princi¬ 
ples altogether, ami even abandoncu tlieit 
own contctiqitiblc little bill, which they 
Ind patched up in their support! It 
was strange, too, that such disinterest¬ 
ed patriots should have abandoned it 
for so insignificant an object as the re¬ 
tention of ilicir places 1 Now, what was the ’ 
eom-si- ol' my honouiablc friends, always 
ni ling iijMin steady and consisient prin¬ 
ciples. Our conduct, as I have said, was 
direcll^f the re\crsc of this. We wished 
when in office to favour the claims of tho 
(’atholics; when out of office, w’c abstain¬ 
ed from agitating a question, which could 
not be agitated without prejudice to the 
public intciest. With respect to any pro¬ 
mises that were said to hale been made 
by Mr. Pitt or myself, 1 deny that, during 
the discu.ssiun of the question of union, 
tjtere were any, which could fetter the 
judgment of go> element, or of the parlia¬ 
ment. No proini.se whatever of the nature 
of a pledge had been given; and never 
was there a Icgislatu^ less fctterUd, than 
the legislature of that respecting the 
Catholics. No idea w^as evtfa held out 
that the Catholics could found a claim hi 
any pr^oiplc of fight. It svas stated to 
‘be a q^stion of policy, but no question or 
claiin^if right. And the only Consider- 
atiqj^in discbssing^the slibjecl, was, whe- 
thenmost dangej- would arise from grant- 
ing,Vr fioni lienying certain indui||eacea 
to th\ Caihtjlics. Wc always depiccated 
the iuM of pressing these claims on any 
ground\f right; and gave notfbe that war^ 
should iqfpf^e any application of thur 
kind^ Tlie oiscussiona that this que^titm 
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bu unclcr^onr. hare rendered its success 
more impiobahic. Government have regu¬ 
larly resisted It. There was not constitu- 
lionai ground upon which these claims 
could stand. No new arguments could be 
urged in their favour. 'J’he Catliolj^s had 
even promised not to bring forwaul thiir 
claims against .the Protestant feelings. 1 
will appeal even to the gentlonjeii on the 
Other .siqe, whether the public dangeis are 
not now of greater magnitude than at any 
fbrmer period at whieli this tpiestion was 
agitated ? Thej say that the policy of the 

? iucstion is varying every day, and thatdif- 
ereiit ine.isnres ought to be adopted. W'a.s 
not the same argument applicable when 
tlley ahandotied tlieir own bill ^ Thus thej'^ 
argue against their own conduct, and toii- 
tend that other modes sliould he followed 
than those which they practised whil^*in 
the iniiiistiy. A right htui. gml. (Mr. 
Wmdhara,) has also lomlly ileci iimtd 
against reenraination, and yet his whole 
speech was a desperate attack upon my 
right hon. fi lend. The right hoii. gent, 
liowever, ought to coiisith-r his own case 
'before he attackeil others: he ought to 
look at home before he throw stones. It 
is hard, that steady men, such as myself 
and niy hon. friends, should be so treated 
by those who arc themselves so inconsist¬ 
ent. 1 cannot now, more than formerly, 
reconcile it to any principle of duty or 
consistency, to lend my support to thi.s 
measure. On the contrary, 1 think it my 
duty to discouiage the entertaining this 
question, which can be productive of no 
one good ol^ject, but may occasion much 
ytnisrhief to thi' country. 

Mr. Windluim, in explanation, said, that 
tlie change which he referred to was, in 
the feelings of many of the Irish Protes¬ 
tants 'on this subject. He had nut us^tl 
any argument to rec</icile his own con- 
'■ duct with respect to the question, nor had 
he tbflwght any w-js wanted. When he 
and his frien^s^ ^ .einjiled to keep back 
the subject, they had done it in a way the 
mast conciliating to the Irish Catholics; 
and if the question shocid be pressed, they 
had reserved to them-selvcs a ^ ight te, 
speak and vote upon it, as they fij^d ever 
.done. .. . 

Loid Henry Petty. —.Sir, I entirely.»'on- 
'cui' seith the right hon. |!cnt. on the ^Ippo- 
site side, who has recommended us ^^o fol- 
'IdW the temperate example 6? iher'^Squent 
^^mover 6f^‘he question ; but I im^'soriy to 
^^say, 1 do not tliink his frieiuL seem to 
^'have profited by bis admc.ition. If he 


meant by' temperate' dial we should allow 
much to the feeliiivs of the parties now 
before IIS, that we should use tunards Ire'- 
land a conciliatorv lone, if we did not give 
her s itist lelory i\ dress, it w.t, somcwliit 
.strange to re« i ne her complaints not with 
'irgniiicuts, not wilti reason, but by con¬ 
temptuous siK lu c. Whatever may be my 
upimun rejpei iiiig that country, I i annot 
bring iiiystlf lo .ulopt lliit syatem, actu¬ 
ated as 1 am by a fecliii; ol public duty 
and of public e\ign!c\ ; but if I had not 
suefi powcitul ic'isoii.. to stimulate me, 
yet there is one obicrv.itioii, which I have 
heard in the course of this debate, which 
imperiously calls for an early rerulatioii. 
'file observation was din't'teil to the suj)- 
posed incoiisistciiry ic’tlu* late .idmiiiistra- 
tioii. It was jiskcfl, why ti.f*}’ now brought 
forward a (]iusUoii ’Vliiidi they had aban- 
^loiied when in pi^wcr^ Why, sn, tliej^ 
did not bring it foiwaid then, nor do they 
hi nig it foiw.ird now —no [iiitv' or nidivi- 
du<il 111 this ho^l^p has brougbi it foivvard 
—the pciytions of a whole pc'opio, imw' 
upon vour table, Inin.; it foiwaid ; and if 
the iiolile lord would bup.iitu iilai ly giati- 
ficil by ii, I would tell bmi they iieillicr 
felt nor txpiesMsI a widi that it .slionld be 
brought toiwaid. Put tliougli, loc>kijig to 
the probability of it- jiro^n ss, they could 
not advise its be.ng piesciiU.l, they iiuglit 
still consider the m.selvc s, as honourable 
men, bound not to fly from a piinciplc 
the*y had once piofessed. I might .say 
now, as I should have said then, to the 
Catholics of Ireland : ' I do not recom¬ 
mend your urging jmur [letitioii now; but 
since it has been urge'd, I will support it 
strenuously by ray vote, ray speech, and 
my interest. I have told you I thought 
your ease just: I think so still; and wheui- 
ever it is discu.sseel 1 will assist it.' But 
the iitble lord aske-d : ‘ Why did you not 
do so ‘shell in pow'cr?’ And, sir, who 
shall tell'me vve eiid not do so ? Who shall 
tell me vl‘e did not implicitly guard our- 
•sel-es agrinst deserting the Uoniaii Ca¬ 
tholics, if trpir petition should be present¬ 
ed ? And vvhile we told them wc did not 
think it would be prudent to present it, we 
endeavoured to express towai’ds them and 
towai-ds Iceland, a conduct which might 
evince our sincerity, and deserve tlieir 
confidence. But, you are the friends of 
the Catholics also, it <sccins; and how do 
you prove it ? Why, by forgetting thepi 
in totQ\ by forgetting the existence i>f 
one fourth of the popinatiqw of ''the united 
empire j by putting theit claims into youp 



J93] 


■PARL 


pockets and yoar cabinets, and locking up 
your principles and opinions, as well as 
their claims and interests, until it suits 
your convenience' to bring them once 
again to light! What! sir, was this treat¬ 
ing a people with dignity, or decency, or 
likely to condliate or convince them ? But, 
the noble lord conies down again with his 
stale charge of inconsistency, which he is 
^so well qualified to adduce! what was his 
course in siinilar cases? Why, at first, so 
strong were the scruples of his consciem e, 
that, as a disapjiointed friend, and pro¬ 
fessed advocate and party to their unsuc- 
ct'ssful claims, he quitted oftice at^the 
union ; he then had a taste of opposition, 
and shoi’tly retftrned to jiowcr, without a 
single concession being made I Well, 
there ho now sits, and here are the iden¬ 
tical claimants, with ^he identical claims, 
to which he l\atl before expressed liiinscff 
so resolutely attached ; and what floes he 
say to them,? * Oh ! thank you, my friends, 
1 was dupe enough to leave office on y'our 
account once, b»it here 1 am *onre more, 
and never will 1 incur the same risk again, 
for I know by experience how mischievous 
it is to have an opinion about, you ; and 
nfiver will I again express an opinion.’ 
Such is the consistency of the noble lord I 
I wish, as much as any man, that the state 
of Ireland was such as to admit of such 
versatility in politics. 1 wish it was a 
picture over which a veil might be drawn 
at pleasure : but, :<las I we have had suf- 
Hcient and mclaiieliuly proofs that it is 
otherwise. The petition is supjjorled on a 
principle of faith. At the iiniun, a tacit 
promise had been given to the Catliolics, 
that, on the completion of that event, their 
claims would find at least a favourable re¬ 
ception. The acts of the government, the 
language, the prospects held out to the 
people of Ireland, all confirmed ^em in 
this expectation. You will noi^ony to 
the Catholics of Ireland that t\iom express 
the sentiments of four miliionsnf people. 
You will not, you cannot that, on 

every principle of reason, justice, and com-" 
Dion sense, they are entitlcu to an equal 
partici|>alion of rights and privileges with 1 
their, protestant fellow-subjects. If this * 
your opinion bo with them, why is the 
vote that declares that opinion to be against 
them? I will not characterize such a 
vote, but 1' will ask the right hon. gent. 
(Mr.* Caoining) Whether that vote*may 
not be' i^pected to be the result of a 
naan, personal, time-serving policy ? 
In rite vote aAiich 1 am about to give, 
Vot. XI. - 


1 feel, at least, riiat I am 'actii 
by any base motive, and upon. 
score can 1 submit inyssrif with 
to the judgineai of the nation. WcH and^ 
truly has it been said, that there was .pp< 
lime ,at which tlie question should. Ije 
allowed to he dormant. Yet we are 
these claims have been fmally reject^fT^ 
(!an the word * final’ be ajiplicd to a sub>»' 
ject which must be necessarily viewed in 
a different light every day ? flaVc there 
been no fluctuations in the public mineb^ 
Have no events connected with it disturbed 
the peace and impaired the resources oF 
the country ? Does nothing depend on the 
progrc.ssive conviction of those very 
testuiifs who havts flu* be.st means of oh* 
serving, and tlie deepest interest in ado{d<*- 
ing^the course, whicli true policy dictate^.';' 
iffto now demaitd for their Catholic b($> 
thren a participation in the privileges 
the consiiiutiiin uiid«;r which they Uvijj,; 
and for which they fight ? If they on 
spot have seen rea.son to change their 0|d'„ 
nioas, why may not those on this side of 
the water also change theirs ? But, the 
noble lord has thought proper to dcscaniil 
on the deplorable state of Europe. 1 shall 
cfer to it also. Look to the continent ^ 
to France, to Germany j to Spain. See 
there, ye friends of toleration .' what the 
power of the Pope has done ! Sec there 
the dipiasties which the um/iipoteiice of,, 
the Vatican has founded ! It is doubtlcim 
under the bulls of Rome tiiat the Gcrmatk 
empire has fallenprost.atc, and mouldeped 
in the du.st of its foundation ; it is .by 
some strange caprice and ungrateful ’ 
city to her, that his most f^filiful majesty 
the king of Portugal is driven into exile, • 
to make room for more pious and obedient 
votaries of the Papal See ! Oh ! intro¬ 
duce not this all-subduing dcspotnin into ' 
Ireland. Alas, si\ is the humbled, sinew-. 
less, defcncele.ss Pope, to be set up iiithese 
days as a bugbear, bv which en%htened 
men are to lie deterfcjdfi^ni allowing tO’.: 
Cathofies the privileges^Wrcemen ? But' f 
even that pretence is taken away. 

Irish Catholics r^iounce tlic temporuw* 
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of the Pope ; they renoun^;-3 
by your own ailini.ssion, 
n ijords, all thiit you state.l^'^^e / 
bject of alafm. * Ireland Is. pyejii^ 
you say; «nd who are yout6.t1i|^n.i(f / 
Is itow'ing to the charaetpf of 
,or t* your system that “ 

in other countries, are 
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Iftnd if not satisfivd, and bear also that | 
projects of relief and conciliation are in 
progress, is it or just, or politic, to 
deny and to insult them ? but 1 caunot 
sepamie Uie consideration of this propo» 
sition from the plans of those w ho oppose 
it. They pro^uise to deny education and 
imtxuctinn to the ('atholus ^vliilc they 
remain such, an<l c\])usc the mass of tlieiii 
to ignorance, to purclinse the coimrsion 
of a few. This alone mmld be sunicieiit 
to deteiinine niv vote, but let them re- 
fBember th.it adieaditil crisis isa|i]>ioacli- 
eiy attempt at conversion by per- 
Mcution has bei ii made in vain. If lie- 
land has been in a state of progressive 
il^rovenient and loyalty lioni a ftvvtoii- 
ciliating acts ; if her people hase »r.ubi- 
ally become better subjects, why, do you 
imagine more indulgence will inobes. 
them to forget the oath you have always 
admitted tiiem to take ^ or do y ou make 
the experiment at the very instant of 
danger ? 

* Seesnda marmora ' 

• liOcas sub ipsuni fuirns, et s..pulcbr'i 
, Immemor, stiuis duiiius.’ 


|(b what 1 have said, I have not been so 
aiuch actuated by Ihe hojie orprudmiug a 
comictiim, which, if any thing can, the 
Speech of the right bon. member must 
imve dune ; but from a desire tocviuie, 
at least the respect 1 feel for the wis|iO’ of 
a fourth part of our fellow-subjects who 
are still w itliout the pale of the < onst ilul loii, 
and the desire 1 have of having no dis¬ 
tinction in llie state, but between the 
IHends and enemies of the country. 

»i Sir Joint Cojt IhppisHj observed, that as 
a.noblc vi^ouid near Inui (lord Poliington) 
bad been the only speaki r vviio had, as 
yet, in the course of the debate, expre-ssed 
itny apprehension of the d.uiger of the, 
.proposed concessions, In^ trusted his lord- 
wip's mind w'ouid be gieatly relieved by 
advcrtii^ to the nunicious authorities 
which Had been c(.cd in favour of the 
principles of K(r.^.an Catholics; and, on a 
Ijuestion of this nature, he ti listed that the 
bouse would be of opinion that those aii- 
AjtOritios had a claim to particulil.| atten- 
,4i0n, which were derivcul from vjistin- 

f ished prelates of the established ck trcli. 
' J. H. then quoted a passage from 
hop of Landaif s preface to his Tlitwlo- 
Collections : ‘ The ruling uowej,s, in 
If n^ettant and Catholic states,’ aa^ his 
.hwdahip, ‘ begin,. at length, ever 3 jv*vhore 
’^.j^^’peroeRe, that an uniformity senii- 
tntain matters of roligipn^^' acircurn- 




‘ stance impossible to be obtained. They 
‘ perceive too, that a diversity of religious 
• opinions may subsist among the subjects 
‘ of the same state, without endangering 
' the conuiumwealth; and they begin to 
' think it reasonable, that no man should 
‘ be abridged in the exercise of natural 
‘ iigbt.s, on the scoic of religion.’ Again, 
the same vener.ilile prelate has said, in his 
publication inlilled, ‘ A Sjieech intended ^ 
to have been spoken in the House of Lords, 
on the 28lli of Jvovrniber, * If any 

' one should contend, that this is not the 
‘ time for governiiienl to make concessions 
' to Ireland, 1 wish him to consider whe- 
‘ thcr there is any time in which it is im- 
‘ projier for eitiu r uidividutils or nations to 
‘ do jiisiii e ; —any st a»im improper for ex* 

‘ tiiiguishiiig animosity ; any occasion 
' more suitable tbaiathe present, for put- 
‘ ting an end to heai v-burnings and inter* 

‘ iial discontent ?’—The late Dr. Horsley, 
bishop of fSt. .\saph, in the debate on the 
Calliolic I’etition, in 1805, observed,'*' 

‘ 1 do not hold that there is any thing in 
‘ the Roman Catholic religion at varianeu 
‘with the principles of loyalty. 1 do not 
‘ lielieve that any Roman Catholic of the 
‘ [iresent day thinks Imuself at liberty not 
' to keep faith with heretics, not bound by 
‘ his oath to a I’lotestaiit government, or 
‘ tiiat the Pope ran release him from the 
' oliligation of his oath of allegiance to his 
' soveieigii. I had’ said his lordship, ‘ a 
' perfetl knowledge of the questions pro- 
‘ |)Osed, and the aiisweis returned by the 
‘ foreign universities, in wliicti those aho- 
‘ miiiable principles’ [the dejiosing and 
dispensing power] ‘ viere most corii- 
‘ pieteiy and im.niiniously reprobated liy 
‘ thi.se learned bodies to which (he ques- 
‘ tions were projvounded, and I am per- 
‘ suaded the Roman Catholics are sincere 
‘ in thoir disavowal and abjuration of those 
‘ periiiciv.us maxims. I hold that the 
‘ Roman iC’atholics of this country are 
‘ dutiful aie'J loyal subjects of his majeslv.’ 
—}^'r J. llJiitheii adverted to a Charge tJe- 
livered to tli<* clergy of his diocese by the 
bi-shop of Norwich, in I80d, in which that 
learned prelate most justly and liberally 
observed, speaking of the Catholics, * That 
‘ their conduct, and the unequivocal decia* 
' rations made by them, in a variety of 
' publications, are strongly expressive of 
'their total disapprobation of compulsion 
‘ in religion. And that it wonldi be very 
‘ unfair to involve hi the guilt of tthe mis- 
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* guidfed zealots of former days>» body of 

* men of a far difierent dcscriptioQ, to whom 

* ,it is our duty, and ^should be our incli- 
' nation, to shew every mark of beneyo- 

* lence, both as brethren, and as deserving 

* fellow-subjects/—Sir J. H. regretted that 
the impaticivce of the house seemed to 
check his proceeding to give otlier more 
enlarged quotations from that inestimable 
record of Christian charity and moderation, 

*so admirably suited to inculcate the most 
wholesome truths at the present crisis. Sir 
J. H. then proceeded to state, that he had 
received, by that day’s post, as he found 
many other members also had rcceivcjjl, an 
anonymous circular paper reflecting on the 
character and isonduct of Dr. Milner, who, 
in a former debate, had also been, and wiili 
as little foundation, attacked by a learned 
member of that hoHse, on account of a 
work intitlcd, ' The Case of Conscience?.’ 
—Dr. Milner had been fully vindicated on 
that occasion by his hon. and learned 
friend below him (Dr. Laurence); and on 
the present occasion, sir J. Ht contended, 
it was not 1p.ss a debt of justice due to the 
Itoinan Catholic titular inotroiiolitans of 
Ireland, than to Dr. Milner himself, to ex¬ 
amine how far the facts allcdgcd against 
him were intitled to credit, and, conse¬ 
quently, objects of c«'nsiirc. Dr. Miliu-r 
was himself a prelate of the Roman com- 
lauiiion, and was forinally accredited to 
this couniry by those prelates, as the 
organ of their sentiments, to treat in their 
behalf, if any such treaty became neces¬ 
sary, and to propose or assent to such mea¬ 
sures as might eventually be connected 
with the objects of the present important 
discussion. A proposition stated by his 
right hofi. fViend who moved the question, 
and certainly of tite greatest importance, 
had lieen introduced to the house, on the 
authority of Dr. Milner,—in pr^ortion, 
therefore, as censure attached tefthe con¬ 
duct of Dr. Milner, it might \p reflected 
on his constituents. Whatevr/ might be 
the merit or demerit of Dr. Mimer’s recent 
publication, from which the^ssage inth9 
circulated paper had been garbled, as on a 
former occasion, without any regard to the J 
context, a reference to it, in the book itself," 
^uld aRbrd the best defence that could 
be made for this resjK!Ctable*ecclesiastic, 
whose reputation was thus anonymoasly 
attacked on the sqbject of his represen¬ 
tation of the mode of administering an oath 
in .Irelal id ; and with respect to the 2nd 
char^,t>fh^ being accessary to the re- 
printwg, by sobscriptioin, jdte * Errata of 



the Protestant Bible;* ■Di'.MilOTr 
no way priVy to that publication, 
bad been undertaken befqpa his arrival- 
Ireland, although he is charged with 
ing over the old edition, expressly tlfog 
purpose of publishing it. Nor was 
the authority of any of the Homan Catholmfe 
prelates that the republication had ta]nii|)| 
place, notwithstanding many of the cleraj^^l 
had subscribed, on the application of 
bookseller who published it. At tbesala^' - 
time, it was fair to observe, that an ^po» 
sition of Catholic principles was subjoinw^ . 
to that publication, which might jus^ . 
challenge the approbation of the wariz^' 
friends of the Establishment, as contaiZlM^ ' 
the most pointed abjuration of every da^ 
gerous or obnoxious tenet which had 
bean ascribed to Catholics, and wdiicb ifo; 
Catholic will conscientiously refuse-^ fo . 
make. This supplementary expo8iti^,M 
had been drawn up by Gother, an eceliii^.. 
siastic of the Roman communion, and‘dr ,'; 
who.se writings sir .1. H. related this an(^' 
dote : tffet the present bishop of Elphiii;, • 
(the brother of a noble and learned lord) -r 
had, in one of his publications, observe!^ ' 

‘ By far the greatest part of the popuiae/ . 

‘ tion of uiy diocese arc Roman Catholics^ 

‘ 1 know, Si-iys His lordship,’ ' I emt^t , 
‘ make them good Protestants; I ther^bre 
‘ wish to make good C’atholicsof them; and- 
‘ witlj this intention, I put into their handa p 
' the works of Gothcr,an eminent Cathblle 
'divine.' This was a conduct at o^c*. ; 
consistent with liberality and thesound^, ■> 
policy. The same respectable prelate, njt .■ 
the debate on the Catholic Bill in 
candidly admitted, that '^speculative di^ i 
' fereiices in some points of faith wjere w ' ‘ 
'no account. His Roman Catholic bre^,‘j 
' thren and himself had but one religion, 

J —^the religion of Christians; lipd tha^ ' 

‘ without justice^to the Catholics, tpere • o 
' could be no secu^i^ for the Protean^ , 
‘Establishment.’—Srt J. H.'then inaifo' 
some observations orik^c contrasted Camj' 
chisms of the ProtcstaitMiicorpomted 
ciety and the general Catechism of 
Roman Catholic, titular metropolitmMja 
thcoi^but too evidently mculcatit^<ia»^ 
abbo/enceof their Catholic brethren 
thj^ instiHing the principles of chrlAi^ 
l^ity, ana loyrflty to the established ^ 
Lament. It v*as to be regretted, he 
I, that those societies, establfkii 
douiVlwith die most landable design, t 
bavel&llen into a course so ill ad) 
on ChTyian principles, to promote , 
object. J. H. then r*?verwel 




chft^s brought by Dr. Dul^^an against 
Iw'. ^ilner, on account of his publication 
oi his * Case of Conscience/ from which 
tfact he hud qWed an insulated passage, 
without reference to the context, giving it 
the complexion of a most otlensive and 
dangerous doctrijie with respect to the 
obligations of an oath : xs hcrcas a much 
cel|eurated dignitary of the rst.ibiished I 
church, the late chancellor of Winchester, 
who wj/> knoxvn to have bet n long opposed 
to Dr. Milner hi the field of theological 
controversy, had exproiied an opinion of 
the same true t very difK'rent fi'om that of 
the learned gent, opposite. In a letter, 
airJ. II. observed that he had the grati¬ 
fication to receive from the late Dr. Stiir- 
ges, and froiu whirli, with tlu* pevmi.ssioii 
of his hon. friend on the treu'.ury beijeli, 
who stood ill so near and Jeiulcr a relatiu-i 
to that truly respet l.ible dixiae,) he would 
beg to read an extra-1. ‘ Dr. Milner’.s 

* pamphlet on the king’s oath,’ says J)r. 
Sturgc.s, ' is able and iinunsw crable ; the 

* Catnolies, I think, are obliged t> me for 
' calling forth his lx*! tors to a Prebendary, 

* written against me, xxliich I see are fre- 
» quently referred to -as a work of high au- 

* thority.’ Sir J. II. f»ro( ceded to make 
some observations on the ronroid.il In- 
tween the govei iiineiit oi' I’laiKe and tin* 
■ce.of Home, in IrfOl, n-aiiy ol'tlu- i .dilu¬ 
tions of xvliicli were, in jaiint orfaet, loii- 
ceded by Leo (ho tinih in his (oiuoi- 
dat with I'raiit is llie fust, and the .subse¬ 
quent regulations of the rrencli govern¬ 
ment, as far as they rt speet the admission 
and remstratioii ofro.serij>ts. See. from the 
see of Rome, cxre the .same as were insti¬ 
tuted under the'.dd regime of the (lallican 
church,via.that ‘no bull, rescrijit, decree, 

* nor other missive from the sec of Rome, 

* shall be received, published, or othr-rwi,<j 
*put in%rce, vvithoiit tlv authority of th« 

< government,’ Our gp,’‘l-rmnent, of course, j 
are free to .institiittv similar restrictions, 

.which nright niateriuly tend to quiet the 
apprehensions p|[. 'Ine nio.st .scrup^ulous, 
Whenever the see of Rome should be con- 
i^((ered as acting under a hostile influence, 
qnd become an object of justifiabk suspi¬ 
cion. Such W’ere unquestionably tlr^ regu¬ 
lations from the time of Francis theUprst, 
‘Mtablished as guards ageinst a foreigi^;;- 
.;iluence, but practically, it was seldoiu if 
.Itietf &und necessary to resort to/hat 
-^ocitrol. The ecclesiastical ^onsti^tion 
of,I ^ranee also provided both a Li^cran 
i^t.CalvinLtical establishment, w]j^ their 
s|^tive ayoods, &e> But wit^.cspect to 


the Catholic communion, the addrrsst pre*^ 
faciug the act of establishment, declarea 
' That the Catholic religion is that of • 

‘ vast majority of the French nation ; to 
‘ abandon so powerful aneugine, therefore, 

‘ xvould be to desire the first ambitious 
‘ knave, or unsuccessful deqiagogue, xvho 
‘ wished to convulse Franco anew, to seize 
‘ it, and direct it against his country.’ 
The application to the case of Ireland 
wa.s but too obvious.—Sir J. H. then ob- 
servetl, that he could not on this occasion 
forbear citing the authority of that great 
statchmaii IMr. Pitt, xxlio decidedly ad- 
niilled the gcii('i<il loyally oftlu’ Catholics, 
and denied lhal the lehellion of 17!>8 was 
a Catholic ic!,. Mioii; adduig also, ‘That 
‘ xvliatever checks l'< had had in contein- 
‘ plation heri toforc, tlir} did not apply to 
‘ the Catholics, as Ct^lliolies, but such tests 
‘tax .should be a set M.-ity against the prni- 
‘ ciples on xxliich the r«‘belinbi originated.’ 
—As the house seemed to express mut h 
impatience lor the i|uextion, sir .1. 11. 
begged to .remiml them, that -although 
tvvinty years had elapsc-d since his first 
mtiodin lion to a seal in that house, he h.ul 
rarely ties|)as.sed on their pauein-e ; but 
on the piesent ntca.ion he could not re- 
coiicilo himsxlflo a silent voie, and the 
eMi.uI-' he had -iddnced, he fill, were 
entitled lo the most seiioux attention of 
those who ijiiestioned the justice -aud|n)liey 
of the proposed eoneexsioiis. lie hail con- 
fmed the aiillioiities quoted, to such opi- 
iiH.iis chieHv as had been given nil ibi.s 
xiibji cl, by distinguished prelates of the 
Established ( huich, and xxliich indeed 
might have been multiplied, with undiini- 
nished foice, to an extent little suited to 
thi“ present disposition of the house. He 
then expressed his regret that the learned 
doctor, who, on a former occasion, brought 
down many antiquated ilocunients in 
his liaiuk^had not, on the present occasion, 
delivcreil\(iis sentiments, as sir J. II, was 
fully prep-.^ed to have replied to him.— 
He bi'ggedy Iso the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, (wwo had on a precciling night 
contended ti»t religious toleration should 
be excluded from any aids derived from 
the public purse) to recollect that we had, 
at this moment, both Lutheran and Calvi- 
nistical churches and preachers established 
within the precincts of St. James’s palacej 
paid from the civil list, and xsisely so in 
his opjiiion, although the right foip. gent, 
must be aware that the commiini|n oftha 
Lutheran, as well as the Cajholie, mam- 
tained the real presence inithc sacrament.'. 
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This sph^tative^ neverthelein/ had' 
not been^iiaidcred as a bar to state pro¬ 
vision which had been1nad« for those pro¬ 
fessing it> which bad existed from the 
days of queen Anne,'when it was first esta- 
bJished. it was incumbent on the house 
also to recoilpet that Roman Catholics 
had sat and voted in parliament during 
four successive reigns since the period of 
the reformation.—With this observation 
' Be should conclude, giving his hearty 
concurrence in the question for going into 
a committee of the whole house, in which 
this important subject might be more ade¬ 
quately considered. 

Mr. ly. Elliot. —Sir; in supporting Ais 
niotion, 1 earnestly wish to abstain" from 
evoty thing like narmth or personality, in 
conformity with the recommendation of 
the right lioiu gent, who, with such futci 
ble arguments and splendid eloquence, 
opened ihi.s debate. 1 do not rise for the 
])ui'pusc of entering into any discussion on 
the general tbpic ; but, in consequence of 
what has fallen from niy nobicfriend op¬ 
posite (lord Castlereagh), merely to ad¬ 
vert to the circumstance of the IJnion, of 
which 1 may be supposed to have some of¬ 
ficial knowledge; and the nature of the 
expectation held out to the Catholics, in 
oixler to conciliate their acquiescence in 
that uieasure. My noble friend has said, 
that no pledge was given to the Catholics, 
that tlieir full rinancq/aiion was to be the 
iinmciliale consequence of this nioasure, 
ui consideration of their support, it is 
true, ini'eed, that no bond was given to 
the Catholics on that point; but there 
were certainly expectations, and some¬ 
thing like promises held out to them, 
which, in my mind, ought to he more 
binding than a bond. And so sti'engly 
was this idea felt bv my noble friend, by 
my right hon. friend (Mr. Canning's and 
by a right hon. gent, now no moi^ (Mr. 
Pitt), that they quitted office jfbecause 
they could not carry the nieas/rc ; and 
when, upon Mr. Pitt’s return tyifficc, he 
opposed the going into the c^mittce, it 
was not from any objection m the mea¬ 
sure, but to the time. 1 therefore think, 
that my iiohic friend and my right hon. 
friend, must both feel themselves in an 
aukward situation this night, tinder the 
opposition they have given to the mca* 
sure. ‘The right linn, the chancellor of 
the-exchequer, when attorney gciieriil in 
180.&, op^ed it, upon the ground that it 
would ' an infringement of the arti¬ 
cles of the uuioa% by one of which it was 
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eatfSfipalated* thdit 
religion should be supported in" Irelkp^ 
Ilie framers of the act must have bden' 
-stupid indeed, if the laiigna^ of the s^' 
tute was to be construed to precHidh'. ^ 
ideasure, which was expressly ondersto^ 
to be one of the conditions of the 
My noble and right hon. friends upoti*)^' 
pledge of not agitating the question, 
which they had dcctaied themselves ^ 
vourahle, had come into office in place, of< 
those who would‘not have refused the 
discussion, and still profess to maintain' 
their former good wislie.s towards the dg-;; 
tliolics, and their desire to conciliate thepi. , 
Blit, 1 afipeal to the good sense of t|ie 
house, whether, the restoration of 
Ciiillird to office, the refusal of the usual’ 
graub to Maynuotli college, and the a‘p^ 
poiiitrneiit of a Icsirned gentleman, whom 
he would not noIV name (Dr. Duigenan)fo' 
be a member of the Irish privy council^, 
were ^ylnp 1 ouls of a system of conciliation', 
towards the (’aihoiics of Ireland. I sin- ' 
cercly hop^ the house will go into a com¬ 
mittee and discuss the subject, and say 
whether the pcii.il laws against the Catho¬ 
lics ought or ought not to be continued. 
And, aiihnugh the right hon. the chancel¬ 
lor of the exchequer, and the right hon. 
and learned gent, lately appointed to the ‘ 
Irish privy couiici', may not be favoiir>ible. . 
to the rgea.iire, I trust the wisdom of the ' 
house Will see the policy of coiRi.hating., 
the nftection and confidence of the Jri.iSf 
tieople, and thus lay iqi a .store of strengthV 
for the empire against the hour of dangeri ? 

Mr. lVill>erforce, —I entirely approve, sirj 
of the lalmnc.ss and moderfltiun recoin-^, 
mended by the right hon. gent, who dpen- 
ed this dt bate, in a speech replete with 
the most splendid eloquence. I do nojk 
m^^an to .ittempt to follow him tliroi^lioaf. 

I he whole of hi-i ar^inients. But, with re¬ 
spect to the time,! tte not think the pre-'^ 
sent a proper one, if mere werfe no otbetr.^j 
reason than that it is (^po.ssible now to'^' 
carry the measure. If th?'^^itlertien oppoC.^^ 
•site knew that they could carry it, I gra4ii[‘V 
it would be a good time. But as they ihuarj 
be certa^h of the‘contrary, I think 
tiught nix to go one step farther in this dli?^ 
cassioVs I consider it in^the highest 
grtWinexpedfent, iti times like these, 
raiseifhe hopes of the Catholics,’ wh^'f 
thereVxists not a single cliahce of otllr 
ing en\l^led tg gratify them. I sincere^^ 
depreedw a useless discussion, W whi^ ■ 
in the pAii^tit temper of the hotlfie, la 
warmth party feelings which hti^ 
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nuurlKd its debates thruughoat the session, 
and in which every question called forth 
personalities^and mutual recriminations, 
no other end could be answered than 
that of excitine new discontents among 
those, whose Petition it is now proposed 
to discuss in a committee. Ttic ri|^ht hun. 
^ot. who opened the debate, has not had 
ap good an opportunity as myself of know¬ 
ing the seutiuicnts of the people of Jhng- 
land Oil lids subject: and, .is far as niy 
experience goes, those sentiments aie no) 
favourable, blit the contrary. The people 
of Seotiaiul arc also, so fur as 1 know, 
- hostile to the measure. And the reason, 
1 am persuaded, w hy petitions have not 
come fuiward from various quarter 
against it, is because it has been univer¬ 
sally believed, that the temper of parlia¬ 
ment itself is so adverse to the measuri; as 
to leave it no chance of success. Sir, it is 
now time to sjieak out. Tlic popular 
feeling m this cuuntry is decicteciiv against 
the measure; and it was on this ground 
that a right hon. friend of mine, now no 
more, (lecimed to urge it further on a for¬ 
mer occasion. With respect to the .ino- 
inalous circumstance of aPiotcr'autcliurch 
establislunoiit in Ireland, supportcil in a 
great degree by C,ithdlits, I feci, and jicr- 
haps regi et, the »ii ciimstnnce as sim ert ly 
as any man : hut it is inevitable. 1 a'so 
feel, that to giain to the (Jathuljcs their 
present claims would hy no means satisfy 
them comph'lsly; fiir it would be in vam 
to endeavour to icconr lie them to the per¬ 
manent support ot a Pi. *estaut chuich es¬ 
tablishment. Successiie com<>.ions, so 
' jfar fi'um si>eiicing, have only .stimulated 
them U) fresR' demands. Even the most 
^alous reformer lould scatcely have sup- 

S osed that so many concessions to the C'a- 
tolif^s would have so rapidly succeeded 
the first granted to tiler'll. I iear that nrw 
concessions now vyKfid but occasion new 
demands. Measi/es, which lend to make 
^ |i funcfaiuental cii^ge in the political situ¬ 
ation of a grec.l'Cuuntry, should attno time 
be hastily adopted. It behoves the Icgis-* 
' lature cautiously to fiel its way, before it 
I pons^nts to-any great* change iiV the prin- 
'ciptes of the constitution, lest. b\ a faLsIl 
step, mischief the most irretrlerab^ might 
^ (hisue. The language helcf by m^vrght 
' kon. friend, now no more, when tal»<ng of 
' the dteasure of union, or with respict to 
' ^tboUc emancipation, was,^Eat tl^i union 
'^tdd enable the legislature of t^ coun- 
eithef to grant full eman 9 i^tion to 
.Catholics with greater s^y, or with- 


lurid it with less dai^r, 1 an^ure the 
candid mind of the right hon./^nt. oppo¬ 
site (Mr. tirattaii) will adimt, tli.it Mr. 
Pitt met with much more jpnposition in 
the popular mind than he had appre- 
bendod, and tliat this had induced him to 
relinquish the measure entirely. That 
mind is still averse to it. And for these 
reasons, 1 shall think it my duty to resist 
the Catliulic claims, although I have a 
great regard for tlieir welfare. 1 have evcify 
wish tu promote their instruction. Before 
1 sit down, 1 mu,t observe that they had 
themselves promi-«ed mit to bring this 
matter fbnvaid—(No, no, no! from the 
Opposition.)—However that may be, see¬ 
ing that the *iine and aircuinstances are 
unfavourable, 1 mast again deprecate all 
farther discussion on tu * subject. 

Lord Henry Petty in explanation.— 
What 1 stated war, that it was not the in¬ 
tention of myself and mv friends, when in 
ulfice, to bring the Catholic emancipation 
forward as a c.ibmct question. But that 
vve reserved to ourselves the right, as 
members of pailiiineiit, of voting in its 
f.tv'jur, when it should be brought toiward 
liy others. 

Mr. Ric/uird Martin .—I confess, sir, I 
h.ive never lelt more pungent regret than 
at the discu.ssion of this evening. Not¬ 
withstanding what hd.s been said about 
inoduralion and caImiie.sM, 1 have never 
heard more inflammatory language, uttered 
with a calm voice and a sermonic tone, 
than what has come from the gentlemen 
on tlie other side of the house. Nothing 
like it has been ut'ered lor a century 
vvitiiin these walls, f cannot congratulate 
one of these right lion, genthunen (Mr. 
('aiming) on the speci h which he ha> nuule, 
on the sentiments he h.us uttered, or on 
the cheer, which he has received. What¬ 
ever ^nay be his feeliugs of triumph on 
tliis oiyasion, I do nut eiwy him. From 
the coi^'se which lie and his colleagues 
have chfsen to take, it appears to me, 
I'owever^that the present rejection of the 
Catholic viaiins may be considered as 
final. Tb^ will not be again brought 
before parliament: let them mark my 
prediction. Tlie Catholics will no longer 
trust you with the bait of a Petition. They 
will no itoger expose themselves to the 
mortification and insult of having their 
Petition rejected w ithout even a discussion 
of their claims. Nothing can be more ab¬ 
surd, or more distant from tratft, than the 
assertion that the Catholic Petition has been 
brought forward by a pasty. IheCatholioi 




\\ ould diswn to have their Petitioti broog^ 
loi w aid hj^iy party. They ate even jea¬ 
lous ot my ^iit lion triend (Mr. Gtat- 
tan) Whenjht try in Ireland was union 
01 it liciluni, I vtas mtatuui of the measure 
ol uiuou , but 1 have since learnt that H 
isvti\ [)osMl>te*to have a rebellion alter 
a union Jhe Catholics did ceitiinly 
lend then aid to support the union, which 
(oiikl not be rimed without their ac(|Ui- 
“esceni e , and they as certainly did so 
upon m understood pledge of eniaiicip i- 
tion It was strictly cuiihdcd in ny tin 
( itiiobcs, and t\cn in some dei^ice a<te<l 
up< 11 by those who gas e it If tliat pledge 
wilt now to be abandoned, the compact 
with ill! (athohVs is bioken, and ttit> 
hilt a iK,bt to claim the ustoiition of 
tinII piiliainent llie consequence ol 
tliii impolitic icfirtion will be, that the 
( itlioliLs will join the* Piotest lilts, who 
weic alw tys aveiM tioni tin union, and 
with othei wlio li ivc since b< come < qualiy 
so, and unite tlicn eiuleivouis in oidci to 
ptoc ure Its upcal * 

Mr (t Ponsonby -Sn , tin hon nuiii 
bti who spoke 1 isl but one (Mi Willwi 
foil t), made i di i In itioii w bn h give nit 
much satisliction he slid, < that it w is 
time foi hiui to sp< ik out ’ Nothing < vi r 
gaic me inoie pic is lu , ioi in luaiin^ bis 
spceciies, 1 1 onn 1 hue often ittcndid 
to tin III, bui could iieic yet ittnn his 
pc I it (t nn linin' At the siinc tirin, 1 
imib* confess, tbit ilnic w is some pait of 
bis s^inli which iitlni bittpiised nn 
he said, ih>t In w s a piodi_,ious tinnd to 
the educ ition of tin \ atholics, while In 
w IS nn enemy to their cl inns in the full 
(xtenl in which they hid pictcncd them 
1 endcavonied to discern i nliat was the 
conduct of that lion gent iqion a 1 ite oc¬ 
casion, as to the education of the ( atholic 
clergy, and 1 find, thil he \oted f^h the 
^ sin die 1 biini instead of the larger ">i that 
pm post Now, this Is a sti aiigo/node of 
sliewiiig Ins wish foi the encoungement 
of that c*ducatiou lie acknowledged th it 

lie rt luseel to grant the* prayc rm the peti¬ 
tion, with piocligious pun to himself, and 
yet he loaded the Catholics with all soils 
of epithets I never siw a request denied 
to a suppliant with more apparent cold¬ 
ness and tndiileience in all my fife But 
he told ns, there wtrt ciicumstances and 
occ asions w hen it was very unfit to discuss 
questions of this sent, and that they itcie 
attended w ith inhnitc mischief, because he 
Is com inc&d that the majority of the peo¬ 
ple <»f this country, and of Gotland, are 
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agaln^ thts question la iio chRvlnteiid/ 
too, that the majority of the people of Q. 
Britain are to remain at alljtimes of tW 
same opinion w iih regard to it ? Is be per¬ 
suaded too, that the best method he catt 
idopt, ui order to induce the people ojE^ 

I rigl iiKt to agree to the Irish claims, is Utt 
withdiaw those claims and not permit 
them to be discussed ^ It the house be of 
opinion tint they are leasonable elaimt^ 
then ought it to (ncoinagc them to prefer 
them, if it be of opinion that these claims 
can only pioic picjudiciai to the country, 
c M n tin n tiici e is the best reason aibrded 
loi irpeatcd di-.eussioii, in order to sbetr 
then iinpini>iit ty bor can reason con- 
quir pnjiubrc but by cbstiission; and how 
can loipiovemcnt be introduced without 
dc Inla ^ Docs In mean to say that no jriart 
of rtli it the t ithollcs icimiic can be yield* 
\cl to them' [lie le Mr Wilberforce 

shook his hell] I do not it ally know 
howto iiitcipiet the lion gent when he^ 
sli ikc s his he III, l)ut tills I am sure of, that 
till oitner the eiuestion is aigued, the 
sooni 1 w ill flu y obtain, wh it must m the 
end be yiv.ltltcl to them Were they not 
to ippt il to paili imi nt at ill, oi to en- 
lip,hten tlic ptoplc,of this country, bow 
aic the y to lU nil what they rcquiie ^ Does 
lie bf lu \c the people of this countiy will 
irqim see the nioie readily in the ir claim, 

I I til itckimi be un iccompanicd by discus¬ 
sion 1 he lion gc nt is a man of sensq 
Hill e\piiicncc, and does he suppose that 
Si !j;ic' ll 1 pirt of the population of tho 
countiy will cMi consent to a contumeli¬ 
ous ictusil ol what they thin]^ a icasona- 
blc cl uin'' It lias been said* that this waa 
to be made a paity «iuestion 1 never 
lie ird s 1 muih nonsense as has been said 
upon this purlicuhi point, I have heai4 
in fny people in 4jis country sav, '^Oh j 
wc 1 e It not for tin ^tatioii of this ques¬ 
tion in paiilament, inc^lso the niotiies of 
some iiuiniduals wishn^ to bring ut ORr 
and aftcniaids wishing \tp be kept back, 
we shoiAd he ir nothing at all of the Catbo*- 
*lics of Ireland ’ It is impossible to ima¬ 
gine thit^o stupid A notion could be en- 
^ouiagei It IS really the greatest degree 
of absu,^ity and fatuity that I ever nHt- 
iiess^ 'in tnetcond|}ct of mankind in my 
hfe^^imagine that so great a body as th« 
Cathcliics of lielabd can knowno*^;ooq 
reason) why they should not be admitted 
to tho^’quiviteges which they see otbe^ 
enjoying and to imagine they can be keM 
back froi?>^sert]ng their claims, mermjn 
from the in^'^rence of this or th* dtl^ 





^ patty- A right hon‘. gent, has said, that 
late administration, wished to keep 
. hack (heir ctaims when* they were in of¬ 
fice : and when they were out of it, they 
wished to encourage their being brought 
forward. He is not right, howevei^, in uiis 
assertion. I know of no man tiiat either 
wished to keep it back when in office, nor 
. nowto bring it forwani for party purposes. 

It is rather hard to adduce as evidence of 
-'our inclination to keep it back formerly 
- 'fiiiat w'e wish to bring it forward now. 
It is absurd to suppose, that w'e, who had 
not the power when in office of preventing 
that body from urging their claims, can 
now have the power of preventing them 
from doing so. But, sir, that hoii. gent, 
has given no other reason W'hatcvcr why 
the Catholics should not urge 'their chtims, 
if temporary circumsta^nces led them^’to 
sup|X>se it was coiiveiiieiit for (hem to do 
so. They feel their own importance in 
empire, and think they have a just 
right to urge this house to comply with 
their request. The noble lord opposite 
said, that he could disclaim any imputa- 
. tions of a personal tiature; for, says he, I 
. have never regarded this question as one 
that ought to aficct man’s situation in 
'dffice. Thus you niay carry this question 
'if you approve of it, but if not, you must 
, submit it to its late. In short, he tells 
' you he was with one adniinistrat‘'oii be¬ 
cause they approved, and with another 
hheause they disapproved of the measure. 
Oil such grounds 1 do not see how he can* 
'iever be out of office, for whether such a 
Wtltion be successful or unsuccessful, it 
a good (-eason for the noble lord al¬ 
ways continuing in power. He farlher 
'^js, there never wtis any pledge given to 
. wa Catholics on this sulijcct. 1 do not 
.I|tlpw*if there were, as 1 never troubJWid 
'- 'Wiyself as to -jiledge^^or what were the 
. Iki&aos the goveruintuit took to procure the 
,bpport of the Ca^olics ; Init 1 recollect 
'ttere were cc rt gjjv*epistolary correspon- 
'^nePs publisfied, one letter representing 
thd sentiments of lord Cornwallis, and* 
smother from the nobh lord himself, rc- 
p^se'ntiiig the sentiments of the Catho-,, 
Ilea, when he held the office of secretary 
■ the lord lieutenant of Irelitjnd. 11^ I r,e- 
^Idct rightly, when Mr. Pitt went,/i!2^ of 
.^^ejn 1801,1 read those letters Pi the 
vJlijbliids of one Catholic gentlemen Ire-' 
mdand, if I mistake not? thene' was a 
pbaage. ^ some of them writtei^by the 
^i^ldlora himselfi stating Catho- 

i/lbiddtertfuhaaoii of considera- 


blc men, I believe Mr. Pitt, lor«*^elvilIe, 


and earl Camden, 0 advi 8 ing th^ Catholics 
to remain perfectly quiet, l^cause those 
persons had entered into a plldge never to 
take any part in his majesty’s government, 
but upon condition of being allowed to 
grant the concessions which the Catholics 
required. It was understood at the time 
that this declaration was made in conse¬ 
quence of an engagement with the Catho,-, 
lies, that if they agreed to the union, their 
claims would be listened to. This letter 
was well understood in Ireland, and never 
received a contradiction ; and therefore, I 
am inclined to think, that there was a com¬ 
plete understanding on the part of the Ca¬ 
tholics, that iheir claims'^ should be heard 
by the government, and that they should 
not endeavour to Imrrow aid or assistance 
from disailbeted persons, nor do any thing 
to injure their cabsc, because those per¬ 
sons J have alluded to, were determined 
not to assume any direction in the country, 
except with an intention of forwarding 
their claiibs. It was said, there was no 
alteration of oircumsrances since this ques¬ 
tion was lust discus.sed in parliament; nuw’, 
conceive that there is the greatest altera¬ 
tion of circumstances, that could possibly 
have taken place, and these circunistanees 
could not be known to the house, nor to 
the people of Enghand; the circumstance 
the most weighty, is the connection sub¬ 
sisting between the clergy and the Sec of 
Kome : for, by .giving to the pope a power 
over the Catholic clergy, and the govmm- 
inent no cunironl over them, (hen they 
would in fact be putting the superior or¬ 
ders of clergy under a foreign power, fall¬ 
ing under the dominion of France. The 
Catholics considered amongst themselves, 
and they determined to give to the go¬ 
vernment every information upon the sub¬ 
ject, I'lid to make their superior clergy 
suhjec{‘*.o the crown. When a Catholic 
bishop i^ Ireland dies, the other bishops 
in that jf'-ovince in which the diocese of 
‘he decejJ^d is situated, meet, and con¬ 
ferring ami^gst themselves, they fix upon 
three pei'sons, whom they think the must 
fit to succeed him—^’Fhey send those names 
to receive the approbation of the pope; 
for, according to the Catholic foith, it is 
impossible for certain offices to be per¬ 
formed but by appointment fixim the pope, 
as if by the immediate delegation of Christ 
himSeff. Now, they have'agrqed, when 
the names are returned, to sen|l thum- to 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland ; and if ha 
should object to all the %reej they sfnke 





them l)i^an<], «eiui/. other: ihat 

etead, unM llie kiug*s approba^ioi) ofchi^ged. What h^ ^ 

one of theik be receiv^. JEmi il»e>i* they of JEurope? Wh^t hu 
•end that ^mc to Rome to receive the tremendous Pope himseiff Tliip 
approbation of the pope. This, how- he once possessed,. Sop^arte has 
ever, is giving the real, and eficctual away, and a French pefect reigns pi 
nomination tp the crown; and ^is be- Valicdh. Does the right bon. gent.'thJ^- 
ing tijc case, will any man say this is cul- that Bonaparte's tyranny over the 
' tirating through Rome an intercourse w^ould induceihe latter to befriend Fra|t^^ 
with France for traitorous purposesIIow or to promote her interests f If he dd^\ 
' they better evince loyalty ? They it must be through fear, and not goo(Jw:i|^)j 
desire you, too, to superinteml the educa- because 1 do not presume the right hMb>.' 
tion of their clergy, or ask you to assist gent, will argue, that stripping him of j S '- 
them to do it, anti yet, alter all this you power, and robbing him of his tcrr|tory^la 
still treat them as aliens, and disaiiected the way to win his afiections. 
persons. It is impossible there can be*too now happening in Spain ? Does Booappib|9 
much discussioft of this question. The make use of the Catholic religion to 
real state of it should be understood from the power of France ? Does he 
the nortii to the south. If the right hon. Catl^olic state with more leniency 
the chanceJIor of the exchequer, who Rsotestant one ? • He has overthrown 
at present sits so pukwardly betweem tholic powers, as well as Protestant'; a^'"; 
tIuMe two champions of the Catholics, the his army now occupies Spain us a proviij^v' 
noble lord ^Ca.stlereagh), and the secre- of France. Whatever the right hon. ge^5 
tary of state for foreign aflairs (Mr. Can- opposite to me may lliink of the dispp^ ' 
ning), had taken half so rauoti pains to tion of tht^Englisli and Scotch Protestanir, 
comply with the reasonable desires of that in regard to Jivlaiul, he must allow me to 
purtiuii of the people, as he look to raise say, that the Irish Protestants are as good 
the. seiisele,sscry of “ a\o Popery,” although judges as any of them. 1 have a lettm^ 
he might not Jiow be enjoying the sweets from the late attorney general of Irelapij* 
of oHicc, Ids conscience would proh.abIy Mr. Plunkett, in which he slates : Thoi» 


be more tramiuil. But what is conscience 
to a great statesoiaii f That right hon. 
gent, actually fancies he. has become a 
great statesman, aiut has really raised 
great ideas in hi.s own uiiml, as to his qua- 
lificafion.s fur governing such a country as 


JMr. Plunkett, in which he states : Thiti^ 
is nothing new in this country, exceptii>g^{ 
believe 1 speak within bounds, when I anv, 
that nine in ten Protestants, even iiiciiidv 
iug the clergy, would poll for the CathoU^ ■ 
emancipation.’'—Do not tho Protestop^. 
of Ireland know better than the memtm^ ' 


England, lie, mulonbt, tliink.s he is pos- of this house, what tends to their hen e^ 
ses.sed of great knowledge, rellcction, and «md safety ? They must ,also know bett^' 
equanimity; qualities that ciumot be de- than the Protestants of England and Sco^ 
nied, seeing it has been impossible to pro- land, what .would be the effects of Cii^ 
voke him to a single observation. He tholic emancipation. The Irish Prot« 4 t<» 


'mankind—how to lead men on to Victory, country. In one comity I hstve the nemtm 
and how to conduct the wa^ against of some persons, of Mveral thousands gr ' 
Fiimce. Weak speculative ofen have year, affixed to the resolutions in favour^ i 
£dlen into errors, from whicliynis much- thcCa^ulics, and ofma'tty representativM 
enlightened mind had pre^alFved him. »of some of the oldest families in 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fo.x, and Mr: Burke, all who.se property has been confisegt^-J 
.eoncttircdin .a favourable opinion respect- What i»»Uio situation of tbow'orld 
ing the CathoUcs of Ireland. But what ^noinen/?—and what the prospect I 
aro they, svhen compared, to the right hon. da^.s pass over our hee^ls, withOu^'pijffi^’' i 
gent. J Conkl such orivellers as^liese have it become \w>rse ? GeutlemeiK, 

found out the ingenious mode, dis- posii^* to me kn^w better than. I 
eoTWred by the right; bon, gent, of increas- .bette t than I can know, whW the 
iMg’tbe p^wer of the eountry,.a»d enabling views\.rf our.cnemics are, whafep^'V^ 
her the better to carry on the atruggle spects lire still cherished in Frwee, 
agaittlgr. Ftraamp by cxgl^ng from, her aid tegarR the further, ettcna'ifti 
jMr«Riap;oae bftpopnh^I i pow^. say 

Vot. xt R , .^ .> 


' Mi < 

the prelettVetiTer ii^f France is a 
Miui<if profound pei^etration. You may 
‘i*U him a (jjoel, vmdictive U'«urper—a 
betrayer of the liberties of his country. 
Whatever epithets wc bestow upon him, 
^ an usurper and tyrant, we cannot he.ip 
them upon him without knowing tliat he 
Well mciits them. But what does 
our opinion of him signify, his power is 
iWiat we are to rcgaid. Nve cannot make 
^JUin less criminal or less systematic in his 
'pUiSuU. He pursues the luin of this 
oiunhy, and he pursues it w ith profound 
wisdom for the purpose of attaining his 
‘hbject. Has he not accomplished a great 
^art of that object already ? What is your 
'^tuation upon the continent at this ‘mo- 
‘meutf Wiih hirdly a single ally, that 
Caft count upon his own safety for an in¬ 
stant—^shut out from alin.ist all conncctisU 
'h'ith the continent, and likely soon to be 
entirely so—that is your condition. This 
he W’clf knows. In the beginning of the 
Idst century, and in the w'ar of the succes¬ 
sion, w'hat wras your situation >'* Compare 
it with the present. You then fought, not 
for yourselves, liut for Europe, in which 
your magnanimitv was eoual to your 
’’poW'er, and all Euiopc dreaded the one as 
it admired the other. Vou saciificed both 
your power and y our greatness, to succour 
the distressed pait of Europe against the 
ravages of an ambitious prince.^ That 
was your situation then. You arc now 
fightutg against a great power indeed, 
but for a very different object, not to suc- 
t^ur the distressed, but to save yourselves 
'from destruction, while you are siint up 
|rom all conilection with any part of Eu- 
i^tope. He has w'ell contemplated tliesc 
things, and is determined to keep you 
h^m any continental cornet Mons again, 
[thkt ftin in any degree^tend to increib.e 
^our power: in short^ie is determined to 
tchut you out fronylne continent altoge¬ 
ther. JThis was long ago his object, and 
he has very ncajjy accomplished itt He 
Wocl^ds with -great injustice, it is true, 
Imt, for his purpose, with profound wis- 
'He will secure |o hini6eH|the main 

of his own ambition in the first 
' w|twce, as he has, indeed, in a measure/ 
d(^ already; |ind in the j^oxt, he will 
^tedttce Europe to such a state, tbaf^bu 
‘lijiui derive no benefit from it, whapvcr 
'Become the relative conditioi^f its 
'^pferent states to each other*. Tfjpfrark- 
'^**^'etrjpire will be the next poiufl of his 
'iteon,* which most jprobaWjf will be 
subaertieht to ms 'Then 



your powtfr in thtf'Eaetwill l»Wob|ect. 
Such most probably will be progress 
of hie saccessful ambiBon. jpuch, I am 
confident, are his designs* Tminendoos is 
this prospect to you. And wnat have you 
to oppose to all this ? Great Britain and 
Ireiaiul: for within a fow, months from 
this moment, yon will be reduced to that 
situation. Then 1 would ask, is it reason¬ 
able to reject, without argument; to pass 
over, w kihout di'cussion, a subject of sucli 


importance as that which is now before 
you ^ You aie threatened with the extre¬ 
mities to which war c.in reduce you, tar¬ 
ried, on as it is by the most imjilac able ene¬ 
my you ever h id, and not only the most 
implacable, but the most profoundly 
skilled ; and nut only the most profoundly 
skilled, but also the inost formidable, be¬ 
cause the most powerful. Ilow’ are you 
S.O defend yourselves sutTn lently, against 
the attacks of such a foe ? By making war 
on him. Can you make war upon him 
without the assistance of the Catholics ? 


No. But our object is not war but peace— 
Can you make peace wilhoiit the assist¬ 
ance of the Catholics > I say you can¬ 
not, without the cordial co-operation 
of the Catholics, obtain any thing but 
wh.itmay be coinpaiafivcly called ‘ an 
ignominious peace.' That is, peace on 
terms infinitely less advantageous to Great 
Biitam, than you could obtain with the 
cordial co-operation of the Catholics. 
Why, then, it comes to this : that in 
order to get iid of the danger which 
you apprehend to Itclaiid, from the discus¬ 
sion of this subject, you w'lll place your¬ 
selves in a condition to take worse tcims 
and conditions of peace, than you would, 
if freed from the apjirehension of that dan¬ 
ger. Why should this be so, I should wish 
to know ? Is England so fallen from her 
formel glory, that she will now accept of 
comparatively ignominious terms of peace, 
from a seitse of her own internal weakness, 
arising, it cannot but ai-ise, from her 
intehial p^ensions. Is this the way in 
which we ^e to rival our anc estors in 
glory? Shall we forget the glorious a- 
chievements of Great Britain on the 
continent in former times ? Shall we 
forget, or,^ remembering, shall we pass 
over, the proud event of our having 
carried victoriously 'our arms to France, 
and had oar king crowrned at I^ris, 
and reduced the power of France totl^ 
of a suppliant at your foet ? t Nb, Sir, 
we shall not, we cannot forg«t, nalther can 
we pass ovor these tbingst Nor shall we 



assent So Hmraiaioiu tenns of pf»c«. We 
are assurUVe can have glorioua terms oi 
peece whwever we Aall shew a disposi¬ 
tion for it, ^ an united people when 
shall Me be that people > When the Irish 
('alhoiics can be won, and won they may 
be, and won (hey will be, if you tieat them 
liberally. 1 he right hon gent has said, 
that great and wise men ha\c thought that 

tlie granting ol what is now asked, would in power, and when their interests are sugu 
^not satisfy the Catholics He has not told posed to be hostile, so are the manners oi 
us who these great and wise men were the piofessois of the two religions. Tbw 
Whoever they are, I doubt the souiMness svho are above, think nothing too bad Iqt 
oi tlieir judgment, ior I believe that uhat those who arc below them, and those hi$« 
IS now asked would satisfy the Catholics low, think they ncser tan be emancipated 
But it this claim be illowcd, shall w$ not too soon, that is, according to then vt§W 
have furthci cWunis made, and (uithci do- of it, get rid of then degiadation, too 
sues expressed > Why should thrie not be soon , hence peipetual strile, and, lybijla 
further claims if they be |ust, oi furthei the^causc exists, the ellcct must continai^, 
desires evpusstd, if they be rcasoaiblc Hut my right h<)p fi lend, who introductm 
Why should the Catholics be icfuscd the this motion, told us that he had no expech^- 
coiiimon hlici'ty of the icst of the inhabi- tion of carrying it I am afraid that {pa 
tints of tile country But considci the apprehensions on the fate of his motion 
advantages arising from the giace of gi ant- this night, ai e too well founded. But th|ll 
mg this application The Caitliolics now 1 will si^, that whoever shall vote thijl 
claim certain rights and piivileges , and night against this motion, does not voite 
they go to a given extcMit m making that for the pioposition, * that the Catholics 
cinin , but if you gratify then wishes in shall not come into any department of 
the fust instance, if you tuat them m til, the state,* but votes foi the proposijiion 
that IS, treat them as they ought to be ‘thatthej shall n«t come into any in vs hijcll 
tri atc^d, the Catholic 1 will be sUisficd with they ue not alreidy, although they mgy 
amocler ite and leasonable allovvaiiec fiom hold some stations at present more geno- 
the hand of the king But it is veiy easy lalJy nnpoitant chan those which thc;y 
to foiesee, thit it >ou aie ilcUimuied to seek * You say, foi instance, that a 
refuse Mbit the C ithoiics ic isuiiibly le- tbolir sliill not be a directoi of a ua(iQ|^ 
queSt of you, the c ifeet will be, that more bank, although he may be the greatw 
will be demanded hercattci, than would piopnetoi in that bank. You say tl^ 
have been, if you had complied with the he shall nut be a governoi,oi shcri(|(^^ 
fust requt st But the argument which is county, ilthough he may be the greatest 
built upon tins doeti me, ‘ that it you giant land-owner in it. You 8€t your veto p 
CMie thing, iiioie will afteiwaids be asked his claims, and say, ' we have admitti^d 
oi you, and tluirfoie you should refuse in you to a given extent, but we shall 
the hist instance,’ is, in iny opinion, in- you no faithe^ and this you ar^ 
conclusive, because that goes the# length to say ui/nmn^befuie vou have heard 
of saving, that a thing which 's reason- the evidence on wi ^eh tne Cathoheste^t 
able m itself, should never be g anted, be- llieii claim If you refer the petitiqp ,tQ 
cause It IS possible that the jgianting it a committee, you walthcn put'^he 
may be followed with a reqiv st which is jeet ipto a tram of iiiquny, and you^m^, 
unreasonable And this nn^e* of reasois afteiwaids, decide what shall, and 

mg, bad as it is iii itseli, is nill worse as it shall not be clone. But if you^ nega^ft ’ 

applies to the ailairs oi Iieland at the pre- tins pe itiun, you*do that which is 

sent moment—foi I would have the i ighf lent jo s kVing, that the Catholics ‘ 

hon gent, know, that m this question is rem. in, foi ever, in the state lu 

cmitained the peace of lielanfl—Itissaid, Jl^y aie at piesent. Ifut 1 havgbea^ 
in this house, that the Catholics want soqifc persons, .even in this bouse, 
many other things besides those which tha^ the refustl oi the piesenf appheai^KMt 
th^ have specified m the Petitiqp now* of the Cityolies will put then elatn^ato 
beW£ us ; so perhaps they may ; but 1 rest f{fr ever. Of all the piesumpt^uii 
vvill venture to say, that ail the grievances folly Ci{ the opponents of the CafD9}jeii 
sif which they complain, arise fiom the this is, at^vucdly, greatest. 


ineqiwhty of the ^8 

are plac^ It ^ 4te tnl^rcH W 
nopolists of one religion, to aej,, as u 
hostilely, towards the othlr ; and th^ 
must always be felt a sewe of mmlt sM 
degradation when one class of men an 
placed beneath another class Thus, $$ 
the Catholics are under the Piotesfai^ 
they are to be degtaded by their supert^ 





tttppott tbat fjHir of people will, 

for eter, conipl^r with yoar wishes, or 
gratify your desires 1 tbsi they will, for 
Prer, j;i^e yotfHhe whole of their loyalty 
—the whole of tlieir aitsthmciit—defend 
you on all occasions—^support you in all 
contests—sacrifice for you tlieir fortunes 
and their lives; and shall not injuiie 
after all, any thing iioiii you in return ? 
lio, no} you should iku expect it, for it 
is p»>t ill human iialiiie that things should 
go on thus for ever. You may suppose 
that the C’.iiholies will he more ready to 
aupiuit iheir claims upon )'oui' justice 
Vrijen one set of men are in power; than 
when another set of men are in power; 
but, hciieie me, they ivill urge their 
claims, n hatever set of men may be in 
wwer, they are fully conscious ofothe 
Jdstke of those clanus,^ and they wiy. 
never forego them, out of complnhenl to 
those who may hajipcn at any time to be 
in place. They tell yon, they protest to 
you, iijxHi their solemn oath, that they are 
&s loyal as the Iwst of you ; that thiy are 
genuine fi lends to their country and 
yours; th«‘y ask you to aflbrd them an 
opportunity of shewing, and of jiroving 
that loyalty, and that altachment to the 
true interests of their country, 'i’hey de¬ 
sire to be allowed to cnntiihute, in tlie 
most eflcctive manner, to the exigency of 
the state. They are willing, they are 
eager, to spill their blood in its defence. 
You should therefore treat them as loyal 
•nd patriotic men; and rank them among 
the best subjects which you base. If you 
do pot, do you imagine, that because you 
may negatnesthis Petition, they will iib- 
' kfattt from urgidg their claims m future > 
If you do, 1 am confident you will be 
gireatly deceived. The ryght hon, gent, 
ifoposifig me says, that thoiSate administra» 
tren, what we call the tfuke of Bedford’s 
administration, advis^ the Catholics to 
.abstain from making this application, or 
from urjfing their cl,iim.s, in any quarter, 
for the present, because the circumstunces 
of the times were iinpropitious for it. I 
^ the honour to fill a situation in frcland, 
HV the confidence of the governWnt to 
^pich the right hon. gent, allu'es. vj had 
Ihe honour to be^govtui'ir in one part of 
that coimlry, and chancellor of the whalf*, 
and must therefoie he snp{K>sed to po's,sess 
n'goodtieal of iiifonnation of what v^ere 
th^ the views of goveriitgeiit. If I 
I had not, 1 should be maknig an 
asf^ion fitir which I could nut c/fiect to 
. f have not the laC^ c 


objec¬ 


tion to state all diat came td^y^know- 
ledge on that sabje^ I'he (ti^olics did 
determine to urge Wir ulaiiws, and the 
Irish government did intdee am>licai)un iii 
England, with a view to leuW whether 
these claims were likely to be conceded, 
or otherwise. The Irish government re¬ 
ceived an answer, that it was the opinion 
of the then administration, that the claims 
of the ratholiCH could nut be supported to 
the extent they wwhed, but that tlie go- 
TPrnnynt here had ho|>es of doing some¬ 
thing for them. In the intercouise with 
the Catholics, on that occasion—1 being a 
natiye of that country, and necessarily 
knowing more of them than the duke of 
Bedford d.'l—much of ike concern was 
entiustcd tome, I’s to the maimer in winch 
these claims should be brought forw'ard, or 
deferred. It occurred tome to uiquiie w hat 
points would satisfy them, that is, what 
terms would induei* them to forget the i ight 
of urging all theircKiims upon the justice of 
parliament, for some tune to conic; per¬ 
haps for llh! piesent reigii; and in the 
cour.'.e of that inquiry, I think I discoveied 
what points they ino^tt iminediately laid .i 
stre^s upon, and tlie giantiiig of which 
would satisiy tliL'iu. TheM points were, I 
believe, suhuiiKefl to liis UMje-ty’s goveiii- 
ment m this < ouiitry; but it happened to 
be the opinion of tlut government, th.H 
even tin sc points could not be earned 
to the extent W'hich was wished; and 
then my noble tru'iid (loid Ilowuk) in¬ 
troduced a Bill into this bouse to enable 
Catholics, as well as other dissenters from 
the established • hurch, and of all denomi¬ 
nations, to hold cuiumissiuiis in the at my 
and navy. What the fate of that Bill sras, 
everybody knows; liut the government 
of Ireland never told the Catholics, never 
advised them not to urge their claims 
when t^iere was any probable chance uf 
their .success. But the right hon. gent, 
says, that the bill introduced into this bouse 
by my nol\le friend (loid Howitk^ svonld 
not have ^ittiidied the C.itholics, if it had 
■(lusscd into \(iiw, in the form in which it 
was brought forward. 1 do not know 
where the right hon. gent, obtained his 
information, but I dt iiy the truth of it, and 
I say, tint the Catholics did consider it as 
a mcasuic of great consequence; and I do 
say further, that if that bill had been car- 
1, ried through this house, it would have had 
a good efiect on them; and that for some 
time afterwards—probably in the preseiW 
reign—they would not havpi urged their 
claims any ikther. If they should find 



91 ?] 

nn' 9ppo;^fl»y when' tbey ^reJiJcely to 
succeed, woald urge them. Nobody 
will be so ^turd as advise them not to 
urge them; but I do know that the Catho¬ 
lics would have accepted that as a great 
boon; and this 1 state as an answer to 
those who say» that the Catholics were not 
in earnest about the passing of the Bill 
'which was introduced into this house by 
_iu y noble friend j lor nothing can be more 
^'^ufbunded than the assumed fact, that the 
Catholics would not have acceptc^^hat 
bill HS a great boon. From what I iWc 
stated, 1 should have hoped that the dis¬ 
cussion of tliis question will do much good 
in this country ; for instead of being afraid 
of discussing it,sl wish it to be discussed 
as often as possible, and if it were not for 
tiring the hou»e, with a too frequent repe- 
tion, 1 should wish it to be discussed once 
every month, until the ybject of the Catho-* 
lies be gained ; as gained, some time or 
otlier, it will bo. 'I'h* more the people 
of England *under3tana this subject, the 
bett(M'; for then, the more willn'eason pre¬ 
vail over their prejudice, for prejudices, 
at present, they have. I am not saying 
that this discussion will be perfectly suc¬ 
cessful, my right hon. friend has not urged 
his argument with that view; but 1 say 
that the ellect of the frequent discussion 
of this subject will be, to dispel prejudice, 
and that is not, it seems to me, a diliicult 
mutter with the people of England, for the 
people of Jiiigland are a steady, sober, 
thinking people ; a people among wtiom 
knowledge is \ery generally dilfused, who 
have a natural love of justice, who always 
lean to what is fair and equitable, even al¬ 
though it may appear to be against their 
interest—a people who not only enjoy the 
blessings of a free constitutieiii, but who 
wish to extend its blessings to those who 
enjoy them not. With a people so gifted, 
a (teople so blessed, so disposed, it is no 
extravagant expectation that reason should 
conquer prejudice ; and therefore I cannot 
believe that the frequent discussion of this 
subject will have an imfavoi^file ellect » 
on Uie cause of the Catholics ; on the con¬ 
trary, my firm belief is, that the more this 
subject is discussed the more good will be *< 
done to the cause, and the sooner we shall 
arrive at that which is most ear/lestly to be i 
desired, and most strenuously pi omoted, a i 

t crlect harmony between the people of J 
mgland and of Ireland, without wltich I 
you will never be a strong empire.—I say 1 
you will nevr be a strong empire until i 
the . people of Iseland become, as it were, l 


» a part of the ^aish-, 

^ then alone; will you be jdafeod i» tbai 
0 titude 111 which you may securely bid 
- liance to the power of France. -i 

t I,ord in exptaiJation, gaidi 

J Nothing, in the shape of a pledge, or a»F 
t sort of understanding, took place betweaS' 

I the TOvernment and the Catholics, whl^^ 
r could possibly fetter the discretion 
! liaiuent on the subject of the Cath^k 
: cliiims prior to the union. As to the two 
t papers which were circulated among thfe 
I Catholics of Ireland, and which have bedn 
■ coq{iidcrcd as proceeding from the union. 

! it » observable, from the papers thint- 
! selves, they were not intended for the jialS 
lie eye. One of tliese papers is stated tp 
contain a declaration, that those who then, 
and *011 that occasion, retired from the 
imblic service, considered themselves as 
• pledged not to accept any ollicein govern- 
inent, until tlie Catholic question was car^ 
l ied in favour of the Catholics. Where 
can the house see that paper in an authe^ 
tic shape? It was never issued here in 
such a shafie as to make any individual a 
party to it in any regular manner. With 
respect to the other paper, I did state, 
that although that paper was not drawn 
up as an oflicial communication, my lord 
Cornwallis communicated it to the Catho¬ 
lics ill Ireland, as that which was under¬ 
stood Ip be tlescriplive of the feelings of 
those who retired from olfice. Tliat is to 
say, that jiapcr, so coinnnmicated by my “* 
lord Cornwallis to the Catholics of Ireland, 
contained what were sujiposed to be the 
sentiments of certain individuals who had 
then recently retired IVoijt*government, 
who had felt themselves unable to bring ' 
that subject forwaid with advantage, of 
witli any prospyst of success. Bui the house 
will not forget t\t those very genticiiieh, ' 
who, retired from their situations in go¬ 
vernment, because tti.oy could not succeed 
in their object in favo »r of the C’mholio, 
stated, most uneqiiivoc:alIy, that if the Ca¬ 
tholic claims should be urgeil, hostilcly 
»government, those very individuals whO; ■ 
thus retired from^ government, not ‘ 
^would yot support, but would streniiooily • 
oppose' the assertion of such clalthl.';. 
Now, as to tjic other pt^int to wlikh thfe ' 
ri^t hon. gent. hSs alluded, as to the ad- 
miiiisfration of tiie duke of Ikdibrd; hd has'' 
jtold us that he, and not the duke of' Bed^ • 
ford, w^s chirfly instrumental in advising ’ 
this claim to bo made ; and even fie aiS 
iiiits, that the answer of the govci-umeht df 
this country was, that they did not thii^.- 



fibll"fcl^;if tDAde, could be successfb). | of us should think, from tl^^^couduct, 
'^e truth is, that even that administration, 
aft least a grci^t part of that administration, 
thought that the biinging forward of the 
claim, at that time, would not only lie in 
'jurioUB to the claim itself, but geneijally in* 
jurious to the country. J^o that we have 
It dlearly proved, that even that applica 
tioti not only had not the sanction of the 
duke of Bedford, but was disapproved by 
a considci able part even of that adminis¬ 
tration. They thought it an application 
which could not serve cither the claim it¬ 
self, or the coiuitry. ^ 

Mr. Windhum contradicted the staleitient 
of lord Casticreagh, respreting the. mo¬ 
tives which urged Mr. Pitt and his col¬ 
leagues to abdicate the government in 
■l&Ol. . 

' Mr. Yovke expressed'a particular wah 
to know upon what authority the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Ponsoiihy) grounded his 
statement relative to the disposition of the 
Irish clergy as to the future appointment 
of their Bishops; as that circiAnstance, if 
well founded, must serve to remove a prin¬ 
cipal objection to the Catholic claims ? 

Mr. Poizson^i/answered, that he made the 
statement upon the uuthority of T)r. Mil¬ 
ner, svho was a ('athblic Bishop in this 
country, and who svas authoriscal by the 
Catholic Bishops ot Irelaiiil to make, the 

f iroposition, in case the measure of Catho- 
Ic Kiiianripation should be acceded to. 

The proposition w'as this, that the person 
to be nominated to any vacant bishopric 
should be submitted for the king’s appro¬ 
bation ; and, that if the approbation was 
refused, anoll^er person should be pro- 
jposed, and so on in succession, until his 
majesty’s approbation should be obtained, 
io that the appointimm should finally 
rest with the king y* • 

The ('Jtancelhr of the Exchequer. —Sir; 
cbiisidering the latt^ssof the night, and 
the st|te of this question, as it stands upon 
the arguments which have been urged on 
cither side, 1 think it will be nnnacessary 
for me td detain the house any consider-* 
uble length of time; 1 ^sliall therefore com¬ 
press what I have to say upon th/; subject 
' as much as 1 can. The right hchi. gent. 

(Mr. Ponsonbyji, was indignant that this 
auhject should be takch up by a |^eiftle- 
man on the othef side ef the house as a 
partquestion, and he himself disclainv) 
mtty reelings and party motives in the 
d^'cussio^ of it. I can only say, that gen¬ 
tlemen on the other side of t)^ house can 
4{^ave no reason to be surji^isra that some 


that many of them at least ar/^uated by 
party motives; f&r, howevw strenuous 
they may now appear to be/n support of 
this application, made in tfae^ame of the 
Catholics, yet clear it is, that during the 
whole of the period in whii;.h they were in 
his majesty’s councils, they did all they 
could to prevent this very subject from 
being brought forward at all. They thought 
at that time, and they thought justly, tnalc**' 
sucj];<«n application was not likely to be of 
uf^o the Catholics, or to the country; on 
the contrary, that it was likely to produce 
mischief; and therefore they, most pru¬ 
dently and politically, endeavoured to pre¬ 
vent the .suhjert from being brought for¬ 
ward. They endeavoured to prevent the 
only person who was clien desirous of bring¬ 
ing it tbrward from moving in it. 'rhey then 
wanted to withhol4 all discussion upon the 
subject. Why do they bring it foiward 
now? Dothey thipk it more likely to be 
carried now than it would have been then ? 
Or, supposing it not likely to be carried 
now, do they think it likely to be more pro- 
•luetive of good to the cause of the Catho- 
lirs now, than it would have been then ? 

If they thought, only a yeiir ago, that the 
subject could not be brought forward to 
advantage the cause which they are so 
eager to support, what is it that has oper¬ 
ated to create so great a change in their 
minds ? Oh! but they tell us, that al¬ 
though they do not entertain a hope they 
shall .succeed in their application, yet the 
discussion is most valuable, will do incal- 
cuhible good : tli.it the subject is of such 
a iiatuie that it cannot be disiussed too 
much : that the inure it is discussed, not 
only the more it will be to the advantage 
of the Catholics, but the more it will bo to 
the general advantage of the empire. Nuw, 
i wish to know what new lights have so 
improved their vision, as to make them so 
much mure clear-Niglitcrl on the sudden, 
than they were on a fonner occasion, and 
if the case be so clear, as they suy it ap¬ 
pears to't^in, how conies it that the dis¬ 
cussion of it .should have been so long pro¬ 
tracted ? 1 know of no other circnmstauce 
of alteration in the pi-esent period, that 
makes it more convemrait, in iho views of 
the gentle^iieii on the other side, to discuss 
this matter now, than at the time when 
they declined the discussion, except that 
of meir being in power then, and of their 
not being in power now. If there be any 
other new light, except suqji as they have 
derived from being oat af poweri tO'imke 
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them me^mgs more clearly than they 
did when power, I am at a 

loss to di‘>cWer it. Tb^y brought in a bill 
which was s.iid by some of us, at die time, 
to be a meaAire which, if carried, would 
not be satisfactory to the Catholics; but 
we are corrrc^d in our judgment in that 
particular, by the right hon. gent, who 
' nOu^assures us that the Catholics would 
have aheeptcd it as a boon, and yet so 
"^eat was'^he patiiotism of its authors, 
that they con^ted to withdriAV llls^^on, 
rather than that the country shoultTW^, 
the benefit of their sert'ices. It may, un¬ 
doubtedly, be true, that nothing of party 
mixes in this business, but, under all Ihe 
circumstances which attend it, those who 
draw that ronciutionmay be excused from 
the charge of drawing an unaccountable, 
nr even tash, couilusion. 1 lieg leave, 
liowever, to acquit the right hon. gent., 
who has brouglit this] subject fonvatd to 
night, from any desire Lf bringing it for¬ 
ward unfairly j on the* contrary he has 
brouglit it forward in the mosk temperate 
and most conciliating manner possible, 
and I am glad ofi ami happy in, the op¬ 
portunity which is thus ailbrdcd me of 
iiearing testimony thereto.—As to the 
question itself, the manner in wiiich it has 
been discussed to-iiight, and pailicuiarly 
by an hon. friend behind me, leaves me 
but little to say. The opposition which I 
am giving on tins occasion, or which I 
have given to this siihjcct, or any other, 
is not founded on any cliai ge I have to 
make against the Irish Catholics for dis¬ 
loyalty, or disattection to the state. IVor 
shoula it be supposed that 1 am uim'illitig 
to conciliate the people of Ireland, or un¬ 
willing to tranquillize Ireland, or to do 
any thing in my power that appears safe 
to be done, for the purpose of producing 
harmony among ail classes of persilns in 
that part of his majesty’s dominions; but 
my objection has, at all times, been, w hon 
this question has come under considcia- 
tion, this—that 1 do in my conscience be¬ 
lieve, that this measure, if adopted, al¬ 
though intended ever so sincerely for the 
purpose of tranquillizing Ireland, and put¬ 
ting the Roman Catholics of Ireland in a 
state of perfect satisfaction, will nut have 
that ellcct; but that it has a ti^ndeiicy to 
the contrary way—for, in my soul, I do 
believe, that nothing can be more likdy 
to'disturb Ireland, to excite in it, or, vihen 
excited, to increase religious aiumosity, 
than tile adoDfion of the measure now re¬ 
commended to «s; 1 may be mistaken. 




but It »the strong contdt^^l^ 

—4 will treat the argument rtf toe rig 
hon. gent, opposite to me (Mr. G. Pofr 
sonby) as fairly as I can, aiill by that ai> 
gument we have his testimony, that it is 
his opinion the granting what is now aske)!. 
would \iot satisfy the Catholics, and Im 
tells us they ought not to be satisfied un^ 
you have granted to them what he ra^H s 
tlie whole of' their claims upon tlie justice 
of parliamentthat they will be glad to 
have any thing that you will give tiicniji 
^but they will not be satisfied with any 
\ h^ngi short of what they call the whole 
thetfeiaim upon your justice. Do 1 want 
more, in order to justify me la opposing 
this mcasuie, viewing it as I do, th;^ 
this veiy argument of the right hon. ge4r 
tleni^n f He having insisted upon it^ that 
i^his be granted to the Catholics, they 
have still a right to more; that they ought 
to apply, and that at some favourable op* 
portuiiity, they will apply, for more; 
tliat they must apply for more. Whyv 
then, accovding to this argument, if your 
object be to tranquillize the Catholics and 
to conciliate them, this measure will not 
attain that end, for ^on are told before 
hand, that more will be applied for, and 
no doubt we should be told that the next 
claim shall be allowed in order to traa- 
quiliize the C’atholirs, and With no better 
prospect of success than wc have now. 
Then if comes to this, that if you mean 
to tranquillize the Catholics, by granting 
what they usk, y ou must grant them the 
whole of what they think fit to ask. If it 
be your object to conciliate them by such 
means, you cannot stop short/ but must go 
on conceding, mitil you liavc satisfied 
them. The right hon. gent, says, ' that if 
you grant to tl^ f'atholic.s that which they 
mjw ask they wnl be ready to accep^t’-rn* 
leady to acapt itT they will be ready then 
to daiumdu : and up.<n the same principle 
they woulil then be de irous of possessing 
more in proportion to their service‘*iii the 
state, ajid they would say that the measure 
you adopt should coinpreiieud the whole 
their claim, and that they w'ere entitled 
to every thing, because they arc the greitjt 
hnajority, and on the autliority of IHi. 
Pa ley, they would have ^he same foundt^ 
tion in reasui/aiid m argument, to say. that 
the whole establishment should be g^vea 
^p to them, as that which tfiey aia nov 
asking. Yoi^ cannot satisfy them upt 
you go that length. That is to say, 
granting what is now asked, woiitd 
tisfy the Cktholicsi, but would opera^,^ 
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ft itimatoii to greater demands; it would 
^ giving them an a^uraoce that tltey 
' are riglit ui what they are now asking, and 
you would b^^disjiused yourselves imrne* 
diatciy to feel that you were acting un¬ 
justly, according to your ('wii prinLi|iles, 
if you withheld li om tl.eni that whldi is the 
natural consr^queuee of your own doc¬ 
trine ; and tlitietbre, u|»oii your own prin¬ 
ciple of tranqnilliisin^ Ireland, by con¬ 
cession to the (Vitboltts, if you mean to 
act wisely by Ireland, and wisely by the 
whole cmj»ire too, you siiould not attempt 
'‘to procure jroiir tranquillity by hah ps, o*'^ 
by short nica'--ure, hut you should dc^ the 
whole at once. If you mean to sjtisty the 
Catholics by concession, you should make 
up your minds to establish the Roman 
Catholic religion in Ireland, and then you 
will satisfy the Catholic^, but short of that 
vou never can satisfy them by concession; 
fbr, upon your own principle, they would 
be most unwise persons to be satisfied 
with what you now propose. But let us 
suppose, for a moment, that they should be 
satibiled, then it is uliedged, lliut you will 
have tranquillized Ireland. I am not sure 
of that. There arc, in Ireland, those who 
are not Catholics. What are we to say to 
all the Protestant Chuichmen; and lo 
the Protestant Di.ssentei sIt is said, 
that the Protestant Dissenters arc in favour 
of this application. We have testimony 
on the other side of the house to ttie con¬ 
trary, and we have now upon your table 
a Petition to the contrary etlect. We 
have the Common Council of the city of 
Dublin, and we have the eviilencc of an 
hoii. membe* of this house, that we should 
dissatisfy the®Churchmen of Ireland by 
adopting this measure. There certainly 
are many in Ireland who do not think wtII 
of this measure. As ^ the Protestant 
IXssenters of Ireland, w(' do not know that 
they are likely to bo'conciliated by it; at 
present we have no»complaint from them; 
they ^o not appear to coasiiler much 
about the pro.grcss of tlie claims of the 
Boman Catholics.—So imicli, for the pre- ^ 
•eat, for dispositions of the people of 
Ireland, the righ\ hon. gent, would 
take Veiy< ^ort measure uidred of the 'I 
opinions, the sentiments, the (lis{K)sitions ' 
and the feclings*of thi&partlif the united 
empire, if he supposed, that bccausi? there 
we nil petitions agmnst this measure, the 
heqpte of England are not against it! 
fithre is bat one county in Eu^iand in 
wfiich thfi subject appears to have been 
ij^cuswd^ that hr the County'Of Oxford. 


There it was expressly dett^aliied net to 
petition ; but for what reasq^?.—Because 
they felt it to be unhccessarji^thcy knew, 
full ft ell, that the measure pr^osc^ ft'oukl 
not he adopted by this huusfe. ] believe 
ihat to be the acting principle that operated 
upon the minds of the great mass of the 
Protestant) of this country., They are 
silent, because they are satisfied, aiid BSat 
secure in tlie coiuideiice they r«pose in 
this house, that it will watch w’«,h care, th^*** 
constLU'Woiii 'f their couj]^lry,.♦Without tlieir 
ioi'tierence. 'I'liose are the grounds 
which make it, in niy opinion, extremely 
desirable that this measure should not be 
countenanced by this house, at the jire^nt 
inoiiieiit. In niy coascigiice I do believe, 
that if it were aiUspted, it would not pro¬ 
duce any good, but would increase the 
very evil ftliieh it is intended to remove. 

^ As to the articles of the union, which have 
Ix'cn i>re.Shed in'o the sei vice of this de¬ 
bate, it is well kiio^’n th it my noble friend 
and niy.si.lf agre* entirely oii that sub¬ 
ject ; and JVC both agree that parliament 
IS under no pledge to support this mea¬ 
sure on that account; wc .viso agree, that 
under the present eircuinstaiices, vvliat is 
now asked, ought not to be granted ; but, 
why should I not go farther, and say. Be¬ 
cause 1 happen to think, that the country 
would not come so soon into a eonriition 
ill which it may be yirudcnl to entertain 
measures of this kind, as iiiy noble fiiend 
seems to imagine, or rather to t'litcrtaiii a 
ho|>e. Be that as it may, I s< e nothing 
that make.s it adviscable at the prcsmit mo¬ 
ment. What may he the situation of the 
worhl, and perhaps, of this very religion 
itself liereatUT, that may make such a 
measure as this expedient, does not belong 
to any human being to foretell: we can 
only deride accoidiiig to tiie lights which 
vve p«.ssess at present; and here I beg 
to he distinctly understood, that if there 
should lie such an alte.ation in the ailairs 
of the world, or in the nature ol'tbis reli- 
ffiun itself, as to put this question in a 
ditlerent Shape hereafler, then, consisteAtly 
wiih fthall'have done, and am now doing, 

1 may assent to the propriety of adopting 
some measure for the purpose of granting 
what the Catholics may then seek. But 
that is ait event which I do not antici¬ 
pate ; an event which cannot happen, to 
live, without a great alteration of the Opi- 
iimq which I bold at present, although, if 
1 should change my opinion, I shall noadify 
avow that change, withoot dreading any 
oharjipe that may be branght i^iact-idv 
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* ibr incon^^ncy. —I siiall not enter into a 
detaii of inv objecliojis to tbe measure at 
present, shaii tuntent myself with 

saying, most distinctly, that on this ques¬ 
tion, whetlffr I consider it on the ground 
of the time in which it has been brought 
forward, or on its own merits, my vote 
would be tJic'suiue upt>ii all these matters, 
took any one of llieiu separately, as it 
iiot^ns^uiit to be on taking them tuge- 
^ titer. so fiir from objecting to the 

manner 

forward by TITe right lion. gent. . ^ 
think wc are much indebted to him f )!• tliC 
tempci'cince and moderation which distin- 
gu:.siied bis address to the chair. B«t as 


to it, and who may 
should, however, wish to inake some 
servations, if gentlemen arc disposed, 
this period of the debate, hear what],^^ 
member has to olier—it not, 1 shouldhgm» 
biy propose lliat this dc-bate be adjou'l^^dt 
I am «ware that 1 have but slender clai^ 
upon your attention, but .some things h^rm 
been uttered in the course of this debajteji 
upon wliich 1 could wish to make a few 
(/b.servations. 1 should suppose, from a 
ariner has„ ,^«N»?-^!rought | consideration of tJie state ot the house, and 

i-waril by nteripuTionr gent, I j of the argunionts upon this «]ucstion, we 

can ^rdly expect to conclude the debate 
ilPInght; for which reasons I move yoqi 
sir, 'J'hat this house do now adjourii.-—A 


to the inode in jwhich he has proposcil to ! mixed cry of hear ! hear ! Adjourn ! 
proeeed upon the subject, 1 tiiink it would I jourii ? go on ! go on! instantly ensued.- 
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be very objectionable, even supposing 
there were no other objections than those 
whicli I have stated to it; for if with all 
his general ami his .s|AH'iiic knowledge of 
tliis subject, the righi hon. gent, cannot 
trust iiiin.',e!f so far asl to bring forward a 
distinct proposition which lic^will recom¬ 
mend to the house as likely to satisfy the 
Itoinan Catholics, 1 do not believe that 
there is the least prospect, by discussion in 
a committee, of devising a plan by which 
you arc likely to produce the good in¬ 
tended, or any good whatever. And al¬ 
though the right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. 
G. Ponsonby) uliservcs, that this i.s only 
a motion that you .should examine the sub¬ 
ject, that observation bus no weight with 
m»; for if the friends of this measure 
had any ])roposition which they themselves 
thought fit to be assented to, they might 
have proposed that measure without refer¬ 
ence to the supposition that it might be 
opposed by me, or the chance of its being 
supported by me, because the ground on 
which I resist this is, that we have, in my 
opinion, gone already too far in ^nces- 
sionsto the Catholics; that is, that wc have 
gone farther than principle reijuires us to 
go, and that we are arrived at tiiat situa¬ 
tion of things, in which it is our duty to 
make a stand, for the question,i» upon the 
principle. If therefore, 1 do not find my^ 
mind ready to admit that the end which 
you have in view ought to be obtained, 1 ^ 
ou|j[ht not, as far as depends on me, to en¬ 
courage you to proceed in th» mode by 
which you hope to gain it. 

Mr.- Whilbnad —Sir; I shall not now 
trespass on the patience of the house, |rur 
two reasons t first, because it is muc^ too 
late to expect attention; secondly, that if 
it were not, (Imre axe othari better entitled 
VQI-.3CI, 


The Speaker accordingly put the ques* 
tion^ and the motion for an adjournment 
as negatived general acclamation.- , 
Mr. Whitbread then continued:—Iam not 
disposed, sir, to take the sense of the house 
upon the que.stiuii of adjournment, for, to 
myself, individually, it is no great incono 
venience to proceed, because what I have 
to say, i.s but short, and because it is chiefly 
in answer to what has fallen from the right 
hon. gent, who has just sat down, and irao 
is the leading uynister of the crown on 
some occasions; but, who, in connection 
with his colleagues, seems to have wished 
to have passed over in silence this ques¬ 
tion, after the eloquent, the wise, and, to 
my mind, convincing speech of iny right 
hon.' friend ; that silence which followed 
it besfiokc its character, which was, that it 
was unahswerable ; the silence however, 
was, at last, broken; lest ministers should 
appear to the world incapatydof giving it an 
answer; but it is extraordinary that such an¬ 
swer should come, not from the minister 
who is hostilerk ,it one wliom I believe to be, 
in his heart, frierlily, to the moasurjit But 
although the right hon. the chancellor of 
the exchequer, and a noble lord in the 
other house of parliament (lord IJawkes- . 
bury), are averse- from granting any con¬ 
cession whatever to the Catholics, at aiw 
time whatever, yet the right hon. gent, wpl- , 
give me leave tq toll him, that notwith-^ 
standing the present plenitude of his pow¬ 
er, thc^time is coming, and it is not v«^ 
distant, wIicb the Catholic claims wil|.^e 
conceded, aud that perhaps, unanimously; 
or something very near it.—But, it hasbeWn 
often said, and said very wisely, ^ecauSe ' 
truly, (hat governments never will 
good sense by experience ; if yhat ca^ qe • 
said of any gov^ntueptin thi$wptrld,it^^ 


relll>esai(iQftb«.goverdmeitt 9 ftluscoun‘ this senseless anstrer been g%i« in this 
0, this riiiy. Good Gbd \ when we look house upon other occasions, ai|b' how oi‘tcn 
jack at the history our own coitntry— has the absurdity of kbeen explpscd! Hovr 
srhenwe look ahthe reign of Elizabeth, with often have we heard in discussions upon 
ser great constitutional advisers—when we the abolition of that detestabU traffic, the 
lee that in that spirit of concession so Slave I'rade, which was so long a stain 
fnach of her power consisted—when we upon the eliaractqr of this country, but 
lee that the unfortunate Charles refused to which, thank (iod, is no longer so; but 
concede in time, and although he conceiled how ofn-n, 1 say, has it been said in theio 
afterwards more than was askid of him, discussions, ' you will kindle a -in 

his concession coming too late, lost its the birasls of the negroes, atrd it you* 


ms concession coming too late, lost its me mrasls ot the negroes, airJ it you* 
traloe, and he lost-his life—when, I say, ili-mltJ^rnr^-iJ jn V(i u&^jiect,»Tt' ihe Aboli- 
we contemplate these things, and look at the African Slave^ I'rado, which 

•vhat is passing now before us, what. 4 iliiiH,j^e trust in (iod you w'ill not, but if you 
We fray of the obstinacy of those niinisfers i should succeed in your object, there will 


who refuse to entertain the present appli¬ 
cation? One ri^ht lion, gciit. has thought 
Gt, to night, as well as at other times, to 
chastise some persons in this house for act¬ 
ing upon party s|>irit. That right hon. 


be OF general massacre in the islands; for 
the negroes will be coiitept with nothing 
.short of total tmancipation—such will be 
the ix'sult of your liumaulty.’—^\Ve now 
.see how seii.selc«s all that species of-rea¬ 


gent. and myself have dillered a gooa soiling was ; if indeed reasoning it can 
deal in debate.s in this house; I have voted Ge called. The adjjiinistrafcioii, however, 
(jften, pretty uniformly, on the one side ; in whose time that gpiorious measure of the 
and he, a.s often, and a.s uniformly, on the i Abolition of the SI .ve 'fradc was acconi- 


other; and that, pi:rliap.s, withoiuj either of \ 
iM being a party man in the reproaciiful 
S«n.se of that word. But .whether i ought to 
be denominated a party man or not, I ow'ii 
that 1 have w'hat may be called jiarty feel- 
*ag.s; that is, 1 preter ene set of men to 
another set of men, because I prefer the 
princi[>les of one set of men, to tho.se of 
another, and 1 have no difticulty in admit¬ 
ting it to he my opinion, that party feeling 
should exist in this country, and that we 
should all act as party lucn, in resisting 
the measures of others, when we are con¬ 
vinced that such measiiies are injurious to 
the true interests of our country; and 1 
have, ill th.it sey.se of the phra-se, acted as 
B party man, and have voted with those 
whose principles appeared to me to be 
founded on the boht maxim.-'or our consti- 
■ftition^ men wh6 have f.lled a considef- 
<ble space in the public eye, and whose 
talents have often been admired in this 
house, .w'hcrc they have been strenuously 
and honourably exerted fur so many years. 
Gutr ministers profess much earnestness fop 
the true principles of religion, and they 
must know that • the service of our Maker, 
is perfect freedom.' And yet they desire 
Vou not to discuss this subject 1 • t>o iK>t 
aitfeass this subject-,’ say tlicy, ' you should 
not attempt it, becau.'<e you know, that 
whaf you ask cannot bfc’ granted. You 
will dimppo int the Catholics Iw it; and 
iititat wilPbe the coiiseijuenc«?’of that dis- 
dpp^ntment ? Rage in tho breasts of the. 
Cataolics.’—Good God I how ,often has 


plislied, by, a virtuous perseverance in 
J their object, gained their end. They were 
iiiillifiil to the cause which they espoused, 
nor did lliey remit their labours until they 
had finished the great and good work. But 
the lion. gent, opposite (Mr. Wilbcrforcc,} 
who took so leading a part in that aboli¬ 
tion, cun now sec, in that administration, 
nothing but party spirit! Tlius, the very 
men w ho w'ere allowed to he perfectly coii- 
si.steiit ill their support of him in the Aboli¬ 
tion of the Slave 'IVaile, and allowetl to have 
genuine feelings of hunianity towards the 
African negroe.s as their fellow creatures, 
if they presume to express a fellow feeling 
for their fellow creatures in Ireland, are 
now to be charged hy him with agitating 
a dangerous question upon party spirit.— 
[Hear! hear!]—If that hon. gent, does not 
say so, all 1 can say is, that 1 am in a 
dream. lie will give me leave to .say, 1 
firmly believe thpt what he did on that 
occasion was from tin; pure spirit of doing 
good to a large portion of the human race, 
ai.d at the'-same time to do a great good to 
his country. The right lion. gent, who has 
moved this measure in ttii-s hou.se lo-iiight, 
. did it from the same motive, and if 1 sup¬ 
port that motion, from what the hou. gent, 
may choose to call party spirit, what tlien ? 
if it be, as I think it is, of advaniage.to the 
cninire. I think it e.s.sential to the general 
’ int«)i'est of the empire' that the Catholics 
shoul'd know there is, in this house, a party 
that has not dcscrU'd their cause, and that 
there is no recriminating ,pr kurious spirit 
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:he hoose that is hoStHe to 
their interes^by provoking an intemperate 
(Hscus-ifun or their elatms, and furnishing 
their opponents with an excuse for deny¬ 
ing to do thAn justice ; for in that respect 
iny right lion, friend who brought this 
subject forwartl to-night, set an example 
worthy the imitation of any gentlemen 
may choose to take part in this de- 
bate ; as to the mode proposed for 
’Vutufc pro^^eding, 1 own I diller entirely 
from the la.st, 

and wlio has .so .strenuously ohje.:rt<'(j' i.; 
this measure, for, by this mode, no fetters 
will lie fastened on the future discretion of 
the house as to what shall be its ulterior 
proceeding. Should the house go into a 
coniniittee, it is perfectly obvious, that It 
must be open to every member of that 
committee, to propose whatever he may 
think fit. I think it essential that the Ca-« 
tholies of Ireland shoijd know there is in 
this house a coiisideranle body of persons 
seriously attached to (iieir interests, and 
bent upon pursuing such inkircsts with 
temperance and moderation, and at the 
same time with persevering firrniiess. But 
the right hon. the chancellor of the ex- 
cheriner says, that when the late adminis¬ 
tration were in power, they kept this sub¬ 
ject back. This is an extraordinrry charge 
to make upon that admini.stratioii, and the 
quarter whence it comes is still more ex¬ 
traordinary. A bill was brought in by a 
noble I'riond of mine (lord Howick, now 
earl CJrey), it was violently opposed by 
the right hon gent.—we know its fate. 
But what has happened in the interim be¬ 
tween that time and tlii.s ? Is it not well 
kiiow'n that that right hon. gent, is pos¬ 
sessed of his present power from that very 
incident ? Is not that the seat on which 
he sits ? Is it not the pediistal on which 
he stands, when he harangues us, ot when 
he endeavours to inflame the vulgar mind 
with the cry of ‘ no popery ?* Wa-s it not 
the platform on v\ hicli he erected himself 
when that uiischievous yell was echoed in 
those parts of the country wliicit are inha-«| 
bited by the constituents and connections 
of that 
liirious cry 

vour to answer, and to allay it? But it 
seems, that while 6ur friends were in ad¬ 
ministration, and the duke of Bedford at 



not brought forward in its pre.scnt sli^e 
Theduke of Bedford is a nobleman of great 
Abilities aiii^ virtue ; his actions plead for 
him better or any other man could 
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do, who 

The system of policy which hie ado]^te^. 
and pursued in Ireland, was the olily 
that can ever succeed theft.—A systci^^. 
of conciliation; and the arrangement' 
that part of it, which more iinmedifiteljf" 
relntocT to the claims of the Catholics, 
turally devolved upon my right hun. friendT' 
near me, (Mr. G. Ponsonby) ; his charads"^ 
U r, cumiecliutis, and, above all, his com*' 
inanding taiout.s, pointed him out as an, 
eniincntiy fit person to whom to entruj^, 
jtlic c are* o f that important object But 
t>;jv^:j«i'lRy^oblc friend brought in the biHi 
CO u hicli I have alluded, the right hott , 
gent, opposite to me, considered it as a' 
‘ tub thrown out to the whale,' when oj^.. 
fered to the Catholics, with a view of sath^* 
fying them; but mischief attended it, 
ji?id, in every otlier point. I say it.waa 
justice only, to the Catholics, justice which; 
even my lord Clare liim.self wished the^^ 
to have in the year 1793. It was then tha' 
right hon. gent, raised the cry of ‘ no po» 

' pery,’—•' The church is in danger/ 

‘ The constitution is in danger,’ * Tbs 
‘ empire is in danger.' Tliiskthc right hon;. 
gent, did, I will not say, for time-serving 
purposes, but 1 will say, that if such haa 
been his object, hi? conduct could not pos¬ 
sibly have been better adapted tor the pur* 
pose. Tlie right hon. gent, now assumea' 
an original independence of opinion upon, 
this .suryect. Mr. Pitt was in favour of 
the claims of the Catholics j does the right' 
hon. gent, mean to say that he ever dif- , 
fered from Mr. Pitt in any one shade of 
this subject ? No, 1 am bound to suppose 
that he did not. I am bouisd, by his ac¬ 
tions, to suppose that he difi not. But the 
noble lord (Ca.stlereagli), a cabinet coun¬ 
sellor at theaitinie, did pledge himself to 
t^e Catholics of Ireland to obtain fuj^them 
redress in the event of the union taking 
place ; although he now maintains that 
there was no pledge to that effect; that 
the union was for political purjiosBs only, 
to givsf us greater power for resi.sting the 
common enemy. But the right lion, tlia 
chancellor of the exchequer, and the hon. 

r. Wilberforce,) who 


right hon. geiit. ? And when that 1 gent, behind him*(Mi 
:ry is raised, shoukl we notendea-] has nef party prejudices at all, have asked 

what difference there i^between the pre¬ 
sent time anti th<t of 1H05, so as to render 
the ^iresent application on behalf of the 
the head of it, in Ireland,'this subject evasi Catholics necessary ? To which IHnswer; 


there ^8 a ^reat difference. In the first 
place, there is a great difference in the ^ 
public opinion upon the subjArt. Vfbaii 
the bill which has been so ollen alluded to. 


. VrtiSibroujjht info’ithU lioase by my noble 
'■ -fifteml, so little danger was apprehended 
from that if it had not been for the nb* 
. wrviitions of the right hon. the chancellor 

■ of the exchequer, it would have ivholly 
passed wilhont obaervation. It would 
nave passed into a law qirietlv, and* won id 
have quieted its objects, if it had not been 
for the cry which the right hon. gent. 

' raised nguinst it, and that has thrown the 

■ nation back a century in the scale of liberal 
opinion. In souie places, however, thank 
Heaven, the object w.us totally disappoint 
ed. But in others, the yell In'^’catW'^i- 
iuendous, and prejudices were rekindled 
into fmy. Surely the right hon. gent., 
upon reflection, must shudder at the eflect 
of his own work, b’or niucii of the mis- 
rbief created by this cry wc have the au¬ 
thority of a learned friervl of mine, whonis 
no longer a member of this house, but who 
was once an ornament to it, and whose 
brilliant talents and splendid eloquence, at 
once convinced and delighted us—1 speak 
of Mr, Plunkett, whose sj eeehsupon that 
subject, in this houMswill not be l(>rgo(t6ii, 
while they live, by those who heard it. 
He told us the ini-cliie's produced by the 
restless spirit that raised that cry or ' no 

* popery.’ Would iheVigiit hon. gent, set' 
down the authority of Mich a man as Mr, 
Plunkett, uj.'i n such a subject, as iiotliiiig 
at ail ? And upon lids subject a galjant of¬ 
ficer (Mr. M. jMattiiow) spoke also most 
correctly, and willi very ju.ilifiablo anima¬ 
tion. ’ihe right Ikhi. gent, may think 
that this cryoi ‘ no popery,’ isthe genuine 
sentiment of the penpieot Kngl.ind ; now, 
upon that p;»iit 1 will take Westminster 
against NorthSiiipton—At Xorthciini.ion, 
indeed, the cry of ‘no popery’—‘ ehmch 

* and king for ever,’ liicl, i;>'eif elU'ct, no 
doubl—But at We.stmiijAer it iiad none 
whatever; and the right hon. gent will 
hardly eontiuid tliat there is more intelli¬ 
gence in hiort Inn'll plot) than there is in 
Westniinstcr, Wiili the enlightened part 
of the eommunity that delusion if done 
away. And ihedincussioii of this question, 
if it took place from day to day, would soon 
open the eyes of the public, and we should 
hear no more about ‘ popi'>h plots,’ or ' the 
church is in danger.’ Mr. Fox said, that 
the moment of delusion frofo fanatici.sm, 
was passed away never, to return. Mr. 
Pox w&s a man of the most transcendant 
talents that ever, perhaps, adprned human' 
•life, but in this he was no prophet. *' When 
he*'said fois, he little thought that hi$ 
majesty's attorney general, an oificer 
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whose duty it is to check, nit to create 
fury in any of the king's suweeta, would' 
have lent himself to the worlctof throwing 
the vulgar part of mankind into a species 
of fanatic phreiiay, and then Ivail himself 
of it for the purpose of obtaining political 
power. And therefore no wonder that 
Mr. Fox, from his unsuspecting nature, 
W.1S not a prophet on this occasion. ,Bdt 
the right lion. gent, has told us--'ih3t the 
Komaii Catholics will not be s'J.isfied with' 
i wha^,^^ffS^vgMii"T'^'l‘'~ jj" thriTii for 
are coming on perpetually to 
'^demand one privilege after another. It is 
your fault, that they arc left to come to 
you from time to time, to demand more 
and more justice at your haiuLs. But the 
right hon. gent, says, that if you grant 
what is now asked of you, you must go on 
until there is nothing left to be granted. 
cThis might as well have bceen said in the 
year 178S, and irt'the year 179.‘J, wlien 
some things were Ranted to the Catholics, 
as at this moment.'' It is an argument, (if^ 
indeed, it is-not dignifying it too much to 
give, it that name,) which would have done 
just as well at any period, as it will do 
now, because it goes against granting 
the Catholics any thing, at any time ; and 
if it even were true, would be a satire on 
tlie legislature for every thing it ever did 
for the (Jathoiics. But it seems the mode 
here proposed, of going itiio » committee, 
is objertionable ; that you should not go 
into that comiiiittec unless something 
specific were, pointed out to be done j 
that we should .say, before hand, wbat is 
to be done ; and thus it is that the .sponta- 
ni'uits Petition of UO.OOO persons shall be 
|i:issc<l over, instead of being referred to a 
coiniiiitter, becau.se it is apprehetulcd, by 
some, that you may do something too 
little, ibr the Cathoiic.s, and so displease 
them, or, if you plea.se, you may, possibly, 
do sonietliiiig .so far too much, as to di»* 
plea.se others; Uien, I say, this is reason*, 
iiig in favour of going into a committee, 
because there you will have an opportunity 
of discussing what will, or what will not 
sati.sfy the Catholics, or their opponents; 
otherwise yoti may as well say that the 
whole of your penal code against the Catho¬ 
lics should have remained entire. Upcui 
the reasoning of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, you were quite wrong in what 
yffi granted to the college of Maynooth 
the .other day—that grant, pitiful as 
think it was, was yet too much, for, if he 
be right in his argument, it should 'not 
have been granted at all.v iNay, upon hie 


reasoning should rescind altogether 



the grants ^ich the legislature has, from 
time to tiiiiaftnade to*the Roman Catho' 
lies; for they are the source of all their dis¬ 
contents. All this, I say, i*s false reason¬ 
ing, and I hope this house will view it in 
that light, and that you will go into a 
committee upon this subject, to inquire 
IS best to be done. We shall then see 
whatTThahe friends of the Catholics wish 
to do, aitS^f you find they aim at too 
much, you But 

do not say you will not hear their Putitio..', 
ibr that is the course now recommended 
to you by those who oppose it. But the 
right hull. gent, says, that if the RoilTan 
Catholic religion shall be changed at any 
time, be shall then be willing to consi¬ 
der whether any thing farther can be 
granted to its prufesors. What change 
dof.s he want? Does he w'ant the Pope to^ 
become a temporal noi,-entity ? If that be 
the change he wunts,}that change is al¬ 
ready etlcctcQ. But, ‘ tl.;^* king should have 
the nuiiiinatioii of the Catholiubishops, in 
Irclaiu], instead of the Pope.’ That again 
is, in substance, oflered to you ; for the Ca¬ 
tholics propose that the king shall have a 
negative upon every one of them, and that 
none shall ufliciate as bishop who shall not 
have obtained the approbation of his ma¬ 
jesty. 1 know not whether the right lion, 
gent, calls that any change in the religion 
of the Catholics or not, hut 1 think it ought 
to quiet his apprehensions. As to the ob¬ 
jection which has been started against the 
Catholics having commands at sea, lest 
chaplains of that persuasion should be ap¬ 
pointed, and that they should throw the 
crew into confusion by endeavouring to 
make proselytes, 1 own 1 see nothing in it 
—the chaplain will hardly wade through 
.blood aiirl brains to settle controversial 
doctrines—sailors will hardly ilcbifte on 
board a .ship, upon the question of, whether 
the Tinny Nine Articles ought to be 
agreed to or not ? Nor do I apprehend that 
soldiers in a camp will debate the question 
of Whether their chaplain ought’to be ca¬ 
nonized or consecrated by the Pope or 
not? These arc difficulties which are 
started for their own sake merely. But 
that which almost astounds me, and must, 

1 think, astonish the house, is thi profound 
silence to-night of a profoundly learned, 
and sometimes not a little coniident, ri{At 
hon. gent. (Dr. Duigenan); surely theg^s 
something ominous in that silence. He 
was introduc^ into the privy coancil of 
Iceland for the purpose of giving his opi¬ 


nion on Irish 

does be now withhold valiitlb.ie>\q^ 
nioii from this house ? On former occa^ 
sions he has been abundantly conunttBie; 
cative, for we all remember that in apjamti 
phict of great length, as well as learniitg^ 
he, soirte time ago, spoke of the Catbolig^ 
in such a manner, that some persons con?^ 
sidered what he said as open calumny^ 
aiiti among tho.se who so considered tlt^ 
were a Judge and Jury acting upon their, 
oaths in a court of justice, lor the pub* 
lishcr of that pamphlet has been convieteitt 
for language used in th^ 
pamphlet of that learned and, now, righi^ 
hon. gent.—But this question seem.s to mef 
to be of great imi>urtanec in another poiqyft 
of view. 1 mean as to the eilcct of yo^ii 
refusal to take off the sliackics of the 
^onian Catholics^ You say that you cett- 
^t believe them upon their oaths when 
they swear fidelity to your constitution., 
and ask you to trust them to fight in its 
defence. They say to you, ' Por (Jod's 
sake let be tree, that we may iight.for 
you.' To which you answer, ‘ No, you 
aremo.stiinreasonaWemen—What! doyou 
want your hands untied 1 How dow'e know 
what use you will make of them if we do 
untie them ?’ To vriiiclt they may subjoin, 

‘ Take care that you do not make us break 
nur chains ourselves, for if we do, that will 
take, aw'ay every claim you have on us for 
our assistance, in the hour of peril,'— 
There is one thing, however, at which I 
am able to rejoice in the consider.itifui of 
this .subject, that of our having entirely got; 
rid of a Inig-bear ; I mean the Conuiuiioii 
Oath. There is nothing whgiever in the 
true spirit of that oath, vi4iicli militates, 
against the king’s as.sciit to any measure 
which the twjj. oilier branches of the legis¬ 
lature may» prt lent to liis majesty in 
favour of the Roman Calholic.s. Not one, 
even of the most strenuous o|)])uneiits of 
this measure, will now talk of the Coro¬ 
nation Oath; they are beaieti outmf it ; 
they a^c ashamed to mention it againt 
LThat is one of the advantages which have 
^arisen from the discussion of this subject.. 
But it served one •admirable purpose fiar; 
•the riglit hon. gent. : the purpose of clec-« 
tion—an’iiisuit to the good sense of thte. 
people of thS country. * But the i«.$alts 
whiclfyoii have ojlercd to the Catholics of 
Ireland have liceii still worse. Wha4 couitf 
more galling to them than tho late apr 
pointmeht of a privy counsellor, who » 
marked .out for his singular hastilityato^ 
them in every particular. And then again> 
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vj%^annerin nrliiah th« Petition was oh- 
, ject^ to in point of form when first offered 
, to the house was calculated to make the 
most uulavouiuble iaipresslon upon the 
minds ot the CaUiolics. Nothing could be 
more wounding to their pride than the in¬ 
dignities which have of la(e been* studi¬ 
ous!]^ oftcred to them. In rhe year IHOj 
the Colbolics pctilioned parlinnent. The 
result we know. In the year 1 s()7 they 
did not petiti'-n. 'I'hey wore advised not 
to petition. Why <li(l 
advice ? lleeau^e they 
party that adviseil them. 

• ciliation in every act oradininrstraliol\ to- 
wui’ds them. Relying on the faiili of go- 

. TOi'nment, they abstained from petitioning. 

, They found themselves again, on the sud- 
' den, disappoiiiied, and in the year 180S 
nothing is left for them, but to petitirgi 
again, in order to be heard. But you say 
tliat this fpiestion should be .so decided 
to-niglu as that they may be discouraged 
from ^^!pcal•ltlg their application. Do you 
wish to drivo them Ir.an this,,house for 
ever ! 1 entertain no such thought. I 

, hope, and I confidently trust, that this sub¬ 
ject will perp<-tnally recur until it shall 
become sucoc!»ful. I do hop»> ihat the 
Catholics will come before us (Vom lime to 
time until they shall become siicrcssful 
in tlieir appUeatioii. Let me intre.at this 
house to remember, that in Ireland, by 1 
know not what fatuity, concessions have 
always conic too late. Not too late for 
any good effect, but too late for the 
inUmtied effect, that of satisfying those 
to whom it was miide : neither should 
the huu.se feirget what dian Swift said 

• of Irei.md, wLich, if true, accounts for 
the discontents of its peojile: ' That 
it is a country which has^aUvays bet n 
pillaged atitl plimdereil.’ /•Wemeuiber the 
wort^ of JMr. Jvleii when be w’as enter¬ 
ing on his mission; ‘ That the emergency 
was so great, the time so short, that he 
could not go home, hut had a post chaise 
at the door of the house «)f commons.' 
This is an instance of the necessity of dis¬ 
patch. But do you take care that you do 
not delay this subject so long that the Ca¬ 
tholics may, at last, refuse to receive your' 
messenger when he shall arrive with your 
concessions to thfem ; for tht time is ap¬ 
proaching fa.st when you must do al'l they 
require^ 1 see the right hun. the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer appe^ars indigiuuat* 
9 t this. 1 wish to know on whbt terms 
th(t* difiSnr«nt members of the king’s go- 
Ternment ai% with each other upon mis 


« 

subject. 1 know that the di^ of Port¬ 
land, is, nonnnally, at the be^ of the pre- 
.sent administration.* He wai^nce a stre- 
nuou.s friend to the Catholics. Is he true 
to his point ? Is he ‘ the son of their 
table uiul are they ‘ planets that are 

not able, without his beams, to shine ?’— 
But to conclude ; I wi.sh to know whether 
it w'ould not be better for all partiesjjr‘1^** 
we should go into this coinmitj4Jfe''r No, 
•saj's the chancellor of the excl^^Iquer, you' 


liiey follow that shouU Jf iSI Lfl!', " * -fay j/vj/i satisfy the 
c.inlided in the Catholics but the absolute furiua- 


cstablishmc'Ut in the (Jluircb 
of Ireland. No, says the noble lord, for 
thif> inijuiry will lead to the enumcipation 
of the Cutholics. To which I say, not ne¬ 
cessarily to eitliei ; lor the committee will 
not be bound to adopt tuy one measuio 
which may be proposed. They will only 
jiave to in(|uiiv. into the subject, for which 
rea.son I shall hearjily volc'tbr going into 
a comiuittee upon >:bis important question. 

Colonel UuUlm.on rose, amidst a ge- 
ner.d call f/>r the question, and, having ob¬ 
tained a hearing, spoke to the following ef¬ 
fect;—Sir, I think it not a little extraordi¬ 
nary, upon a subject of such vast importatico 
to the Ii'i.sli nation, mid to the British em¬ 
pire, that gentlemen are so anxious to eome 
to a decision upon the question, that they 
will not allow every one to deliver their 
.sentiments upon it.—Sir, it i.s a subject 
which, in the present momentous crisis, 
calls most imperiously for the sentiments 
not only of the Irish members, and tho.se 
of the British representation, but it does 
also demand at least .some notice trom the 
government. It is therefore with very 
great .surprise, not unmixed with regret, 
that 1 have not heard from ministers any 
one argument against the claims of ffec 
petitioners; but what has created in my 
mind greater surprise, and made more iin- 
prcssioii on me, is, that not one British 
member has condqjiccuded to oiler one 
single argument against the Petition. I 
takq, it for granled, therefore, that they 
have none to offer—if they had, an appeal 
for amelioration and protection from tour 
millions and a half of your fellow subjects, 
would not be met with silence, is this 
the way, ! ask, in which you mean to pass 
it oyer ? ISihould hope not. I should hope 
that you w'ill not let it go forth to the Ca- 
tfeilics of Ireland, that upon a petition 
stl lipg disabilities (ukT grievaiAes, which, 
as subjects of the empire, they labour 
under; and praying that liiose disabilities 
might be removed, yov dismissed these 
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claims, in si^sUce, bat wii; give some ^a:> 
(Ibvr of reason for the dismissal. If mini* 
stafs and thv English ^members on their 
side of the house are determined to per¬ 
severe in silence, and give a silent vote, I 
claim, on the part of those English mem¬ 
bers who wi.sh to speak, that they may 
retire and meet again j perhaps the late- 
iffir-Sof the hour [five o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing] dfstj' have indisposed them, and pre- 
ventod thei.‘ from delivering their senti¬ 
ments. I lio^ of 

the united parliament. It therefore inu.,.' 
be desirable to adjourn and meet again, 
wluMi the subject may undergo a full and 
anipie discii'>sion ; for never let it be sjfid 
that the house assented to so di.'igraceful a 
proceeding ns treating with contempt the 
great majority of the Irish nsfion. 1 shall 
tberefoi'o move. Sir, “ that the house do 
adjourn till this afternoon.”—^’Phe question 
was again loudly called for. 

(I'caeral Monlitgu j^tuthev:. —Sir, I am 
sorry to find ?liis house anxious to come 
to a tlivision on the question. . 1 .I am also 
concerned, that, notwithstanding w'hat has 
l)i'en urged by the right lion. gent, who 
so ably, so eloquently, and so liberally 
brought forward the clainT.<i of the peti¬ 
tioners, the house is determined to meet 
iliem with a silent vote. After the very 
handsome manner in w Inch that right hon. 
gent, has, on the part of the. Catholics, 
slated their readiness to vest in his ma¬ 
jesty the .supreme authority of uomiiiating 
their bishops, I sav' I shotild liavc hoped 
this lion.se would have gone into a com¬ 
mittee. Ireland, however, has nothing to 
expect from the liberality or justice of the 
unitf'd {'arliament. [Ilere lord Castlc- 
reagh sniiled.] 1 aifl sorry to see the nohle 
lord laughing. He has, 1 assure him, not 
miu h eau.se lor his mirth ; for there is not 
an Irish county, town, or borougli, thM has 
not rejected him. The Irish people dis¬ 
own Inin. I should not have said so much 
of the noble lord, il' it had not been for 
tliat laugh of scorn which he exhibit¬ 
ed. 'i'he question, sir, i.s a serious ono, 
and I do know there are many geiitltnien 
who think dilforeiitly from the noble lord, 
and wlio wish to speak upon the subject, 
I hope therefore that the house will agree 
to adjourn the debate. '* 

{{. Martin .—I trust the bouse will 
jjield to the motion of niy honourab^ 
friend. 1 knew' niany Irish numkvis 
would sneak, »f the debate were adjnu: li¬ 
ed ; ana the^ can throw new Irght upon 
tise »u Inject. • 




The question fading 
the house divided, when there 
For adjourning the Ikbate - - MS 
Against it jIL - jjgg 

Majority against tlie adjournment--IlWl '^ 

iitrangers were not re-admitted into .i 
gallerybut we understand that, after 
speech of some length from col. Hutchin-' ‘ 
son, ill favour of the Petition, the question' ^ 
was again loudly called for, and the house 
divided upon Mr. Grattan's original mo¬ 
tion for referring the Petition to a Commit- 
[ tec ; when there appeared, 

* gtrtll^ulo a Committee - - 128 

Aj^iust it----281 

Majority against the Petition --153 

I’he other orders of the day were then 
disposed of, and at six o’clock on Thursday 
morning the house adjourned. 
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liwj^agp he used in future.-~-The above sure ; but I have peculiar satisfaction in 
witness was examined at considerable claiming for this question, iiv the success 
length by Messrs. Tierney, Whitbread, of« hich I have been so long and so deep- 
Stephen, and J^lcn. The purport of his I}’ interested, the lull advantage ol his 
testimony went to prove, that the Orders high authority. In other respects the 
in Council had not been attended wiVh any postponeiiicnt has been extremely advan- 
of the ellccls he had expected would have tageous to the discus.sion bf this night. 

, resulted from ihein upon the continental To myself it is a source ol unspeakable sa* 
trade; at the same time he persisted in tisfaction. I know not what maybe the 
declaring it .'IS his conlimied opinion, that feelings of others; no language can,cx- 
' of such eilects they woiihl sooner or later press the tlilhirenfe^q^j^my own sensations 
be ultiniatelv p'l'oilucliie.—'Ihree iiion at the jirescnc nonr, iroin those Viith 
witiiessts wciv examined, thet* which, only a few dajs siiuo, 1 should 

tunise resumed. have brought this subject forward. 1 al- 


HObsK OF l.OHDS, 

Friday, Muj/ 27. 

[Romav CvTiioi.ic 1’f.tition.] Tht or¬ 
der of the day being reuil lor taking into 
consideratifiii the Petition of tlie, Homan 
Catliolics of Ireland, presented on the I2ih 
of April, the, s.iid Petition was read by tlie 
clerk; after which, , 

L',ird Crcin itle rose and sjiokeas billows : 
My lords; I am now to bring before your 
lordships tlie important .subject of the Pe¬ 
tition which has just been read. I am sin¬ 
cerely Sony if its postponement to a later 
day than tliat wliieli 1 had originally pro¬ 
posed has produced ineouvenience to any 
member of this house, especially to those 
whose character and functions mus^i give 
them peculiar inleresl ia this debate, 
whiciievtr side they may think it their 
duty to espouse, 'i'o their wi-dies I would 
gladly have shewn that attention to which 
they arc so jvell entitled. Put, for the 
sake of tin; caT!..c <*utru.->ted to me, I was 
bound to ennsuit akso the convenience ol' 
others whose as'.istanee on .such an occa¬ 
sion could not but be anxious to obtain. 
1 Id^vo still, however, to regret the absence 
of one noble friend of mine (earl (.Irey), 
whose eloquence is so well calculated to 
adorn »j:rd to enforce any opinions wiiich 
he ht>nours with his support. That ab¬ 
sence is owing .solelv to tin; same domastic 
circutn.stancc wliicli would before iiavc 
prevented his atteiidaiico. He has parti- 
^mlarly requested me to state this fitct, and 
to declare to your lordships his full and 
complete cuncurreiice im'he ifiotion which 
I am about to offer. A ijeelaiation vfliieh 
Jbe was desirous that I should make, in or¬ 
der to obviate the jiossibilily jif inisreprc- 
wntation; but which was wholly u'bneces- 
aary to those who know his character. 
From an agreement with him on tiny sub¬ 
ject I must always derive the greatest plea- 


ludi to the ellecls already produced by 
tlie recent ••liscussion of this niatter in 
another assenibiy. Prom that discussioii 
a dawn ol’ better iiopi has risen upon the 
advocates of t.liis great rau.se; and wc 
enter on the duly of the present day with 
the cheering confidence of approaching 
to coinph’te success. I s|)eak not merely 
of the brilliant talents, and dignified mo¬ 
deration, wilb which the question was in- 
trodmod ; these wa re anticipated iVoin tlia 
person w ho projiosed it. The manner in 
which the subject was discussed, the state- 
meiils which its agitation produced, and 
the impression which has been made upon 
the public mind, must lead to the mo.'-'t ex¬ 
tensive and beneficial consequenct s. I 
am confident, that the happy inilueiice of 
that discussion will extend itself to this 
place, and that we shall all emulate that 
temper and moderation, that patriotism 
and wisdom, whicli are at this hour the 
liienic of every longue. Those certainly 
who sec no other .s'afety to their country 
but in conciliation and union, will be pe¬ 
culiarly careful so to ipeak and act on tlij.s 
muiiiorable occasion, as it becomes men 
pursuing sucli a purpose. To inyscli' I 
trust n« fresh iiicltcmenl was wanting for 
this determination. Three years ago, the 
temperate and conciliatory manner in 
which I then brought before you the same 
qHe.sti(>n, was acknowledged even by its 
^warmest rtpjioneuts. Such was the con¬ 
duct w'hich 1 then felt due, not only to my 
own character and to that of the peti- 
'tioners, but also to the dignity of tlte great 
cause which they had entrusted to me. 
/rlow mud! more is it now due to those 
flattering hopes' of approaching success 
wlfch animate all my exertions, and 
' bri||(l\ten all the prospects of my country ! 
No sentiment, no word shall fall from me 
that can impede the happy progress of 
conciliation : nothing tha^ can revive the 
memory of past auitnosities, or inflame 
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those passions which wc have, 1 trust, al¬ 
ready consigned to etc i nil oblivion There 
art, 1 know,"among th?! warmest friends of 
conciliation, some who disippiovcd the 
choice which the pititioneishave made of 
thi time at wiiith they come bitoie you 
Charged withjncscuting then Petition, I 
deemed it improper then to expitss iny 
opinion on this point They weie thi fit 
test judges of their own iiiterrsts, iiid in 
]a>ing tiiiir giuianeesbtfoit you at then 
own St isoii, they txci isf d the undoubted 
ii^,htof Biilisli subjects In the bis sis- 
aion o( lilt piesciit pn i iiiiiit, 1 hid, in 
stitiiig to this hoiist the m lu i il sitii iMon 
and piospettsof tlic i iii) iic, pointtd *uut 
to till new ministcis, istluii most indent 
duty, thi 1 oiieili itioii of flu gicitniissol 
till pioplt of Iiilnid But I addt d, th It 
winic J recommended to fht goviininent 
to meet, ind titn to intiiipitc, the ui, 
soiiibli wi lies’ of that body, 1 wished on 
thi other Iniid, to iinpicss upon tin (i 
tholiis tlicnrschis till jntiuitisni and the 
wisdom ot foibeiinici liars counsel I 
bit justified inolhinig isatiiid and 71 a 
Ions, though liitlicilu iiiisueetssfiil, idso 
1 ite ot till 11 I uisc Of thin intuitun to 
ipph to vou in i'll jiiisint sts ion 1 w is 
not infoiinid until the i< sohitiun w i uiopt 
td , hid 1 111 (n (I iisuhi d 1 might piohi- 
lily hi>p thought It hi thill inliicst to 
discoin i^i It tlu cvinthis shewn how 
gieitly 1 should hivi been mist km 
Yt t IM n then I should h i\e h U soin ilil 
(uult\ 111 di ti iininiii^ loi otlui^ i<|iiistiun 
of sue II nnpint an c to then mtiicsts, ind 
so much (It pi inlin^ on lot d 1 in ninsf me is 
I \ci since till I nion, tin best ind wi-cst 
linn of that pusuision line tihoinul 1 1 
diliti»,d)l} to fi\ tlu ittentioii of tlu 11 
fellow subjects su ulilv on pulianunt, is 
till le^itiinitc soinct (1 iieiy j^ol tn il 
buicfit tlu nntii ol li^ht mil gemd 
wiiiuth whuh cheus mil mmIus thi titi- 
piu llu nninteii nil I ot tins si ntniunt 
is ot tin lushest nnpoit nice to tlu iiiiblii 
wclfaie This It Is th it iu)iiii^(s tht fii 
quint icncw d ol these ipplu itioiis to tliii 
unitid legist nun It is the 1 bji e t 11 our 
enemusio diuctlu ( nhohe tidespnr,| 
The indt noui ot oui fiiuidsnni 11 c tocn 
com age, by fuqueat mniifcstjti nis of th 
gum mg dispositions Ol lli - cr nti v, his tii 
coufidenee ofiiltimite indlupi01cbin^suc¬ 
cess M my new t luumstanci s h id jnisoi 
aiisen to influenec this qiustion nhti 
the situition ot Irel mil, noi that of tun pc 
had rem imcd uiichangi d dm ing the last 
twelve months? Tht rapid 1 evolution of 
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this awful peiiod outrun the flow delibe^f, 
tions of a temporising and timid polMJW;; 
That metsuu winch was, befoVe «<p€tfl<j 
ent, IS now become ncccssa^ for the eoiliw 
mon salt ty I et it not bt delayed tmlU 
it can bi no Ion »ei uss tnl All the dal»* 
geis, which it is call nlated to aieit, are ad 
this moment impending o\ei us—all thh 
niischitfs wh rh its suspeiisiou iggravate* 

— dl thf t vils w Inch its. refusal m ly lendo# 
iircnifdi ible— nc fast wcu nul itmg upon 
the Biilish empnc The lines of circtnd- 
iillition ire closing loiind us Every 
p«it a j.’i?'Apeisbnicd tooui (oninuue. 

I VIly nitiiin iimed agunst oui cxistetiA}, 
llu k utiil boui ot ti al is upon us, le- 
<|Uiiiiig ill WI <an comii and ol strength, 
an I [lowti, ol I OUI igt, tneigy, md vntue, 
Sh ilj we eomplnn, if in sui li i moment 
^ui fill )w siibjetrts i,,am de lu to defend 
OUI (oiiuiioii ei uiitiy—i an emu it tf at 
tluy in ly |)n(ikt in oin exiilioiis is they 
must sinu i in dmgi 1 — nd leiuw their 
supplieitioiiI 1 iiinstibens dnioui cause 
anil till iiV, now in ilu '< tv uu ineiit when 
the tiumnil u soinling tor tlu battle ^ 
Tluyhivi also flesh nitUmity Ui adduce 
in siqipoit of tlu I u juisi—powerfiil atl- 
socttis, whose Mid till tins hour has 
iitvii yd hi 111 * 1 (d in their behalf 
Long h IS til it nnlii| py d unliy heiu dis- 
tnclcd liy uli,,iou iiiiiiio->i y 'loo 
inmli^i 1- iiliil wi f ini I'y tohii th 4 t 
i niu ill II 11 to one < 1 1 s ot oui (oiiiiti j mcli 
iin„ht to otli'^'is lie m ittei ol ollentc and 
ji dotisy 1 V 11 m ih it st ite no other 

i OUT St vissife IS 11 nil w is ho loui able, 
lilt tint 111 cijuil 11(1 nnpii'iil justice. 
But tins diflitally is now mnined 'Ihe 
Pi le t n sof luhiul disfu the i jual of 
those tliM nlities whit 11 bliH Utaili upon 
tieii I ilhoh hic hien No longer con- , 
laiiiig th 111 < M tveii to i l’-*ndly 
ni iiti ilit\ ill V s inn f iw ud in btli df of 
their fi 1 I w sill jit s, in I of tlun tonntry. 

In djit 01 null < un 11 sof lie'mil they 
li lie ti stihi il jinhlK I > tin 1 in\i(tjffii the 
smci»s ol tills Pitiiion Ihty -ohose 

II hts till sc e\i hisioiis wiu siipjiosnl to 

I lotc t, til V whosi mon ji ly tht v were 
inti 11(1(1 t) I'ijh id, tiny come foiwaid 
now md intuit you to c'ttnd to the 
wholt I Ol ui Moil (I y< nr km doni the in- 
estipmlt ill off’ (1 (tjinl liyvs A tii- 
cmnstiiK of laimo t d h 1 mm to theip- 
siUts —\ pidl (, I trii t ot I istiTig union 
ti tliejr damn I nth i tht i tiieuni- 
slantth, tlnn, (f 1 (sh mdud in i* aid in¬ 
ert asid till, ui i eintnt, wi 1 new i.ip. 
ments to youi wisdom, wuhuewclaioi 
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(ippti.your justice, the Petitioners repeat 
tlietr appeal to tlus great assembly. And 
t|te experience of the last three days has 
cemfinned ihei?'anxious hope, tiiat the dis¬ 
cission could be productive only of ad¬ 
vantage to the public interests.« The 
ipotioii whicii 1 mean to ground upon this 
Petition is—to rei'er it, witlioul delay, to 
conituiUec of tlie whole house ; not that 
lhave myseif a.iy doubt tliat wo ought to 
comply with it at once, and to its full ex¬ 
tent; but because it is above all tilings 
desirable tliat tlie whole subjoj^fi^slioiilil 
be lully and ileliberately rfiv^ti^itfd. 
WhencviT tliis great measure shall be 
ado|>led, let it not bp one of hasty and in¬ 
considerate concession, on which the pres¬ 
sure ot tlie limes shall stamp the character 
of weakness; c.xamiiie in detail all the 
bearings of the question; look into tlit' 
whole situation of Ireland; satisfy yonr 
own judgments, both as to wlial you 
ought to grant, and at what, period the 
concession should he made.. (Jraat it be- 
cau.se you think it just to be claimed aiul 
fit to be conceded, not merely because vou 
feel it dangerous to be withheld, (a.nsider 
bUo with what measures it ought, to be 
ticcorapanied, what couj'sc of policv is ne¬ 
cessary to roiidcr its benefits clllctual, 
what new safeguards its adoption may re- 
tjuirc. bar from w i.sliing to endanger your 
constitution, the Petitioners declare them¬ 
selves ready to support it at the hazard of 
their lives. T.o its security this measure 
will above all others eflectually contribute. 
But ii by any additional suggestions jea¬ 
lousy can be .satisfied, amrfear allayed ; 
if in doing ih'is^great act of ju.sticc to the 
Catholics, you can at the same time gra¬ 
tify and benefit every other description of 
your subjects ; that will iiftieed be work 
Worltty of statesmen and Icgidators. Tlit'se 
arc the enquiries on which I propn.se that 
the house .should enter. Questions of 
more i^xtensive policy can never be sub- 
piitted to your wisdom, nor a wider fii'M 
opehed to you for promoting the'public 
happiness. Do not refuse to yourselves so 
glorious and nece.ssary.;:! ta-k. Let it not 
be reproached to you in the hi^itory of 
your country’s calamitie.s, that yonr torpid 
Xndillercnce, or gionndlejs af prtlien.sions, 
swflcrcd an opporttmity to pass away whicli 
BO repentance could alierwards recall ! 
‘■you have indeed been told that ti e sup-' 
pprters of this cause exaggt-rate' the ef- 
fe^s of a |j-w remaining dLsqualifications; 
that we speak of their removal with all the 
Bogfideacc and ignorance^ of empirics; 


proposing it as the ofie inarvellous and 
universal remedy fqr all the, long-conti¬ 
nued evils of that country. Tlie reproach, 

I am cuntideiit, is iiiil'ouiided. Such senti¬ 
ments we have never entertained or utter¬ 
ed. Very dillereut, at least, are my views 
of the extent of policy necessary for the 
peace and union, for the good {foveriiinenk. 
and liappine.ss of Ireland. Vou cjtnnot 
reusoiiaiily expect all these inestimable 
benefits from a .single act of justice. It is 
much easier to forbear from further injury, 
than to remedy the mischiefs of past op- 
pres.Mon. “ The evil that men do lives 
afte,'’ them.” 'I’he consequences of mis* 
goveniment will long survive its authors ; 
tlie elli-cts of religious animosities will ex- , 
t(‘iid their iiiflui nee througli many gime- 
rations. Let us apply our.selve.s, we can¬ 
not do it ti>o soon, to aimiiiilale the last 
Tcmnaiits of a destructive system. Bui 
that state of your (.oimtry which has re¬ 
sulted fVoni it, will not so.,speedily be 
chani’ccl. The feelings of niutiial distru.st, 
the retnemhlaiice of mutu.il hostility', alt 
the long-clnri'.lied oll.spring of a whole 
code nml constitulioii of intoierance, these 
will yield only to tlie gradual though cer¬ 
tain operation of a wiser and hajipier 
policy. Our first re.sohnion .should he to 
comply willi tliis Petition; to removi^ 
every remaining civil disability on account 
of religious lieiief. Tliis is tlie louked-for 
and natural consequence of the union; 
this is necessary', if not to redeem your 
plighted faith, at least to satisfy the just 
expectations whidi you then created. 
But this inii.st be a part only of a laige 
and coinprebensivc .system. It was so 
considered by that great statesman, now 
no more, (Mr. Pitt) of whom 1 never think 
hut with the warmest ailection, respect, 
and a{hniratioii. Our opinions on this 
.subject were not only in complete unison, 
but I may truly say they were formed to¬ 
gether by mutyal communication, and un- 
re.served confidence. The plans which 
were thendn cnnlcmplatiuri emliracetl the 
whole ecelcsia.stlcal state of Ireland ; its 
religious cslablislunciits, if such they may 
be called, in all their varioifs branches. 
They included, in the first instance, luea* 
^vures of c* nsiderable benefit to the estab* 
li.shed churcii; calculated to promote both 
it^ioiioiirand its advantage, and to render 
'ilT|f I may use the expression without of* 
fened) far more adequate than it now cau 
be to the purposes for which it was pro* 
vided. A short statement ^ill convince 
your Idships what ampfe occasion this 
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matter alone alibrdfi for the exercise of 
your wisdom and libesality. By accounts 
which have been pablishecl, and have not, 
as far as 1 know, been disputed, it appears 
tiiat two thousand lour hundred parishes in 
Ireland are now consolidated into little 
more than eleven hundred benefices; of 
wln'ch reduced number more than a tenth 
part are absolutely without churches, and 
not four hundroil have glebe houses. 
Surely your Idsiiips must see, in Such a 
state of things, better means of assisting 
tlie established Church, more satisfactory 
measures to be taken for the encourage¬ 
ment of the Protestant religion, than«by 
any laws of exclusion or intolerance. Nor 
liad the situation of the Dissenters, by far 
the most numerous iVotestants in that 
country, been overlooked. • Measures 
were in contemplation for increasing the 
provision vvhicji the wisdom of govern-* 
inent had long since granted to their mi- 
nisteis. Tlif»*>fi measijre.s have, I believe, 
since that period, been curried into elfect; 
wlietlier wholly or in part, I iTm not pei- 
foctly eei tain. The state of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland, administering to tlie 
spiritual wauls of lour millions of your 
people, had al>o been an object of delibe¬ 
rate consi<ler.ition. Much has been .said 
risen here of the inlluenceof thc;ir bi-^hops; 
and in a former deliate even in this house, 
great stress was l.ud on the dangers of a 
Catholic hierarchy. If you tolerate the 
Catholic Clmrcli, which is episrojial, you 
must of course allow it to have its bisho|)s. 
But it is m«|ucstioiiably proper that the 
crown should exercise an eliccliial iiega- 
tivc ov«‘r the a[)pointme)it of the persons 
called to execute those functions. To this 
the Catholics of Ireland declare themselves 
jicrfectly willing to accede. ’ The precise 
mode of giving cllect to the prmriple, 
will best be .settled by the wisdom of par¬ 
liament. It is fit matter for discu.ssioii in 
.such a committee as I ])ropose. The de¬ 
claration of the Catholics on this subject 
is ail miqucstionablc proof of tkeir solici¬ 
tude to meet the kindness of their fellow-* 
subjects, and to accede to any practicable 
means of removing even the most ground¬ 
less jcalou.sics. As such, I rejoice that it 
has been made, and 1 see with •infinite sa-S 
tisfaction tlie just impression which it has 
utlivensally produced. To me it is ilot 
new. I always felt the propriety of \^a- 
viding for th/s point. The experience of 
other countries proved both its expediency 
and its pradficability. It formed apart of 
thb plans intenaed to be brought ibrwar J 


at the period of tlie Union ; antfwhat'Wiji^', 
then knew of the sentiments of the 
tholics respecting it, left no doubt uJioH*";-- 
our minds that tlie rnatfer might tre’" ■ 
easily and satisfactorily adjusted. ' 

vision was also intended to be made fot^ 
the decent and neciissary subsistence of 
the Catholic clergy of that country. More^ 
than tliat they «lid not a.dv, and even 
that they were unwilling to receive in* 
any luanner that might tend to sejtarate 
their cause from that of their comm unity.’ 
The pp 3 ,*y ijp^ of this .st^'p rests on grounds’ 
of policy ami reason, which will not, I- 
think, be que.stioiied even by the warmest 
adversaries of the present motion. Mubh 
as wc must regret the error of llioir faith, 
desirous as wc must lie that tlie light • 
refoitnation may by the progi css of know¬ 
ledge bc dill’used 6 vcr that people, wc can-* 
imriorget that there is in Ireland a rapid^ 

Iv increasing jiopiilation of above four 
millions of Catholics. What legislator,' ' 
what Christian, would wish, either to leave 
sucli a pco[ilo destitiiic /d religious in-' 
structioii, or to place^their teachers in ab- 
.solute depeudance I’oV their bread on the 
voluntary eoiitributioii of the [loorcst pea¬ 
sants ? bn this [Koiiit I believe all are 
agreed —1 mention it only as one of the . 
many measures wdiich call for inquil'y Srid 
adoption. Many of the most plausible 
argumfnts auainst (be pel ition.s ot the Ca¬ 
tholics are drawn from their objections te - 
the Oath of Supremacy. Tins matter, alsd, 
it is much to In; dcsirbl that your id.ship» 
sliould consider in detail. It is generally 
and greatly misapprehended ^in this coun¬ 
try. We are often told that *C.ilholics re¬ 
fuse to acknowledge the same obedience 
to their sovereign which he receives from " 
all his othe? subject-s. The charge Is^ 
wholly groiindle.ss. Tliey recogni^, 
you do, in the civil governnient ol’ their 
country, all temporal power and authority.' 
Their uniform and repeatetl declusations, 
the pledges they have ain ady given, the ,, 1 ^ 
oaths fhey have already ti.keii, ought to ' 
satisfy you fully on this head. If more s,^' 
cui'ity be necessary, let it be exacted} biit -;4 
•let yonr measure apply only to that for 
which it professes to provide, the authov 
rity of your<!ovej:eign ahd the .security of 
your*govcinnicnt. 'Ihe oath, as it now 4 
stands, includes'a question of ipiritual ' 
supremacy, foreign to tho.sn objects. Tlio ‘J 
cliurchfof England itstdfdocs not acknovwi - ^ 
ledge any such supremacy in t^c crop^n. 

The king, acting by the councils, and OX- - 
crdsiiig the ppwers which the laws have ' ^ 







fnYejd him, is indeed in all matters ecclc- 
^tical or temporal, supreme. But he is 
a6'as a civil raaj^istrate only. lie is not 
spiritual hftad ; he is not, if I may so 
(Repress it, the pope of the church of Eng¬ 
ird. Sucii a claim was indeetj once 
maintained by the c:i[>ricious despotism of | 
a prince whose wildest imaginations it was : 
not always safe to is sist. liul the wise and 
virtuous men who laid, after his decease, 
the true foimd.mons of our church, admit¬ 
ted no such autliorily in their sovereign. It 
exists not, tlierel'ire, in the church of Eng¬ 
land. Of the o'liiT esi.ablisInfiiTTtiltch of 


this united k.ngdom, liie king is not in any 
sense whatever acknowiedgeil aa the IumH. 
The same temporal ohedience which both 
tltesc Protestant churches pay to their sove¬ 
reign, the Cat!i.)iics ackin.wlodge alsoi In 
all matters of civil gowrmmait, even of 
that mixed nature, in which eccles'astical 


and civil jni'iadicliuiis arc coinliinid, 
they submit ihemaclvcs without rc-icrve 
to the supreme authority of the king, 
in this pariianicnt as h gislilol, in other 
councils as civil governor of this empire, 
lu the spiritual hdhil of their church 
they acknowledge, as all the subjects 
of^ this realm formeil^y acknowledge.d, a 
apiritual authority c( ntined to (|ucstioiis 
faith, rile refonnation h is taught us, 
that for that spiritual authority there is no 
warrant in the princi[dcs of our religion. 
But this is a question purely of religious 
belief; in no degree atlecting that abso¬ 
lute duty and undivided allegiance, whii h 
oor Catholic fellow-oulijccts, in common 
.vi'ith ourselves, owe and pay to the person 
.and goverinrtent of ilieir sovereign. In a 
tomniitlec you may place this matter in 
Its true light, and bring it to the unerring 
tdstuf experience. V\ itli tlTatview it was 
S(Sht«ded, at the period to which I haver-so 
bften referred, to submit to parliament, in 
heu of the oath ol supremacy, framed as 
Wo all know for the purpose of exclusion, 
a new' form of oath, calculated to unite, 
'.not to divide our people. That oath would 
have contained an explicit pledge ofsup-t 
port to the established (Constitution, and the 
moap express disclaimer that cou!^ he dc, 
of any interference w-ith his raajc.sty’s* 
.Illegitimate and * undoubted o sovereignty.] i 
-^Whatever words may'bc most efilcctua/ 
vpr this purpose, let them be adopted; 
proviife the fullest security that jealnus>» 
.^llself can dictate for that w'hfcli we are all 
■ .^ijoally fipxious to defend: and let it then 
■he sc^h whether the Catholics of Ireland 
to concur i.^ sijeh declara¬ 


tions. There is yet another subject,' the 
consideration of which Was designed to 
accompany these infpoctant measures. It 
IS not indeed exclusively connected with 
the situation of the Catholics, but it is an 
iiiseparable part of any cumprehensivo sys¬ 
tem fur the good governrnept and happi¬ 
ness of Ireland. I mean the matter of 
Tithc.s ; a question us delicate us it is im-‘ 
portant; and into which, therefore, 1 will 
not now enter farther. It was carefully 
considcrcid at the period of the Union, and 
w'as intended then to have been brought 
forward. It came again under discussion 
when I had last the honour to serve his 
majesty ; th% greatest attention was given 
to it by the noble duke who at that time 
represented his inaj in Ireland; and ti-om 
the result of both delibcration.s, I am con¬ 
fident much may be done upon it, greatly 
.‘.o the advantage of llie cliurcli, aiictof the 
country. The groundwork of every such 
proceeding must be laid in an inviolable 
respect for the saj^red rights of property ; 
one of the; p..ain pillars of security for all 
that we enjoy of law or liberty. 1 have 
thus cnumciated, liowevi r imperfectly, the 
various measures with which the great 
statesman, of whom I have spoken, always 
meant to accompany the proposal for the 
repeal of every civil dlsqualifu alion which 
still attaches upon religious belief. (Ireat 
and important safeguards they were, in 
my judgment, for the civil and ecclesiasti¬ 
cal constitution of the realm : wise and 
salutary provisions for pruiiiuting the inte¬ 
rests of religion, for extending Ihe beiieti- 
eial influence ofourreformed and establish¬ 
ed church, for conciliating the warmest 
aflection.s of a people whose various inte¬ 
rests and feelings were thus consulted, and 
for insuring (as far as human wisdom can 
Insurnil) the success of a sy.stcin of uni¬ 
versal and unicseivcd benevolence, I 
know of no other means adeijuate to such 
purposes; and *lhe good cHects even of 
these would, as experience has but too 
,'iaiiily shewn, very much depend on the 
spirit in which such laws should be exe¬ 
cuted, and the temper in whi(!h such a 
government sbould be administered. If 
any, farther measures connected with this 
extensive question, measures either of Ip- 
cal or of general advantage, of additionsd 
emiciliation to Ireland, or of iqcretued 
s^uriiy to cur civil nr religious establish- 
mlifts, were in the contemplation of that 
wise and good man, I knew them not.' ^.1 
have, no doubt that I enjoyed hi? fnjl 
confidence on subject. But it' 
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such intentions were communicatipd to any 
other person, let thein*bc stated to parlia¬ 
ment with the same explicitness. His 
name will rccoinihend them to your at¬ 
tention ; their own inerit,» if they were 
his, will infallibly entitle them to it. 
What I ask i^oijly that you .should enter 
fully info tUe cliscu.ssion of the subject. 
liOt it not be uinlerstood that you are de- 
fcM-mined to leave Ireland in its present 
Male. Astaiust that part alone of the 
hole population of your empire, let not 
the doors of parliament be closed? and a 
harrier established of perpetual and iiTC- 
vocahle di.stinctions. W'hatevcr he ^lic 
result of your deliberations, much be¬ 
nefit will he derived from tlic mere 
examination of these (jnestion.s. Many 
asperities will he softened, many un- 
Ifiunded jealousies allayed. Much un¬ 
easiness has beeii excited by your appa- 
mit unwillingness oven to look into the 
situation of tliat great |iortion of your 
follow-subjects. (Ireat ’gooi^^will there¬ 
fore ho done whenever it is known that 
3 'ou are seriously eniployed in consulting 
tor their hapjiines -; seeking to reconcile 
the prejudices of others, ami to satisiy 
j'our own iippreheHsions; atul at least 
endeavouring to extend to four millions of 
IJritish subje,ctSj the full eiiioj-mcnl of the 
Ih'ilish couslitution. My lords, these arc 
questions which w iil force themselves upon 
our thoughts. \Vc arc placed in a s'tnal ion 
such as no country has «-versecn since llie 
commenceinent ol‘ tivjliz ilion in Kurope. 
So iiiucli power has never beiore been 
directed by so much inveleracv’, against 
the exiiitence of any sta: e. No jieople has 
ever had so much to lose; nojie has ever 
been ihreaicned with a greater danger oi' 
the loss of all. Every former peril of our 
own huslory shrinks into nothing ii? com¬ 
parison with the present hour. No con¬ 
federacy ever Formed in Europe posses.sed 
so great a force as is now tonibined 
against us. We have, no recourse as for¬ 
merly to the sujiijort of othet powers. 
Their strength is annihilated, their inde¬ 
pendence lost, and even their wishes are 
ibr the most part alienated from us. We 
cannot look with any hope to the divisions,, 
of dur enemies. The whole ‘’power of’ 
Europe is grasped by a single hand, and 
directed by a single will; wielded excili- 
sively against this ‘ country, and pom^d 
wltlt undivided energy at the sole object 
of . our destruction. In this great and 
crisi.s,’ w^jat is proposed to you ? 
^O't~to despair of your country—God for- 


im.^nomnn 

bid! But'to apply yovirselres to 
means of its defence. That when we. j: 
thus menaced Irom wilho^, we iztay 
least be united within ; that if we ’ 

for no extreme aid, wo may not-cleprivo, 
oursel\%:sof any part of our own resources jy-' ‘ 
that if we cannot profit by any divisions of 
our enemies, wc maj' not ouraelves be! 
found, in the hour of trial, a divided people.! ' 
The magnitude of our real danger the miut^. 
of mail cati sc.irccl}’’ grasp. Jb> not addi, 
to it by visionary alarnts. Our enemy is, 
tbnuidvbla^vitliuut example. Against liiin*- 
and not against your own couiiiry'inen,, 
cull forth tlie w'holc strength and energy, 
of the empire.—All may yet be iitsuChf' 
cieiit. Jjut if wk then fall, we shall he re» 
verenctil even in our defeat ; and if vire 
concjher, that triumph will be tioubly glq., 
rtous, which i- at^iirved hy tin; union of^ 
fn:e people. To the exultation of present 
victory it will add (he conlidcnce of per-* 
iiiancnt .security. Tlii.s i.s a policy too 
plain aiifl ,ob\ioiis to be argu d. What 
i.> there that can prevent its adoption ? In 
some former jienotU, danger might have 
been apprehended from the Catholics pf 
Ireland, if king William, against the 
whole tenor of his li<e, and in oppo.^itiui to 
those piiiieipleswliic h »;«)iHiitute the glory 
of liis i liaraeter, conMenied to measnre.s.of 
mtolerancc in ireb.nd, he iiad at least thq . 
jiloaol Votorioii.s disatiectiou. In the 
of evt ry Irish Catholic his govcnimeni was 
an u-urpution. The same opinion may 
have opt ralcd in a less degree undersuiQp 
of his immediate surctssors. lint does it 
now c xiNl ? Tlio very fain^y is extia*r' 
guished wlio.se prelen.^ions«wcre oppose^ 
to him. Iftiiose |)rcieiisions could be now 
revived, docs^iny man believe that one arp^ 
would at this day be r.iiscd, one 
heard, in their support ? The claim is 
an end ; the danger has ceased ; the very 
circumstances in which it originated 
forgotten ; and your jcaloubic.s aloSc sur¬ 
vive ! ^las any fresh gromul of appr$^. 
honsion since arisen ? None is pretended!^’ 
^Are w'e threatened with any practical iilj.. 
convenience from rliese coin;cptions ? 

AV'e hear only ol imaginary theoiies o,f gA 
veriimeiit, of fixed and immutable 
jjIcs of our ion,i>litufion, which must,.Jf 
tscems^! for ever wjthhold its benefits 
these Petitioners. Dreadful .principles,”'if 
*sucNinast b^ their ^ellect !—Hard npqei^ 
.sity, wlfleh is to raise an eternal barrier' 
against four millions of your stbjet^Cjl- 
knotv' of no such principles undg'r smy 
form of governiDcnt; much Isss are 
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coinpatih’c with the docirines of a free tion, on which our commbn rcdiginn rests, 
constitution. All logistatirc bodies arc cxpre,ss!y commanchi the ’contrary. AH 
bound to accoi^modafc their laws to the history disproves the assertion ; our own- 
«p1c ohject.s lor which their power is given daily experience confutes it; and our 
—the safety and happiness of the comma- conduct in this very case itself, is incon* 
nity. It is their duty to exact nd more sistent with it. The government of I'rance 
than those interests ref|uire ; to Ii'avc mi- was not subverted by Sully ; her nrmies 
touched all thatcan he enjoyed consistently were not betrayed hy Turenne. Among- 
with them. Times and seasons, (he mind the very troops with which our great deli- 
and dispositions of men, the slate and con- verer rescued us from civil and religions 
♦dition of nations, must regulate the exer- tyranny, were bodies of Catholic soldiers 
cise of this authority. The principle.s of and Catholic oflicer.s. He trusted them ; 
moral justice are alone imm^*#h».; the they justified his good opinion. Such are 
regulations of political society must Hue- thcclfbctsof just and liberal government, 
tuate with the chance and changes of bu- tliciVnits of confidence in iionouriible and 
nian events, with the circmustanccs of conscientious minds. \W ourselves have 
national character, and the objects of civil tw'o established Churches in this island, 
institutions. But let those fixed aiW mii- Are they labouring to subvert each oilier 
versal principles be exs^mined in detail. What niutnal persecution ever Kiniiled 
What are they ? First, that the sovereigd greater niiiiiiosity than once existed he- 
of the.se roahns must alway.s he a member tween them! What Christian charity 
of the religion established liylavv. Where ever exceeded the harmony in which they 
is this principle found ? Inthe llevolution now live together.’ Whafr convulsions 
The Revolution placed upon your thr.me did their hostility''occasion in this coun- 
a sovereign who was not a member of the try ! What miseries did it not jiroduoe in 
Church of Imgland. 'J’he Revolution, and Scotland, so long as either endeavoured to 
the tw’o .successive I'liiotis, have csta- force upon the other its own establishments 


4lishcd umler your piesctit sovereign, and 
in this his united kiirgdom, two .separate 
Churches of d itierent persu.asions. In what 
maimer shall he euiilurrn to hotli ; or how 
shall ho I'ullil this new obligation^ which 
purports, w ithout warrant of law, and by 
an impracticable condition, to fetrer bis 
(ronscience ? Tlie Act of Settlement pro- 
titles lliat the sovereign of these realms 
shall not he a Catholic; and this provision 
both the Uitions have confirmed. But 
iH,is.is matter <1f positive enactment, not of 
general principle. It originated in an oc¬ 
casional,Though very imperi^)us necessity. 
^ aiUfhorizes no inference beyond the ex- 
pjress provision of the law itself. It aflbfds 
no warrant for the second of these pre- 
tiedded universal principles, which purports 
to.apjJly the same exclusion to all partici¬ 
pation in the legislature, and to share 
j[n. the councils of the state. On what 
ground. indeed is this contended ? From' 
i^rgument, or from aifalogy ? From the 
l^torv of other countries, or froni'our owrl 
^ifjcperieiice ?, Is, there no difference be- 
,4w£en 'he authority of a sovereign, aiub 
duties of his subjects ? Is it an Eternal 
that all persons diflering from the 
.i;cligipn of the state,.mii.st ijecesiarP^ he“ 
Awous to overthrow its government ? 
j|j!^yhiicli*actua(ly been found the conse- 
toleration ? Ko sect of Christia¬ 
nity inculcates ^ucli a dut^'.' The rcvcla- 


and doctrines ! What advantages have not 
resulted from their Union ever since 
that wicked project was mutually aban¬ 
doned I In this respect at least, the prin¬ 
ciples of the revolution were those of reli¬ 
gious conciliation. The revolution did in 
Scotland much more than we arc asked to 
do in Ireland. It established in the same 
island with us, that Church which had so 
long cherishi-d an inveterate hatred to our 
reformed episcopacy. We have since, by 
a Holenm act of Union, made the same 
Church a member of our own kingdom. 
We have received its disciples into both 
liouse.s of parliament, and admitted them 
to evtvy civil and military office. They 
have sat upon the wool-sack ; they have 
filled our chic^.seat.s of justice, and all the 
highest stations of our government; they 
have led our fleets and armies to victory—. 
with liow much benefit and how much 
glory to the empire ! Is it on the Catholic 
alone that these universal principles at¬ 
tach ? Does his belief alone inspire irre- 
concilalilc hostility to every gbVernn^t 
in w'hich ^nis Church is not established? 
Where then were these eternal triitfctk, 
v^en we admitted the Catholics of Ireland 
to( command of Teginienta and fort¬ 
resses ; w’hen we opened to them the'gtieiit 
ina.s.s of the civil offices of their couifir]^; 
and above all, when w'e imparted to tfim 
the elective franchise,' and b'td.tbeni 





in iiie choice of our own legtsiatiu'e i It is 
too late now to .erect ^ur standards of ex¬ 
clusion against, a.part of. the constituent 
body of parliament^ and to treat as aliens 
the members of your own family. If you 
consider them as brethren and fellpw- 
citiaens, admit* them fully to share and to 
defend your constitution; if as irrecon¬ 
cilable enemies, repeal your past itnpro- 
^vident concessions. Their present state is 
inconsistent with both opinions. I trust 
we shall not on this day hear again of 
the exploded calumnies of last year—the 
very remembrance of which is disgraceful 
to Uie times in w'liich we live ! We shall 
not again be told that four millions of our 
fellow Christians disclaim the obligation 
of an oath ! that four millions of our fel¬ 
low-subjects think it lawful to depose and 
murder their sovereign ! That these opi¬ 
nions form a part of their religious creed,' 
arc inculcated by pious and enlightened 
teachers, aiiff, received by a whole ccin- 
inuuity, iuclurling men sf as high birth, 
as extensive knowledge, as liberal educa¬ 
tion, and as tried loyalty, as any of your 
lordships!—You do not believe it. If you 
did, should we at this day be arguing 
about their exclusion from a few remain¬ 
ing ollicesf Should we not rather lu’. con¬ 
sidering how to defend against them the 
very first foundations of our society ? How 
£ould per^ms liolding such opinions par¬ 
take even of the low est functions of go- 
verument ? TIow indeed could any go- 
vernuient whatever be adiiiinistered to 
them ? To argue such a question farther 
at this day, would be to insult your under¬ 
standings. Yqt mu.st 1 not omit, in justice 
to your fellow-subjects, to remind you how 
often Uiey have disclaimed these horrid 
tenets. Grateful for the opportunities you 
have afforded them, they have subscribed 
to every test, they have signed every de- 
claroition, which you have provided, to 
vindicate their moral character. Is any 
man .still unsatisfied? Judge them hy the 
testimony of their accusers. Did the au¬ 
thors of these laws believe that the Catno- 
l|c disr^ards the sanction of an oath ? 
Arc the supporters of this code at this mo- 
sincere in the same opinion? On 
v^hat security have they rested their whol^J 
;^atcm. qf exclusion ? Why does not the' 
Catfmlto {?eer this day claim at your t^le 
i[up< hereditary seat<—the commoner a/ail ’ 
, Itimsel^ in the other house of the suiThfkes 
Itk countrymen ? What in every other 
Une of Jifer* denies to the people of this 
j)enqnston;CVei^ just olyeqt of high and 
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laudable Ambition? What ei^ bUt 
dreaded sanction of an oath, which 
scientious men of every faiA are equalljr ji 
afraid to viutaic ? Your laws are tber^fdlf<f^J^j 
nugatory, if the charge be true; . 

unjust are they, if they themselves-sip- 
founded on the knovvle(/ge of its fal^!^- 
hood ! Every part of your present system • 
is indeed c([ualiy incunsistont with any'*^^ 
belief in these atrocious calumnies. 
the religion of a Catholic teach him 
treason and murder may be commandeq 
by any.^bliman power? Why then have^ 
we trusted uihm so far? Are such men 
to fill our army and our navy, to hold' aff 
but the liighe.st commissions in our servib^,'^ 
and to execute almont every civil office 
Such monstrous incongniiiiesare unfit evefk* 
to bo discussed in this assembly. Sucif’ 
jccu.sation can sefve only to inflamq 
fws.slous of the lowest and most igiiurani^ 
of mankind, 'flic very suspicion is ^ 
outrage against justice, and the necessity;, 
of repelling it, an indignity under whidi^' 
your felIovv-suhjf'ct.s ouglit not to have „ 
been jilacod. Yet many years ago, ihe*. i 
Catholics, iinpalienl of such reproaches,^ 
liavc vindicaii d by llie most decisive te^-.’ 
timony, both their (jwn profession, and tho" , 
cumniun rtdigion of (Jhristianity. Not 
con.out with le-stifying their abliorremie* 
of these iinputial |ninci|)!e.s, they pVtii^ 
duct’d the solemn declar.vtious of all tfed 
most famous Cailiolic universities, 
those learned and rcdigious bodies the do- 
testable doctrines of which i am speakthi^' 
were unatumously disclaimed. Every fi^- 
reign Catludic concurred in the same sen¬ 
timents. They heard of tly: charges witH 
horror; but with grief and indignatio’d 
also, that in this liberal country, and eh^ 
lightened agS, such tenets should be 
pUed to our fellow Christians. WhatTfelfsP^ 
ther testimody could strengthen this djp 
avowal ? The confirmation of the PapliU 
see. That also has been had, ai]4 
same declarations have been solemnly prd*- , 
mulgaSed from that quarter. What to^ 
remains ? Of the oath of supremacy IhaVh 
already spoken atjarge.’ All fears of CSfe' i' 
• tholic hierarchy must'be at an eiid, 
the oftbr, now publicly made, of sdbii^I^ , 
ing the non inatipii ot the Bishops ' 

1 eftectual control.*’ The present 
that body is umjfuestioned; the propo^W . 
ari'’Wgement secures you against aU ratilf^ .' 
danger* ThS practice of excommuthiOa^!^- 
w'as objected to. To exclude 
community those who disturb its j^eace w.- 
violate its rules, must be a right 
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to the mcmb'ers of every Churc^i suffered 
f6 exist under your government. If that 
Ourch be Episcopal, the exercise of this 
right must be subject to Episcopal juris¬ 
diction j if Catholic, it roust be regulated 
by Catholic doctrines. But this pnnciple 
can justly be applied to spiritual matters 
Oply.’' HaVe there lieeii attempts to extend 
it farther? Permit no slich interference 
tt^th the temporal interests of your peo 
pic. Prohibit it by your law; and if pro- 
||ibiticii be found iiieflectuai, punish it. * 
assured that if you go im^ ibis com¬ 
mittee, ami are nilliiig to ffTirsue the in- 
quiry, the most satisfactory defence can 
he made against the accusations on which 
to much sthiss was laid. 1 have no doubt 
that those who urged these charges, would 
iiiid oil such investigation how gnj.ssly 
they have been imposeti upon. Be thi.t 
fsw;t however as it may, you can at least 
provide eHectually against suc h practices 
m future. No man will be more ready 
than myself to concur in any reasonable 
security against every .suefi abuse; 
thoroughly persuaded that in .so doing, I 
shall not only discharge, niy own duty, 

Imt also gratify the vi-islies of the Peti- 
.. ^ners. These then, thus shortly enuine- 
l^cd, thu.s easily answered, are all the 
grounds which arc coniinoniy urged for 
epntinumg these proscriptions against our 
fellow-subjects. They are incapable of 




being supported by argument; at the 
mere touch of imjuiry they vanish into 
mr. Yet if our prejudices are still unsub¬ 
dued, if our judgment is still unconvinced 
by reason, let us at least profit by experi- 
^ce. What esuntry in Europe was there 
, bjiil your owm, in which Catholics had na^ 
^fore the late revolutions, enjoyed uiili- 
: .mi ted toleration ? In what country were 
^nBfe^ound to undermine the govcnimeifr, 
dr'to conspire with that powerful enemy 
Always so ready to profit by internal di- 
mionsv^ In Russia, under the Greek 
vhtirch, the Catholics proved tlicm.selves 
ftitbfel and loyal subjects. In Pt-ussia, 
i^ddr the Protestant establishment, the 
di^ualificd toleration of/Jatholics produc- 
. but the happiest ellects. l;i Hul- 

ihey were found good citizens; in 
^isserland, faithfUl allie;. Even in your 
pifii'country, and during all the rigoth-s of 
wiji|r p^t intolerance, tme fact is ackiiow- 
^^ed in the most so'unin ))voceeding^of 

S vernment. In 1778, the first act 
n Ireland for the relaxation of the 
vvs, was grounded, as its preamble 
on the lung and. uniform good 


conduct of 4He Catholics.' It is for' tha 
honour of both parties that the fact should 
thus be recorded foV the interest of both, 
that it should always be remembered. It 
i.s on the same grounds that I now pro))ose 
to you not to adopt a new and untried 
course of measures, but to persevere in that 
of which we have already experienced the 
advantage; to repay loyalty by prolec.tidn, 
and to deal out kindness in reward for at¬ 
tachment. This is the bajipier policy 
W'hicli we have pursued for the last 30 
years; have we se«;n reaSon to repent it f 
At the commencement of that period, wO 
firs?^^ invited a dcpre.ssed and desponding 
population to share in the blessings of in¬ 
dustry ; we '’jicned to them the various 
channels of domestic and foreign com¬ 
merce ; we restored to them that inlere.sft 
in the soil of their country, which the bar- 
•■barons policy of ouvancestors had denied; 
and we ctiaced from their statute book, 
laws, which di.",honoured th*^ h'gislature, 
and sappud tlic' morals of the people. 
:\nd surely never W'cre wisdom and libe¬ 
rality more abundantly rewarded. Under 
the happy influence of this system, one 
and the same gi’neratioii has seen Ireland 
.start from poverty, contempt, and weak- 
nc.ss, into wealth, con.sequence, and power. 
Has she alone enjoyed these benefits, or 
liavc they not all been sli ired with (ireat 
Britain; augmenting even in a .still greater 
pru|n>rtion our own pro.sperity, and at this 
hour e.ssentially cuntrihuting In our de¬ 
fence? Examine all the resources of the 
empire: its revenue augmented by her 
contributions ; its wealth, and commerce, 
and navigation, of which she furnishes so 
argo a jiart; its naval and military 
.strength, the bulwarks of our common 
safety, and the glory of our common name. 
These lOre the genuine fruits of an en¬ 
lightened and lilicial policy, cultivated by 
the extirpation of barliarous prejudices, 
and incapable of being reared to maturity, 
except hylhe blessed influence of tolerant 
principlesI'lnd c(p)al laws. *Ilow satisfac- 
fcory, how honourable the reflection, that 
agaiast the dangers of this tremendous cri¬ 
sis w’e are armed chiefly by the coilsle- 
quences of our own magnanimity! floV 
/glorious the contrast between the magni- 
'lude of our present efforts, and the more 
ntted exertions, by which, only thirty 
«ye»-s ago, we must have met this great 
ncces'sity, unaided by the prosperity of 
Ireland ! How unansswerable the call of 
these Petitioners, who urge ybo to grttht 
to your country, by the c^pletion of tlui 



great and necessary ^ib(|d4ltbma} 
security, which- ne. p^iod eres 'more, re^ 
quired, which rto policy was ever better 
calculated to insure. You hsvenot hitherto 
stopped in this lionourable career i when 
you had opened to this people the means 
of industry, apd the sources of opulence, 
you did not, in the language of the present 
day,' take your stand there.* You adapt¬ 
ed new benefits to the improved condition 
of your people. By agriculture and com¬ 
merce, wealth and influence had been ra¬ 
pidly acquired ; with these, civilisation 
iiad been extended, and knowledge diiliis- 
ed ? and by an inevitable consequence, 
the enjoyment of these advantages fiad 
created an increased attachment to the go¬ 
vernment which secured them. No longer 
confined witliiti its former limits, of a gen¬ 
try debarred from the exercise of every 
liberal profession, and a depressed and ig-« 
nuraut iicasaiitl'y ; the Catholic population 
now included all the gradations of a 
fluurisliing ami Tree«£on|munity. In this 
state you opened to them thManctuary of 
civil rights : you judged them worthy to 
enjoy the benefits and execute the func- 
tion.s of a constitution, which imposes on 
all its members duties commensurate with 
the advantages it confers. You sanction¬ 
ed, by the concessions of 1792, the prin¬ 
ciples of the present demand. You gave 
to the Catholics political capacity j yon 
admitted them to civil and military offices, 
to all but the highest; and you opened to 
tiiein the elective franchise. Were these 
coneessiom meant fur the detriment, or 
for the advantage of the commonwealth ? 
Were they granted to men irreconcileably 
adverse to your government, bound by no 
oaths, and restrained by no political or 
moral duty—or to faithful and loyal sub¬ 
jects, on whose co-operation yon justly re¬ 
lied in the hour of danger ? Have they 
been productive of evil ? Or if there be 
any thing to regret; is it not rather that 
the benevolent intentions of the legislature 
have, by the more narrow policy of your 
goverumenf, been so imperfectly and in-, 
adequately executed ? I^et us then com-1 
plete the course in which we have hitherto 
so well succccdetl. Little remains behind 
for us to grant, though much them t^ 
receive. ■ Feeble indeed is the argument,,, 
end circumscribed the wisdom of th^e, 
wJhiO measure the political effect of tlles^ 
remaining restrictions by the number of 
tho-individuals of whose services they ac¬ 
tually depsive you. The glory of the 
ptixe is aot cocnoed td the cononeror: it 



eniti^les jjm contest,,apd 
unsuccestful competitor. Tfto s|i1eif 
of nigh reward diffuses itself ovl?i;iO „ 
may aspire to the same eniincnce, i 
not tile pay of the ensign or midshiptni^’^’ 
that cojnpcnsates to the sons and bfolj^ 
of your Idships for the hardships and 
gers of their station. No, it is the ho^/^^ 
treading in the paths of those under wl^ 
they serve, of leading in their time oj|i 
fleets and armies to victory, and of shanft 
perhaps one day the rewards and hono'qf’ 
of a Marlborough or a Nelson. 
would thcl,.^feelings, what would VohF 
own lie; if against your connections aideiji 
these hopes were irrevocably closed ^ 
same principle applies to every M'alk' ana 
every situation of life. The peer dcgrjl^ ■ 
cd tl^om his hereditary rights; the cq^ 
moncr forbid to ayail himself of the cofin^^ 
dence of his countrymen; the officer Hmiit^. 
ed to subordinate command ; the barrjstffjj( 
pleading before a bench to which he bath; • 
not rise j tlie very merchant declared ad?‘» 
worthy to control his own property, an4, 
to administer the affairs of a banking cof*^ 
poratiun; four millions of*people prn* 
scribed by law from the legislature antf 
government of their country, debarrtf^, 
from the exercise Af those talents wldl^q' 
might save the empire, and looking bit 
men bound and fettered in tlie midst of q,; 
contest which is to decide on their 
tencc. What a picture does this ofler ot 
a free community ! Can you believe 
the feelings of the higher classes only at^ , 
affected by such a proscription ? If it ^e)ri|’. 
so, 1 should still inquire on what prinCipw 
you dishonour all your mosttdistinguishj^^ 
subjects ; what policy ha#banished fw^ 
tkfe* se'l'vice of a monarchy all those- tjV. 
whom its institutions are best upheld 
Bpt do not deceive yourselves 
belief. Your" exclusions are as odioua W 
they are unjust. The sense of dishoiiouiK' 
and the consequences of distrust, astbStf 
themselves to every class. The 
advan^ges of a more liberal confideijii^'^ 
might probably be enjoyed but by 
this is not the light in which the BtfUffiD 
constitution considers polidcal fencti^l^':-: 
Open tb the emulation of all, andjexbtci^ 
ed by those who have § common iiiteWiI 
with their fellovwubjccts, they art a |itj 
tection and safejjuard to the wbbib’ 
Utility. Limited to particular actas 
anotwi^hheld by distrust from th6 gi ^ 
majority of the people, they becoipe^^^ 
stroments of opprbssion and d'f^rkdaMbitSi - 
Nor is this a mattor of reasoning ob 
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tipr arc these impresssioHS conBn^ to those 
whtJ'know bow to estimate the wlqe and 
to'ferl the deprivation of political equali¬ 
ty. The iitilueucp of such a system ex¬ 
tends itself unseen through all the classes 
bf society, and operates on all the Iriuis- 
Actions of life, ll establishes two ilcscrip- 
taons of your pcofde ; the one trusted, and 
^'eteforc protected j the other whom 
ybur laws stignia^iae with disalleetion, and 
Vfhom their fellow-subjects arc therefore 
langht to regard w'ith jealousy. TVly'^ lords, 
those feelings must prevail so long ns such 
distinctions arc permitted to j^fTinin; tliey 
^sult much more from the principle of 
the exclusion, than from the value, great 
as it is, of that which is withheld. They 
operate on those w ho might never have 
a^ired to the distinctions or honouj^s of 
the state, but who will ttaily feel the w'aii^. 
of that protection, which nothing can in- 
•nre to the lower elas.se.s of society except 
a government of equal laws. Whatever 
be the issue of this discussion, I trust their 
loyalty will remain unshaken. But do 
not flatter yourselves that your refusal will 
not be deeply felt. Y«)u are daily calling 
Upon the people of Ireland to make great 
■kerihees, and for great objects; you are 
Oxhorting them to hazfird even life itself, 
indetciiding their country again.st inva- 
Jlion, conquest, and slavery. To excite 
and to uphold this resolution, yojt must 
•eek to cherish in their minds those fecl- 
inm which those exclu.sions are most cal¬ 
culated to w'ound; you must animate them 
lotbh sentiments and the virtues of free¬ 
men ; you mu.st teach them to value the 
British constitution ; \'ou must give them 
an equal patticipation of its Ixiielits. 
Such, 1 have already said, will, I ath safS’, 
at no distant period, be the v’ise and for- 
decisioiitof my country. This c^'r- 
MHuy we have acquired ijy t he course of 
these discussioiKs, and we hail it as a most 
auspicious omen for the pea«'e and union, 
ifcr th* safety and glory «)f the empire. 
Itfky the coi^ictlon of these hope.^ be ac- 
,^(derated! Ttic necessities of the times 
09 urgent; the ojiportunity is favourable 
beyoitd all expectation ^ God grant that 
it may so cuminue until this gredt work* 
be mtally acci^mplished !—One thing 
milare before I conclude :• one reflection I 
'tjNKdd vf'ish, to suggest, ijot to the respect-' 
a6te p^nons wbase names immediate'y 
fbllcMv this Petition, to them ij, is unno^es- 
iSary i but if my voice could extend itself 
m Ine remitdst corners of our sister island, 
1 address myself to all those whose 


rights i have.eascrted*. aod in whose cause 
my. heart is wanuen^; 1 would beseech 
them still to look for the gratification ofi 
.dl tlieir wishes to the united legislature of 
their country. In' that course they will 
infallibly succeeil; no man any longer 
doubts ii. In any other, they will insure 
to theiii'tlves misery and remorse, and to 
their country the heaviest ot calamities, 
la't them notcoiis-der this as the language 
of prejudice ; or as dictated by any inte¬ 
rest, however jiublic, yet separate troin 
their own. Let them look at the conti¬ 
nental states of Kurojie, ersuhed into one 
mass of imdistinguishable slavery. What 
artiticcs were not used to disunite the peo¬ 
ple of th«iv‘ uuluqipy countries! what 
hopes were not excited, what promises 
held out of com|)lc*le relief from every 
political and every religious grievance ! 
Jn what single instance have tlicir expecta¬ 
tions been fulfilled ? Upon disunion, what 
has followed? conquest. U|)oncan<|u«<t,a 
tyranny more mej’cile'-sthan huiguage can 
(iescrihe or (.nuginalion paint. The cru-. 
cUy of the opiiressors has been exceeded 
only by their rapacity; the miseries of 
I'ranre herscif have bi-cn micrior only to 
those of her deceived and subjugated allies. 
'I’liere is not one among the nations who 
have sought her fiieiidsiiip, that has not 
been brought under her iron yoke. There 
is not one individual that has assisted her 
views, who does not groan at this very 
hour under a slavery far more dreadiiit 
than that of the most oppressed class m 
the worst governed country of Kurope lie* 
fore this revolution. Religious peiseciilion, 
commercial luin, jiolitical degradation, 
tlicse are the instruments of iier dominion, 
and the nover-Iailing cwmsequences of her 
success. All ranks, ail classes, all descrip¬ 
tions of men, have been alike involved in 
common destruction ; the Church with 
the Slate, the Cottage with the J’alace, 
Yet all these evils, yet all the niiseries 
that France has felt, or has inflicted, are 
as a feather in comparison with those 
it’hich she*'is endeavouring now to pour 
down upon Ireland. There the war, if 
once established by the disunion of Irilh- 
men, must be long protracted ; there all 
/he horror^ of civil contest would aggra- 
|Vatc (hose of foreign invasion : •there tha 
success of France would be more terrible 
^to \iie deluded victims of her perfidy, ev^ 
thafi (.to her enemies. In Ireland, submk* 
sion would not disarm her hatred ; domi¬ 
nion would not satisfy her ambition ; nor 
could she secure the advantages of con* 



quest, except by tlie tetRl deflation of the of the zerf and determination witfc 
country. Let then th^ people of Ireland those immediately interested in the ae<^ 
be persuaded, that there w no individual, cess of this petition would assist in repeJe', 
liowever low in rank or obscure in station, ling an invading enemy; blit, considertri^- 
whose religion and liberty, whose proiv?rty the time of presenting il, and the terms l|| 
and lile, aie not threatened by these de- which it was expressed, it seemed evide# 
signs; none who is not as deeply interested that there was a disposition to operate, 
in icsistuig them, as tlie roost powerful, or possible, upon the iears of those to W'ho^ 
the most opulent member of society. Let it w'as addressed. The petitioners appeared 
them be convineed, even those who most lo be not unwilling to do themselves senft 
ronqilain of these unjust exclusions, tlut injustice for the sake of their object; avid 
there is one course only by which their it was accordingly intimated tliat the gfr 
civil lights can finally be established, one dour and animation at least, withwhiqh 
only by which their present advantages they might j^rform their duties at a period 
can be preserved. Let it be indelibly of the utmost emergency, might depend, 
impressed upon the mind of Ireland, that in .some degree, upon the fate of their per 
it IS only by union, by close and intimate tition. Tor the honour of those by whom 
union with (ireat Britain, that she can, in such a condition might seem to be 
this dreadful convulsion of the world, de- lorths he could not but question its rcahty. 
fend her soil, protect her people, or main- lAs well might thtf soldier refuse to piari;^ 
tain her independtneo.—JVlyLoids, I move* in the face ot the enemy, or the sailor to 
you, “ That tins House do immediately weigh the author, without a previous ati* 
rcsotve Itself jDto a Committee, to consider pulafion for an increase of pay and emor 
the Petition ofUis'sMj^’Sty's Homan Ca- luiiiont. It was tlieiefoie not to be sup* 
tliolic subjects of Jrelanil.” posed tlw! the respectable individuals to 

Tne motion liaving bc< n read from the whom alone the o1)jecU.£»i£^l““ petition 
W'oolsatk, w'cic important, could so discredit them- 

Visroiint Sidrouth loso ,md said, that sehrs, .is thus to birgain with their cottDv 
ililk'iing tntiri ly as he ill 1 lioin tlie noble try; it was not to pe supposed that, h^ 
baron, by whom the mi'tioii li.id been t iiist by their own rtl'usal to take the ogtn 
uicide, he w.'s desnmis of kiiboiittnig the of snpiemacy, they were deb.irred fi'pm 
gronmls of lliat diilcrenre to their lord- holding tin* highe,t suii,iiiuns of judici^^ 
bliips* ronsideiatiofi. That the subject Io militaiV, and politic d dutliority and powcij 
will ’ll It appliid w. s of the most p’vfi.l tliey tould lose sjgbt ol the unexampled 
importance, 'and ilelieite in the highest beuefiienie which they !ia\c experience 
degree,” he most lOudily admitted; but fioia their sovi reign ; and by withhoiqy , 
lie was ntkcily at a loss to accuimt for the ing, or abating their exertions in his su^ 
agitation of it at tins time. The noble jmrt, impair bis nn ans of protecting hi? 
baron had on a foimor day distinctly dt- dominions, and his crown, g^iu the libertjM 
I lared tiiat he had no sbaio in advisin',' it; an^Mjjjwrty of themselves, and their ich 
by a noble earl (the carl of Mona] it bad idw sulijSets’, asainst the nialignaut and 
been deprecated iii the sfron'/est terms: implacable enemy of every independ^^ 
both those noble lords w'ore then gppre- slrfle in the woild.—Having thus dnfflP^ 
Len'ive tliat the cause to which they were mented on the lime and mode of bringing 
iiicndly, might be piejudieed by a dis- foiward this pc’tition, lord S. proceeded ^ 
cussion at the present momfnt: it was, obseive upon its object, which, hgsaiih 
iiidied, impossible but that they must be was narrow, selfish, and delusive, inasmqn||J 
conscious of what was due tq, the opi- as it hifld out the prospect of bimefit tq taq, 
iijon so recently expressed by parliament, inany,withoutthe possibility of advantsgi^'^ 
and to feelings, the prev.ilence of which 'except to a very f?w. The termeinan^ 
had been still more receii^ manifested vpation vyas not ifidcc’d to be found in 
throughout the kingdom. The pctitionerg petition, nor had it been used by the 
had therefore come forw'ard undpreiremn-^ baron; but it wjis still* employed ^ 
stances, which, in the opinion'of some of yustriwnent of clcreption; anti no dot^fc 
their most powerful friends, reflected,Jo could be eiitcrtanled that it had h^n siflq*;, 
credit OB their prqdeiice : he was, how-’>cw^ul in raising those hopesanaexp^st 
ever, apprehensive that they had a!so*s^- tati^s,avInch could alone ^count for 
jected themselves to the danger of impu- numerous signatures subjoined ^ the 
tations on their public spiritaiid patriotism: tition. But, iu fact, betweOu its reidp^ 
not tiiat a doabt*wa8 entertained by him ject, and the condition of the great body 
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of(.iM Catholics of li»l«&d,4ll«n was no 
whatever: they wooid KmaiB in 
tl^ Hmo state if t)i« prayer of the petition 
' was complied ^Uh : their restlessness and 
• ^4i$icontent arose fioiu an iroperlet t stat** of 
civillaation, and from its concomitants 
noverty* ignorance, and bigot ly. To tliem 
1^ would ailbrd no relief to enable Koman 
Catholics to hold the liigheAt ‘situations in 
the army, the navy, the I iw, and the 
state; nor would it even administer to tin ir 
gratification, as there were tow subsis' in 4 
ties, which connected the higher w'ith tlie 
inferior classes 01 the comment v, and in 
such a state of tilings wliat c ould lie the 
induccQicnts to sympathy and attarh- 
itsent? The peasant could take little in¬ 
terest in any accession of honor and emo¬ 
lument to a superior, whom he scaacely 
blow but by name, aifd whom he re-i 
garded with no other feelings tlian those 
inculcatnd by his y>riest, the sole object of 
his respect, and by whom alone he was 
influenced and eoiitrouled. The multi¬ 
tude were therefore deluded aiid inish-d 
by being ma«lf jise of for the attainment 
of an object, in \vlu<-h the\ had no inte¬ 
rest, and the aicotnplishinent of which 
SiHoold not have the ffteci. of removing 
any of the material causes of w li.ii was to 
'be deplored in the present state of Ire¬ 
land- This being the case, it was in vain 
to pretend tliat a measure, so limited and 
partial in its operation, could possibly 
elBBsct its professed purpose of ronciliating 
. and satisfying the great body of Irish 
Catholics. It might produce present cx- 
^ultation, which would however be follow¬ 
ed by (asting ^.disappointment.—But this 
naeasure was not only to be the. in.stru- 
aaent of conciliation, but the r^warcr bf 
^ja ya lty; and yet when this** inducement 
^^lOmhentioned it was usually accompank'd 
with a cautionary, if not a menacing inti- 
paction with respect to the probable con- 
. apquepccs of refusal. Over the past he 
Wyatied to draw a veil, admitting however 
t^t notliing could be more unjuM than 
tq,9attribute to the Catholics, exclusively, 
disaflection and tm^buleiice by w hicli 
ij^laad had been convulsed: but in look-t 
Ipg to the future, it was not unreasonable 
consider how political power, if obtain- 
was likely to be exercised bycliose^ 


of their most momentous 
s^ij^^ld^ He had already said that he nei 
tiwp pul nor could suppose that such would 
hf^t^ conduct of the Cathdics; but there 


was evidently b, desire to .give them the 
benefit of the app^hcnslon which such 
intimations were cnlculated to produce. 
The objections to such an innovation ap¬ 
peared to him to be strong, and msur- 
mounrable.—Religion was the gn at bond 
of society; Uric must Uiertslore be a reli¬ 
gion of the stale. This w'as peculiarly 
iieccisary in this countrj, w here the nv- 
formed religion was an essential part of 
the constitution, and identified with our 
limited monarchy : they had always suf¬ 
fered loijctlier; puritaiiism, and deinocra- 
ey overwhelmed both m tl’.e lime of the 
CiopimoiiweaUli; and in that ot James 2iid 
both were endangered by tlu* attempt to 
introduce popery and arliilrary power. 
It had tliLTefore lieen a part of the wise 
policy^ofour ancesio.'- to strengthen and 
protect the ecclrsia>tical e'llablishmeiit, 
aiiid with it our eivd constitution, by rc- 
(piiriHg that thoio per'ons'wlio held cer¬ 
tain uflices of trust should, \,'i\e proott of 
their fidelity aud att ixfloumit to the chuicli, 
as W'ell as lO’tne state. Upon this basis 
it was that tlic jiolicy of religious tests was 
founded ; and without a coiideiimation of 
the conduct oFour ancestors at the periods 
ofthe Reformation, and tlie Revolution, and 
at the aciTssion of the house of Brunswick, 
it was impossible to depart from it.— 
These were his general objections: the 
special and detailed reasons which led 
him to resist this motion were, That there 
was no instance in wdiich Protestants and 
Papists had agreed in the exercise of po¬ 
litical power in the same state:—That the 
attempt must occasion continual competi¬ 
tion, and contentions the most violent; par¬ 
ticularly in a country, where, by its consti¬ 
tution, so many situations were elective, 
and in which the weight of numbers was, 
with persons of one persuasion, and that of 
property with those of another;—^That it 
appeared to be highly dangerous to render 
any persons ca|>abTe of bolding the highest 
situations of political ^lower, who in the 
consr ientjous cxerci.se of it were liable to 
be directed and contruuled by an au¬ 
thority tbreign from, and occasiouaUy 
adverse to, the supreme author!^ of the 
state under which they lived -That the 
Itfconstiencfs, and conduct of persons of 
th< Roman Cathqlic persuasion being thus 
in'der the influence and guidance of others. 


who, it should seem, weft? not to be impl-- ^ 
cidy relied upon fijr the active perform*ice < 5 ^ th'ey could not possibly be sure of them- 
' entous dtiVies, if it was acbvvs, as was particularly exemplified by 


James 2d, who upon Ids accession, de¬ 
clared to his privy council that' he should 
make it his endeavour to preserve the 
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▼eminent both'fn dtt»y;b atithoiit^or a gWiieiM! 

by Tair established ;* t s deelaratiojSt aeon ftnther, Sy the proota with whi^ M 
aftcnvanis repeated in hia first speech abounded, (hat the doctrines and disoipflilS' 
Ironi llio throne; but the disregard of of that Church were ho<>tile*¥o the pre^piistii 
which through the instigation of his ofknowle<]ge,andtothccivitandreHgiiMii 
religious confessor, cost him his crown, iibercieh of mankind. To hiui, tlieFerore,if|F 
That it behoved those, who favoured this was a subject of astonishiiieBt that such 
Pro|v)t>ition to consider trhat use had alteration should be countenanced b]^' 
herctofijre been made by Roman Catho- th >**e who were friendly to the principW 
lies of political power ; and particularly to of the Kevolutiun ; an event, produced, 
reflect on the manfier in which it was ex- not by feelings of aversion to the Stusfrt' 
ercised in tfie reign of queen Mary, and by family, but by a dread of arbitrary poWeif^ 
J,im('s2d, and his parliament in Ireland :— and of a religious coininunion, is’hicb halt 
That it was the height of absurdity to sup- e>er been it^baiidiuaid and iusiruincnt^ 
pose that this concession (which couiil not and it was not tiiic that the danger Wisi 
fail, notwithstanding all that had been removed because the house of f^uart wat 
said by the noble baron to the contrary, extinct; on the contrary,the necessity cdP 
to spread terror amongst the Protestants precaution continued because the tenel^* 
of Ireland) could possibly have the cflect and tiiNCipline of the Church of Hoditr 
of conciliating, and satisfying the Catho- fvere unchanged.—It appeared therefofCi 
lies: that for .the great body of persons' to him to be indispensably necessary W 
of that persuasion, and particularly fur the adhcie firmly to the fuiulameiital princt* 
piiesls, It woubUfenotiiiiig: it was there- pies of the Rcformaiioti and Revolution t> 
fore in vain to expe^wv-eojitented acqui- principles |hat were not violated, aUhough- 
escence iii a mcasuie, founded upon an thcirapplicattonwasmsumcrespectssus* 
invidious preference of the higher classes pcndetl, by measures of .W’'vrity which 
of the laity, and w hich, by totally neglect- were adopted under the pressure of a ctHiely 
ing, ex« hided the clergy from the enjoy- liut, as lord Clare truly stated, an over* 
ment of those einoliimciits, honors, and ruling and iadispetiS.ibic necessity, and* 
dignities, which weie dccmiecl to belong, which duiing the reign of his present ma- 

jc'sty had been gradually and completely* 
done away. Pei feet toleration was now 
enjoyed by all the inhabitants -of the 
I united kingdom, and in Ireland there 
no other distinction between the CathoHfe’ 
and the Pioteslant, but that the Act of 
premacy not being wholly repealed, tins' 
former, m consequence of his refusal tp 
take the oath whit h it pres'jribect, was not 
c|ii.‘(jiiudL^ hold the highest situations oF 
judicial, mil^aiy, and political power.—* 
Much, however, remained to be done 
Ireland, and much he trusted would be ac- 
complishull by the provident and super- 
intbiiding wisdom of govcinment ana of 
parliament, liie evils inherent i:» hoF 
present condition were poverty and igno^ 
ranre ; which could only be obviated hy'* 
fndustry and instruction. Ibis was flm' 
Tmancipation whioli the state of Irelmw 
Called fer, and without which all other ex<g 

t , 1 1 f SV *.1 A . * feToSKi. 


right. 


what is termed 


Chuich, and to bo fit and necessary in¬ 
struments of its influence and power.— 
These were some of the olijeotions which 
he felt to the proposition of the noble 
baron, the practic-al object of which was 
to obtain a icpoal of the Tc-st and Cor¬ 
poration acts, and to dispoii'e with the 
Oath of Supremacy, for the purpose of 
enabling all persons of all sects and 
religions whatever to fill the highest 
offices of trust in the united kingdom. 
All distinctions on account of rc ligion 
wore to be done away : a Catholic was 
to become capable of keeping the consci¬ 
ence of the king, and of dispensing the 
preferments of a Protestant Church. But 
it was in vain to enter into a detail of all 
the mischief) and absurdities, to which, as 
it appeared to him, this innovation would 
necessarily lead. His objection was to 


the’principlc oT getting rid of all distinc-J pedients would be fruitless .—A syst^in'^ 


tioiis oh account of religion; which ob¬ 
jection vrus strengthened in the present 
instaheu by the tenets of the Church if 
Rom^, as detailed in her Canons, all of 
which were in force, until repealed by'tne 

* See Cobbett’s Parliamentary History, 
of England, 4rol‘. iv, p. 1312. i 


education cotiiprqjif'uding the children 'dR 
^rotestants and Paj ists, and the iitihoi^ 
pCfeible encouragement to the Pr^sttD&f 
•Clcijyr to reside on their benefices, 
which latter purpose, he wns happy to 
serve that a bill was then on tkd laMhlT* 
would lay the foundation of a gfadniF 
-change of habi|8, and maahhrs^ t!te tiiottf' 
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ftvpdrablc to the M'elfare of iiUirtdualf:, 
atid to the intere&ts of the state.—lt was, 
he was convinced, by such means only as 
he had last ad^rtcd to,that we could hope 
to approach the ob)cc(, of which all their 
. Icjrdsliips must be desirous, namely,ithal of 
rendering Ireland a Protestantcoiiimunily. 
This could never be ellected by measures 
of severity Unvards the Catholics; persc- 
cation had never made a real proselyte. 
With these inedsurcs he .should wi^h to 
combiue a moderate provision, at the 
charge of the state, lor the deserving part 
of the K'iinan Catholic Cltv'gy; w'jth a 
view to the relief of individuals, to whom 
the cxpence of cuiilnlmliiig to the support 
of two esUblishiiients was burtlifnso.ne 
and vexatious, and for the purpose loo of 
convincing the Caiholic Clergy, thiV by 
peaceable, and becoming eoiidm t, lh« jm 
would entitle tliemselve» to the considera¬ 
tion and favour of the govellml(‘ll^ On 
the proposil ibr a modification ofTvlIiC'., 
he acknowledged that be had not foimed 
his opinion; but he was ghul tb find that 
it was a .sol Ygct t o wlin li ministers were 
turning thexr serious aiti iition.—Loid Sid- 
• mouth concluded, by e\|iressiiig Ins con¬ 
viction, that It was iir.{ by .sue li a incdsiirc 
as that now proposed, tliat Iieland w'as to 
be tran(|iiillix<'<l ; but by a coiiipichenove 
system, fouiiilcd upon a just view ot the 
condition of the gr* ut body of the people. 
The history of the la.->t tliiity jears hud 
ailbrded continual pi' 0 '>f>> of the mefl'n aty 
<tf mere foiicc'.sion. Wlienever a iiu asure 
of that dcicription had hci ii urged, an as¬ 
surance wa.s given that it wou'd be llic 
last; ujid vbt^jt Wtis invaiiably followed 
by a fresli demand- The prodigajl conces¬ 
sions of 170“}, it was univers^’lly''oelienM, 
fully satiMied every po^-able riaiin : 
rtlieless, within tlie (leiiod of the Inst 
ten years, tlieio had been two rebellions, 
the object of which, actoiding to the ac¬ 
knowledgment of those by whom they 
were excited, and conducted, was not Ca- 
^olic Emancipation, nor the redress of 
any allcdged grievances ; but separation, 
from Great Britain. This unhappy biasi 
could only be changed by correcting thqi 
iterance, promoting the industry, and 
improving the ccMdilions of she great mass 
the people : thereby creating thaj; con^' 
£dence and sense of stcurity, which by 
cncouragini; the residence of the lan^rd 
would bring him into habits of communi- 
cajion w;jth his tenants and dependants; 
ana thus establish those links that belong 
to a well ceoditioued state of society, and 
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which in this conittiy' happily connect the 
higher with the lovyer orders of the com-^ 
munity. But he objected to the measure 
now proposed because it did not go to the 
root of the existing evil ; because it did 
not reach what appeared to him to be the 
real causes of the present state of Ireland. 
He also felt himself irreai.stibly called 
upon to oppose it l)y bis veneration for 
those principles vvlueh produced the Re- 
Ibiinalion, and the Revolution, which 
placed the illustrious house of Brunswick 
upon the throne, and which must ever con¬ 
stitute the solid security for the civil and 
rcljgious liberties of the United Kingdom. 

The Earl of Jloira said, that he could 
not let a iiieinciit pass, as soon as he had 
caught the attention of the.r lunhships, 
until he had met .nid cunibalcd the 
opinion of the noble viscount in the outset 
«ol* Ins sjiecdi, where he had taken upon 
him to asset t, that there wms m the peti¬ 
tion, or in the manner or ^ic time ot its 
bung presented, sw»;eriiiiig that would 
justify a suspicion of the loyalty or pub,lie 
spirit of tlie (ptliolies of iieland. They 
had loinc fuiward m ii» imdi'rhaud way; 
nor had llic\ prjs,eJ tlieir claiiiM in any 
intcmperalc language. They Ind, in the 
most icspectful manner, snlmiitl'd to this 
house a manly statL-iiicnt oi the giievaiires 
tliey lalmured under, and asked to be re-' 
lieve.l fi;om them. What, then, hU noble 
friend coiiid have seen in that petition, or 
the circuiiistaiici sof it,l'ial(-oul Ihavewar- 
rauted such an imputation, he was totally 
at a loss to conceive. The noble viscount 
li 1(1 further objecU d, that the prayer of 
the petition was cir.umscribed, and ro- 
laHil only to lew and partial e.\emp- 
tioiis. 11c vviis of a very diflereiit opi¬ 
nion. Ho could not be hroiigiit to think, 
that ^ie di.sabilities under winch the ca¬ 
tholics at present laboured, were either 
few in nuniher, or jtartial in operation. 
But the noble*viscount was apprehensive, 
that if even tlm present claims of the ca¬ 
tholics were acceded to, they would not 
stop here. While that body was excluded 
from the pai licipatlon of any of the rights 
and privileges of a British subject, be not 
only thought that they would not stop 
there, bu^that they ought not. The noble 
viscount had extolled the constitution, and 
tups it unnatural that those who were so" 
long witnessing its benefits sliould be anxi- 
oietto share in it ? Was it not an ambition 
natural to the mind of every Briton ? and 
while the noble viscount poured out sueh 
eulogiunu on the glorious ficvolujtion, bpw 






could be consider it a dight and partial 
erU to be deprived of any of the blessings 
of which it was the cause r But it was con¬ 
tended, that the prayer, if complied with, 
■“ tended necessarily to the subversion of the 
constitution i and thiff danger was to he 
illustrated by most extravagant supposi¬ 
tion of a case barely possible and most 
improbable—the appointment of a Catho¬ 
lic to the office ol chancellor. Why, it 
was certainly true, that the king miglit; it' 
he pleased, appoint his groom to be his 
chancellor ; but this he imagined, that the 
royal discretion woulil be as eliectual ii 
preventive against such an appointment 
any law' of parliament could be. 11c w^is 
as much attached to the churcli as any 
noble lord, and he did think, with bis 
noble friend who spoke last, that the 
church was so rooted in the state, that it 
was impossible to allect the one without 
injuring the otlier; but with respect to the 
penal.code, be ould not u 'ree with bis 
noble fiend, pr inciples whicb 

gave rist; to that ci.de result of 

religious diflerences. He iiad always 

looked upon them rather as the eficct of 
political precaution. Fie severely depre¬ 
cated the language of his n<;ble friend, 
which, though not intended to be so, 
might be attended with inisciiicvous ef¬ 
fects. The present was not a time to 
alienate the hearts or damp the sj)ij-its of 
four millions of people willing to share our 
danger aud our late, and only wishing in 
return to ftavfakc of the cnnimon jui- 
vileges of Britons. The crisis had been 
represented as an awful one : it was truly 
so, perbajiS not to be paralleled in the 
history ot the civiliacd worhl; and in the 
prevalent indillereuce, the smoothness' of 
our passage, he feared, was owing to the 
rapidity of our descent; and at "the first 
fatal sliock our fears would be lost in our 
despair. Therefore he thought we should 
aw^c from our lethargy, and apply the 
remedy before it tvas too late. An hour 
should not bo lost in acceding to the just, 
equitable, and unanswerable claims of our 
Catholic brethren. If it W’as objected 
to him, why, such being his sentiments, 
did he, upon a former occasion, express 
his regret that the petition had been at the t 
present period introduced ; he was ready 
toi answer,.that his regret then arose, nrst 
from any disapprobation cf the prayer of 
tha^ petition, but because he thought ih^t 
akthe present period there was not only no 
W oa tile other hand, a certainty, 
tM tWr 9l|M»»neould be rejected t atid 
Vot. XI. 


his.regr^ arose.from his. dt^ead 

exasperatXn likely to be prodwedl 
such rejection; for it was not in the 
of mail to be disappointed, md uoli 
fully to feel that disappointment, 
same tjpe he was satisfied, that 
(Jathulics had seen in hi.s majesty’s pre^ll 
government any wish to accoaimodato^ 
any dispo.vitien to coifciliate them, tjie'yt 
wii.ld have waited more patiently; bqf 
fiom tin- ill judged policy that had 'sq 
recently been evinced towards that bod^y^ 
they \^ -re compelled to appeal to the con» 
st'lutiunal oiy^un for a legitimate..objeci;. 
The late government, of which he.bqq 
been an liuuiblc meinbcr, had brought 
a hill which, if its object had been lite*} 
rally translated into its title, might huvq 
bcc-u galled a bill to prevent 100,000 Ofh^ 
majesty’s subjects from joining the French.' 
This bill certainly was not meant to em* 
brace any of tlie great olijccts bad in view 
by the Catliolics : it was rather meant as .q' 
pi’ace-ofU riiig, as a forerunner of bettgr 
limes; .iiui might be said to have beenT 
seat forth as the dove wi^h the oliver 
braiich, to' toll the persecuted cathoHcs 
that the waters had subsided, and that the. 
ri.sing day would soon restore her origin^ 
beauties td the face of nature. He was 
grieved to find th it s-ich bad been the po¬ 
licy of the pre.sent govenimcnt; nothing, 
to allay', to si.otli, or to reconcile, .but 
every tiling to incite and exasperate. Why.' 
ivas this? At aiiv time, such condu^f' 
would b.tve been impolitic; but, at the, 
present crisis, it was such a union of folly 
and inailne.ss as never had been equalled.. 
When the powers of l-airope vaere wielded 
agaln.st us by one man, ili«i most formi- 
diV’rtSS, a(T<lk»^,the same linic the most ift- 
vercrate foe pLaiglaud ever had to cope 
nith, was it innnaterial in such a 
whether the people of Ireland were fired^ 
with all their native ardour in our caus^^^ 
or sunk by our inju.stice into a listless d'l?- 
jecliou and a cold-blooded, neutralityT 
With wiJiat face could the noble viseouitk 
ask the Irish Catholic to brave evert 
jiangcr, to expose him.self to the hazard* 
pf battle, for the "mere purpose of jto-- 
airing to the Englishman what ' he 
fused to 8liarQ,with liiiii The iioBle 
*t;ouat could not tnake so selfish a propqtojf^ 
t.jKl if he did, it wiould be met with'meriU 
.etl^dignation. The noble earl coiichidta 
vi'itlrfcoojuriijg the house tp think iv^l 6| 
the claim that was maile.upon their justiejo^ 
and to answer it in tbp mamiprT'that.bMt 
became the. interests of iho.on^ipirp.''^, 

QX 
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■«’ 'liie Bishop of Nonokh. —My lords ; 
^rise, for the first time in my life, to ad- 
skess your lordships, und 1 rise with unaf- 
litcted reluctOQce ; not because 1 entertain 
the smallest doubt respecting either the 
expediency, the policy, or the justice of 
the measure now under consideration; 
bat, because, to a person in my situatten, 
k must be exceedingly painful, (however 
firmly persuaded lie may be in his own 
baind) to find himself inipelle<l by a sense 
of duty, totnaintain an opinion, directly 
the reverse of which is supported liy so 
many wise and good men ^'ho belong to 
the same profession, and who sit upon the 
aame bench with him. IniportaJU occa- 
aions however, sometimes arise, on which 
an individual may be called upon to asow 
bis own sentiments explicitly and unequi* 
YOC^Iy, svilhont any undue deference Jo 
tba judgment of others. Such an occasion I, 
conceive the present to be, and shall with¬ 
out further apology trouble your lord.ships 
with a few remarks—I have con-sidered, 
with all the care and utteutioii of which 1 
am capable, the various arguments which 
are urged a§8t!T<!i the Petition in favour of 
the Catholics of Ireland, which has, this 
day, for the second time, been presented 
and supported by tlib noble baron on the 
ether side of the liouse, with his usual abi¬ 
lities, and at the same time, with that well 
bnown regard for the real intere^ of tfie 
Established Church, for its pear-o, its sccn- 
»ity, its honour, and its prosperity, which 
forms, and lias always formed so distin- 
Iguished a ji-art in the character of that no¬ 
ble lord.—These objections, niy lords, nu¬ 
merous as tlicy are said to be, may all of 
them, I tbink,me reiliiced under four heads, 
in the first place, it is assc^tfsiii'fir 'rmiier 
■trongly insinuated, that 7 he religious 
lySKtuetsof the Catholics, are of such a,.na- 
ture as,perse, to exclude those who hold 
foem from the civil, and military situa¬ 
tions, to which they aspire. It is next 
Wid,*tliat if this were not the case, these 
kititotions are matters of favouq, not of 
tight, and therefore, the Catholics have no 
ytwt cause to complain that they are ex^ 
'biuded from them. *ln the third plac^, 
we are told, that if it were admitted, that 
^ measure wen^.abstracteijly considered, I 
jast and right; it wouKl be higliiy iiiext- 
‘pedient to repeal statutes, which w^e 
pass^witb much deliberation; an^^ajss. 
•considered by many, as th^ bn^yva^s or 
the constitution, in church mid state. 

iaAly, there are some, who contend, 
thatdfthut^.wseie nO'other objection, the 


words of the Coronation Oath present an 
insuperable bar to the claims of the Catho¬ 
lics. i shall not detain your lordships long 
in the examination of these objections, be¬ 
cause they have been repeatedly discussed, 
and, as it appears to me, very satisfactorily 
refuted, by far abler men, both in this 
house and out of it.—\V ith respect to the 
religious tenets of the Catholics of the pre¬ 
sent day, it is not a little singular, my 
lords, that we w'ill not allow them to know 
what their own religious tenets really are. 
We call upon them for their Creed, upon 
some very important points: and they 
give it to us without reserve ; but, instead 
oriicliei iiig what they say, we refer them, 
with un a;i'of controversial triiimfih, to the 
councils of Coi‘.«tance, or Tlioulouse, to the 
fourth Latcran council, or to the council of 
Trent. In vain they most explicitly, and 
most solemnly aver, that they hold no 
tenet whatsoever, incompatible with their 
duties, I ither as men, or as subjects, or in 
any way hurtful tojJj"'‘gJ'!'enimeiit under 
w hicli they;^ -.6? ''in vain they publish de- , 
claration upon declaration, in all of W'hich 
they most unequivocally disavow tliose 
highly exceptionable tenets which are im¬ 
puted to them : and not only do they dis¬ 
avow, but they expre.ss their abhorrence 
of them. In vain they confirm these de¬ 
clarations by an oath—an o.ith, my lords, 
framed by ourselves, drawn up with all 
possible care, and caution, and couched in 
terms as strong as language ailiirds. In 
addition to these ample seeuritii s, for the 
principles and piarlu eof tins numerous 
and loyal class of our fellow subjects and 
fellow Christians, a great statesman, now 
unhappily iio more, caused to be trans- 
miued a .stung of very important queries, 
to the principal Catholic Universities 
abroad; for the purpo.se of ascertaining, 
witl/jirecisioii, the sentiments of the-Ca¬ 
tholic Clergy, respecting the real nature 
and extent of* the papal imwer, and some 
other weighty points. The answers re¬ 
turned to these queries, by those learned 
bodies, ^ippeared to me at the time, as 
they do now, perfectly satisfactory, and 
in tne same light they were considered by 
most dispassionate men. Notwithstanding 
alt this, a concealed jealousy of Catholics 
still lurkl about, by far, too many of us ; 
i jealousy, in my opinion, as unworthy of 
a frank and enlightened people, as it is in- 
jgrjous and cruel towards those who are 
the objects of it: for surely, ray lords, -if 
there be one positiwi more jneontroverti- 
bly true than another, it is tine: if an in- 
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dividual, or a body of men, will give to 
the government under which they live 
such a security upon otth, as that govern¬ 
ment itself prescribes ;—if, moreover, they 
~ maintain no opinions destructive of moral 
obligation, or subversive of civil society ; 
tlieir speculative opinions of a religious na¬ 
ture, can never, with justice or with rea¬ 
son, be urged as excluding them from civil 
and military situations. The Catholics, 
niy lords, give this security ; and having 
given it, the legislature itself has declared, 
that they ought to be considered ' as good 
and loyal subjects;’ as such, therefore, in 
my view of the subject, they are unnues- 
tionahly entitled to the privileges whith 
they claim. When I speak of merely 
speculative opinions of religion, I wish to 
he understood as meaning such opinions 
as begin in the understanding, and rest 
there, and have no practical influence 
whatsoever upon our conduct in life. With 
this limitation, 1 am nut sensible that there 
is any fallacy^t^tl*/^ argument which ] 
have made use of; if fu^^jny, I shall 
be happy to have it pointed out; as 1 c.m- 
not possibly have any motive in view but 
vhat from njy heart, 1 believe to be the 
tiuth—Should an unfortunate and deep 
rooted prejudice prevail so far, as to make 
us say, decidedly and openly, that wc will 
not belitve a Catholic even upon his oath, 
tlicre is an end, my lords, of the discussion 
at once; but the argument, if argument it 
can be called, proves a great deal too 
much ; and for this plain reason: no ob¬ 
ligation more binding than that of an ap- 

K eal to the Supreme lieing by an oath, has 
itherto been devised in ci vi I society: —be, 
therefore, who can justly be supposed ca¬ 
pable of setting at nought such un obliga¬ 
tion, upon any pretence whatsoever, is not 
only unworthy of the privileges here con¬ 
tended for, but he is unlit fur all socilil in¬ 
tercourse of every kind —Veiabo sub iisdem 
sit trabibus. —Harsh, and horrid, as the ex- 

E ression must sound in your lordships ears, 
e ought to be exterminated from the face 
of the earth ; or at least he shoi/ld be ba¬ 
nished for life to Botany Bay; and even 
when arrived there he should be driven 
back into - the sea;—^for. there is no den of 
thieves, no gang of robbers, no banditti so 4 
thoroughly profligate, and at the 4hmc time ‘ 
so devoid of common understanding, as tg 
admit that man a member of their con^ 
munity, upon whose fidelity to his eng%^- 
ments no reliance can be placed evenfor 
a single hou^-—1 come now to the second 
obje<;ti(ni} tny answer to which will be 


very short. Civil imd 
ments, ar/'it seems, matteiv 
of right, and therefore the Catb^tes hMth c:- 
uo just casise to complain th#t th^y? 
eluded from them. I can hardly^ tillf 
lords, conceive any man in - earnest 
regards this distinction as applicable - 
the present case, because no one pleadp fafc ' 
an abstract right to these situations, but' 
for a capacity of holding them: no oilii. ’ 
contends for the absolute j^isession • 
civil, and military offices, ||p 'for etprti ' 
eligibility to them, and haviitg.etMleav^ffc . 
ed to prove, t^at all men are equally eHr. 
gibic, who give to the governmeRt uimW 
which they live, such a security, nhMi 
oath, for their conduct as subjects, aatoit-’ 
government itself prescribes, and whrt 
maintain no opinions destructive of morul 
obligation or subversive of civil socielyvl.- 
shali only add here, that they are so ceflbtt- 
sidered to be, in almost all the guverto 
Tiienls of Kurope and over the vvhwc COB*^ 
tinentof America: and 1 slmnld lieseit;^ 
to sec Ellwand the last to Ibllow so good ' 
ail example. ' But it is inexpedient/ 
we are told, ‘to repeaf'^iMtcs, wliicb 
‘ were pa.ssed with much deliberation, aud^ 

‘ are considered by many as the bulwark# 

‘ of the constitution In church and state/ 
How long, rny lords, it may be though# 
expedient, or necessary, that the remain* 
ing pai^ of the.se restrictive disqualifyin|^ 
statutes should be enforced again.st the Car 
tholiLS, or at what precise period their 
ope ration .shall end, is a question not for * 
divine, but for stalesinen and lawyers to 
decide. I may, however, be permitted to 
observe, that under any goverament, bow* 
ever free, though peculiar ^;ircamstaDC8i 
nu^jaWTiti^U^call for statutes of a verjr 
strict, and efen of a very severe nature, 
for a limited period of time, yet no wig^ 
statesman would, I imagine, wish those 
statutc.s to remain unrepealed, a nKit)- 
iiient after the circumstances which oc^ 
casiuned them cease to exist. Thoto 
who arf acquainteil with the history ojP, 
the statutes here alluded to, apd of 
tmes in which they passed, will antielpaf#|l’‘’J 
y application of (his remark; the applin' 
atiun of it is, indeed, made for me, ’ 
very eminentjawycr, aiyl a very , 

friend to the ^colesiastical, as well as to 
fi Civil Constitution of this realm-' Th# 
writer observes, more thanonc«i inhiB ' 
neijjtarir^, that ‘ whenever the penod 
shall arrive, when the power of toe P^e’ 
is weak and insignificant, and tkem is too. 
Pretender to toe totonej that then will b* 


tti 

jttt 

ca 
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* the lirne to fall induljicfcco to the 1 ‘ any of them/—If, imy lords, even intelli> 

* ^thoiics/ Tliat time, my lores, is now ' gent and honest wetc not sometimes 
tiotiic; there is no Pretender to the I hi ont^; ' dis|jused to adopt any mode of rcasoniitg. 


8tid with resj^ct to the Papal power, not 
a single person present, apprehends, 1 am 
thoroughly pcTsudded, any dangerI'oin it; 
-^ia troth that once glganiic power— mu"- 
Hislat nomims mibta —and nothing mine. 


however weak, winch coincidi s with their 
preconceived ideas upon a subject, it would 
be no easy matter to find out upon what 
prim iple of fair construetjon, the words 
ivhich 1 hate just just repeated from the 


Where , then, ( an be theolijei tion to grant* coronation o.itli, can be thought to militate 
Ittg the Petitionoflhet'alholitsof Ireland ? | against the claims of the Catholics of Irc- 
A Petition fpiimled on the ninnntable 
principles dPreason and ot justice ; a Pe¬ 
tition also svhich worldly polii'y loudly 
calls upon ns to accedo to i^^ the picsent 
very serious crisis—a crisis which demands 
the union of tlic wise and brave of every 
description and of every denomination; 
that cordial union, I mean, which is most 
^uredly the best support, and indce/1 the 
dnly secure bulwark of every governnienj 
upon earth. It is unnecessary to add, that 
fto union ot this kind, can be obtained only 
by confidence and conciliation: but, if 
worldly policy did not thus loudly tall 
upon us, a principle of gratitlide Chould 
lead us to^ay all the attention in our 
power to these numerous loyal and respet t- 
sftile petitioners, to whom we are in .a gicat 
measure indebted, for the noblest iiionii- 
ment ol wisdom and beneficent e combined, 
which modern times have seen : I mean 
the union of Ireland w'ilh Jingland, an 
union, which, w'ithout their coidiali<'o-opc- 

ration, could ,ie\ i r have be en efleeted_In 

reply to these observations, which appear 
to me to carry some weight with them ; 
there are who maintain, that iftliere were no 
otlier objection the words ot the Coronation 
Oath present an insujierable bar to the 
claims of the ^aiholies of Irel mtL ("if all 
the arguments, my loul.s, tWhi-r 

principle or prejudice hail Mggested, or 
aUiich imagination ha.s started, there is/iot 


land. It will not, 1 tnist, be said, tor ( am 
sure it cannot be proved, that it is either 
repugnant to the * laws of Ood,* or, to the 
uiieonfnied and benevolent tendency of 
the gospel, or to those liberal and enlight¬ 
ened principles upon which the retbrina- 
tionwas toended: to admit to situations 
of honour or ot profit in the state, men of 
talents and of virtue, le whom no objection 
can possibly be made, but thtir speculative 
•opinions of nierelj' a religious nature ; 
nor can I conceive in what m inner ‘ the 
' lights and privileges of the bishops and 
‘ clergy of this realjjjir^' ^ the churches 
‘ committcii-H; their charge,’ can be af¬ 
fected by granting civil and military ap¬ 
pointments to men, cordially devoted to 
the* civil constitution, and W’ho have so¬ 
lemnly declared upon oath, that it is nei¬ 
ther their intention, nor their wish, to injure 
or disturb the ecclesiastical. For my own 
part, my lords, as an individual clergyman 
of the cliuicli of Engl.unl, .sincerely at¬ 
tached to the established church, and [iroud 
of the situation w hicli I hold in it, 1 should 
be exceedingly sorry, if 1 could think for 
a moment, that I possessed any rights, 
or privileges, incompatible with the just 
claims of so many excellent subjects and 
eonscicniiuus fellow chi istiaiis. Be it how¬ 
ever admitted, my lords, that the words of 
the coronation oaih, will bear the construc¬ 
tion w'hich has been put upon them, I wish 


one, which appears to me to rest upon so ^ to ask where w'as the objection drawn from 
wealf a foundation, as that w’hich is built this oath, when, in 17b2, so many indul- 
upbn the words of the coronation oath. | gem ies were wdsely and justly granted to 
This "oath, as your lorcKhips well know, the rat holies of Ireland? liididgeiicies pre- 
underwent some alteration at the period »'isely of the same kind, though diliering 
of the Revolution in 16t>8, at whuh pe-. in dei^ree* from those which are now peti- 
riod, that great prince,^Wiiliam the third,/ tioned for.—But, I forbear to push this ar- 
entered into the follow'fog .solemn engige^ gument any further; various considera- 
inent when he ascended the tin one of this tions restrain me; ‘and perhaps enough has 
kingdom :—* 1 will maintain the laws of fbeen said, to prove, that the wonis of the 
’ God, the true profeshiort of the gospel and^ I coicnation oath, have been unadvisedly 
’ the reformed protestunT church establi^ i ayd inconclusively brought forward during 
ed by law ; and I will preserve tiymcjitlic di'.cussion of that important queshOii, 


’bishops and cleigy of thi.srealiit, am to 
' the churches conimitted to their charge, 
' jRl sat:ll rights and privileges, as by law 
' do shall appertain unto them, or to 


wbi»»h has engaged the attention of the 
public for more than three years. ] Will 
now detain your lordships nq. longer { ih- 
deed, I should not have «presutned to in- 
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trade 80 lon^ yoMr patience,' l)ad I 
not thought It incumbent upon'me ^ ^ 
sign the best rcjuunf in my power, for 
ditfering so widely those around me, 
' whose judgment 1 respect, though 1 cannot 
implicitly bow to it, against me clearest 
conviction of my understanding and tlie 
best feelings of niy heart. 

The Archbishop of York could not adopt 
the opinion of his right reverend friend, 
for whose understanding and virtues he bad 
the highest respect, nor relinquish the safe¬ 
guards which our ancestors had found it 
necessary to establishagainst the principles 
of the Popish religion. If this Petition 
had only sued for toleration the most*ex- 
tended, he would have felt no difficulty in 
acceding to its prayer : for toleration tvas 
the key-stone of the reformed church. But 
no complaint of this sort had been made. 
The Catholics enjoyed their rights under 
the protectiuriof the law, and he was glad of 
it; bq^ he hoped ])arliament would always 
resist their atVCif.<pt§ at acquiring political 
power; because, hotievic^^emporal and 
spiritual power might he disjoined in theo¬ 
ry, they could not be practically separated. 
It had been said, that Catholics ought not 
to be judged iipw by the sentiments which 
had been formerly held by people of that 
pcrsua.siun. If any material altcralioii in 
their articles of faith had taken place, it 
became Utem distinctly to shew it. But it 
was a well-known nile of that church, that 
all the canons remained in force that were 
not repealed hy a general council; and, 
certainly, there were many objectionable 
points, that by this rule must be still con¬ 
sidered as qiart of the Homan Catholic 
faith. He allowed that many Catholics 
had be^n eminent for virtue and piety. 
Who could hear the name of Fenclon with¬ 
out veneration ? He admitted that men 
might live together very well in lociety, 
notwithstanding dillerences of opinion on 
speculative points, but he denied that par¬ 
liament could be opened to the Catholics 
as long as they owned a foreign jurisdic¬ 
tion, and maintained that thereswasno sal¬ 
vation beyond the pale 'Of their owt^ 
church. Impressed with these sentiments! 
though he by no means regretted what the* 
Catholics had already obtained, he thoug||t 
it inconsistent with wisdom *and sound] 


ing with the Prote8t*n^]^^ t 
word tolwation would: 
cable. lbei% wcreaoifiedrii|e;p 
of the Catholics that ought^ 
with peculiar jealousy. Uedidiitidi^ 
to say that .Catholics liad .no 
their olths; it was impossilile thait anyi^ 
of men could exist So totally aband^m 
as this would imply* But still he conter^^ 
(bat their priests might persuade ij^ vt^ 
lation of these oaths. The nobility> 
France swore allegiance to.Hetiiry. 
and no doubt conscientiously intend^ 
keep their oaths; but many of, them, 
duced by thdlr priests, abetted the mpi^ 
Ravillac, who assassinated that 
prince. He should rejoice to be conyin^^ 
that the Catholics had abandoned 
detestable principles, but he was hot 
poseti to give implicit credit on this poiiil' 
pto the foreign universities. He adveri^ 
to the tenets of the Catholics as to 
fession, absolution, excommunication, - 
roign jurisdiction. See. and matntaiiMsIf, 
that notvvjj^hstanding the assertions of 
Cathoiics, their notions on these P9>hl^ 
were still highly exceptioi>able. He quotf* 
cd some passages from publications 
their own to prove this—such as, snbjecf**- 
ing all oaths and every liutniui law to'iljLia 
cardinal virtue of prudence. 'He ascril^d 
no evil intention to them on this accoonif 
probably, like some of the ancient philoSO^ 
pbers,*they were for referring all virtue'^ 
the utile, exclusive of the honestum. Ife 
also adverted to a passage where a - 

deal of temporal power in fixing the nuuio 
her and extent of parishes and dioc^j^^ 
was ascribed to the Pope, l^ut what pfij^ 
cipally attracted his attention was, a pjijb- . 
ushered into the 

with grei^solemnity, by the Cathoii|i;», 
called “ Vvard’s Errata of the f^rotes^^^ 
ti^nslation of the Bible,” where the 
lish church was charged with falsify'ipg 
the Scriptures. To this some Queries were 
subjoined, tending to shew that the «hiirah.' 
of Hngiand was no church at all, and 
ling it to the wisdom of Biiglishmen, 
ihcr there was any advantage in hiring 
clergy of that church at the expeneg^^^f' 
neany a million Sterling, to lead then^.}i|" 

the broad way of perdition ?* If tbeACetflfr '' 

__ _ ^.1 


lies were Ic^tal, and patriotic, these 
policy to break down tlie remaining bar-||. qualities would not be eiidangerad by 
riers. > * fVefusal of the prayer of this petition, ujii '''. 


The Bishop of Bangor had no objectioh 
to the fullest toleration in every r^p%ct; 
but if the jgrayer of this petition should be 
greeted the Coolies would be on a foot- 


' f^'^nting of which' could only ben^t aJ^V'. 
personl. * it' 

Lord Htachmm denied thatitlns 
party question, or that tmy infioehcq^jlliid-:^ 
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, ^plo^ed by Uutse with whom he 
89]i^ to bring foi?vard thia petit On, or to 
aggravate the irritation of the ''catholic 
' |||i^y. The n^at'ter was hot under llieir 
Icontroul; the catholics themselves had 
jtidged it proper to bring their claims be¬ 
fore parliament, and had first oilt red the 
petition to a noble duke at the head of the 
government. Upon his refusal th( y had 
his noble friend to present it. 

What private interest could they have in 
the agitation of this question r That it had 
bSfO often urged befoie, was no reason 
why it should not be discussed mow. 

I^e ofltDf r the subject was discussed, the 
better founded would the catholic claims 
appear. There weie few gieat constitu¬ 
tional objects gained without repeated ilis- 
<;agaion and perseverance. The march of 
• troth might be slow, but it always c'ame j the principle 
upb and gained the victory at last. Those,'! he had a dii 
liowever, who had to contend with pieju- — * 

dice, passion, and narrow vi(>w’s, conid not 
but expect to meet with calumny. The 
arguments against the claims, di;‘)W'n from 
the power of the pope, had been often 
urged and refuted. The power of the ca- 
^qHc church existed no longer, its impe¬ 
rious head svas bowed to the ground, and 
Itself bound in adamaiit-ne chains. Yet the 
dpposers of the claims spoke <»f the power 
nf the church, as it that powet had been 
in its zenith, and as ifthc pope lommandt d 
the world. It was a miserable eniploy- 
ment, to be constantly obliged to repeat 
these refutations. However obnoxiousthc 
doctrines ascribed to the Boniaii-catholic 
dUnrchwere, it was evident that if ever 
^ywere rapintained by the catholics, 

' thoynuw discla’med them. It had been 
a4ra« that nothing was more 
.fp^'rouuda prolcstant king v^thRoman- 
office!8. Experiencoj however, 
npwproved that there was no absurd ift' 
whatever in this; protestants commanded 
^ armies of l,ouis 14th; catholics were 
Employed ill the Ku.ssiaii goveriinient, and 
the three mandarins that attended lord 
l^fcartney in China were of three' diffe- 
sects. Could any one imagine that a 
iaan who possessed scope of mind sufficient 
the conduct of government, that a ze- 
'ifsl fit to be Wusted with the commantf of 
1 jrmy, thatild so far fgrget his honour 



I notions were not concerned. Great as the 
mischief had been, the name of religion 
had not been abused. The ideas wdiich 
some appeared to entertain of the influ¬ 
ence of speculative points of faith were 
not applicable to the present times, in 
almost cveiy country except our own, 
these restrii tions were done aw'ay. The 
Romnn-ciitholic church, instead of domi¬ 
neering over others, was scatcely able to 
sustain itself The clamour raised about 
its being subject to one head was now idle 
and absind, though a century ago, perhaps, 
this circumstance might aflurd reasonable 
ginuiuis for appri heiision. It had been 
remarked by the opposers of the claims, 
that a compliance with the prayer of the 
petition would h»' contrary to the prin¬ 
ciples of the revolot on. lie respected 
’ ’ s of the revolution, because 
diflerent view of them: their 
object was to guard the liberty of the sub¬ 
ject, to secure his right, and the stability 
of the contract betw’eejj^e“kmg anil the 
people; thej^'’qerrwas real liberty, and 
in order to secure that, these restrictions 
were then imposed ; but the occasion for 
them having ceased, the spirit and prin¬ 
ciples of the revolution required that they 
should be abolished. Many of the tnis- 
iortuncs of Ireland had resulted from this 
miimtcnt attempt at keeping the power in 
the hands of a lew, to the exclusion of the 
great body of the people from the chance 
of attaining the higher offices. Miserable 
and short-sighted pulitiiians! the evil 
they had done lived after them, and Ire¬ 
land still smarted under its eflects. The 
general disrespect of the law, the long- 
continued and deep-rooted discontent in 
Ireland, must h.ave resulted from as general 
a cause. His countrymen were extreme 
in their love and their hatred, their grati¬ 
tude aiKl their resentment; and hence the 
distractions that had arisen from an erro¬ 
neous policy, ljut, he was told that the 
peasants would be incliflerent to the bene¬ 
fits now claimed ; and that even though 
gianted, thu eflects would not teach them, 
irhe odious distinction established by law 
pvetween the Roman-catholic and the pro- 
Uestant being done away, the former would 
%id his consequence much increased; and 


_ ,many poot*people might have access to 

his du^ as to reader his power suBser^' seraral little offices, from which they were 
;t to gny improper practices connect^ at present in effect excluded by the stigme 

.I speculative matters of faith i In jne finder which they laboured. The noble 

i 'OMlient age, the influence of r^ieio^ opi- geninil concluded by a long comment 
wasvtet so strong. In dr^ upon the absurdity of excluding the cathor 
. splits thtit ha4 lately happened, religious lies from power upon soch/utile ground^ 



while ell Europe had coaleeced agaiiiet 
when all governments bad become tdlfe* 
rant but our own ; when all the power of 
the. people was reduced to nothing ; and 
' when our danger had increased in a ten¬ 
fold degree. 

Earl Mon/rgpe, in allusion to what had 
fallen from a right reverend prelate, ad¬ 
mitted that a million sterling was a great 
deal of money to pay annually to him 
and his brethren. As to the niLstranslation 
of the Bible, the papists were not perhaps 
far wrong, as far as respected the early 
versions. The garbled manuscript in the 
British Museum was a proof of this. The 
parts improperly translate*! having Been 
written in a dilfcrent ink from the true 
and genuine passages, time had consumed 
one of the sorts of ink, and the whole im¬ 
position w'as detected. But the bishops 
were very eager for uniformity: wher§ 
was tlyit uniformity in the church of Eng¬ 
land,:^hen the dilierenccs in the Common 
Prayer Bo«)ks o‘i*“CI^mbridge and Oxford 
amounted to 3,G00 and li^T'.voals ? All the 
bishops ought to be ashamed ofthemseives. 
He begged p.mlon for saying ‘ all one 
respectable prelate had made a mo<t 
logical, sound, and liberal speech on the 
present ot'cusion, and had been most mise¬ 
rably answered by the priest who .spoke 
last. When the privileges of three mil¬ 
lions of people were under consideration, 
it was .scandalous to be reading anonymous 
libels against them. He should have 
thought that the noble viscount on the 
enws bench (Sidmouth) might have been 


Tliahdbift baton 

mdlkm glared', that this db«eiS#i| 
neccssaiy for the salVation of 
If he thought's6 when In 
to have declared it; if his opiidi^^ 
changed, he ought to explain the.< 
that change. A great delusion wiU'Vti^ 
tised by stating that three millionsox^. 
pie were interested in this (mestitin,' 
in fact not more than three hundred ^Im 
be actually interested. He yvished, 
ever, to be distinctly understood as 
no opinion on the catholic claims; 
he meant wa|, that it was extremely 
erect to agitate the question when 
must be anticipated. ’ V.J V 

The Earl of Buc^n^hatnsAire oppo^)^ 
motion, because he was averse to the 
principle of the measure. He had' 

1 reason td love the people of Ireland,^ hx||, 
"he was convinced that a compliance w^'; 
the prayer of the petition would be so fw. 
from tranquillizing that country, that'w 
would have a quite contrary effect. 
catholics now wanted seats m parliameht^’' 
but this was only to be the step to a greilt' 
deal more. He gave it as his opinion, ffm . 
if the parliament was opened to the 
tholics, eighty dissenters from the chpidll^. 
of Engiund would ffe returned for Irelattid)| 
and thi.s opinion was founded on the gjteilf 
increase of the catholic freeholders. 
verting to the negative proposed to he ' 
lowed to his majesty in tile appointment olr, 
Roinan-catliolic bishops, he observed 
tins was no more than giving a concurret^^ 

' jurisdiction with Buonaparte, who contfi 


better ac()uaiuted with the rule of order, | nianded the pope. The principles of tlm' 


than to accus.? the catholics of a want of 
patriotism, merely because they persisted 
In claiming what appeared to them to be 
their due. The noble earl then read a 
paper publislied by the English c^holics, 
disclaiming ail the mischievous doctrines 
imputed to them, in which they were 
joined by the Irish catholics, and con¬ 
cluded by observing, that there could not 
be a libel urged against them to which 


catholic.s, he thought, ougiit to be watebn^. 
with ji^gjousy. He qiioteit an observatfoll 
pV^mtion of I>r. Milner, in 
to shew thelspirit which still appeared tit 
pi;cvail among them. This was a rt-iWt^W 
on the .statue of his majesty, or his piredfe* 
ce.ssor, at Cork; which was said to tni,, 
painted yellow because the king Xvas a^ 
orange-man, and sided with a'few thdbsan^^ 
of his# subjects against as many miltipoi^. 
He agreed perfectly with tlie noble b»“^ ^ 


that paper was not a complete ftaswer. 

Lord Mitlgrare was satisfied that thc| who introduced the subject, that it 
discussion of this subject could produce! be wise to make sT provision for the 
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nothing but irritation -and inis<;hief. He 
contrasted the conduct of the noble lordls 
opposite' when in power, with *their con¬ 
duct now they were out of power. When |%uii 


in power, they were ready to relinquish could do little good, and mlglit d#a ’ 


•Ven a comparati'^ly insignificant atiiea’ 
to relieve the catholics ; now they 
wi^ Out power, nothing would content 
tbbm hot a ntlbanid com;nete ceaceHton. 


lie clergy. This, and a proper 
education to, enlighten the minds 
pe^Je, would be the best boon teg 


The granting of the-present cl 


deal of|harr»- ' ” „ 

The Duke of NotfoSc supporte*! " 

tkm. Adverting to the power i^r '* 

Uieir fiidiops, Wlttch toe 




.to give his he Explained 

k'l^Vw fiilty- . They were disposed to lay 
blirew his majesty a list of three persons, 

. of whom bis majesty was to be at liberty 
^ fo"reject two ; the remaining one. would J 
be invested with the episcopal dignity; 

^ but if his majesty were to reject the whole 

S , then another list of three distinct 
ns would be submitted to his consi- 
ion, and so on until his majesty should 
(l^^ify his approbation of any individual, 

- oy'alluwing nis name to remain. The no- 
blO duke said he was somewhat surpri.scd 
>-'lit the manner in which the pame of Dr. 

Milner had been mentioned; he vi'as a 
gOhtleman of learning and science, with 
whose acquaintance he had been some 
, tiine Jionoured. The petition was recom- 
ipehded to the hou.se by the signatures of 
■Overal noblemen, the anrestors of some of 
' Klhom had been in parliament in times 
.. 'afjore favourable to iheir religious tenets, 
one of them had been rai.sed to the 
peerage by his present majesty, lie him- 
gelf respected the established ehnrch as 
IbUehas any man, and if lie thought it 
iwQold be in fliesmallestilegrecendaiigered 
^ the indulgencies sought by the catlio- 
Mb, he should mast assuredly oppose the 
./vjpaasure; but being coti'Viiiced that nothing 
: df fhat kind was to he apprcheiidecl, he. 
t^hoUld support the reference of the peti- 
. i^oh to a committee. , 

' Lord Erskine was of opinion, that parlia- 
iheiit had gone on too far in the system of 
«^ncession to tlie catliolic.s now to make a 
Stdp, eonsistentiy with the object winch 
^Ve rise to that system, lie oould not 
ei^ceive the<- principle upon which the 
t^Mlholics were ifllmitted into the army, the 
nivy, and certain civil departnu^iit^btHfiVi 
Mate, while they vvere to be eluded from 
appointments for which the petitiop* 

' ers sought. The house should, lie thought, 
into the proposed committee, and there 
K might be considered how far the prayer 
df thff* petition might be acceded to, and 
whether any and what conditions, were 
necessary to accompany the grant of the 
‘grayer of the petitioners in order to secure 

Protestant establishilicnt, in .solicitude ^Vas it Just, as long as the country pog. 
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not declare mfut decidt^dly, that his ob¬ 
jection to granting the prayer of the peti¬ 
tion did not rest Cn times and circum- 
stancc.s, but on principle. This opinion 
was founded on his conviction that a pro- 
testant government alone was consistent 
with the laws and constitutipp of the British 
empire. The noble baron by whom the 
que-stion had been brought forward had 
said, that it would be no iiiju-stice to keep 
a Roman*catlioiic from the crown, because 
no person who could have any pretensions 
to the crown was a catholic. But such a 
case might exist; the presumptive-heir to 
the crown might be a catholic, and then 
his'exclusion would be a hardship; but 
that was not to be set against the sai’ety of 
the protestant establislunent. Our alle¬ 
giance to the house ol Brunswick was paid, 
not because it was the house of Brunswick 
^lune, but because it was a protestant 
house. If it was necessary'that the king 
of Great Brituiit should be a prot^^tant, 
was it not iiecrssa ry' visers should 

he so too? Jjatrrne bird cliaiiccllur (the 
li.ee|)cr of the king’s conscience), the 
judges, and the great olfu eiN of the state, 
should be protest.misAmi if this were so, 
was it not more wise and expedient to ex¬ 
clude catholics from thest; situations by 
law, than to throw upon the king the odium 
of rejecting them ? For let the house bear 
ill niiiul, that the priiici|)le of the prayerof 
the petition went to tlie attaiinneiit of all 
power, on equal terms with tin: prote.staiits, 
a principle which no monarch could ven¬ 
ture to apply practically without endan¬ 
gering the constitution, it must he re¬ 
collected, that the catholics were not at 
present excluded from places of liie highest 
trust by any direct law. They exchided 
themselves becau.se they would not take 
the prescribed tests (prescribed Ao all the 
subject's of the empire indiflerently); and 
particularly because they would not take 
the oath nt supremacy, by which .they ab¬ 
jured all fundgn temporal and ecclesias¬ 
tical dominion in these realms. The first 
question therefore was, whether or not this 
^ath was founded in reason and principle ? 


ierrthe maintenance of which he would 
yield to no person or party w,hatever. 
lArd Hatvkesbmy had kopm, from the 

i*.s a II a I I 


sessed a protestant government and a pro- 
t&stant estHblisbment, to require that the 
members df the legi.«lature, and the great 


Mndhct of the learned lord when this sub V o6^cers of the state, should abjure foreign 
’"it wassdast before parliament, and from t^^mporal, as well as foreign eeelesiastical, 
^knowledge of the laws and^jcon^^itution domipion ? Consistently with the security 
country, that he would vote t^inst of the protestant government and the ^ro- 
'f^ir%otiDlP, and not for it. For his own testant establishinem, it was qot posubltt 
llg sbtmld fiiil in bis duty if he did to dispense with this test. rThe laii^e pro- 



pbrtidn of Mif 

the catholics i[^ied,i|Hi(ij oeeM' sttUetl ] 
a reason for acceding fo their request. This 
, question must be viewed in one of two 
points: if the empire were considered (and 
in his opinion w-e were bound so to con¬ 
sider it) as a whole, then in any legislative 
regui.ition, parliament ought to be influ¬ 
enced, not by what was the majority of a 
certain class in a part of the empire, but 
by what was the roajoiity of th it class in 
the whole empire. On this footing, the 
claim of the catholics was indefensible ; 
and It was that the two islands might thus 
be considered as a svhole empire, that *lie 
Union had been projected. If the other 
view of the subject weie taken, if the ma¬ 
jority in a part of the einpiicwcre to deter¬ 
mine tlic regulations of the legislature, the 
consequence would then be, that if the 
present question were carried, the catholics 
might t,o flirther. They might then say, 
that as'their h'^iog a majority in the po¬ 
pulation of Ireland bi.J ‘'^en admitted as 
a ground for their admissibiffty into the 
high oflices of the s'att, the same circum¬ 
stance would entitle them to substitute a 
caihohc for a protestant cbUhlishment in 
that country. This was a question directly 
aflbctiiig every catholic who had an acre 
of land in Ireland; every man who now 
jsaid to the support of two r hiirches, would 
be veiy re idy to gel i id of that burden by 
the biihversion of protestantisui, as the 
estalilished religion of the coimtiy. He 
allowed that no such object was hinted 
at in the petition, but experience had pio- 
nounced decidedly on this subject. Was 
i^ not Within eveiy man’s recollection, that 
id 1793 and 1791, the catholic.s of Irelaftd 
s^re called upon to state the whole of 
their demands r They did state the whole 
of their demands, ’fney were granted by 
the Irish parliament, and what followed ? 

that they urged fresh demands. In ^ 
support: of his opinion, with respect to the 
disposition of the catholics to presume on 
^ny indulgence that was granted to them, j 
he read an, extract from a work by sir John: 
Throgjmorfcn (a moderate catholic), in’ 
whSeh their wish to insinuate a catholic 
establishment was sufficiently indicated^ 
D; therefore, the, Icjgislature of •Great Bri-, 
tain were to surrender to the catholics ^e, 
barrier iit question, that surrender would 
bad to flie dcsUuction of the present e<> 
clesiutical establishment in Iroknd. * tlie 
question to be discussed was the pro* 
^b^ld,the prayer of the petition 
be ^nfpVied with, that such compliance 
Vot. XL 
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bAeffi 

NooAecftuldfpKit^fataehtthe. 

that hftd reqenily occurred 
kingdom j but, oft a close 
found that these disturbances had no 
ginated* in any political or religioiu c«; 
They chiefly arose from a demand no 
by tne catholic priests for an iucreali^ 
their dues, and fioin other local grievance 
which, although they were bcvcrelyffi" 
were 'itiil but local. It he w as well-foapo 
in tills statement, what became of the nob 
baron’s assertion, that a compliance 
the petition Would allay the ge 
content of the Irish ? No man cO 
that it was desiiable to allay that 
tent; but he would positively 
the measure proposed was calcula 
so; on the rontiaiy, he was convince^ ^ 
4)y inciting to new uemands, demands lit*!: 
could not he complied with, we si 
give birth to new causes of discontent, 
noble baion had dw'elt on the necessit 
compliance on account of the great 
to which tne toimtry was exposed in 
present state of the world. The cUU 
certainly was in great danger; hp 
foimei periods it had also been 
danger (thou$<h pcnliaps not in such 
danger as at this moment, yet in d 
so gieat that the government would^ 
have been justified had they not reij 
to cit*ly means of defence within 
powei), yet flu* government at those 
nods never sought for assistance by 
leiideiing the barriers of the constitu 
In the beginning of the reign of king 
ham, the country was exposed to a 
foreign force; the FiencA fleet disp 
Vitk^'/ British the dominion of (he s, 
Trerand*wa^^tn a most distuibed stale;;'I 
England there existed a strong part y^^ 
tabbed to the exiled family. But, am!^ 
all these dangers, did tne guyemmeitf 
think of surrendering the baixiers 
constitution > No; they felt that th* i 
rity of the country depended upon 
constitution, and that the security of 
constitution depended upon tlie’protes 
establishment By uniting these fi 
' together, they were enabled success 
to oattle with the enenyes by whofo 
were surrotflidqd* fn 
^ictibn that the mass of the people 
I .nnd would not ne benefiteo by*t] 

I cessiof^ which it was proposed to malps 

■ b; 

thority. Arthur O’Connor, Menrs. 
vin and Emmett, had dUtmptJjg 
that they woyld not But it was fo 





that Smlet a |>ro^ 

ttf wtablishmeitt, wti'fe ailAred to 
a and to administair the lavrs, ought to 
hit to som% test of their dctermina> 
iuviotably to maintain that establish* 


f J''tjavd HoUftad did not think it necessary 
dQte^ into a discussion of the various 
. J^mjoaical points which bad been brought 
^^^ard in the course of the debate. The 
^ii^tion for parliament to consider was, 
Nn^t was the state of Ireland, and what 
;.\fh.h;*’eniedy proper to be applied to it in 
l^l^Jtresent exigency ? If tlnrgood will of 
millions of the people was necessary 
^^hn stfety of Ireland, if Ireland was lu- 
tb (he safety of the empire, this 
ought to be acceded to. With 
^w'danger of the present day he conlsnrl- 
':w.'fbat no preceding petiod could fairly. 
^fetpinpareiL The reign of William III. 
^ (<ra hh had been quoted, had no analogy 
(S^eTer to it, and therefore the existence 
penal laws, at that or any other pe- 
'^iod v^at.had been mentioned, Bould pre- 
fjU^jt.noithiog in their justification at this 
ji jfiji^t &htt. These penal laws were, in his 
odious, but peculiarly so at 
a ap fenf. when all the, pretexts for their 
I Pl^ al enactment ceased to exist. The 
lord vindicated the book of Dr. IVIil- 
|m|1^gainsttbe misrepresentation ofit which 
.llraehred in the speech of one of tlit reve- 
prelates; but he contended that 
^%a£evcr that book, or the book of any 
individual, how'ever high in talent 
gfe oharacter, mtglu contain that should bo 
^nr^pnslble, could not fairly be alleged 
'groundcensure upon the whole 
which that individual mh^>f. ho _af 
|pbmbc)r. lie replied to 
||rarthe' peasantry of Ircland*'cared not a 
Wtoibg about the object for which the 
^mjghcr orders of ibeir persuasion were now 
‘>^(ei)ring. What, he would ask, bound a 
tp the glory of his county? What 
the lovt'er orders rejoice in the ho- 
. and achievements of their generals 
&d- admirals ? What made their hearts 
with exultation at,thc mere mention 
^mch names as Nelson’s ? What, but the 
n^ciple and feeling which must excite 
in ttolriiih peasant’s^reast, when 
^pimed of;pe advancement and distinc- 
6f onfef jw his persuaSion and way qf 
^inkin^» iAs to th« attemptmai^ to identi- 
^tne involution with the aborttihal^e code 
tim i atiiolics,' he protested against 
^raypantity. He also protested against 
jUri^olution, as being provoked by ca- 


thbllcismi' Of the pbr^lality bf 

James H. td that cr^d. No; it arose out 
of liis perseverance in urging that dispens¬ 
ing power which his unfortunate father 
attempted to establish. But the main (jucs* 
tion to consider on this occasion was this: 
by whom had any of the riots or commo¬ 
tions, ascribed to the catholics, been excit¬ 
ed and directed ? Certainly not by catho¬ 
lic generals, admirals, or senators, whatever 
concern the catholic populace might have 
in them. Therefore no precedent could be 
adduced from history to justify any appre¬ 
hension of danger from such persons as 
thin petition referred to. Iiuleeil, as to his¬ 
tory, it would not be the interest of either 
sect to reti I to it, as a great deal ol excess 
might be shewn on both sides. To the 
assertion of the noble L.aron (Hawke.sbury) 
that the catholics owed their exclusion to 
<heir own conduct in refusing to subscribe 
to the oaths of supremacy and .abjuration, 
he would shortly reply, by referring to 
those oaths, aiuLtlicn-!!e would ask any 
eaiidid manf wurthev it was possible for 
any catholic to swear such oaths ; to .sub¬ 
scribe to tests which absolutely proscribed 
his own faith : the proposition was mock¬ 
ery. The noble lord concluded w'ith a 
commentary upon the principles and 
objects of those with whom the penal 
laws originated, and pronounced the con¬ 
duct of the old whigs of the Revolution 
who sanctioned them, as highly disgrace¬ 
ful. 

Lord Auckland said that he should state 
very shortly the motives of his adherence 
to the opinion which be had expressed so 
fully on a former occasion. He had even 
been inclined to give a silent vote; for it 
did not appear to iiim that any new circum¬ 
stances had arisen, or that any new argu¬ 
ments ^ad been adduced to shake or con¬ 
trovert the solemn decision of 1805. With¬ 
out entering into any details, he felt 
himself compelled by his sense of public 
duty to resist any further indulgences to 
'heRomaiv-catholics of Ireland. From 1778 
to I7P3 concession had followed conces¬ 
sion, and every indulgence bad produced 
anew demand; “ Increase of app(‘tite''had 
** grown by what‘it fed on.” Many of 
{hose concessions had been wise and just, 
and he bad materially contributed to some 
oi*them; but be bad always considered 
fhe concessions of 1795 as going beyofid 
thif'Ihie of prudence; and- to tiie eifbet of 
those concessions he attributed the embar- 
ritssiitsanom^y in which Irelitfid was now 
placed, with refcience to'idie other parts 




ui’rthe^ unitfttf kijtgdem: vinier|^iltiiQ^ 
mwlor discussion (toi^aded ■every 
tkat itad been leserrecT in I79S ; and, in 
y^rt, a fail participation of the official, 
'^dicial, and legislative powers of the em¬ 
pire. lie could not bring himself to 
accede to sucit a claim. He thought it 
right to resist the theoretical .solecism of a 
|trotti.s(ant king and papist councils, and to j 
Hiaintain the predominance of that mild 
and reformed religion, whicli i)y its princi- 
jiles was incorporated with the system and 
security of the British constitution. This 
opinion had been sanctioned by the wis¬ 
dom of our ancestors in all the mcasjjrcs 
which immediately preceded and accom¬ 
panied the Revolution of 1688. The same 
doctrine had been recognized in the union 
with Scotland, and through the whole of 
‘ the eighteenth century, and finally in the 
fifth article of the union with Ireland. U' 
then it \iere cfear (as he contended) that 
wliat is now asked is not a claim of right 
hut matter of indulgence, the decision 
must rest on expediency <iwl he could 
not hesitate to say, tliat he was not pre¬ 
pared to break down the remaining bar¬ 
riers, under the protection of ivhicli we have 
risen to a state of prosperity, freedom, 
and pre-eminence, which distinguishes us 
among the nations of the world, and has 
made us what we arc. Nor did he think 
it necessary to argue how far the. catholics, 
if they should attain what tljcy now asked, 
might be disposed to look forwards to the 
attainment of an acknowledged church 
establishment, and to the withholding of 
all support to the exercise of the protest- 
ant reformed religion. Under these im¬ 
pressions, he was not disposed to go into a 
committee on the petition, because he re¬ 
mained in the persuasion that every thing 
had been done which could rcasoi^bly he 
asked or granted. Nor did be feel him¬ 
self called upon to say whether under any 
supposabic circumstances, it might not be¬ 
come expedient to give what their lordships 
would now refuse. From the yast conduct 
of parliament he had the fullc.st confidence 
in their wisdom, temper, firmness, and 
consistency ; and greatly would R hav3 
been to the credit of liiany of his country¬ 
men, and of several corporatioj^, if, in tfie 
last year, they had preserved the samtf 
dignified and conciliatory moderatiorg of* 
which their parlit^ment had set so eminetit 
an example. But instead of trusting Mi 
on whom it became them to rely, they bad 
convertedHhis great national question into 
a senseless efecUoneering cry and c)a- 


y giving to It a te^jpotaryjs 
characltcrr.itnder a pretext ^ cx 
loyalty add ill-iToonded alarnu.' 
spect t 9 the mover and supporters 
present question, he gave ev,eiy eredif 
the full purity of their motives; he.]^ 
them to be as far removed as he could 
Irom any indiilureiice concerning 
called the establi-shmcnt in chufcH.f|d 
state ; nothing had pccurred to 
his friendship for therii, or da, p|bakg 
attachment tq them. But he 
dillbr from them on a point in 
impossible to have apy cootplgi^! 
compromise, and in which the 
authority cannot i be placed a 
weig|itof self-conviction. . , „ 

'idle Earl of Suffolk vindicate^ tb|^*jlS 
racier and conduct of the Roman 
of Ireland and Great Britain frQin’.t}|| 
persions I hrovvn upon them by their, 
mies, and gave his Jieurty. stqipor^ 

iiiuliniir • , ' 

liord Crcnrille made a short reply, 
proposition relative to the future d 
ment of catholic bishops in Ireland 
his knowledge, long in conteni|i^ , 
although the cathorics had not, uotiiJai 
thought proper to make it public. Ij 
a proposition, indeed, known to bis 
hon. ii'iend now no more (Mr. Pi 
was one of those guards and cot 
with wliicii he meant to accompan; 
conce-ssinns winch he proposed to 
to the Catholic body. With rega_,^ 
the nature of the proposition itself^ 
should rather think, that instead of 
senting^he names of threS persons ,'t< 
king, toi Iv.; majesty to choose oii^. 
among thorn, as had been mentintiit^ 
would be more eligible to present 
name, and if that were rejected, aiij^ 
and so on in succession until his maj ' 
approbation should be obtained.-^ 
the personal animadversions ip' 
.somcwioble lords had thought pr< 
indulge, be really thought th^t w.h4. 
reflections might be made upon Ui& 
racter, it would'have been quite*.! 
upon the question at present before; 
lords, through his solicitude for ,w|l|j 
hatk twice sacrificed the highest qjiti 
the state.—Upcti a division, the n 
were: 

Oon'Knts - - - - 

Non-Contents • - 




m, 

■‘;ptr^rgyf«. 

,|||ci]ui«cii of 
,).^uckuigiuHa, 
AStaBord, 

L^^^rby, 

;:;’Suftbfk, 

Essex, 

ftesba ry^ 
'b^i^lberoenle, 
feiJaniey, 

h Irt^lbrd & Mortimer, 
-X^yrpcr, 

';‘^fWeoiworth Fit** 
william. 


V^>ny»g*»a»i 
. IJCHioughmore, 
, . 'Koyilyo, 
ViKOunto 
.‘’^'Hereford, 
tbrnfan. 


Lut qf ihfi .% 

I 

Somers, 




_i of 

^Komicb. 

(!*■' 

.end Sele, 
rVohn, 

G^y De lluthyn, 

'»Occr of VVonxi- 
fciebton (marquis 
Blandford), 

;,.^CHI'ton (e. Darnley) 
viife'KfeS, 

of 

sitaiid, 
jwke, 

uiigetford (earl of 
Moira), 

J^KOTEST AGAINST THE HEJfECTION OF 

^ jfi &OMAN Catholic Petition.] The 
W'thg Protest was entered upon the 

#,Dissentient, 1st, Because wc arc fully 
Mted tl>ut the removal of the unmerited 
I’tregrading exclusion to which a most 
' lerous and ^ uable part of the commo- 
r have beenip^Qng subjected, and the 
vtin^ to wc w hole * people oCthis 


, ■ Braybrooke, 
Grenville, 

Upper Ossory (earl 
of) ' • 

Mendip (v. Clifden) 
Duodiis, 

('suvdor, 

Carrinutan, 

Butler (carl of Or¬ 
mond), 
Hutchinson, 
Erskine, 

Crevra, 

Ponsonby of Imo> 
kiliy. 

Proxies. 

Dukes of 

GraBon, ' 

St. Albans, ' 

Devonsliire. 
Marquis of 
Bute. 

Earls 

Cianricafde, 

Thanec, 

Carlisle, 

Taiikerville, 

Guildford, 

• llardwickc, 
Charleniont, 

Orford, 

St. Vincent, 

Grey. • 
Viscount 
Anson. 

Lords 

Stawell, 

I.ucan, 

Foley, 

Southampton, 
Bulkele^y,^.^ 
Fife, V*^ * 

Yarborough, 
Glastonbury, « 
Breadalbane. 


d ,'kingdom all the privileges aad<<r asAaopording to the ancient. practice of 


British coii-stilutlon, would be 
^urq: of unquestionable yusfiie and 
^n).-~-2d, Because we conceive that 
ifdoterStination''would in itself afford 
kt^eurity for our civil and religious. 


constitution^ of eoi^i* 

dering the subject ja^conunittee oftha 
whole house, gave an oppwtuoity of esta¬ 
blishing, by tlm wisdom and autliority of 
parliainept, and with the cordiai concur-' 
rence of, all parties, such safeguards as 
must tranquillize the apprehensions of the 
most tearful, and allay the jealousies of 
the most suspicious.—<3d, Because, al¬ 
though the increased support and dimi- 
ni.shcd resistance which this proposal ha» 
now experienced in both houses of parlia¬ 
ment, as well as the manner in which it 
has been discussed on the part of its oppo¬ 
nents, encourage us to look with perfect 
confidence to its approaching and entire 
accomplishniT‘nt, yet we are of opinion 
that by delay many of its happiest elfects 
are end.aiigered ; and we are confident 
that there never was in the history of the 
jis'orld a moment in which a measure, in 
itself de.sirable, was more imperiously 
called fiir by circumstances of immediate 
and uncontroulable nedSssiiy.—The unit¬ 
ing, by inuMial^iberalily, kindness, and 
confidence, the hands and hearts of all bis 
majesty’s subjects in defence of tlie inva¬ 
luable blessings of security, liberty, aiwl 
national independence, is, at this jierilous 
crisis, the first duty that we owe to our¬ 
selves and to our posterity ; and it is the 
only mode by which we can reasonably 
hope, under the protection of Providence, 
to maintain these blessings amidst the 
mi.sery. and subjection of so many sur¬ 
rounding nations. (Signed) Spencer, 
Shafisbury, Mendip, Jersey, Fortescue, 
Suffolk and Berks, Nugent, Buckingham, 
Bedford, Donoughmore, Ponsonby, Ross- 
lyn, Kawdoii, (earl of Moira) for the first 
and second reasons ; Ponsonby, of Jmo- 
killy, Essex, Hutchinson, Lauderdale, Nor¬ 
folk, (qaii marshal), St. John, Vassal Hol¬ 
land, Grenville, Cowper, Stafford, for the 
first and second reasons; Spenco^ of 
Worinleighton fMarquis of Blandford), 
Oxford and Mortimer, Wentworth Fita- 
w’lliain, Cjiwdor, Argyll.” 

•• Dissentient; Because the fitness of 
■yielding to, or resisting, in the whole, or 
in part, the prayer of the petition, so res* 
puctfully submitted' to the considerstioA 
oVtbe bong^, depended upqn prlnciples-ao 
momentous, and details so .compltcatoiL^ 


pnrliament, mould have been referred to 
thgfuftore deilibcrate consideration of > n 
committee. And because the petition, 
haying proceeded qxmtaneoasJy from the-' 
caihoUcs 9f Iceland suppibrted hylarga 


t 


bodies ojF‘>llM»Jr pn>(eatent end 

sanctions by l^erat «nd bsdtitgeoi 
policy* regarding them which has so re* 
^parkdbly characterised bis majesty's rei^. 
It was most es|)ecully entitled to our ia* 
vouiable consideration (Signed) 

Erskiiie, Norfolk, (eail marshal), Spencei 
oi Wormleightoii.” 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Flidajf, May 27. 

[Lit c Annuity Plan.] On the motion 
of the Chancelloi of the Exchequer, the 
bou'>e resolved itself into a committee on 
the resolutions of the committee respect¬ 
ing the transfer of 3 per cent, stock for 
Life Annuities. 

j\Ir. Ttaney submitted a variety of cal¬ 
culations, tciuling to shew the inefhcacy 
and mutility of the measure. If ever thero 
was a pet lod. When a man would be dis- 
mciuicd to increase his income at the ex¬ 
pence of his capital, it must be at that 
period when thcie was a tax upon income, 
and none upon capital He objected to 
the plan particiilai ly, because it interfered 
with the sink'ng fund, and with the faith 
of the country pledgi d in consequenre of 
that ineasnie; but he did not do so m 
the abstiait ; he ob|ei tod to it because 
It was a diuct iiitiaction of that measnic, 
without beini> calculated to produce any 
advani nje to the country. He was against 
any iiueiftreiice with the sinking fund, 
unless It was to resloie it to the state 
HI which it stood picvious to the year 
1602. In that case the public would 
begin. Ill the ne\t year, or in the year 
following, to feel the advantages of it; 
but by the present measure this alleviation 
of the public burthens must be protiacted 
for a number of years. The act stipulated 
that the commissioners should, from time 
to time, from year to year, lay out large 
sums in the purchase of stock. It was no 
answer to those who had contracted on 
the faith of these annual purcihtisek and 
who might have done so with the tlw of 
a spowly sale, to say, ' there is no fahrmn 
done, in the course of ten yean p^aps 
things will be restored 'to their proper and 
ovdmary course.' Having oniw adopted 
the present measure, it would ^ in vain 
to say that the sinking fund was intenif^d 
to be held sacred ; for in agreeing to thi^ 
proposition the house practised <me 


ft Bwn, 

hhifamrip' and'irf] 
he coold thu^nqse his own ineoi!^ 
proportion of 12 to 3, or instead'hC 
could proenro for his own life A^QiOL 
annum* If, therefore, tho right hum 
was to canry through the measure, p*.. 
hop< d he would limit the age. Out, '' 
the whole, he submitted to the committee . 
that the present was a measure 
ought not to be suddenly gone info. ^ ’ 
The Chancellor <if the JExcheqiar 
expectation, that the progress'of the mtilti 
sute proposed would be very repidt 
present was not a plan which tie, VMM 
nave been inclined to propose, 
resources for the service of the yeafr^w^ 
he was convinced, from the infornuPl 
and applications he had already rvirifTriMif, 
I on the subject, Chat it would be one 
permanent advantage, and of 
though no question of revenue were 
nected with it, the advantages wMltd 
geneially and satisfactorily feh. KelMfo. 
convuiceif theic would be applieeU^h* 
for liberty to avail themsulvesuof tins mejk>' 
suie, from sourr es of whii h the ri|^ 
gent, had at jiiescnt no idea. Theye- yp ii o 
persons m the i onjtant habit of 
annuities toi themselves and others, lb", 
whom this measiiie would present’"yip 
means of Mving all the original expei^^ 
of siK h a (oiiti act. Stript as the prediplt 
incasuie would be, of every expeiu^^^l) 
this kind, he was satisfied it would 
an objei t of public as well as of 
vuiual advantage. The right hon. 
had not sa d any thing as to the mormtl^*^ 
of the measure, which wa%a*alr<mgelqi^ ' 
tion 4 on a former night; he ritoolA« 
^ot, thereto le, enter on this pdin^ IfiM, 
should content iiim^elf widi obsertUK^ 
tftat there appeared to him to be 
unusual, or inconsistent with political * 
nomy, m allowing persons the opoom*- 
nity of providing for themselves m 
manner. What were Friendly Sociffre^ ^ 
Were*they calculated for the adviuitj||!^. 
either of the widow or of the childfob fiM 
They sorely werctnot; but by thcnl 
of the income was laid aside for tlfo 
nefitofthe person himself, withpal 
regard to Itis ^mily.* Tlie rigbt 

t ent? alluded to the proposal of sir CteMWn 
aville, which, ‘though not adi^ted 
parhainent^ was still an anilun'ity m favi^ , 
of such*a measure. As to the idea of tira . 
being any infraction on the rfoasurt 
the mnking fynd,.he admitted that it Wh. 
so in 'manner in wordsi, but not at iP 


• ft 


' mt> vt, tioa 


m«|^t. It would bavti tlbu 4dft4t of talt> 
itis out of the market a quantity <t stoik, 
tiltt ot subttitutinq in the place of it uhat 
atemld, by no taeana, be so inaikelable a 
commodity It would, m fact, give addi* 
tioual eliect to the tv,o objects ot tin sink¬ 
ing fund. By the tormci opoiation, tiu 
amount of the dnidend only would be 
taken out of the maiUt, by the picsent 
meaauic, the amount ot the c ipital itsi It 
would be tak( n out oi it Thus, not only 
the redemption ot tin debtnouid be so- 
CUiod, but 41111 objict would ilso be 
diected at in ('ulioi pen^id Instcid, 
tberetuie, of being an mtiaeiioi'i on the 
ainking fund, it would add tiesh iigoiii | 
to It. 

Lord H Petty Slid, (hat (In iiv^lit 
bon. gent admittid h< expected no u < it 
immediate eileit iiom the nuisiiu, bnti 
that it would be giadual In this his 
lordship could haidly agree , loi it in U 
tdi understood the plin, (he ii_,iit hui 
gent, expected the ttiiids to ii « , uid 
whenever they did i isc to 11 ( 1 1 1 ’fn In i ,lit 
the measuie was to e< u>e Ills loidsinp 
thought the pi in a^toge tin i ob,icti(>iidiil< I 
in a political, nioi il, and hnancial point oi 
l^»nr He asked, would il hi pio) ti oi * 
rather would it not be dmgciou in thi | 
extreme, it the ga it bulk oi tin pii iei(\ 
of this countiy wcK allowed to lx tliiowii 
ibto annuities ^ Jhe tight lion .^eili hid I 
referred to the e isc ol he ne hi sot le tns is I 


I ing to purchase annuities tor thotr own lives, 
I whii h must at all times be preferable to 
tliose on the lives of others, vet pti&ons 
I would often be found, compelled by some 
I resstue, to silt tiuir annuities to a disad- 
vintage, and puiehaseis would dso be 
found, tempted by the desno ot a proht- 
ililt bell gun 

Ml St lied, that with it sped 

to the noble loid s phii, it would not be 
Intelfeled witli hv tins iiuasuK, bee luse 
ee It Hilly tin Sinking i und would in ten 
jtais be 111 as good a situation, nolwith- 
stuifling the optiatuii ol this ]>laii, as 
inuipi rh it ol till iK blc Imd 1 ins plan 
w IS nut to hold out an iiiiiueiini iit but to 
idold HI oppu iiiiiilv to poisons nishing 
topuulnsi iiinuiti - to invest thni i i- 
pitil 111 tint in Hint 1 , I I It wou'il nn- 
(loubteiily be i gir it eonvenii lue to in iny 
mibvi 111 ilo, wlio nii.^bt hivt to be pi ith 
innnities to depend nits to Inn then 

I mds disi liugeil oi sii h niiu it c <> bv pui- 
ehis s iindii tii^jm suit pi n llie lion 
,,int (hen eliiwi 1 b\ c ilt id liions tint 
tiuopii til n ot iliis I I nvviild ueihiite 
till peiiod oi the iidiniption oi tin | idilic 
di lit, vviilioiit pi dll n. till nil ipi lilt > in 
till (il ct oi the Slid ing tiind ippiilieiided 
hv till nobh h id 

Ml Jh Ilf ( 1 'ill/ llion III ill if llii [)l III 

II iw pioposid Mould hive tiu 11 > i r f 
ciicouiiging i leatii ii lee ot liu^alify 
ill tlie lowci el issos, I \ dh iilinj tin in an 


oba in his favour It lie (lord 11 J*clty) eippoituintv ol ipplyni thin sivnuis, 
faUwaver, had been to scle<t i case on the vntlipuiiet heeiiiitv to ilu nieti ise of 
other side, he did not (liink he could have then iiuomes nui tint in th s pi int ot 
bit on one more completely in tavoui of view the beiuht would ivubi nice any 
his aigumml , In the rase of bene fit evil wine li ini^hl uise tninit 
•OCieties, part of the income ot i w\,(4.u is Mi Bidilulph diil not think ihi le would 
inverted into a fund for the ^suppoi t ot be iiiv sound objci tjon to the adoption of 
the person dunng life, thus, d tcnipoi iiy tins pi in, on the eoiiti iiv lie vv isiiicndly 
coiivcited into i iiioio peiniiiu’Vit to its ad'iption, hci nisi main eountiy 
fimd. But by the picsent nieasiiu, the like this theic should lu is gnat idivei- 
penaanent was to be conveited into tin sily as possible oi ojiiion ifhided to pir- 
tettip(\^ry fund. Ills loidship w is de- sons wishiiig to fay out tluii capital with 
Cidedly of opinion, that this me isure would security ; and to show tli it lie vv is iiu ndly 
be pieiudicial not to those alone wlit) were te tlm adojition, he jiioposed thit the aii- 
M^tdaced to tiy Its effect, but also to the nuitWshould be leiulcrid mote iiiuket- 
pjrblic cieditor. The light hnn gent ^bie by facilitating the insurance ot the 
iOrel^ did not mean to state that these ^hves bf the nominees, bv taking off the 
tmnaities would not be transtened, and of tjix upon the polincs of insuianee* upon 
CkOrse would. Hi k ditUrrnt ^hape, bring such hveaq—Uhc Resolutions were then 
tbr same quantity of stock again into the '‘agieed to. 

market^ Ibelhcmcm to contend th it ic If Bank or Treiand "j The houie went 
ttbglit not happen, that, from tjie casual- iftto a committee ot ways and means ; in 
life of human life, a poison who had pui- wbv.b, 

dmud atv annuity might not be obliged Mi Foster, after detailing the history 
texmi It again ? Thus, though government and progress of the Bank ot lu kind, stateei, 
might bb ready to grant to persons wish- that it was proposed that the bank capital 


t 



should b« increased ^om ;.one-mittio{i and i>»d-Iti’wtafr■ 

a half to ttro millions jtnd a half; the iodividuy that the army s^ftpaf ldihatieiie^ 

terestonthe additional million to be the ' Chmctliin- (he Exckapmkmi^lt^l 

>rauie as on the present capital ; a million tained that the liberality efid 
' and a quarter to be advanced to govern- the hank of.> Ireland had not 
irient fur the period of the charter, unless smallesa reason to be called in quesl^^^ 
government slanild upon certain notice 'Five addition was only one millioa 
think jjroper to repay it sooner. The currency; apd the security t^hich'i^ 
Irish bank, was also to manage the whole gave to individuals, and the benefit to.thitt^ 
debt of Ireland, free of further expence, public by tlie gratuitous management^*#? 
w hatever addition may be made to it. He its debt,were ample reasons for the renewed*; 
therefore moved, I'hat it be the opinion of of its charter.—The Resolutions were theit^' 
the committee, that the governor and com- agreed to. 

paiiv of ilie Bank of Ireland be continued [Suoak-Di.sxii.lation.1 On the 

* * •• .••1.1 .. i*!_ • .1 .. .A* - ri 


as a'corporal ion till the 1st of Jan. of |()rd Binning, the report of the 001*14^ 

Mr. Timiey olvjectcd to the resolution, niitU'e respecting the use of Sugar, 
on (he ground that he disap]>roved of the tilieries was brought up; and the hoit^^. 
principle of borrowing money from the resolved into a committee for the rCeop^'. 
imnk whilst the rcslriction of specie ex- mitmfnt of the two first Resolutions/ -Oaat<.t 
isted, and he t|ioiigl»t this a bad money- the first Resolutioji being read, ■ ■■■'ft; 


bargain for the |iiitjlie. 

R.t„ r» -I A 


Mr- Coke repeated his former ohjecti^Ol^ 

.1 B . * B -*» - .n.. 


Mr./Wi.r replied, that tliis million was to the measure, and contended that tiiwi' 
to ba raised by the bank proprietors or apprehension of scarcity wsus untbunde^ 
from snbseribois, and would be ^^(/f mid had arisen from tbeconductof the W«abiy 
an increase of their rciiewnl. Tiie niolivo iitdiun njeft;hants, andthediscussionof'thi»v^ 
of the renew al of the ciiarler was not with subject. lie denied that the Jast hae^sfeV 
a vii.\v to any money liargain, but to se- was sliort, and stated as a proof of 


(ini' the exisli iice oi'the coiii[)any» to di* 
count at five per cent, li.r the jiublic. 


that the price of corn was not higheF!ftlMili|<'' 
w ns necessary to nti^rd a fair profit to 


]\lr. Panntl objcfted to the leiiewal of farmer. • lie contended, that if this-mei|l4;i 
tin charter, becauso it would remove the sure were to be continued for only 
transiictii.ns of the bank out of the controul years, there would not be produced. 
of parllaiiiciit. same i^iaiitlty of bread corn; that>tt%it'' 


j\ir. B(nikcs slated, that the committee right lion. gent, would he res{)onsible j%g?;' 
whose, report, he had had the honour to all the consequences, and would be;|:l^&-. 
kubmit to tlie house, were of opinion that first inini.ster to prevent by bis meaad^^l?' 
the hciicfit to ho attached to the paper of the poor from’ being able to procure bre#^!*' 


the n.itiunal banks ofRnglnnd and Ireland, 
by its exclusive credit, was not expedient 
to be cnritiiuu'd longer than the exigency 
ot'tiic times required. It was not til that the 


lie should thcrciore object to the meaau^.^^^ 
in every st.'ge. * 

Mw^lflbberi contended, that.it wa* 
tStcr the grcf.vers of corn, nor the gro^reniV 


hands of the legislature .should be tied up, of sugar, that were ])artieularly conceme^^ 


whether the, ciicuinstances of the Cfmntry 
wore so materially changed as to throw an 


in ‘)hi.s question. The cnnsuitvers of icor^ 
the manufacturers, and all who wished v(^ 


additional benefit into the Hands of the to the country, were the persotis most.codK.; 


bank or not. He thought that ten, oral cerned; and as (he supply whicl^ thcr^: 
most fifteen, ycar.s addition, was sufficient country had from importation for seita»,\ 
to be grautedT at present. , years past was now stopped, it was 

Mr. M. Fitzgerald, in order to give some more necessary to take measures to 
idea of the benefit that w'as.to be derived .vide for making pp that supply. ThW^ 


fram an accrodited issue of paper, stated agriculture of the rountry was not adeqoatil^'i 
that one banking-hou.se’ in Ireland set up.^ to make up for that deficiency, and tMi^^ 
on the, price of a captain’s com'’.dssion in fore there coidd be no realonablc 
the dragoons, and that they altervvards had 'to theiiiitroduction of some part of it 
a^oating capital to the amount of 490,000/. the West Indies. ’ . 

Be.sides, he did not think that the bank oP Sir Jtme^ Hull said, that great**p&Ft‘l#X 
Ireland was entitled to much favour fl’CM* what h(j'haci-*to oiler on this subject haivi 
the legislature, as at the time of the inva- been anticipated by. gentlemei\ 2 rbo 
sion at Banttyifbay, under general Hoche, already spoken upqn it; and in particuteriV 
they refused to id vance money to govern- by the chancellor of the exchequer for 




nil 

UaiS, who had deUrared doctrines truly 
jrdj^hinj:^ to hear from the bei|ch npon 
winch he sat.-«-lt had been urged by the 
noble lord whe brought forward the mta> 
eare> that no danger could ai ise from, it, as 
a precedent But, in bis opinion} it was 
thus, and thus only, dangei ous. As a tem¬ 
porary measuie, it was nugatory, and 
woula neither serve the West-lndians nor 
hart the farmeis at home,* toi (he distil¬ 
lers, in contemplation ol tlie stoppage now 

E reposed, had been ol late uigiiig then 
usincss with unexampled activity, and 
Were doubly stocked with s|>irit8 from 
grain, whicn the people of tins countiy 
are known to prefer; so that there can 
now be no inducemt nt to add to the (]u m- 
tity of spjiits alitaily piuducod; and tin 
peiTaisBion to distil from sugar will i^nam 
a dead letter, duiing all the time ol its 
proposed duration; and of couise, as a 
taaiporary measure, then it will iicithri do 
good nor harm.-—But that, as a precedent, 
^ measure was highly pernicious, by 
holding out to the West-lndiiiis the ex- 
pectatton <tf a snnilai eiuoma^cment ni 
VtUre, and thus indunng them to enn- 
eknw their over>prodiu tion of sugai: That 
those gentlemen wiKi. had voted lor tins 
measure as tempoiaiy, wliilst they pro- 
Ihssed their disapprobation of it, il [lemi.!- 
nent, must either in future act contraiy to 
their conviction of what is ii^lit,'-or will 
have done a gieat injuiy to those whom 
they intend to serve ; since then present 
Vote«inust tend to einouri'^e tint virj 
pixiduction, which they are bound, by 
^eir present piofessions, to check on a 
Arture occasrot^: That the w hole tendent y 
•f the measure is to bestow upoA |>ro- 
l^uction of an article of mere h]\uiy% thill 
mcoaragcinent w'hich has hithcito beiii 

f ven to the growth of the food of mam 
Mr. W. !!bnuh was extiemely sorry to 
diffitr upon this subject from the hon. gent 
WhoJjegan this discussion, with whom he 
WW itery much m the habit of agreeing. 
Xfo miMl could doubt the existenc^of par- 
scarcity. He had documents, lereived 
Hmrlier than the discussion of thr> que8tion,|i| 
tti prove that fret, an I which from theii 
itrength he not think propei to read 
*]pwee^acoompi Be h id received from parts 
lefBttOdand vmh which he was connected.' 
Tt^e late crop of barle'y was short, and 
ihottgh*there was no scarcity of wheat, 
tdiere* was a scarcity of bd»ey) and an 
tmivemiLcoun¬ 
try; W might be cpllet^d fiom the 
|Nri««of oati in the siarii»t| which was now 


[704 

49r. and 50*. He therefore did not object 
to the lestihition before the committee be¬ 
cause It went too far, but because it was 
not likely to pioduce the good effects that 
were proposed fiom its adoption; because, 
by 10801 ting to the measure at the pic sent 
time, not a single quaiter of coin would 
be saved lot cunsuraption ; but sonic, oS 
the conlraiy, taken ftuiii the consumption, 
so tar as the com ol the pii sent ycai was 
concpincd On this uiomul, lie should, it 
no othei gentleman did, niov mi altei atioti 
ol the lesolution to make it lomiuiKC 
much tailier in its opciatioii iric .Jso 
objected to that pait o( tin ii solntio i uhn h 
would impose upon iiiinisti is tlu lu < < ssitv 
of a positive uioisine, which iiii.^lil i xiite 
tilaiin m the cnti.ioy, by cxtcmliu^ the 
piohibitioii aftti the Is, Uct il iIk lui- 
vesi should not be ab iiulaiit He sliouhi 
•preiu extiiidm.:> tlie pioliib turn to the 1st 
of Jan Ist ol Mail h, ut even the 1st of 
July next yeai, it rue issaiy, Icumg to 
ministds, i( titeji xt ciop should bi abun¬ 
dant, to o])e>n till distilli 111 s bv piocl no i- 
tion, <111 .let which would ^i\c ihi. c u itiv 
uiiiMisal salisl.ulion lie would tiuu- 
foie, give to lilt \\<s| Indians this Inn- 
pom y I did, but lit would not gm to 
them the slightest hopes of its bnii., 
lepcatcd, beciusc h( would not si itn* 
the agncultnral interests of tliecomitiy to 
be pci main ntiy invaded Tbt hon gnit. 
concluded by moi ing as iii mu n lim nt. 
That the lOtli of June shouhl be substitu¬ 
ted tor the 1 St of July as tin pr i lod w hen 
the piohibition of the use of toiii in the 
distiilnics should commence. On the 
question being put, 

Mr ForA:c condemned the inteifntncc 
of parliament with the a£,ricultuie of the 
countiy. Oieat Biitain and Iiclaiid must 
be able to produce suftic lent foi the ir con¬ 
sumption, if their agi iculture was not to he 
interfeicd with by impolitic mcasuiet of 
this dcsrnption. The shutting of the 
ports of the continent agiiiist us would 
.iinount tq a bounty on the impiovelnnit 
and extension of agricuittne, not only with 
respect to corn, but the cultivation of hemp. 
I'hix measure he considered as a dan get ous 
^expeninent, and agtecd with the hon. 
gent. wW spoke last, that no hope should 
be held out to the West India merchants 
tflat this measure khould ever again be m- 
{•sorted to. He did not see why acejtain 
sterf might not be lent to the West Indies 
upon adequate Security, to r liable the pro¬ 
prietors to tuin their lands to* the produc¬ 
tion of tfther article. would even 
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prefer, rather thap break iaupoa a grai^. 
principle, to grant a s^m of money to his 
majesty to enable him to purchase a quan¬ 
tity of the redundant sugar, for the relief 
u?the West Indian merchants. 

Mr. Davies Giddy considered it of the 
higiiest importance to encourage the agri¬ 
culture by exportation, consumption in 
breweries and distillenes, and in every 
possible mode. He was, however, of opi¬ 
nion, that in times of necessity the legis¬ 
lature had a right to interfere and prevent 
every otlrer consumption of corn, in order 
to save it for human food; but whilst he 
admitted this right, lie contended as strong¬ 
ly, that notliing would so legitim.^teiy 
give that right as the deficiency of human 
food. The reason why he thought that 
agriculture ought to be encouraged, was 
because nothing could make a country so 
truly great as to render it independent, for^ 
articles of nccd.ssily, of any other nation. 
Ho should never, therefore, consent to any 
interference with the agriculture of the 
country for any object ot extfirnal inte¬ 
rest. 

Mr. Barliam re-asserted and vindicated 
some of his former statements, respecting 
the motives of the oppo.sition to this mea¬ 
sure, and argued ac considerable length, in 
support of It. 

Mr. JIuKkins Broivne argued that some 
means should be dcvi.setl for taking oil' 
some of the redundant .stock of sugar. If 
the effect of the measure should be to in¬ 
jure the landed interest, no gentleman 
w'ould consent to it; but the object of the 
mea.sure was, to prevent the consequences 
of a scarcity if the next crop should nut 
be a good one. 

Sir John Sebrigftt could not avoid enter¬ 
ing his protest against this mea.sure, and 
declared, that though he was one of the 
landed interest, he did not object to this 
measure on any narrow view, but from the 
opinion that it was iraught with injury to 
the agriculture of the countiy. 

Mr. U. Lascelks recalled the attention 
of the committee to the real question be¬ 
fore tliem. The resolution under consi¬ 
deration, was, whether the use of corn in 
distillerie.s, from the l«t of July to the 
1st of October should be prohibii^. Dur¬ 
ing that period the distilleries usumly were 
Aopped, so that no injury could be doue 
tTiereby to the landed interest. He couKS 
not see why the measure should not 
sorted to, vesting in his majesty's ministers 
a discretion..as to the continuance of the 
prohibition; beaause they would be hound 
VoL. XI. 



to. take.-in in .tJisir censidisratib^. till* 
of ihn huivest and the pri«« of. qnm*<<r<ii4 v 
would be responsible ter the 
that discretion. ^ ■ ■ vi ■ 

Lord Biming agreed to the atntnidSRiil^ 
made by bis hon. friend. 

Mr. Portman enumerated the incony^^-^ 
ences that would be stifiered by di-xtil^i;:. 
if the use of corn were to be prohibited 
di.srtlleries on the ist of July, b<^h ip cqijtK: 
sequence of the corn they had on. 
ground, and of the loss they would eusiteji^ 
irom the cattle, which were now fed un<^‘' 
grains in warnt houses, being exposed^ 
the cfiect'of the open air. 1 

Air. Whitbread wislied merely to Atilw. 
the ground of tlie vote which he meantel^v 
give. Hu should certainly support 
amendment of his bon. friend, beoa^. 
|ie thought, that if any cilect at all wnrt 
to be expected from the measure, it moAl. 
,be by adopting that amendment. Hut i||J 
he n as an enemy to the measure in 
shape, he .should teel himself bound to optN' 
pose the Hesolution in chief. 

Mr. Coke declared hi.s intention to ■fol¬ 
low tlie example of his hon. friend, and to 
vote for the amendment, and against ..th9 
Resolution.—The house then divided , 
the Amendment S9'; against it 71. 
jority IS. After which, the period 
c(/mmcnccrnent of the prohibition 
fixed for thn 1.5th of June for Scotlat^'" 
and the liOth for Ireland. 

\ . 
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Monday, May 30. ' 

[Roman C.\thoi.ic Petition.] Yis<;o«^ 
Sidmouth rose for the purpose of tal.li» 
their fordsliips' attention to a questiopj*^' 
con.siderable importance, as it reguride4^|t>' 
fai<' and true statement of what 
the course of discussion be uttered iprt^w 
house. It was a standing order (aUhq|i|^ 
their lordships very properly did not. 
force it) that no report should be 
their (kibates. Yet if titcir lordships 
mitted these reports to be given, sljll^ 
was incumbent upon every person gfyij 
such report, that He should do it in a r 
correct, and impartial manner, 
ship thoughtfrimself very muph 
seiited in having sentiments aHri|i 
him which be abhorred and detested' 
misrepresentation he cumplaiheth.nf !| 
contaii^d^^ * The 'HHtisii Press’ *»• 
paper, jpolilished last Saturday, 
account of what passed in debate jn 
lordships’ hot^e oft Friday night,dtttiag .t|^: 
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.'d^iSBsionof the Romati Catholic Petition. 

. Jltt'that paper sentiajents were intputed to 
r&m tlie very reverse of those be uttered. 
\|pi8 lordship iiere read the passages to 
, which he had already alluded. The one 
was where it was said he had uttered the 
following sentiments:—“ The grand ob¬ 
ject* of legislative care shoidd be the body 
of ’the Irish population, who arc in the 
habit of looking exclusively to their priests, 

. frbra whom they derive scarcely any in¬ 
formation, and whose interest it is to de¬ 
tach them from their allegiance to the 
.country and king. This y: at^once the 
cause of their ignorance and disailection.” 

' —Now, he never did utter such sentiments, 
and he did not wish that profe.ssion in Ire¬ 
land should have it so understood. lie 
would trouble their lordships with i]iv>tii)g 
another passage, where He was rcprescnliuU! 
to have said—“ The Profe.stant Clinrch 
must be maintained in all its dignity andij of 
Privileges, if we expect to make proselytes. 

. Without persecution we .shoultl make no 
Prolesitants in Ireland, without j'lersccution 
the E8tabli.shed Church would be over- 
yvhelmed.” Such .sentiments he utterly 
disavowed and detested ; he never did ex- 
vPffess himself to that.elicct; hut, as their 
■ wrdships would recollect, he had on that 
‘. occasion spoken language of an opposite 
meaning. He had contended, that it was 
'itnpo.ssible for any church to exist with 
fiersecution. Thus far he thought it proper 
'.to make this statement to their lordships, 
\befoi!c whom he might not be disposed to 
'^ing any distinct motion, whatever mode 
^ conduct he might think proper to pur- 
hereaftef ip regard to this subject. 

•^ XOrdbrs in Council.] Lord^Atf^kland 
'i^we a few observations on %vhat he coif- 
'Jlirtyied to be the tendency of the Orders in 
as proved by the documents *011 
-Ihe'table, to injure the trade of the coun¬ 
ty; it appeared by an Account upon the 
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table^ of Exports and Imports for tfic 
quarter ending the 5lh of Jan. last, that 
-ipnr exports had considerably cIimMi,shed, 
,j^mpared with those of the cofi-esponding 
'-garter iit the preceding year. He thought 
fK highly necessary, that the house should 
in possession of the fullest information 
this subjeef; and for «that purpose 
should move'for an Account of Exports' 
Imports from and* into the port of 
jl^pdon; wtth the duties and drawbacks, 
wstinguishing British manufitc^nles, '&c. 
four months, up to the M'-^f May 
and similar accounts for Liverpool, 
-'Bristol, Glasgow, .Hull, Another port. 


Itarl Bathutst had no objeclibn to the 
motion, but contended that the Orders in 
Council ought not to be represented as the 
rau.se of the diminution of our trade in the 
quarter ending the 5th of Jaii. as that was 
efJi'.cted by orders given in the preceding 
quarter, which orders were* issued in con¬ 
sequence of the rigorous execution of the 
enemy’s decrees against our commerce. 
It was as a remedy for the latter evil that 
the- Orders in Council were resorted to. 

I.rf)rd Grenville contended that it was 
clear, from the documents on the table, 
that our trade had materially diminished ; 
ouif exports in the qiuutcr ending the .5lh 
of Jan. 1807, being .'>,.500,000/. and in 
that ending ttic 5th of Jan. 1808, only 
4,170,000/. To what other cause could 
thi.s be imputed, except to the orders in 
council ? and he was convinced that proof 
upon proof would continually accumulate 
the highly injurious eilect.s of these 
orders. How would the country be ena¬ 
bled to carry on the contest in which 
sve were engaged, if those resources failed 
which MC drew from our commerce The 
object of the enemy, therefore, was to injure 
that commerce by every po.<!.sible means. 
Surely, then, it was a mo.st fatal policy for 
the govcrimiont of tliis country to adopt 
mea.sures which had a direct tendency to 
depress and diminish that commerce; and 
which, it appeared, had actually had that 
effect. With respect to the United States 
of America also, the policy of the minis¬ 
ters appeared to have an equally injurious 
tendency. Fortunately, however, the ef¬ 
fects of their rashness appeared likely to 
be counteracted by the ra.shnt*&s of tlic 
enemy, whose conduct, it might be rca- 
.sonably hoped, would lend to throw Ame¬ 
rica into the arms of this country. Every 
day’s experience must more and more con¬ 
vince his majesty’s ministers of the ruinous 
tendency of this mea.surc. With respect to 
America, understanding that a ncgociation 
was now pending, he should abstain at 
present frym asking any explanation upon 
that subject. His lordship concluded by 
repeating his conviction of the malignant 
influence of this measure, and expressing 
a hope that his m&jesty’s ministers vVould 
oe induqid to act with ihagnaiiiinity in 
rescinding these Orders in^Council, from a 
cdnviction of the neces.sity of so doing; 
ftnd in the hope of its.speedy accomplish- 
mtnC, his lordship intibiateci that it was 
not his intention at present to press the 
motion upon this subject of whicn he had 
given notice prerioos to the recess. ' 
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Lord Havihesbury coutcntied^‘that-the 
(liiniuutiou of esports^luded to Quuld nqt 
be fairly imputed to the Orders in CouH' 
ciJ; as there was only one tnuiith in the 
quarter, that of Dec., which was subjected 
to their operation, and in that month there 
was no diiniiiutiun compared with the cor¬ 
responding mouth in the preceding year. 
Tile diaiinution, therefore, was to be at¬ 
tributed to other causes, and these were 
the effects of the decrees of the eiieiny- 
With respect to America, he denied that 
tile Ordei-s in Council had any cllect in 
producing tiic embargo, it being now well 
kaovtn that that measure was resorted to 
in coiiseijuetice of the new and more rfgo-1 




noble .lorJs, that the.pattiog 
ha'd not been heard. 
that the'noble and learned lortl |(ad j 
and carried them in a parenthesis, ' 
lord Cliancellor observed, that be 
niere]y«said, “ ordered,” conceiving tbe^e v 
was no objection to the motion. Herf T 
the conversation dropped ; and earl 
thurst moved for Accounts similar to tho^p 
moved for by lord Auckland, from all the- 
ports of Oreat Britain, which were oi): 
dered. 

[Indictment Bim..] 
for the third reailing of this bill, 

lilarl Slauh^ tliouglit it ought not to 1^' ' 
proceeded upon in so tliin a house,, aidd 
rousdeciees issued by the Frencli govern- | moved to discharge the order. . 

liord ii//t'«/ifvo«g/i,-after having insis^'-^^ 


as lit! had done on a former occasion, tbiftt ^ 
goveriiment, Ji could not of course be i the princinle of the bill was misunderstood 

II I 111 1 * I** * I 1 ,l<l 


,'i i, '• 

On the questiptt'! 


lueiit. and the expectation th-at retaliatory 
ineasureri woultl be adopted by tlie Briti.sh 


«xpictcd, that he should say any tilin'^ 


and inisrcpresented, and that lie considet;-,' 

I . I . • . . _ •*. « A - „ A.I 


ii's]>ecLingthe*prescntstate uk thi: relations I (;d the oppoAsiUoii to it no better than ^ /' 
betai eu this country and the United ; tub thrown out for the purpose ofcatc}i[f 
.'-i.iUos; but this he was entitled to say,'pupularappliUise,added,tliathecouId : 
that it v\as the earnc.st wish his niajes- avoid obscM'ving, that he, as chief jas^tde 
ty's ininisters to iii-aiiitain that fiieiidship i of the king’s bench, was entitled to somp . 
and good-will witli the United States, I degree of respect, hut he had been grossly 
which was so beneficial to both countries, i calumniated by an individual of that 
and to adopt tv<‘ry measure for that pur- liaving coinpured him to those monstplt^ ’ - 
po.se that was coll.^i<.telU with the iiiaiiite- wiui in former reigns had disgraced 1%.;^ 
nance ot the dearest lights and the best bnuli of justice, such as Scroggs, JefFri^ C 
iiitei-esLs of this l ouiitiy, ! &c. But he should treat the calumny 

'J’lu; Lari of lAimlerdulc inaintaiuod, that : the cahimiiialor w ilh contempt. On a 
the Urders in Council were held out as a : mer oc c.isie.n lie had been blamed for lyl.; 

taciturnity, for which he would not apo^^ 
gise to that individual, but he would picii;; 
plain the reason to that house. - 

ivarl Sttm/iopn disavowed any infentiictn>;' 
on his ])art, to iin))utt; the smjjtllest inisq^} 
ihict to/he noble and leA'ncd lord j " 


nieusure ofiiiimcdiate etiicacy. in inducing 
tile enemy to revoke his decrees, and tlvat 
they hud tailed in their iiitendod ellect. 

'J’he Lord Chancellor urged, that when¬ 
ever the question was argued, it ought to 
be argued in this point of view, namely, 
what would have been the ellcct of the 
<-neniy’s decrees upon our comnierce il the 
<.)riiei-s in Council had not been issued, it \ atyl .letfiies had filled the obicc of judlg^^ 


; jiiad said,'and he had a right to say,, tfa^^ 
I such inonstei's and villains as 


W.IS not enough to say there was a (fiminu' 
tiou of commerce now'; but the question 
was, what would hare been the dimiiiiitiun 
under the continued operation of the ene¬ 
my’s decrees, if the measure of the Orders 
in Council had not been resoruftl to ? 

Loiil liolUind contended, that the dimi¬ 
nution being shewn after the Ordej-s in 
Council had operated,, it lay upon those 
who supported those orders, to prove Nnit 
such diminution resulted from i^Rne other 
cause. ^ ' 

Some further conversation ensued, iy 
consequence of the lord chancellor’!^ hav¬ 
ing stated that the moiimt had been ^ut 
and carri^ an hour and a half ago. 
Some astQDisbwnt was expressed by some 


but it was impossible for hiin to hayp 
found .iiiy resemblance between them 
the noble and learned lord; and if tbdi" >'1 
noble and learned lord felt any resembdanbPi J 
it wasjiiore than any other noble lord 
di.sposed to do in that house. I’lie 
iiiisconcc))tion and precipitancy which 
been applied to w^iat had fallen fi-oitt 
self, convinced his mind 'that it might w^^ 
improper to delegate tly power 
by that bill eve* to that noble ana 

The motion for discharging '^'e 
‘ Jixtd. On the question 
fe tliird reading of the bill, / 

f 3Ioira (mjected4to>'!t,sc^'-. 


was n< 
put for’ 

'n»e^ 

serving that operation of the bill wo« 
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hard upon the poor. A weaWy man, 

0 etnested on a charge of misdfftncannr, 

A-.1 _l^r. _ 


t^uld find no difficulty in procuring bail, 
j|^ a poor mate, might find it imposbiblc ; 
end ill that case he would be sent to gaol. 

The Lord Chancellor obmrvcd, tfiiat the 
noble lord's objection was too general, in- 
nsinuch as it would apply to the general 
operation of the law in holding to bail; but 
me fact was, that rctcreiice was always 
had to a nian’.s circgmitances, anti the 
amount of bail regulated aecoulnigly. lJi<< 
lordship shortly detailed the provisions of 
tha bill, respecting which jt was fur the 
house to decide. 

t Lord Er.\lcine repeated several of his for- 
IQOn objections to the bill, and eontendt d 
Aiat no ncces.sity had been shewn for rnak- 
‘ilig any alteration in the law as estabtish- 
ad by our ancestors. lie particnlaily oh-v 
j«Cted to that pait of the bill which pl.u-id 
the attorney general on a level with a 
Mand juiy, and authorized the holding to 
bail upon information filed cjc njjhio. 

Lord EUetAoroui’h went over ftoiiie of his 
former arguments in favour of ilie hill, and 
with respect to informations filed liy the 
a^rncy general, contended, that the nn- 
,jit^ of the thing reqni^'ed that it should not 
4^ merely a notice to the jiaitv to iiin 
'jdWay, but that there should lie tiie means 
X>f compelling the party to answer. W ith 
beapect to the objection, that the avtornev 
^oeral was not compelled to receive aih- 
Oavits of the facts on which he filed an iii- 
.fbrtnation, it perhaps might be thought 
expedient by the court of kin r’s lx nth 
jAbt to hold a man to bad on such an iiifor- 
,nation unless it was sappoi'ted by an alii- 
-'^vit. * ' 

Lord Holland contended, that no nicon- 
Jmttience had been shewn to have resulted 
^miiB the present practice which Uwaswat 
•blUiecessar^ to remedy. He objected therc- 
^ we to malonz an unnecessary alteration 
Jl^ the law. He had a right to suppose in 
Ip^ihg this question, the case of an attur- 
^neral being tlm instrument &f a ty* 
finical government, and then the provi- 
Wpna of this bill might prove highly inju- 
"Mwb to the liberty of the subject. 

objected to tiie bill upon 
S'milar < rtounds. vHe had qjcpected that 
noote and learned lord would, have i 
awledillSra the statement rcspectiiig'the 
ssbnii used by him to have bqen erro- 

Ellenboroi^ still thonjgt*!l^%at the 
'C^ufis were impropery^' ap^ied. to 

' i 
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Earl Stanhope again denied that the e.\- 
pre-.sions were intended to be applied to 
the noble and learned lord, and objei ted 
to any icfeienee to expressions used in .a 
foniK r debate. 

After .some further conversation, the 
house divided oil the questionfor the thinl 
reading : Contents l:j; .Non-coutoiits o. 
—Majority 7. 

Horsr or iomvions. 

Monday, May 30 . 

[Irish IKulvs Conns Scsppvsion "] 
Mr. Slieridan presented a petition limn 
MfV .lames Tandy, wine-meichant, of 
Dublin, stating that aliove thiee ytais 
sim e, vvithoui illy crime or inis< midiiet 
whatever on his part, he was suspected by 
the Irish goveimneiit of treaMiiiable pnie- 
liees; tint ho iinmcdiately sniremlend 
Miunsel' .iiid underwent several suctissne 
exam I nations before the [irivy council, at 
wIikIi he answered hilly and tiuly every 
(]uestioii put to him; that alter haring 
liien (lefaiMed three weeks in the custody 
ot a king’s messenger, w itlimit any cause 
explained to him, h<* vv as <'onniiitte<J, under 
.1 wan ant from the Chief Seen tary of the 
].ord Lieutenant, to the coiiiinoii gaid of 
Kilniamham, vvlnic he was confined for 
tl.iee jears, and tiea'cd with peculiar 
haishness and severity ; at the end ot 
which period he was liberated without be- 
inghroiightto ti lal, without lieing acquaint¬ 
ed with the nature of the alled^ed cliaige 
against him, or intuiincd wlio were his ac¬ 
cuser'., though he had lepeatedly and ur¬ 
gently applied to know the .same ; that he 
had sutleied severely in health, &c. and 
pr.vying refief.—^The petition was ordered 
to lie on the table.—Mr. Sheridan after¬ 
wards presented other Petitions of a 
similEy nature from lleriiard Foy, who 
had been confined IS months in the 
Newgate of Dublin; Thomas Ridgeway, 
an English mefehant, who had been a 
considerable time lonfined inKilmaiuhatn 
yaol; and Henry ilughes, confined in the 
same prison. 

Sir A. Welksley said, he rather believed 
the government of the country had good 
grounds for confining those several per- 
ViVis i|ya*as about the period of the last 
rebellious insurrection winch broke out in 
Rubl'in. 

1 Mr. Sheridan observed, that the mere 
dukiration of the right hon. baronet, that 
he‘rather believed' the government of the 
day bad good grounds for coKfining these 
petHitmers, wee rather w vague medc of 
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justifying so serere an injury to tiiem as a 
long and rigorous imprisonment, without 
assigning any speeiftc charge, and refusing 
their repeated applications to be brought 
to tnal to confront their accusers. lie 
thought that llritif h subjects ought not to 
be subjected to such screrities, without 
strong and positive groniKlsof crimination. 
However, there were some other petitions 
to be presented of a similar nature, and as 
soon as tliey should all eonie before tlte 
iiouse, he should name a day for siibniittiiig 
a proposition on the subject, when tiic 
right hon. Secretary would have an oppor¬ 
tunity of explaining himself fully.— 
petitions were ordered to lie on the fable. 

[Fifth Report of Mii.it.ary Ixuciuv.] 
Mr. Rose, pursuant to his notice, begged 
to call the attention of the house to tnat 


sioners of Military Inquiry, which seemed 
to reflect upon the conduct of the Board 
of Treasury, from tlie year 17Ptit«179!h 
as if (hat Board had been, as insinuated in 
the Report, inattentive to its duty, in con¬ 
trolling the exjjenditure for the hospital de¬ 
partment. The right hon. gent, then 
shewed, that the Treasury Board had not 
been negligent of its duty on that head, 
as would a|>pear from the paper for which 
lie iimant to move. He then boro Icsti- 
nmny to the merits and integrity cf flie 
Apothecary General, who had supplied 
medicines to the array on more reasonable 
terms than the Apothecaries (Jonipany did 
to the navy, ami concluded by moving. 
That there be laid before the house co¬ 
pies of all proceedings of the Lords of the 
Treasury, between the 1st ofllec. 179ti 
and the SI St of August 1799, relative to 
payments made to the Apothecary (Jeneral 
for medicines and surgical instruments 
supplied to the army.”—After a few obse r¬ 
vations from Mr. Yorke, in corroboiaiioii 


for the patients, instep ofi being tfli ^ 
confincmto their rooms, as tvas 
the cusmm, under the moderit 
were ordered to walk absoad, Iw ' 
mcaas th'c air of the vicinage was 
and tifc disease communicated throbj^, 
whole districts. Ills object in this 
then, wr-uld be to prevent any perao^' 
from opening l]ousc.s for Small Pox iuotti^; 
lution within less than three miles distaaei 
from any great town,, village, or assents' 
biage of dwelling houses joined togethe^' 
and to oblige all such persons to keep tfaf^ 
patients witlyn doors during the 
continuance of the disorder; 8n{l<'aibS> 
where any person shall have caaght^^- 
infection in any such town, 8cc. td 
the parish officers, at the parish expeimf- 
to remove such person to the distan<!d‘*i^ 


part of the Fifth Re|)ort of the Commis-J three miles, untH rct'overed from thediji- 

-' 'order; and where any infected person^ 

shall appear abroad, to enable the pari^^ 
officers to enforce their return withindoow 
11c meant also to enforce the observaosi^ 
of .this la^ by penalties, which should ba^ 
applied to the relief of the persons who, 
hy their means, shall have Ciiuaht tlMf* 
disease : but such penalties not tow pa^ 
until two months pfter conviction : "4^, 
tiu-n, if no mischief shall have accraedlb', 
j others from the misconduct of the parUltl^' 
th(‘ magistrates to have a discretion’jit 
mitigating the fine. If leave was gfv«a:|^’; 
bring in the hill, he meant to havc'^. 
printed, and to lie over until nextsesstq^ 
—Leave was given accordingly. ' 

[Bank, of Ireland.] Sir Mm Newpei^', 
rose to bring forward his ]>Totniscd resohtti; 
tinn fur declaring catholica eligible to ^0 
the higR offices of the Bank of Ireland. 

|*all the restrictions which the penal lawf bjf 
Ireland hud imposed upon the cathidtd^'1^! 
commented on the absurdity 'of enaw"' " 
that the creed of a Director in a contt 
cial establishment should be a bar to 


of the testimony in favour of the Apothe¬ 
cary General’s conduct, and calling on ; exertion of hU talenis in proinotin^ 
the house to .suspend all judgment uji<,n { terests of the concern; or that, in a 
this report till the whole of the rase 
should be before them ; the motion was 
agreed to. 

[Small Pox Prevention .Bill.] Mr. 

Fuller rose to move for leave to bring^in a 
bill to prevent the spreading Snla^l 
Pox infection. It was not his intcntioei 
to attempt enforcing the vaccine inocu¬ 
lation. He would leave that open to tl.te 
operation of its own merits. But« ^ith 
respect to the Small Pox, it was often found 
that the infection was widely spread from 
the modern mutde of treating that disease; 


ing w» director, the proprietors of met 
concern should be bound, in the first J 
stance, to inquire^ into his form of wo 
Ireland w'as the only counhy iu ,Ev 
where this was the case. Bdt, in 
tor establishing the B^nk of Irhisilit^/^^ 
such,re.strictioii appeared; andi'£ waita l^p ^' 
imthe charter made out hi cbhiejuei^"'^' 
that a^, that any idea of religioas r<^ 

‘ s jiilroduced. By an. act il ’ 
lament had very 


tion V 
thclrij 

those Restrictions which preclf^ed ' 
catholics from holding certain offioes> 
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•itd^ed tbe namber to a very hv, offices 
of state But he belteved no man evei 
t^gined the office ot a bank directot was 
one tiOHi nlukb »t was intended to exclude 
, OH the contiaiy, he Ind theassu* 
ranee ot a secielary ot statt tui Iieland, 
tthat It nas meant the catholn s should he 
'^wltniiUed to the diicctorship, and, upon 
lycorrtng to the act ot he found thi v 
XTete eligible to bi( • me uuinbt is oi aiiv 
)«W body, rurpoi iti oi coinmiitiil, lot 
they weie precluded lioin nuii« but J i iiiitv 
any b^c-law to the eunti ii\ not 
"^Hhatanding The e h ti ter^ how i v e i, oi ■ 
i^cd It otherwise; lawo|nitiuiis n ut bien 
0akea on the subject, 'mil the couusc I on 
both Sides Uilltied One was of upinion 
t^t the catholii s wt re nut pi (eluded , but 
the oUiet thought, that as the puelvision 
was by a that ter, and net a b> t -I iw the J 
OKclUsion wras e ahd By the lush bink 
S^ ot 1781-i, it was toibidden to any 
,|^(liia{)aiiy, abuse the nuinbei ot six, tofuim 
at^ bank oi take a public eicdit, undei a 
heaty penalty, save the bank «>i iiihiid 
Hut the piote->tints weic compeiisUcd foi 
this privation mthen eligihilitv to bienme 
jMtik ^ovcrnois and dircitois while to the 
^iMhoitcs, thus deptived ot the ii coniinrni 
rights, no compensation wliate tei w is 
#t«i. But he should think, th it it in iiiy 
purview of the act it was thuuc,lit li ible to 
fBCji a coiiktiuctiun, it would be th«« diuv 
the legislature to icstorc to the < atliolii 
PMI common law light, or pi ice him on tin 
^lune coimucicial tooting in this tcspeei 
With the piotcstants 11c might be aske d 
why this iiuestiuii wis not hi ought toi waiil 
ACKmei ^ He Would answei, the bink e Ini- 
#1^ was not renew ed since 1701, t,nil ion 
ae(}ueDtly there was no opporrnnitv ot 
It before pathanient Tlieu was 
rioa in the histoty ot tins eountei, 
iah a great portion ut the people wi ic 
m to be disailected to tlie Ilanoseii in 
(Cession; and it was then the wise po 
the legislature to stimulate tho->e 
to vest their money iii the ^public 
la, m order to attach them to the w< I- 
the state; and it such policy was 
tin that ca$a« was it not equally so 
titespect to4$ie citholna^ lie knew, 
t|ui bast aiKlioi ity, tliiit the gi e it 

__ of dfe bank piuprietois wcic by no 

fbvoutablc to then’ cxchision, .jlny 
""'" SithfHl other liberal men. It i Koman- 
f was possessed of 30,0Q(it fAoppi ty 
_tk stock, was it nut a cas«i,f^|^ustice 
^ l^ipnetors could notfavair them- 
pKfaras pt ins talents anQ alf uties in the 
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management of their coiicam! The house 
h id now before theig no complaints against 
then adim-Mioii, they had not beloic them 
the petition ut pietcstciit coipoiatioiis 
piaMii’llu euiiiimi lueotthc exclusion, 
like those wuieii eaiin Intoic the lush 
puliimtnt lu lioni .the piotcstaiit 

(oal-poifeis ot Diiblui, <oniplaiiiing that 
one Itiiby By t < iihobe coil-de tier, 
employeil eua -peiii s ot h s own pcisui- 
sion, to till ,^11 il iM|iiiV(i the piutistiiit 
lute list, iiid pi IVIII,, ill it he uiiv,ht be 
obliged to ciiipiov plot Mint poilcis to 
cany hlscol^nl()dltu^, wliielipetitionw is 
leleiiedti tin comiiiiliee ol ^.uiianccs 
In 1702 i petit on w IS picM II id liom the 
pi itest uir nivvoi iml atdeiiiieii of Iniu- 
iick, compl nil til It p ijnMs well allowed 
to (I will iiiuii,,sl till)! iiid folliw the II 
tildes uul ( illin„s ini i li to tin iiijuiyil 
the pt< test lilt inte 11 M, nid pi «y mg they 
might be biiiislied iioin the city, winch 
w IS accouiiut,ly done , and in 1 /U4 a pe¬ 
tition w IS pu sente d to the sanu paiii iiuent 
Ire 111 about twenty e dliolies, who wcic 
suite Mil to lesiile in I imeuek iiid <jalw ty, 
pi lying they mi^ht he illowed to rclnii 
with tin in then wises niel ehiielieii, upon 
then gis iiig sreinitv 1 i then ,,nod be It i- 
sioni, but It w IS u |e (ted lie hoped he 
w IS iddie>,Mn ' liiiit>>(lt to i mote piM and 
iihei il }Mili inn iit, uni coiiclii le 1 hy luuv 
mg a 11 solution, “ iliit cUholirs ought 
te> be cuiisuleied eligible to become govei- 
iiuis, (lepiitv goseinoie, -nid diuetirs oi 
tlie bulk eit iiel iiid, itothei w i e (ju ilihed ’* 
Ml lo'tUr Slid, tlip lush biiik w is 
pi ice d on tin sniie loot m,, w ilh the b ink 
of Liiglind, inel he did not see why a dis- 
tnielioii should tike plae r in enie eouiitiy 
wliieh was not pi(|oid fui the* othci. 
lie eiepiee iteel thus lirni_iiig toiw lid old 
oppie ^lenis to eouiile n iin e new nmosa- 
tioii’, ill piopnsing IkiimIici a renewal 
eii tin ehaitei. In eliel nit intend by any 
me ins to he ip m w bin tlieiis on the* ralho- 
lic>, he would lidsr tin ehiilci just as it 
Meiud at piciiiit, iiiei if llie c atliulics found 
hcmsclvo4 iggiicyod, the V might petition 
p II li mu iit,wtiicli the s did not elo now He 
cone luded by moving, that the house should 
proee rd to the other oieieis ot the day. 

' i^flr _ y»i///e«»t obscived, that as the right 
*1011 geiff* said he did not me into exclude 
tliii catholics, he hoped he weiulil support 
I’ll Resolution. As llic old penal laws 
were^ieptalid,why not icpcal tins'* Ivo 
one suiely could say this was so seiions a 
stateiuittei as to ciidangor tlif cMstetiMi 
of tbe constitution or the church. 
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.. The C/lflnce/ter <jf the 
did not see the utilit]frof altering the lanr; 
there rras surely no grievance in continu¬ 
ing the same law to Ireland which was in 
force here. If any alteration was to take 
place> the time would be when the charter 
was about to be renewed, and not now to 
engraft a new bill on the old bill. He did 
not desire that the new charter should pre¬ 
judice the lri.sh catholics; on the contrary, 
lie had no objection to enter a declaratory 
clause in future, giving the legislature a 
power of interfering in their defence. 

Mr. Murtia was glad the right hon. 
gent, had it nut in his intention to re-cyact 
tile penal code. He thought our ancestors 
had as good reasons for their severity as 
\vc had now for our exclusion, and he was 
sure posterity would repay us as vve repaid 
(hose who uent before us. The case of< 
Ireland did not apply to this country a& 
all, where the* ina|ority were protest ants, 
but in Ireland he would venture to say the 
principal ir.ercliants w'cre catholics. 

t)a the division there appeared : For 
the amendment <) f ; Against it 01.—Ma¬ 
jority 3. 

List of the Minority. 

Ahercroinby, J. Milton, viscount 

.Austiiitiu'i', sir .1. Moiilgomery, C. 

Aiibicy, sir 3. Moore, f*. 

]t.i>rcn:il, W. Nci'port, sir.T. 

ItiirliAiii, .T, F. Parnell, 11. 

liradbliiiw, A. C. Peiiy, loid Henry 
Brand, i'. idiilli|)!i, It. M. 

Combe, 11. I’lftSot, sir A. 

Creevty, T. Poiisonby, rt. lion. G. 

Diiiula.'", H. L. Poiisonby, Hen. G. 

Bbrin 5 ;toti, viscount Power, Uicliaril 

Ellen, VV. J'. I’. Bussell, lord W. 

Elliot, \V. Sharp, H. 

Estcourt, 3. G. Shipley, \V. 

(iiisutan, H. Siniiii, W. 

Grevnough, C. B. Talbot, II. W., 

Halsey, J. 'J'ciiiple, earl 

Herbert, H. A. Tcniplctoivn, vise. 

Hippesicy, sir J. C. 'J'horiiton, II. 

Horner, F. Tierney, (i. 

lliiine, W. Iloarc Vansittart, G. 

Kempe. T. Vernon, O. G. V. 

Latouche, R. Walpole, lion. G. 

Lawrence, F. Ward, hon, J. W. 

Leach, J. Warrender, sir G. 

l^fevre, C. Shaw Western, C. C. 

Lemon, sir W. Whitbread, S. \ * 

M^ocks, VV. A. Windhsm,'-^^ ■ 

Martin, R. Wynne, sir VV. VV*^. 

Maule, W. H. Teffers. * ^ 

MUbanke, sir R. C,VV\ Wynne ' 

Miller, sir T. J. Calcraft. j » 

[Local Militia Bill.] The house tnen 
went into » committee on the Local Mili¬ 
tia bill On the redding of the nineteenth 




claurte, allowing voluttt|era 
themselfesr into loctil niifitiai' *^.' V 




Mr. I^Kitcer Stanhope 
son might remove fi-om fon«' 
another where there would beno tnl^"^ 
and where he could not get iiito a 
tcer corps, they being full. This 
being perfectly free, would iccelvc 
wages than the other.—Nothing was 
on this suggestion. ■ 

On the reading of the twentieth claiti^^' 
providing that an oath shall be taken!"' 
every volunteer entering into the 
militia, thatj^e had received ito-bi,. 
except the two guineas allowcd^ h^ 
act, Mr. C, Wynne ob.served that 
case a strong temptation to perjhl^^iil^, 
isted, and there was every opportotllt|>fll|' 
eva-sion ; he therefore objected 
oath. He contended that the fre(}nehf^„. 
with which oaths were administered 
much diminished their influence cm m 
})ublic mind, especially when they ‘d 
administered in cases where there 

every tenTptation to pcijury.—Mr.__ 

ham, Mr. VV. Smith, Mr. WilJjerforce/ait 
S. Romilly, sir T. Tuiaon, and Mr. 
phens, joined with Mr. Wynne, in hwfl^.. 
presentation of the jn'ischievous effem l||p^'. 
resulted to the community H'orn tlie W^} 
qiicncy of appointing oaths to be takedliit .'' 
improper cases, ; and declared'their'CST' 
victiob of the soundness of the coixmil 
law principle, which prohibits oaths blri 
taken by persons .strongly interested ki I 
cause.—Ix>rd Castlereagh agreed thattfl^ .: 
oath .should be left out, and that theclackltv^ 
should remain with the provision that'^.,4 
declaration to the same pj^rflort should 
signed liy the volunteer, with a penailjj^jf'.' 
h2o7. if false. ' 

In the twenty second clause, exemjf^k^.>i' 
persons who .shall have served four- * .j 
in the local militia from being 
serve therein again tor four years 
two amendments were proiKwed, 
was, that instead of the term of the exetj 
tion fur four years, the exemption 
be till the turn came by rotation, 
other, proposed bjr lord Milton; wamci 
oite who served tour years in thc'-r 
militia should be for twoye'sWs, SOti 
Ao the close of that pdriod,' 
tl\e j-egnlar ninlitia ballot. *“ 
ajyectl to. ’ ' ' v 

Upon one of the clausca, loli 
movedli&aA amendment, that the ' 
.Conim^JW in the local milj(l^ 
have Ae saroe oualtfrcalion 'i^pditi 
prepay, wiAli omeers of ihe'iatnoi^^ 



in regular mtlitis. Lor4 CuUereagh 
having opposed the amendment, the com- 
HutUe divided upon it: v 

Ayes 31 ; IJoes 107.—^Majority 7fl. 
Lord Temple objected to the clause sub¬ 
jecting the Local Militia to martial law, 
vrhen called out on temporaly duty, and 
proposed, that a couit martial should have 
povei of inflicting upon them any 
ponishment, excepting corpuial punish- 
ftient, which should not be inHictcd upon 
them without the consent of h s majc st\, 
Conveyed through tlie loid Inutcnim of 
the county. land Castlercagh contended, 
ttat It would be impiopci to li attune lav\ 
pi the Regular, and anothei 1 iw loi tlic 
Local Miiitia. Loid lemplt aitciwaids 

S pved a clause, providing that no sentence 
Iposing a corpotal punishment should be 
nairted into execution, tiU it had received 
^ appi obation of his inajc sty. '1 be clause 
VTftf suppoited by Mr. Windham, Mi C 
Wynne, sir G. Waircndei, and Mi 
X^tleton; and opposed by sir James 
Paltepey, the filuhcilor General cior Scot¬ 
land, Ml. Lllisoii, and Mi R Dundas 
On a division, the pumbeis wcic ’ 1 oi the 
^pendment 14; against it 101 —Mijo- 
llftyr against the Amendment 87 Scveial 
VfHw amendments wcic made in the pio- 
of the bill through the commitU c 
9tie house resumed, and tlie Repot t was 
bought up, with an undcrstandini'' that 
^ bill should be recommitted on liiday 
so far as respects the new clauses 
proposed by lord Castleieagh. 

KOv-K OP loans. 

;i Jiietdai/, May JI. 

(Irish Clergy Kesiopnce Bill } On the 
third reading of this bill, an amendment 
proposed by the call of Mona, to 
WM Uie privileges of the peeis, arcji- 
^lihops, and bishops of Ireland, with ics* 
jMfBk to chaplains, which, altei some con- 
^'w^fion between his loidship, loid 
'^^wlAsbury, Hariowby, and Redesdalo, 
duJte or Norfolk, the iotd Chanf-elloi, 
the bishop of Limeiick, was agieed to 
a slight alteration, as was also a 
I proposed by lo'kd Ilairowby «to 
1 retninavnth respect to the residence 
the cleytty* after a lew observation 
n the frrabishop of Cashel, and lorvs 
l^edeid^e and hlawkesbury. The bill vtas 
I pasied. 

Glebe House Biiv] t>n the 
^ of the Irish glebe hou^% bting 
IteiSV the duke of No^lk^^ieeted 
[ amendments madl m Ijlie coiui^tue. 


"H''. 


e>» 




m 

on the ground that f^y might endanger 
the I ejection of the bjll m the other house. 
Loid Rcdesdale thought the aiuendnienu 
Ciisentia] After a tew observations from 
the duke of Norfolk in uply, the house 
div iiled on the question for agreeing to the 
amcadmeiits Gonttiits b, Not-eout< nts 2. 
Majoiity 4—^The bill wasllieii passed. 


HOUSE OF COVtMONS. 

’luesdny, 7TayS\. 

[Bvnk of Iki land Bili ] Mi 1 o^ttr 
pu stilted ibill foi leguliling and pio- 
loii^ni., the Ch liter o( the Bulk of J 
laiiili, and ioi ciiabiiiig tliir goviinsi uid 
cunipany of the said bulk to adviiue a 
loin of one in iIkii anu a quaiUi loi the 
sti vice oi Ills majesty 

Sir J At ipoit complained of the preci¬ 
pitancy with which this bill wa'.tuietd 
upon toe Jiousc It was, in his iniiid, a 
rnelsiire of too much impuit-uiee to be 
thus hmlied foiwiid , and, lor one he 
had slioii.; objections to it alto^clhii 
1 list, beeiusi he thought it was founded 
on the vvoisl baigaiii th it ever was ni ide 
foi the public, mmtl), a loan of a certim 
sum of money to be advanced by the Irish 
bulk to the govcinmeiit of the eoiuitry, at 
3 pti e*nt the hi(,licst nte of inteiest 
winch the law illowcd them to charge 
upon discounts on any tiadesraan’s billil 
111 this CO mtiy Secondly, because, as the 
I in inee Committee hail suggested rtgu- 
lalious with respect to the bank of England 
highly advantageous to the public, he 
vv ishcd tlu m to hav i an ojiportunity of 
eonsidciing and lecnmmeiiding siniiiai 
leguliiioiis with lespect to the bank of 
Irel ind, befoie the ehaitci was renewed 
or prolonged. Oveituies had been made 
to himself, while chincellor of the lush 
exchequer, lor a renewal of the charter, 
but he had set bis face against it, and the 
only bonus could sec that the light 
lion gent had obtained for the public bjf 
this bargain, wa**, tint the bank agieed to 
loicgo any elaiiiis they might have had 
for man.<gmg the public debt, but surely 
the government ol Iicland was not at so 
low an chb of credit as not to be able to 
licyfovv this loan of so laigc a sum, on better 
Mirms tlTSii the humblest trider paid for 
direount of his bills at then counter. 

<1 Ml I'oslei uiul, that, so fn from preci- 
(Utatuig this mcasuie without: allowing 
tnketuconstdei it, the documents had been 
on the tabic of the liousc a^ove thiec 
weeks.—The bill was read the fiist 



tai] PARL 

[CoMfiOdT OF Sib Homb PowiAW.] 
Mr. S. Ltuhmglon •(member tor Yar¬ 
mouth} rose and spoke as follows 
forc I proceed^ sir, to state the grounds of 
the motion which I shall shortly, have the 
honour of proposing to the house. I wish 
in a lew wortls to call to their recollection, 
those circumstances which originally in- 
iluceil me to bring this transaction to their 
notice. 1 am the more anxious to do thi.s, 
because it 1ms very unfairly been said, that 
1 made a personal attack on the hon. cap¬ 
tain without giving him any nolice of my 
intention of so doing. It will be in the 
recollection of the house that an hon. 
baronet (sir Francis Burdett) some months 
since made a motion for an account of the 
Droits of Admiralty without any previous 
notice, and the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer requested him to postpone it to the«| 
foll()wing day, for the purpose of having 
time to consider of it. At that time I had 
not the honour of the slighte'st personal ac¬ 
quaintance with the hon. baronet, bnt be- 
i)>g apprehensive that the motion, as it was 
then worded, would not attain his object, 

I followed him out of the house, and sug¬ 
gested some alterations, which might com¬ 
prehend the Droits to the Crown as well as 
the Admiralty Droits, a.s the former much 
exceeded the latter in amount, and added, 
tiiat I myself kfn*w an instance of gro.ss 
misapplication of that fund. The case of 
the Etrusco occurred to me, but distrust¬ 
ing the accuracy of my memory, I went 
the next day to Doctor s Commons for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether ray recol¬ 
lection of the case was correct. On this 
head I w'as soon quite satisfied. Being 
unavoidably delayed till rather late, on 
niy entrance into the house, I found the 
hon. baronet on his legs making his mo¬ 
tion. 1 immediately inquired of % noble 
lord (Ossulstun) and an hon. gent, near 
me (Mr. Brand), if sir Home Popham was 
in the house, as 1 did not know him by 
sight. Being answered in the affirmative, 

I determined to state the cas(!,»if any ob¬ 
jection should be made to the hon. baronet's 
motion. To my great surprize the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer positively asserted 




that no instance of the misappli'catio|^«f ^the favour to move ^hcir loifdsbi^ 
these funds had ever taken placa<*^In r^ ^^rant me t^c^years leave 

'1 »ha 


iipon by tlw assertion of the Ae#' 
g'ent.-^t will not be necessary wfi.fot! 
go into any long diacussiop as 
gaiity of the trade in whidh the holl. '<^uf>; 
fain was engaged, or to dwell upbnr 
ciremnstances, which induced the 
ture to enact such strong provisions agahn^ ' 
any British subject engaging In a irad4fw' 
the East Indies without the licence of 
East India company. It will be suffi'£ie^t 
to observe, that one of the principal qli^ 
jrcts they had in view, was to protect thb' 
India company against the 
which \^as ciwried on from' Ostend, e [ 
which possessed singular advantages 
thi.s commerce, because no duties 
payable either inwards or outwards., 
law therefore not only prohibited B 
subjects from trading themselves,* Stfl 
also from lending money to any fbrC^eini 
whatever for the purpose of carryin# ' 
on. I say, sir, that W'hen the l6|^W«f<i< 
ture made these enactments they 
Ostend particularly in view.—It 
perhaps, sir, be said, that I am revivifif tt 
transaction antiquated from the length hf 
time which has elapsed since its epth- 
mencement. It is true Uiat the onglii''dt 
the transaction is old, but the end of it 2 b 
recent; the grant was made in 1805, dnit 
though the hon. captain has rec^f<^ 
18 , 000 /. out of the proceeds, admiral 
binsoA has not yet been reimbun^''^ 
expellees.' In 1787, the hon. Captaih, 
a lieutenant in the navy, applied'to 
Admiralty for leave of absence to go to' HHk 
East Indies, and was at first refu.sed Oil tho 
ground that the Admiralty could not 
him lea^e to go to the EaOt Indies without 
consent of the East India Company. 
letters are so short, and so, clearly exp1i|]|p| 
the origin of this transaction, atid pfdfh 
tlte hon. captain’s knowledge of its 
lity, that 1 shall read theYn to the faoiiae.''^ 
Copy of a letter from lieutenant H ' 
Popham to Philip Stephens, esq. Seore 
to the Admiralty : ‘ Dover-street, 

‘ 12, f787—Sir; Having had the pOtif’*''' 

* sion of lord Howe to apply for leave 
' absence to go tuthe East Indies to fotf 
‘ my private affeirs, I beg you will 


ply to this statement, I mentioned _ _ 
leading features ofthe case of the Etrusci^ iwivc, 
and, sir, I shall ever consider it my dutV letter ^ 
to make known to this house every tflifijv Home 
plicatitm of public money. Which may * Febr 
come witffin knowledge ; and in this ' lett) 
instance i yas i^re paittipoiarly ^ied I* ye: 
Yoi. XI. 


purpose ffom the dhte 
&c. Home Popham.^- s^-Cn^y 
otu P. Stephens, eSq, fd fteut^^P 
flhm.—' Admira^^y-ofHceV‘JMl2• 
“787.—Sir; In 

liifh inst, fe^e^ins 
go fb the' Mst %hi\ 




May SI, iSoS.i— Motim [72i 

t * 

* tnLn$det some private alGKits, 1 am com- 
^manded by my lords commissi^mers of 

' this admiraity to acquaint you, that they 
cannot give yon leave to go into any of 
^y'tbe Kftst- India (’ompany’s settlemvnts 
'i tvithont your first obtaining tbc coin- 
"♦‘paily’s pcrmis'iinn to go thither. I am, 

&c. P. Stepukns.'— t opy of a letter from 
,'Pj Stepheas, esq. to licut. Home Popliam: 

** Adirtiralty-ollieo, tJ'iiid Feb. 17K7.—Sir; 

^■?'’Maving communicated to my lords com- 
•^'iniiMioiiers of ibo aduiiraity your letter 
,'^ef the 20th inst. * informing them, that 
^■'you have no intiuition to ^o to any of 
■**the Piast Intliri company’s settlements, 

^ wur private allairs requiring you at the 
^'Danish sctllemeiitof Predericknagore, and 
'^ requesting two years leave of absence 

* for' that purpose ; 1 am commanded by 

♦ their lordships to acquaint you that they ■ 

* do MO< think fit to give leave to any otfi- ^jany, though his leave of absence was oh- 
'♦•cers. on-half-pay to go to the East Indies, tained to reside at P'redericknagore. In 

• unless they are employed in the service 178!) we find him at Calcutta, engaged 

♦ of the East India company, lam, &.c. in illicit traffic: of this there can ho no 
I* Philip Stephens.’ —Copy of a letter from doubt, because the record from the Court 
P. Stephens, esq. to lieut. Popliam : ‘ Ad- of King’s Benrii is on tin: table, and the 
'**miraity-oflice, 2Stli March, 1787 .—Sir; lion, captain has actually pleaded the i|.> 

' .'♦tHaving read to my lords comnu.ssioners legality of the trade to |»reveiit paying a 
'♦ of the Admiralty yoyr letter of f yester- debt contracted there ; so f.u- therefore he 
'♦•day’s date, dc.sirtng you may be indulged has acknowledged himself guilty. In 175)0, 
!> with two years leave to reside in the a second a oyage in the same ship was me- 
y^lJanish settlement of Predericknagore, in ilitated, and on this voyage he sailed with- 
East Indies, on your private tiHairs, out asking any leave of the Admiralty at 
«upon your relinquishing your hall-pay all. The prccautlon.s used on this occa- 
.♦’till you return to England; 1 arn-to ac- sion will prove pa,*.! doubt bis knowledge 
;.* q^aaint you that their lordships arc pleased of the illegality of the trade. In the first 
Y/'tw give you two years leave for that pur- place the charai;ler of* the vessel was 
ty jiose upon your relinquishing your half- changed from Imperial to Tuscan, and the 
'♦jpay accordiitgly. 1 am, &c. P. Ste- manner in which this was ilonc is not be 
.'V'PHESs/—One would have supposed, sir, jiasseil by. If gentlemen will turn to the 
«fhat even a less observing man than the’ lOOlli page of the papers, they will .see a 
ili'Oti. captain, who is by no means deficient most curious agreement between Messrs, 
'in penetration, would have suspected that Valle (md Borghini, of Leghorn, and sir 
lull' this caution on the part of the Admi- Home Pophatn : 'By thi.s present, though 
, fifalty was not entirely without cause. One ‘ private charter party, which the parties 
have tjiought that it must have ' agree to he of full lorce and vigour, as an 
'occurred to him, that there was some- ' agreement made by a Notary Public in 
ftbing illegal, something not quite correct ' due Ibrin, it i.s agreed to procure {>apers 
traffic, in which lie proposed to en- ' which Mr. Popbam will make use to 
But I have nq, occasion to have ‘ cortr a ship to midertake the voyage to 
'74^'ourse to reasoning or supposition; 1 * the East Indies and hack to Inborn.’ 
(Will prove that the hon. captain was per- Amin, ' Notwithstanding the said’ship is 
^li^ctly aware of the illegal.ity>of this trad^, ‘/'To bt“!“.avigated in appearance, on act 
a|A()iugh he has'-thought proper in hiu count of the said Valle and Borghini, 

i-'il L -i i ’i-' '-M ' lt '>---—^. ‘Ts however covenanted and agreed; thist 

smi# TluVa'lWre is a memorandun in the every profit, loss and event of the-skKi 
thpirt this letter fioin.li£i{‘’.yf*dphani her navigation, freight, &c.- is and 

‘IMwd found in the AdAwLty. ‘''shall be on account and rkk'oF'ithe 'said 

Here Is a memoranduiw that ^is let- ‘ Mr. Pophatn.’ And in t)age’'l(», ■' Ms. 
ebiild hot W fouii^ ^ * Hf rnbeckf who is to oe deputed as ltd- 


morial to assert his - ignorance of it. The 
hon. captain, h-aving obtained this Iravc, 
immediately Avent to Ostend, where ho 
entered into a commercial connection with 
the house of Chartim k and Co. a house of 
all others the nio.st notorious for smuggling 
and illicit trade. It was tliis house that 
used to fit out cutters, which contended 
even with British vessels, and it is recol¬ 
lected in tlie navy how ohstimitely the 
British Lion, a cutler fitted out by Messrs. 
Chariiock, defended ht‘r.scif against the 
lly.ena, commanded by admiral, then 
captain Thoruborough. From this port of 
0.sle;iid, the hon. captain s-ailud in the 
Villc dc Vienne, a vessel of from 't()0 to 
500 ton.-! Inirthen, under Imperial colours; 
and would it he believed wont first to 
Bombay, and aftei-vards to almost every 
•other -settlement of the J',ast India com- 





* fot c-ineiitioiied proLUiator to the xaid 

' elk Us of VAile aod Boifjhiai, 

* siiall si^n the pu^tiil agreeinttat, in vu> 
'tueeelioiui fcluii euaiaiitte thitnfiom 
'eeti) L\ccption, winch might be pio- 

* iiiukd iidii iMi Puphiiii against this 

* d< tiai It ion*ot bona Jide ’ f »i tbe<>c lakt 
and hititious papus one and a ejuaitei pit 

< Lilt upon the tsliniaad value ot the ship j 
(^000/) u as p ml, } el allci all this, aflei 
th( s« i ilse doeuiiicnls, so procuiid, afur 
iir^iretiiig to iiiiew his applieation to the 
Adiniially tui Ua\t ot eh^mce, sir Iloiiie 
Pophain his stitid iii hi^ 'Miinoiial to tiie 
fiiasui}, tint he belieied the ti ide (p be 
ninoieut iid leg'll In June 1790. iIki), 
tiie lioiioiiiablt eiptain sailed, in what 
chaiaeler it isdidiiult to diseover, foi in 
some ol the pjpeiN he is design itid as 


< based A ship callad the jbeWefttaWattfait 
)ngtan|of U^O tuns, which h^ imAiedlateljr 
ehitstoned by the name of old chip the 
Etrusco, ami without an^ scrapie tif eea 
iiiotse trailsletied the papoisoi the stualleif 
vessel'to tins ncaiiy double its stze> Thd 
mode of puieliai>c too should not pMs !>/ 
eiitnely unnutieed It wa> sold by ftleasrii. 

1 and \V braiiets to one (jtiacomo PoliSt 
uid by him tiansfeiied toGiorgi by an in- 
doisi ment on the bill of s lie, but, itrango 
to say, the iiidoistnit iitdoes not bear date 
till tile 2tth of Noiember 1792} this 
Giorgi sigus^iimstU in tbi chaiter>party 
ot iiei^it with Ml l)e Const itif, master 
and owmi on ilie 5Lh ot November pre¬ 
ceding Jhehon e apt un, indeed, tut his 
athd i\ It, accounts tor tli st e'en lordiiMiry 
tiaasiers bystiting that U was done tor 


ciptain. 111 otheis is su{.ert u,,i), buti% gieitei caution! toi what puipose this 


t K t hi h id the Kai eominaiid ol the con* 
eiin I shilf htle, sii ineniioii a cik urn* 
t'mee, not with a view toainisatun, oi 
in ikiiig It i elnige, biitbiiause it iiis 
lieni lid] iintlv uisinuitdl, lud generally 
< IK 111 111 (I out ot (loois 1 shill tIuuioK 
.,i\i till ion ^enibiiiin in oppoilinnty ot 
( \] I iinin^ It it ippi ns by fbt Ihll ot 
tliit on bi nd this Ms>el tin ii 
well sliippi (I to c isl non ^ini , mil soint 
iisisii sniill'iiiis but It niunttcap 
pills how till y will iliposidoi, ind it. 
Las belli Slid tiuy win sold to ibe native ^ 
powf IS somi (i whom weie at that piiiod 
enoi_(d 111 li )s iliij with us 1 npiit, 
sii, tint 1 iiiv no pi not ot this, but the 
Inn captain iniy < le'ii up e\ciy suspieion 
hygiMiig HI uiount bow these militiiy 
stoics \\t It disposi d ot —Aftei avojigi, 
111 whiih he torn hid at social poits in the 
J ast Indus, biitwhiih it is not iiiauiial 
totiaic, wt find him at Calcutta setting 
oat on i voyage tor Hombay, in which he 
vas pi (Vented, by Ins own account in his 
aflidavit, by distiess of wiatiici , but it 
appears by a leltei amongst the pipers, 
that he hid quaiieilel with his mister ot 
the colouis, who thiiateiied t^o bring an 
inioimation ig-iiiist him toi bringing out 
British propelty in a foreign vessel, tliat 
he sailed without any ship’s papeis, oi 
doc umeuts to insure bis admission int 
port, where there was a legular 
bouse; and that had he gone to Bomba' 
his vessel most inevitably have been seiacfl 
all pietty good proofs that he was awa^ 
tile tiaiiic he was eairymg on was dlu 
From the Piince ot Wales’s Island, 1 
hon. captaKi proceeded to Calcutta, wli^ 
c8*l ot 


ha sold his vc8 


£00 tom, and^ 


gicati I caution was used I leave the hmise 
to judge Having reieiiod C<uiton, an 
igieiiiient wis then enteicd into be|pA- 
imig thus ‘ It IS agreed between Home 
* Pophiiif, owtu 1 of till L’ltiusco, Tuapaii 
' ship, on the oiiepait, and jChatles Be 
' ( oaslaiit md lian llaptiste Piron>auper- 
‘ caiw,o(s oi the lieneh Last India Cmtr* 
fpiny, at < niton, on the other part/ 

I ill I e IK sc M 1 I otliii paits of thit agraa- 
luciitwhieli it will b« iieiissaiy to advert tO 
^ Intoie J sit down, Itut at pie-ciit it laauih- 
eieiit *lo oIkciic, tint a luge caigo WOB 
taken in in loiiscquenee, and also a op«»> 
sidei ibit quuitity of goods on the hpik 
ciptains own account The vessel then 
set sill loi luiope, .md in the Cove, of 
Coik was tiktnsby lus maiesty’s i^ip 
the Diadiiii, c apt Suthetj^alfd, and after* 
wauls ifliastd by him, on the assutaaoe 
^t sir Home Poph mi that the property 
bond was all neuti il, and thit he hmiseif 
hjd no shate c ithei m the ship or cargoi. 

I state this ficl, sii, on the authoiity of 
heut ( lantoid, who then served as a 
lieutenant on board the Diadem, and if 
IS disputed I am leady to call him in the 
bai to* piove it Indeed it is eoirobatod 
by the evidence of William Banens, ^ 

slates that the sjiip was troubled thiw 
tiinis before she was seized by eapt, Bo* 
biiison, onte by the Diadem ship w 
the Cov* ^ Coik.* On the voyagn 
m. Coik to^O-'lend some goods 
ggled on shoPc neai Hastings, widl 
:nowle|ig.> and by the order ot «ir Homt 
Popha^ This tact i» pioved by the «vi* 
dtneeXvisyeral witnesses, bat^ teahl*' 
last IS conclusive Gfiberfc 
^ate of the Etrujico, uttA 
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»ho has smce been m his majestj^s naval ‘ enemi^ of the crown ot G Britain, have, 
levviQe as a lieutenant, states ‘ that about » hath, or had directly or mdiitctly any 
' hitii chests ot tea were dehveica out of * right, title or interest in or to the said 
■ the ship, whiieain the English Chaunel, ‘ ship and goods oi any part theieof at the 
' and bctore she ariived oti Calais, that ‘ said seveial periods ot time (vi/ at the 
* tlve said goods weie so delivered byordei ‘ time of lading and the time ot captuie) 

‘ of Mr. rojdtain, and took place about * noi will have until the samd shall bi sold 
' 12 o’clock Vit iiipht ’ bcvcial othi i wit- ‘ or disposed ot, loi the sole it count and 
nesses depose to the same tact, and also • btncfii ot this deponent’ Now, sir, what 
that 4 or 5 boats wtie lound the shi[> at is the agieemtntinadt at ( anton, how docs 
the turn. Iwill also till the hon offi- itagiie with this dularUionon oath > Sir, 
oer who were his rompaiuoiis in that itbegmsthus ‘ It isagiecd between Home 
tiansactiou. He will pcihaps niollcct ‘ Popham, owmi oi tlu I’1 tni'.to, fust in 
the name ot Wi Wciihani, whose ta- ‘ ship, on tin om part, md ( baiUs de (.ou¬ 
tlier wdspaitnti with Mr ( hainock, and ‘ stvit,iiid J< in BaptisU Pium, supti-«ai- 
lived at Hastiiigs—^Thirc aicotlitrs ilw » goes ol th< buntli Last Indi i ( onipoiy 
wlioin it nectssary I can pioduie to vciily • at I niton, on thi othei pan, th it i joint 
this statement, and to a much gitatei i-s- ' torn tin sb ill tiki , 1 n < ’ A.,uii, ibey 

tent than appears by the papers ’Ihi 'doiurtli i igitt It it m probt oi los-, i poii 

Etrusco was attcrwaids captured by the • tin siid \|(di <n to In boin «i *1 
Biilliant iiigate, lapt Kolnnsoii, iiid 'Itrid bin iidsluii diki brtwMii t 

brought to the inei 'Ihmus Hun wis siid llonn Popli iii (hultsdi ( »n ' i *l 
a suit commenced in the Adminltj ( omt, < md I< in Hiiitnu I'lion. Sn tins i* 
and a variety ot protctduigs, wbn h it is q nit >1 no f < nii t nl , it is too .,1 n n 

nnftecessaiy to enunm lU to tfn liousi In 17 >7 the it sil ' i loidtnmid m ti 

took plate Araonj,stj.)tlici tlnms tlitit louit In low i-. j ii/ to lli< 1 04 * 

was one pieteiud by thi bon < ipt loi will) tn « !.,» '• m 'Ins si iiii lu ib u 

the ship and c irgo, snppoiltd lit i in ist wi ni ippi il, nnl bvi \ sis liuiwnds 

6 Vtr 90 nliniiy ifl (*aMt to wlntli 1 sh II tlu IjkK louuiiis k ii 
have occasion | '•enily to illicit, it cici t to Mi ( < nst irit s sbm, wliitn 

markin i; < nly n tin lust plm tlin li tlu v itslond (tndinniid Vi Pnoii s i<, 

bad not pp'imln !< i\in n tl wliuli pn/i to tlu t i,itoi bnn,. bniuh pio- 

is usual ni sui'i ( 1 st tn i b itompfilsoiy pcit\, mil tlu snip nid th il pm t < I thf 

process wis is lud a iiii-.t Inni liu •\ cii o < 1 imi d b> sir Home Popluni lluy 

case ot {niplojnitiit ibioid c nmot lie )l(UinMiitd to b pii/e to thi king !•'th» 
pleadtd, btclusc itap|>eus by Ins illidi pio|Kitv ol i Biiti h ubjut tn„igetl in 

Tit, that he was in London in A'l., list ] 711 liluittiiflK Alt* i tbs ml ntt iieiil 

In this alhdivit the bom cijl dosciibed inciiior dswcu pn stiilt d to tlu tic siii\, 
himself as tgilh^ly ol OsUii nuichnt, md amon., t otlicis <i !> n llonit 
but DOW alt oibt cr m tlu na\> II id Poph un ll)i«iiu noi il tittd tb it tlu 

nutted that he had t,tiie to tin 1 u.t in \i ■.tl bid i r n mndiiniud < i uttmiit ol 

dies and c irritd on Ir ide then, though tlu ti e illiihty of the tiih oi w nth lit, sn 
leave had been obtained evpicssly vvith*i Homt *r’i)[ih im, w is int iw u« wluii lu 
new to his residing at the Danish settle- engigtd in it, hut th it lit btliescti it to bt 
iDet of Iiederukn igoifc U was furtfui nmociiit end hgtl, tint .n w is well 
'laated^that he had btui on terms of inn knowii to loid tifrnw d'ls mil net ved at 
macy'Mth lord t ornwallis, and Mi Sfuait histilh, md tint lu w is in liibits at 
who acted as govcmoi in the ibsetucot n nni v siith Mi Stunt, who acted js 
letd ( oinwalli", tliu he dimd with th« m, g )v< lor m loni ( ornw illis s ilistme; that 
ai^ thence he inferred that thiy knew he ti ulc i is t uiit 1 on with the know 

bt the illicit tiaffie he was can yin„ on, and ul^t md midti the mpin nt s metum of 
connived at it. But I must intieat the at- tfse/itis ml^ of thi < ompmv —Df the tes- 
tcatiOBofthebousii tollie conuluding pntK iji4oiif-c^ t that iticicd mbltmin htrr 
of the aflldavit; alter claiming the his ^‘Ihidid to, wc ai thprivtdbv bis much 
tyd- the whole, or at le u>t one thud of c4 no*be lament d d( ith , but, sjp, 1 1 umot 
U^tli goods. It piocteds to saj, * rtut no bout ind^nation set bis mine asptistd. 
* pfftSm or pcisona being (ubj^ts of Mi Lnshington w is called to order 

'ecaheei Spam, or the unltedtt^^mr^s, b/ VIr Dent, butdesiicd by the bpeakerto 
•^^tbhkhiting within apy of (’tthose\terii- pHwtcd ] Amongst all the *^reat aitd 
*8^84, their ractorsoi agent*'or anyptber ,iiaius^nt qualities winch adoined his cha* 
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latter, none tvere more conspicaoai than seited that he was Ignoraht of ^0 
his spotless and unlthsmtshed mleanty. Iity of tj^e trade m which he was engaija^i, ^ 
Sii Ind Uk niirqms C ornvraUis had the that he was nutawaiethathc wasviMattng 
iiu liii ition, he had not the power to sane- anj' of the laws ot hib coflnti v, hUt thw 
turn thislride 'llu king himself esnnot on the fiontiai^ he believed the t|ra6l0 to 
dispense with tin Ians ot the land, and be innocent and legal, I will andeitake to 

nho will sIV,'that aiiv interior anthority piove, it imietd the house is AOt coQvmce4 

shiM posse s tint powOi But, sir, I leive alieady, by documents upon the table, 
the quLsiiun to the house, whuh shall hive that lu knew, past all posbibillty of 

the H,ttattr wduht, the asseition ot the doubt, that all his piocecdmgb were con- ' 
lion dipt attei the hets 1 have piovtd, tiny to law I will say nothing of hf? 
d ( r his St itonients iii his ailidavit, or the protuiing ship's papeis whuh were alt 
f lull Ktd ot mu<piis( oimvallis > It, hmv- false and tirntious, ot the bill of sale of 
dd, sii w( cannot hu' the tcstiinoii) the shipJbein;^ nude out in the names of 
ol maiqnis (. oinw vllis. Mi Miiait istttill othi r persons, as si .ted in his adidaut, for 
cihic Ih was in h dots i I intiniu \ with greatet caution , of the bill ot lading 
liie h in cipt he no do ilit will come ing signed by (iioigi abc iptain utd owner 

t )t\\ ad aid c c iiohoi ilc dl ins issrrt ons ot the ship L will pnss by these eoltaterat 

h \ ill uiicIk iti the (! uubiilsii Iloiiif prexVts though pretty convincing, and te- 
t , ‘ III, uid clc. u'\ pt lie lit siiK Mon* ejnest the attention of the house tosomeojf 

1 SCI! lilts ot ti ( < in| IIV lo this* the Icttcis contained ill the ducumciitb, aii4 

' 1 hive thf 1 i< r Ol some c found in the possessionot the hull c^pt. 

I lit line* with Ml *' i nl oul with tie In lette she inngdate, and mthe common 

ittlii Innisi Willi il il br which > n e ot iinngs rd tivcel aiitcccdontlo the 
t i\(d tiom linn in in weV • ni\ in lit vo^ i'•e the tict will dcaily appear. 

< lie < 11 this he ul w i li I udiiii med M'' \\ni Poplmii wiites, in & Icttei ad- 
\ I i e (i[i\ I ill 1 ) ij iswlielil IV b en I ( sse d to sn f Ionic, ‘\oni ship vvill be 

I (I b( I' « tl lion \Iv elf 1 s I liniiddiilv iiurkce];’ again, ' Kn lu¬ 
ll iv hedi I evo lid w th ' i ii lei ei) sni nice < in bt injde ’ ihc renewal of 


'till Oti Sn Ibiiin l'< jiti III nul Ins Slip . 
‘ poite * it I lo I ( In jiid \ i I In lile to 
‘ e St iblish sinic tie Iti i g'l nn I otdrtdiee ' 
'thin tliittlie nlsoiincie dulitv to liiiu 

* IS vstiangii ire to tn [leiuite 1 into in 

* * ippir lit sim ii m’ ol in ilk«> il li ilbe ' 

' J kiie w e ijit Poph iin in Indi i me re ly is a 

11 IV il (diet I who not ehnsing to he idle 
‘ in the tiiiu fit pc ice h wl oht lined pti 
^mission from the vdnnialt} to siil lo In 
' Ji i. With V VIC w It w lb iinelerstooel, ot nii 
‘ piovniL, liimst It in his piufossioii 1 know 
'thit hi voininviidtd the ship IJtiiisto 
'which snteei undei linpcrial colouis 
‘ and from his having made some use tul 
‘ sniveys ui the Biy of Bengal and the 

* tjanpcs, it Is very piobabic that I d'd 
‘ sometimes invite him to dine with me, 

‘ blit 1 cannot boast ot anv inUm ley cvei 
‘ h wing subsist! cl be twee n us ; and as to 
‘ his coininticial conceins, 1 know nothing 
'at all ot them. Iticic is no oir^ioii, 

' my dear sir, for any apology . fot^i^I 

' am not conscious ot hav mg given amij 
‘ sanction to illegal tiaflic m meiia by 
' civilities shewn to < ipt Popham, lcann«^ 
'suppose that he or his htends wi]f atf 
' tempt to rest his dctciice npoii so basek J 
' a structure. 1 r|maiii yours, &c Ciisn^ 

' iStuart ^Nejm sii, 1 will undertake 
pt^e, that though tha hoii. capt. ^ as- 


VI III tone must in I be lor India, astbC]^ 
ill le j me icdtihiate hum the India 
I II I it \oiiliiM the I pci mission to 
piiiiitd tin hd , you inty mike il for 
\i ( in the West Indiesmet America.* 
Aiiiith I leltii inioiins him, * lhat tha 
‘ 1 iws I 1 this country are very full foi the 
'siippeiit ot the Ineiia Company agaiHbt 
Piiiish sill |e ts adifiituiingtotW (j^uar- 
‘tei ’ Iherc aie several Other passage^ 
,iil the same nitiiie; but Mi Pender^^ 
speaks m very plain language. He bays, 
po not be ofltnded at my pioposmg dli'-^ 
' dt conimeice to yon' Thus, en, tfie^ 
house will perceive that the hon. capt vy^ 
toicw lined ol the illegality of the 
ot wine h illegal conduct hewasattcitvar^L 
piovc^ guihy m a court of justice, and yi^t 
he his the cfliuntcry m h» memotul 
declare, that he believed if to be muqce|^ 
and le^vl Am l^ot justified tbe>n in 
mg that this was a giuss imposition 
Ac lends of jhe treasury > llieie 
]%its ot this dfeuioiiil desciving obse^vib^ 
Jim* as lint the* freight, iraoUntimf 

(though the sh p only CMk 
20,000?) nyght b ive been iccciveefa^ttpj^ 
ton, tl^^ jii h tliere is express cUi^^^v 
the ad^eml^t, that ft should 
till ayi the%al|^thc cargo m 1?ur&||,i 
kby*tni||nnk 1 nave said enough to dotivinw 
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the hoose that thene vni» nothing in this 
memorial to justify the grant ,—1 must now 
advert to the extreme hardship of admiral 
Robinson’s case, who was the captor of 


captor of 

^is ship, which waa detained antj prose¬ 
cuted under the directions and by the ad¬ 
vice of the ablest counsellors in the pro¬ 
fession. Admiral Robinson has not yet 
received his uxpcnces, thoiu'h his share 
has been restored to the iicnlral claimant, 
i^r. Constant; and sir Iloiiic Popiiaui h>is 
already rereived l.s,000/. It is not my 
intention to find any fault with the judicial 
decision; indeed it would 4>e g^'eat pre¬ 
sumption were 1 to do so; but there is a 
circuiustancc whicJi considerably aggra¬ 
vates the hardship of this case. Mince the 
commencement of the war in 1793 there 
were two instances in which vessels (em¬ 
ployed in this trade were prorceded acrainst 
in the court of Admiralty, the i'iiiza and 
the Enterprise, and they wric liutli con¬ 
demned to the captors, who (‘on>e(|iienily 
received the whole benefit of the procced.s * 
bf the ship and cargo. Admiral’ Holiinson I 
had therefore two recent pn-fi dents in his ' 
favour, and must naturally have expected | 
that he and Ins ship’s company would have 
Tficcivcd the same nd>antu^e.—The lords 
commissioners ol appeals howeici revei’sed 
the course of all former decisions on this 

E oint, and after taking five jcirs to deli- 
eratc, pronounced the ship and caigo to 
be lawful prize to the king, and not to the 
captors. By this decision adiniial Robin¬ 
son was deprived of all legal tide and of 
all hentiftt except what he might leceive 
from the bounty of the crown. lie ac¬ 
cordingly .sent ,111 a memorial to the trea- 
Bliry on behalf of himself and his shiji’s 
Crew; and amongst other ciicumstances 
aUied the very grc*at expcnce he hatl been 
at in bringing the ship to coiidemtiatioif; 
indeed so large were these cxpences that 
had the ship nut been condemned, admiral 
ItobUyton must inevitably have hem rain¬ 
ed. ilowcvcT, notwithstanding all these 
i^cpmstaiiccs, the treasury thought firoper 
t^grant tlie w'holu of the proceeds of the 
ship an^ cargo, which had been condemn¬ 
ed aji employed in illicit trade, saddled 
only part of the expencr.s of the cap- 
tors, to sir Home I^opham, yidt.*) had beeif 


that question because the right boa. gent. 
(Mr. who must be considered as 

chiefly responsible, is now no more: 1 am 
willing to admit that the grant may liav/e 
been made without due consideration, 
without knowledge of the circumstances; 
that the Treasury were deceived by the 
false statements in the hon. captain’s me¬ 
morial ; but I do contend that it is an im¬ 
proper application of public money, and 
in no respect to be justified. It is not to 
be justified by the report of fhe king’s 
Proctor (which is in fact the king's Ad¬ 
vocate), because that report is precisely 
thetsame both on the memoridl of sir 11. 
Popham and admiral Robinson; it ex¬ 
presses no opinion, but declares that it is 
a matter eiitiiely it the disirelion of his 
majesty’s govcinmeni ; so that the 'IVea- 
lury would have been equally justifud, as 
far as that re|)ort can justify, in giving the 
proceeds to admiral Robinson. 'Ihe it- 
port indeed states, that the rapture was 
attended with no great excriion of courage 
or risk, bu: that considering the length 
of the litigation and danger which admiial 
Robinson mciiiTed of being ruined if the 
suit did not succeed, his cxpences ought 
to be paid. But, sir, let us see what 
has been the custom in tliese cases, and 
whether It h.is been usual to grant some 
share of the piocceds coudemiied to the 
king as Droits to the Orowii, only to cap- 
tors, who have undergone great danger 
and displayed great cxcitions of valour in 
the capture. ,Sir, there is njA a single 
instance whatc-ver of any vessel having 
been condemned to the king jure coroiue, 
til which sonic part of the piocecds hate 
not been granted to the captor.s. It h.is 
been tin iin ariahle rule to grant a part: 
the Elruscu is the only exception. The 
prnpoi't^n, indeed, has diticred; .some¬ 
times two-lhirds, sometimes one-half^ but 
never less, except when specie was found 
on board, in Anich cose une-luuith has 
been given. But a few months ago a 
Ruosian frigate was capluii'd in Ports¬ 
mouth harbour, where there was not the 
smallest probability of danger, not the 
slightest risk incurri'd; the vessel and 
c'^ao, part of which was specie, was esti- 
|^^cd(«;;^-i20(),000/. and being coiiclemucd 


dfetected in the prosecution of it. It »s jfH the king jure corona, one-fourth of the 
m’ant, sir, that I object, as being («iVt*<sp^cic was given, and certainly one-half, 
of injJ^ice, contrary to all cUsti^ and not two-thirds o!' all the other procceiis. 

5 ' edent', and productive of thb miyit mis- 'fha danger which was incurred, therefore, 
{pAsxmuequeudes. 1 aovn^v^clin- hVsjt never been made the criterion by 
^^f^oibatd corrupt motives to tifc ad- ^ivh to distribute or nof to dis,.ribute.-— 
of it; Ido not wilsticto entei^'iinto j.^hayp peculiar circumsd'bccs are there 
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then to lustify the d^ttrture 
cedent in the present^ite ? What deaal^rjt 
had admiral Kobitisoii? what merit had 
sir Home. Popham? Admiral Robinson 
was an old and experienced ofttcer, who 
had served his country 40 years %vith zeal 
and activity. * His hither too had been an 
admiral in the service, and had, at an ad¬ 
vanced age, lost a limb, when he com¬ 
manded the Shrewsbury in an engagement 
oir the Clicsapeak. When the Etrusco 
was siiized at Ostend, admiral Robinson 
wnsoftered 40,000/. to release her. [Here 
sir Home Popham observed, that he did 
not believe it.] Sir; admiral Robinson is 
in town; 1 will call him to the bar of the 
house to prove the fact, and leave it to 
the house to judge, who is most worthy of 
credit. In addition to his long services, 
admiral Robiason had to plead the length 
of the trial, \\hich lasted ten years, th^ 
pxpence he had been at, and the risk of 
ruin which he saw had not the suit suc- 
cced('.d. All his fatigue and anxiety of 
mind has been considered tis nothing 
worth.—Sir 1 lomt* Popham had no naval 
service.s to plead: nor will the pretence 
of the Company having apparently sanc¬ 
tioned his trade avail him. I have proved 
that the Company’s .servants in India did 
not sanction it. At home when informed of 
the capture of the vessel by adm. Robinson, 
tlie court of directors, by their secretary, 
expressed their anxious desire to prevent 
illicit trade, and declined joining in the 
prosecution only because the case was so 
wrapped up in obscurity, that there did 
not appear siiilicieiit proof to insure a con¬ 
demnation. Had they proceeded under 
the firo> isions of the act, the ship and 
double its value would have been the for¬ 
feiture. The coiiscipiences of grunts of 
this nature are most pernicious ; it is not 
only a waste of public money, but detri- 
mencal to the naval service. What hope 
has an oificer but the uncertain chance of 
prize money in the navy, of acquiring a 
smalt property to enable him to pass the 
latter end of hi.s days in comfort and com¬ 
petency? And shall he be deprived of 
this hope, of this only resource by vi^ich 
he can honourably acquire property 
bestow it upon one who had abanu.r/itM 
service ami been detected in the violatii 
of ‘ the laws of the country ? Sir, tl 
tratisactiop began in fraud, continued in 
deceit, and ended in a gross import' 
upon the then government. 1 regret 
necessity inallng such heavy acc 
tibiui Against* a *iDember of this 


tm' sorty to be oMlged'to ^vOrd my res^ ‘ 
tiom se -^trongiy againrt a navAl olTtcerj 
but the case admits of no palliation, t 
therefore move you, sir, “AThat it appeat« 
to this ^ouse that by a decree of the Lordf 
Coraraifflioners of Appeal iu Ih-tze causoaj 
dated the 11 th day of August 1S03, the shi'tt 
Etrusco, and such parts of the cargo which 
were claimed lyr Home Riggs Popham, esq; 
now sir Home Popham, were condemned an 
good and lawful prize to the king, as that 
property of one of his msyesty's subjects 
engaged in an illegal trade.—^That fay 
Treasury^warrent dated the 2 tth 8ept. 1805; 
the proceeds of the said ship and cargo; 
amounting to £.25,959. 9. 7, subject to 
certain cxpcnces not exceeding 6,000/i!' 
were granted to sir Home Popham, who, 
had 'Iwen detected in prosecuting such' 
illicit trade.—Tliat this grant is a misAp^* 
plication of public money, in-as-much ai^' 
contrary to all custom and prccedeoV 
those lunds which have in part altraj^ 
been appropriated to reward the exertioha 
of captors, were bestowed wholly ujpon sir 
Home Popham, who, being a* lieutenant 
in his majesty’s navy, had been detectetf' 
knowingly carry'ing on illicit trade in coi^ 
tempt of the laws of«his country, contrary 
to his duty as a British subject, and to the 
disgrace of the character of a British offi¬ 
cer; (yjcrating at the same time as a dis¬ 
couragement to his majesty’s naval farces, 
by depriving them of tiio accustomed re-' 
wards of their zeal and activity; and aii 
an incitement to the contempt and 
regard of the laws of the land, by be¬ 
stowing reward Unti impuiyty on those 
who had,been detected intfhc violation of 
them.” 

* Sir Home Popham .—Before I reply to tlie 
various charges brought forward agaihSir' 
md by the hoii. gentleman, I trust' 
that the house will indulge me with'a'' 
patient hearing, while I oiler a few 
minary observations, which are theqhor^' 
necessary to the vindication of my cho!^ 
racter,*as they relate to circum-Wanct/*,* 
immediately arising from the origi^'. 
questictfi, or brought forward in this 
since its first discus.sion. I wish 

tain the house by frijolous and’itfoll^ 
t matter,* 4ut to oppose fiicti 
jny, and to cun^bat prejudices niid 

with no other weapons th’ah' ^ 
_..d plain dealing. The persecdtloir 
has beew Zeroised ^aittst 
veral yAW^^stmust blstroagin^ 
lectiotf of ewry^einbe’r of’thii 
all tbe=l(|Mrtidus which 
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taukSd 09 former occttiiolis to traduce nici 
1 ^ to render me odious to the ^ouiitry, 
ij^e have been equal to those exercised 
qh the present Occasion. No pains have 
l^n spared, no means scruplecL at, to 
lower and vilify my character : the poi¬ 
son^ arrows air initie eneiiiies have been 
antofd at me both as a public man and a 

? ' Ttvate individual ; they have raked jiito 
very part of my hfe to find otit some 
H^prsousd weakness, in order to uae it as a 
^alurony against me: the follies of my 
yontli, and any attendant foibles, liave 
been held out to the publv; as ,the most 
enormous crimes : all the private trans¬ 
actions of my life have been gone into ; 
and such an rtlect has it had, that unless 1 
yield in all cases to what 1 consider an im¬ 
position, a threat of iiiipeaclmient is«held 
out against me, and this*by the house en¬ 
tertaining discussions on private transac- 
tfojjs.—Having, sir, mentioned the unpre¬ 
cedented pains that have been taken to 
bunt me down, I cannot help observing, 
that before another court of honour the 
accused, in the preamble of his defence, 
vpry highly compliiuented tlie editors of 
the newspapers for the strict silence they 
bad observed from the moment of its being 
publicly known that the othcer alluded to 
Wits to be tried ; whereas the instant the 
bcnourable gentleman opened his masked 
J^tery upon me, the literary assailants 
Me an in every way to take me in flank 
and rear, with a view uf raising tlie whole 
country against me. Sir, 1 svill take the 
liberty of reading one paragraph which 
accuses me of being a tfaitor to luy co«n- 
^O’y, and carrying gunpowder to tl\e enemy, 
'^hich is the higliest crime in the mind of 
^ ar Jfoitish public. Iain sorry that lowering* 
ip« in the puldic esteem should he an 
^n^tstfuct of such high importance, thai sifeli 
qiiworthy menus are resorted to against 
.j alC. 1 did think the liberal consiitution 
pf. tiffs country considered every person 
torai^cd for an offence, as under the pro- 
• the court before which 'be was 

fjlTai^aed ; and above all do 1 still ihink, 
iffMt' in my peculiar situation, 1 ant under 
tiie protection of the dignity uf this house 

aits f ta AMA 


‘thjink the documents on* your table will 
satisfy the house that I am little calculated 
to cany into effect si> treasonable a project. 
I was not on that side of India during my 
last voyage, and I never, dhectly or indi¬ 
rectly, had any intercourse whatever with 
any enemy of my country. ‘ V’‘ariou.s other 
instances of siriiildr condu«-t on the part of 
tile newspapers have occiiri'i’il ; advertise¬ 
ments have hc-ni inserted for evidence or 
inforiTiation against me; and a p nnphlel 
published, called A Discourse, foisu-1 ou 
the public as a discussion on foptuliiigen, 
but evidently meant as an atf.iciv upon me ; 
thev< preface and appendix coiisiitiiting 
more than iwo thirds of th>‘ hook, lut, of 
the grossest scunllitifs, e\i lenllvine.mt to 
prepare the country li r the pieseiit atiack 
on me, although it so happened, i he hoiioui - 
jeable gentleman never hoard ofllie ]'auis< o 
till the morning he fust piesinlcd liiinsi If 
to the house on the suhj,-. t! This author 
has also cndcat ourrd to administer «nolln r 
species of poison to the puhlio, liy iii.iitt- 
oiisly suiting that I had only been so in uiy 
years afloat after my promotion ; tii it, sir, 
was my misfortune; I h.id not inten ,t 
enough to get afiigale, nor could I, w'itli- 
out a deroiietion of my homidcii duty, 
refuse to lie employed by Ins majesty’s go- 
vernment in the sarioiis maiuiers in which 
they have tltosen for the last lifieeii ytais 
to direct my cvertioiH.—\ollijrij,.sii, can 
more thoroughly raaik the ram our <Mr- 
eised against me, than an .itfai k which an 
lion, gentlemtn made u|)oii me, with so 
becoming and well-timed a liberality, at 
the moment the saf'tyofmy life w,w a 
questionable point in the opinions of my 
physicians ; not .is a relevant topic of 
debate, hut to make an Impression ag.iinst 
m« while I wa, arraigned under a most 
serious*^ charge ; for I am ceil.iin my ap- 
(lointuient as capl.iin oftheiiallic fleet, 
could have nil reference whatever to the 
provisioning of the Rochfort si^uadron ; 
and yet the hon. gentloirtan, in a miosL 
unqualifiedinanner,whilearraigningthe no- 
We lord’s conduct who has no auecessfully 
president at the head of the board of admi¬ 
ralty; .says, ' his appointment of sir Home 


•Chtod God, sir I p it possible that one of ‘#P^ham to be cajitain of the Baltic fleet 
Jihi^rabert uouldnave beyn ^uihy of ^’maiSmroutrage, and disgusted every offi- 
ammunition to the en€am^^ per in the fleet.’ Now, sir, I wdl tell 


country? Such'a person su^l^ tnat hon. gentleman that the appoinunont 

^ A. _ _A_1__ T9. I 9|> . .1 \l IS 1 4 ..a. I_— 1.__ 


i tQ*U9 tied to a stake in Pala4e-yard. 
the. house, however, it rest to 
ought to lie the fay<wany man 
|ly ;ipd flagitj*'*^ Srings'^uch a 
"inst one of ita*|^mbec3.V'^dq 



le alluilcd to was not -what ho ha* bocn 
(}lp$ed to describe it. This housg shall 
W»osc between tbat lion, gcntldmaii'shigh 
Jpnitority, and the opirtijte offwd' officers 
|mf first raiuk and 'In' tfid 
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vice, (whose letters happened not, li^ ’" 
several others on tii^e same subject, to be 
destroyed ;) the senior, an admiral nearly 
related to a noble lord sitting on the oppo¬ 
site bench; and liie junior, a vice admiral, 
sir Thomas Graves, who has had the ho¬ 
nour of receivjng the thanks of this house, 
and the highest mark of his sovereign’s 
approbation, added to what is equally 
disar to liim, the most unct|uivocal testi¬ 
mony of that illustrious hero lord Nelson, 
of his meritorious conduct on the occasion 
ibr which these honours were given.— 

‘July 17 ill, 1807. My dear .sir; 1 was 
‘ very happy to find from admiral Gain- 
‘ bier that you have absolutely recefved 

* your appointment as captain of (be fieot; 

‘ i rejoice in it, in this instance, mure than 
‘ 1 should probably in any otlier, because 
‘ you are so well acquainted with the Bal-J 
‘ tic, where the lleet is supposed to bij 
‘ going. I tlihik from your gre.tt profes- 
‘ sioiiiil knowledge, resource, and activity, 

‘ lord Alulgnvve could not have made a 
‘ iiiovo judicious choice i’or the ajipoint- 
‘ iiicnt. I have long know n your admiral: 

‘ he is a most lionoiirable man ; and al- 
‘ though you have never been on service 
‘ witli him, J am tiTlaiii your a.>si<luity 
‘will gain his good opinion. J wish my 
‘ flag had been lioi.stod ; I should have 
‘ rejoired in acting hand in hand with you : 

‘ much suece.ss attend you, ami believe me, 

‘ niy dear .sir, very truly yours, C'. P. Ha- 
‘ MU.'ioN.’—Extract of a letter from vice 
admiral sir Thomas (Jraves. ‘ July 22nd, 

‘ 1807. It tloes not appear that they are. 

‘ certain wlio are to be your flag ollicers, 

‘ though doubtless long since afipointed ; 

‘ all agree that you are captain of the 

* fleet, which, it is .said, will consist of 

* twenty or thirty sail of the line ; an 
‘ invincible tbree, in which yom* genius 
‘ and talents will have ample scope : and 
‘ (think the .situation you hold in the cx- 
‘ pedition is as creditable to those who ap- 

* pointed you, as I am persuaded it will he 

* advantage.ous to the publie, and honour- 

‘ able to yourself and the service.' 1 will 
submit to the hou.se, whether the opinion 
of these officers, written at a moment when 
they little expected I should talX the 
liberty of making it public, ackled 
opinion of three very respectable otfice^ 
who were then at the board of adiniralftyX. 
ought not to have more weight in the ^rs mtended to remonstrate agiinst 

cision of the noble lord, than the e:^*-ao^| ‘ appo’fntmgnt, and whigh very nattl 
dinary acquirements upon those topic'* 


lettera, give most unatiswernble ptqoj 
the other allegation is.th^ reveri^ of ttife/ '. 

* that c»ery officer was disgusted with th,y ' 
‘ appointment.’ I am realiv quite ashamed'' . 
to trespass so much ou tne house { but 
really,fcir, tiie lion, goiitlemau did sd ^'r- 
cibly pre.vs the unpopularity of iny appoint* 
inent, that 1 caiinul refrain from attempting 
to rctnovc such an impreasioii.—‘Apru 
‘0th, 1808. My dear sir; having observed 

‘ in the newspapers an !i.s.sertion made in ' 
‘ the house of cotnmoas, that your late 
' apjioiutmcnt as captain of the fleet gave 
‘ di.'jgust to every ulficer iu the e.Kpediti(nt 
‘ to Copenhagtm, I feel it my duty, as dim 
‘ of the captains employed on that service, 

‘ to assure you, tliat so far from being dl** 

‘ gusled or di.splea.scd, it gave me mo$t 
‘ sincere pleasure to see y’^on in a situatiojf 
‘ I conceived you .so jicrfectly calculated 
‘ to fill with credit to yourself and toyoor- 
‘ country ; an opinion nio.stfully cunlirined 
' by my observations on your zeal aftjd' < 
‘ iinvve.irie dexcrtioiis at Copenhagen; and 
‘ I have much saiisiliction in say ing, I ex- * 
‘ pre.ss not my ow’ii s. niiinents, but those ' 
‘of all my brother ollUers I \vas in tho 
‘ habits of intimacy with, which 1 believe 
‘ includes the greater proportion of the 
‘ fleet. I hare onl]r to add, tlint 1 sbgll 
' n joice mo.st heartily to sec y'ou again 
‘ ill a situation to cull forth your talenfs 
‘ lor tfce good of the service. I am, tity 
‘ d« ar sir, E.xiract of a letter frODt a 

captain in the Ualtic fleet; * April I8tb, 

‘ 1808. Our friends here inform me y’^oti 
‘ are about to he cmployeil again; I, who ■; 
‘ witnessi'd your ijureniittingcxertions and 
‘ abilities at ('openhagen, with the general 
‘ satisfaction you gave Both army and 
‘ navy, .slioiild be better pleased that’yott' '' 
'were in the .same situation again, rather 
‘ yian in comiriaiid of a single ship.^-^ 
Extract, ‘ March lOlh, 1808. I observe* 

‘ by the debates of the 4lh instant, on the 
‘ subject of sir Richard Strachon’s squst*.’... 
' droll, that Mr. CalcraR has a.<i.seKe(f, tb'ed 
‘ lord jWulgrave has committed an outrage ; 
‘ on the service by appointing you . 

* of the fleet, wdiich gave universal * 

' tisfaclion. Int^crliad the pleasure,-')^ 

‘ being introduced to you until your.'h^ 
Vceptaucco|' that appcftntmciit; bi^;pr0*.'' 
‘*Vious to ydbr arrival at Yarm6dtn,''||; 
‘\-port was in nrculation that'some. 


the hon. ^entleijftan. 1 will also, 
house wilT alloM me to read a few 
VouXI. * 


from tbti 'novelty of such a pro^eiUdS 
bcc^e‘tlf4 subject of coaverSall@||f^|^ 
the |apUitPj^gpya8 far as I coul" 



t ^'aV di,‘ JWixiwi 

V i» L ^ 

'• tpe instance, iliey viewed the rejjort 
*.|a^re as a squib tbaiiajny seriousiiUuntiun 


^_to iviDonstratti. I have ever t-oAsidered 
to be the prftvince of a coinm<itKler In 
^ chief, to nominate oiBceis who arc to be 
' in CQi\fldenlia1 situations about hirih espe- 
‘•ci^tily ns iu your case ; that nomination 
*,pa)0^^e within precedents estahhihed, not 
at home hut aliroad, and 1 was Mirry 
'•to find that the least dilterence of opinion 
' should have cxiAted on lliu prupiiety of 
'.your appointment. It is impossible for 

* a t:;aptain of a fleet to ffive universal .sa- 

* tisfiictton to those under I^is direetiun'; 

* from your unremitting zca'i for the 
'f^rvicu, the perfect arrangement of your 
' plans, your exertion in the execution of 
‘ thetn> and your personal altcatlou to the 
•j^jffiders of the fleet, 1 heard you spykeii 
' of by the uajitains wills whom 1 was in 

* the habits of intimacy, in the fleet, in 
' terms which reflect the highest honour 
' tkn your character and conduct; and I 
' really feel myself called ujjon to comrnu- 
' nicate those my sentiments to you. I 
' must heg leave at the same time to say, I 
^totally disclaim attaching myself to any 
'Ijarty; I only eome foiward to assure 

* you my name cannot be enrolled among 
^ those who are represented hy Mr. Cal- 
' craf[ as disgusted with your appointment 
' utider lord (lambier; and 1 am eon- 
' TiBced that many of my brother o.Tu ers 

* ijrl>o are now at sea would, if they were 

* in England, be glad to avail themselves 
*j^ an opportunity to do you similar jus- 
•.tice.*—‘ April yth, 1808. Dear sir, 1 

* was astonished to see r»;nortpd in a newv 
',pa|iier in a ‘late debate iu the house of 

* etymons, an assertion made Ase of by 
<Mr. Calcraft e,vpressmg that my lord 

* Mttlgrave had committed an outrage to 
*^fhe service in appointing you captain ^of 
** fileet, on the late Bmtic expedition ; 

if roy memory <loes not fail me, he 
‘*'.,,saili/disgusting to his brother officers.’ 
f SjocS an assertion calls on the captains of 
*>that fleet to express their mind ;«.and I, 
fMko had opportunity of seeing y our great 
,'fsin3 wealous exertions, both tn the fleet 
*'Wtd on shore, and of Hearing the senti- 
^,^lli^ents of navy and army, teel that an 



captains 
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i^et, tending to insihuate stich a sentiment 
' by any of my broker officers ; on the 
‘ contrary, there appeared to me but one 
‘ Opinion, that of the greatest confidence in 
‘your abilities, and apptobation at your 
' being selected tu fill so honourable ami 
'arduous a situation on an expedition so 
‘ big with great events. I can only lament 
' that your being now appointed to tlie 
' command of a ship w ill, m a great degree, 
’ cramp your excition'., but I sincerely 
' hope the lime is not far distant when the 
‘ country will reap the benefit of yonr 
‘ great abilities on a greater and widt'r 
' scqle. With every seiUiiiicnl, &.C.’ — 
Extract: ‘March 12th, 1S08. Although 
‘ Mr. Calcraft has taken upon himself to 
‘ assert in the hoiise of c'onimons that your 
‘ appuintmemt as eapi..’n of the Baltic 
fleet gA\e universal disgust, I do assure 
you it is not a fact. Some few ollicers 
‘ made some objections, but I am rerlaiii 
‘ timi-flfihs were decidedly in yonr favour; 

‘ and as to your rondiic t after your ap- 
‘ jiointment, it was sue It, in personal al- 
‘ tc'utioii, an angcnient, promptitude, un- 
‘ ceasing exertion, .uid zeal m the fivilbful 
‘ discharge of your duty, as obtained you 
‘the highest credit with eveiy oflieer I 
' convcrsi’d with on the suhjee 1. I am, 

‘ &r.’.—Extract: ‘May 10th, 1808. I 
‘ want w'ords to express my astoni‘.lniient 
‘ at the observations (respecting your ap- 
' pointmerit as captain of the Baltic fleet) 
‘made by Mr. Calcraft; as the fact is, 

* that so far fioni an outrage, it w’as con* 

‘ formablo to several precedents, and so 
‘ popular in tlic fleet, that I nc\er heard 
‘ one dissenting voice ; and on the con- 
‘ elusion of the service, e\ery oflieer in the 
‘ flc‘et, in their general conversation, bore 
‘ the highest tcstiiiioiiy to the impartiality, 

‘ unren. itted zeal, promptitude, spirit, ao 
‘ tivity, most gentlcmaiilike and congenial 
‘ deportment, with which you contliicled 
‘ yourself, and thereby gave such cheerful 
' and universal satisfaction. As to myselt 
' who have served upwards of thirty years 

* in the naVy, I can only observe, that I 

‘ think the country highly indebted to 
' lord Mulgrave for his disrernment and 
‘iud’cious selection, in appointing you 
' of the Baltic fleet.^—These let- 

written by officers, who either 
ec.nmandcd line df battle .ships in the ex- 


I read inunewsiiapen^'henoni^ditioii to Copenhagen, or do ci 
some diaipprobation j\henwnow ; many of them I never 


command 

many of them 1 never saw be- 
be|^, pressed by tlie^cytains at j that expedition, and probably it will 
. • , . * , flot to read their wames».as it may 

softie party irri^ion; but that 


but Idtfaffint,that 1 

1 1aM»t heard an expressiAfcj[fii-ectQL,indi. ^er 
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vriU rest with the boiurarable gentlemati. Af my resigning my I 

I tru<3t the hou!>e will excuse me for taking not separate tho itiferenCA li^hwb hiiffhi' 
up Ml much uf itb tinft?, but I must as)c tlie be dca'^n fiom ^e firsit appltoatihb, wmw 
lionoui able gentleman whether, if any pre> was rejecte«l, and in whirb appiici^ion I 
puiices existed to my appointment, any stated 1 had no intention <lf gdmg ^ the 
had mamtested themselves to my conduct Compafty’s settlements with a view of rOr 
111 that appointment? 1 shall feel the maimng theie. I will state the faqt tp 
gio lU st obligation to that honourable gen- the house exactly as it stood. When 1 
tie man if he will pioduee any three oOicers, saihcl from huiopc it was my intention to 
and I svili give him the wide langc of an domicile myself at Seiarapoui. Ido not 
extensive army to go to, who have an) mean bi say I should nut have stopped at 
fault to imd with my eonduct, personal or Calc utla on passing, but my redr 

public, in the difleieiit duties entrusted to dence would eeitamly have been ut the 
my eaie. And I slwll now ask any can- foimei place. In my voyage out, hnw* 
dill mind, vvhethei tiit«iiiig on a dipart- cvei, Un^ahiptsttuck on an unknown rot^ 
uieiit iiiidii the dis id vantages oi peiAnal in the Mo/sainbique channel: 1 was oblige 
prejudice, and letiimg undei the appioba- cd to go to Boinbav, and on myarnVftl 
tion ul his gincial euiiduet, is not moie there 1 found several Faighsii ships ur^br 
nuiituriims tiian cnleiing on a dcpaitment foreign coloiiis, commanded by Engli^« 
vvitlioiil any aeUeise puindiee, and letir- men) and who hail sailed from the port ot 
mg without the least appiobvtion —Itwil^ Osteiid in the seme mannei I bat! dope, 
ill become mu to eiitei upon my immediate 'llie tieatmeiit which tlie&c ships had 
answeis to the diilnent points winch the peiienecdfiomthe goveinmentofJdombay* 
hoii i'e lit lias iiigtd with so miuh inge- ceitaiiily eh mged iiiy view of (he subject J 
nuitv, bcloii 1 ulfet to you, sir, and to this no lestni^ions vveie cniorced on them, no 
house, my most sinceic thank'f lor the pa- law put in force against them, and the po- 
tienee and indulgi nee with which I have lity of encomaging tins tiade.was an ob- 
alie Illy hic u hoiioitted. Ihe house, how- vious ieatuie m the gcneial conduct of the 
evil, will obstive, that the transutions govonmeiit and the scivantsof the cofn- 
now iiiidti iliseiission uiigmatcd twenty pany. I ndc i these ciicuinstances wda it 
yens ago; and as all other efioits have nut, sn, natui d that I should avail myself 
laih d to ahise me m the estimation of my of the same attention, and the sameaaVail> 
couiitiy, these have beenrt sorted to. The tages^whu h weir lield out to others at tb« 
t ipe, Jfuciius Ajies, and Copenhagen, tiiiu'it was supposed they were of&nilfifg 
liivt bcenwuiked tlue<ulbdre, iio more agaiiisia prohibitoiy law of tliccompM^ 
is expected to lesult fiom them, and as Iiom Bombay I went to Madras; npta 
little 1 tiust wiUiesiilt iiom this, fot what- Madras to Calcutta, though not tfi tiiy 
cvei length the examination may go to, it ship ; and on the moment of my arrival 
can never altei the principal feature of the theie, 1 was aplfncd to by the governor*- 
cast, that I picterrecl letive employment geneial.to assist on a parfirular sel*<i*e 
to the dissipation ot eveiy description oidered by the eouit ot diieetors; I, jn 
vvliieb at that time I might have entered ’course acceded to the pioposition; ahd 
into The chaigts which the hoii. gent, having now occasion to state that I was so 
has brought toiwaid, I shall tIasS undei eAiployed by lord Cornwallis, I beg,to 
fuiii heads ; that 1 went to India vvithout disclaim the slightest intention of aspnirrahg 
the* consent ot the Last India Com'pany, thecharcutci ot that illustrious noDlfcfftan 
eontiaiyto then exclusive chartei ; that by any thing 1 couldcvei haves.id 
T had smuggled part of the cargo ot the subject of Ins tonduet towards mb, Afl I 
Ltiuseo into li eland and LugWuid ; that I meanf to state was, that the govetpor-^ 
had absconded Iiom India, and had es- neral know I was a British sulijact,'^^ 
caped fiom the ship in Ostend roads H that I was in the command of a 
I was dis|)osed, sir, to contend thj|| the ship ; and although the hon. genft Iws 
last letter from the admiralty was thAady jrfated that the goveri\pient of indta %ad 
one which was binding on me, f not the powlb«.ot prosecuting the diipi^Yet 

certainly do so, and in that lettei it ha l.V had tlie power ot seizing me, as tto’uk' 
been seen that no leatiiction whatever i^a^^heidual, and sending me under tm 
imposed on me iniegaid to the Company’^ to En|;land; a power, I belie#, edutiijr 
settlements: it gave me unrestneteffloav^ possessed 1^ all the pretidencimi of iwha^ 
to go to India, and to reside two yeali pt but, on the contrary^the gbvejp^m^ 
FredenclRiagor'l on the express cou^iop only^bbtaujed^^m noticing 



whieh I’had bi%n eiiga^d, bat, omcmybg 
litad performet! soma^l^ices to the Com- 
by gratnitoasly applyingitny pro- 
fefisioMaf exertions in vuriouR instances, 
yiTote in the stfongest terms to the court of 
dkectovs % which letter, page Wf I w'ill 
the'liberty .of reading, and by which 
ffcwill.be seen that the court of directors 
iitt$ [jarticularly solicited tf> recomineiid 
ne'to the lords of the admiralty. Extract 
efithe public Jclter from the governor-ge- 
ilerai in council of Bengal, dated Nov. 
Si^th> 1 7d I, t<» the court ol’directors: ' You 
'-'fWII observe, in his letter dated the 8th of 
•^Soptcniber, tbrt Mr. Pofihami a lieu- 
'itenantin his majesty’s navy, lias rendered 
*;a very important service to your scUlc- 
'.ment of the Prince of Wales’s Island, 
*>and to the navigation of that part of India, 

* by eliecting a survey ihc south dhan- 
' nel ; and as«‘ertaining that vesseks of any 
•elepth of water not exceeding twenty- 
*^fowr feet, may now make tlieir jiassage, 

' and thus avoid a great loss of time, to 
'which, previous to the snrvey^tliey w'cro 

* obliged to submit in working out of the 
' harbour ef Pulo Penang to tlie nortli- 

* wani, wlicn bound to the southward. 

' Mr. Popham has been desired to deliver 
•'•tons a chart of his survey upon this oc- 
'casion, and we .shall transmit it to you 
'■when we rcf.<'ive it, reserving a copy to 
' lie kept in this coimtr}'. The pres|;nt in- 
' stance is not the first, of a liberal exertion 
''rluade by Mr. Popham in the line of his 
'?profes.sion for the s(t\ ice of the (.'onipany 
'.m iudia. At the vctjucst of government 
'bl! assisted in the year 1788 in the survey 
' af New Ha^jjour and fiie ailjacent cliaii- 
f fteL; and to the merit thus acqvired, he 

* has nt^ added that arisin.g I'roin the per-J 

* fefaiaiice of a service likely to prove 

* .highly advantageous to your commercial 
'interests. Unemployed as Mr. Popham 

* is under the Company, his /.cal, and gra- 
' taiU)U.s direction of his prufe.ssional talents 
« lo the advancement of the public good, 

' on the two occasion.^ wc have mentioned, 
'■and especially the last, claimetf' more 
' Jhan common notice, and we have ac- 
,'oordtngly expressed to. him our sense of 
■ U»e readiness he lias manifested to pro- 


* formed by^Mii.iPopblwn> may be repre- 
'sented in the terras ■ they merit by your 

* honourable court to the lords coinmis- 
‘ sioners of the admiralty in England.' ..In 
consequence of this recommendation d 
was reinstated in his majesty’s service, 
which, but for the war of 17P.8,1 never 
should have had the honour of being. In 
this transaction, sir, I mast therefore be 
considered as a private individual, and 
could not, in the words of the honourable 
gentleman’s resolution, have “ disgraced 
the character of a Bnti.sh oificcr.” Ihc 
papers on your tab'e prove that I was 
strnck oil" the list of lieutenants in April 
1 7\f\, I heard of it in October; and believe 
the Etrus/M!, whicli was taken by admiral 
iloliiiison in Osiei’d road, was purchased 
bv me in December -'f the same year; 
and however I might have erred as a licu- 
'tenant by going to India on a mercaniilc 
‘spe.colation, I certainly liad«a right, when 
I was no longer m the service, to pursue 
that speculation, with rvery exertion I 
po«ie.sscd, for tin- sake of my i'amily. And 
here, sir, 1 camiot iielp asking, against 
whom w.is I oUending.^ W.as 1 olleiiding 
against any general law ol the country? 
No, hut against, the protect iiig law of the 
monopoly of the East India (’ompany. 
Did the Company piosecute me? No; 
blit they rowarderl me hy recommending 
me, after my sins, to the notice ot his ma¬ 
jesty’s govornmont. In short, sir, it was^ 
the policy of the Company at that time, it 
not to cncoura.ge, certainly to counten¬ 
ance, the trade of Eiigli.sh capitals under 
foreign flags; and every body considered 
the relaxation of the governments in India, 
ill enforcing their protecting law' ag.iinst 
the foreign trade, as amounting almost to 
ail abrogation of it. With respect, sir, to 
the expellees of captain Robinson, it w'as 
not ownig to any fault of mine, or any 
neglect on my part, that they have not 
been paid long jigo. On my return from 
the Cape, of (food Hope my proctor pre- 
.sented me with the accounts ; and seeing 
upwards of f)OOf. for travelling and in¬ 
cidental charges from 17!>3, when the ship 
W'as taken, till 1803, when the captor had 
no oil..'asioii to travel any more, and an 


mofce'the iiltip^sb' of your service. Ws lAtgfest on that surh of near 300/. uiuking 
* have also directoil that aapfece of pla^ l&^ll^200/., 1 do confess 1 he.sitated to 
'may be prepared, bearing an inscriptijCn ^ay it; and am certain every person will 
''hjtpteasivc of the occasion upon whicK i<f* fqpl that the charge is a little extraoidinary 

',i*t'|'iven; 'and we have instruclfed our Nfor travelling to Deptford, where the ship 

^'lOoretaiy to present it to hiniVn the name 
' il-illlj^aiitemor-geiicral in council. Per- 
to.nquest tbaM^ i^rviee^ per- 


fir to London, for a few opinions on 
1 ‘mode of prosecuting her and was it 
la little extraordinar^durifcg the Hast • 




tioifej<th«iefore oti- tikis feint "I 
110 ' ftirtfeer commeaW; < ..Tiia'';b4»nMFei]d4 ■ 


five years, not»strpke.ofilati^ivRBs struck,.? 

These accounts arc now before ths regis* 
ter of the court of, Admiralty, and mer¬ 
chants of the city of Loudon, duly ap¬ 
pointed; and I am happy to say, as a 
proof of the propriety of my objection, 
that they struck oil the interest the moment 
they saw it. The agent of admiral Ro¬ 
binson refu.scd the arbitration of gentle¬ 
men whom i proposed, as 1 consider it on 
all occasions the best reference foj- points 
in dispute; and which, asl before had the 
honour of mentioning in this house, was 
tlie course 1 pursuetl towards Messrs. Pax¬ 
ton, antecedent to this case being tried ; 
and wliicli I have again done by my soli¬ 
citor, althougli the issue ol' that trial vas 
against them.—Now, as to the honourable, 
gentleman’s < hargc of absconding from 
justice, how docs that staiiil ? A coarser 
observation was never applied to any jn- 
tlividual; in the same way 1 felt many of 
tile honourable gentleman’s observations; 
hut as ho has not been called to order by 
the houM.', 1 must re.st satisfied the language 
lie used was completely wilhiif its rules. 

In one month after the capture of the 
i'itnisco, I was reinstated on tlie list of 
lieutenants, and appointed to act with the 
army in Holland, and I do not believe any 
oiric»'r in that nimy w'ill accuse me ol’ ah- 
scondiiig I'rom the various and fatiguing 
duties which my situation in it imposed 
upon me ; 1 did not return to England till 
I7!)u, nor did 1 even hear of the compul¬ 
sory process till it was mentioned in this 
house by the honourable genlleinan. The 
honourable member has stated too, that 
just hefore the Eirusco was seized, a person 
luid escaped from her w ilh a boat-load of 
goods; tnat pcwsoii, sir, was my seif; I 
had an undoubted right to act as 1 plen.scd ; 
to hoi'.t iny boats nut when I please^l, and 
to go, where it was very naiural I should 
go, to see nij' family, alter an alisence of 
twenty months, 'lhat 1 did lake such 
articles us I thought would bu acceptable 
]>resents to my family, is most true; i 
wish i had taken twenty bout-lsads; and 
if 1 could have taken the ship into Ostend 
liaKbour, then, I ap^irebend, the honour¬ 
able'and learned gentleman would^iot 

have had this opportunity of maliing\^<f . 

liberal.practise on iny character, illit any artief^ even of their private pM?> 

tltere -was any impropriety in my goin“ 
on shore, why did not the gallant offn etj 


commeaW; 
genllem^u-has asserted, that ft brtberhatl 
beeauifored to admiral Robinsortrttk'tti'J 
bnquish the capture; 1 c#n oiily »y/f 
never beard of tins extraordinary'circtuai^ 
stance till this night; nor can l*imA|ii}4 
that any person was so much interestdd in 
tlie ship and cargo as myself, or ^oulii' 
possibly iiave been justiiieii in adstanciii'g' 
so extravagant a proposition; and> this 
was iny reason for not denying it,-*-!' 
now, sir, come to the charge of smtlg*' 
gling, so unwarrantably asserted, byi the 
lion. gciiW : ai»rl 1 must deny, in 
unqualified manner, that tlie leastiaiticle 
of the cargo was lantled’ in .IreiiaiKi,' cl 
trust the house will allow me to reaik.a 
letter from the reverend Mr. Tisdale, <ttte 
magiStiate of Cryokhaven, who has gied' 
written in similar terms to the lion, meia- 
ber for t.'ork. 1 referred to Mr. 'I'isdide 
for all the informniioii he could pToetife' 
on the subject of the charge of smngglittg^ 
in Ircla!id.»and this was his reply ;—• My 
‘dear .Mr; iny being absent from home 
‘ llicsc live weeks past prevented me from 
‘ receiving your favour of the ISth alt'tmo 

* till thi.s morning, and I lose not one mo-. 
‘ nient in answoring«it, as well to comply 
‘ with your request, as to gratify my own 
‘ feelings in rendering you every service 

* (il' itj.s any) in my jiower. The chargie' 
‘ brought against you as far a.s relates <4^ 
‘ Ireland has .surprised me very much. 'If 
‘ any thing of the kind had occurred,!' 
‘ must, most assuredly* have known it, from 

‘ the close intimacy that subsisted at the 
‘ time between us', but so ijjr from yomi: 

‘ having f)ispo,scd of any iWing in Irelomd, 

‘ I iiave known you to reject several citnsi- 
^ cicrable oilers made to you by diftereirt 
‘ persons to induce you to dispose of teas, 

* of any other article yon might have had 
‘ on board; nay so very cautious were 
' you, that I confess I found myself disap~, 
‘ pointed in being refused by you as nsoch' 

' as one or two boxes of tea for Mrs. 

' Tisdale. I was piesent when, imnthdi- 
‘ ately on your arrival here, you issued 

‘ the most positiwa orders both to the' 

‘ olficcrs and crew of the L’Etrusco, on 
Recount whatever to a^empt to 


whose conduct has been so liighly extolled 
by the honourable gentleman, prevent fou? 
'fhe reason, I conclude, may be easily iJ-j 
i'erred by l1huiiaa|idniiral Wole’s dep^- 


p trty ; winch oijler was, 1 believe, inolit 
'V.fliigid'ly observed. 1 went round^to Gjork 
' wnh y?)u in the ship, and staid with yCtu 
< until the vetsci had cleared that harbour $ 
'during the whole of wlikb tivi.^J|,^aa 
' safoly and conscjytHiously, I t^ink, asscilkf 
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* ibs^ not one pounfl of tea 'Or any o^r ings ptk)tK.and'Wl)eutbe'abip. was beyond 

* article was tsdien out of bor.. Your inno>- the limits of the hovering, act, and conse* 
** cence of the charge brought a^insl you quently there was’up law to prevent my 
'.here, appears so .clear to me, that I should having unloaded the whole ship. It might 

* feel great sadnfactiou, as far in me lies, as well be saiil, that if 1 was accessary to 

* in aajjf act of mine tliat would tend to the .smuggling, I might have been eqwtlly 

* your jiihtificatiun in the opinion ol the .so in selling the whole of the cargo at 
'.public, as well as that of your friends; Ostciid, But, sir, to strip this lraii.sactioii 

* and should you think that any other of all the elegant and ingenious decorutioii 

* light can be thrown on the business by in which the hon. gent, has involved it, 
' mo, 1 have to reijuest you may cuininand the naked fact is, that a pilot, about to 
*my services. 1 am, dear sir, with great take charge of a very valuable ship over 

* regard, very truly yours, Fitzgerald Tis- shoals which would shake the strongest 

* dme. Crookhaven, March 8th, 1808. I nerves, had importuned, as was the custom 
‘ write by this post to inj^lrienrl, colonel with every ship passing up the Chaimcl, 
*Longfield, one of the representatives for foP a few boxes of teas; and when the 
' the city of Cork, on this subject.^ Now, Ktrusco had near four thousand chests on 
sir, if there was any thing in the character board, could the granting this, in the 
of the voyage which led to a suspicion mind of any just or liberal man, be called 
that smuggling was its pbject, 1 do shbmit smu,gglmg? That this was the extent of 
to the house, whether Crookhaven, where' the, teas which went out of the ship, al- 
thcre was no custotn*hoiir.e officer for a though there were boats enough to have 
considerable time, and where such offers laden the whole cargo, must be seen by 
were made as would tempt any man to tlie following letter from the nia.ster of a 
sin, was not tlie plare to have ejected this revenue cutter; ‘ Tygcr, revenue cutter, 
purpose? Besides, 1 remained long enough 'Guernsey, 24tli February, 1808. .Sir, 
ID Ireland'to have entered into a systematic ‘ seeing by the papers, one of the ineni- 
arrangement with my correspondents in ' bers wishes to prove, that you run your 
England for vessels to meet me olf Scilly, ' cargo off’Dungeness, I beg you wilf re- 
which was the positien wlierc the English ‘ member, that I boarded your sliip to tin* 
Indiamcn discharged their teas when that 'wc.siwaid of the Ness, supposing her to 
was a itsage which generally obtained in ' be one of his majesty’s ships bound up 
the 4tervicc. On the contraiy, jvhen I ‘the river, and might want a pilot, at 
sailed from Ireland, 1 sailed under the con- ‘which time I was one; at same time, 
voy of the Diadem ; and as captain ‘ you must recnlle«;t we, towed alongside 
Suitlicrland wished to be ready to chase nil 'your .ship, nearly up to Dover, where 
ail occasions, he directed me to wear a I ‘ we left you proceeding for Osteml. 
pendant and lead the convoy. I'lic in- ‘ likewise leg to inform you what passed 
Btructions I ^issued are’"in [laper.s on your ‘ in the boat after we left the ship, between 
table; and ife will be there />efn, that ‘the boat’s crew and myself. 1 a.^ked 
hoisting a Tuscan jack at the iiiizeii top^- ‘ them whether there was any thing to dis¬ 
mast head was the signal for the convoy * pose of on board the ship; they answered 
to proceed to the Downs, while tiie ‘ me po, they might as well go on board 
Etrusco prosecuted her voyage to ilsleiid. ‘ a light coilier ; that captain Ponluim 
The contradictory depositions in the print- ‘ would not suff’or such a thing to be done; 

^ed exhibits of men of all nations, and ‘ at the same lime they informed me they 
which were taken by captain Robinson’s ‘ had heard on board the ship that you 
proctor, do certainly assert, that from two { ‘ allowed your officers to let the Hastings 
to . fire boxes of tea were delivered from ' pilot hare three or four boxes of tea. I 
ibe ship between Hastings and Dungeness. ‘ perfectly remember uty boat’s crew 
'Ey reference, however, to the marshal’s ‘ being very angry at being on board a 
Mies, and the schedule of the teas which ' stfjp from India, and coulanot purchase 
1 claimed, it wilirbe seen, that all the t^s “jftiy thing. I am, sir. your most obedient 
bjid^nging to me were s&hl in LonrLohMy^htfflible servant, William Blake.” In 
one box, and js it not natiiral most situations, men’s actions are guided 
rappos^that the one box w'as used i< llfG Joy some motive ; in n mercantile transac- 
voyagehome? 1 have taken muth pains tion, profit would be the leading feature, 
to ascertain to whom these tdas belonged; NoW, I have endeavoured to trace who had 
ihggg^t succeeded ; but it is universally imceived the moimy for these teas ; the 
th^t they wese^yen to the Hast- ^el^ccutors of Mr. Gb^ nockt’an find no 
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entry in this book/ from which I am in¬ 
duced to think it was^ considered for the 
pilotage. But what was the value of these 
four boxes; 91. a box ; and the duty, as 
it M'as then rated, would not exceed 291. 
nn the whole : consequently, the loss to 
the revenue, if ,the teas were ever landed, 
of which there is no proof wliatcver, could 
only be the doty, which must have been 
gained by the person who received the 
leas. Having stated fairly ail I knew of 
this transaction, which had taken place 
so many years ago, was it, 1 ask, such 
as to merit the harsh expressions which 
have been applied to it ? If the honour¬ 
able gentleman had used half the exdi*- 
tiou to prove the direct acts of smuggling 
while the ship was in possession of the 
captors, as he has to prove my being dis¬ 
interestedly accessary' to four boxes going 
out of the ship, he might have more de¬ 
cided ly succeeded ; to what extent it was 
then going on, nobody can calculate; but 
the rcfiinis from the custom-house can 
prove, that goo<ls were seized alongside 
her in the attempt to land, and the boats 
eoncleumcd; this preventeil the accoiuil 
of the cargo ever* being regularly ba¬ 
lanced. I cannot, sir, bill be t'onvinced, 
and 1 am sure the same feeling must per¬ 
vade this hou.se and the country, that it 
i.s impossil)le to find any person who was 
more particularly filteil for this investi¬ 
gation than the lioit. gentlenimi. It must 
be well known that one of his hon. relations 
has had a long ami intimate coinicctioii 
with his majesty's proctor in Doctors' 
Commons ; so extensive indeed, and so 
various, was the practice of that oHicc, 
that it became a subject of discussion in 
this house ; anri us a branch of the same 
connection still remains, where could he 
better apply for the course of juiiiciai 
proceeding against the Ktrusco, or against 
any ship, or for any ship ? Nor could he 
have a more ample* source of information 
of the commercial intercourse between 
this country and Ostend, than by applying 
to another branch of his family, whose 
partner has been known (if I am not de¬ 
ceived by my information) to have re- , 
maiiied for weeks together at Ost«Vd,J 
sorting hi.s goods from India, and selecting** 


tnlated the joittt eonce^ of'Cqaataiit,", ’ 
I^ron, and myself j it really only dfcinieA', 
one-third^ bt that joint concern j littil it*' 
asserted that no Frenchman had^n inteiw 
est in that one-third, or in ffty part of the 
ship, or'the rest of the cargo. But ho 
might have gone further; for Piron ijevOr 
paid a shilling ; and was only introduced 
by Constant to have an eventual profit, or 
to bear a similar loss ; and it was in the' 
time of perfect peace when this adventbio 
commenced In China.—Now, as to the 
memorial, which only asserted that I un¬ 
advisedly entered upon these voyages 
India, ambtbat f did not know 1 wti 
fracting any general law of the connfly/ 
but a law partially protecting the Iniha' 
company, who had countenanced and 
protected me in the very ultimatum of 
these ipc< ulations., I never went clkndoli* 
l^inely to India ; I kept no part of m¥ 
transactions there a secret at home; aU 
the papers which are upon your table' 
were printfKl fourteen years ago, and tVertf 
be(bn> tlie * ourt of appeals, where some 
of the highest charactei-s then in England 
sat, and were couvened several'times ott 
this subject. They saw all the depo.sition.s, 
and must have been sati.sficd that no idtia 
of smuggling, in the tAm acceptance of tlie 
word, could have existed. When the ihe-^ 
morial was presented by me to the lords of 
the treasury', it was accompanied by att 
the documents wliicli are before the boaMt> 
and all that had been admitted at Doctor^S 
Commons j it was presented in the admi¬ 
nistration preceding Rlr. Pitt’s last adniis 
nistration; and ctTtaiiily under the modi 
inauspicious circuinsianccs, for I was' ^ 
that mumoiit acting in 0])posiAiou. 
jVjpers were rcKirred by Mr. b'erjeant, on# 
of the secretaries of the treasury, to the 
king’s proctor, and hi.s report was made 
before the close of that administration ; 
the king’s proctor had been the pnretor of 
captain llobiiison during the whole of hia« 
controversy; he. had been his legal •ad'* 
viser freyn'the moment he first seized tbet 
Edusco till the suit w'as concluded ; and, 
therefore, I contend, that as an honest madj* 
reporting in his ofii£ial situation, as proctor 
to his majesty, he should have reportoit' 
h4eh appeared 


^ ^ every circum|tanee whVh appeared td 
those best calculated for an active'impor-wnu dcrogator?'or flagitious in my 

^ • . f * . 'j L •. _ ^ ^ sar.. T * •_ . I 4 - • h • . - . 1* _ . _ f. . . 


tation into'this country. (Mr. Lushingtoqa 
called out, ‘ Name, name.’) Mr. Maver,* 
sir, your uncle’s partner. The hon. gen¬ 
tleman has commented much upon tlte 
affidavit, a^j^ the i^morials presented br 
metb’tha treasoit|L' The affidavit reca|p- 


J,uct; and in pointmf gratitude tO Oapfoin 
Ri^tiisoi^ as his proctor, he shonlilj ks^to- 
as he conscicgtiously could, have'reported 
in such a way as to hjsive obtain^' th<^ 
greatest remuneration for him tiiiMltd 
least for me ; ^ hoi faaving' done'sOi 
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ifvben tny political coii(l»ict rhiist ha^e 
bpen so obnoxious to the* then i-xlstin? ad- 
.iiiifiistration, is^ I submit, a conclusive 
wgument that niy claim uas just. As to 
Mr. ConstantjTie had received in the year 
17 <J 8 , 10,000/. and in 1800, 2197*/. wjiicli 
sums, with the legal interest to which, in 
• the hands ot’a merchant, it nas ju.stly en¬ 
titled, would, before I received one i'arth- 
i(ig, have amounted to 1(),000/. and yet J 
never asked him for a halfpenny, nor did 
it strike him that it was right to otl'er me 
one, during the five years it was doubted 
whether i sliould receive a iartiiing. His 
plea that I did not pay *thirtj» thousand 
dollars into the treasury is ridiculous ; be¬ 
cause we had more money offered than we 
could dispose of, as our remittance was so 
very superior to tile public remittance a 
Canton. Grant all which Mr. Constan ^ 
claimed, 52,000 dollars, in which is in-' 
eluded Piron’s bond, he had but an inter¬ 
est originally, even allowing the highc.st 
exchange on his dollars, of about 1.5,00()/.; 
and yet he received 10,000/. dieforc 1 re¬ 
ceived one farthing. My loss is the .ship, 
which by the papers befon; the hou'^e, is 
valued at 20,(X)0/. the freight 27,otK)/. the 
19,000 dollars, which i.s between and 
0,000/. and my individual property, sche¬ 
dule B, 10,000/. making in all ti.‘J.OOO/. 
and what I have received, with what I am 
to receive, will amount to about 19,000/.; 

. and as Mr. Charnock was the greatest suf¬ 
ferer by his respondent bonds, I went in 
1794 to his executor, and wrote a letter to 
him, and my own solicitor, as trustees ; 
(igreeing, after all the e^vpericcs I had l)cen 
at in Engknd, in pursuing this cause, 
were paid ouf of the grant, twdivide the 
I ^remainder, upon the principle of a general 
average; by which means I shall probably 
lipt retain more than two or three thoii- 
swd pounds exclusive of the demands I 
have cancelled on thi.s property. It has 
■ ■ been erroneously stated that captain Ku- 
, binlon got no remuneration from the 
x«rown ; that fact 1 deny ; he recyived all 
4iis cxpences, which he stated at <>,000/. 
„*Now if the treasury, instead of granting 
me a warrant for 25,CKtO/. with a lien upon 


to me part of the remains of my wrecked 
fortune, all earned^ by my own exertion, 
^lul not taken from the fund or exertion of 
any individual whatever. To you, sir, 
and to the house, I return my most sincere 
thanks for tlie patient indulgence 1 have 
experienced ; and I tru.st that, in retiring 
from this house, whicii I believe to be the 
invariable practice for members in my 
situation, the hon. gent, will not again 
accuse me of absconding from justice. 

I'lie Chancellor of the asked the 

hon. mover, v\hethei- he meant to bring a 
charge against sir Home I’opliam or the 
government 

*rhe Speaker put it to the house, whether 
there could be a doulit that llic motion, i.s 
it was worded, ronveved a personal charge 
against sir Home Popn.'m.—Sir Home hav¬ 
ing retired, 

Mr. Lowg complained nfiho manner in 
wliieh the hon. gent, liad Ifrought forward 
this charge against the tre asury. If the 
hon. gent, would prefer a distinct charge 
against liiniself, he should always be ready 
to meet it; if against his late right hon. 
friend (Mr. Pitt), there wore otlwrs in llie 
house much better qualifii-d to delend that 
illustrious and laiiierited charaeter ihnri 
himself. Of many of the clrenmslanoes 
mentioned by the hon. gent, he w as pi 
fcctly ignorant until the agitation of this 
subject. He was ignorant lli.il anv charge 
of .smuggling had been imputed to tho 
hon. captain, for no such charge had been 
made in captain Kohinson’s memorial; he 
w'as ignorant that tho lion, captain liad 
fileaded in bar to an action, the illegally 
of the transaction in which he had been 
concerned. The hon. gent, deidaieil that 
this was a misapplication of tho public 
money, and that his princi|)jl ohjeet was 
to prevent a recurrence of that misappli¬ 
cation ill future. He then proceeded to 
state, that the hon. captain had deceived 
the treasury, artid had acted under that de¬ 
lusion. This he jjositively denied. The 
treasury had not been deceived. lie was 
willing td take the w'hole responsibility of 
the affair on himself; for on the closest 
re-examination which he had been able to 
m|Ke of the subject, he was satisfied that 


^ it qf captwn Robinson’s cxpences, had, 

' independlaint of tlic one thi^d share of tljeiVic^reasury had acted on the soundest 
Mint cortcern'which was*con:leniiie<l t<Mr pfi'iciples; that they'must have done what 
Mni, granted him a warrant for fe.OOO/f j^Ihoy did, even to an indifferent person; 
oiitof tfce sura which W’as forfeited fSTe .Aiow much more to a man so well knnwn 
..crown, then not one word copld have been i by ,the services ho had rendered to the 


,ittjd upon the subject. From 
the disposition 
Mary w ill be coAMdefed^gst 


in this .state- ; {lili 
of the tiva- ; }fiti 
; it restored j 


ildic ! What was the case ? After a liti- 
ition of ten years', a pnrt of property 
restored to the neumi'proprieturt;' a 



part was allotted to the captors; apart would ta!se the earHjpst .opportunity ' 
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was forfeited to the crown by the laws 
accuriog the monopoly of the East India 
Company having been violated. But who 
were the siitlerers by this violation? the 
East India Company. Did they appear to 


complying with his request,’at^^UtOt'jfs 
.should tycl tlic greatest salisfactwn'in pj^'.',^ 
moting an oflieer who had descryed 8o"#ls1l' ■ 
of iiis country, 'fho presont was a 


serious*accusation against tlic treasd^ 
feel much ii^ury ? ^'o. Did tiicy institute board ; against that great man (Mr Pity,' 
any prosecution ill consequence? No. Did 
they present any memorial on the subject ? 

No. Did they interfere in any way wliat- 
cver respecting it ? No. Was it not evi¬ 
dent, then, tliat they were willing to allow 
a relaxation of the Iuw!> in which they 
alone were, interested? Nor was this sur- 
pri.mg: these laws were made at a time 
when .1 company was formed in the v>iis- 
trian Netherlands, which the I''ast India 
Company feared as a rival. This was at 
the conmiencement of the last century. 

In 17 Jo, however, that company was sus 


whp.se [lurity of character neither the ybtgs 
ot party nor the breath of calumny its^iif 
had ever attempted to sully. It was hiti 
|)ride and sitisfaclion to reflect that" He 
had been jmbliely eoiinectcd in llie same 
administration, and that he had been hd- 
iniiired by the private,intimacy of tllHt' 
illustrious chui'acler, who in the wHofe 
cour-'f of his splendid career had ISefew 
distinguished by the most inflexible in¬ 
tegrity, by the highest sense of hojiom, 
and by llie most perfect devotion to the 
cans? of bis country. If the hon. ^en4^» 
jH’iided, and in 1731 totally' .iholisliod.* men on the other side thought crimihafioii 
.Since tlnit |)cviod, it was notorious that* and rcerimination the best way ofi inpfoy- 

ing tile time of the Iionse, he could have 


Brilish subjccis had lieen engaged in trade 
in t iC I'.a't Indies. W hat, in i.iiine.ss, was 
to he inl'eried from the reconimend ition 
of tin* lion captain, by the gmVrninent of 
India, to the court ol directors ? J'jilier 
that the government of India thought tli.nl 
they sustained no injury hy the inn action 
of the law ; or, if .any injury had lieen 
sustained, that it vva, c'oiml<‘rbalanced hv 
the services rendered to the Conipany by 
tlic lion, captain. 'I'he only' case at all 
analogous to that of the I'hru.sro, wai that 
of the Walsingluun packet, and of the 
Prince of Walc.s. In the farme.-, hall' was 
given to the captors, and Irdf to the ori¬ 
ginal proprietors; in the latter, a thiid 
was given to the captors, and the le- 
jtiainder to the ori.giiial pro}irictor.s. If 
the treasury had acted otherwise than they 
had done to the hon. cajitain, they would 
Imve made his case an c.xception. , Wlmt 
he had received was not a rew.nril for a 
violation of the law ; it was a restitution 
of a small part of his depreciated pro¬ 
perty-—Adverting to the continuance of 
the non. captain on the continent after the 
seizure of the litrusco, of wiiich circum¬ 
stance such an unfair advantage had been 

taken by the hon. gent., he read the letter . ---^ 

from the duke of York to lord Spivcer, the fleet under admiral Gambicr nai 
then at the head of the Adm'ralty;,.hi created the utmost dis^st tliroughnot thK^- 
which bis royal highness deseribdtl ti^% ‘mivy. lie iKd not stale so w ithout (td^- • 
extraordinary exertions of Mr. Poph;.|p) meiifts on which,to ground his as.serrffm j.' 
when with the British army in IIoHuiIilI, 'jsidJjtfhought he could not do better 
and recommended- him most strongly to lead^ctter which he^ held in^is IraM, 
be promoted to the rank of post-c^taiu. addressed fti admiral Gambler 6u this'|d- 
He also reed the.an8wer of lord Spenjer, casion. The hon. geiitleiiian^lih, 
who informed bii royal highness, thai he ceodeil to read, « rentpnsirancp 

vot. XI. 7 ” 3 c * * 


no objcelioii to it. If not, he could ntJl » 
sec the oljject of the present motion. If 
they thought to gain a triumph over a 
former government, now that, the right 
lion. gent, who had been at the head of it 
was no more, be might regret tliat their 
defence hud fallen kiio such weak hands 
as his, liut he must at the same time say, 
that the triumph was not fnimded in jus¬ 
tice. ,lle could declare with truth, that 
the right hon. gentleman alluded (o coUld 
never have lui-n induced to accede losufch 
a ni- asine friun un.|ust inoLivcs. He aUo 
should not do jeUice to the gallant oflStfcr 
i." he did not declare, that he had seen htm 
niiif'ii'inlv e.ct.ualM by a strict sense of hi- 
tegrity, tju: liighest honouB, and the, utni6st 
,devotion to the service ot his coilritry. 

Mr. ('ukT({fl declared that he should 
never be deterred by the dread of reefi- 
m*n.iliuii from subinittiiig what he esteemed 
it to be Ills duty to ofler to the hou.se. ‘ He 
was sorry the gallant ollicer could not be 
present; but as what he luwl to say 'youff 
depend on tlie documents alone, lie 
casily*inforiij himself on the subject. He . 
had stated on-a former night, that the •> 
pointmeut of that officer to be capfmh'ol 





7551 PAiiL. mM'm. Si. 

(Rambler, fioni adnurals Hood, Keatcs, 
Stopford, on ihe subject of that ap- 
ppiutim nt, and contended that tht-> dotu- 
lully justified the e\piv.>!!>ion.'s he had 
t)aed on the forioel or» asiii.i, 'llie hon. 
gent, was proe»;ednii* to .some ob.seivaljons 
rcspectin;.; tin; i;ueslu>ii relative to the 
I^clifort sijuadi'oii, when he was culled to 
oirder by 

. Mr. H’eilcuhy Polf, who confoiided th.it 
tiiiirc was no. coniii’xioii belwccn tiu; oh- 
s&i'v;U.inns of the !ioii. i;('Utleinaii and tlie 
({uc.stion bclo.i'i* the hoe.M’ ; at tlie same 
time de.clai iiii;-, ih.it lie was i^eriei-tly ready 
to turn the h.m. gent, uj.on the* topic to 
which he had rererriid, whenever it .slioiild 
be brought refjnhuly bi'i'ore the lioiise. 

liie !ipe;ik.-r observcal, that as the ex- 
pre.ssioii,s usv:d by tlie bon. i^entli'inan on 
a former oeeasion bad bi-eii adverted to, 
he was jrerreclly in order in c\|il,iiiiinj^ 
these exjjre -sioii.s, and the i^roun.is upon 
Whjcli he had used them. It would lie for 
the hon. tjent. however, to decide how far 
bis statement ouj>lit to be c.nribd for the 


. hi ir r ■ ,; i 
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object of accusation in that house, bat it 
was jrarlieularly uitfortunate for him to be 
incide'iitally or collaterally the subject of 
charge, when the merits of a charge again-st 
governtnonl wi'i'e made to depend upon his 
merits or demerits. U'his was more parti- 
eularly the < ase when the accusation wits 
I'ounded, in part, upon lettets which had 
been that night fust read to the house. It 
w:i.s not strictly eorreet to call the grant 
in this case a misapplication of, public 
money; it was the king’s mono}'; though 
he would not say tlmt the house might not 
iiiquire into any iniprovideiU a|>pro|)riation 
of gut'll a fund. The grant was not a do¬ 
nation nr a reward, but a remis^iioii of a 
forfeiture, ami tl'.' it* hail been many eases 
in vvliich that iiou.s.- complained of the 
rigid enforcement of forreilures. The ex¬ 
ercise of justice with mercy, the iircroga- 
tive of pardon, or reniissiuu of forfeiture, 
wa.s one of the lirighte.st jevveis in the 
power of the crown, and whii h that liou&c 
would he least disposed to inteifere with, 
—Such was the cliariicter of the act: next 


purpo.se oKsiieii i'x|)l.uiation. was to bo cousidereil llie char.'ictcr of the 

Mr. t«A.;v//i! wa.s iioi disposed topro( red forfeiture. The Ktiusco, on her return 
ionher on tlie siitijeet. as his object had from Canton, had been detained and ad- 
only been to shew (|iat the ease ho hail judged forfeit to the crown in the prize 
urged was supported by undoubted aiitlio- com t, for a violation of tlie luonoiiolv of 


fity. lie slioiibl coiieiiulo by decl.iriiig llic I'kist India company. Thi.s had been 
> that, as the case ol Ids Imn. Iriend seemed the fust ease of the kind which had occur- 
to, him to he fully made out, he ’should red' for, ai’cording to tlie laws respecting 
yot^e in support ofliis rc.soUit ions. the JKast India company, the forfeitures 

, 6V«m//(.-.ir .lolm Nieholl.s) are to that company and not the crown, 

.would not diM barge Ids duty to the house. And if ever there had been a case in 
por to the niemory ol that illu.strions iiidi- vvliieh liberality .slioiild have lieen e;;cr- 

tnnately no more cised with respect to the lorfeiturc, it was 
[Ml. Pitt), iPhe did not state to die liou.se this. As judges, the liou.'.e ought to take 
' i. *** up<m*w'liieh lie into its coiisider.iLion what bad been, at ibc 

ri’coiiiineii.led the grant. liver sined* time of this transaction, tlie state of the 
I subject had been fust*mentioned, he Ea.st India conijiany. From the increase 
bad teit personally embarrassed with 're- of thdir territory, they invited foreigners 
Spect to the iiuilter. It had beiai said, to engage in their trade, and even cou- 
. that the grant h.id been made upon a re- nived at Hritish subjects embarking in it. 
V^etant report tioiii the king’s advocate; The hon. officer who was the sul)j.ect of 
,^t so far li'oin that having been the case, this charge had been engaged in the trade. 
•the report concluded wilhmit e.v|frc.ssing iii coirnupn with other British subjects 
opinion, wiiicli, on so iiQvel a case, the and olticer.s, and recognised as a British 
olueer.s who signe^l the report were officer by the company’s government 
competent to give. On so grave a in i idia, in the recommendation tp the 
:.^uestiou as the exercise of the inquisito- . » oi/rt of directors to apulv for promotipn 


;.^uestiou as the exercise of the inquisito. 


-. j-- ---- . I ... directors to apply for promotjpn 

.rial pawer of that "muse resi> »cting the ex^^or btin to the admiralty, in consequence 
^nditiire of the public money, it W'as itn- Tof his services. As to the charge smug- 


li^pro^ent grant of money, in order to 
a similar ac^ in future. It was 
uafo'tiunato for any indlHdual to be the 


rill; the former.had too much ta^tc,.^nd 

tlv;^ latter was too mucl pf 

toVSply such a disgusti![§ term to the cir- 
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cumstance of four oi five out of 3900 ches.tb the fir'it \ ehi mg to »ir IIoiiu Popliam, tfwt 
of tea being dell vt I id out of tht, ship at second to thi tiexsmy; casting bhtilli 
Dungcatss, whilst the captain hid gone upon Kth, ht did ant sio ho\rthese two 
oiishcac lie i oak mil d that by the loss puiats tLould b< sipmtid, ht could not 
It 30 000/ sir ilomi Ponlnia liad suflti sie liow the )i him i mild measure the ap¬ 
ed suDu ic at piinishnic at toi the lllcg^lIt^ phciti^n of I'u mom \ without at thn 


of the tiansution Iliswhoh piopcitvm 
llic vt scl aifionnti 1 toOi.Oi'O/ the 
Minnu at would guc liiin bu k but J'i 0 )()/ 
and fiid n stoii 1 to liini but H oi 1 ), 000 /, 
so tint 111 w IS 1 lisii to lh< ami mil 
of t, OOO/ 1* Sides, It ou,^ht to bi ron 
sidnid hoiv lu ht hid i xjink 1, h^ 
siibst (jm at s iMcis, tins oil act llir 
liidi t coiii[Ma\, lasciisibli ol my m)ui\ 
li id not piosKiikd hull, iml tiioii^|j*tLi( 
puliiu mi_,hl ho inkrtslid iii this ijm stu n 
It ipjii iiiil l)\ tht pijiPis ill It lu hul, on 
the iiliil ol 'loiiiiny ml (ihiiit loiitii 
biiUil to sue niiiih |juhl i jiopiily, is 
also kificilititc till ntiiitol tin iiiiiy* 
Ll l riiisi (|U( ilCii ot ill St SilMll ht hid 

1)1(11 u i oinint II It d hy tht tommimlti iii 
tint! loi pi >pio))on to loid 'sptmn, who 
hulixpiisstd Ills sitslutitn it pioii ot 
in,, m olh < I ill It li id } 111 iiilt. ' sii h s< i 
\iti to this niiifii 1 11)1 mg to sm |i 
(ivi IS ill w Is lilt till 11 u i won'1 mu 
t Milk ol til \(\ t I ) lilt } 1 st Imlii , 

mil tliiM it It Ik li 111 III it li n to sn 

thil till I lilt W IS 111 ( 11 I I til ( oil til 

})iil ol h s III ijt 1 I lit ( li (1 I Ol II I I 

tl) it I W is ill K I ( i I ), I < I t ) ( L|lt lio 
1)111 ( I ill It (I llOWlMI ‘li li id 

ti t ( m iii\ s I 1 1 ( I till I It I ( i\ (Oil 
di nitit I to tilt t i| k I hut ( o il I li) 111 ) 

ii_lirwlnli\ I to ll It put it It wlitji 
fioi 1 I oii,,m,, to a I’nk ii iib) i w i 
foiliit d to til kin„ }>f suit s till i /I n 
of tills n St I w IS intwhil i'u,,ht to lx 
talkd a t iptiirt uid the iit iisi I m tli 
rojil ot OsUiid hid givin iis to a (pits 
tioa oi ti iiitoiy whii h hid iiotb^iiidi 
cidcd fill tout yt us iiii < i])lois hid 
thill uw lid III till loiuh nmaliua ot M 
Ui Piioa’s put of till ii„d piopotly , 
and It w IS the fault ot c ipt Rohinsoii if 
he hid not yit biou^ht m i bill ot lo ts 
tint could bi all)wtd, if hi hid iiotii- 
ccived them tta the wholi ihtrilui.hi 
thought the 1,1 lilt an u t of justiii k> so 
Horn I’ophini, aid tint III ithir Mi^Pilt, 
noi hi bond ot ticisin\,wi3 nest 
ot cinsiiii loi h mug advisid I IS majesty 
to I emit the ioihituie ^ 

Mf ffMii/AiiOT said, bt fort hi wint liWo 
the genual i|utstion, he woul I sit asiiU 
some ot those abstiact tnpnswhuA hid 
been ur^d as ^ kind of stoppigc tojin- 
(juiry. These (opics were two in nun^yti , 


simi tinu Kiisiiiiiig till hon laptam* It 
ini_lit is Will itk mpt tosrpuati the holt* 
i ipt nil fioin himsi II as tinin thi nnsap^ 
pill Ikon ol wh ill hi w s tht i wise It 
w is (ontemit d li iwiiei, that this went to 
(all) inn imoii i ,i( it in in now nomoie; 
•lo )) rsoii (ouhl su think who hid either 
witii st d till piogtissot lilt timsiction, 
ol III ud till i\ 111 whi h It Ind been 
opiiK d til (tin Ml )^ it h ul I nil ilfslinct- 
ly stiti I, tint oil the m itioii of an hon 
Inioii t i UK titling till Dioits of Admi- 
I ilty ill ol>|i<ti 1 Ind him midi to the 
niotsoii is nor ti nilnia to msiian iny pal*- 
ticuln ill I i wliulih tl o\i tid, on which 
tilt lioii uinnbi 1 w ho op( mil this debate, 
iiiiiiK Inft ly iiistamid the i isc of sir H. 
Piph 1II in I thus hill till pnsint motion 
iiwUik 1 Now, stillK, no piisoaloiild 
siv til mv disuspi I w is nil lat to the 
Ilk All Ihit ill this itridilitiljonuricnce 
Hut mil it It di I last mv ntliitioii on 
tint ,,it it Mils nil laoi y, it w is aot on 
lint K lount to bi > ibst mit d li iin —^The 
qmsti a hul luiiiso a!)l\ iiid so fully 
(is *,1 b\ till h 11 nuialxi who had 
opi 11 1 lilt ('il)it lint thill w IS little 
Tl I I II to 1 111 Ilk u|)oa hi wishid 
Ik \ Ml * > a tin wlnt had f iJim frotn 
llu h imd_,iiil wlio Ind listsitdown, 
just 1 1 txtimiu i tiw of Ills 1)1 )id irtntial 
pna i|) s III sit out 1)1 liiniiptiiig to 
iskmnk rlir iNlM,whnh howiicr, he 
u milk ] w is lilt ll ludTtd, it was no 
\ iv ,,11 It I om cssion. iltii It hid been 
piond so by i di i isioii ot llu louit the 
tpu stioii tilt a w IS whiil) d miiiisk Isdone 
w 5 th tht public moiuj ^ 11 id thiy dis- 
jiost d ot ll iriinllv > No , they i\ca id- 
nutted It had hnn ,,i\m lo a culj lit, Imt 
tin a, mill cd, they w ink d to diniin^h nis 
oflmci.to hung him just i little he low 
till tut of smu gling, hi h <1 only muo- 
tintlv liiidtdfin che-asot tci—(orihgfits 
iiad boats -foi boitslo thitnumlici had 
bicn seen plying to aid ho the whole 
night III did nt I, iipwi vn wish to de- 
tcciid to«n*tiutii , ll would ,,o at oriee 
on fill bioid piijKipIc ot guilt, whieh was 
j^lL^kgil ti dne til th s thiie w is sub- 
stintii^ kid taiigibli csidnice—a deep, 
well eonii^kd, scheming, fi lu lulem s^ 
tcai, such as iievn eame mou rijjJy be- 
fuie a eouitof jURtice} It was not, how* 


tar 
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ever, injurious to tlic country; at least the 
ho^l. captain did not think it was. What! 
was he, on his cmui sclf-sutiiciencyi to fly 
in the face of^^aii exislintf charter, and 
judg(-, forsooth, what was or was not ad- 
vantajeeous, co’itrary to the wall and ps- 
tablSshnipnt of the Ip^islatnrp ? Alas! we 
kiiow what liis seif'-wilhd ccnirse can lead 
the iiation to already ; we have i’alally ex¬ 
perienced acoiiiitiy phin-ci into unwi.ilieil- 
for war, by the wliini and «'apricc of hi', 
unrestrained and lawless direction, lint 
ope would think, en hearing the fialenient 
which l»ad been unde lo-ui,^ht, that capt. 
Robinson had iieen very well oll’tfi escape 
the sentence of a court-martial—for doing 
what ?—merely hisduty;—for catching the 
smuggler, as he had heeti ordei eil. Thus, 
the man who did his duty was ruined, 
while ho who violated the. law' was enrieh- 
e<l! But, says the advocate general, what 
has poor sir Home done ?—()I» dear, hn k- 
less man, only a little innocent sniiiggliiig 
—only a little illicitiraflic ; that was all; 
and indeed, well did it deserve M. unera- 
tion, vvhde the eniitluct of tlir ni.ni who 
acted coiisc-ieiilionsly was stigniaiix.’d ! 
'What, is that the way von dial with po.ir. 
oflunders Is that tlie nn ren’.'ss rigonr of 
your tyrannical resenia; l.nvs ? Wee to 
the hninble olf n.le.r who c-oines under 
their cognizance ! \V<»eto llie mercy which 
W'ill betide defenceless pnveiiy 1 '’.Vliat 
was due to the iioii. captain in ill's allair ? 
Why, the most lie conhi expect w.i-i mercy, 
indulgence, rcibearaiice. An.! wi'ietlmse 
debts to be p.ii.l lii. l’ore the debt <d iii.stice 
due to capt. llobinsrin? ,.Ar(; wt' to givi 
tlie guilty indulgence, wliile w'c puin.li 
the innocent, lint it seems th<*rc is no 
precedent. Is tliero iborel’ore to lie no« 
rule? ’1 he general plea of merit is then 
Set up as a i'orairn iiope; and is this tube 
. iset Ujj against capt. Ilnhins n? llecansi 
there was no resisiaiiie rnade, is he t'» he 
ponislird, when we ceriainly know that to 
be the case as tv> him, which wc as ceriainly 
know not to be the case as to sir [Lnne— 
A-at he was innoieiit? It was, however, 

' uftfair to take the siibse<]ucnt exploits of 
‘sir Home, and plai’e, ftunn as a set-oil 
‘agaiti-Sl bis aniei-edeiit guilt ; and if we 
strip him of bis sdbs(;c|ncnt ])»)npur.s, what 
shall we leave him? Oli! hisacfiieveiuetits 
•in Hnlhuid : these werefuf a mixed dc- 
%criptioii4<wnav.d, milil.''.ry, and c<t.iilt?er^ 
~teia1 ; and in the commercial |{e was cpiite 
ttt home, standing on his own ground, too, 
''neaf^d^RtAid. Is it on account of these 
^tBtgDceuvres, we are to reward him for his 


smuggling with 18,OO0f. and leave his 
captor de.stitute, without even sufficient to 
defray the .sums w'hich he expended in 
bringing the, culprit to conviction ? The 
I'iast India Company, it seem.s, though, did 
not |>rosccute, and for a very good reason; 
herau.si; they saw him suppurted by men 
who had remlered them essential services, 
not oil account of sir Home's personal 
merits—not because he cho.se to employ 
his leisure hours in an illegal trade—not 
on account of his anient zeal, as it hail 
been called by his friends, in the pursuit 
of gain. Anil here, he inuit remark, that 
this was not a very noble alternative lor a 
naVal orticiT to turn to—this generous 
thirst of making money even in a im rcan- 
tile, liiinonrable was not looked on 

very kindly by the iiav) as a rc.source for 
officers: niiicli less, he was sure, w'oiild 
i{ ap|>la'.id downright and illicit siringgiing. 
—As to the relerentc which had been made 
to Copenhagen, and the satisfaction his 
nppoiiitm. nt gave—to all whicli had been 
•said on lhat,siib|ect. the letters read by his 
lioii. fiii'iid were as >ulfu i( lit an oscrilnow 
as the fire of a line of battle ship would 
be to a (oH> boat. He deprccufetl the 
(In adftil effi'cls which the naval cli.aiactcr 
niiisl, experience, Irom (ho inipre.sion 
which inu't lie ni ide on it, by dei king out 
in luiirels tlic (h'jraded ohjeet of a cnnit 
martial’s censure—by gi'iug to sir Home 
I’opliam a pension of (lOO/. per annum, 
w'liilo .so maiij much more uieiilorous of- 
ficeis weri' lefl without distinction. He 
(l-nied that lonl Spcncer'.s letter expressed 
aiiv positive opinion of the hoii. cnpt.iin’.s 
in; rir, imt meri'ly stated liis happiness 
that the iJuke of York hud promoted so 
able an officer as he (the duke of York), 
conceive,d sir Homo to he. Tliis was, 
sii.oly,* no peremptory opinion of lord 
Spencer’s, and it could not he expected 
that he w as to fly in the dnko of York's 
l.iec, and tell fiim he was wrong. The 
light lion. gent, concluded, by declaring 
1 'lat lie .should vote this grant to he a ini.sap- 
plicalion of the public money ; because it 
was degrading to the navy, setting a had 
exai».ple to future treasuries, and giving 
ffaivi the retrihiuioii due to merit. 

Chuncdlor of' the Kxcheqticr did not 
feel it necessary to say much after tin; 
v*bry able speeches of liis right bon. ami 
kfartied friend*.. Ho dill’creil from the 
right fion. gent, who bad spoke last, a.s to 
thff propriety of .separating the act of the 
trdl 3 ury from the consideration of the 
mc^ts of sir Home Pop^am, although he 
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w(iul<l mIiuu, tln» tlieifc \\ is i couiieitinu 
b iMtu I Kit li so ill IS tht build ot titi- 
hii\ iiid co^iii/,uHL ^ ilu (iinans‘’anu& 
bill, IV IS It ] oss bii bj iiy tuitiiii ol in 
^ciiii ly, to ijjpiv to iiiL uikJiu t ol the 
tu i lUV vvinl till II lit bon 1,1 ill li iii 
Slid II s|K «lint, bill nils A} Us <* Hit inrhl 
bon ^i III infill iiiIhmIikc siii U 'll! cx- 
ti nil oils lojiiL, tui \\ is It not toi Iht. pni- 
jiosi, ot t\i tiii^ i| tjiiiliu i^iiiist mill 
ill iliiil vviiii I d t, hi n nil md rlii 

III 1(1 will If I 11 \\ IS (Ills jnstii i, 01 

IV is It (III in ill II )i til bon ^int 

\ili) 1 III 1) t I nr I I V id tills ijiKstion, 

li I dill u ' III I In vviis u 111 iti li b\ i 

SI iisi (Id \ III,III I nil., in III jiiii\*in 
to uii. I \| I 1 1 ti II I ill |> il I I noiii N , 
ind v\ Is 11 II 11 Iv (111 ti III I il III I iM.it 
to till (on I (tin 111 III I \ (111 il ' I f mill 
t( mils (it ns mill 1 11111 t V I ii| 
vv lib I |i 1 II I III 1 1 II I n ll It I 1 ' 

ill II li vv itl I 11 U S I, , I I i I t II sit 

ot til u^niiii t wliit 111 si 111 I liti I 

Mill (lll\ n hit tint ill! lio I ulill I I 

iia I ) III i Ills II ti 1 ot till illii it ll id( 

in i ill I UK ililiMii vil liv( 01 i\ I Ik sis 

ol ll I If itiin^iiitss. It \( iis i.rii loiilil 
•t (inilddl is in i< t ot sinii^_,lin^ 
MIS liiil i cm uiiist nil I til it I oiild ipiiiv 
ll i (liii_,( iipintlu 1 iinniintot \li 
PiU ’’ Ol 1 i III i )i\ |il( i ll I { b( I n (II 

I ll (I in ill I 1 .,1 t 11 u ion ii|)oiitIu 

II I on ll 111 i '1 111 Mis lilt liinisi to III! 

so iii|iit s I n till I ll ol iiioi ilitv IS 
t) 1 iki 11)1 I ll W oiiiil it III (onsiilii 

((I (11 111 I ll mil '1 o nti ll 1 till ni tn i 11 

til t ll) I I it i III in VM II to tmii loiinil i 

(iiinii ot n 1 11 to iviiid niiitni^ i tu 
dll 1 ^ Will till y ti 111 t d'td upi n to i \ 
|illioin nil 11 ll cm 11 i ison vvlio ini^lil 
o I )i Is I I Ills iiui ll iM iMiiidin- 
(iiiii I III i siini..,.,liiix ll in iition'' How 
(VII lii..,hlv tu V dm I tin li iiii^wmIu b 
till ii..,lit lion (111 liil illmidl to Ik 

loiilil not i.,i( (bit in 1 tinu ot pi 111 

Mill n III IK 1 ( n in ol tin u u v li id oidY 
i 11 livid sto sisl nil upon ll ill p IV in\ ot 
tiKinvviiu ini,.,li( (tiiii into lilt iiuicliuit 
s ivi ( should 111 < inSf^iKil t 9 ilislionoiii 
ll vv is in|iistK( to sii llonii to intiu liii t. 
llitsr lopii ,v\li(ntlu (li 11 (.,(> vv vs bi|uiglil 
i.,\tiittli( L,iMimiKiit md tin V * 01^(1 
not piodcd to iciiistiu. upon n j^iiivi- 
(lud wilhunt liillovvin.; it up b\ soini vm 
dmtivi (oriscquinci Hu substmdiH^ 
(Ik (lni_,Lwis 11, mist tin cinduiloi?lK 
ItVti tieisiiiy, thuu..,b tiu rc wcu ^iiiiv 
MCI silly phi iscs dk111114 the hon oll^cti, 
whn ll tl)t house cuuld not agree to, lun 
iesa coupled w*th bonie subbtanttve Om^e 


apamst him In the year 1705 the 
light hoiioui ibk gint did not think so 
lightly ds ill ippeared it pitsint to 
do ot tfie siivKts o( tin caltant oilicet 
111 SI (uiiii^ till iitridtot dIk diin;^ , ncf« 
tliii hiHibi noble loid whose ktrer had 
bun alluded to, nid wlio hut not iotgot- 
ti II till) e s< IVlets so soon as the light nun. 
gi lit It vv IS not his intt ntii 11 to speik ojT 
I v|i Uol iiisoii but With iispeit, yd the 
II.lit '1 m „tnt seemed to exaggciatt his 
siivKis 11 k light hull gdit hid said, 
tint th It eipi nn Ind luui suit oulvvith 
Dull I to (il I nil tin 1 iinsco Ilid tjie 
11. lit him i,v»ni 11 i'l\ 11 id the papers 
lip III vvhii ll ' t vv IS to d( I ide is a jud^i ^ 
( III Id in sj^ tint inv stiuinint oi suih 
I hisvvis ll) b liiund in these papciA^ 
[It vv Is lull slid uKiss till fiblc, thitthe 
1 t^i lit be tny tiiou.,b not in tin pa> 

|i I ] II ll thin till ii.,bthoii gent nut 

I niv (I I nidi hinisi it, but iiukivouied to 
in (kt till House diiiili upon 1 stitement, 
vv hub III ilid mil know to be eoriK lltd 
iu pii^^dluprn tin i grounds i.,tnist 
Ilk iiidividii it vvliosi lionoiii anil (hiiieter 
w(i( It issiii mil upon which* Ik w is to 
1)11 iioiiiK I is |ud,,e'' \\ hat had been done 
in this ( isi w Is cviiy day done ; and 
vii Is Ins klined fiiond neai him in- 
i ifi I I nil hid liken placi by v lemis- 
si n ol ti ll It IKS 111 nine (bilcKtit causes 
till iku 111 the (Hint oi evehequti —Ai- 
tei stilin ihi piopoitum condemned to 
I i, t li 1)111 in mil ristoiedtosii Homo 
1*11 ll un the ell me(lien ot tin txclid|uer 
I (intilukd tbit tluii nev(r bid bom a 
I vsi 111 vvliuli ii^om^ MIS more pioptrly 
1SS1 III el II my gi nth in^i could place 
Ills linid on Ins he lit, flid siy, thuhe 
b liivdl till ..ovcinment ind acicritiuin 
I iiiupt motives ill would vote for the 
c^n.in( Jiiit Ik di])re<ated the geneial 
eliii.,( niaih b\ tin light hon gent of 
the V n I IKS 11 st Kids oi misappiie itioii of 
tIu ( hinds, os ealeulited to pioducc tii(* 
most in|iii ]( us (ons< qm m i s Aftei*<i ft w 
obsei^ations on tin natuie ind cncuoi* 
stinei ot the tntbi winch ind been 
(birgdl is illicit, till right hon pCnt. c*n- 
cliulid by t\|iuisni., his (oniidence, that 
tin house Mould aw tt (he Resolutions by 
i dnt el 111 itiv( • 

Slid, tint the gionnd on 
whi'cli the inisipplit itioii ol 18 , 000 / was 
dstlh«id< d vv is, k lui. iisffge,^m'^ot money 
hill briii^oted lot othti puiposes; but 
t\ti ivdginct in one respect was no vin¬ 
die itionot prodigality m motlft, .a,«It was 
cuinplaiued that flic aildii at Copenhagen 
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was introduced as a sort of e' 
tiiese cUargts, and yet so fond was the 
gallant oihu r nt taking a \o^age thithu, 
that before he pun e< d( d to the j a4t Indies 
itt hi!> naiiatiirf he pird i MsiltuttiU 
capital. The plain tiuth of the (ai>( uas, 
that the gallant ofiuei nut a propu 
object ot the publu gun osity, and iii 
the chastest s<u oi tin tuin rotiupb this 
money dislubnti d to him o iinpiiid(.iitl\; 
impropcily, indtoiiu]ilv implied, uid m 
fact he was in tin sitintiun ol i nity 
peison by his iwn (oidts ion lli sud, 
that by di tii s li u is diucii into Jkin- 
bay , thatlluii nut ting wilhotinj tiidcis 
engaging in illnit loiiiiium iindii tin 
sainr 11 ig, ho tolluwid tliui tvainpU 
huppoiting a in in wdi ioicid into Houns¬ 
low by a stoiin, and hewi ic lime to mcit 
with sumo liigimaynun who hul ti.kiii 
sholtei, would it bt ui\ jnstihc itioii toi 
him a) his tiiil th it hi had iollowid ti t ii 
examph ? su« h w is the siiidn iln n 

haaaided by the g ill lut otlu 11 1 his w < s 

nut tin only < mioiis pii position with w hnh 
th« house w IS amiisid Iln ail^antgui 
tleiinn slid tint wliih in w n i Ihilish 
oilitei he was ill honour, whin hi w is a 
mcicantilo nhcntirci hi w is dliiil(|(st 
Such w is his iii^^i moils di tiiicti n ind \ 1 1 
while hi w IS tliiis 10^1 id 111 int ici nwi \ 
pursuits, hi iss( til d th it In w is i h si i ot 
40 , 000 / it might bi 1 |Ui s lull, il Iln Ii ii 
gout wen w 01 til 10,000/ t ili | in > I lo 
which ho adveitid What hid Im n Ins 
situation in 17)g? He hid h m ol ib 
scnce ror two yin , I nut i< nniiiug. In 
was stinik oil iht list Attiiwaiib In 
siras rcstond to 't, mil iiiOo lin 1 d to 1 
command wmdvjlii hdil. In b Imul, c 11 
4 rary to tlio sense iiid mclinilioii ol tin 
navy. Ih^n hew is tiic I, itiu his t id 
he enjoy id a luw ind hiiini ipi piit- 
iqent, and now lit h id tin In nom ot h iv- 
ing the Kind’s Adioiati in his iwn 
j^stdes dll this, hi Ii 111 In 1 n i oiii|. lime iiii d 
in the Last Indus, w I'con i d u Iloid’s, 
distiuguisin d by a to'-ti_,ii poicnt ti aid 
had iceoiitd a mislfla ti ngrulo^y Ijoni 
h|f royal highnoss tin dnkiol^oik ]Srt- 
Withslanding all this in and at ii.n 11 - 
latiOD of hoiiouis, lo iiiiist ptisiiirt in 
tiie opinion, tliat ibi pub 11 moiuv had 
been misapplied, and th it frii v * si ' 
tjons ought to receise thg saiietiun of the 
house. ^ ‘ j . 

After a shoi 1 1 opiy fi oin Mr. Lushing ton, 
the bouse divided, 

fetk-i Resolutions - - - .57 
Against them •----120 
Mdjoiity - - - - -69 
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liousj!. OP I ommons 
WidnaJay, June I 

fRun n—L oin J Ihe houso ha 
iisoKid Itself into a lonimilUe of Ways 
and vJi Ills, 

'Jin (/umcillot of th Ai^ti/t/frsi d, that 
bifoii he ‘titid *lii linns upon wlinli he 
h id conn n 1 ( d loi tin I n in loi tin si i \ n e 
< t tin piisMit Cl II In slum il lioitly u- 
t ipitn ite tin diHuotil In idsol 'supply ind 
of W ay s and ISli in \ u 

Si l PI Us cL 

\iiv. 17,1 1)017 

\ riiy.1 1,1 i» I' > 

OiiJn nil ( - -- - - l>)l) 7 f 

At 11 ill iiu oils ----- 1 1 1 ),0 )0 

J stlndtix npiny - - - I lOnOM) 

^W(dI h Sulisiil^ - - - J lOjOnO 

NolcifCiidit - - - - 2,)00('( 1 


' Tot il joint C h ir.,t - £ 
• Sn \a\ii ( miteisoi (iin vi 
Dthi 11 ncy ol iVI ilt, 

isno . - - - J7} s15 

lll‘l 11 si I 11 1 \t 111 - 

ijiin Bills, 1 os 1 100 000 
J \tli i| 1 1 Jjilis not 

Ion I d - - - V,021,-00 
I i\ I Jilt Ills 17 )7, 

to Li p * d oil - 15 1,0 »o 


ts ,1 ) 07 
Hrii ms. 


Tolil ''iipplics - 
Hi diK t Ji ish pi opoi turn ot Siip- 
|»ly mil C i\ il Li I - - - 

J 111 il lo hcdi ti i\nl by (•!< it - 
Jhituu - - X 

W is^ \Ni> Mi v\s 
Hiitv on M lit mil I’l osions £ 
1 } ink Ad\ un is- - - - - 

I 11 ippi ijiii ti d'sui,Jins III t'n 
Consiiid 1 und i >th \|)iil 
Istmid id Sui|)lns ot ditto, Co 
)th \|iid, ISOl - - - - 

Siiiplus, W Jys il Ml Ills, IS 07 
Wii laxcs 
i ottiiv 


5 s )5 7n 


at- 17 < jfs 


5 S0S,j 1 5 


IS ,0) Ojl 


2 (KIOOOO 

t,j()0 000 

720 S76 


l.sO ),(KXI 

2 111 

•.go,0(H) OOO 

. - )(X),00() 

’\thi(|ni Rills lo bt isiiid 

toi(|1iC Bills not lunibd 1 500,0f)0 
Do loi lilt 1 i,t Indi i( uiipiny 1 ,j 00,U00 
IxtlnijiKi Bills, p It ol 

l(y500,000/ il Ii-,id on 

Ants ISO), to iijlau the 
likT Amount on Aids ISOS, 


„wliicli lids been liiiidi d 


1,101,100 


L(au.b,000,()00 


Supplies 


£ 

£ 


IS,1H,0S1 

1b,30i,033 


I 

Suites of Ways and Mcail 3 £. 136,0 W 
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After thus recapitulating the various 
heads ot Supply an«i of the Ways and 
JVleans for the year, the Chantellor of the 
I'Athecjuer proceeded to state to the com¬ 
mittee the terms on which he had coij- 
tr.icled tor (he liOan. 'I'lie Sum borrowed 
for England and IreVmd was ten millions 
and <1 half, of wliich eight were for the 
semi e ot this muntij. 'Jhe whole sum 
was to he funded in the -I percents, and 
the coniraetois for e\ery I(>()/. adv.iiiced 
to the puhhc were to r<-eeive i ts/. 'tv Inl. 
stoik: so that the public paid for ever\ 
lOo/. capital, \l. Its. Ojc/. iniciest. In 
consccpieiK e of the loan of ten millioi^and 
a h.dt, tin re was ,i cajiilal of debt created 
to the amoiiiitof I2,'l()''.‘175/. iioin whit li, 
after didui ling a p.roportiun of '2-17ihs 
foi lieiand, making 2,0 1 1,47)/. there 
would reniain, as a permanent burdeia 
upon (iieat Eritain, o, to t,()()()/. and as 
nniiiial < barge lor inteicst of 475,53t)/. 
In .idditioii to this, in consecpience of the 
measure of funding four iiiilhuiis of exche¬ 
quer hills, theie was a capital debt tiealed 
of 1,230,21)/. and .in annual charge for 
inteu'st, including the sinking fund and 
nianageini nt, of 2.V}>'./t7/. *10 that the-| 

Sinn to ho proiideci for by laves was: 

For the Interest <»f (he hoaii - f. i7 j,j3G 
I'or llw Inte rest ol I'Xcliccjuer 

Hills funded ------ 2.5.3,217 


JMaking a total of - 728,783 
For this Annual Charge ho inoant to 
provide in the lollowing nuitine'r: 
bhoit Aniiiutios fallen in - - .i.375,000 

Annual Swing on the Manage¬ 
ment of the Debt - - - - (5.5,000 

Increa.se upon the Assessed Taws 120,000 
iStamp Duties ------ 17 o,(kk)1 


Vjo,(K)() 

The ('hanc ellor of the Fxcheejner next 
proceeded to state the ellect whieh had been 
produced by the financial measuresadojited 
in the course of the year, and contended, 
that from funding four miiliops of exche¬ 
quer bills, when .stocks w’erc at 03 and 
by borrowing ten luilliun ami a half in 
the four instead of the three per \‘ents, 
there had resulted a saving to the pubKc 
of four millions of capital debt; ai.-sl tliat 
by the single measure of contracting fi 
the loan in the four per cents, there i^as 
a saving of 3,100,000/. eapital debt j and 
also a .saving in the annual charge, of 
2000 /. ; besides the. advantage of being 
able to iTdeein the debt at comparatyely 
a very inconsicTYable loss. He concluded 


his statement with moving a' Resolution, 
That it'is the o]>inion of the committee^ 
that tijwards providing the Ways atnl 
Means for the year, it is expedient to cn»s 
hie hii^ majesty to radse eight millions by 
w'ay of annuities for threat Britain, end 
two tniilions and a half for Ireland. 

Mr. Tierniif said, he observed, that 
there was one million of the loan for Ire¬ 
land still to be provided for: 1,500,(XX)/, 
was to be by loan from the Bank ; but, 
he hoped the other luill.-ua was not to be 
raised by exclicijucr bilks, in which case 
I here would ^ie an issue, on that head, aH 
togethef of six iiullious more than the or¬ 
dinary grant. As to the loan, he rongra- 
tuiated the light hon. gent, on the terms 
on which it had been contracted ; hc was 
far from having expected any such: cer¬ 
tainly, the terirts were as good for the 
country as the public could have ex- 
peclecl. He could by no means agree, 
Iiow'ever, that this adv antageoics hargaift 
was to be attributed to the circumstance 
of its^Tlffving been made in the four 
rather tliaii the three per ceni-s. Previous 
to the bidding, the four per cents, 
'had .stood at S (-, odd; and, in contem- 
pli^on of it, fell tc\ h2j. lie W'as, thdre- 
fuijp, rnlith d to ask, would not the contrac¬ 
tors for the loan iravc hem disposed to 
in ike an equally good bidding in the 
threi^per cenis. ? Would they not be wil¬ 
ling to tonlract in a slmk they wished, 
rather than in one they did not wish to 
hid for ^ ^.early a'boul the same sum 
would redeem the slock in the one itindas 
in the other. "^Wie right lion. gent, how¬ 
ever, said there was a guj'at saving, from 
liismode of contracting for the loan. There 
was so, as tin* right hon. gent, conceived 
it, hut not as he (.Mr. T.) viewed the ques¬ 
tion’. There was, undoubtedly, a saving 
as to the one per tenl. if the loan had 
been negotiated in the three per cents, j 
hut, if this measure had been ailoi^d,%) 
answer the one per cent, there would Imv'a 
bei'iift saving of30,00o/. per ami. As the 
bargain was, howi-ver, he again congrcq;a> 
lated tin: right lion. gent, on the terms ba 
which it had been contracted; and'he 
congratulated (he comifry 011 the pleasii^ 
tlut tlieie vvtrc men in it 
isposed to'^evv such confidence in tho 
qo^itry as t<Nponci|li|£alo^ on such 

Mr.///dflvWn alluded to the''terms-eti 
which the two funds might bo vedi^ied ; 
and argued, that the bidding in (He fodr 
per cents. Was^ from that sitij^k: circunt- 
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tt^e, more aclvantageous to the country, imeet any thing that the right hon. gent. 
H/e uUo argued, that by this mode, the (Mr. SheridiUi) had to urge, however 
Banking fund for the next year would be awful it may he to contend with the great 
fiperea-sed rather than decreased,anil would talents and eloquence of that right hon. 
amount to 1 •d5Ch pact of our wlioic e’eb^ gent, matured and nietli.>di/,ed on this 
He.stated, as the advantage to be derived question by a six years preparation. He 
iVom this circumstance in providing for knew the inagnituiie of the poners be 
tbeexigencies of the country, and of course should have to contend with, hut in the 
jlecscnirig the depi ivatioii.s to which the cau.se of truth he should n-it he delicieiit 
^jpeople were obliged to submit, that, where in boklness. He knew he expressed him- 
' ^ we formerly bonovved money at the rate self warmly on Uiis subjecl; but dining 
. of 8/. 7«. percent, we now borrowed it at the last six years, and more iiarlicularly 
iherateofd/. l-ks. ; so that there was here during the la.st three years, he had cxlii- 
a saving of upwards of 3/. per cent, per hired, as every one must allow, no small 
annum.—Afier some further coU'.er.sation stock of patience. He did not pr< tend to 
.between sir .Min Newport, Mr. Hu.ski.s.son, be So callous a.s not to Hel indignarkm 
and Mr. Tierney, the Resolution was when the hon. baronet who brought ihese 
agreed to. chargessaid, that Icnl Wellesley’s conduct 

[Conduct of Makquis WEi.r.F.sLiiv— in India had been .such as to convince him 
Carnatic Question.] On the motion of that no man could retain honour or honesty 
• air Thomas Tiirton, the order for resuming in that country. The hon. baronet, in 
the adjourned debate on lb« (’arnulic tlius e.\prc.s>ing himself, only n-.ed his par- 
Question (see p 3!)2), was read. No per- Iiuincntury pi ivilege of freedom of speech, 
son rising to speak, the que.stion was pul Imt he had gone to llie full extent of that 
on the iirst Resolution, and tk t'fallciy privilege in u.siiig language which hedaiTd 
was cleared for a divi.don ; but Mr. yiie- not use elsewhere. He eoiiiended, lliat 
ridan having suggested to sir T. Twrton to the jndoment of the lioii.se, however pro- 
withdraw his Resolutions of fact and dis-, riounccd, after the iliseusNion and iiivcsti- 
tinct charges, in order to bring the whole 
matter more satisfactorily to issue orivthc 
general question, whether lord Wellesley’s 
conduct in the tran.saelions with respect to 
the Carnatic, was or was not coiuistem if it should be luvourable, he would reK on 
'with justice, or with the character and lio- it as a (ii!l ami fair .iciiuiltal. He was 
jjqur of the British nation? a debate arose i.oiivinLCfl that loid Wellesley bail been 
xm this proposition, on which strangers aetiialed by no piim iplo.s bnl a regard for 
were again admitted. W^heii the gailLry tlie honour aiul inn-rest of his country; 
was rc-opened, .• and in tins rnnvielion he boldly met those 

Mr. Wetlesky Pole w'as speaking. He aeeusaticns, whioii, if he thought them at 
ihad no objection to come to issue this or all founded in fact, he should shrink from, 
any other night upon any charge tlie right and hide h's face at a di.si.niv e from this 
Jbon. gent, or any other person, might bouse and from I lie soi iely in which he 

had the honour to a-nociate. 

Mr. Siwihinn regretted that the hon. 
gent, had so totally misconceived him. 
He had never .said that lliat Inm. gent, or 
any of his frioiuls, were anxious to blink 
the question; but lie had said the very 
to Rie vole without provoking a fresh do- reverse. Pie had .said, too, wiiat he would 
The debate on the former night repeat, that moving the previous quest ion 
■>d closed with a speech from an hon. was .not the way to obtain for the noble 
vjnotnber (colonel Allan), who had been an inarquis the honourable and satisfui.toiy 
’,«ye-witness of the‘'transacti(vi^s in the Car- invesiigation so much wished for by his 
.'tiatic, and who was in no coui.v;».'iC!l friends. It was not directly meeting the 
}with lord Wellesley, decliring the whole fS’;ry serious dvirges brought against that 
of the k'. the chi»^Go*'to ntihle lord. As tii the part he took in the 

{lilho gPoss and unfounded cabininies. In present question, the hou. gent, knew well 
foil gonfidence not only of the inno- that he could not he influenced by any 
([tfendBrout of the highly meritorious con> ot ler motive than a seii-se of pqblic duty. 
Itivnii of lor^ Welleuey, he was ready to Aik^o the fraternal iiiteirperance of the 


.Jiave to prefer against lord \V ellcsley. / b- 
Woukl not sit silent when it was insmu-iteil 
that his noble relative or his friends wished 
.fo stifle inquiry. It was no evidence of a 
idisposUion to oliiik the question, that lord 
WcHesley’s friends were de.sirous tf' come 


gallon that had taken [>laee, w'oii 'd be deci- 
.sive of the case. If ilie d^•ei^ion shoUid 
be nnfivoiiiablo to lord W'eli'csley, lie 
would bow to it as a fair condei,maiion : 




Iron.^^ he was wHIingj if ■hW t(4 lapproire' 
at least tooverlook it thc saihe time he 
denied that any thing had eVer t'alleti from 
him that went to impeach the private moral 
character of the noble marquis; though 
he always thought, and was still of opinion, 
that that noble lord betrayed too often a 
mischievous ambition, that might be ulti¬ 
mately ruinous to the British interests in 
the I',ast. He would repeat his wish, 
that the w'orthy baronet would w'nve his 
antecedent Kesoliilions, and come at once 
to the immediate point at issue, as to lord 
Wellesley’s conduct with rea|iect to the 
Carnatic. 

Mr. IVelhsley Pole stated, that when* the 
hon. baronet had opened his Resolutiun.s, 
un hon. frictul of his (iNfr. Wallace), gave 
notiiethit he would move the previous 
question on the tiesolutiuns of fact, and ^ 
direct negative on the criiiiiuating licsoj 
lutioii, foi w hich he pro])o.sed to substitute 
a resplutioii of approliation. 

Sir Jo/iii An.itrutlur thought it a most ex¬ 
traordinary proceeding, th.it, after the 
course just stated should have been bid 
down in t'le firtsence of tlie riglit hon. 
gent, a fortnight since, and he iiad heard 
it, and w<is ready to spealc on it without 
exception, he all at once came I’orward 
this night to levi'ise all thai had luen 
dune, und siibstilote a g||||i'ar question. 
Nothing but the previous ^cstion would 
he a proper iiroceediim on some of the 
Resolutions. 'J'iie others wi re to be met 
directly in the most deeidt d manner. 

Mr. iVnllafe felt himself warranted hy 
file practice of p'lrliameiil in proposing i 
the previous question on the Resolutions j 
of fact. To file eriminalory liesolutinn 
be propo.sed a direct negative, to be fol¬ 
lowed up vvitli a Resolution of apprnbritioiT. 
There could be no question that a decision 
on these Resolutions w'ould fullj' convey 
the .sense of the house. The hon. baronet 
who opened the charge, and every other 
person who spoke on the question treated 
of it in its full extent. 

Sir Thomas Turton considered that his 
Resolution ought to be agreed to without a 
question. On the fourth Resolution, Irhicli 
was crimiiinting, he thought the hoivc 
' ought to w into a committee. Fif^ding 
that the Resolutions were to be met ir 
^this manner, he should divide the ho||% 
‘pn every one of them ; an<l on the fourth, 
criminating lord Wellesley,‘not personally, 
"blit in -hia actv, he should again state to 
the hO(M» bis reasons for confirming, the 
’Bejblqtion, • ^ 

Voi.. XI. 


dfWded' 

vislons-tj^ed.tooli place to succesaii^^ 
on tha first Kesolutibn was! 


Fiythe previous queiifton 
For the Rctoiutioii - 





On 

were 



Mi ijiuia 

manaupon the throne of the ( 
wai^suspected not ^to be cf 
friwd? If there was any f 
tlnvt; arcunieut, it was one of i 


Majority 

the second Resolution, the numb 

For the previous question - 

For the' Resolution - - ' - 

Majority - - — 

For about an hour after this strasigii^ 
were exeliuh-d from the gallery. On 60^ 
return w1i foimd jhlJ 

Mr. G. Jolwstone addrd.ssing thehoosoj 
and condemning in strong terms the 
duct pursued l.ow aiib the young princer;^ 
thef-.iinatie. Ally llus-siaii, who had been^ 
for no erime, jmoished with greater sevijt 
rity than w'as i;i< riled by the guilty pCrsott 
who had pri'cr-de.i him ; and no man coujlp 
enterlaiii a doubt as to the manner M 
which he came by bi.s cud, affer he haldl 
been into the pow'e.r of aiiothec 

prince. It had been asked, whether thp 
overnment of India would pul a young 
nran|upun the throne of the Carnatic, whw 

cordially th^ 

fbimdutiim’Rut 

much grt»ti| 

validity for excluding Umdut ul OiDMI^ 
The rti'tiier, who possessed his inheritaiU^ 
in the greatest splendour, had much todjW. 
means of doing iiiKschief than iii.s son. 
hon. gent, who spoke on a former debai^, 
had gn aily misrepresented the fact wfapft 
ho said the N’aii*h of the Carnatic 
his |)ower to she Fast India Company., -tAt 
one limtfit was owing to file assistance'ibft 
Conqiany received from the nabub< W|i^' 
lajah, that our existence was presemii’ 
airng the coast bordering on his terrifflf 
l ies, when the French attacked u» 

Fort St. David. It w'as said the-nahoi^ 
were only a sort of lords, and that tli^.hlgl^ 
no authority in the country. The very C0g» 
trary sf this was the fact. The nabob 
a legitimate sovereign, and the Fast 
Company acknowledged him as8uch,i'||^- 
holding territory from, him.—^Th4.4 ih«|ls5 
gent, then entered into a history ofr ., 
ous tramsa ctions in InSja, to show ^ 
the principles and 

t^e of our goWfmnem at fortoer perta’'“'^ 
tA possesSi*ni?<^lnili«nnlW'ritoryt 5 

native princes. At dhe c6ncJu8ku’^oir.| 
war with Tippoo l^ftaun>';hi»^ertii?<^^ 
which we bad takpn'^possossiom dr^r 
hostilities,'were restored- to btto* '-IH 



fin 


,|Mp<i<>n to tbi« »nd oUwr a<^ oCftsImiUr 
vras oiv own convonii^ce to be set 
plea for injustice ? The letten of lord 
p^^rnwallis had been quoted, during a 
^mer debate, Tn order to justify this pro- 
tMdiag. But the conduct of loro (Jurn- 
llia was that of his actually giving up 
^territory he possessed as belonging to 
nabob; and was it not extraordinary 
t tins act should have been quoted fur 
be pui^ose of justifying an opposite cun- 
Inct? The act to w'hith the attention of 
^ . house was now <.ailed, aiose out of a 
^^J^nviction, that to establish our dominion 
the East, no part of the ^erriteries be- 
' Wnging to native princes should be suf- 
^rj^d to remain in their hands. But he 
'ivQuld ask if this system had answ'ered in 
‘§oint of policy? Were we gainers by it, 
blven in mere profit? h’o: the scry re¬ 
verse was the fact. As soon as we got 
possession of any additional teriitory in 
J^ia, the establishment necessary to sup- 
port it, had cat up the profit; .md it was 
*K)W a well-known fact, that wri»M."eived 
jllMs money, m point of revenue, from the 
extensive tioniinions in our posses'-ion, 
fban we received when we held them hotn' 
nabob. It was evident, therefnreS the 
had not answered, either in polV'y, 
in pecuniary advantage. As to seru- 
we had acquired none: for every 
proved that the vast extent ctl' our 
4<Nninions in the East, made tiic security 
and less. If tiie house wanted an ex- 
Wple. he would call to their recollection 
mutiny at Vellore. It had always 
b«en the sentiment of V>ru Cornwallis, 
it was oitly by nioderauon and jus- 
,^e that we cou\d ever expect t6 ri'iider 

f dominions m Asia secure, and prevent 
le passions and hcart-buinings which 
frequently oicuned iu those disiant 
^ipssessions. 

. Idr, Wiiiihed Keene entered into a de- 
S,ce of the government of India, in 
pricing the nabob of his dominions; 
jrase he had shewn a manifest dinposi- 
L fo favour and aid the French. The 
batest atmses, he said, existed in the 
atii!n The hon. mem'ber then went so 
■ ha^ info the history of the Carnatic 
year nils/and pointo4 out such 
uses as hethdught render^ 3ie 

of the India goverj:^£nt highlync- 
iry, I*' fTj.lSetia'u w.i>tderable 
I, exculpation of the noble mrrquis, and 
l^^vour jthe previous question, lie 
importajit services be had 
pd hi%,pQuntry, which: were manifest 



from the documents upon the table the 
bouse, and he was (^nvinced that from a 
fair consideration of the subject, the house 
must acquit the noble marquis of the cri¬ 
minal part of the charge, lie contrasted 
tile conduct of other governors of India, 
who had ictiiiiied with unstained< haracter, 
with that of the noble marquis, and cun- 
tend.-d that he, as well as they, was en¬ 
titled to the afipiobatiun of his country. 
He w’as well peisuailcd that no other mea¬ 
sures than those adopted bv the noble 
marquis could have setuuif the fidelity 
of the nabob of Arcot; and he thought, 
from the peculiar cireumstances of tlie 
ruuhtry, he was fully wait anted in the 
line of conduct he pursued. Any body 
who could trace ihe origin of oui toniiec- 
tion with the nabob, would obscive that 
/lie actions of the noble marquis were 
piaiked by a degiec of prudent c and fn ill¬ 
ness highly becoming his situation in 
India. 

Mr. Omni confessed he had little to say 
upon the general meiitsof the subject, af¬ 
ter it had been so fully discussed by seve¬ 
ral gentlemen on both sid« s of ilie house; 
but as he understood that theic were many 
other gentlemen who were anxious to de¬ 
bate the last Resolution, as well as himself^ 
he should propose, from the l.it«>ness of 
the hour, to pMtoonc the further discussion 
upon that bnmch of the (|U(stioa till an 
earl) day.— [A try of go on ' go oii'J— 
'J'lie hon. gent, resuiiud, by uliseivmg, 
that the ijiieslion, as it at present stood, 
was leduced simply to, whetlior in hi-, con¬ 
duct the noble niaiquis was actuated by a 
sense of I'lslice, of ncces'-itv, or »>f policy. 
The hon. gent, then enleied iifo a history 
'ol the iiueitereiucof 1'lance, by sending 
i^ents to Tqipoo Saib, which was held by 
the govtrnoii, of India as a ground for tlicir 
interference in the affairs of the Carnatic. 
He detailed the gradual series of encroach¬ 
ments made by ihe British goveriiraciit in 
the affairs and territories of the nabobs, 
until the period that we in fact assumed 
tfie sovcrpig"nty of their territory. In our 
first intercourse and treaties, we bad con- 
sidei'ed that power as a principal; but at 
lepgth, by our unjust cncioachments, we 
becaqie. in fact ourselves the principals, 
and reduced them to the situation of 
(fhf lals to ourselves. We deprived the so¬ 
vereign of all his political consequepce, 
and af the power he originally possessed. 
Such conduct on our parts niignt be recon¬ 
ciled to our policy, and those frinciplea 
of ^grandixement whiejr eba^ferized 
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all our acts of interference with l^e na¬ 
tive poweisof Indi% but it could neither 
be recon(.iled to principles of Lommon 
juiitice or the law of nations Althuui^h 
he admitted there weie some irregularities 
on the part of the ntbob, yit we ought to 
adheie in somt degree to common justice^ 
and not take advantage of a trifling act of 
iruaulaiit> of that power nhi( h wc ac¬ 
knowledged as indepen lent, and violate 
the law s of common humanity, by hurling 
the monarch liora his throiu Tins was 
realiv a case m which wt were more in- 
tci t sted foi our ow n advint igc, than foi 
the welfare of thit unfortunate piinij,in 
whose bihilf we pirtended to mtirfere 
He would ask, whai were the pretences 
upon which we mteifercd w ith the nabob ^ 
Thej were vinous The hrst was, thvl he 
had s lolated the treaty with u->, m refusing 
to pioeuie us supplies of piovisiuns anti 
earn i„t s A‘rid fiom this it w is inkrie d, 
that his views tow aids us, wcie hostile and 
del 1 u I'oT) of war In his opinion, the 
inbob lid acted m the most natural man¬ 
ner that a prince iii his situation could do, 
and he vv is convinced that hs conduct 
aiose from the coiisidci itioii of his pci ulia< 
situition, and not ftom any hostile di po¬ 
sition tow irds us he acted as oth rs had 
dint on siiiiilii oLCisiotis On uiothei 
oil isjoii It v\ IS said, lie iclusi d to adv incc 
inom\ ml troops to haii ass hisiountiy 
Now, It illy, when he lit ud sutli fnvoloiis 
iiiel cmttm|itihh nre^li \is foi such op- 
pitssivt londiict, he felt disposed to ar 
rii lithe nude I stand m^s ot those pc i sons 
who lilted tillni He ileitiidcd tht ni 
bob liotii the chir^c, tint m 177) he 
evinrcd a li istile mtr ntioii to the JJii isli 
goveinmcnt bttiust he did not take 
acuvenaitin th irwiis, hum inotivesmf 
SI If piescrvdlioii ^nd of conitnon iliteiest, 
and eeuiteiidcd thit the nabob of Arcot’s 
conduct, dmiag his mteicouise with the 
East Inch i goveinment, vris inaiked by a 
must tiithful attachment to its interests, 
and by a steady adhcience to,the general 
tci ms of trie ti t aties In 1779, w hen thei e 
was a confide I aev entered into among the 
native powers of India against tho^India 
governnient, whaC was the conduct of Hia- 
hoinmed Ah ? Did he join in the co’«fede- 
lacy, or did he even abet it> No: ^ 
very first intimation he received erf we 
existence of such a combination, he com¬ 
municated the information to the governor 
general, and strongly recommended the 
most sp^y and enectual remedy fot) the 
consequences lively to ensue. Upon the 






subject ol'«U ib«0e alleged 
be^ed tn tifiat the gnvttnkhieitt 
Inelia ^ not even think themselTeb jt 
hed m their condiie t; but ^ad defermii; 
at all t| aaids, to seue upon the ternt ' 
of the nabob, and had even expicsbeel j 
determination sd to do, long betoi^ 
bee inie possessed of those documents v. 
which tiny now grounded their right 
ti H rence with that power. With rei?|^^ 
to the intei pretation put upon the langita^ 
in the coilcspoiideiici of the nabob> 
j idici il to him, a!> expiessive of fats 
tiuii of hostility towards the India goverd^^ 
ment, h^ icniaikcd that that mteipBCtatitm 
was erioiicous, ind too literal. For ^ 
should be riMncmbertd, that this corrCv> 
pondciice was in the Asiatic style of wr^. 
ing^ whose principal cliaiactenstic vVI 
that of illcgory and metaplioi, and c 
queiitly the nutter therein should not 
appreciated according to the poetlCi 
figures, applied to express ideas, whufa, 
tikcn in then literil sense, would couv^ 
a dilUvtSifTt meaning to what they rea}& * 
VVI TV Undei all the circumstances of thw 
tiaiilaction he contended that, aifhiittiti^ 
tin laboh to he guilty of all these imputed 
(iii/es, yet the govj^inor geneial had 
ct wed ins powers, by neglecting to adorn 
those nices.iiy 'oims to be attended to 
a i au-.e like tins Ills conduct was th^ii»* 
fore ll'c^al, and upon these grounda^ 

I ere It inuiymoie which he would ifl 
ticspiss on the atUntion of the house 
iiiuiiu latpi^, he supported the Resolut 
Mr S R LuThuiqlon —Mr Speaker 
clilK rnij; is Tfki entirely from the hoiS 
mcmbci wji^ has ju.t sa^efinvii ftum till 
hull baronet who opened the debate 
i tonne i night, uid fiom the lion metn! 

(Ml (i Johnstone) who spoke hom 
fl«uf, 1 sh ill state the leasoiiS foi that — 
fete me, (oi the e on ide lation of the botiO^^ 
Without following euh of those he^e 
members tbiougli the'lenglhened _ ^ 

their speeches, 1 bh«dl UneTeavom to rCj 
to thcvpropositions mey hav e I tbourei 
establish, and which were, 1 believe, jit 
stract the»i theq in tbe boginnim oj 
connevion between the lirant ‘ 
pany uid the family jif Mahomed 
the Cqjj^^iVy were indebted to Itheto 
- ,)| 



Carnatic; 
cpiTri^ioii, the 

Mahomed eAlly repC^ttm piooftbf 
ness and generosity ; but that Iph j 
ment and that of* his son ahjf irat. 
Omdut ul Oitorab, was diitiiMfied by 
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jj|^(ej^reAce of the CoBtpfll:^^. and that 
t|RS^aIld misery resulted Jo thh^^eopie from 
';||e aiiihiiion and usurpation of their gu- 
fi^rnmentst thjit after a long c^rse of 
.^ibithful anrf honourable ailiance |>n the 
sirt of those naliobs, their posu-rity have 
sa degraded without cause or justice : 
this act of violence has carried its 
^‘punishment, for thatw'e. receive lower 
|>urccs by our possession of the Carnatie 
. we formerly derived from the wiliinp: 
:"l^ad9 of the nabob. Sir, believing, a.s i 
;;i^nscientiously do, t!iat the exact reverse 
►pf the.se propositions is the tfuth; that the 
^.Gompany owe nothing t« the hither of 
j Mahomed Ally; that to himself they were 
I'UnifonnIy benefti.aorsand protei tors; that 
;..aU the faith in the alliance with him was 
i pn their part, and all the treai hery oiifhis; 
'.A^d that after a long c(«ir.se of suIK-ring 
’>,<Uid- di$tres.s from bis evil counsels, they 
: have done what true policy, a just (onstruc- 
;,.Jionof the law of n.itions, and hiimaiiilyto 
v ^e people of the Carnatic, fully support; 1 
''imaii explain to the liotisc the tjlwcods of 
I thisupi/iion. The mi>.reproscutationV tiieh 
<.;.hasbeun made of our situation on the ioast 
Coromandel during the admiiii.strr'tion 
ViOf Anwar ud deen Cawn, remiers it mj:i-s- 
for me to trouble the house wiRi a 
J^Wirt reference to our condition at that 
period. Whoever has any know- 
; K%e^of, the records of the Fast'India 
' l^mpany, or of our general history in 
^4ia< inust know, that fur more than a 
‘jicentury before the arrival of Anwar ud 
^'deeu Cawn in the Carnatic, the Company 
^Eid carried on a lucralsfe 'ommerce on 
coast of Coromandel, 'i he emperor 
^ad>granted to t^cm a few vill-igos in the 
P^hlity of Madras and fort St. David; 

local oifteor, the nabob of Arrot, 
bound hy the emperor’s sunnuds <to 
9tept^ and did aciutdiy protect them, 
thfctr.peaceful occupations. The in- 
jrit^of iheir dealings-excited the confi- 
ttec nf the natives, a^ the security enjoy- 
ripi their poasessiops soon attracted a nu- 
rdiM populationoccupied in this tran- 
‘ . the Company coveted^ no 

; trade wm the sole ob- 
and their endea- 
i$ were, confined to its ^awiement,, 
lyrben ud deen 



J^SbgoViUi'stfie turbuleitt scenes of 
jbtjyar.'ud.di^n Cawn, the father 
Jio 9 si!i^j^Ally> ,w^ charged by the 
guardianship of the minor 


'nabob of Arcot, Seed Mahomed Cawn, 
This youth was baf«ly murdered in his 
palace, in mid-day, in a very few months 
after he was confided to the piotection of 
Anwar ud deen Cawn; and thi.s atrocious 
act of violence so soon succeeding the 
murder of Abdalla, cast a yet deeper 
stain upon the character of Anwar ud 
deeii Cawn. 'I'he people of Arcot beheld 
thi.s action with horror; tliey recurred 
with gratitude and aifcction to the mild 
and generous admini.slration of the family 
of Send Mahoinctl Cawn; imd ihey saw 
in the violent deatii of (liisbi loved youth, 
the fcrininalion of that fostering <aie which 
had so long protected them ; they appre¬ 
hended from die intrusion of a stranger into 
the government of the province, tliat 
spirit of ravage whicu too commonly dis¬ 
tinguishes a violent and unjust, pos-ic.-ision. 
tJnfoifunalely for the nnoileiulm<; people 
of the Carnatic, these fears proved too 
true; tor from th.vl nnnnent until the hour 
in wliicli lord Clive signed the treaty 
which is now the subject of our delibera¬ 
tions, a ptriod of mar sixty years, the 
people of the Carnatie have been scourged 
with the plague-s of uar, faniino, neglect, 
ami ojipres.'.ion : but ro the l*,nglish East 
India Company the succession of Anwar ml 
deen Cawn proved, in iK veiy beginning, 
nearly fatal. Dupleix, governor of Pon¬ 
dicherry, soon discovered that avarice, 
was the ruling passion of Anwar ud 
deen Cawn, ami he succeeded in obtaining 
bis connivance in an attack upon Ma¬ 
dras, which terminated in its capture by 
the b'rench, when a large treasure, a 
vessel laden with valuable cloths, and 
all their ,shipping, fell into the iiumU 
their enemies. In vain were remon- 
.sfvancc.s and intreaties addressed to Anwar 
ud deeh Cawn; he adopted no elfcctual 
mea.sure.s to redress those misfortunes which 
were accumulating upon the English under 
his eye ; for h^wiihheld that protection 
which Jie was bound by the sunnud^of the 
emjfirc to extend to them. The only fac¬ 
tory which remained to us was fort St. 
David ; and although the army of Anwar 
ud d<feri Caivn under his two sons, Ma- 
pbobz Cawn and Mahonivd Ally, marched 
towaj«d8-Pondicherry upon the plea of pu- 
atlS^fiv^ishing the insult ollered to the einperor^s 
^Mhority by the seizure of Madra.s, and 
actually made an attack upon a party of 
the R-ench troops in the vicinity of fort 
St. Daidd, Dupleix soon contrived to pur¬ 
chase their- return to Arcot, ailu'^carried 
into execution his design pT attacking fort 
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St. David. In vain was the most moving 
appeal again directed to Maphooz Cawn 
and Mahomed Ally in this extremity of 
the English aiiitirs; inetlectually were 
such sums of money as were then left, 
ollered for their continuance in the neigh¬ 
bourhood untsi the English fleet sh(»ulil 
return, or even for a period of ten daj^s. 
The French use<l the treasure thr-y had 
seized at Madras in bribing higher, and 
the army of Anwar ud deen returned to 
Arcot. Happily, however, the English 
fleet, tins nation's best hope in every crisis 
of her ailiiirs, appeired in the roails of 
fort St. David, and dispelled the g.>the,ing 
destruction. Such was the n dure ol' the 


a.s.sistaiKe and protection whieh the Kng- 
li.sh received iVom the first of the family 
ot Mahomed Ally, and whieii the honour¬ 
able member (.Mr. .iobnstone) has .spokei* 
of in Mil’ll terms of approbation ; but when 
he shall lia\e coiiMibed the records of tho.sc 
times with more diligence, hewillfind that 
the confiih'iice of the (Company's servant', 
and the treachery ol’ Anwar UiUloenOawn, 
involved tin m in almost irrernedialde mis. 
fortniie, from which he left them to extri¬ 
cate themselves. Anwar ud deen had, 
however, rery soon reason to repent his 
de.serlion of (he English ; it h'ft the 
French at liberty to coinlnne Avilh the re¬ 
lations of See*l Mahomed to avenge his 
minder ; and in a battle Ibiigin against a 
conleilcrated force under (,'liuncla Sahib, 
supported by the French, Anwar nd deen 
was sl.iin by a solilier in tlie French ser¬ 
vice, bis army rouied, Ids eldest son Ma- 
pliooz (’awn taken piis.iner, and bis second 
son iMaliotried Ally Hetl with a single 
attendant to the fortress of Trichiiiopolv, 1 
one hiiiidrecl and fifty miles distant. Ky 
this desperate moimiit Mahomed All^ 
whnw’ns only the second .son of hi.* father, 

SCI out upon the speculative idea, which 
the turbulence of the; times inducetl him to 
form, of succeeding to his father; but pos- 
se.ssing ueitlier treasures, troops, nor title, 
he bad no reasonable prospecl;-but to de¬ 
fend Trichinopoly with the few adherents 
whom he could colicjct^^until he should be 
able to make some tefms with his en^i$s. 

They were supported by a victoriolis 
army, ample funds, and powerful ce;^c- ^ 

tions ; whilst he had no chance of ^rj^/bviSery antf^trigue. 
cour but from the English ; and evett w^ tl*is,oyr 
support which he tnight have e.vpectad.tb 
receive from their known hostility <b the 
French, he could hardly hope to derive, 
after birthther’s desertion of tWSt. George 
-and Cart St. Da^id still strongly impressed 



on the minds of the sufterers. Hea|^lh. 
for aid to the Company's govenunent cHW)-; 
doubt yiii diffidence, and it ww at 
grantedf in a very limiti^ degree; b)tii'\ 
Mahonfed Ally’s poverty ana di8tt'Oi4i'’~ 
Avhich shut out every other hope of rtBof;,, 
when disappointed of the assistance ofillilc'; 
soub;th, together with the progress 
by the French in the Carnatic, induced 
the Company's servants to espouse ^ 
cau.se more warmly. But notwithstanding 
the aid he derived from the Company, the 
ill siiccc.ss of his imdisciptiiied rabble, ^ 
some excursions which they rashly raado 
from TiTchinopoly, rendered his prospect 
of success so hopeless, that he formally 
proposed to retire from the country and 
rcliin|uish his pretensions to the Company^ 
he ufteredto deliver over the whole oflii^ 
countries to the Conijiany's sole disposal;' 
provided they would allovi’ him an annual 
income of two lac.s of pagodas, and that ' 
be would bind hmi'Hdf and his heirs to tb$ 
agreement for e\ er. But the Company" 
refiiso^'ifftakc advantage of an oiler widen 
was wrged by bis distresses ; ,they chose 
iMtlifr to preserve iiiviol.-ite their reputa- 
tlonjfor npriglitnc.ss and generosity (which 
ill tjfe language of tJie nabob w'a-s ' as the 
br’^htm's,s of the day’) ; they trusted to 
gratitude for remuneration when he. 


should lie liberated from hi.s dilficaltie^ 
and Tie free to act from the spontaneous 
impiiUe of bis mind. They accordingly 
n iidered him every assistance which their ' 
counsel, their troops, and their treasures,;., 
coiiM supply ; and after an eventful wdir 
of fifteen yiJfrsJ they e.stablished him- iii 
the gov eriiiig nt of the C|rnatic, at a vast . 
expcnt e”bf iJritish blood and treasure. I .• 
shall now, sir, advert to the manner in 
which Mahomed Aliy discharged thisde^ . 
o(» gratitude. The ambition which hkn ,• 
only slumbered, ill his breast during adr '; 
versity, awakenedJviUi renovated streng^-. 
after he had subdued ail his enemies, 
avowed the design of becoming soobahd^^.p 
of the*Dekan; and when he found lhafc'-V' 
assist schemes of foreign conquest ao^ 
grandisement, aitfl of internal oppri 
was contrary to the wise policy, 
Corapany'.s focal governments, be eim 
vuuredyiii^^dermiiic their authbrify I 
'‘-■-"-‘Hry antf'Ai^rmue. In the pursuit.^ 


pgipose ' 

vants of the Confpfiliy, res 

of those c#uiitrie.s whifl^h' the Britisb'fsirwl';^ 
had acquired and delivered ; 

be obstructed the counsels 
their better officers by every itnft of'enw^;! 
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fpr^iuitioii and defamation. On one occa* 
^Ipa he raised a faction that destroyed the 
{j^overnment of the Company ; aod 
the uniturna pri^iciple of his policjiwas, to 
]}ay those Who virere too low in pri(fe or in 
priuciple to refuse money, in exact proper* 
t^ to the value of those interests of the 
Company which it was in their power to 
ap^fince. In elucidation of this statement 
Irriiall here read to the hou->e a record of 
tjofi transactions of those times, before 
avhich the hMi. gentleman opposite (Mr. 

' i^yindhain seconded the speech of Mr. 

' Burke from which the tullojving extract is 
' made) must bow v\ith deiercuce* and res¬ 
pect. ' Every man wlio opposes the go- 
o^verument and its measui'e.s finds an im- 
' mediate countenance from the nabob: 

* even our discarded officers, however on- 

* worthy, are received ‘into the nabob’s 

* service. The nabob is in a great degree 
•. the cause of our present inability (Oc^. 

* Hi 1769), by diverting the revenues of 

* the Carnatic through private channels.’ 
lo speaking of the nabob’s coi1frfre>ft, 20th 
■July, 1778^: ‘ No sense of a common tmnger 

* in case of a war could prevail on liMn to 

* furnish the Company with what isflbsu- 
*;)iutely necessary to assemble an ai^y ; 

* though it is beyond a doubt, that tn&iey 

* to a large amount is now hoarded up in 

* his coffers at Chepauk, and tunkaws are 
'.panted to individuals upon somc^if his 

* most valuable countries. The creditors 

* inspired into the mind of the nabob of 
*LArcot(thenadcpeiidant on the Company, 

4^ the humblest order) a scheme of the 
■-miMt wild and desperate Ambition that 
*.! believe eVty was atlmiftcd into the 

* jtitoughts of a man so situated. First, they 

’ ^ipftrsuaded him to consider himself as a* 
*^^^ncipal member in the political system 
*>^af!&uopc; in the next place, they'held 
'*«imtsto hiin, and he readily imbibed, the 
'<'4deftof the general empire of Indostan. In 
*^|^fWtnoe of this project, they extin- 
the Company as a sovereign 
/’^wfeT in that jjart .of India ; the5' w'itb- 
ifjfflflBW the Company’s ' garrisons out of all 
;|imphst8 and strong holds of the Car- 
; they declined to receive the am- 
^WbtesBdot'S from fpreign courts, and re- 
^^itted theoa ttp the nabob of*^^ : they 
'^'leil upen^w^ totally desgi^ed, t^'u 
i«.nrt!eiMRiilfftfac i Mmi.t^ nv^e‘kiBg JjJJjin- 
, •elAu’pfcafflerSlf*^ country to the 

;#jnMHiBtoffivemiili<n» 8ter]ii%, one after 
nabob’s name, but with 
^j&ypsh-foseer'and bfought into a mise* 
XfflHe aeimtiide all the princes and great 


‘ independant nobility of a vast country. 
' 111 pro|>ortion to tlj^ese treasons and viu- 
' lenves, which ruined the people, the fund 
* of the nabob's debt grew and flourished.’ 
And let not the whole odium of these mea¬ 
sures fail upon the creditors, to the cxciu* 
sioii of his highness : they were in perfect 
concordance with the feelings and wishes 
of his mind. U|>oii this subject let us 
again hear what Mr. Burke has said. 
‘ But the gentlemen on the other side, of 
‘ the house know as well as I do, and they 
' dare not contradict me, that the nabob 
' of Arcot and his creditors are not adver- 
' sm'ies but collusive parties, and that (he 
'whole transaction is under a false colour 
' and false names. The stiuggic is not, 
' nor ever has bct.n, between ilieir rapacity 
‘ and his hoarded ru hes : no ; it is be- 
c‘ tween bini and them coiutuning and con- 
V feileralitig on one side, and the public 
' revenues and the miserable inhabitants 
‘ of a ruined country on the other ; these 
' are the real plaintills and the real defen- 
‘ dunts in-the suit. Refusing a shilling 
‘ from his hoards for the satisfaction of any 
‘ demand, the nabob of Arcot is alwa5^s 
' ready, nay he earnestly, and with eager- 
‘ m!ss and passion, contends, for delivering 
' uj) to these pretended creditors his terri- 
‘ tory and subjects. It is, therefore, not 
‘ from treasuries and mines, but from the 
‘ food of your unpaid armies, from the 
‘ blood withheld from the veins and whip- 
‘ ped out of the backs of the most mise- 
‘ rable of men, that we arc to pamper 
‘ extoilion, usury, and peculation.’ But 
the most wretched of the consequences 
which resulted from the infatuated coun¬ 
sels and intrigues of Mahomed Ally, 
'^Avas the sanguinary warfare w'ilh Hyder 
XI ly; and which the honourable ba¬ 
ronet '(sir T. Turton) has most errone¬ 
ously charged as one of the crimes of the 
Company’s government towards Mahomed 
Ally, as if hi# intrigues had not been the 
prii^cipal cause of that calamity. (Sir T. 
Turton herp rose and appealed to the house 
whether he had made use of this expres¬ 
sion.) Mr. Loshington resumed :—Sir, if I 
h^v^iis-statcd the observations of the hon. 
baronet, I sincerely bS^ his pardon; but 
wbqsi the house considers the length of 
that hon. baronet’s speech (more than tour 
‘ urs), it is as probable that he should 
have forgot some expressions of it as that 
, I should ; certain however'1 am, that the 
statement which I have made was the im¬ 
pression which this part of his sjpKiech left: 
upon tny mind ; and the ||eaeral itpprea* 
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sion which his speech made upon me was artney’s conduct and seiitiifieliUi' ill' 
this, that under the gvise of a meretricious to Mahomed Ally and the Cvtta^ty, 
sensibility, he was the pander to the most I will not trespass upon the tidw of’- 
licentious system of corruption and misrtfle house, fr weaken tne foree imp his drjill- 
that ever disgraced the name and autho- merits, |>y any farther references^ ‘ 

rity of this country. Sir, my opinion that period. J shall advance in my stateiSl8ld&, 
the invasion of.Hyder Ally was ill a great to the year 1787, when our connecthiilif 
measure attributable to Mahomed Ally’s with Mahomed Ally assumed a more d8li>' 
councils, is derived from Mr. Burke, and I nite shape. In that year shr A. Cainpheli 
shall here read that passage of his works to entered into a treaty with the nabob, pfi- 
the house. ‘ from tliat time forward a Conti- scri bing in explicit terms the duties of the 
‘ nued plot was carried on within the divan, two conti-acting parties. The Corapatty'’ 

* black and white, of the nabob of Arcot, was solely intrusted with the military de«i 
‘ for the destruction of Hyder Ally. When fence of the Carnatic, and the protection^ 

‘ at length llyder Ally round that he [^ad of the iialiob from all his enemies. ThA 
' to do with men who were the determined nabob was bound to provide from the t»r, 

‘ etieiniisof iiurnan intercourse itself, he venues an annual subsidy of nine lacsti^ 

‘ decreed to make the Carnatic an everla.st- pagodas, to be paid to the Company, aiid^ 

‘ ing monument of his vengeance; then twelve lacs on account of his creditom;' 

ensued a scene of woe the like of w'hichi and to put a stop lo those misebiefs which 
' no c} e hail si-cn, no heart conceived, and, had arisen from ins intrigues and emissd-t' 

‘ which no tonyue can adequately tell; all ries in the courts of native states in Indtftji'- 
‘ the horrors of war before known or heard a clause was expressly introduced as fol-' 
‘of wi:re mercy to that new havoc.’ I lows; ‘His highness will not enter info' 
will not wound the feelings of.this house ‘ any Mhffbal negotiations or controversies 
by quoting this de.scription more at large; ‘ witwany state or power withoqjt the c<Mti»' 
but 1 can assure them, from personal ob- ‘ .^en.l or approbation of the president ih 
servation, and from the sad tale.s of some ‘ coulcil of Fort St. (ieorge.’ From this 
who survived the plagues of war and fa- peri™ until 1790, Mahomed Ally held th^ 
niine, that thi.s is not the language of Carjfatic under this treaty; at that time 
poetiy or fiction; it i.s a real picture loro Cornwallis engaged in the war againit 
of the most dreadful series of niisfortunes Tipfmo Sultan, and at the close of* it restmr^ 
that ever alllicted mankind. And what ed thcfcoiintry to the nabob, subject to die' 
was the conduct of the nabob of Arcot, conditions of the, treaty of 1792, which ^ 
whilst this hurricane of misery was raging ? now the object of our deliberation. With 
Did any conipnnctious feelings of consci- the permission of the house, I will read ' 
ence for the evils which he had brought the preamble of that treaty, as the belt' 
upon bis people, protlucc any change in explanation o^irJd Cornwallis’s intentions’' 
his infatuated counsels ? Did he shew in makin g it.l * Whereas a^ertam engage* 
any disposition to repair his former wick- ‘ ment was entered into between the hoik' 
edncs.s, or to repose in sincere alliance and A Faiglish East India Company and 
confidence upon the Coinpany’.s governs ‘ highness the nawaub of the Carnatkty 
mciit? The opportunity of returmng lo ‘beaming date 2-tth February 1787, fiV 
a better estimation of his duties and into- * the purpose of cementing an everlastiitg^! 
^•ests was peculiarly favourable, for the * friendship with each other, and of com 
nobleman who then administered that go- ‘ tributing mutually towards the de^ntS 
verriment would have upheld him in every ‘ of the Carnatic and countries .dependwt;^ 
wise and virtuous resolution; thi|, however, ‘ thereifn ; whereby itAwas stipulated thu|(', 
did not consist with his highness’s views. ‘ the said Company should maintain' W 
In an hour of alarm he^ad consented to ‘ military force, ayd that the said nnwae^'; 
transfer the manageuf^t of his coutitry ‘ should pay annually a certain sutlt”i^: 
to lord Macartnej^ DHfhe soon removed ‘ money arising from ifee revenues of 
•every claim of merit founded upon .(his ‘ C^na^«r 3 nfl should furnish sufiicienfni^^., 
concession, by a system of counteractira l^satll^ctory'Stturity, ’under certem'efiiil»> , 
that obstructed much of that benefit whi^*' ‘ ditiotu expres^tf in tj uBi^aid eng igeiBdlidi^ 
had otherwise been, derived from it. Sir, ‘ fertile regular patililent OT ' SSt f TO m i Hp li # 
my hon. friend (colonel Allan) who s|^kc ‘ lated to th^said Company f and 
from this side of the bouse in the former ‘ it , appears by the representatic^ df 
nighfa d’Htate, traced with so much aecu- ‘ said nawaub, thah the resoorcis'ofi'th^* : 
riK^ wd abiKt^the courso of lord Mac- ' Cgpiatie are not competent; 
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* td‘perform the stipulations in the said en- in the following words; ' In consequence 
' gsfgement; and whereas jt further ap- ‘ of this double gatpe, all the ter-ritorial 
‘•pears that the security which the said * revenues have, at one time or other, been 
‘ nawaub agreed in the abuvemtntioncd • covered by those locusts the English 

* engagement to furnish for the di|e pay- ‘ soucai-s ; not one single loot of the Car- 

* ihent of the stipulated sum to the Com- ' natic has escaped them, a territory as 
‘ pany, is in its nature inadequate to the ' large as England. During these opera- 

* end intended; wherefore the engage- ‘ tions, what a scene has that country pie- 
' ment afpresaid shall iieuccforth be con- ' seiited ! The usurious European assignee 
' sidered by tlie contracting parlies as an- ' supersedes the nabob’s native farmer of 

* nulled, and in lieu thereof the following ‘ the revenues, the fanner flics to the na- 

‘ articles agreed to,' From tin’s preamble ‘ bob’s presence to claim his bargain, 
to the treaty of 17i)2, it will be seen, that ‘ whilst his servants murmur for wages and 
in forming-a new treaty with IMahoiind 'his soldiers mutiny for pay ; tin: mort- 
Ally, lord Cornwallis had two principal ‘ g;^e to tlie European assignee is then 
Objects in view'; first, the generous one of ‘ resumed, and the native farmer replaced, 
relieving the nabob troni a payment wliich ‘ again to lie removed on the new' clamour 
he believed bnrthensome to him, and his ‘of the Europi an assignee. Evciy man 
lordship accordingly retiuced Ins aiymal ‘ of rank and landed linlune being long 
payments from twenty-one to fifteen lacs since extinguished, the remaining niisc- 
oi sicca pagodas; secondly, to olitain a ‘ rable last cultivator, who grows to the 
real security for the ])ayment of the sub- ‘ soil, after having his hack scored by the 
sidy to the Company iii all time to come. ‘ farmer, has it again flayed hy the whip 
The security provided was the mortgage ‘ of the assignee, and is thus by a ravenous, 
of particular distiicts, which t^nv,,to be ‘ because a^short-lived,succ<;ssioii of claim- 
taken by^lhe Company in the evAu of ‘ ants, lashed from oppressor to oppressor, 
failure; and that these districts migll. not ‘whilst a single drop of blood is left as 
be injured by that system of e.Ktortioij an'd ‘ the means of extorting a single grain of 
usury by which the people had bcAi so ‘ corn. Do not think I paint; far, very 
cruelly oppressed, and the CarnatiA so * far from it; I do not reach the fact, nor 
much exhiiusted, it was stipulated hiat ‘ approach to it ; men of respectable coii- 
bis highness should not, on any account, ‘ dition, men etjual to your substantial 
grant tuiikaws, and in order to render tlie ‘ English yeomen, are daily tied up and 
breach ofthis part ol'tlic treaty more im[)ro- ‘.scourged to answer the ninltiplied de- 
bable and ditlicuit,it was further stipulated, ‘ mands of various contending and contra- 
that any tunkaws which might be granted ‘ dictory titles, all issuing from one and the 
vbould become void, in event of the di.s- ‘ .same .source Tyraiiiions exaetjon bring.s 
tricts coming into the (’oRiljyany’s hands ; ‘ on servile cunci;ahuenl, and that again 

tbu8pruvidinga^douhles«cui«Y against (he ‘calls forth tyrannous coercion; they 
violation of this*article of the fi’Saty : the ‘ move in a circle, luulually producing and 
firstpart of the clause pledging the nabob’s‘t‘ produced; till at lenglli nothing of liu- 
fiuth as our ally,the la.st part operating on \maiiity is left in the government; no 
the fears of the money-lenders. The iyi- ' trait 6f integrity, spirit, or manliness, in 
portaiice which lord Cornwallis attached ‘ the pebple.’ It was under impre.ssions 
-to the security provided by the clause of such as are here described, that lord Corn- 
tfte treaty here alluded to, and to the pre- wallis had written to the court of directors 
tiervation of that security from acts of in- in the year 1790, in the terms quoted by 
|Bry and waste, is ^uflicicntly shar.vii by my honourable friend (colonel Allan) in 
the relinquishment of six lacs of pagodas the former debate; and after two years 
d^nually. This large cession had been further experience and local observation 
'twjustinable on any other pound, but if of tltj state of the^C-^natic, lord Coinwal- 
■tbe nabob had fullilicd this part of the its determined to reliiiip^ish six lacs of pa- 
Ctcaty it had been well bcaHtwed. The god^ annually to the nabob, without ac- 
eiils wbicb.bad arisen froia^ifis syWtjlW .cimring any other concession for the Com- 
part times wer e well k nd^^to lor d Co^ n-tlian the following clauses, intended 
vjrallia,' mind anflTCsly to put an end to that clandestihe influence 

‘tiesired to prevent the possibility of their whiah the worst Europeans had so long 
*lrecfurr«D(%. We know what a scene the exercised at the durbar, and the right to 
■^rinatic nad presentei^duriog these opera- collectihe puligar tribute atthe Qtmpany’s 

they bad befn described by l^ke own expence and risk. «ln consequence 
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* of this measure, whereby ttie districts 
‘ mentiutieJ in tlie sc|)edule No. ,2, become 

* responsible for any urreans that may ac- 
‘ crue in the payment vf ihe above stipn- 
' lated kists, the said nawaub agrees that 
' he will not grunt tuiikaws or assigiimtuts 
‘ on any accopiu on tlje revenues ihercol'; 

* and if, contrary lo this condition, any 
" tunkuws or assignments should exist when 
' tlic said (lisi.ri<;rii! or any oF tiiein shall be 
' ussinned bytlie said Comjtany, such tun- 
' kaws or assignments shall be declared by 
' the said Company and the said nawaub 
‘ to be, of no value, nor shall they^ reinain 
' in cllLct/ It appears to me quite evi¬ 
dent, as 1 have already^ stated, that thi in¬ 
tention of lord Cornwallis in framing this 
clause was, first to bind the faith of the 
nahoh against the hreach of it, and second¬ 
ly to operate upon the fears of the tuiij 
kliadars, so as to restrain them from en- 
ronragiiig ihe'iiahob to the secret violation 
of it. i>ut the men who had established 
an usurious connection at the durbar, saw 
from the moment that the trcqty of 1792 
was published, that the faithful execution 
ot tliciC clauses would destroy their profit, 
by' putting an end to that secret inllucnce 
whii h liad so long alienated the nabob’s 
coiiliileiiie J[i(>in the. local goveniineot eif 
the Coiiipaiiv, and precluded the possinility 
of any relorm in his administration : it 
was therefore suggested to the nabob, 
that as the t lause cuntuined a specific 
penalty whirh atiached only upon the 
money-lend(>r, his highness might break 
his failh with the ('ompany without fear 
of any evil consequence to himself; and 
as he liad always contended with eagerness 
and passion lor delivering up to bis pre¬ 
tended creditors his territories and hi^ 
subjects, he again indulged in this inveti^l 
rate habit. The calamitous pnVccss of 
tbese tunkaws lias be,eu most ably and 
minutely described by lord Hobart, who 
was continually embroiled with the durbar 
and its agents on account of the breach of 
this part of the treaty. Wlioevcr has 
read the minute and the letter of lord 
Hobart to ttic court of^rectors, dated 13th 
September 1792, wiJ^recollect, thal lord 
Hobart regard^^he' grunting of th«se 
tunkaws by the nabob as a fundamental 



sonal knowledge when I say, that all the 
best servants of the Company eaiertained 
the sajae opinion; and we know that the 
government ut home and the court of di- 
Yot. XJ. ' 


rectors; fill I jf concurred in this couchisinil,; ? 
as appears from many of their Ji^'*’ 
patches, and particularly the, IblloViqitgi' 
dated Jth June 1799, to the goverojnbnt 
of fortJSt. Ccorge. ‘ Wi? have .been.ijifj? , 

‘ vised by the carl of Morningion, that • 
' nabob continues to oppose a determine^ 

' resolution to the modilication of the treaf 
‘ ty of 1792, which has been repcaied|y 
‘ proposed to lam. At the same time we - 
‘ observe that his highness has distinctly 
‘ acknowledged that he is in the practicf 
‘ of raising money annually by assignuienhl. 

‘ of the revenues of those districts which 
‘ form the security for the payment of thie 
' Company’s subsidy^. As this practice is 
' unquestionably contrary to the letter* 

' and subversive of the spirit, of that trea* 

‘ ty^we direct, that immediately'upon thi? 

' receipt hereof you adopt the necessary 
' measures for taking possession in th'^ 

‘ name of the Company of the whole qf 
' ail}' part of the said districts, the revent;^ 

‘ of which .shall appear to be so assigned ; 

' andA'‘.5i>you continue to hold the same* 
ani^jllcct the rents thereof, in order that 
Ij, I Company may not in fuiftre be df*- 
irwed of the only security which they 
pcJscss under the before-mentioned trea- 
to answer any Vailurc in the nabob in 
c discharge of his subsidy : you W'ill 
' immediately commimiuate U> the nabob' 

‘ tlioaleti'rniimition we have come to, aud 
‘the orders you have received relative. k> 

‘ this point.’ 1 have entered into this dfia- 
tail to .shew, that the interpretation subse¬ 
quently put u|)oii thi.s article of the treaty 
(and the covaiict of Oiudut ul Omrab i|) 
regard to it^wy marquis WVIlesley and oy 
lord CliT«?,Ava.s not an Jlbitrary of ha^ty 
coastructioi) of those noble lords; but tbgt 
it was the impartial com nrring judgment 
ot* 'die Compan5'’s best servanis at fort 3);. 
George, of lord Hobart, of the court ol‘ di' 
rectors, and of the board of coutfonl,,fi>r.n 
period of 7 years. If, therefore, the ar¬ 
rangement niade with Azeem ul I^wiab 
upon^be death of Oradul ul Omrali, mid. 
the absolute rei'usal of Ally Hussein, 
give the Company a security against,• 
luture breach of the treaty ol 1792,,b^ 
rested on this ground alone, 1 should 

% 1 ,iJ. - _* li*. 
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diat it was warranted by 
of the iiistioicrions tr^ 
lourt of directors to 
that 

country s^iould not be restored to: ]ti» 
nabob "in the event of war, until a, better 
arrangeruent could be mailo ifith bint)<|. 
that it was justilwa by tha law 
. 3 E ' 
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and the duties of hunuttnit^r to our fellow- by a gross calumny against the British 
creatures.—But the house know that the government, his ally, were not made in 
arrangement made with Azcem ul Dowlaii, the presence of lord Cornwallis and sir 
is supported a^.so upon other grounds: I Win. Medows, nor was any part of the 
mean of course the treacherous itcorres- correspondence communicated to either of 
pondence discovered at 8eringapatain, them. The instance to which I allude, is 
coupled with the embarrassments opposcil where Wullajah speaks of tke war under¬ 
by themabob to the collection and move- taken by lord Cornwallis against Tijipoo 

• our supplies during the. last war sultan in the year 17H0. Wallajah knew 
with'Iippoo. 1 shall now briefly examine perfectly well that lord Cornwallis had 
that evidence. Tliis f>art ot the ipiestion engaged in t hat war from the generous 
has already received a very ample discus- resolution of protecting our helpless ally 
kiou in India, where every argument and the rajah of Travancore ; and yet Walla- 
objection could bo best felt and appre- ja!i tolls Tippoo .Sultan’s vakeels, ^ May 
Ciated. It lias beeaicaretully investigated ‘ Cpd long preserve Tippoo .Sultan, who 
by men possessed oi that knowledge of * is the pillar of the religion of Mahomed 1 
the Eastern languages and manners, which ‘ Night and day I used to be absolved in 
rendered them peculiarly fitted for this ‘ this contemplation, and to pray for his 
trust; men whose characters were never ‘ highness's prosperity j 1 call Cod to 
tainted by the breath ot*>ilander until the f witness this fact, because the corife- 
hon. baronet delivered his speecli in llio f deracy of their allies was for tlio sub- 
ibrmer debate ; and who, tar from cleserv- ‘ version of the Maliomedan religion. It 
ing such treatment, arc entitled, for their ‘ is solely to be attributed to the itivine 
public honour and public usefulness, to ‘ goodness, that the prayers of us sin- 
tbe protection and applause of fittssbouse. ‘ ners have- been accepted ; believe it 

' '.The right hoii. member who spoke SM'ond ‘true that I from my heart desire the 
in this debate on a former night, doJiAred ‘ welfare of the sultan? Three days af- 

* his sentiments with so much perspi/jity terwards, when lord Cornwallis and sir 
and judgment upon ,the nature ofVhis W. Medows were present with the vakeels, 
evidence, that I shall confine my renuYks Wallajah took occasion to observe, * (hat 
to those imjn’cssions which local know- ‘ wc (the vakeel.>,) consulcreil him to have 
ledge, and a tolerable ac<|uaintance with ‘ been an enemy ; whereas he declared 
Persiaji correspondence, have Miggesftil to ‘ in the presenee of (Jod that he was not, 
me during the examination of it. In do- ‘ and is not; iliat on (ho contrary ho was 
liig so, I shall follow the order in which ' a friend and well-wisher ; and that ho 
tho correspondence is rerordetlnot imi- ‘ liad opposed the breach between Vour 
fating the example of the lion, baronet, ‘ iii.ijesty and the allied states to such a 
who in purauit ot his purj^ei of throwing ‘ degree, that every one ilecidod in his 

, S'ridicule upoA tins evidenci^thought fit ‘own mind that inwardly your majesty 
to postpone the burden of cxaniining the ‘ and his liiglmess were one; and he de- 
cypher Jwhich he knew^ to be the docu- ^sired us to a^k lord Cornwallis and sir 
.ttient ot (he (nost hostile tendency, and Medows, who were present, w'hcfher 

essentially necessary to give the \ri»e ‘ he said’true or not.’ Every person ac- 
meaning of certain passages in other let- quainted with the situation of Wallajah, 
tj^s) until he had slurred over all the other knows that ho jlid oppose the war, and the 
, ddbui^ents. Iri examining tlie hrst nuin- cause of that opposition. Wc know he 
ber^ 1 ain reminded^ that the honourable feared, if war did take piaci*, that lord 
dir^or, in adverting to tliis evidence, Cornwallis .would be necessitated to as- 
Msted that nothing could be more unjust sume the temporary possession of the 
rain ttJ attach any imputation upon the Carnatic;' and rather than this should 
cn^acter or truth of Wallajah or Omdut happen, Wallajah^ f; perfectly willing 
- ol. Omi*ah on account of this correspond- arftl anxious that th'e rajlifc, of Travancore, 
^Kee, since the parts rcgarifed..-s^' ninst^ like [ininself a helpless ally of our govern- 
obnoxtorfs were comniunicau,#^! th?'^e. ^cvY, should .be abandoned by th- British 
of lonl William goTCrnment to the violence of Tippoo. 

Medows. TWryKTscTWSifi to me that the Let those who are acquainted with the 
IHWotwable director has not accurately mind W lord Cornwallis judge what would 
e*^med,this correspondence. Those have been his feelings, 'if W’allajah had 
piWftssions where WaUajah attempts to told the vakeels of Tippoo in his kffUship’s 
wb(e oimself in the estimation of I'ippoo presence, that he had attacked theiv 

* ) 
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master, not in defence of tbe rajnb oCTra- a 8 up|Kisition in the mind of « person-j^ 
vancore, but to subvert the Maliomedan norant of eastern manners and langua^S 
religion. This communication was how- is tlie word ‘ring;’ but as a. ring is no 
ever made by Wallajah, but to tlfe vakeels used id eastern marriages, it can have nt 
in secret, not in the presence or with the rcfcrerjbe to that cercinmty. Rejecting 
knowledge of lord Cornwallis; far there- therefore this absurd, irrational propo» 
fort' from euiwiideriiig the oliensive nature tion, which is directly contradicted by th| 
of the first speech to the vakeels on the evidence of the vakeels, and all the cir 
lOth of June, as done away by that made tumstances so forcibly stated 63 ’ the righ 
. in the presence of lord Cornwallis on the lion. gent. (Mr. Wallace) in the forme 
i:tth ot June, or that any part of the cri- debate, I must look for a ciiflierent expla 
minality of the whole of this correspond- nation of the intention of this cypher 
cncc is explained by 0113 " communication Upon the fir'.t view of this document; tb 
that look place with the knowledge, of opprobrious terms in which tho three al 
lord Cornwallis, it appeans to me that the lie.s arc* designated, cannot fait to strife 
reference made to lord Cornwallis anil gc- attention; 1^01 it has still been a-sserted: t 
ncral Medows in the pre.sence of tlie be so limited as to preclude the use of-i 
vakeels, was one of those studied coniri- in an 3 ’ matter of policy or secrecy. Tlii 
vance.s in which his highnc.s.s was so for- assertion made a due impression upon mi 
tile, and by which he endeavoured to gan^ when 1 first heard it; and 1 felt it mij 
by general profossioiis of friendship fqj- duty to put it to the, test by compo.sing ’1 
Tippoo in the*hcaring of lord Cornwallis, letter that should desciibe an atrocious in 
the contidence of the vakeels in his pro- leiition (.such as the massacre at Vellore) 
vious defamation of his lord'hip’s motives and then endeavuur to render it into th< 
for entering into the war. lii the few rc- iangiipj,eV)f this cypher, so that it woujt 
marks which the hon. baronet bestowed lx? lyintclligible to a person not pos-sesset 
upon the cypher, he declared that the use of;!, and ca.sily umh'i-.tood by a pcrsoi 
of such instruments was a c-ummon occur- liav.lig the cyplier. i can assure the hon 
iciice. in India; and (hat it was imj»osi.ihle gen/, oppo..i‘te that. I found no difficultji 
to conceive a cypher like this, so simple wlwtever in applying this cypher in thn 
and limited in its expressions, capable of mAincn*, and further that thissortofipe- 
being intended or used for any treacherou.s Uiphorical cypher best coricsponds w’iUi 
or hostile purpose. 1 r:ertainly difier en- the genius and character of the' people, 
tircly from the hon. baronet in bis opinion file next document which was partictit* 
of llio iVocpient use of cyphers of tins dc- laily objected to by the hon. baronet was, 
scriptioii in India ; in the afiliirs of private the (ransl.ition ol a copy of a fottor ;oi 
life such instruments never are used, ami Tippoo .Sultan to Wallajah, in which some 
even ill political transactions the use of a ol ihe ternis^vd actn<dly used. The hon. 
C 3 ’^pher is a ver 3 ’ rare oceurn.nce. But baronet ai-kel, as this wa,s 0 * 13 ' a copy of a 
the hon. baronet would prove nothing .b 3 ’ letter, ‘ ttno could say that the original 
proving the use of such C 3 ’phers in poJij^' ‘ was ever sent? it might have been com- 
tical corrc.sponde.iice ill India, because Wdrf- ‘ io.scd , 113 ^ Tippoo for aniusenpmt, and 
lajah and Oindut id Ouirali were* wisely ' lioftoiirable mcniber.s in tlii.s house lyeR 
interdicted by the irt-aty of 179‘i {a.s they ‘know that tlicm.selves sometimes com* 
had been by the treaty of 1787) from ‘ posgd letteis which they did not after?^ 
‘ entering into any'neguciatioiis or political ‘wards send.’ Sir, when 1 recollect 
* curre,spoud(:iice with any European or manner and the place where this letter was- 
‘ native powers without the consent of the tbund* that it was discovered in the olRgd. 
‘ said Cuiiipaiiy.’ It has, hovvever, been of Tippoo Sultan, and when I recollect 
suggested, that this c^her was intended remarkable regularity of the sultan.;f;il 
to conduct a marrys^oetween ihef'aini- matters of business, 1 cannot subscribe 
^ lies of Tippoo Wallajah. I will iiHit the puerile idea ot the hon. baronet, 

* detain tlie house by going into all tb&rea* this lettgf^Ulight have been composed fiy;., 
soning founded upon otlier parts otyhe^ yaini|^cmciit'.-,^j^’he honourable baronet, aiidl; 
evidence, written and oral, to shew niV others of u.s, invy*writ^ettefs, or compip|^ 
absurdity of this .proposition ; but I will speeches inieiidvXi-rf^swtijslivstnd wbife^Oi' 
state plainly upon a view of the cypher we have niEopportunity of spewing; b^l;' 
itself, the utter impossibility of applying in affairs of state, when I find in an olfic^:., 
it to 'any purpose of marriage. The only of state a copy of letter senC I canaot.- 
expression in if which might lead to such reconcile to iny nund the absuifdit/ dii* 
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nyiWg al) credit to it because it might not cealmcnt of his purpose from lord WelIes-> 
haitg' been sent. Tiiis sort of objection ley’s discernment. eThe hon. baroiie.t 
ih4y be very proper in a court ctf law; treated with a considerable degree of ridi- 
bnl I trust that ^hose who have tcl guard cule, ' a translation of a note written with 
the safety ’ of this cf)untry from Ibreign ‘ a pencil upon a half-sheet of [K».«t-paper, 
tt'eachei-y, will not wait for this sort of evi- ‘ with an envelope of English paper, by his 
d'ence before they act against impending • highness Omdut ul Oinrah, apparently 
d?ing;ep. The ohjection made by the hon. ' addre.ssed to (iholara Ally khan.’ Tins 
baronet to the next number was, I think, letter, though signed Gholaiii Hussein, 

' of h nature c(]uaily uiire.isonable. It is a was imputed to Omdut ui Omrah, and 
tVanslation (»facopyofa letler fromTippoo without any evidence was assigned to Gho- 
Suitan to Omdut uf Omrah, tlie nabob of lam Ally khan. These ol>je(:tions of the 
the (^arn.ific , and as (his letter is dated hon. baronet’s arc carefully removed : 
29th November l7'»iJ, when Omdut iil Omdut iil Omrah often .signed the name of 
Oinrah wa« not n.ibob of the (farnatic, Ghojam llussein to his ietlevs, and fre- 
thiS circunisiance made the letter look to (|ueiitly made use of English paper and a 
. the honouraliic baronet like a forgery, jieiicil. I have myself received a letter of 
'The hon. baronet vlweit very largely upon this ilescripiion from iiim ; and Mr. Ed- 
this point; but divested of all the inflated monstone, the traioinor, than whom per- 
laftgiiage in wliich lie re|^resented it, the h ips there never was a gentleman in India 
matter is very simjile. The title given to more skdfnl in Persian writing, knew Oni> 
Tippoo Sultan and Omdut ul Omrah, is pro- dut ut Onirah’.s hand-w riling perfectly 
bably not one tenth part of the original well. In regard to the letter being appa- 
Persiaii title; the title must he regarded rently addressed to Gliolnm .AMy khan, it 
as (he arbitrary act of the trarisfatob! who is almost impossible to assign it to any 
'-did not ehi’se t<» waste hjs time in titiiis- oiher j»er.son. From the contents of ilie 
lating all the iion.sense of llicse titles letter, it was cordially addressed toa.syeed 

knowing that Oiiulnt ul Omrah was n^bob in the confidcnee of Onulut iil Oinrah, 
of the Carnatic at thc«time he was trans- about the poreon of Tipjioo, and connected 
kiting the letter, he g4ave him the t^lc with Ally Riiiza Cavvn : such w^is Gliolani 
which he then posse-ssed : such is the ob- Ally’s situation; he was a syeed, and 
Vious solution of this great mystery. The hud been with Ally Rizza, the chanm l of 
next letter which I sludl notice is No. 11 ; connnimiration between Omdut iil Onirali 
it is from the vakeels of 'J'ippoo to their and Tippoo, and was still at Seringapa- 
nja.ster, where Omdut ul (Jinrah says : tatn. The last letter which J .shall notice 

* You will give riiy respectful compliments is one written by Omdut ul Omrab 

* by way of remembrance to his majesty, to (iholam Ally khan, in the year 1797, 

* and inform him that he dTiTjX consider me when he was nabob of the Carnatic. To 
_ * from my heart attached to hil(v ‘^and ihat. this letter and the contents of it the lion, 

f please God, at a proper occasion, m y fi- baronet objected, as being of the most ti i- 

* delity towards him sliall be made inani- nature; and in regard to the comriiti- 
^fest to hnn.’ Sir, I am dispo.sed in the iimatioi|8 alluded to in it as having been 
ejraittinationofthiscoiTcspondcnceto make made by two of Tippoo’s agents, Maho- 
thb largest allowance for the exaggerated med Ghauss, and Mahomed Ghosc khan, 
professions of friendship which the native.s, ‘it was nut possible to consider that 
and pcitu-ularly the princes, of India, arc ‘ they could b,e charged with any com- 
lirthe habit of making to each other ; but ' munications hostile to the Rritish goverri- 
whan those professions are accompanied * raent, being men of low rank and cha- 
byj actioas, we can no longer doubt the ‘ racter.’ I am perfectly aware that these 

. t^ncerity of the intentiiyi. I remember men ^were very <li|[erent in their qua- 
what anxiety the British government suf- lities ami dignity fr(»K;Ghn^m Ally khan 
from the treac/»erous conduct of Cm- aifd Rizza Ally khan ;Jht icontend that, 
<fatul Omrah. in promising moiMss ^hicb the^iad enough of both lor any purpose 
Se afterwards withheld, and^^f^ the bo,s-^ i^jf treachery or violence against us. , This 
tWe obstructionsny^sa^ws to our sup- is Resort of person generally employed in 
piiiBs in the'IWfagainsf uippoo in 1799 ; India upon such occasions ; and as a proof 
dtid I do firmly believe that 1ft did then that ^ch is the custom, 1 will here read to 
fiilfil the professions which he had made in the house a passage from Orme’s history 
179^ to the sultan to <he utmost limit of very applicable to this questiont^ Orme 
kispower, comistent with the prudent con> says: * The secrets of the j^inces of Hin- 



• fiostan are very difficult to be disco- 

* vered : in atlairs of aonsequeiice nothing 
‘ except in the most equivocal terms is ever 

• given by them in writing; and whenever 

* tile matter is of great importance or iiii- 
‘ quity, it is trusted to a messenger, a man 
‘ of low' rank a«d great cunning, tvho bears 
‘ a letter of reeoininendation testifying 
‘ tliat he is to be trusted in all he says ; so 
‘ iridctiiiile a eonimissioii reserves to the 
‘ lord who gives it the resource of liisa- 
‘ vowing the transaction of liis agent, and 
' this he never fails to do whenever the ini- 
‘ quity is discovered.’ Deriving iry know¬ 
ledge of India from this pure authority, 
aiiil I'roiii a loi aJ residence oJ eleven years, 

I deem it my duty to .stale to tile house, 
liiat I reg-.ird this corre.spondenee as the 
evitlence ol'a troaelKTous spirit ofhostiiitj' 
oil tin- p.\rt of VN'allajidi and Omdiit uW 
Omrdi ; and ^far from being surprizeik 
tliat the proof is not id'that nature to .satisfy 
llie inleresterl feelings of the partis-ns of 
i!io.se naljol's, or the iloiihlriig iiiinds of 
some few oi ihe gi iitieiiieii opjMisite, J aiii 
rather surprised that so inucli has lieeii di.s- 
covered in writing ; for I must repeat 
upon iiiy own kiiowleilgc, what I have 
already stated upon (he aiiiiiorily of Ornie, 
that in matters of great iniquity seldom i.s 
any thing etiinmitted liy liie natives of 
India to writing ; they thoroughly oiuler- 
staiid the ails oi verbal prevarication ; in 
the- ex.iniiiiation of a wiiiies.s, so little does 
he regard the liulli, thni he will vary his 
testimony according to his feeling.s and 
iiiteir..sts, and according to the impression 
which lie thinks his iirsl assertion may 
have made npon v'ou. 'I'lic expirsnre of 
his veihal coniradictions he scarctdy re¬ 
gards, and never eoii.siders hi.s ca.se htijn;-/ 
Jess until a ilocumeni. ajipoars against hiiif. 
in this case i am s.itisfieil from the evi- 
tlence in writing, coiinectetl with what I 
know of the eoiiduct ofOindnt ul Omrah 
during the war against 'l’ip[ioo, that he 
had clierished the counsels and intentions 
of I hat prince, defamed the tjiaracter of 
our alliance, and liad violated the letter 
and .spirit of the treat^of fot^pur- 

jjo.ses lio-tiie to ou^fhterest.s and sccuritv. 
It has b en coii^ttmed ihal, although tAe 
hostile conduct of Wallajah and (Jwdut 
ul Omrah had forfeiu-d their riglit to\he, 
Company’s protection, yet Ally Ilussi'n, 
the innocent heir of the latter, not liaving 
partaken in iu.s guilt, ought not to *iiavc 
smfiered for it. Sir, 1 adl sure no- person 
conld ft® more sincerely than lord Clive 
for the necessity which called upon him to 


act against Ally Hussein j and the whoshfi^t^ 
of the proceedings upon your tal>le she^,!; 
how anxiously and humanely that nob^,.. '^ 
lord entjjeavoured to preserve to Ally Hu^ ' 
sein a litiiation of affiuence anti dignity. 

Hut loni Clive was not at liberty to intrust, 
the rights and security of the Coinpanv ia. ■ 
the Carnatic to those very ministers who - 
had been the counsellors of Omdut ul,- 
Omrah, and were the guardians of Ally. 
Hussein ; and therefore he exercised that 
which is tJie right and duty of nations, to 
call upon tlic .soil to repair the mischief of 
the father. The extract which 1 hold in 
my hanci^ written by iMr. Domat upon the- 
puhhe Jaw of nations, appears to me un> 
ansueruhle upon tiii.s point, and i shall 
vv itli the leave of the house read il to them. 

‘ Aii^ hi^r or successor, from the very ciis- 
‘ fiiriistaiice of liA pos.ses.siiig ihc iniieri- 
‘ taiice, is not only hound for the eiigagfr- 
‘ merits ofliie person viiiDin lie sncccfds, 

‘ hot cnmioi he discharged tioni the obli- 
‘ gatioii which the de ceased may have 
‘ occa«oii?d liy his crimes or <tllence.s, 

‘ nei-|ier uiidi'f tlui prelext that J'le derives 
‘ nofieiidit from their crimes or otleiices, 

‘ iioijhei jiise there in.iy h ive heen no ac- 
‘ eiisation or t ondenyiation against the de* 

‘ ceased, h’or though the oflence or in- 
‘ jifry eoinmitted hy the deceased were of 
‘ sucii a rial ore as never to have yielded 
‘ any* positive piofil to hiiiisidf, yet the. 

' heir or Slicee.ssor, as lie reaps advantages 
‘ hy the iiiliei nance, is bound for the re* 

‘ paralioii of the d tmagi'S occasioned hy 
‘ the olli'iKeofihe person to W'ho.se posses- 
• sions lu- suiy;e«!ils.’ —Having tlm.s .shortly 
•stated to ihe^ioiise my oyiition.s upon the 
evidence',“tounded upon a lolciahle know'- 
ledge of IVr.sian corrc.spoiidetiee, 1 liav'e 
no iiesilaiinii m giving it as the onlHassed 
feeling of my mind, that lord Wellesley 
and lord Clive would have deserved the 
reproar lics of this country, if, know.iig as 
they did how gr()s.sly the treaty had^l^en 
violated in graining tunkaws, and in main* 
tainin • a .seeref hostile correspoiidince.thcy 
had been re.strained hy any fearot llie py- . 
soiKil enmity whi*. Ii it might excite trom in- , 
si.sting upon an arfangetiienl like that con-* 
eluded with Azceni ul ^uwlah. For nearly j 
50 vefj[)S/the*Company had been wasting- ’ 
^dteip other iV'wmiocs and accumulating ^ 
immense debt hVs*up)>^j^ol the evpences df ■: 
their connectioft* with'imtiiCiMed AlJy;- f 
from the yHfar J7oO until l7Hd, the (joints 
pany w'cre satisfied to protect tl^ wholeof 
the Carnatic for a«payment little exceed* 
ing four lacs, leaving liis highnesB to ride 


M 
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Ilf. coiTuption and personal ostentation . lord Clive, have been nearijr eighteen lacs 
upon a revenue of 260,000 lacs annually ; of star pagodas year ly, which is exactly 
nod when at length^ this connexion is double the amount received in subsidy aii- 
lirokcn, after the waste of the Beii^l reve- nually from Wallajah or Oindut ui Om- 
IMios, after, the waste of torrents oil British rah. Such are the happy consequences of 
blood, there is a debt often millions upon this arrangiinent upon the Company’s li¬ 
the country, composed in some instances nances. The house will, 1 trust, pardon 
of bribes paid in the shape of bonds for me, if 1 detain them for a short time lon- 
pbstructing the Company’s government, ger in ex))laining the cHctlsof the cdiauge 
fmd equal in its amount to all the nabob of government upon tho people of tlie t’ar- 
ever paid to the (.'ompany for their pro- nalic. Sir, that comilry is refreshed by 
tection. Having already described, I'roiii few living brooks, or running streams, and 
the works of Burke, the nature of the na- it has rain only at a season ; great part of 
bob’s govtriiment down to the year 17S'2, the cultivation of the lands (an<l of course 
and subsequently from tlic opiniuAs of lord tlie^ulisistence oflhe people) ilepends upon 
Macartney, sir A. Campbell, lord Corn- the preservation of these rains in large 
viallis, ami lord Hobait, 1 may assert, reservoirs or tanks, which are to be found 
Without any appearance of arrogance, in every village, the sacred works of lor- 
u|)on my own personal observatton,,that mcr [n inces and benefactors. To keep 
all I ever saw of his higliRcss’s government ^.hese tanks in repair, requires means far 
either at Madras, where I resided six years, Jieyond the farulties of the common fur¬ 
or ill the interior of the provinces, where mcr, or cultivator of the soil; and if not 
I continued five years, has fully confirmed repaired they soon fall into <lecay, where¬ 
to me the literal triitli of every thing stated by great part of the benefit they were in- 
by those iliustrinus persons. ^’iUi such tended to ibspeiise is lost. To these works 
impressions of the calamity resiiltinXi'rum Mahomed Ally and Omdut ul Omrah 
this management, I could Wot but rAoicc paid scarcely any attention; everywhere 
in the meusbro w'hicli extingnidief the the tanks were in a state of ruin, whilst the 
source of so many qvils ; and as there revenues, which arise almost entirely from 
seems to be a doubt entertained of the be- the cultivation of the lands, were rigorous- 
nefits which have been derived to the |feo- ly collected acconling to the old accounts 
pie from the change of government, I .shall of cultivation in the villages. Hence the 
explain to the house, in a few wmMs, in continual oppression of the people, whose 
what great particulars this diHerciice he- miseries were embittered by reflecting that 
tween the government of the (!omjjauy thoir poverty wa.'- owing to the parsimony 
end that of the nabob of the (Carnatic con- of their ruler. In the Company’s districts, 
sists. And first I w'oukl say a few words large sums have always been cx|)ended 
upon the pecuniary consCTf^ences of this iqion the tanks ; and Ido, sir, e.\ult in the 
arrangement, tvhich have bmm so much pro-speej. of tliat plenty wliich the repair 
mis-stated by tlic hon. nionml?!- (Mr. C. of the tanks iii the Carnatic will uu(|ues- 
Jobnstone) who spoke from the floor, ^ionably dispense through every village. 
Hut hon. member 4ias declared that the ^le next great dilUreiice between the go- 
Company have received, since their *p»,s- vernnic^il of tho nabob and the Company, 
session of the Carnatic, less as a net reve- regards the religious and cliarifablc cstab- 
nue, than they before derived as subsidy lishnients of the people. The hon. gcii- 
fifkm the nabob. In the opening of his tlemcn ojiposifo are, 1 ilare say, not aware 
•peecn that Imn. mcml-er avowctl that he that nearly onc-tenth of the revenues of 
took shame to hiin.seif for not havi»g stu- the Carnatic are under various heads ap- 
died the voluminous papers before the plieable to Aicse establishments. These are 
blouse, so as to speak, in tjie manner he dq- also the pious gifi^f the Hindoo princes, 
sired upon this great question ; and certain- and *ihe due apjiTO]mation of them "is 
ly, sir, the part of b.'* speech in regard to r<%ardcd with the’ deifjiqgt interest by all 
me revenues of the Carnatic. a m fry pe r- the glasses of Hindoos ili the Carnatic 
illustration of the justngnS’oftRs iiis\ jn^r the qabob’s government; those reli- 
cmfessioii. Had that hon.* gffember read tjhe gnms allowances formed the fund upon 
statements ^irW ll lr^aHfty instance) have wliich his unprincipled servants preyed 
t^en laid upon the table of ths house, he with impunity ; and it lias been the wise 
t^ul4 hav^ seen that the net average re- determination of the Company’s govern- 
venues derived from thq Carnatic since the ment to secure this sacred resouft-e from 
treaty made with Azeem ud Dowiah by fraud aad peculation, aikl to apply it 
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wholly to its original pious uses, the sup 
port and repair ol' Iht pagodas and choul> 
tries, and the subsistence of thousands 
whose livelihood and comfort altogether 
depend upon the faithful application of 
these grants. Sir, I know what happiness 
this measure CKtends-through those exten¬ 
sive provinces, and 1 trust that it will over 
he continued. *The last point w'hich I 
shall notice is the administration of justice, 
and this in fact comprises every thing. 
I’mler the nabob’s administration there 
was no justice at ail: it was an annual 
•struggle between his t 5 'rannous exactions 
and tlie endeavours of the peo|)]e to ev<ide 
them ; hence the great mas.s of the people 
Mere discontented, and ever looking to a 
change. L'p<»n the rumour of an internal 
coinmotion, or the approach of an invading 
army, they endeavoured to increase the* 
general disorder instead of feeling an in-» 
tcrost In qmdling it. The Company have 
established in part, and {jropose to insti¬ 
tute throughout the Carnatic, a fixed as¬ 
sessment of the landed reveinij ; and re¬ 
gular judicial court.s, w here justice is ad¬ 
ministered by a person liberally rewarded, 
and wliose honour and inten st it is to de¬ 
ride ini[)artially and diligently. This 
.system protects with equal jii>-tiee the per¬ 
sons and properly of individuals against 
ea( ii other and agaiii.sf the govermiienl, 
and will soon substitute the bles.sing.s of 
good order for the itiiseiies of tyranny and 
injustice, rpon the whole then, sir, 1 re- 
jo!« e in the treaty m.'ide with .Aa- ein nd 
Dowlah; I sec that it is justified by' the ; 
law' of nations, that it is in the highest de¬ 
gree beneficial to the Company', aixl above 
all, that ildi.spenses happiness to nnllion.s; 

1 sh 

hon _ _ __ ^ 

the previous (jne-tion and amendment, as 
pro}»oscd by the right hon. gent, who 
spoke second in the fiirtner debate. 

The house then became clamorous for 
the question, when a dixisioii took place : 
h'or the previous question 128 
For the Hesoiutioii - - - 17 

Majority - -.- llll 

Hefore the galies^ was opened, the 

house again divi^<^ on'the fourth Reso* 
lutioii, -V 

For the, previous question’ - I2f \ 

For the Resolution - - - 15 

Majority. - - --109 

.Sir Thomas Turion, on his return *into 
the house after this division, observed, 
th.it the Tf'imbers on his side were so few, 
that he should not now proceed to move 


if 


his other two Resolutions^ but would coS^' 
.sent to postpone them, if the right hdff. ’ 
gent. (Mr. Wallace) would Consent . 
postporfe his resolution of <ipprobatiiai‘. ? 

Mr. Wallace said, that -after the compleK^ 
defeat which the cause of the hon. hart, ha# 
sustained, he might well forbear moving 
any Resolution of approbation; for wh^ 
approbation could be stronger than that 
testified by tfic majorities with which the 
hon. baronet’s Resolutions had been re^ 
jeclcd ? He saw no reason, however, fot 
entering into any further discussion on a 
future dt^'; but would tenv read the Re¬ 
solution with wliieli he intended to close 
the business. It was as foIl()w.s: « Thaf 
it is the opinion of this house, that the mar¬ 
quis Wclle.>.ley and lord Clive, in their con- 
ducU relative to the Carnatic, were in¬ 
fluenced solely by an ati.vious zeal and so¬ 
licitude to promote tlie permanent security, 
welfare, and prosperity, of the British pos- 
sessions in India.” 

Sir T. Turtoii determined not to pro- 
ceeil wiy- furtlier, but moved that the other 
ordevti of the day be now read, intimating, 
that 'this dav-^ fortnight he .should move 
liis oiher two Resolutions. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ami sir ,Iohn Anstruther 
were perfectly indilltrent when the hou. 
baronet should move them. What had 
passed iti the debate of this night, and in 
the former dchaie, had completely shewn 
how uiKUisweiable wove the arguments 
which had been urged on their side ; and 
they w'ore confident that when the public 
saw the state of the divisions, after so 
many boasts;^ and so many procrastina^ • 
lions, they would not faii to form a just 
^opinion of die nature -of the whole pro- 


ttiat It(li.speri-jp'! tinppiness to millions; j.opmion ol ilie nature -of the whole pro- 
lall therefore cordially vote against the 1 ’seeding.—The other oiders of the day 
. baronet’.s motions, and in fav;om' of* were then di.sposed of, and the house ad- 
iimi'iiiiiA ifiii riiif) l* I irtiat- three o^clock 0(1 '^'Kunl^si^ 


joiftnfcci, at 
morning. 


HOUSE OP CO.MMONS. 

• Thursdaj/, Jvme 2 . • ' 

[Scotch Juoues An-vuitv Bill.] ITaa. 
Lord Advocate moved, Tliat the hou^'^ 
.should resolve itself into a committee wi', 
the Scotch Jijjlges’Annuity Bill. 

. Mr. expressed himself altogether y 
averfc to the‘'fiiiijciple of this bill, au#'^, 
waSt extremely ‘surprised, to. oerceive 
was endeavoured’’to be hun-Jed throu#1|. 
the house, xfhen it made so great a 
of public money, and was a s'lbject oft*' 
W'hich so many vitrious and discord^^^ 
sentiments had been already delivered,' 
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vras a mea^un' instituted without any ne> Mr. Fuller thought it would bi> bcttui to 

ce<>s^t\ , the crow nhdd the ponet of giant- pciinit the bcotch^to hdve all possible 

ing pensiopi to superannuated Judge'> al- means of rtinuiiciatioii fui then labuui lu 
ready; and, le^t ot *11, did theu fcxist, m then own tuunhy. Tin piescut dchci- 
the piesent instance, aiij shtdow itason eiiiy was, peiiiaps, the leasun uhj so 
for the intcrlerence ol parluimciit. The many joung bLotchiiiLii thiuu.'id the 
(question had been tor soiiit Mine under the stieits of LoikIoii, hunting ajltt ptunioMon. 
considciatioii of the liuancc. Committee, If it would b( the means ot kttpiiig tlicsi. 
and tlie repoil lud bti » dilated by soini young .idvcntuic is at lioini, he should h tl 
untoward Liieanist nieis, but would sciy happy m giving ihi bill its gu test lalj- 
shoitly hi bifoic till house ; tins would tudi, and should, tlieieluiu, suppoit tin 
enable them lo deeide upon the nee» ssity otigiii d < 1 msi 

of the niiasuic 11c should, theuloii, The Laid Adiwate said, tin wlioli of 

move ‘ 1 hat tin lommittal of the bill be tiie iiviime (jiuslioiis iit .Seullind < nm 
dcfeiud until (his d it se’niiight' b) fuu the t ouii ot i \ein ijui i li it ueu 

llie fjntd AdtfKutt of S< otlaiid saw no oiiti* to b< laid down, tbit pi i sons who 
icason tor the delay pioposed, and was hoin age oi iiihiiiuly wiu iiiei]>ibli of 
surpiiscd to find tile lion, nu tnbii htdaii} iiistruetnig do jiiiv aiiglit, bcallowidto 
seiious objei tiun to the bill, viliieb, was lonlinue judges, be eoiiipiamt ol tlim 
only intended to sit thr supeiannuated ,buiig litth iiMiiue i us m ss m .Siollaml 
Judgis of heotland on the same Iduial ,would soon < e isi to opt i lU It was ne- 
footuig as those of Lngluid it w<is an et-isaiy to taki eait tliutiu Judgi s in ilint 
impropci mode of j'roviding foi the smu i- eourt, as well as m eviiy otim, win ilh- 
annuated Judges fioin the ie\i iiue or tin iient 

king; first, because these pi n^ion^iouid bn S pomillj/ was dmdidly of tins 
be withdrawn atplitisuri , and seci^dly, mind, hut In inisiimed to liiiiik it would 
because they would ixjnn with the Ift of lindlj bi sml, tint tin Bnoiisoi tin 1 \- 
the king. He eonsnUiid the delay pto- tluipni lud hitlnito been luelhiiiiil. 
posed as dangeious to the Bill, and, thin- liniitoK, tin le could bi tin lessiieei ssity 
fore, shoiild oppose it fm the pusuif bill so fn as tlnj wiie 

Mr. AheiClomliy wished the bill sli^iid eoiieuind Ik w is nitoiiiied, that it wis 
not be eoinmitted until the iipoit ot the ijinlL lonsistint with tin diilns ot this 
Finance ( ominittie‘•Inmld be befok tin oibii, that the pi isoii i \ei,i isii^ it,should 
house; the (K lav was iiiconsidci able, and u side m i ton ^ii i ouiitiy lioesimUd 
might be attended with adv.ullage to tin to li ive In aid iioin Ins le nin il tiniid, sonn 
country.—Aftei a few woids liom iVlt n isons lor tin piiHiit tniasuu, but In 
Hose, tile gallery was cleared tor a divi- was disappouiti d. 1 in liannd loid iiad 

81011. On the division ttlei\ appiaied toi slid, that 22 causi<, hail stood in tin p ijn i 

S oing into tbij Coinmittee ^^ A yes Oj , toi trial duiin,., tin 1 iit liim, buitui^ 
fo&s J2. Majority 31 ucntkinui pii eiii knew, that tiuu w is 

The house then went into a conimittei \^iioihiiig cvti loidiiiaiy in this, as nol one 

On the Clause entitling any ot the Jndgis »t tlniu might li i\< bein nsislid ni 

of the Couits of Session oi Jnsliciaiy, the , lhe*So/iu<<M (reiui dii i Si utl inel llniu_.lit 
Lord Chief Baton, Ol any ot the Baiuns of it invidious to miKi iiiy di'.tun turn br- 
£xchcquer, to letiie on'S-lths ot tluirsa- tween thi Baiuns of 1 \( In ijui i, wlio wi le 
laryii sn John Mtwpott proposed as an Judges of oin of tin sujneiin luiiils, and 
amendment, that the words " or Baioiis of the Judges of’tln otlni eouits Ihi J.i- 
Excbciiuei” should be omitted. • bout, uiique'>UoiiibIy, could not be eom- 

, Ml. Homer saiil, it was altogethci i paicel witli lit it of the Judges ol tin eouit 
mistake to compare the duties ot the of bessioii, bu^still tin ii duties weie 
Barons of the Lxchctjuei m Scotland, with impfuUnt lhe*yS^d even to roiuioul 
’those that were discharged by the eouit l(ic grants of the iuiiuHm luinseli 
of the same name in Wesrhnji-let 11*11 Mi. Aheicronibtf said u hid bieii *d- 
The former were merely a BtSard of Revet m/ttd that the Barons ol Lxelnipni in 
nue. it had been justfy^said, that oi^ an Scotland came in piaee ol the old Louis 
average thd^TlSeTnot tv^lve causes bcioie of the 'iieasuiy. The duties, of euuisc, 
them in twelve monthi> Durmg the teini whnh devolveei on them, wuc not, and 
before l^t, he was informed there weic eouid nut bejudiii d. The tiou^e was now 
mtly three causes, and^uring the teimjust called on to give pensions to ilna> name of 
finiahed not a single one. Barons of Lxetiequcr, toi fa no other way 
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did they resemble the persons in this coun¬ 
try exercising judiiual functions. ITtere 
were many oihees of a ministerial nature, 
the duties of which were important, but 
still the persons holding them were not al¬ 
lowed to retire on .salaries. 

"iMr. Banket declared, that all ttie ex¬ 
planations made by gentlemen acqnaiiued 
with the dutie.s of the Barons of Jrix- 
chequer in Scotland, did not satisfy his 
mind that their offices were judicial, lie 
could concti>e it perfectly po.ssihle th.il 
they might go by the same name, and 
not have the same duties to perform with | 
tlie Barons of Exchequer in Iieland, A | 
person might once heloiiif to a court of ' 
ju.stice and yet his character not bo judi¬ 
cial. As, for instance, his right lion, friend 
opposite was I'hancellor of the exche(|iier, 
and head of that court, ami, on the jjrii*-' 
ciple now contended for, must be entitled 
to a salary onVetiring from his olliee; hut 
this, lie ]>rcsiimed to think, would hardly 
bo maintained. 

The Chancellor of the I-Achcqnir said, j 
that it was a in.itleriif no minor coii'idera- j 
tiun that, by the act, tlie judges lu ld their | 
situations ‘ ijiiaiu din bene se gcsseiint;’ 
and tliat the ca;e of the Siierills of Coun¬ 
ties ill Scollaiid, alluded to by an lion, 
gent, was not at all analogous, as .sneh olli- 
eors were nut thereby leiiioved from any 
prol'e-sion in the dutus of wiiicii I hi y liail 
been previously einjiloyed. lie denied 
that these jiensioiis were so niiieli tin-the 
ben<-fit of liie individii.ds concerned as for 
the benefit of the public, by seeming un 
affequate and uninterrupted adniinistratiuii 
of justice. 

Mr. IVindhum said, tlisit the quc.''tioii 
ought to be argued upon the general jniii-‘' 
eil»lc of grants upon superammat^on, .md 
not upon the strained analogy of reducing 
the Scotch judges to the same standard .is 
the judges of this country. Such an assi¬ 
milation reminded him of the old fable, 

* How wo a[»ples swim.’ And as to the 
plurality of duties, the divisioij of such la¬ 
bour was more like the divi.sion of biisiiioss 
between Jack and Tom^' ‘ W'hat \\r^ you 
doing. Jack ?’—* Nixhing, sir.’ What are 
vou doing, Tom,/’—‘ Fielping Jack, .siK’ 
Let gentlenieiopeak-of it as they would, 
it was, after all, nothing more than .spi\ul- 
itig a small substance upon a great extent. 

It did appear to him to be a provision not 
at all called for. * 

Mr. R. Duadat thought it was a sufficient 
answer “to the objections why the Welch 
judges were not pensioned as well as tbe 
\ou XL 


Scotch, to remind the house that the Welch 
judges had, with their appointment, the 
benefit of their practice, ani] Of such im* 
portui^'c was that privijjcgc uonsi^red, 
that tnerc were many English baiTisters 
who would not accept of the place of a 
Scotch judge, and vilio would yet be very 
glad to got that of a Welch judge: Hen- 
tleincn on the oilier side had had recourse 
at the same time to (wo arguincnts that 
flcstruyod each other. It wa.s argued that 
the place was a siiK'i urc, and should not 
tliorel'ore li.ive a pension on retirement, 
iiiul at the s.inic time it was apprchciiJed 
that lli5 Scotch judges would be anxious 
to reiire ami enjoy the profit of u f>cnsiun 
williout the trouble ot the oOicc. This wa.s 
•sayiii”', it was and was not a sinecure; 
citlycr must be given up : it must be ad- 
mitlod, cither lliJit, if it is a sinecure there 
wouiil not be .such iiulnccineiit to retire, or 
dial it is not a sinceme, and ihcrcfore wor¬ 
thy of a future compensation, when the 
judge, relin-s through old age or iiihrmity. 
—Tile efimmitlee tin n divided on the 
amendment, \\(,s H ; INoes.sE; Majority 
•against the ameiuhnent 1->. 

[Alii.irMil CoMMi.s.stOM'.i'.s’ liii.t.'] nie 
('liciiiccll' r of the F.ichetjiier rose to move 
, for lean- to bi iiig m a bill to revive and 
! cotitmue lie- powers of the C.'umnii.ssioners 
of Milii n v Impiiiv'. He hoped there 
woiiiTl be no objection to p:iss tJlis bill 
tiirough iill ii ustagfs a.- speedily as pos¬ 
sible. A bill for this puipo.se hail already 
pas^crl both hou.'.es of parliament in this 
.sc.ssion. but by .some accident, it had been 
omitted m ti>..- commission which hud pus- 
.se,d ilic great seal for givjnt' the royal a.s- 
sent to bills agreed upon by both houses. 
In consequence of this omi.s.sioii, the pow- 
1 rs of tlie commissioners hud- expired 
yrsi’crday, and it became necessary to 
have tlii.s bill revived, to contiune tliein. 

'flic Speaker thought it right to make 
some observations on this ca.se. jt was 
cuntrarv to I he constitution that bills agreed 
upon 'ky both liouses sliouid lie in the other 
house without being noticed, when a coin- 
mi.s>ion from tiij* great seal came down 
to give the royal assent to bills so agreed 
upon. Tlii-rc’ being »o reason to suppose . 
that the prt^Hent case happened otherw.j9e 
tha* by met e accident, the present lao- 
tion might be .suHicieiit. 

After .some conversation, in which Mr. 
Pon.sonby '•suggested the propriety 4f a 
special e'ntry on the Journals, t^e Speaker 
staled there was no parliamentary know¬ 
ledge of tbe fact; to ascertain wlucb^ eo 
• 3 F 
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as to warrant a special entry, a formal in¬ 
quiry should be made in the honse of lords: 
but that no irregularity would be sitcu on 
the Junrnals of this house by protlpediiig 
withuai a special entry, as tliis caso would 
appear to be the same as that of a tempo¬ 
rary bill to continue niuithcr, which other¬ 
wise would have expired behire the con¬ 
tinuing bill could receive the royal assent.. 
—Leave was actordingly given to bring in 
the bill, which was pas.scd through its iir.-'t 
and second reading, comiHilted, reported, 
and ordered to be read a tliird time to¬ 
morrow. 

[London V.\< cinf, Jsstit«’ iiorl.] Sir 
T. I'urtoii pre.sented a Petition Irom the 
managers of the Lotuloii Vaceine Institu¬ 
tion, .stating the cllccts of tlieir care and 
the exertions used under their directioi?, in 
spreading Vaccine InocuKrtion. 'I’he. pe¬ 
titioners prayed public aid, the institution 
having been liithcrto supported only l)v vo¬ 
luntary contrihutioiLs. Jlefore tbe Peti¬ 
tion wa.s reatl, 

• Mr. PW/cr rose and observe tl Villi con¬ 
siderable narintb, that a gio.s-,er forgery 
had ncver'been snbinittod to (liat Iioum;. 

The >S/»e«4fr interriipteil the lion, niein- 
ber, and roiniiided hi^n tliat tbe I’utition 
had not been yet rend, and that wbeii it 
ivas, the house would he better cnableif'tt) 
judge of the nature of its conlttiits. Mr. 
Fuller resumed bis seat amidst coniidei- 
able laughter. The Petition was then read, 
and sir T. Tnrtou moved, that it do lie. on 
tlm table, when 

Mr. Fufler again ro.se and apologised for 
his abrupt manner of rising before. lie 
said that this hu»inc.s.s was a gru.ss cheat; 
a palpable trick to swindle the public ; or, 
if it was not absolute swindling, it went 
very near the wind. When they eame to 
solicit his subscription, lie thought Uuy 
were at the head of some respectable cor¬ 
poration, but what did they turn out to 
bd? parcel of Quakers or Presbyte¬ 
rians, or w hatever they were called. 'J'licy 
had got at lirst live guineas fronv him; 
but the moment he dtUeeteil them, he 
thVeatened them with a puw-street oiliccr 
and a charge for .swindling; and the dread 
of detection soon frightened tliein into a 
re-delivery of his five guineas. What a 
shame then wa.s it to see their cause 
espoused by any man id tliat house. *A 
member of parliament should be ashamed 
of having any thing to do with such fel¬ 
lows. lie did not suppose that the hon. 
baronet> snared in ihcijr gains [a laugh.] 
That gentlvmau was welcome to laugh if he 


pleased, and look and spout speeches like 
a lawyer, but it wasi-a poor way to .shew 
himself oll^ and to make a noise and stir 
for notoriety. He hoped the house w'ouhl 
not countenance such a piece of swind¬ 
ling. 

bir T. Tnrtm IcU no re.sentment at the 
w'arm language of the hon. gent. Ib; 
wished the hon. gent, was in as perfect 
good h’lmoiir with himself, as he and the 
bouse were with him. The .Icnnorian So¬ 
ciety was not ii'stiluted till The 

original Cow Pox Inoculation Society was 
iiisiilute.d in The In.stitution which 

the petition related to, was establLshcd in 
i80f), he allowed principally by a set of 
Quakers,a sect to wlio.so moral and \ irtuous 
principles am! l onduct, be was hap|>y to 
bear teslimoiiy. Since that time, tliis Jn- 
Vitiition had ronnmniicated the vaccine 
Vial I er to .S 1,000 pi rsons in cvin'v situ.vtiou 
of life. 'I'lie pelitiuners desired only to 
ha\e tlie facts alleged in their pitilioii in¬ 
quired into ; and hoped for public aid only 
in the even/ of their being found entitled 
to it on pulilic grounds.—The petition 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

[ V.vi'i IS \TioN. ] IMr. /f<«c deferred hi,s 
notice of a motion on thi.s subject until 
ThuiMlay. His obji-et was to dnniiiish 
the evils wliirh now resulted from the 
dis.it'iujiiation of .spurious and improper 
Vaccine matter, by tbe cslablishineiit of 
some central Inslitnlion, from wliieli the 
geimiiie virus should be distributed wilboiit 
ex[)ence. If the bouse rhould acquiesce in 
lii« motion, be slioiild then propo.se to suh- 
inil the management of the institution to 
a certain number of the College of Fliysi- 
ciiiiis. This was not a government mea- 
ksnre, and he begged to be understood a,s 
having no particular partiality to any one 
of the present institutions more than ano¬ 
ther. His object was to give the be.st 
po.ssible ellect to the discovery of Hr. 
Jciiner. ^ 

[li.V.sT l.NDI.V Co.vii»\Nv’s Aff.virs.] Mr. 
Crefve^ rosq. pursuant to notice, to move 
.or a copy of an exposition of the Atliiirs 
of tl^c East lndTii..^company, which had 
been laid before the OQmmittee by the di- 
rtfctora. A Report had Imen already pre- 
senmd to the house by lite East India 
coiyinittce, upon which a grant, of money 
to the company was to be moved. His 
object was to have this, paper before the 
hou.srf, in order that w'hen gentlemen 
came to vote on the question, they might 
be as well informed upon the subject as 
the committee. The bon.'member stated 
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that the first thing done by the committee 
was to call for a general statement of the 
Ailairs of the Company from the directors. 
An Exposition had accordingly been given 
ill, presenting a view, gloomy enough, 
of their situation. When the conimiitec 
came to consider what security the com¬ 
pany could give for any loan to be ad¬ 
vanced to them, it was thought be.st that 
they should present a petition to parlia¬ 
ment, to be by the house referred to tlie 
committee. A Petition was accordingly 
presented (see p. tiS); but in it they had 
forgot all their distresses. They put off 
their Indian debt in a parenthesis, and 
made out a surplus at home of eight mil¬ 
lions. This was referred to the coinmit- 
fre, ami what he complaiiird of was, that 
they had adopted the Petition as the 
ground of the report, and not the J'ixposi,- 
tioH. Delusive, therefore, as the Indiap 
budgets had been, they were, nothing to 
the. deln.'.ion of this report. The hon. 
member ob-icrved, that he. could sec no 
good reason for refusing to p\odiicc this 
report, although he tandd roneeivc that 
many of the members of the committee 
would not much relish the idea of its be¬ 
ing malic public. The. friends of lord 
Wchille and of marquis Wellesley I'ottld 
not, perhaps, much desire to produce a 
paper iti which the rlireelor.s ascribed their 
distress to the Hoard of (.'oniroid eonsli- 
luted 111 178 1-, and to the, Mahratta war. 
Still, however, before the bouse, could 
justly vote away the public money to the 
company, they ought to have every possi¬ 
ble Ikiiowledge of iheir alliilrs, and there¬ 
fore he moved for this document. 

jNIr. R. Dundas .saiil, that the objection 
to the production of the paper, had been ’ 
merely a question of time. The Jixposi- 
tion related prinei|)ally to the stati*. of the 
company’s aiiitirs abroad. The Jiepoit te- 
lated to their alliiirs at home. 'J'iic com- 
mitte,e, therefore, with the exception of 
the hon. gent, had thought it better to de¬ 
lay the [iruduetioii of the Kxjmsition till 
the second report, where those matters 
would be treated to vvh.vrb it related. He 
denied that any delusions had been held 
out, but said that the •prcdiction.s of liAd 
Melville and A'is noble friend iiear^him 
(lord Casllercagli) were justified b^the 
then situation of the company, and uad 
only tailed from circumstances which they 
could not foresee. » 

Lord A. Jlamilion observed, that the 
questioi'. was, wdicther any proposition fur 
a loan to the Bast India company was to. 


lie made in the mean time. If there 
then the document would come a gres^t 
deal too late if it only accompanied the. 
second report. Unless, then, he had 
some guarantee, first, that^he paper woatd 
he laid before the hoasc at no very distant 
period, and, next, that no proposition 
a loan should be made in the mean time, 
he must certainly vote for the motion of 
his hon. friend. 

Mr. R. Dmdas said, that he meant to 
move to-morrow s’ennight, in a committee 
of ways and means, the balance due from, 
the public to the company. 

Mr. •iVHberforce stated, that he had 
agreed with the majority of the commit¬ 
tee, that it was best to defer pre.senting 
the Ivxpositioii, till they reixirled on the 
subject to wliiiJi it chietly related : erro¬ 
neous specuIuUois might he formed upon 
that dociiiiieiil, both in and out of ilm 
house, if it should be laid on the table 
without the observatwns of the committee. 

j\'Ir. IVindhum said, that this was a good 
answer asd'ar as the committee was con¬ 
cerned. Hut the question for the house 
to consider was, whether they were to 
vole a grant of money to the Company 
w'ithoiit having an o[>porlunity of exa¬ 
mining this cxposiiion of their afiuii'S i 

^riu: ('hnnccUor of the Rxchequfr observed, 
that at all events the motion w'as prema¬ 
ture ,*as the I'cport was not printed, and 
the house could not know what was pro¬ 
posed in it. If nothing should appear in 
that report but tli.it wu should pay our 
debts, the paper w'uuhl nut be necessary 
with a view to that question. This, there¬ 
fore, was tiot the time for the house to de¬ 
cide whether the comrtiittee had done 
wrong or not in withholding that paper 
for the present. 

.Jjoril I’olkcsU/ne understood, that the 
l>resident of the. board of conlroul intend¬ 
ed to [irojio.se m the first place, no more 
than the payment of what were called 0ur 
debts. In that case the production of the 
papei't would not be so necessary. But 
yet the Itoport ])i' 0 |iosed, that a large sum 
over and above those debts should be 
granted to the company. At all cventg, 
it was proper, thaltlie house should have 
every inforihation on the subject as soon 
as possible ; and a.s there could be no real 
oiyectiun to the production of this paper, 
he should vote for its being laid immedi¬ 
ately on tlyi table. 

bir J. Anstruther said, that th^ house did 
not know whether, the paper related to 
the report or not. If any member, after' 
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the report was examined, should think 
that the cumniitteo had reported short on 
any subject of which it treaUd, then 
would be the time for the motion f<ir addi¬ 
tional documcnM’. He admitted tint the 
paper in c|Ucs(ioii must be jjrodiiced when 
the coinmittee reported on the matters to 
which it related ; but there u as no occa¬ 
sion to lay it, till then, before the house. 

Mr. Ticrnet/ observed, tiiat every faci¬ 
lity hod been aliorded to his hon. friend 
to procure all the evidence with respect 
to the home ailiiirs of the eompany ; and 
if no more evidence was produced, it was 
his hoii. friend’s fault. It was ratfier un¬ 
fair, therefore, to hold up the committee 
to the public as desirous to coiieeal the si¬ 
tuation of the company, lie disclaimed 
any such intention. The Report related 
to the home ailuirs; unci if he had been 
in tlie committee at the time, he certainly 
would have voted with the majority lor 
withholding that paper for the present, 
as.having no relation to the. matters con¬ 
tained in the report. If what 4;ad been 
decided by the committee as debt was 
alone to be propo.sed ujvon that repott, 
there could be no use for the doemnent ; 
but, if any assistance w as intended to be 
voted in the fir.st instance, then, however 
hard on tin*, company it might be, be 
would assent to the production of the pa¬ 
per. He did not wish to gloss ovef the 
affairs of the company ; neither did he 
wish to pnyudice the.public against them. 
They were eijtitlod to justice. They ii.id 
cxpoiied their affairs very fairly ; and all 
the members of that (ommittee were most 
anxious to find* out and .state, llie exact 
and fair truth onVhis subject. 

Mr. PoJWonAj/ admitted, that the best 
way of proceeding would be. in liic fir.st 
instance to clear all our tlelits to the tOiu- 
pdny if any were due, and then to « \a- 
raine iutq the general state, of their affairs. 
If k was, therefore, to be understood that 
nothhfg further wa.s to be firopo.s(fl by the 
hon. president of the board of contr^ail in 
the committee of ways and means, except 
a liquidation of the debt, he thought his 
hon. friend might .suffer Inmself to be pre¬ 
vailed upon to withdraw' his motion for the 
present. ^ *• 

Mr. Cnecr^observed, that he would nea’er 
retract what he might at any time have 
said respecting tlie committee, hut still 
maintained that it was impropcvly comti- 
tttted. He would watch over their proceed¬ 
ings, howAer, in whaj;cver manner he 
thought proper. The report consisted of 
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two parts ; the one of debt, the other of 
loan. With regard tp the latter point, the 
pajuT he moved for was very essential; 
and it was the more ncces.sary to have it 
at present, since the answ’er of the hon. 
president to tlie quc.stion, w'hcthcr he 
meant to propo.se only a iiqqjdation of the 
debt, or a loan together with that, had 
been evasive. Tliorc was something, how - 
ever, in what the chancellor of the exchc- 
(pier had .“aid as to the report not being as 
yet known to the hou.se; and on that ac¬ 
count he w'oiild withdraw his motion, 
meaning to repeat it if any loan w'as to 
be proposed in the interval between the 
first and second report. 

Mr. R. Dwidus said, that he only meant 
in the first m.*liincc to propose a liquida* 
tion of the debt. 

[ ^ Mr. It. Thornton reprobated the lan- 
i^uage held by Mr. Creevey, that the East 
India Company were bankrupts ; and con¬ 
tended that while the committee was com¬ 
posed of men perfectly competent to ex¬ 
amine into, tlie .state of the company’** 
affairs, the conduct of the hon. gent, thi.s 
[ evening, wa.s such a.s to detract inucii from 
the vvKiglit of any oliservations which 
he niiglit in future, make upon the report 
when it was made.—Tlse motion w as ac- 
*'ordingly w’lfbdravvn. 

[Bank of laEcvsn Bill.] Tltc order of 
the day being read for the house ie.solving 
iisrdf into a committee on the Bank of Ire¬ 
land bill. 

Lord H. Petty rose to move an instruc¬ 
tion to the committee to enable Roman- 
Catholics to become dii'cetor.s of the Bank 
of Ireland. In bringing this proposition 
i’oiward, he felt that he should have to 
Vneounter very great difficulty, not from 
the complexity of the subject, but from 
the task* of obviating an objection, if any 
I objection could po.ssihIy cxi.st, against 
adopting a mea.sure of conciliation to the 
Roman-('alholi<‘,s of Ireland. The charter 
of the Bank of Ireland was granted in 
i 1782, and the Roman-Catholics were then 
i.xcludcd fro*m the direction, agreeably to 
the spirit of the pwal laws. In the act of 
17!>3,*the bar to their- admission was in- 
teAded to be removed ; but thi.s intention 
w a.s fi'ustrated by the omi^on of a single 
w’Orp in the act. He had heard it argued, 
that it would he prudent to .allow this ob¬ 
scurity to remain; but, lie a.ssertecl that 
now, tvhen the house was legislating upon 
the subject, by allowdng the doubt to re¬ 
main which at first was merely accidental, 
the catholics were placed iii a worse situa* 


f 
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tion than they were in before. As to the 
propriety of the meagre itself^ the noble 
lord contended that llie boon wouhl be 
furnishing to the catholics an additional 
motive of atlachinrnt to the government 
of the country. Tho only possible objec¬ 
tion that he co,u1d conceive to it was, that 
it was not considered as material by the 
catholics themselves. This he did not 
believe to be the case ; but whether it was 
the case or not, it was most important, 
considering the present .sensibility (the 
morbid semsibility he might term it) of 
the catholics of Ireland, that the house 
should lose no opportunity of mamfe-sl'lig 
some feelings of kindness and bi;ncvole*nce 
towards them, e.5pecial!y after its icccni 
refusal to enter into a detailed evaminatioii 
of the merits (d'their Petition. I'he nohh: 
lord concluded with moving an instruction 
to the committee, to introduce a provision 
into the bill, tO enable Roman-catholirs to 
be chosen governors, or directors thereof, 
provided they have taken the oaths of the 
liith, 1-tth and .‘J ;d of George tjm .’ird. 

jSIr. Foslcr w.i'i as friendly to evi-ry ]jro- 
per measure of conciliation to the Roman- 
cat holies as tlio noble lord, but In* a*.- 
sorted that there wa.s no rea;.un i'or intro- 
diicio^T .^iich a cliangc int<i the consiitutioii 
of the H.iiik ol Inland, which change 
never had been made in tbe charter of the 
bank of laigland, jiariicuiai ly wiieii the 
present state of irelaiid was coji idtred, 
and wlieii it was ii-colleclcsl tliut tlie 
change was nn.solicilcd liy the Roinan-ca- 
tiiolics themseives. [Hear, hear, frointiie 
oppc,.silion.] Gentlemen might cry ‘ hear,’ 
but he staled that in two inecamgs of the 
j)ioprii;tary which had lately t.iken place, 
no mention wiiiiteviu had been made of 
tho subject. lie should iherelbre oppose 
the n'sohition, as lending bi iiitniduce a 
ncedli'.ss innovation into the charter. 

The i'hducdtor vf the Exi hcijver argued, 
that according to every fair constriiclioii 
of the act of ITyJ, tlieie was no rea.soa to 
think that that act oi the Iri-.!! ^parliament 
meant to leave Roirian Catholics eligible to 
the g(nern#ient and dirr..ttion of thcjlank 
of Ireland ; and a.s to the time at whicli 
the proposition was mailt, vi/. atlerhaviif^ 
refused to accede to the prayer of their 
Petition, it appeared ratln.-r surprising .'jliat 
it should be urged,, that we ought to in¬ 
demnify the Roman ('atholics ti>r n fusing 
to them what they were desirous of hav¬ 
ing, by granting that which they did not 
ask, and upon which they sat no value at 
all. * 


Mr. Grattan said, that this was one ai' 
those things which it seemed but little to 
grant, hut the refusal of which was felt aa ’ 
a aevcrc mortification. It had been Saitf 
that tin? Roman catholics*did not desire 
the boon ; he admitted, that they had not 
jictilioned for tiiis p’vivilege .specifically; 
but if they had nut, it was because it was 
30 small that they conceived it was inipos> 
sible it could be refused. lie believed 
that It was not the intention of the Irish 
parliuiiicnt to e.xcludc Catholics from the 
direction of the Bank ; and thi.s opinion 
he supported by referring to the Act of 
179 : 1 . • 

The houfC then divided, and the num* 
hers were, for the motion S3 ; Against it 
9d. Majority against the motion 13. 


inUSF OF COMVO.N.S. 

Fridat/, June 

[Sm-vli.-Pox Pni;vi,NTn>N Biu..] Mr, 
ruller bnuigbl in a bill for preventing the 
.‘.prcauing t-.f Smull-Po.\ infection ; which 
w'as re.id a first and .second tinie, com* 
initti'd, and ordered to be printed as 
amendod. Cord I'olkesione thought the 
bill ought to »land (per till the next ses- 
■sion of parliament; to which Mr. Fuller 
acceded. 'J'he bill wh'. reported and or¬ 
dered to be read a third time this day 
lhr(^e*nion1 hs. 

[PiioMissonY Nous lliu-.] Mr. Jfuv- 
Li.s.soi7 h.iviug given notice of a motion for 
hnive to bring in a lull to regulate and-re-. 
strain the issue of Promib.sory Notes re* 
issualile, st.ited, that on consideration he 
was (li.sposcd to coincide^trAicrally in the 
icprcseniations of those who were of opi¬ 
nion that this credit, as well as every other, 
ought to be left a.s free as possible. BuK 
mBch mischief and confusion arose front 
the frequent ishue.s of very small notes to 
the amount of lo or 20 shillings, the abijse 
of which was very general. To obviate 
this evil, he moved for leave to bring in ft 
bill tt» prevent the issue of promissory 
notes under the amount, of 20*. , 

Mr. 77/u»y)so« Represented tho propriety 
of guarding against the issue of checks by, 
one partner ol a banking house on his fel¬ 
low partner.s'*for ten or liftcen shillings. 

Mr. Jlitskisson w as aware of the variety 
of shapes in wliicli the abuse existed, and 
liud taken proper advice previous to the 
framing of-this bill, as to the be.st means 
of discovering every species of abuse. 

Sir 7/ Newport pepresented the variety 
and extent of frauds formerly practised 
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by the issuers of notes under i/. in Ire- After the Revolution, when belter princi« 
land; and was therelbrc desirous that a pics and juster iiotiops prevailed, William 
remedy by proper restriction should be 111. conceived that by the prerogative he 
applied-in this country as soon as possible, j had not |)o\vers to punish the mutiny of a 
Mr. Paniell sSid the circulation hf thrsi- .Scotch regiment at Dumbarton, on the 
small notes was owing to the deficiency appoiiiliucnt of a lbri:ign olficer, the duke 
of silver coin, .and wished inijiistei s to ap- of Schomberg, to be their colonel. King 
ply tho only eilectual remedy, which wa.-< William applied to parliament for powci-s 
anew silver coinage.—Leave was given adeijiiatc to the. case, parliament passed the 
to bring in the bill. ; Mutiny Act, which was a smiuling pre- 

[Hackney CoAtHKs IJiLL.] Mr. 7//M- ceiKnt for parlianienUiiy interlercuce in 
kisson moved lor leave to bring in u bill the judicial adiiiiiiisiration of the annv. 


for the better regulations ot the fares ol‘ 
Ilacknr.y Coaches. According to a former 
act it was provided, that when tho price of 
oats was above one guinea a rjuartcr, an 
increase of 20 per cent, should take place 
on hackney coach fares in some ca.ses, and 
30 per cent, in others. The price of oats 
had of late years been almost uniformly 
above one guinea a quarter ; but the un¬ 
certainty of the calculation of the arlvanee 
on ail fares, had given rise to great ahicses, 
without providing sufliciently for the in¬ 
terest of the coach-owner. Id order to 
guard against these abuses in future, and 
to give, tiie coach-master a fair and cer¬ 
tain profit, he proposed to introduce fixed 
regulations in the present bill. It was 
also meant to include a provision to guard 
against the practice now' very prevalent, 
and very injurious to hackney coachmen, 
of stage coaches belonging to the villages 
near town, taking up passengers in one 
part of the town, and setting them down 
jn another, within the proper and e.xrlu- 
sive limits of the hackney coachmen.— 
L^ave was given to bring in the bill. 

[Comers MArtiat..] Mr. Littleton, pur¬ 
suant to notice, *ri>.se to move for leave to 
bring in a bill to amend the const itutioa 
of Courts Martial. He was aware of tlie 
objection against interfering with the*ji 5 e- 
rogative. But the interference that he 
proposed would be fin* from infringing 
orf tljc just rights of the crown. Jn no 
t!^e had the crown the pow'er of managing 
the whole ailministration of the ariuy, at 
its unlimited discretion. The high con.sta- 
bte and carl marshal in antient times regu¬ 
lated the afiairs of the army under duo re- 

S ^onsibility. On tijc attainder of Staflbrd, 
uke of Buckingham, high cohstabic in the 
reign of Henry VI11, that monarch as¬ 
sumed and e,xerci.sed the* whole puwei-^ of 
the superintcnclancc and government of 
the army. But the arbitiarjii principle.* 
of that inpnarcli, and his imiuediule suc¬ 
cessors, rendered thesv practices no pre¬ 
cedent for the justice of modern times. 


lie allowed that Courts Martial were, ge¬ 
nerally .speaking, so constiiuted as to form 
the most proper tribunal forjudging mili- 
t.ar^ cases. But he considered it as a 
defect, that the legal ofiiccr who attended 
to do justice bi ♦ween the prosecutor and 
the crown, in the nunagement of the pro- 
jccufioii, wa.s, in fact, an officer of the 
crown. I’lie power of that utlicer ought, 
therefore, to he under proper guards, 
lie aiimitlcd, that if no abuses had existed 
in consequence of the right of revision, it 
would not ^lave become him to propose 
any alteration in a sy.stem of things so 
long established ; but he feared loo many 
iiiflanees had occurred, th.at would go to 
justify the proposition he had to submit to 
the liou.'.c. \Vhen he first had tlie honour of 
a seat in that house, a p.nper was laid upon 
the table, idative to the proceedings ol a 
court martial, whose sentence had been 
ch.inged from a sentence of acquittal into a 
srmtence of censure, lie adverted also to a 
recent case, that of the hon. Cochrane ,Iohn- 
stone, in which that gallant officer had 
been honourably acquitted, and yet in con¬ 
sequence of that right of revision, that 
gallant officer was p,assed over in a course 
I of general prouiolioii, and all his profe.s- 
sioiial jirospecls au<l hopes dosed and 
hlastcd^for ever. lie did not mean to 
deny the luKloubfed right of his majesty 
to employ or to dismiss what otlicers he 
pleased. But \vhen a ('onrt Martial was 
employed, it was right that its decisions 
should be carried into efli-ct, or piopcr 
leasons be given to the contrary, lie ad¬ 
verted to the .sui'A^ior situation if the Kavy 
on th‘is head, and cited the case of captain, 
nhvv sir Isaac Coffin, tried at ilaltfax by 
court martial, and ordcrc<>to be dismissed 
iiis/ship. Tiiu Admiralty assumed the 
right of dismissing capt. Cofiin from tlie 
navy altogether. But capt. Coifin ap- 
peal«4l by memorial to his majesty against 
tliu deci.sion, and the Judges to whom 
the matter was referred, consisting of 
persons not inimical to tin; crown, .among 
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whom were lord Kenyon, lord Lough¬ 
borough, sir James Eyre, and sir FraJicis 
Bullur, reversed tlie decision of tlie Ad¬ 
miralty, and rc-cstablisiicd the right of 
eapt. Collin to be employed in his pro¬ 
fession. He saw no reason \\ hy a similar 
coiitroui and s'evision should not exist in 
tlie army. The special duly of military 
officers to the crown, and their looking 
for promotion to the ciown only, devot¬ 
ed them particularly to the crown, and 
rciulered Iheir decisions at least not pro- 
perlv open to be enforced in rigour by 
lire "crown. He then adduced the case 
lolulive to the Perthshire fencihles^ u 
rdiarge had been brought against some 
suhallerns, who, after a long and impartial 
trial, had reason to cxjrect (and it was 
pnhliclv expecti d) that they' would have 
been Jioiiourably acquitted, but from tlia4 
ilay to this no man «ould say lie had ofli-j 
tial knowledge of that sentence, liu' it was 
totaliy sujipressed, and there was great 
reason to suspect, that th:it suppression 
was oumg to tin: great niten strf'xerled on 
behalf of the Colonel Aiho hail brought the 
ciiarges, and whose chat after wouhl have 
been seriously impi-acheil in the ac(|nittal 
of die accused, and the manner of that ex¬ 
culpation. He asked, then, if a system so 
lialile to abuse ilid not inqierionsly reiiuire 
)»arliame»tary interference to correet and 
improve it ? He submitted, then, to the 
cunsideralioii ot die house, witli great 
huiiiility, the following motion, which hail 
long occupied his most serious attention. 
He moved, “ That lea: e be given to bring 
in a Bill to expedite die decisions of Courts 
iMartial, and to pi ovi at any undue inter- 
terence in impeding or ddaviiig the re¬ 
sult thereof." 

The Sccrclan/ at War represented that 
the measure [»roposed could not possibly 
be entertained in the present session, as it 
wus incompatible w ilh several provisions 
in the Mutiny Act, particularly with that 
which bound mcmiiers of Courts Martial 
to keep their decisions secre/ till they 
should be revised by the crown. Hut, in 
ati.swer to the general \Pasoning o|’ the 
lion, member, he should argue, without 
going back to the times bei'ore the llevA- 
lution, w'liicli alTordcd no precedent appli¬ 
cable at present, that the inlerfcreucc |lvo- 
posfd would be injurious. The hon. gent, 
allowed that his myje.ity ought alivays to 
have the power of judging what ofliedfs he 
should employ, and what officers he should 
dismiss. He would ask, then, what dif¬ 
ference the alferatioii proposed in the 
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powers ot Courts Martial could make iif 
the case alluded to; namely, tiiatofthe 
lion. Cochrane .lohnstone ? Supposing him 
acquitted by the court, ilu* hon. member 
. 1 1 lowed Ins majesty ini^it still dismiss 
him. The immediate proimilgatioii of the 
seufetices of (Courts Martial would be, in 
many cases, cruel to the oflicers lliciu- 
sehes; for it would deprive his majesty 
of tin exercise of that beneficial niei ey by 
whieli he often remitted a censure or rc- 
pritiiaiid, in consideration of matters that 
were specified vvilli honour to the olliccr 
in question, so as to leave him still in the 
service tilth unimpaired, and sometimes 
even exalted diaraclcr. The naval service 
and the military were distinct in character, 
coiistilutioii, and govermiient. ilie laws 
appycuble to the one were frequently in¬ 
applicable to the other. Tliere was no 
good ground for interfering with that 
sy.slem, by which the army had now been 
governed f(,r a century. Any other sys- 
teni wouhl. he was ^nre, he attended wkli 
iiijury. 'llie annual revision of the Mu¬ 
tiny Act was the projier piirlumieiitary 
coiitroul, and it w.is amply sufficient for 
every good purpose. 

Sir l<’. Ihndfft, fiojii the obvious fact of 
naval discipline being adequate to every 
goltd purpo!,!', saw- no reason why the mure 
just anil cijurtable constitution of naval 
< 'ourfs .M.iriial should not extend to the 
anny. He adverted to the ca.se of col. 
Cochrane Johnslone, and insisted on the 
h,udsli![> of iimiidiing that gentleman 
after he had been acquitted hy tli(‘ Court 
Martial. \ similar influence might again 
be [lut into action for tlig nijury of some 
jdraerviiig memher of society. " No other 
hopes of iulvancement should he held out, 
but tlio.se dependent on c.xcliisive merit 
and inililary pre-eminence. The greatest 
fiossihle injury that could be done to the 
character or feelings of an officer, who h^d 
been liouourahly acquitted, was to*pass • 
him over in the list of promotions, except 
tliat w4iicli Went so far as to rever.se the 
sentence of the court by which he wsyi 
tried. Seeing, as he did, the necessity of 
reforinution, and the wide door wdiicli had 
been opened Jo abuses,.he should certainly 
.support the motion. 

Sir A. WdUf-Iei/ observed, that the mea- 
sur* proposed would go not only to alter 
the Mutiny Act, but also the Articles of 
War. The» navy was the chai-acteri.stic' 
and constitutional force of Brijuin, and ' 
might therefore be governed mure by the 
regulations of the legislature. But the 
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army ms a new force, arising out of the 
extraordinary exigencies of uiodern times, 
and, from erery consideration of expe¬ 
diency and necessity, must be left- under 
the controul of tlic crown. 

(ieneral FitzpfUrkk was ready to adirtit 
that Courts Mai tial required a reform to 
render the constitution of them and some 
of their foiins of proceeding, more con¬ 
sistent willi the. general sjjirit of Bniisli 
law. Hut the present proposition went too 
far. If the power of the crown was too 
much relaxed, the army would become 
highly dangerous to the peo[iIe and to the 
crown also. lie allowed the'extreme 
hardsliip of col.Cociirane Jolmstonc’s case, 
and would have been ha[)py if it had been 
in Ills power to remove tiie hardship that 
gent, bad sutfered. Hut as the pow/'r ol 
the crown was unlimited, and very pro¬ 
perly proposed to be lel’t at*, as to what 
ofTiccrs it would employ, he did not .see 
how’ fhetxtn isc of Jiis luaiesly’s disire- 
tibn could be remedied l)\ any measure 
proposing not to meddle with it. Tin- 
commaiider in chief fniiling liy tin- U-ttcr 
of the Judge Advocate, that col. Johnstone 
was not ail oflieer agreeable to his majesty, 
abstained liom lucownneiidiiig fnni in his 
turn for promotion. The only tiling that 
was open to remedy on that procoediliig, 
was to lender the Judge Advoc.ite lesjnui- 
sible for the advice he should give lo iiis 
majesty, and tliat li.id already been doi'.- 
by a clause in tiie [Mutiny .\c t, adopted 
by the house on his siiggc-siioii. I’he .s\ s- 
tein of the navy was inapplicable to tlie 
army in many cases. I'or in-.tance, a 
captain of a nnyi of ww hail the power 
to order a man to be Hogged without a 
trial. The first oflieer in the army had no 
such power, and he siiould be sorry to 
tliink he had. lie allowed it was dc^ipu- 
hle that the poa ers of the Judge Ailvocate 
should be defined and understood ; and 
recommended to the lion. gent, who filled 
that office, to introduce himself some mea¬ 
sure to that ellect. ♦ 

^Mr. Littleton consented to withdraw his 
motion, though he coulil not help observ¬ 
ing, that his wish had been mi.siiiterprelcd, 
as well as some of tus words. lie was imt 
desirous to trench on the royal preroga¬ 
tive : his Bill would only have, referred to 
general Courts Martial, and in thi.s point 
of viewr he could not see what distinction 
could be drawn between naval ifiid military 
courts, klc might at some future pcM'iod 
bring forward bis motion, when he honed 
to render it more palatable to the house. 


1808. —Sugar DistiUotim. ! 0 

[.SuGAR-DisTjr.LATioN.] Lord Binning 
having moved the aricoiid reading of the 
bill to prohibit the Distillation of Spirits 
from Corn or Crain, 

Mr. liiund npj)n.scd it, on the jiriiiciplc 
that all political intorferonce of tlie legi.s- 
lature w'ith the industry and general pur¬ 
suits of the country was bad. He would 
allow that particular circumstances might 
occur which would-jnstily such interfer¬ 
ence. it might he allowed under well- 
luundcd apprehensions ol' .scarcity, or as a 
measure of tempor.iry policy. Ho knew, 
how'over, of no scarcity either existing or 
to [le apprehended, w hich called for the 
present measure. Wheat, winch might he 
coii.biclered as the prim ipal food of man, 
wa.s hardly cvi, known at a more ^tcady 
price than it hatl been for .several months 
^ircst. Incase, however, a scarcity .siiould 
^ictualiy take jilace, he then wished that 
the crown should posse.s.s tlie power to stop 
the distillerlei. by a proi lamation. Wheat 
had for a long time been at a low price, 
•ind a pric; so low as to he hardly adequate 
to repay the farmer. He therefore felt it 
his duly to rcsi.st the .second reading. 

Mr. .'llarnpitl said tliut as to the general 
priiici|)lc‘ ot h aving agriculture to il.selh 
and not iiiterfering with it by any Icgis- 
l.xlive pro\i.sions, that piinciple would, jii 
P'slice, ho as applicable to tlic iiiU rests of 
tin- W I'st India [danters, or to the com- 
iiieice of the eoimtry, as to its agriculture. 
Hut it was known that the inleri'sts of the 
We.st India merchants had, in pointof fart, 
been much interfered with by the legia- 
latiiie. Although by the eomract under 
which our i.slaiids were culiivuted, the 
plaii'ers were to have the monopoly of 
supplying the empire with sugar ; yet, 
wlie.n \je oceupied St. Domingo, we re¬ 
eel ved 100,000 hogsheads anninlly from 
that colony, in competition with the pro¬ 
duce of our own colonic.s, and in violation 
of the conirncumade with them. Again, 
when it was represented tlial the planters 
held up till!,price of their .sugar too higii, 
parliament interfered, ami let in Hast India 
sugati in compeffrioii with it. At the time 
that parliament resolved on thi.s measure, 
lib did not recollect that a .single country 
gciUleman raised his voicl^-against the iii- 
Lerwrence of the legislature with the price 
of the produce of the We.st India cultiva¬ 
tion. Lf the principle was good in the one 
casej’ why was it not also good in the 
other ? Those country gentlemen, who 
now laid it down so broadly in their lec¬ 
tures on political economy*, never thought 
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of such a principle, iijitil thc'ir own inter¬ 


ests were touched. One lion. gent, a 
great land proprietor* (Mr. Coke, of Nor¬ 
folk), had on a turnier occasion, compared 
the* West India islands, in value, to ojsier 
islands in the Thames. lie would tell the 
hon. gent. howcMT, that the I'oniinerce of 
the \Vest Indi’es did most nia 1 eriull 3 ' in¬ 
crease the wealth ami prosperity of this 
coijiiiiy, and that t!i<* increase, of national 
wcaltiiand piosperity had ineieascd very 
much the rents and v.diie ol his great 
I'.slates. I'lu: country getitlemen who op- 
jxise this bill seemed not only to h.ive 
formed a s^-slem ol' political economy for 
themselves, hut thej' had I'ormed a ftew 
mode ol aiilhinetic; for thi'inselves. ]fv 
.‘lie common notions of arithmetic, the 
more \'ou subtracted from a thing, the less 
um.iincil ; Imt b^* the aiiLlimelic of the 
countly gi iitlcineii, (he inoie j'ou tool? 

I'rom lij<;*sloi !i of corn in the market,* 
the more 3011 (h*.slr<>_ved in distilleri< s, or 
ill ant' othi’r nay, the more w'ould be left 
to si'cun; the country against scarcit\'. 
They knew, however, (hai ilii*s uas pro- 
pti-i d merely as a temporary measure, and 
that, if any piai’tical ill ellecls should fol¬ 
low from it, ministers would have it in 
(licir power to siis|)end theopeiation of this 
act at any time. He thoiighl, that when 
ill. measuie wasbroughl foiward asa U'est 
India ipiestioii, it was brought 1‘,award as a 
lirilisli ipiestion ; for he eoncoit ed that (he 
jdanler.s and culti\.ilors of our West Imlia 
colonies were as nnu h ihitiNh stibjeels as 
the inindiitants of the metropolis. All hough 
the Atl.imie rolled between us and them, 
Vet their inierests were united with ours ; 
their habits and feelings weie Ihiii li; 
tlie^ were jnond of being governed IjV 
Jlritish laws. It was in this country that 
tliej' looked to end their days ; theft' allec- 
tioiis were lurned to iJiitaiti, and they 
called it their mollicr couiilrj'. lie hoped, 
then, th:it the mother cotmir\' would not 
act the part of an unnatural parent. At 
present there were but about .'} j,0(X) hogs¬ 
heads of sugar at the \Wst Iftdia docks, 
}»ut by October, when th'wie.vi crop came 
in, there would he above ^ 100 , 000 . * The 
average produce of our seltleiiients f»r 
many years hgen been il~0,000 hogsheads, 
and .30,000 would surely come in f.-om 
the Danish islands we had lately captured. 
The consumption of the British empire 
had never been more than 200,000 hogs¬ 
heads annually, and therefore it was most 
evident that the planters must be redtfeed 
to OTeat distresf as long 'as the accustomed 
Vot. XI. 


markets were shut against their produce.'* 
Against the next year, both tlie West India' 
cultivators and the Bi'iti.sh' htrmer's would ' 
knotv how to calculate the exertions that 
the\f should make. The igrcat objects of 
llnotiaparte were, fir.st. to ruin our com¬ 
merce through our colonies; and secondly, 
[to .starve, the people of this country into 
.siibmis.sion. If relief was refused to the 
Wi'st India nierehnnts, it w'.is prob'able 
that both these oiyects would beohrained, 
'I'he colonies would certainly be ruined, 
and the lii st had harvest might go rear to 
starve the comili'y, as long us there was no 
plat e to, import from, lie thought that 
the measure would not at all prevent the 
farmers from getting a fair price for their 
Corn, althotigh it might prevent them 
ii'oin getting a most exoi bitant price. 

Ah’. Eden cuiiicndetl tint the jjresent 
silnalion of the world, was the strongest 
tii'gumenl against any' tliscoiiragement of 
agi'itiilture. It was most impolitic to nar¬ 
row the market, and thereby diminish the 
pi'oductioivif gi’tu'n. From the Report of 
the Committee itself, it afipeared that it 
\v.is impt'ojier to e.xtend the measure to 
Irelaiiil. 'I'he distress of the W'cst India 
colonies w'as said to spring from the stop¬ 
page ofthe interi'om^e with the continent. 
Myiister.s aflirmed th.it the Orders in 
(aiimcil would ofx'ii this, 'fhese Orders - 
had keen six monllis in operation, and 
w hai h.id they' tione } 'rite intercourse had 
only lieen more elleclually' put an end to, 
and the distress of the pla.iters augmented. 
The iiest measni't; of relief w'oulil be to 
open llie ir.tercotu'ie direct lietwcen the 
colonies and other nations, .while the pre¬ 
sent «sfate of things c'oiitanucd. fie con- 
I'cludid, by deelaring his oppo.silion to tho 
,• measure. 

-Mrf'. Jirngi’C liuthumt thought that the 
general principle whicli w'as laid down 
ri specting the impropriety of legislative - 
interference, must be apjdicablc onlyjn 
general c'dses. 'I'he same principles tvas 
eipially applicable to the cmnmercc of 
the coimtry'^ as to its agriculture ; and yet, - 
ill practice, it was found absolutely neces¬ 
sary for the legislature, often to interfere 
in the allairs of eommerce. The evils 
under whiel^we labofired at the present 
moment were these ; wc were excluded 
from importing, (as we lead been -accus- 
toiiied) the surplus corn ^f other countries 
to meet a ^ilure of the Irarvest, and at the 
same time we were pressed with a glut 
of West India produce. Those temporary 
evils could not be femedied by the apph- 
3 G ' 
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'‘cation of any general abstract juiunple. 
lie thonglit the present mcasnro well cal¬ 
culated to relieve the West Ii'idia plant¬ 
ers, and at the same tiiin* to iliuiinish tlie 
alarm v, hich prevalleil in some jjarts of the 
United Ivingtlofu of a scarcity. 

Mr. Dav/is (iidihj ohjecled to tlie mea¬ 
sure, US he thought tin* iiiteifeience of the 
legislature, U|)oii any 0 ( easion, niihthe 
agricniinre or eonnnerce of thi“ country. 
Vtu.shigltly iiijnriona ; exe.'ptnig in ctises 
of scarcity, ol’ uhicli at present there was ; 
nut the siriallest appearaiiee. 

iMr. C'oL‘ Imped that niini.ster.s would 
not press a measnie, when their majorities 
were So very small, undwiien ine iniiio- 
rify was so respectable. It was true, that 
perhaps they might derife more snpiiort 
from the luanutucturing atid eonmtereial 
inlerests, but he hoped that cousideratioii 
would not prevent them ftsim rloing jus¬ 
tice to the landed interest. If he hail e\ei 
used tile term ‘ gamhling sjieeulations’ to 
the cultivation of the colonies, he had cer¬ 
tainly never meant to apply the term in 
an otlensivc sense; but he wa"^ surpt'i.ed 
that none ol the West India gentlemen 
ever spolic without using the woid moiio- 
poly, which was a term th.it hail not hei ii 
applied to them; aijd \et heieuld not 
conceive how there roulil exist any grt at 
monopoly ol corn in tins eoonti \ ; wlurt'as 
there might easily he a monopoly ol' 

' Biigai, us that was an article w'neli w.i.. 
kept in few hands, lie thought it was 
absolute nonsense to lliink of fixing a in.ix- i 
ininm in the price ol corn The ii.nl t-lleels 
of attempting a inininnnn in the price ol 
labour had been already felt. As to the 
1 profits ol lanfieis, he ilKinght it hut rea¬ 
sonable that li one ^j.nt ol their cioji ( 
failed, as it nolonon-ly did at tiie last har¬ 
vest, tlu't slionid inai;'e soiia Itnng iimre 
on tiiat part which had not failed. ’ 'lifts 
was the only mode by wh'.eli they tould | 
pay tlieir rent, taxis, and othei ex|jent.'es. 

'Mr. /t/yre said, that if he thought the 
nteasure befiac the house was at all calcu¬ 
lated to alli'ct the luteri'sts of agrie*dture, 

' or to produce that scaicity w hit h it was 
itfieniled to prevent, he^siionUl he one of 
the last men in the worhl to vote lur i'.. 
The landed inlerciil had t.'ken a false 
alatni on the siihji et. lie higffly aiiprovcd 
of relieving the West India nieVehifuts, 
Ironi which the laiulod uitcrest would^rl- 
Uinately derive the greatest hentat. 

Mr. was of opiniifii tliat the 

riUcrest of^the planter and the interest of 
- the fanner were not only compatible, but 
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inseparable, 'fhe manufacturers of the 
populous county which ho had the honour 
to rcjneseiit, were Adiglilcned enough to 
he ciiinpletely convinced of this fact. So 
f.ir was this from a rash and injudicious 
interference with the interests of agricul¬ 
ture, that he was satislied the measure 
under consideration would* ojieiale as a 
proteetioii to them ; and he felt, and be¬ 
lieved the country at large would feel, 
that his majesty’s mini.sicrs had exi reiscM 
; .a sound discretion in the sujijmrt of this 
bill. 

Mr. Calvcri, adverting to the clainmirs 
about high prices, observed, that if we 
vveiie to raise our own supjilies, the farmer 
must have a jirire tliat might lender it 
worth his vvlcili- to cultivate poor as well 
as rich land. 

.Sir John Ntuport (t( | aeated the (ain- 
^leringwith the agriculuire of the coun- 
/r\, ,ind declared, tliat. this,measiire would 
he Ilf the ruiisl fat.d c onseijueuce to the 
tillage of Ireland, whii h was lieeiuiiiug a 
great sonrie of supply to t .ii at IJrilaiii. 
I'.very tliiitg that he had hi aid only eon- 
liiiiud his objeciiori to tin measure. 'I'o 
jirove lli.il iheie was no at tiial scare ilv, 
he stated from coinpi leiil aiilliority that 
till- pi ice of gram was falling in those 
[ilai 1 s where Iroiii ihe siojipage of imer- 
eoiirsewith fhe neighbouring districts, it 
h.nl risen to the greatest height. 

Mr. Munniu'^ sjmke in favour of the hill, 
whieli was ahsoluti ly ueees.sary to prevent 
the ruin of the colonics. 

Mr. iMvcihti sj.oke as follows;—Sir, after 
all ihe altenticjii in my power lobe.slow on 
this siihjeet, and after mature considera¬ 
tion (it every argimieni that has hemi 
i uigeil in its favour, I < .nmol say that it 
appears to me either ueees.sovv or expe¬ 
dient. «Xu ca.se* w hatever lias lieoii made 
out to justify .siiclv a dangerous iiiterfer- 
enee with the agriculture of the kingdom; 
it has not even the ground of prohability 
(o siip])ort it, aifti rest.s its depenilaiice 
solely on the apprehcn-ioii that a measure 
ol this kind may bei ome nect-is.sary liert*- 
after. Now, sirMf merely upon tin- bare 
jiossiliiliiy ol a (diange becoming necessa- 
rjj in the law of the land, we, arc to pro¬ 
ceed and make a most serious innovaliou 
on conjecture alone, not on‘any establish¬ 
ed I act, arc gentlemen aware of the mis¬ 
chievous con-scquences that may and will 
arisc^from the establislime^.nt of such a 
fatal precedent .> To sanction this bill 
wc ought to have a strong ca.se belbre us; 
none sach appears, and !• must contend 
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that it Ins not probability in its favour, upon ns. Tlic landed gentlemen tvbo SE^y-' 
All the .icfoiints from the country allbrd in this Ituuse would do well to recollect,.' 
reason for us to expect aplentiful tiarvcst, that the eyes of the Brhisli enipiiT, the, 
and in addition thereto wo hear from all eyes of their eonsiituents j ere upon tltem..' 
))arts of the i-ydcr cifinties, that the pro- lie had not the honour to represent a 
ilnei; ol'.\)iph’n and pears is likely to prove i ounty, iuit liis feelings were the. same as ' 
abun larit. 1‘Vciy one knows that a good if he did. W'rni he to acquiesce in this 
cvdi r yi'.ir depresses the barlej' market, measure, or willingly to miss any oppor- 
Ihal eorn therefore is not likely to hear a tmiity that oecuired ol' opposing it, he . 
'^rice ade<|uate to tlie cxpeiicc of ruitiva- iiould be conscious that he had ubaiidon- 
tiun; if, eontrary to all these more fa- ed liglits which lie was hound to defend, 
voiirable exjiectations, an iinfoieseeii ca- and that he h id contributed to lay the 
{amity should happen to blast ibi. ensuing foundation of fiiliire t'amiries. 
liarve-sl, then the ministers may avail ]\Ir. l/V.v/ov; said, that as he had expres- 
ihcinselves of the king’s jircrogativf to sed his*scnliineii(.s pretty fully upon the 
.slop the di.stille.rics by proi laination, and subject before tlio bouse the last time it 
no member of this house will object to a was imder consideration, he should not 
lull of indemnity. I eannot help noticing, then long intrude, iqifm their patience, but 
.'ir, the cliargc of irieoiisistency urged lie tfoiild not help entreating file hon, 
against the farmers. All the bad rotisi* gentlemcnopposiic.thatat least they would 
quenees tliey predicti'd are said to b« state some spi-cilie reasons to justify the 
iinagin ny, heeaii.se corn has 11^011 in priee apprehensions wliieh had been declared of.e 
.smre the di.st ii>si(»ti of this measure, a scarcity of grain in the country. The 
Why, sir, it is in conseipicnco of such dis- lion, gentlemen would make no reply upon 
rassion within tiie.se walls lhatsm advance a topic uluch had been again urged, and 
li.is taki-n place, and every man expected had been particularly referred to, by an 
it who knew any thing of the subject, him. baronet, (sir G. Warrciider), nainciy'. 
The distillers ln\e liought au unuMial the hiarket price of corn, of wheat in par- 
qiianlity ; .speculators have lieeti at uork; linilar, at whioh it*vas then jiroposed to 
(Ilf a ivaiu'O is tmupoi.iry; serious mis-| |)iohibii tlie grain distillciy. as compared 
eliiel' will follow, and depn .s;.ii>ii fake j «ifii m hat it w.as upon former occa.sions, 
pl.ice at tin; III \t liar\c-t. Tli - last liai-- (lie .same measure w.is adopted, 

vest was in many place.s .scaulj with ixs- Wheat was then at tlio lime he was speak- 
])• ft to barley and pulse, yet we have ing only 72.V. m It had arisen ill 

gone on well : it Ins given us a sullicient July to « !.i.. and in Augii.st to I0.S.v. ; in 
supiily, mid at a moderate price. If we Dee. 1SOO it was at l‘j7s. barley at 7l.». 
let the fanner alone, wq sliall provide belbre fhe suspension was delennined upon, 
.siilliiieiit eorn without any importation, and it w .ks taken oil'at a time when it was 
Wiili res|)ect to wheat, we have olUained liiglu r than at the iiioi^ent it was then 
a lery i ousidoraide increased supply from ^proposed to ho pul on. Mot one of liis iiia- 
llie infrodiiclioii of threshing maehiiies, je<t^'s ministers, nor any other lion. gent. 

Al lie!i eorn U'Cil to he left in tl^-straw had thought proper to ni.ike any answ er to, 
when the Hail was only used; it was nrt’any comment ujion these-observations, 
w.isted ; ii'iw «i i-ry grain is brought for- but be ^rusted lie .should iusir sonietliing 
ward ill aid of (he < ousimipliou. Heiiig , stated upon the sulqect in the eouiat; of t|^at 
llu'rofc're of opinion that no jusiiliahle 
ri a«oii has her:', etlercd in .support of iJii.s 
bill, th.it it advei>j; |o tin; t^'iie interest 
of our eonnlry, it mu.sl have my decided 

opposiiioii. * • c; ire unis tan ce.s limy’' eoiild expect to ari.se 

r..ord Lnygiicr.ift staled the fact, that that would render it le.ss neces.sary next 

Eeh. I.S02, (he price of wheat was hi.gher year or the year aflesi. The los.s of the 
at the openiiig<^f the distillorie.s than now' ioreigii .supply was m truth tlie only 
>\hen tliey wire to Ik* .shut; and then reasifti th.it cou hi ,be fairly insisred upon, 
liierc, could not he a prospect of au abun- l)id» they then mean to say^ that they cx- 
dant liarvest, wlfich vve at ]u'esent had. pocted the ports .-igaiii to be ojifn next 
This fact w'a.s a complete answer tl) all year, or wofc they .sanguine enough to bc' 
that had been said respecting a scarcity. lieve that without tin: foreign .supply, corn 
Sir James Halt said, we had been told would be cheaper •than it bvl been this 
from the throne that the ey^s of Europe arc year } He, for his part, could hardly ima- 


iiigln s debate. JMr. \V. .said, he bagged 
I he liousv to con-.ider, if they .saiietioned 
the jifoposcd measure upon the only 
gronr.ds that Iiad vet been staled, what 
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gine it would ; oats might be somewhat 
cheaper, and so might peas and beans if 
tte crop w as better, but he hardly tliouglit 
it, likely that wheat would, or that upon 
the whole we should be more plentifully 
suppUe;^ with grain than at present. There 
was no probability that the same rea.sons 
wogld not exist, if reasons the}' could be 
ca})cd, for stopping the distilleries next 
y^r, which prevailed at that time. He 
then obsevv*-d that several gentlemen had 
remarked, that it was oxlraorilinary the 
'..[^landcd interest should .so much coinpinin 
cf the loss of the distillery market, when 
at tlie same time they were so patient 
under and so little eoinplaitied of the an* 
‘nual importation of foreign corn, and which 
operated to the full a.s*iiijuriously upon the 
agriculture of the country as the proposed 
1 measure couhl possibly do. Hut those, 

, hon. gentlemen were conipically mistaken 
Jn -their idea.s upon that subject. The 

- landed intere.st did sensibly feel the injury 
done to British agriculture by the facility 
of importation of corn of foreign grow th, 
but they felt, at.so the impropriety and im- 
jwlicy of making these topics the subject 
offreement parliamentary discussion, ilad 
those non. gcnllemou lijirgot that only four 
years ago an act passed to check the 
, importation of foreign corn in eoiiset]uen. e 

pf the strong reiircsentations of the lauded 
interest upon the subject at that time? ’i lad 
they forgot the clamour that was raised 
against that measure, and the difliculty 
'there was in overcoming those clainouis, 
notwithstanding the support it received in 
parliament, and the very limited extent to 
*'• which the prihtbilo of that bjll was eon- 
' filled? The lauded interest did certainly 
feel strongly that nothing could be more 
'^ryuriousand more impoliticthan encourag- 
* ing the agriculture of foreign countrif-’s 
at the expence of our ow n. We had all 
, the means of providing for our own sub- 
^si8fei\re, wc had lands, capital, industry, 
agricultural science, nothing was requi- 
, site hut proper encouragement, an^ pro- 
per .security. It was the height of absiir- 
dfty to continue such a system of laws and 
regulations relating to the corn trade a.s in 
truth operated to d/*pres.s thp agriculture 
' of our ow’u country, and encourage that of 
foreign nations; even now, since theoas* 
sing of the act of 1804-, the British markets 

- had been constantly open to foreigners, 
and the British growers as cot>stantly dc- 

l^'^lVcd of (.any reciprocal advantage. It 
' tkas true tli^t the provisions of that law 
'were such that the importation would have 
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been checked had the average price fallen 
to (itjjf. per qr. vvheat,^nd that was a consU 
(Ictuble advantage in the security to the 
farmer.s against an excessive depression, 
compared with the acf previously cxi.sting, 
but it ought to be stopped at a much earlier 
period. The |)rejudices of the people how¬ 
ever were strong ufion these subjects, and 
unfortunately their opinionsvverc too gene¬ 
rally mistaken and ojieratiiig against their’ 
oH'ii object and interests. In the year 171)5 
the table of the house was covered with 
petitions signed by thousands of persons, 
praying tlm ri^pcal of that law, and ex¬ 
pressing their desire in very urgent terms. 
Neither the acliiiinistration of that clay, 
however, nor the majority of the hou.se, 
thought it aclvi.-ohle to comply with the 
w ishes of the pctitii-uers, and it was very 
Ihrtuiuite they did not, for the repeal of 
tjiat measure would have materially (lamp¬ 
ed tlio .spirit of improving atjiieulture, and 
we should have now had to deplore the 
t'ilccls. Ill this iiistaiire there was another 
proof of tlje (liliereiit policy which then 
prevailed, contrasted with that which 
seemed to govern his majesty’s ministers 
at the present moment; the price of v\ heat 
was higher by above ten sbilliiigs per 
quarter when the.se petitions were pre- 
.'sented to the hoiwe than it was then, when 
the grain distillery was about to be pro¬ 
hibited. These circumstances altogether 
provid, that tlic landed interest was not in- 
diflereiit to the importation of foreign corn, 
though solicitous at the same time to avoid 
the agitation of ([ueslions of such a nature 
us had alway-s been found to create a con¬ 
siderable degree of uneasiness in the minds 
of the people. 

Loril IV. Russell expressed his surprise 
at the silence of ministers on a qiie.stion of 
th Is importance. He wislu d to know', 
whether they considered themselves as 
responsible for this measure, vchicb vva,s 
brought forward, under such su.spicious 
circumstances. He asked, whether it was 
w'isc or politic to re,strict agriculture in 
the present, circumstances of the country ? 
The ^propositiofr appeared to him incon¬ 
sistent with common sense. 

'The hou.se then divided: for the se¬ 
cond reading DO, against it 3s). Majo¬ 
rity 51. 

[Local Militia Bill.] Lord Castlereagh 
moved the order of th^ day, for the fur¬ 
ther^ consideration of the report on the 
English Local Militia bill, after which 
the bill was ordered to be recommitted, so 
far as related tot the two diauses reserved 



825) PARL. BEBATfiS, June 3, iao8.---W v 

on a former night. On the clause for re 


quiring persons who claim exemptions in 
consequence of ii.iving paid the fine under 
tlic act, to sign a declaration that they 
had not paid by meins of any insurance 
v|h ■ 


or otherwise than w^h their own proper¬ 
ty, being read, 

JMr. Banks ubiected to it, on the ground 
i that it would make the measure bear 
Ycavily upoti the lower classes, whilst it 
would operate lightly on the higher classes 
If personal service was enforced in every 
instance, the measure would nut operate 
so unequally. IJut as substitution was not 
allowed, he thought that the lower classes 
should be permitted to relieve themselves 
I'rom the pressure of the fine by insurance, 
as otlierwise the measure would he odious 
in the country. 

'J'lie StcrcKuy at IVar was stirpriscd at the 
opposition made to this clause, hecauselt 
would go to the whole of the hill. TMs 
rlauw was abs<ilutely neeessary to render 
the bill operative, as, if insurance was al¬ 
lowed, the bill could never take effect. The 
burtli.ii of the servjcc could not be heavy, 
or the inmiber jsf volunteers who otler- 
ed themselves to seive as local militia, 
would not he so great as the fact proved 
it to he. 

Mr. IV/ndhani thouglit this clause niO'.l 
highly ob|ociiou'ible, because it imposwl 
a lieavy partial hurlhcn upon individuals 
»(f tlie lower class, without allowing them 
to secure tlumiscites against it by insu¬ 
rance. The jucasure ought either to en¬ 
force in every instance personal service, 
or insurance sliould be allowed, because 
in every case the lesa r evil would he pre¬ 
ferred. In llie lower classes the line 
would he a greater evil than personal ser¬ 
vice, and tiny of course must seme, 
whilst with the higher classes ‘the fine 
would he (he h-.sser evil, and they of 
course would paj^ it, and not sniimit to 
their personal serx ice. The service would 
he ruin to many [icrsons in business, who 
must serve, and if the service would be 
ruin, the line which went to coinjici it 
must he equally ruii'*us. No option 
therefore was given, as was .sta^bd by 
the noble lord, because either alternative 
must be ruij^ to. the industrious classes, 
whom it would be most desiiable to pro¬ 
tect. 

Lord Casihreas'h .staled that there were 
only two ways of mitiwating the severity 
of conscription by baliot; mitigation by 
fine, or mitigation by substitution. He 
preferred the^itigatigiy by fine, •aud was 


not surprised at the iqipQsil^^n 'of. 
right hon. gent, because he was me 
animated in resisting evenr principle- thef 
was borrowed from himself; the fine 
tlie principle of his Training bill, 
did not admit of substitution. The ifisii- 
rance lie looked upon as injurious (o tb# 
military service, in the case of insural^ 
olliccs, the office keeper endeavoured, aa 
was natural, to obtain the men on 
cheapest terms, and so far interfered witlk 
the rec ruiting for the army. Thesame 
was produced by the iasurance clubs, and 
by the assistance afforded by the parish^ 
to iiuli^’irluals of a particular descriptic^. 
The insurance, if allowed in this instance, 
would have the effect of withdrawing the 
men from tite service. The service under 
tliis bill was diilerent from that under the 
peAnaiient militia c.stablishment; forwhilst 
persons could not enter into the latter, 
without destruction to all their domestiq 
habits and prospc'cts in life, the senfitStjf 
under the former would not be attend^ 
by that taiin which the right hon. gent, 
iqipiehcnded. The pcrmi.ssion of insurance 
would have the enect of throwing the 
whole burthc'ii of service.upon the poorer 
clu.sses, by withdrawing all those whose 
means enabled tVrtim, by insurance, to 
cyver themselves from the personal ser¬ 
vice;. He was convinced, that insurance 
wasaat complete variance with the princi¬ 
ple of the measure, and therefore he coiij^ 
nut. consent to allow it under any circum- 
stances to interfere with the operation of 
this hill. 

iVIr. Dfivies fr'/ddy thought that the clau^, 
as worded, appc'ared to d>e too severe;, 
because it would seems that in every in* 
stance the fine was to be the property of 
the person paying it, whereas hew*aa.-of 
opWiion that parents should be allowed to 
pay for their sons, and masters for theife^ 
apprentices or servants, .. ii 

Mr. Bahington did not approve 
mitting persons to iti.sure, and thoug;ht 
a vc|;y jiroper sum to be paid in the waV; 
of fine. For if the fine was very low, ai^' 
insurance was permitted, the conse^uon^.! 
would be that \;very person would iustn^'1 
and the fine would be paid by the ina u*l 
ranee officts. * r>.^’ 

^i'<l if. Petty contended, that by 
r;^ii('c they wlur insured would not do 
withdraw themselves from the serVlicff' 
of the qpuntry, but to enable them to' 
meet an option held out to them by:,fh^ 
legislature. He ^insisted alsc^tbat it o^^ 
the middle class of industriotis persons tluA ‘ 
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would) by the prohibition of insurance be 
ra}|ied> either by the fine, or by personal 
•ervice, to the utter destruction of their 
^^siness or profe.<«sions. He entirely dis- 
'^nroved of the clause. 

Lord Castlerensh acceded to the princ iple 
suggested by Mr. T). Giddy, and had no 
doubt that a proviso might he* prepared 
to allow fathers to pay the fine for thedr 
si^s, and masters for their apprentices or 
seSrvants, without interfering with (he ge¬ 
neral operation of the bill.—A division 
then took place, when the numbers were, 
Fpr the Clause, lOfi; Against it, 10.—Ma¬ 
jority, 00. I 

The other danse was then agreed to, 
and the house having resmne<l, the report 
was brought up, when the Speaker inform¬ 
ed the. bouse, that the whole report was 
now before the lionsc:, and that the (ji^es- 
lion would be that the amendments of the 
committee be agreed to, which passed in 
the affirmative.—^Tlio amendments having 
been gone through, lord Casilereagh ]iro- 
posed VV'^ednesday next for the ihifd read¬ 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. Windham oxpre.ssed bis snrjirise that 
the noble lord should be so anxious to pre- 
(Upitatc the last stage of the bill, the more 
SO, OS it had tliis niglU been allowed to 
proceed two stages. v. 

- liord Cnstlcrcagh felt no less surpri.M'd at 
the surprise of the right hon. gent.f for 
tnirely no hurry had taken place in the 
progress of the bill; on \Vednes<lay Last 
the bill was in a committee, and then the 
only clauses to which the right hon. gent, 
had objected, were again under considera¬ 
tion. The.re w»s now to occur an intcr- 
raption of businCiP; for three or four days, 
had during that period, the right hon. 
)^nt. would surely be able to make up his 
|iamd W’ith respect to any further objectiung 
which it might be his intention to oiler 
against the principle or the provisions of 
^le hill. 

• Mr. W. Wynne, Mr. Tierney, and Mr.- 
Calcrafl, were exceedingly anxious tlu; 
third reading of the bill might not be 
pressed for We<!nesday next, especially if 
Curates’ bill was to t-akb precedence of 
it. The bill was unquestionably of more 
importance than any of those 'Ahich were 
Mtd to stand in the way. It was tliert:f«ire 
Ifaeir wish that the bill should take the pr]j- 
cedence of any other, if not on Wednes- 
ifey next, at least on Thursday oj; Friday. 
Lor^ Castlereagh and the Chancellor of 
ilia £xcbeqi¥er obscrred,^that the business 
Itfaidiat^ fo^ those days could not possi¬ 


bly be postponed. The second reading 
of the Cumtes’ bill was to have come on 
immediately atlcr tlic recess; and the 
Dublin police bill vvaiwith universal con¬ 
sent fixed for Thur.s/ay, it being utterly 
inconvenient for many Irish members to 
attend after (hat day. Mr. Whidham and 
•Mr. Calcraft .still pres.sed their ohjcclions 
to Wednesday, when the «]iie.stion whether 
the bill be read a third time on Wednes/ 
day, before the di-^cussion on the ('urates* 
hill, was put, and the house divided: 
Ayc.s, 5d; >,'oe.-’, 7. 


, HOCbK OF COMMO-XS. 

IVednesday, June 8. 

[Local jMii.i t” \ Hill, j Mr. Brand pre¬ 
sented a Petition Iroi.i .lolm Cartwriglit of 
linficld, ill the coimtv ol Middlesex, tak¬ 
ing notice of the Hill for enabling his ma- 
j(*sty to establidi a pennanclit local IMili- 
tia force in Jinglaml, umb-r certain re¬ 
strictions, for the defence of the realm ; 
and setting forth, that the petitioner con-, 
reives the .said Hill is essentially at vari¬ 
ance with the English constitution, and, if 
it should puss into a law, and make part 
of the present gener.il system of defence 
for (Jreat Hritum, which general system 
(he pctitiom.r enneeives to be fundament¬ 
ally unconstitiition d and defective, that 
system would thereby be fart her coimte- 
n uiced, confirmed, and fortified, whence 
greater danger to the slate, and to (he 
laws and liberties of the people, would 
•irise, than that to which they are already 
c\|) 0 .scd ; and therefore praying, that the 
said bill may not pass into a law’.—The 
Pi'tition was read, and ordered to lie on 
Ihc talilc. 

[Plymol'tii Dock Pomcf. Hill.] Mr. 
ad verted to the great depreda- 
tioiLS commitli'd in J’lyinouth dock-yard, 
and moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
establisli a Police for that yard. 

Sir W. FJjhrd admitted the fact of the 
depredations, and only doubted whether 
this W'ould be! the best motle of remedying 
the evil. lie wohld not, liowever, ohjeet 
to the bringing in of the bill. 

Mr. Tj/n'whit mentioned, that he mere¬ 
ly meant to bring it in, andihave it print¬ 
ed, with a view to eirciilale it, and allow 
it to lie over till next .se.ssion. 

Sir C. Pole thought that some measure 
of thi* .sort would be veiy useful, if it was 
not absolutely necessary. ■ 

Mr. Bastard gave full credit to the mo¬ 
tives of ‘his hon, faend, but Ae hoped that 
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he would take care to fix no censure on the 
county niagistnites^ and there could be 
no censure greater-than to have justices 
appointed by tite cwwn sitting along wdth 
tliein in managing me county business. 

Admiral Jlaivetf fbservcd tliat some lo¬ 
cal jurisdicUtyi wasmecessary at Plymouth 
dock. / 

L I'he ChanceUor^qf the Krclieqwr would 
Y><>t object to the bringing in of the bill, 
ijut hoped that neither be nor any in the 
house, nould be understood as pledged 
to an approbation of it.—Leave given. 

[IsisH Ik iH.tT.] The house having re¬ 
solved itself into a conmiiftee of \yays 
and Means, 

Mr. Faster, after observing that be 
would detain the bouse but a very short 
time, brietly stated, under the various 
heads, llie. sums recpiired in Ireland fur 
the service .of the year IsOS, amoimv 
ing in all to ff,7(>7,3.'jO/. Irisii eurrency ; 
remarking that this was a very large sum 
for that country. To meet this he enii- 
ineraled various items, viz. ti>*! Oidinary 
Kevomie ; (he loan eontraeted 

in Lugland for the service of Ireland, 
2,7().S‘,:t32/. ; (he loan to be granted by 
the Hank of Irelaml for the ri’iie.wal of 
their f harUT, l,2<0,00i)/. ; the loan con- 
trai teil 111 Ireland, 7.'5(),<X>()/. &c. making 
togilher tin; su;ii of !),7<>7,o.7()/. Irish cui- 
reney.—W itli respect to the loan ef.ntract- 
ed for in Ireland, it h id been contracted 
tiir in the three and a li. 'f pi;r cents, anil 
at an interest not exceeding that on the 
loan raised in tireal liritain, viz. I-/. 1 tx. Od. 
per cent. 'J’!ie charges per aniiuni of the 
interest and sinking fund on the three 
loans wouhl be as follows : 

The Loan la.sedia Ireland.£ 4j,.5tV2 

The Rank, of liel.ind I.o.m. 7.5,000 

The Lo.iii raised in Jni^l.iud .... l.'fs>,00l) 

Total .... 230,4112 

In order to raise this sum, it would be 
necessary to impose new Taxes, and he 
trusted the committee would concur with 
him ill opinion, that it would l^e better to 
ellcct ibis not by imposing a number of 
small taxes, but rather to lay on a kirge 
tax at once, in such a way ns would leai^t 
allect tho community in'Ireland. It was 
well known lliEt in Ireland, as wtII as in 
England, the distilleries evaded the malt 
duties in a considerable degree, by di.still- 
ing from raw corn ; he therefore. pn^jo.s- 
ed to extend to all raw com used in distil¬ 
lation, the duties at present imposed upon 
malt. It was also liis intention to propose 
an additional duty on tbrr^gn spirits im- 
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ported into Ireland. These WiiaSr't-^ 
ther with the saving in the manageihL 
ol the Debt, would more than coveulthli?; 
CJharges of the Interest, ojad Sinking' 
of the three Iziahs, vi'z.: /'T 

Extension ol the Malt Duties to raw ' 

Cjriiy ■ .••• «*•■■•••«• 333^: 

Duly on I'oreign Spirits. 22^300. 

Sav.ii^s in the M.inagcmcnt of the Pub. 
l.c Debt. • 7,303 

Total .... 363rflW 
There were certain arrangements da*, 
peiideut on the measure now betbre pa^-, 
liauicnt, relative to the Di.stiiiation frotia, 
Sugar, ^ ilh which he would not then trou¬ 
ble the committee. 

GENERAL RtC.\PtT»ILATION. 

LOAN' FOX IRSLANO. 

Irisli Money. Inteivst ;ind Sinking Fund.' 

bni rowed in England.139,904 

2,000,000 ditto in Ireland. 120,36* 


4,70i‘.,302 Annual Charge .£.280,46*1 

W.ays and Means for raising the said Charge, . 
1 j. 8rf. per gallon on Sjiiriis home 
made on 4,000,000 gallons. ,£.500,000 

Deduct one third for Malt.166,666 

--333,334 

Duiics on Imported Spirits 400,000 gal¬ 
lons, at 13r/. oi’.e-lli.rd per g.illon. 22,300; 

Saving on Bank Management. 7^500 

£.363,334 

* Deduct charge as above 280,46^ 

* Surplus 82,86* 

Chaige on 5tli Jan. 1808. i' 

Uiifundoi' Debt. a9,5Sf 

Trcasuiy JidU. 400,00Ci 

Remains I'lii in lolaiiii CinaU.213,464'- 

- Ito'.vth ilarboui. 6,000; 

-I'.vst Fruits.SOjObOi' 

Other Ai tides.f. 200,000 


Discharge. 


£.901,041 


Loan unapplied... 671,99* 

Bulanvc in Exchciiucr, Jan. 3, 1808. 298,113 

* 4r 

l,170,l34i 

Deduct Charge, as above. 901,041 

Surplus to be cairicd to Ways and Means 
lor !8p8.£.259,093 

Interest and Sinking Fund ) ^ gg^ r 

ot Debt...J ’ ’ 

Quota of Expentc for tlic 
Year (5,868,515 Brit 


6.337,. 


558 


9,767,330 

Annual Means for 1808. . 

Reveftnes and Exiratudin.iry Resources 4,800,000* 

Loa.vraised in Ireland ..2,UOU^Q0(h 

-Great Biitam ......... 2,7()8,,33S 

Supplies as ahfve .. 239,09* 

£?»,967i4«S 

He then moved aVarlety of AesolutiolWif 
correspondent to bis statement^ which wer*. 
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eed to.->-A short discussion then took 
j^e on the terms of the Irish Bank Loan, 
.^hich were strongly defended by Mr. 
Poster. Upon i^hich, 

Mr. Parnell obserredf tliat he could 
not agree in o[iuiion with the ri,ghl hou. 


tsss 

they lose 7,0001. being the diflerencc 
between 15,000/. (wliich the public have 
a right to receive q<i the balances of 
300,000/.), and 7,0(rf'/. which the Bank 
have a right to tor n/anagirig the debt.— 
In an.swer to w'hat h£^< been .said respect- 


g^t. (Mr. Foster), that the Loan for j ing the favour whict the Bank has con- 


1,250,000/. which he had ncgociated with 
the Bank of Ireland, was entitled to thu.se 
terms of approbation wdiich he had bc- 
J Stowed upon it. On the contrary, he con- 
'X', sidered it as one highly di.sadvantageou.s 
^.' ,' -to the public. For, if the right hon. gent. 
' h sd borrowed this sum in Dmdon, instead 
of the public having to p.ay an interest at 
the rate of 5 /. per cent, they would only 
’ ■ have had to pay 4/. 1 ts. (id. the rate at 
C which the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
. this country, a few days ago, made the Joan 
' for England. On this sum of 1,250,000/. 

, the annual diilerence in tlie amount of 
' intere.st between the two rates is no levs 
than 3,438/. so that the public will ac- 
! tiially sustain an annual loss to tips anujunl, 
/'• because this loan has been borrowed from 
the Bank'of Ireland, and not in the u.sual 
course, in London, and at the sniiic tiinc 
with the money wanting tor the services of 
^giand .—With resptet to the other con- 
^^4ditions on which the (charter of the Bank 
to be renewed, they were by no moans 
..'"■fiuch conditions as ought to lie acce<lcd to, 
,as a sufficient consideration for so viduable 
a concession as the renewal of the C'havter, 
The security which the renewal will af¬ 
ford to tin: Bank for so many years of the 
/^great,advantages which it enjoys from its 
'.'.'exclusive rights in the Banking 'I’rade, j 
^^ohould have ubta'ined for the public inncli 
■I'toore advantageous terms. / 

Shank's agreeing to manage the public 
i'.idebt gratis, and thus to .surrender a ejaim 
on the public of about 7,000/. per aniiuiJi, 
this is in fact a transaction unfavourable to 
tht: public, if at the .same time it is to be 
'otideTstood that the Bank arc to make no 
allowance to the public for the balances of 

? ublic money which lie in their iiands. 

hese balances amount, on an average, to 
a sum of 300,000/. and bccording to the 
principles laid down in the report of the 
Committee of Finance, the joublic have a 
just claim be allowed 51. per cent, on 
this sum—4iut instead of any such allow¬ 
ance bciitig a part of the terms entered 
'into with the Bank, no mention is made of 
these balances, and therefore, m the place 
puBlip being benefited by a sum of 
‘■7,000^. pe/ann. on account of no charge j 


ferred on the public fy lending to them 
this sum of 1,250,000/. \*he hon. mcinhcr 
maintained, that each subscriber to tbi^^ 
loan will be able to sell his share, imme¬ 
diately upon the bill being pa.ssed into a 
law, for a preininm of 20 or 50 per cent, 
or even more. For if, upon a capital of 
1,5Q0,000/. the Bank have been hitherto 
able for several years, to divide a prolit of 
7 per cent, .snd a bonus of 5 per cent, iu 
each year, and it !he renewal of the Char¬ 
ter secures to them the '’ontinnance of all 
lAio.se means by which they have hitherto 
made these profits, the addition of otic mil¬ 
lion to their former capital of one miilioii 
and an half, cannot possibly contribute to 
lower the rate of profit on which the Bank 
traii-sact thfcir business ; but must inevita¬ 
bly have the operation, that an ciicreascd 
cajiital has, in all commereial transactions, 
b> .‘.ccuring, and even augmenting this rale 
of profit. As to the jirai.se which has been 
given to the Bank for their hberality in 
discounting at 1/. per i-ent. Imluw the 
legal rate of interrsl, and tlieir claim to 
tlie giatitudc'of the house on this account, 
he said it was necessary only to observe, 
that all the hankers of Dublin, one onlv 
excepted, discount at the same rate, and 
that it is not a fair way of judging how iar 
this is a liberal practice or not, liy refer¬ 
ring it to the law which fixes the rate of 
Vs to the <’ interest, because the nnlj’ just criterion of 
I judgment is the value of money in ihe 
'market.; and when the public loans ami 
the prices of publie .securities shew that 
the value of money is not even 51, per 
cent, it cannot be urgcul that the Bank 
confer any very* great favour on the pub¬ 
lic, when they di.scoimt at this rate.—But 
the great objection which he entertained 
to the bargain vjrhich has been made with 
the Bank by government, he said, arose 
firpm a conviction of the impolicy of re¬ 
newing the Charter .so long as the restric¬ 
tion of cash payments colttinues, for so 
long as the Bank arc relieved from the 
necessity of paying their notes in specie,' 
theyp,are at liberty to issue any quantity 
of them they think proper, and to give 
the Bank oi Ireland any greater powers 
in thij respect, or to relieve them from 


made for maoagitig the public debt, j the control wf ich parliament possesse's- 
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evw them* in consequence of the short 
period their present charter has to run, is a 
most unwise procee^ng; because it cannot 
be forgotten, that inis not long a^o since 
their paper was dejveciated in its value 
full 10 per cent., aili because there i.s a 
i Report of a (ominKee of this house, in 
I which it is proved,/hat this depreciation 
^vas the cause omhe high rates of ex- 
^bangc which, for a few years, existed 
between England and Irelaim. lie wished 
therefore to see this house keeping in its 
own hands the controul that the power of 
granting or refuAing a renewal of the 
charter, gives it over the Bank; and with 
such ample experience of the ill elledls of 
an excessive issue of paper, to act ^^■ith all 
due caution in acceding to tlie terms which 
baA c been cntcrcil into between the bank 
and the right hon. gcutleinan. ^ 

Sir J. Newport imiuired into the .state of 
the Collectors'Balances, I.ast year they 
had increasi'd 00,0001. He did not attach 
blame to this circumstance, but he wished 
to know what prospect there ^as of their 
being reduced. 

Mr. Foster replied, that every regula¬ 
tion on that subject had been hitherto en¬ 
forced witliout ctli'Ct. AH possible ste|;s 
wore now taking to rcdiiee the balances, 
and he had great hopes that before tin* 
next meeting of parliament that object 
would be in a great measure accomplish¬ 
ed.—The house having resumed, the re¬ 
port was ordered u» be received to-iiiorrow. 

(Curates Uesioence Bill.] The t'h,m- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the ordiT 
of the day for a committee on this bill. 
On the question for leaving the chair, 

Mr. Western objected to the measure, as 
calculated to interfere wdthout any ciiusc,*! 
Avith the property of the Churchy Avhich 
was as well entitled to the protection of 
the law as any otlnu', and likely to ailect 
the independence of the Church, as avcII 
as to countenance unfounded clamours 
against beneficcd clergymen. 

Mr. C. Wynne supported the general 
principle of the bill, inasmucfi as it AA'cnt 
to provide an adequate income forth^ resi¬ 
dent officiating cicrgvman. itcsideuce 
was the duty of the Rector, and it Afas 
due to the pansh, that the oificiating cler¬ 
gyman shouiiT have a sufficient provision 
to enable him to live as a gentleman. If 
the rector accepted a second bcuciice, it 
could not be a hardship uiKin him trMnake 
a proper allowancu to the curate, who dis¬ 
charged the duty in the in which 

he did not res!de« # • 

VoL. XL I 





_ Mr, Creevey considered the bill a, dir 
violation of property, which had «V 4 || 
been respected. The stipend of a ctti^l , 
had, about twelve years since, been 
at 75/. per ann. This slfbuld be theijlh^^i 
del of any change which might hcreaSw 
become necessary. In the present f#*- 
stance, he saw no reason for this dangerontr.^ 
encroachment on property. 'ITie stipend ^ 
<if aool. would oRen bu the greatest ityus* 
tice to the clergy, who were the originat 
proprietors, and sometimes it would bO ' 
found to exceed the trouble of the sitaa* 
tion. To attack the vital principles of 
property, in this way, was to imitate the 
worst acts of the AA'orst period of the 
Ficncli Kovolution. But Avhy should this 
system of robbery be directed only against , 
recmrial proj)eriy ? If it AAcre necessary 
to increase the, salaries of the lower ov-*' 
ders, Avliy not do so at the expense of th*'- 
bi-hops, deiiiis, and cliapters ? It was at‘i< 
jH'tty fear of ofliuiding them; and th©:’ 
bill only armed them with fresh pow'ei^j^i 
Avhile it iii^rcd the rectors, avIio could have 
no security for their property, Avhilst it,.' 
Avas in th^ power of any bishop to take any'' 
part of his property I'.e .should think fit.' 
Such an act of ie:;islatioii mast tend to 
breed feuds and imimo.sities amongst the'' 
diifereiit ranks of tiu- clcrgA^ and cventd-i,: 
ally injure (lie eliurcli eAtablislinicnt aadv^ 
the fausc of religion. For what good waa'’*^ 
the bill enacted ? Who requested 
Cambiidge nniversity VAas ho.stile toit te'^ 
knew, it was the child of the chancellor . 
of the exchequer, who had published O'S 
pauqihlet in its support. Oxford univer* 
sity and the clergy of London had ex- / 
pressed iheiT di.sapprobation of the bill by. ^ 
petitions to parliament; and not one city •; 
or county had expressed a hope that it 
A^oidd be adopted. But the right hon. 
gent, derived iiis support from a set of men . 
hostile to the church cstablishmentr—the 
members of the Foreign Bible tJociity;*^ 
the Society for the .Suppression ot*Vice, y 
and tliose div.dcrs in Missionaries avIio had 
nearly overturned the poAver of Britain by j. 
their Ia(e conduct in India. To these^tC*-' 
Avas decidedly a'Verse; but as the bill.,was 'i- 
almost identified wifl^ the present bishop of ‘ 
T..ondon, he^iad to apprise the house th^ y 
he bad given of late great cause of unea8i^;;< 
nc;>s to the true ft-i^ous of the church, and ! 
in particular by a late gift of a benefic<i ‘ 
to a missipnary of Bussora, who was a ' 
native of Poland, and whom it would even,' 
be necessary to qqpdify for his /tuation hy 
a form of that house. Thil had plactfd ' 
.3 11 
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he bill in rather a suspicious point of 
\ and from the arguments which he 
lod urged, he found it his duty to oppose 
Ae house going into a committee. 

*' Mr. Burton contended that the present 
[{)il was no invasion of church'property. 
Slid quoted several instances from our his- 
u!>ry, to shew that such changes often took 
[dace, from the time of Richard the 2d. 
rhe property of the church was, in fact, | 
diat of the {people, and certain relative 
duties were expected to bo b}’’ them per- 
(braied to qualify them for tbeir possrs- 
iion. In tlic eye of the law there W'as 
Miotlier party with resjwct to churtjh pro¬ 
perty, beside the impropriator and the 
curates; this was the people of the parish, 
who had an indisputable right to their .ser¬ 
vices ; and the lucsent bill only made 
jUch a provision for the clergy as would 
enable them to perform with credit to the 
church tliosc duties of benevolence and 
bo.spitality prescribed by a religion tjiey 
professed. 

Mr. Lushhigton sup[>orled tbd bill. It 
was not enacted for the advantage of dis¬ 
inters, and was framed lo go as far as any 
legislative act could go at present lor' the 
aovanremeiit of the interests of tlie chnrrh. 
Ttte proportion of salary to the eurate was 
toly increased in proportion to the vaKie 
of the rector’s income. This was a just 
principle, Oxford be knew of nd op¬ 
position to it, though he was there so late 
as last week. The great siuirce of oppo¬ 
sition to the bill had been the increase of 
influence to the bishops. This he always 
wished to counteract: but, in the present 
instance he siw no cause of alarm, nor 
were they parties to any alteration by the 
present bill. From a conviction that the 
present bill would be of great public ad¬ 
vantage, he felt inclined to give it" U's 
whole support. 

Mr. W. Smith, not being a member of 
tli6 established church, was afraid almost 
to say any thing on the subject, as it 
seemed to be connected with parly and 
religious considerations, some of which 
iifi^t be conceived to involve himself; 
but, nevertheless, he felt iiimself called on 
to support the princjjrle set forth by his 
Iron, friend (Mr. Creevey),‘ that there 
fdiould be no remuneration without refe¬ 
rence to labour. He objected strongly- to 
the increase of tlic influenre of the bi¬ 
shops, and wished that livings, vboth in the 
har^s of^'lay impropriators as well as 
others, shooU be placed on a better Ibon- 
dation. lle'^perfcctly absolved the mis¬ 


sionaries in India from the crime imputed 
to them, and thought, the evils there bad 
originated in the mhconduct of those 
higher in rank and st^. ion. 

Lord Milton opposfti the passing of this 
bill into a law. Thc'jgrand objection he 
had to it was, that it tlgave ..the most im¬ 
proper influence to thd bishop.«, who were 
altogether dependent oil'the crown, and 
who would not fail to extend the interest;' 
of the crown, through the medium of the 
regular clergy, among the population of 
the island. This was an evil of the great¬ 
est magnitude. The objection made by 
his l^un. friend, he thought related not to 
dissenters in name, but applied to such as 
outwardly professed the established church, 
hut dissented from the true spirit of the 
H!) Articles, and were enemies in prin- 
c;|>le to the established church. The 
lyore residents, he believed, the less 
would be the number of sectaries ; but 
from the peculiar frame of this bill, he 
should propose that the house should go 
into u coiniuittec on it, though he should 
vote against its passing into a law. 

Sir Frain is Bio'detl thought the prc.sent 
an in.'.tauce of legislative interference un¬ 
called tor. It sngge.sted no remedy for 
the evil it pointed out. Ko one parish 
had prefcrrerl -x complaint. It had born 
urgrd, that it was necessary to increase 
the salaries of re.sidents, yet no proof liad 
been oxhibiti'd of this neccNsity. The 
ground on uhicli the bill stood \va.s abso¬ 
lutely fanciful and whimsical ; it went on 
a snjiposition of a necessity which, it-ap- 
pcar<*d, did not exist. It seemed the right 
hon. mover had aifixed the idea of ro.spcct- 
ability among the clergy to the .sort of 
clothes they shovdd wear, or (he hospita¬ 
lity of their household. Poverty had Jii- 
therto been the badge and honour of our 
religion ; but opinions had changed, and 
it was not now necc.s.sapy alone that the 
clergy should he respectable, but they 
must also be rich. The catholic religion 
had one established principle in it, which 
had done much for its sccuri^ and pro- 
tectiqn from encroachment. 'Though the 
higher orde,rs of their clergy might be 
p^sessed of wealth, the regular and offi¬ 
ciating clergv had all the gjfluence ever 
the lower order.of the community, which 
a similarity of life and equality of income 
must ever 'give them under any system of 
reiigtous government. It was not the 
wealthy compeer of the squire who would 
be found to possess the most influence. 
Increa.4e of salary would && to make<theni 
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more respectable. He had yet more seri 
ous constitutional g^unds of objection 
the system of undw influence given by 
this bill over so gr^t a number of clerical 
freeholders and votibs at elections. If it 
should be necessaryito increase their sala 
ries, an act should'jftllow to disable them 
from voting,*as 1^ been done >vi(h rc< 

S spcct to others, iigness danger of being in. 
tlucnccd. The true cause of the griev¬ 
ance now existing \vas, the neglect of the 
bishops in permitting persons to take holy 
orders who were not proper for ilie situa¬ 
tion. Those were then left without either 
livings or ineomc, and the evils now com- 
])1aiued of were the coiisccjiirnce. Alter 
such an abuse of their power, uas it light 
to give them more ? Had they known the 
state of the clerical establishment, and the 
number of their clergy, they could not 
have fallen into the error, and thus have 
contriliutcd to the disgrace of the clcric&l 
function. Perhaps it would be said, the 
proper place fur a bishop was in the house 
of lords, or at court. Little could be said 
of such objector’s respect or*zeal l-ir the 


or 

cause of religion. The bill looked one 
way and proceeded another ; it pointed 
out an evil and oflered no remedy. If a 
change should ever take place, it shoulil 
not be of this description, it went to over¬ 
turn the « hole system of clerical proper¬ 
ty, a cousiduratioii uhich should have its 
due weight on the house ; especially as it 
might happen that they themselves'might 
shortly become the suilerers by similar 
encroachments on the property of lay 
impropriators. It was, therefore, the duty 
of the grnUeincii of England to shew their 
disapprobation of such a dangerous inuu« 
vatioii on this defenceless portion of the* 
community. 

Mr. Manners Sutton expressed* his sur¬ 
prise at the statement of liic hon. baronet 
respecting the neglect of bishops in ad¬ 
mitting improper persons into the clturch. 
Tiierc was no point in which so much im¬ 
provement had taken place respecting the 
church, even within the lasi^i’o yeai-s, as 
in the arrangements made for the exami¬ 
nation of persons, candidates for holy or¬ 
ders, in order to secure the admission^ of 
none but projper persons. 

Mr. IVtlb^orce said, that it was ad¬ 
mitted that the object of the bill was to 
provide for the poorest order of the clergy. 
This he thought a great object, andot was 
adeq^oate for this object. In the great con¬ 
test itt.wbich the noble lord opposite (lord 
ijKliltenJk ^ ke were Is^ly engs^cd, he 


had seen nothing on the part of the e|i ri|||| 
but consistency and independeirco.’ ’ Ja 
bishops, he was satisfied, would be b'lfn 
pleased that no option should be left 
liiem, but that they should be imperatiy^ 
called on, in every case, to give the 
ftflh. This, however, would in many ca^ 
bo inconvenient, if not unjust. On^^l 
whole, he liiought the measure as it sto^ 
iiighly conducive to the advantage of tbljt 
churcli of England. Many gentlepiei| 
were zealous in their efl'orts to place tl^ 
cMtholic religion on a respectable footing 
He hoped they would not entirely slig^ 
that wjiich they themselves profe^ed^j\ 
hut would evince that the wcl 1-being, pf 
the church of Euglaiid w’as not indiflerept 
tu lliem. I,oug experience, and a careftft' 
attention to the tloclriues which it incij ' 
cnt'bd, had taught him to regard 
church with the highest admiration, 
ciuhracing the jmrest system of religjm 
and tiiat mo^t cuu»istont with the Chris^^ 
faith. 'J'he present measure had his en% 
support, as one greatly calculated to gi^ 
strength and stability to the church,'^ 
Eugluiid. • 

Mr. IVindham rcgai*dcd the bill now 
dcr coiisitleratiou in a very diflerent Ij^^; 
from the lioii. gent*, w'ho spoke last. '1^' 
cjpuccived it tu be a measure calculated jil< 
undcriniric and weaken, rather than 
5tigtlum that church which tbp 
gent, professed so much to admire. 
seemed to him to be a bill calculateti^^^ 
sow dissention and discontent, rather tlv|p| 
seed likely to produce good fruit. 
appeared calculated tu set the curjsy^, 
against the rector, and the rector again^' 
the curate< It w-as a •hi II to endangerjt.V 
not to benetit the church of Englap^* 
He was far from denying that the ieg^ > 
laturc might not intcriere tu rcgulalp^; 
church piopertv us well as any othpr./ 
Nobody could cfeny that proposition ; buU 
still it remained a question, was wpM 
interference necessary ? Nobody* coutd^ 
deny, that the king held the reins of goi.'-;. 
vcrnnicut fur the benefit of his subjects.''" 
But still the talking of cashiering KUl|Si|| 
was a doctriiuy nut to be lightly mtro >^3 
duced, or to be acted on but inxase^oj^;; 
the most crying necessity. In the sailt4fr 
m!|piier, though the legislature might hayp^! 
ayontroul over the property of th«f chvir^;>; 
it was a controul tu be seldom exerci^ilPt; 
nor even be often talked of ; it bcipg ft / 
fact that the solidity of the tenure, Igrji 
.which the property was hejldf was dimj^C 
iiisbed even bytfie frequpnbybf'the.i^ 
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as to the right to hold it inviolate, 
a^'.could not, therefore, deny tlie argu- 
nant of gentlemen on the other side, as to 
tj^ letter, but he protested against it as to 
fha spirit. If thcF church itself did not .see 
this bill to be dangerous, it wa.s more be- 
hilld its interests than u.suai. If it did not 
Sipe in this measure a speck whieli would 
i0';:time burst forth into a cloud, it was 
Itomre insensible to its situation than he had 
ijl^posed. The church of England, he 
satisfied, hud more to fear from this 
Itteasurc than from the pope and a full 
<^nclavc of bi$hop.s, even in the zenith ol‘ 
,^eir power, and before hi.s holiii..>ss was 
mduced to his present abject state. He 
j^uld not help, however, admiring that 
fiu'-sighted talent by which the hori. gent. 
i(Mr. Wilberforce) was enabled to sinell 
dot tile dangci'.s of popery at 500 miles dis¬ 
tance, while he continued utterly inscii- 
fibleto<all the dangers of fanaticism as- 
StMling the church of England, even under 
his very nose. The gentlemen on the other 
inde, however, appealed to the'. harity of 
the house, and asked if the curates who 
the business, ought not to be paid ? 
^ this be had no objection, but yet ho 
,^ttotended they shou^ not be paid out of 
,^er persons’ pOckets. But, said the hen. 
t. again, this is only on account of tlve 
^'residence of the proper iucumlu'nt. 
lis, .hovyever, was taking it as granted, 
non-residents were delinquents, a doc- 
ti^e in which he could not agree; as it 
,fvas'perfectly po.ssiblc that a person might 
he nou-resident frotn bad health, or from 
^any other justifiable causes. This, too, 
^as to play fast and loose with the ques¬ 
tion* , It was one' moment to represent it 
m a mulct on the non-resident; the next, 
.id^biU for the relief of the curate. In- 
Ipwad of legislative proceedings, if tl\§ 
eight hon. the chancellor of the exche<|ucr 
.would exert himself zealously, earnestly, 
rad sincerely, to .see that none but proper 
j^eMns, in point of character and learning, 
ware admitted into the church, he cfvould 
do more to elFcct the object in view than 
ilifSiousand bills like the present could ever 
nccompHsh. 

• Mr. Taj//cr,/:ontended that evil 

raisted, and that remedy wa^ called fur. 
Thore was not a suflicioncy of resident 
clergy to do the duties' of the church. 
The income of the curates did not keep 
pftce with those of the rector, n<tf with the 
Circumstances of the timei'. Hence, one 
twienewas* often obligiyl to serve two or 
thk^ liarishes; and thus. bajptisms and 


burials stood over till certain'fixed days* 
Church property was ,"iven on, the condi¬ 
tion of performing the ^futies of the church, 
and the country had iviright to provide for 
the performance of th|lse duties out of that 
property. .t 

’I’he Chuncdlnr of th^irchequer could not 
.sen that the present biih ought to be ob- 
jneted to because it did ft-^t go entirely to / 
remedy the evils under which the poorer'' 
clergy laboured. It was no rea.son that 
the house .should refuse (o do tliat quantum 
of good which w'as in its power, because 
a still furrher degree remained, which it 
couhj not reach. Instead of endangering, 
he conceived that by the present measure 
he W'as strengthening and securing the 
foundations on which the church of Eng¬ 
land rested. The right hon. gent, alluded 
t(v.a charge made against a right reverend 
prelate, as if he had imjiroperly pre.scute(] 
a foreigner to a vacancy in his gilt. He 
vindicated in strong terms the conduct of 
that right rev. prelate, lie did not pre¬ 
tend to know to what case the allusion had 
reference, but if it applied to the appoint¬ 
ment of a learned person who iiad been 
professor at Smyrna, he could say that it 
was an appointment highly meritorious; 
being to a gentleman of "whom, except 
from his character for eastern learning, the 
right rev. prelate had no knowledge ; and 
was to be considered as a retaining fee to 
enable the person in question to prosecute 
the enquiries into the Scriptures, which 
he. had commenced. The right hon. 
member concluded by moving fur leave to 
withdraw his first motion, that he might 
move that it be an instruction to the com- 
niittee to make provision tor extending 
the hill to Ireland. 

Sir J. jS'euimrt declared himself the last 
man in the bouse, to oppose a well-regu¬ 
lated reform with rcsfiect to the establish¬ 
ment of curate.s. As far as the bill went 
to propose a ^empdy for that great griev¬ 
ance, he gave it his support. He must, 
however, say, that it did not meet the ex¬ 
isting evil ill Ireland, nor was it calculated 
generally to answer the ends for which it 
W'a.s intended.—^I'hc question being again 
puf, tint the Speaker do leave the ehair. 

Lord Porchester conceived (hat there was 
no call for the bill. This was a case of 
reform ; and he a.sked if there ever was a 
question of reform agreed to, without a case 
beingraade out ? Whenever the worthy ba¬ 
ronet near him (sir F. Burdett),called on the 
house to reform abuses of which he com- 
plainedb what waijj the Iragukge of the reiy 



lilj 






persons who now pressed the pyesent mea¬ 
sure ? That he mtM make oat Ins case. 
'J'hi.s he now c ailed fn those gentlemen to 
do, svliich not haviiiadone, he must c'>tecni 
the picitnt to be a uyasuic altogrlhei un> 

1 tailed for, unnecessaiy, and improper, 
k Mr. Tytmhit Jonii strongly siippoited 
\lhc measure, aniiyspressed a hope that 
Vhe noble lord ulmid not conitiuie to rc- 
Yse his assent to the proposition that the 
bill should then go into a connniUee. 

Sir ('. iVicv expn sst d some doubt that 
the bill, as it then stood, would iia.e a ten¬ 
dency to sow stliism between the curates 
and the incumbents; but at the same yme 
deelaied, that he hoped that by its being 
passed through a rotniiiittee, it would re- 
iei\(> siuh molilicatioii as would be the 
means ot attaining the general object; 
namely, th it of be ttei mg tlie condition id 
the iiituiioi 1 1* igy throughout tlio cmpiic^ 
A division tfien took place. Tlie num¬ 
bers wcic.lbi going into a committee J3I; 
against It IT. jVlajoiity 11 i. 'J’lie housi 
then wemt into a committee, ina'.iin ti lord 
Milton objected to the piopo-ituui ot tin 
( IniKcliui ot the Exchccpni, lor extend¬ 
ing the opeiation ot the bill to lieiaml. 
I.oid 11 Ktt_\, Mr. Windham, and su J. 
Ne.cpoit, iollowid on the same side. Tlic 
Chance llor ot the hxclitciui r dt Knded his 
piopositioii, aiul w.^s siij,|ioitc<l hy sii A, 
W elh sley, loicl Castle leagh, Mi.l liiski son, 
&c. I pc)n the die isioii the iiiiicbc is wcie, 

Ayes jS; ISoes J» Maioiity ‘j7_The* 

committee then went thiuugh steeial 
clauses, the hoove icsumc’d, the chaiinnn 
leportcd piog.ess, .ml asked Icaee to s't 
.again, which was agited to. 


not SE OI COMVONs. 

Thursday, June 9. * 

[Vaocine Inoculst ion.] Mr Jiose, 
pursuant to notice, lose to call the at¬ 
tention of the house to this important 
subject. The object he had m siew w is, 
as the established Institutioi^ might not 
prove adequate to its pm pose, m conse¬ 
quence ot.the falling otl'of piisate^ sub¬ 
scriptions, to establish a public and Cen¬ 
tral Institution m London, whence tfic 
real vaccine mattei would be eiistiibiitcd 
to all parts of the empire. He propuseci 
that the president and four censors 
of the College of. Physicians, and a cer¬ 
tain number of the College of Sur^ons, 
should be placed at the head of this Insti¬ 
tution, to whom all dpubtful cases should 
be referred. I'he right &on. geni£ after 


detailing all the circumstanees of 
cent failures at Ringwood, and al 
that, though it could not be said that v« 

< Illation w'as a certain'security in all 
against the small pox, yef the evidenoo^ 
Us fdiotir shew'od, as appeared by the 
ports of the Colleges of Physicians tm 
burgeons, that the failures were not oOe m 
'too, concluded by moving a Kesolutit^ 
' Tliat this house, having iiad under iti 
considei ation the Report of the Royal 
lege ot Physicians of lK>ndon, of the lOtbol 
Apiil 1807, 111 consequence of an enquh^ 
made by them into the state of VaccitH 
Inoculaflon in the united kingdom, b} 
ins majesty’s command, in compliancy 
with an addiess from this house; M 
sshich Report are annexed Answers to thx 
sau^ Royal College from the King 
Queen’s College ot Physicians in Irelamf 
the Roj <tl College ot Miysicians in Kdil^ 
bur^h, liie Royal College of Surge 
in London, the Royal College of Surge 
in Ldiiiburgli, and the Royal College 
Siiigeons ifi lioland, on the same subject^ 
this house is (,f opinion that great piibtiSi 
benefit would be derived Irorn* the estaii' 
bll^hluent of a Central Institution in Lott'< 
don, lor ihe piiiposekof icndering Vaccine 
Inoculation gencr.iliy beneficial to hki 
iimjesU’s siibjuts, to be siipcrintendeSl 
by a entail) mimher of the Royal College 
of PRjsitiaiis, and of the Royal Colie 
of Suiguoi)', .'111(1 by such persons untj 
their diiiction a*, they shall think fit.”- 
'I'lie iiu;l>t lion gc ill. had only to add, thdf^ 
till ex[a lice would not be more than fraHa 
1 : 500 / to JOOO/. per annum. 

JMr. Jhutfs Giddy did iiAt mean to op¬ 
pose the Resolution, though he tttoognt 
It would have been much mote desirable 
to base h ft this matter to take its own 
ceui'se. It w'ls a wild and extravagant 
idea to suppoio that the small pox could 
he exteiimnatcd by compulsion, and onUr 
that ought not to be entertained by^afl£t 
ament foi a moment. The people wouldj^"* 
III the»couise of a few years, under suchj 
an impression, neglect the precaution ^ 
inoculation for yie small pox or vacciif^ 
tion, and then the disease would break otit 
with tenfolc^ ‘■everitja 

Mr. Fuller said, that at Calcutta tim? 
small pox was entirely aiiuibilated by tbtf* 
introduction of vaccination and a proptft 
system of regulation; and was of opi¬ 
nion, that diy proper superintetidaace thn 
same lesult might be attain||d m 
country. He thought also that witbcjOt 
having recourse to compulsion* the cbft*. 
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in the respective poor-houses ought 
vaccinated, by persoiis properly qua- 

■^.'Sir T. Turton thought it would have 
!#een a preferabfe mode ot' proceeding to 
'^ttkove for a committee to invchtigatc the 
;(i6b^ect. There were already three Insti- 
;’^tioiu in London for the express pur- 
(jpoae of propagating the ('ow pox, and in 
'^s opinion, the object which the right 
|u>n. gent, had in view, more likely to 
4)6 obtained by private subscriptions, and 
‘W any assistance which goverinnent might 
^ink piopcr to grant hi aid of such siih- 
fcriptioii, than bv an Institution fotnicd 
' expressly under tlie auspices of the legis¬ 
lature. 

Lord if. Petty contended, that as the 
evidence was still in some degree incoiii- 
'plete respecting the efficacy of Vaccination 
M an infallible preventive of the small 
.'^x, it was highly proper that the investi- 
i&tion should be peisevered in under the 
oye of tlie public ; and as this was one 
^boject that he conceived the'-light hon. 
^I^t. to have in view in his liistitulion, he 
^^ught this object more likely to he at- 
joined by one general institution, than by 
'bi'number of small in^itutioiis, some of 
iivhich were not perhaps altogether exempt 
the imputation of being guided ,l>y 
'ipercenarv motives. ** 

' t!ir F. ^urdett reminded the house of the 
mffereiit complexion which the discoveiy 
wd now assumed from that under which 
ic was first introduced to the public. It 
‘was at first said to be a thing so simple in it- 
9 clf, that any old woman might pet form the 
operation, whereas it was now described 
M one so extremVsIy difficult, that it ought 
pnly to be entrusted to men of great pio-' 
fessional skill and experience. Thcic 
was some danger, therefore, that wc nng/it 
be fostering a very fatal inisUko. With 
^8 impression, he coutessed, that in the 
.present circumstances, he felt considerable 
difficulty in voting for any measure, the 
object of which was to di^emiiiate tt- He 
thought, at all events, that before tying 
bouse down by a Resolution, it would 
be better to appoint a Chmmittee, further 
to inquire into the yfficacy of the disco- 
rey, ‘ 

iS^t^ilbaforce said that ip foreign cf>un> 
trieif ^re was a firm Uiid decided opi¬ 
nion gf the efficacy of Vaccination as 
^rpVmtive of the 'small-po^; and he 
think that the iu»tances of alleged 
in^ this country were sufficient to 
our Confidence in it. But if any 


doubts were entertained, he did not see that 
there could be any bq^tcr method of solving 
them tlian by formiiij^an Institution of the 
riaiuie of that propoAd by his right Kon. 
friend, to whose iiivefcigation every case of 
failure in fuegru W'ouri be submitted. 

Mr. Foie cxplainW. IJis object vyas 
merely to bring the h^use to a Resolution ' 
such as he iiad proposes^ and to communi¬ 
cate that Hesulutioii to his majesty by ad 
dress, in order to his giving such dnectioiis 
as would be suitable to the case. 

Mr. Secretary Canning declared, that 
though he considered tlie discovery to be 
of the very gieatest importance, he could 
not ligure any cirtumslautcs whatever that 
could induce him to follow up the most 
favourable.rcpcrt ot lU infallibility w Inch 
might be brought fniward, witli any mea¬ 
gre of a compulsory natiiie. 

The house then divided: For the mo* 
fioiitiO; Against it 5. Majority 5.5. 

[IiiisH T\ ruts.] Mr. said, that 

since he gave notice of his intention of 
submitting,to the house amotion respoM- 
lug the collection of TytJies in Ireland, he 
had had an oppoitumty of Icaiumg, from 
the right lion, the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, that this subject had been for 
some time undc-r the consideration of his 
majesty’s ministers, and tli.vt it still was 
so, with .1 view of bringing forward some 
measure for remedying the evils com¬ 
plained of, if it should appear to them that 
any measure could be devised fortius pui- 
posc. Under these circumstances, he 
conceived he should best consult the in- 
teiests of those who desired an alteration 
111 the present .system of tythes, if he po.st- 
poned ills mol ion for the present. lie 
would, tlieicfore, do so ; wishing it, how¬ 
ever, to be distinctly unde rstood, that if 
his majesty’s inimsteis did not bring for¬ 
ward some measure eaily in the next ses¬ 
sion lie would then submit to the house 
the .same niotiop which he had proposed to 
submit to it on Monday next. 

Mr. M. FUzgetald “disapproved of the 
non. gent.’A witlidrawing his motion ; and 
gave,.notice, that, on Thursday, he should 
move for the appointment of a Committee 
td inquire into the state of the Tythes in 
the county of Kerry. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

4 , Friday, Jime 10. 

[King’s Message respecting Sicily.J 
Mr. Secretary Canqjng presented the fpl- 
lowin^' Messqgi^ from his majesty: 
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" (3. R. His majesty thinks it proper 
to inform the house ^f comritons, that he 
has concluded a '^.aty of Alliance and 
Subsidy with his S%itian majesty, llis 
majesty has directed n C«ipy of this Treaty 
t to be laid before thtf house of commons, 
y and trusts that his/aithful commons will 
y enable his majest^o make good the en¬ 
gagements contaitred therein.” ^ 

» Mr. Secretary Canninfr then moved, that 
his majesty's most gracious Message be 
referred to the Committee of Supply. He 
took this opjiortunity of stating, that though 
this Treaty was now for the first time 
brought forward, it was no new trainsac- 
tion, out one vrhieh the present ministry 
had found to have been in the contempla¬ 
tion of their predecessors, and that in the 
year 180.3 it had been intended to con- 
riude a treaty with the king of Sicily, by 
which a .subsidy of 3tX),000/. per annum 
W'as to.liavc been granted to that monarch. 
The Events which occurred towards the 
end of that year, bow’ever, were sufficient 
to account tor nothing being then done to 
bring the treaty to a completion. In the 
beginning of the following year, things 
continued in a similar state. In the au¬ 
tumn Mr. Drummond had been sent for 
the purpose of adjusting the business, but 
on the return of the treaty, it was found 
to contain stipulations to which his ma¬ 
jesty had been advised nt)t to a.s.sent; and 
it was but lately that the busine.ss had 
been finally arranged. He had thought 
it necessary to say thus much, that the 
house might see that this was not a new 
measure. 

[Treaty with Sicily.] Mr. Secretary 
Canning then pro.sentcd to the house a 
copy of the said Treaty, us follows : 

“ Treaty or Ai-LiANer and Scu'.inv, 
between his majesty the king of the 
United Kingdom of (Ireat Britain and 
Ireland, and his majesty the king of 
the Two Sicilie.s—signed at Palermo 
on the 80th of ^lareh, ISOS. 

“ Hus majesty the king of«tho United 
Kingdom of Ureat Britayi and Ireland, 
and his majesty the king of the Two«Siei- 
lies, being equally aiiitiiated by a sincese 
desire of strengthening more and more the 
tics of fricnd.-iltiii and good undL>r.standing 
which so happily subsi.st between them, 
have judged that uolhing could contribute 
more cfiieaeiousfy to tliat salutary ^end, 
than the conclusion of a Treaty of Alliance 
and Subsidy. For this purpose their said 
ipajesties fiav^ named their respective 
plenipotentiaries, viz. hi. Britannic ma¬ 


jesty, the right hon. WilUain'jtlEi^ 
one of his majesty’s most bon. pril^fe 
cil, and his envoy extraordinary iinil’ 
nistcr plenipotentiary at the court of hii'e 
Sicilian majesty ;—and his majesty*' 
king of the Two SiciHe.s, the right Ufu! 
ous and right excellent Thomasde Som 
marquis of Uircello, his gentleman of i 
chamber, field-marshal of hiii armie|l^ 
knight of his royal order of St. Januariptj 
his counsellor of state, secretary of 
for the department of foreign affairs, 
.siipcrintendant general of the ports yvrfcii 
after iiaviiig communicated their respOL. 
live full powers, have agreed upon the (ot- 
lowing nrtieies:—Art. 1. There shall be # 
continuance of the sincere and constadi 
friendship between his Britannic maj^S^) 
und«itis majesty the king of the Two Sm*' 
lies, their heirs and succcs.sors, which 
always sub.si.sred up to the present tlptM 
‘2. 'i'hc two high contracting parties aha^ 
alliu'd to each other, during the pres#i 
war with ^'rance, every succour and ij 
sistance, in proportion to their respect 
tivc forces, and shall prevent by.commoi^ 
consent, every thing that can cau.se 
trouble or detriment. III. Ills majes^l^^ 
the king of the Twto Sicilies engages iqi 
grant to the troops of his Britannic mfti^ 
Ujefty, stationed in the fortresses of Sicilyi; 
and to all Brili.sh .ships of war, an exempt 
tion from all diitic.s belonging tohim, upp^ 
every thing of which the British squadrc^l^ 
in the MccliteiTaiiean, and the troops!]^ 
that nation may stand in need, and svhio@ 
the country can furnish, in provisions;;, 
food, and in military an^ naval store#: 
IV. His Sicilian majesty Jiemg desirous of 
I giving an additional proof of the sentir- 
mciits by w'hich he is animated, also 
engages to exempt from all duties belon#.-. 
iifg to iiim upon such provisions as ms^; 
lie requi.site for the British ships of wai^i 
at Malta, as well as all military, 
which are to be found in the country, oi|: 
condition however, that each vessel or- 
ve.ssels*of war be furnished with a requl.i/ 
sition from the governor of the said islanfj;^ 
which shall speiwfy the article.s, and tfajl^ 
quantity required. V. His Sicilian 
jesty furthereengageyin virtue of the piPpk ^ 
sent treaty, never to allow the enemies 
GreSt Britain tobgng into any of his por^ 
durfiig the present war, any British, 
taken by the enemies of Great Britaiff,* 
VI. His SiAlian majesty also engages toj’ 
open the ports of the 'Two Sicilies darin^!^ 
the present war, tA British »)uadrons$i 
well as to all merchant and other shipi ' 
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comprehending and saving in it the inter¬ 
ests of his Sicilian,majesty. XL The 


*T' 

^ging to British subjects, without any 
letion whatever, referring to the third 
icl®» with respect to evcioplion from 
VII. Ills Britannic majesty cn- 
l^i^es in return,*to defend during the pre- 
‘‘Jan.t war the fortresses of Messina and 
Augusta, and to maintain there fur that 
as^ose, at his charge and expcnce, a 
' B^y of troops which, in the present war 
-tAall consist of ten thousand men, and to 
"iMlgraent their Huinbcr if the case shall 
^ require it. The disposition of which 
''mipps in the said fortresses, sliall be in 
jj^'h manner and proportion as the com- 
fimn'ding oflircr (to whom every requisite 
i&cility shall be given), shall jpdge expe¬ 
dient : and his Britannic majesty stipu¬ 
lates, that the said general otlicers shall 
have the power of exercising martial ^aw 
in the above-mentioned garrisons, with 
'respect to their Britisli troops, in the same 
Saanner, and according to the same ruic'>, 
48 are observed in other English garrisons. 
i>^>Quarters for the .said troops shall In 

r Tided in the abovemeiitioiief! fortresses 
his Sicilian majestj^ VIII His Bri- 
Ij^nic majesty farther engages to ])ay to 
lU Sicilian majesty, duiing the continu- 
'%BCe of the present w,ir, an annual subsidy 
300,000/. sterl. (to commence from tlic 
^Oth of September IHOJ, when the Biitisld 
rjuid Russian troops landed in the Nca* 
'^itan territory), payable at the rale of 
SSfOOOl. sterling per month ; which pay- 
'turat shall always be made one month in 
■Sudvance, computing from the date of the 
'fdgnature of the present treaty. His Stci- 
Rati majesty purposing to employ the said 
fubsidies for the use of his marine, and of 


present treaty of al 
shall ha ratified by 
tractiiig parties, and i 
be exchanged in d 
within the space u 
the d<ite of its 
possible.—In witness 


aiice and subsidy, 
he two high eon- 
0 ratification shall 
c form in London, 
four .months from 
or sooner if i 
hereof, We, they 


sigii\vure. 


undersigned, furnished with full power# 
from our respective sovereigns, have signed 
the present treaty, and have thereunto af¬ 
fixed the seal of our arms.—Done at Pa¬ 
lermo, this 30lh day of hlarch, 1808. 

(I,. S.) W. Drummond. 

*' (L. S.) '1’homas De Somma.” 

[Spmn.] Mr W/m'da/f gave notice,that 
he would on Mniid.iy next put certain 
questions to his majesty’s ii->nisters relative 
tp the nature of the advices lately received 
lioni Spain, tending to ascertain the state 
of that coimtiy, the conduct that this 
counliy ought to pursue with rcspecuto it, 
and the rondm t his majesty’s government 
meant to pursue. He did not mean to 
jji'ess for any improper disclosure, either 
with regard to Spain, or the measures to be 
ailopte 1 III re, hut merely to come to an 
iHuleistaiuliiig upon general facts and prin¬ 
ciples, 

[Puni.i« ANs Licenses.] Mr. Shei-tdan 
rose to imne for leaAC to bring in a bill to 
amend the act for licensing alehouse-keep¬ 
ers, inn-keepers, &,e. Alluding to the meet¬ 
ings held for some time past, at the St. 
Alban’s taseiii, for the purpose of prevent¬ 
ing any rise in the rate of Posting, he took 
occasion to expiess his irprolnlion of all 
such comhiiiatiuiis among lords and com- 


nis land forces, shall regulate the distri-J moners,as, ifattempted amongthepoorand 
bution of them in such proportion as ihese^ ' ' ’ ‘' ’ * 

two services may require, for the uefence 
.'ttlfhis states, and for operations a^aiQst 
the common enemy, aiui an account shall 
.be given every three months to the British 
^l^ep'nment, of the niamirr in which his 
^l^cilian majesty shall have employed the 
aubsidies paid to him by Great /Britain. 

The two high contracting parties dc- 
{•alringto strengthen mope and more‘the 
vvhich unite the two nations, and to 
fZtend their mptuala^lations^ w’ill employ 
^emscives, soon as possible, in concluding 
treaty of commerce, the articles of which 
ihall be equally advantageous to the «ub- 
jects of both states. X. His Sicilian ma- 
tpty engages not to conclude ndth France 
^'peace ^parate from England ; and his 
* )|^taiinic i^jesty on bis part also engages 
I not to ma]& a peace with France without 


labouring classes of the community, ssould 
he deeded illegal, and punished as such. 
Seeing an hon. member and magistrate for 
the county of Sussex, however, in the house, 
he could not refrain from candidly stating 
to liim a circiimstaAce relating to that hon. 
iiienihcr tsliich had rcarhed linn, and by 
the hon. member’s explanation of that 
circumstance he should be enabled to 
judgf, whcther'lie must not extend his hill 
further than he originally intended. Ttie 
circumstance to wdiich he alluded was^this;^ 
that at one of these nieetpigs at the St. 
Alban’s Tavern, it having been doubted, 
whether it would be better for them to ap¬ 
ply for the interference of parliament, or 
to proceed in their ovvii parliament, that 
hon. gent, had said, that they were both 
idle measures, and that the one h recom- 
meudLd to theyiagistrateS of Sussex was 
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the eficctual m^do, namely, to stop the li¬ 
cence of every person who presumed to 
raise the rate ot pfsting. He gave the 
hon. member an OK>portunity ot saying, 
whether the fact wa/ or was not so ; and 
concluded by movinij for leave to bring in 
. the bill. ^ 4 ‘ 

1 Mr. Fuller *said,^hat instead of being 
\^either lord or consi^oner, as the hon. genu 
yould have it be supposed all the associa- 
tors at the St. Alban’s tavern were, his 
intbrmant must have been a post-master. 
He never did say what the hon. g«'nt. had 
stated. He had said, that (lie best mode 
of eftecting their purpose was by en¬ 
couraging a competition: and where there 
was only a single house, to encourage a 
rival. He had said, that the power of 
checking the evil in this respect, where 
charges were enormous, was in the breast 
of the magistrates themselves; and thSt 
they were too frequently enormous, life 
instaiiced the charge of 1 501. made by an 
inn-keeper on the French ambassador for 
a breakfast. He had as much regard for 
the liberty of the subject as any man, and 
.so had hi.s father before him. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer objected 
to a measure of this kind, which had been 
formerly withdrawn, on account of the 
late period of the session, being again 
brought tiirward, without any ground as¬ 
signed, and also at an advanced period of 
the session. He .should therefore negative 
the motion. 

Mr. 11. Browne, Mr. Giddy, Mr. M. A. 
Taylor, and Mr. Hose, all spoke against 
the measure, which was negatived without 
a division. 

[Local Militia Bill.] ■ This bill was 
read a third time. After which, 

I.«rd C«A//crertg/t introduced a number of 
new clauses by way of riders. Four of 
these, supplying omissions of the hill, 
were read and agreed to. On the fifth 
being brought up, which went to confer on 
magistrates the power of allotting at their 
discretion, to persons giving information of 
ollences against the said actf a part not 
exceeding one third of 4hc peiialU", on 
conviction, 

Mr. Barluxm objected to Utis mode «f 
introducing pew provisions into a bill, with¬ 
out aflbrding ^y opportunity of duly con¬ 
sidering them. 

Mr. Windham concurred in the opinion 
of the hon. gent, declaring that he thqpglit 
live riders upon one horse were too many, 
liowever long bis back might be. 



Lord Ceutlenagh 
Vot. XI. 


states, that aH the 


clauses which be had hitherto pr 
contained nothing more than whaV 
necessary to carry into eilect the pp^ 
vi.sions of the bill. 

Sir J. Newport thoughi; this clause 
much importance, and that it was of 
greater importance, not to allow this .nj 
practice of adding so much additioi 
matter, without a posibility of ascertain* 
iiig its precise tendency. 

The house then divided. For the clause^ 
61; Against it, 15.—Majority, 46. ■: 

Lora Castlcreagh then proposed a clause* 
enabling the magistrates to call out tli^ 
Local Militia in cases of riot; and provide 
ing that whatever number of days thby 
should be out in this manner, should w 
deducted from the subsequent number of 
da^s of drill. 

air F. Burden opposed it as shilling thjl, 
power lodged by the constitution in 
sheriil to the magistrates. 

Mr. Windltam thought the clause woul 
be vesting enormous {lowers in the mai^ 
gistrates; ^nd that it would be useless 
its n])erations, as it would be easier to cap^ 
in the regular troo])s, Uiaii Co assemble thw 
force when dispersed. ’ J-' 

The Chancellor of the Rrchequer defendeA 
the clause. If any disturbance existed in 
the country, to whom could the house inr;. 
Intrust the power given by this clause, moM^' 
safely than to the magistrates. 

Mr. Whitbread characterised the clgt^jj^ 
as a great innovation on the constitutiot};'^ 
Mr. D. Giddy denied that it was 
innovation on the constitution. , 

Sir S. Komilly contended, that as it 
a perfect novelty, and involved in it mM^> 
important principles, it«ought not, to bc^.' 
introduced by way of rider to a bill, bul,; 
ought to be brought forward in a sepaiate ' 
fornt and deliberately discussed. , 

''A division ensued ; for the clause 9?)-; ) 
against it 30 ; Majority, 67. ' 

Mr. Whitbread was desirous of propp^;| 
ing a modification by which thisoblnoKioti^jl 
' e. amended, if tliis were the n 


ciau.se might be. 
projper'time to do so. 

The Speaker informed the hon. gei^^ 
that this was nuUlic proper time. 

Mr. Sheridan could not conceive 
any amendnteat coiTW^ render this claiiW^ ^ 
tolerable. It was one of tlie most dlre<^4 
infringements onatiie constitution that 
hadf ever known. Its dangerous tdlifrl 
dcncy could be equalled Only b^ its iftn 
surdity. If it were thought advisable 
to give to the magistracy tliis potvj^ f 
over the Local Militia, wF^ not - 
3l 
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tiiem tiie same power over the volun* 
over the old Militia, or over the 
regular army ? Nothing could be' more 
^ ridiculous than th(r present proposition. 

HowwouW it he possible to collect the 
' Local Mijitia for the purpose of suppress¬ 
ing a riot, and if collected how were they 
suddenly to procure their arms? lie pre- 
' sumed, that if a riot took place on Satur- 
’' day, the notices for the Local iMilitia to 
asseniblc were to be alfixed to the church 
.■ flours on Sunday, and that early on Mon- 
, day morning they were to begin to set to 

• work to restore tranquillity, lie gave the 
clause his most decided oppositioc. 

lx>rd Ciistlereagh stated, that this clause 

• was liteially copied from the Volunteer 
; acts, an<l as a ronsiderable number of the 

volunteer coqjs wore likely to become a 
liocal Alilitia, it was de<>irable to have the 
, 'same provision applicable to tliein in case 
of their being rallc*l out on this servii'c. 

Mr. Windhum argued against the clause, 
because the regular troops, in case of 
being called out to suppress aeiot, acted 
with a degree of caution which would not 
be exercised by an uiidLscipliiied force.— 
Qn the question that the clause be read a 
. third time, 

Mr. Whitbread proposed as an amend- 
I 'incnt, ' that the magistrates, oi deputy 

• lieutenants, calling out the local IVliiilia 
''Incases of riot, should not be office,s of 
.• such Militiawhich wfus negatived. 

Mr. Sheridan proposed that some per¬ 
sonal notice should be served upon the 
members in the Local Militia wdieii called 
out on such occasions, before any penalty 
cOuld attach;. but that .suggestion was 
*'over-ruled; after* v^ich the clause was 
. added to the bill by way of rider. 

'■ Several amendments w'cre then propos¬ 
ed and made to the body ot the bill. On 
the clau.se directing that the surplus of the 
V amount of fines and penalties, over the 
('amount of ftnes paid into the Bank, should 
^ be defrayed out of the county rate, 

Mr. C. W^»nc objected to that provision, 
as likely to produce an injurious and un¬ 
equal cftect, and moved an amendment to 
leave out the words, *‘Vhat a separate 
account be kept of tipes and penalties.” 
Some short convensahon took^’place upon 
this amendment, but it was negatiyed 
without a division.—On the motion that 
the bill do pass, 

-Mr. Windham congratulated^,the house 
upon the lessons tvhich it had received in 
the course'bf the evening, in the science 
of lagislatioii; by the diiferent processes of 
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erasure, ongro.<sing, &c. which used to be 
transacted out of doors. These proccssc.s, 
however, had urcupim so much of the 
time of the house (noj^ess than five hours) 
that he sliuuld nrnv cdinpress what be had 
to .state into a sinah' compass. He oh- 
.serviil in st'tting ou\j that the military 
(■Ntahli.shiiieut of thi'^ and every other 
country was lomposetvi^if two divisions, 
the army and what was not army. O* 
th(' former division iie did not now intend 
to speak ; rcspecliiig the latter, it was 
eomstituted upon two principles, cither of 
being incorporated or not incorporate.!; 
and this distinction formed the great 
groitml of tlifiin'ciice between himself an<l 
the noble lord. The noble, lord was of 
o|)inion, thai the whole subsidiary force of 
the country shoul'* be regimented ; he 
thought, oil the contrary, that the enrol¬ 
ment, and a certain degree of training, 
das all that was necessary, and that the 
ineor|ioratioii proposed to be carried into 
cllect liy the bill was a grc.it burthen, and 
would he attended with very little benefit. 
No mail would .seriously contend, that 
these regiments of local militia W'ould be 
fit to be placed In the line of the army in 
case of invasion; ami if they could not be 
.so employed, iiieorporatiiig them in regi- 
inonis wa.s locking up a part of the popu¬ 
lation of the comilry, starving the aimy, 
and absolutely ]iui chasing weakness at an 
enormous expence. With respect to the 
advantage of iliseipline, it would not be 
geeat III either case ; indeed, it miglit be 
so litth, that the value of the diilcreiice 
must be considered evanescent. But the 
.species of fold' it gave the country for 
tlie e:;penre w as the consideration ; and 
for what olyectwas this expeiiCe to be in¬ 
curred r Why, for nothing else but to have 
an incorpor.ited force, officered by the 
topping men of the district, such as TVfr. 
Such-a-one, the general dealer, and Mr. 
What-d’y e-call liiin, the attorney. It was 
ridiculous to place any dtpendence on a 
species of national defence so arranged. 
Would any man, who knew w'hat had 
taken place on the continent of Europe, 
he so credulous as to believe such men 
able to cope with the disciplined armies of 
France, wliich, if they should come at all, 
ma.st come Hushed with coiiq*uest ? He, at 
least, who was a volunteer (^cer, and an 
unmilitary man, must be allowed to appre- 
hend'.great danger in depending upon such 
a description of force, and of locking up 
ill it such a portion of our population, 
within'the ages af 18 and 30, ana this at 
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an enormous cspciice^ an expeiicc almost bill of pains and penalties, thian a bUt 'lm 
exceeding the belie£ of most men, and the defence of the country, as it contauu^ 
which went not to jfUrchase strength, but no less than eleven penalties, withoutB^ 
actual wcaknibss. Did the noble lord, counting those whicli might have been an*' 
think, that by such a force he; tvould nexed to the clause bruu|ht up by the^> 
ii'ighten Buonaparte,,ami strike terror info noble lonl this evening. He did not tili ng ; 
I the invading ^rmies4' What was it then that we ought to trust for our defence to* 
that the arni 5 >" clothVr could protluce ? If a standing army alone, after having seen- 
their being stuck anto regimuntals would it fail in so many ins!anci*s in othltr coun*'l 
produce this surprising etfert on tin tries. But we ought to look at the internal 
enemy, it was a wonder that the noble condition of the people, upon which the 
lord did rtot follow up the measure, and e.\isting taxes alreadj’" bore too heavily, 
render them more formidable by eiicoii- andwliicli would certainly be rendered 
raging the growth of whisker.s. If the much worse in consequence of the opprca*. 
house should feel willing to accede to the sive eniiMincnts of tho present hill. He 
principle of thi.s measure, and to res? its jirofessed himself to be a great enemy to 
iiopes upon a tumultuary fnree, or upon 1 flio pracliee of flogging, as detrimental 
tlie refuse of .an army, let it at l<-a.st profit even to the service itself ; and in thisopU 
by the experience which the fate of other niot^lii- uas supported by the rule ofttie 
countries must have, ailorded. If thg l-'iencli armies, where t(ii,s pracliee wax^ 
gountry was to employ and pay for dirt^ wholly exploded. The noble lord secmcc^, 
foVtjod’s sak(‘.1et it be English dirt. Let it to act on the principle of‘evil, be thou my \ 
emploj' its stout athletic colliers and coal- good he had altered the .system of the'.. 
heavers. lait it pay its aspiring chimney- right lion. gent, on this side (iMr. Wind*’A 
<.\\cepers for their exertioiw. '^'liey could bam), whit«li must iii its natural tendency^',', 
ill their onii way annoy tlie eiiciny ; and ! have considerably added to the eligibiUty"^^ 
when pursued, could climb tin; frees with \ of the situation of a soldier’s life; and 
flic facility of squirrels. But the noble ■ now-proposed to pervert the character and"” 
lord \ias friendly to the bu.sllc of the ' haliits of the British, people at large. If. 
tiling. He liked to see men iiiareliing out i .sm-h a system was to be carried into exc- ,, 
of this village in cider to bcdiillcd in the . cii^iun, if file poisoned cup was to be,, 
contiguous one. He coiiceiveil ilic public i coolly adiuinisu red to the lips of English* ; 
would be stiTick with its elfu'acy .owl exe- mi ii,*it was fit lh.it it sliould be furnished 
ciition, fur llip noble lonl might be assured i b) ibt sell-same person that had viewed- ’ 
that it Mould take great cllict. The ’ Mitb coldness the .scenes which had been ' 

number of the iiiitlonc would be consider- ■ ivitriessed in Ireland. A delicate word'-' 

able, and at b-a^t uitiongst the poor persons niigiit soincliines be used to express a-, 
ruined by its operation, he would he ena- j cruel or a barbarous action, and in thw 
bli;d to Viirnish a large fiazetto of killed liglit, the delicate term ‘di*;ipline’ might 
and wounded. He concluded by obswniiig, ^l)e used to convey an idl a of luccraliug 
tliat the arguments of the noble lord , men’s backs ; ofte.iriiig,bymeansofthe ' 
accorded M'itn the argnuunt.s of the^viilgar, : scourge, the live flesh oil' men’s bones, 
that what was most e.xpciisive Mas best: jvU?is^vas by .some called lluggmg; but, if. 
it reminded him of the story of the conn- the noble lord through delicacy called -. 
tryman who came to town to have his this ‘ discipline,' the hon. hart, said he' 

tooth drawn, who, a.stonislied at the little had only to wish that he might keen 

pain with which the operation was per- delicate hands olf the backs of En^ish»JP 
formed, refased paying the opciator half- men. « . 

a-guinea, saying, that in the Voimtiy he The Secretary at War defended the 
could have the job done IRr half-a-c^wii, tern pursued in the British army, agaiiift 
and be dragged round the room into the the insinuations 'bf the lion, baronet; and 
bargain. * asked bow an army Otfuld be kept togetbeir 

Sir F. Biirdert expre.ssed iiis disappro- or be hariaicss without eiiturcing discKj^ 
bation of the'^easore, both as oppressive plin» ? Was not the necessity ofdisciplin^^ 
and uAconstitutional. 'fhe bill united in mawitested by theVxperience ofall natioiar ^ 
itself all opposite defects. It w-as at once and ol' all times ? 

oppressive and inieliectual ; harrassiflg to The Hoj^ F. Robinson contended, tinit 
the subject, and at the same time com- the discipline in the Britisli ^my was , 
pletely impotent as a measure of national milder than in the army of any_ ®tbe* ’ 
*oefeace. It rathe/ to be ctlled a country. The discipline in Russia a«d 
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tvas severe to a proverb ; and it 
f 'iwaswell known that the stick was frc- 

? oently cmpIoy**d in tlie French army 
A loud ory of’No, no.] The bon. gent, 
could only aasAre the house that he had 
.heard so from persons wlio were witnesses 
of the fact. 

Mr. C. IV. Wynne supported the mea- 
. sure, as believing that it must be )u'uduc- 
five of a much better system than the pre¬ 
sent volunteer establishment. 

Mr. W. Smith denied, from the.best au- 
' tbority, that the stick was made use of in 
the French army, as a mode of punishment. 
At the same time, though he knew it w'as 
by no means general, he could maintain 
that such a mode of enforcing discipline, 
was practised here [a cry of No! ] fien- 
tlcmen might cry No, but he had bce,n an 
eye-Avitness of the fact. He mentioned it 
' ':with a hope that its being publicly noticed 
might lead to the correction ot so gross 
an error, such a breach of the military 
’^constitution. 

General M. Mathew said that he would 
bring the oilicer to a court martial Avho 
l‘''W 0 um presume to use any man under his 
command in the manner that had been 
alluded to. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor was of opinion, that it 
(, would be improper to have tl»e I/tcal Mi- 
litia on a dillcrent fooling in point of disci- 
. plinc from the regular militia, 
i Admiral JIareey observed, that both 
soldiers and sailors in the French service 
•were flogged with a c.it-uf-nine-tails. 

Sir Jos. iiin//in rising to support the bill, 
begged to have it understood that he was 
‘;ilot inclined to do so from any love which 
r. lie bore to the measure itself, nor from any. 
,'expectation that the great inconveniences 
' to which it wfmld expose the country, 
•'Would be compensated by any adet'juptf 
addition to our internal strength ; but as 
^leading to the measure proposed by his 
jisble relation the earl of Selkirk, to which 
i it bore a considerable resemblance in point 
■ of form, though very diflerent in spirit and 
. tendency. The diflerence between the 
two systems depended principally upon 
' one practical circumstance, by the altera- 
- tion of which one of these systems might 
converteil into the other; namely, the 
curctunstance of raising the men required 
'' by a ballot upon all pci^ons from 18 te 35, 
as proposed by the noble lord ; or, on the 
.otlier liaiid; by calling out aU the young 
' men Avho in each successive year attained 
tjw age hf 18, as proposed by his noble 
fi'lcuU. lie- had concurred with some of 


his friends in endeavouring to obtain that 
alteration in the copimittee, but without 
success. In the coui^ of that discussion, 
hoAvcver, the noble lord by whom this 
measure has been brought'forward, ad¬ 
mitted with great esmdour, that the cha¬ 
racteristic feature of li'rd Selkirk’s plan, by 
which the youngest pt”sons of the commu¬ 
nity were exclusively'*called out in the 
first instance, was siqierior to his own, in 
the abstract; but he was induced to aban¬ 
don that advantage, and to adliCTc to the 
plan proposed, as best calculated to main¬ 
tain the establishment produced by the 
volunteer system, to repair the breaches 
made in that force by the decay of the 
spirit rtbich first raised it, and to fill up 
the blanks occasioned by its original failure 
in particular ocCiisioiis. The hon. mem¬ 
ber expressed his conviction that the vo¬ 
lunteer system was admirably calculated 
to do away all internal discontent and cr/fti- 
motion, and that in this way it had saved 
the country from the utmost danger ; but 
that the slight degree of military disci¬ 
pline required for this purpose was totally 
unequal to what our present .siiuaiion re¬ 
quired, threatened as we were by the most 
tremendous military fort:c. The attach¬ 
ment of the noble lord to the volunteer sys¬ 
tem, now dccaj'ed and superannuated, 
might be harmless in common limes, but 
it Avas ruinous at ])reseiit, by consum¬ 
ing the precious time which circumstances 
allowed for preparation. The danger to 
Avhich we AAcre exposed, arose not only 
from the force opposed to us, but still more 
from onr situation at home ; from the 
strange apathy, the idle confidence, which 
pervaded this country; an a|)athy, an. 
idle confidence, no where so conspicuous, 
or .so astoni.shing as Avithin these walls. 
^ situaitiori never occurred in history more 
noble, more conspicuous, than that in 
w'hieh the house stood. The bulwarks of 
humanity AVcrc battered down; they stood 
alone in the breach, an awful responsibility 
lay upon them ; but they had a gallant 
nation at their back ready to follow every 
spirited lead, wtth the more alacrity as it 
was spirited, but if they were careless and 
sluggish Avith regard to such an essential 
object, what could be expected from the 
people i This carelessness s&med to arise> 
not from want of spirit or activity, but 
from the contemplation of a calamity 
against which we saw no remedy, and from 
which we shrunk as from the contempla¬ 
tion of death. The plan before us oflrere4 
no reftige from 'this despcEate view; bttv 
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that such a refuge was furnished the 
plan of bis noble frimtl, which, by raising 
this country to the tf^ty of an armed na¬ 
tion, afforded the means, not only of extri¬ 
cating us from our present difficulties, but 
also of tiaiiMuitting the constitution unim¬ 
paired to ou|j posterity. As no better 
could be done, he was induced now to 
support the plan proposed by the noble 
lord, which by its practical application, 
and chiefly by its defects, might be the 
means of bringing the plan of his noble 
icl.itiun into notice. 

(iencral Steuart supported tlie measure, 
and maintained that any private soldier 
could obtain redress by an application 
to ins royal higlincis the < oiniuniider in 
chid’. 

Mr. W, Smith did not mean to inijiute 
any thini!: in the least improper to lys 
j'oj .il highness, neither did he mean to sa^ 
the practji e was general, 

'llie liouM* then ili\ided. For the hill, 
101; Against It, 20. Majority, 78. The 
bill was thin passed, and ordeied to the 
lords. 


IIOI SE or lORDS. 

Monday, June I 'i. 

I Mu. Palmir’s CiAiM.] l,nrd JlaiiLs- 
biny observed, that seeing bv the votes ol’ 
the house of coininons, that a Tiieasure 
was ill progre*, there, relative to the Claims 
ol Mr. Palmer, he thought it light to pro¬ 
pose to institute an innuiry in their lord- 
ships’ hou>,e in the me,\u tune lespecfing 
those Claims. He therefore moved to 
appoint a committee to inquire iiito^ithe 
nature of the Agrteinnit entered inte byj 
govermiient willi Mr. Palmei respecting^ 
the improvement of the Post-Office, and 

. I., _ M.\ __ . c nf • n.. i_ 


Office.—A committee was appointed ac¬ 
cordingly. 

ITreatv vvini THE Kino of SiciLy.] 
Lord llawkesbury moved the order of the 
day, for taking into considenAion his ma¬ 
jesty’s Message, respeefing the Treatv 
concluded with his ,Sicilian majesty. The 
object of the motion w'ith vvhii h he shoAld 
conclude, would bu to induce the house 
to concuri^niaking gou.l the stipulations 
by which his majesty was bound in that 
treaty; and to bring their lordships to ac- 
4 }uiesce in that motion, only a very few 
observations, he tiiought, would be neces¬ 
sary. The present Treaty was in substance 
same as that concluded and ajfpioved 


of by former administration; but 
was proper and expedient two- ^i 
since, might not be proper and expat' 
at the present moment, he shoUld 
rest his motion merely onahat ground> 
observe further, that as the circumsti 
between the two cuuntiICS remained 
1 } the same as at that jicriod, the expE-| 
dicncy of pursuing the same line of con^.f 
duct must also most probably rem aiw . 
The sum stipulated to be granted was the 
same, via. 300,000/. for which recipreodv 
SCI vices wcic to be performed, 
lordships would no doubt recollect the 
cumstaaces out of which our connectitAl 
with Sicily arose, and they would there >3 
fore he sensible of the fidelity and geneto-^ 
sity with which tlie country mast feel itself^i 
bound, strictly to adhere to its diiforendH 
stipulations. His lordship concluded 
moving an address to his majesty, assuWl^ 
his majesty of their coidial concurred' 
in the ohjri't of his majesty’s gracioi 
communication. 

Lord JImlland did not mean to find fatlfi, 
with the Tieaty, although probably 
policy or impolicy might at th’e preseUf 
niomciit, in a great measure, depend UpgDl; 
ciicumstaiires, of which that house coutd! 
nut he informed, and which indeed, ibi 
w;;iul(l not be proper to conimunicatev He; 
readily admitted that some such treaty 
wMsacalled for by the claims which h»*; 
Si( iliaii nuajesty had upon the generosity 
and Jionour of this country. At the sami 
time, however, there were circumstan^i^' 
connetted with the state of Sicily whi<^l 
atl'onh d ground for much anxiety, and 
was glad to find that precautionary provi-% 
siuns vveie inserted in the treaty; but lit P 
regretted tha( in addition to the two fort--'! 
res'cs w hich our troops w ere to occupy, i5 


t 

the causes of the suspension of MrT Palnieisl that of Malazzo vv.is not also directed Ip 
from the comptiolieiship of the Post-joe ganisoned by our troops, the ladMr 


fortress being of gioat strength andiin«J| 
portaiice, and kept up at a trifling %X«i 
pence.—^’fiic motimi fur the Addreu wag 
tii(‘ii [)pt and agreed to. 


HOUIE OF COM.VIONS. 

jlfondau, June 13. 

[Kixo’s Message rcspectikc a Vol^^ 
orL’xEDiT.] The Chancellor of the Wp s J 
chequer presented the fellowing Message* 
from his majesty; 

“ G. i ?0 His majesty, relying on the 
uniform zeal manifested by ’ ^is f ' ‘ ‘ ‘ 
commons to provide for whatever < 
cics the situation of affairs ibay t 



PABl* BEBATESi Jons 13f \^Oi^Affain<ffthsSitutIn^ Company. [n60 

!l)pootnniends to this house to enable him j to whether the public should be bound to 
' ^'talce such measures us the circumstances { pay in India the money so borrowed, or 
■of.tfac extensive warfare in whicli his ina* j to the Company in tf^s country, and dis- 
Tjosty is engaged may render necessary to I putrsMia<i arisen as to the rate of interest to 
^^Nmnteract the plans of his majesty’s ene- , be allowed. It had been, how'ever, set¬ 
tled, by the Report, that not only the ex¬ 
pence of the remittance of bullion to 
India, hut the usual iiiterc.st of that place, 
where it was originally borrowed, should 
bo paid. Upon tiicse grounds he did not 
feel himself justified m ealliiig upon par¬ 
liament to make any advance to the Com¬ 
pany farther than tliat wliicli bad been for¬ 
merly slated to be actually ascertained to 
be due. Jlc concluded with moving, 
"That a sum not exceeding I, .‘iOO,()()()/. 
he granted to his majesty, to enable him 
to pay the s.nne to tlx East India Com¬ 
pany on aceount of "xpences incurred by 
tl^cm in the public .sort ice." 

I,oid/'ottcAtoiie ri peated the objoftioiis 
he had urged lx lore the lui’isc had g<? 4 ic 
into a euininitlee, and then moved us an 
aniciulment, 'J’hat instead of 1.'i(X),000/. 
the Slim ni li\e pounds lie inserted. 

IMr. Cruvnj said, that he was rather 
disposed to .laree to llx* llesoliitioii, with 
the except ion of one item, niiiouiiiing to 
I bo,()()()/. wlixlilie could not (onsont to 
\olc. 

.Mr. Turney supported the Resolution. 
Althoniili the committee were not \csled 
with the authority ofarhitralors, yet they 
had lx on a|)poin1cd to ascertuiii the amount 
ol the debt due ii|x>n eitlier side. 'I'lie 
result of ibeir iixpiiry was, thatLbrlOiVtOtV. 
were found due by tlie public to the Com¬ 
pany, ]>art of which liaMiig alieady been 
paid, tins vote was only for an acknow- 
leilpeil balance, juiix d to some fiuiher 
siibseqiieiii t l.iiins. 'I'lx; point at issue, 
th.-reliire, w.is iclaiive to tlx* rate of intcr- 
i.'St and Ihe mode of transmitting payment 
of tile debt due by the [iiiblic to India. 
As to this, he had no doubt of the elxarge 
made by the f'oriipaiiy being pcrtcctly 
fair and loasonabic. and that if iheir ac- 


>vies> to provide for the safety of his 
'tioiDtnioDS.’'—Ordered to be referred to 
tbe Committee of Suppl}'. 

. V tArFAiBs OF thkEsst IxniA Company. j 
R. Dundas moved, that the house do go 
,Rlto a (.'oinmittce of Supply, to whom 
^ ldN>uId be referred the Petition of the East 
:|^ia Company, and the Report of the 
, ^lommittce appointed to enquire into the 
-ftS&irs of the said Company. Uqxm tlx* 
.'motion being put from the chair. 

Lord Eo/AestoMc rose, and objected to the 
.Speaker leaving the chair, as he thuiight 
the report alluded to was perfectly nnsa- 
'^afactory, and contained so little inlbr- 

g ation, that it would be quite inipropir 
r the house to go into its consideration. 
On a former uecasion an olijectiou had 
heeu stated as to the manner in which that 
committee had been formed, usaI lx* still 
looked upon that objection as lx iiig jiisii- 
by the report now upon the t.ddc. 
^tere were, in his niiiiiion, various facts, 
^ W'liich the lionse ought to be in pos- 
J^sion, before tix y proceeded to vote any 

C at sum of money to the blast Iiuj^a 
npany. 

, ]^Ir. H, observed that the owjcc- 

tioiis of the noble lord would be beticr 
mserved for the committee. 

> Air. Cntrejf was of the same opinion as 
jdte noble lord; but would not object to 
the house ^oing into the committee.—The 
house having none into a Coiuiniltcc of 




Ir. R. Du/iduf then stateif, that if would 
unnecessary for hint to say much, us 
Report contained most oi tlie fails, 
that were necessary to be dct:iil<‘d. SomV 
'.mi^derstanding had arisen lx tween the 
Accountants of the Company and the 
bublic, which were referred to the com- 

^_ _ ^ _• A _i . _ i:» . t \ »t« 


.tnittee appointed upon East India ^allairs, I counts had been submitted to a master in 
1 ^ho had thought it necessary to adixro to ' clianeeiv, tife amount of their claim upon 

_!__ 1 J.. i... i\ . I *i._ _ i.'i .t.. i . . i.. b. _ 


' the principles laid down by the furmei 
'committee. Tlie first article charged by 
Company was tht^expence of prisoners 
of war conveyed by his majc>!ly’s ships to 
hadia, immediately upon capture, w l&ich 
necessarily becauie cbai^uahle upon .*he 
public ; and the next was the expence of 
remitting to India such sums of money as 
had been paid by the Company to the 
'imblic in liquidation of,the balance owing 
them. • tk question had been stated, as 


the public would have been nearly tour 
millions, instead of the sum at which it 
hall been charged in the Report. He could 
not really sec any just grounds for object¬ 
ing to the liquidation of thd'4obt as now 
charged, as it was strictly due by the 
])til)lic. If the noble lord was determined 
to pevftist in objecting to any part of that 
debt, he should at least allow, even in 
his amendment, that which he might look 
upon ius unobjecftouablc. * ^ ' 


AT” 
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Lord Folkestone iitated, tbattte principle 
upon which he bad proposed a grant of 
five poundsj was m^ely for form sake, as 
he objected to the voting of any sum what¬ 
ever upon the Report in its present im¬ 
perfect state. He did not object to the 
paying of Indian interest so much as he 
did to the expVnce which was charged for 
carrying out bullion to India. 

Sir John Anstruther said, he most heartily 
concurred in the Resolution, as it appeared 
to him it was fair and reasonable tho Com¬ 
pany should receive paynunt of the 
money in the same place, and in the same 
manner, in which it had been borrowed. 
Tlic public must be paying interest* for 
that money, until such time as it was sent 
out to India, and therefore he thought 
tliere could be no <lue^(ioll as to who should 
bear tlio loss. , 

Mr. Wilburforcc and lord Morpeth seve- 
railj^slated lljeir soutiinents in favour oT 
the original resolution, and lord Folkc- 
.stone's amendment was iiegutivud without 
a division. The original resolution was 
then put and agreed to. 

[Sicilian Siusinv.] The Chancellor 
of the Excheipier then moved a Rt-soliition, 
That 300,000/. be granted to his niajest}', 
to enable him to fulfil his engagements 
with tho king of Sicily. 

Mr. Whilbreud desired some explanation 
as to the lateness of the time at which 
this treaty was hiid before the house; and 
how this sum came to be paid so long by 
government without any former commu¬ 
nication to parliament. Policj reipiircd, 
that when we gave a^vav such large sums 
we should know wlicrelorc. He al.so ob¬ 
served, that returns ought to have l.»*en 1 
laid before the house, oi the. proper apmi- 
cation of this money. He oliscrvcil in the 


II.S 

It 


lainly ciihugh for ns to say that'we 


defence, 
was rcr- 
wnuld 


leaving the number to our di^- 

\ ° • 


he necc.ssary to provi<le fin 
He tlid not approve of this, 
gh ■ 

defend it, 
cretion. 

Mr. Secretary fW?w/»g*entered yito a 
detail of the circumstances by which 
Naples had been drawn into the war wifli 
France, and staled that it had been done 
by a Rdssijpjfcommaiider who had landed 
troops thtre. But the king of Naples be- 
in^rawn into the svar, (i. Britain was 
bound by every cdhsideration to as.sis9him 
in his defence. The engagement to pay 
25,000/. a month, or 300,000/. a year, hail 
entered tnto by t^e government 


before the late one, and part of the i 
had been pakl. In 1806,w}wndie'cl: 
took place, the Sicilian ambassadomjppli 
to the ministers, and it was resolved 
a regular agreement slAuld be dratm^ 
up, but, in the mean time, the. paynieOM 
were made. 'I’he regular engatremi^ 


regular engagein«i(|r* 
was not drawn up till the close of tha^^ 
administration. The instrument arriv^t 
here in July or August last; but firoMl> 
some mi.stake of Mr. Drummond, tho|« 
was an article in it to which we ootdd 
not agree. It was therefore necesssarv' 
to .send it back, and he hoped it wqhuL 
appear that they had laid it before thC 
house as soon as possible. With 
gard t6t the returns mentioned by the. 
hon. gent, these could not very eaSil^, 
have been made previous to this period-^ 
but*iVIr. Drummond had declared that “ 
greatest exertions svere making in Bicili 
and he might be the more readily 
pended npon, as he went out with an 
ciinalion to think that they would scarcefK^ 
act with albthu requisite energy. As to twi 
number of troops, it was judged necessarjp' 
to fix the minimum, which was lO.oCfO? 
men, but there was nothing to prevent sni 
fioin sending more, i['that should be jndgodl' 
proper, and more there actually were at' 
tlys inomciir. , 'i? 

Lonl 11. Pe//y thought the answer^ 
faculty. He xvas of opinion, however/, 
that the specific provisions for the defene^^ 
I of the island, ought to have appeared aiyl 
4he face of the treaty, in a manner moi^ 
full than they actually did. 

Air. Whitbread admitted that the answ^. 
to the first question was sittisfixctory, and^ 
was glad that a Russiau*and not a Britiaii*' 
commander had been guilty of tliat most 
impolitic, absurd, and pernicious act, thir. 


------J " - - -.... —*, , -.-f — — .w.w..— 

treaty that a particular number of meii>»,fijrchig of Naples into the war at the tint#' 
svas mentioned, as fliat which i< would ^e had coticliulcd a treaty of neutraditV^' 

He, however, saw no reasw.^ 


with France, 
why we were to have the cuntroul qf 
forts in the island and not of the'third an^ 
most iqiportant. He thought we should^ 
have had an option of putting our garrisotdlra 
in which ever of them we pleased, olS 
in nil. • ..tj 

Mr. Secrqjiary Cmniug stated that vre* 
had, and should have, the controul ov^^ 
the third; hut Uiat the provision respec^ 
iiigtthe two was Adopted with a view W' 
the number of troops we could furnish, 
lie also oliiprved, that the duties paid by 
our soldiers on certain articles oi|^provisioi||: 
in Sicily were to be drawn back in tb« > 
payments to be made under tile treaty. 
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< " Mr. Windham had heard a great deal 

^ore importance attached to the third 

> fbrtress than to those of Messina and Au* 
gusta, as being more directly in the line 

‘ bf the plac.e, \<iiere an enemy from the 

> t^posite coast could soonest riach. He 
certainly thought, therefore, that the stipu¬ 
lation ought to have been express for our 

■ occupying this fortress. 

Mr. WiUierforce said there was a proM- 
$ion in the treaty that appeared to bind us 
.-•to restore Naples to the king of Sicily at 
a peace. He was sorry for this: because, 

’ as we wished always to perform our en- 
gagements, we ought rather to ^promise 
■■■' wss than more than we could do. 'I'his 
' was not, perhaps, the^ meaning iatended; 

,. but it might bear that construction. 

Mr. Secretary Canning stated that there 
could be no doubt as to the construction 
of this article, as it was the amendment ol 
that one which had last year been objected 
to, precisely on the ground mentioned, 
that it might bind us to more than we 
could perform. Still if wc cotild restore 
Naples to the king of Sicily, wc should he 
, glad to do it, although we could not enter 
:4into any engagement to do it. 

' Mr. Bankes objected to the practice of 
’ granting money, as appeared to have been 
jij'aone here, without the matter having bc''ii 
‘regularly before parliament, n hieh had a 
ri^t to examine into the grounds ol" giv¬ 
ing away their money, and the manner in 
which iltvas expended. He also thought, 
,that atreaty of commerce ought to have ac- 
k coropanied this engagement. The omis- 
aion of an opportunity to do that, while 
‘.trewerc giving away our money, might 

felt in tne case of Sweden, with respect 
to which perhaps, we might be involved 
lin great difficulty about our Orders 
Council. 


Mr. Iluskisson stated that the account of 
the disposal of the money had been alv\ays 
'’laid before pailiament, though the thing, 

' he admitted, had not been done in the 
'most regular way,—^'The Resolution was 
.then agreed to. 

'■ ‘[VVestminsteb Improvements,] Mr. 
,£ 0 ^ moved a grant of '15,200/. for pro- 
.jjecting the improvem'iits in and near both 
houses of parliament, and for the purchase 
"'•f grounds in and near Palace-yard wi^h a 
fiew to that object. " 

Mr. Windham objected to the mode in 
which the money was expended, and the 
>|[ad taste which prevailed in the pretended 
improvements. He thought it sufficient 
ia grant a part of this large sum at pre¬ 


sent, and was sorry to say the style of 
building hitherto punued was such as to 
impress an idea of m^ry instead of gran¬ 
deur. 

Mr. Long agreed with the right hon. 
gent, in cundemning the mock Gothic 
front of the house of lords. The remain¬ 
ing buildings should be submitted to such 
judgment as would insure a better taste. 

JNlr. Hose said, that he really did not 
know uniler whose .iiithorily these im- 
))ro\emeiits were conducted ; but some of 
them consisted in lath and jilaister, and he 
should be very happy that they were 
pulled down. 

jVlr. Sheridan thought no new grant 
should be made till care should be taken 
that the new cvp« nditure did nut get into 
tlic same hands as the former. The pre¬ 
sent fiont of the house of lords was some¬ 
thing like the appointment of Dr. Duige- 
uan to the privy council, wvery one was 
ashamed of it, and nobody would avow 
himself the author of it. He recom¬ 
mended undoing the improper ap{ioint- 
ment, as \iell as pulling down the misera¬ 
ble building. 

The Sjjeakcr joined in condemning tlie 
improvements, as they were called, and, 
by some persons, liad been tliought, but 
for wliich, he declared himself in no way 
responsible. With respect to vili.it was to 
be done, the plans were now before the 
louse, so that it only, and not the com¬ 
missioners, would be responsible, either 
for adopting or rejecting them. 

Mr. Bankes was glad that this suliject 
had attracted the notice of the committee, 
and reprob.ited the practice ol' voting the 
puWic money, when no one was responsi¬ 
ble^ for its application. He moved that 
of j instead of 75,000/. only 45,000/. should be 
^. '"Voted, as amply sufficient to supply all the 


demands of the present year. 

Mr. Whitbrendf though he had every 
wish for eeeoiioin}', thought the present 
building so disgraceful that he vould vote 
for a new one. He thought that a com¬ 
mittee ought to be appoint..d to imjuire 
who authorised the raising of the build¬ 
ings, who audited the accounts, and who 
issued the orders for their payment. 

Mr. Hose believed that the w'orks were 
ordered by the Surveyor Gctccral of the 
Board of Works, and tliat they might have 
been paid by an order from the Treasury. 
But ke asserted that ev&ry shilling of the 
money had been accounted for, and that 
the accounts had been as scrupulously cx- 
amixiG(,y as any public accounts ever ha 
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Lord H. Petty condemned, tbe front of 
the house of Jords, and denied all know* 
ledge of the plan, f 

The Speaker said, a general order had 
been given to comply vvith the wish ex¬ 
pressed by the house of lords for additional 
buildings. NolH>d 3 f knew any thing of 
the plan till tke building exhibited itself 
in its present form. 

Mr. Iluskmon stated that, in conse¬ 
quence of the dillieulties the Hoard of 
Treasury found in getting proper accounts 
from the Board of Works, int rsuros had 
recently been taken to j)Ut the great ex- 
[Mjnee of that Board under proper controul. 

Mr. Puller condemned the shuiweful 
carelessness, which, from whatever quarter 
proceeding, was so cvitlent, from llte dis¬ 
graceful state of the exterior of the house 
of lords. The pi ofessed oh.jpct was to give 
that Louse a handsome outside ; whereift, 
lo .^rcak plai^a Bnglish, its pilastros 
peared nothing better than a.set of elonga¬ 
tions, to which, under certain circum¬ 
stances, the members might occasionallj’ 
retire. The work which had Ift-en erected 
was a paltry building, and he was ni»t sur¬ 
prised the public thought their money 
thrtiwn aw'ay upon it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchetpur jirefcrrcd 
the eyesore of tlie present building to the 
expenee of pulling it down. The au¬ 
thority for purchasing the building was 
given in 18()d, and notice was given to the 
holders in eoiinoc^uence. On this ground, 
he thought it right to vote tlie original 
sum ; wiiieh was voted accordingly. 

[Mr. Bacmkr’.s Claim.] Sir T. Turton, 
in the connnitt.ee of supply, after reca[)i- 
tiilatiiig the ditierent proceedings ou.thc 
Claims of JVTr. Palmer, .stated that a ajin 
of about 08,000^. had been found dutVo 
him by the former committee, but*lhat tttta^ 
committee, to whom liie account of this 
balance was last referred, Inid, on a difle- 
reiit caculation, reduced it 1+,0(K)/; con¬ 
cluded bXinoving, " That a sura not ex¬ 
ceeding 5^702/. 05. 7d. - be granted to his 
majesty, to paid to John Palmer, esq. 
being the baism^' of the per-centage due 
to him on the net ^venue of thc'Post- 
OiBce, from the 5th ‘day of April 1793«to 
the 5th day of Jaiiiary 1808." On this 
a division pla/c: For the Resolution 
0.93: it 73. Majority 20. The 

ICraoTu^tion was accordingly agreed to. 

[Spain.] Tbc^ house having resiimed, 
the Chan^lor qf the Exchequer adverted 
to the motion respecting Spain, of which 
rtMlice had been given by a right hon. 
XI. 
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gent. (Mr. Sheridan) ; but with tha ,pp%, 
port and Scope of which he professed my¬ 
self not to be acquainted. He could not,^' 
therefore, but be anxious to know what 
was thc'object of that right hou. gentle¬ 
man’s motion. 

Mr. Sheridan thought it sufficient to oifV 
serve, that he had coiiinmnicated the sub¬ 
stance of his intended motion to his right 
hon. friend, the secretary for foreign 
affiiirs, whose absence he had now to re- 
gi(*t, because he was certain, that had his 
rt. lion, friend been present, he would have 
made no objection to the nature of the mo¬ 
tion he ^ad to propose. He had so feamed. 
it, that It was impos.siblc the entertaining 
of it could cause any' |>ubiic detriment, or 
expose ministers to any' violation of .that 
disei'f'tiun ami secrecy which it was theic 
dul^- to observe in matters of (his stuft. 
But if that right hon. gent, was ignorant of 
the purpoit of this motion, it was only ;; 
a new proof of the shyness of communica'-V 
tiori which he had reason to believe cxistedf 
between ^hat right hon. gent, and hii' 
right hon. friend (Mr. Canning); other-' 
wise he could not account for the disap¬ 
probation nhich (he right hon. gent, had 
now manifebted of any motion of (he nature 
he had intended to ‘make, being brought 
under the consideration of the house. 

*The Cliancrllor qf the Exchequer was not 
awuA'e of uiiyr good that could arise, from 
the agitutinii of sueh a subject, and mus^ 
only sup|)ose, that the object of the rigl^t,. 
hou. gent., ill making -such a motion, ws^'' 
merely to draw a speech from one of hia. 
majesty's ministers. 

hlr. Whitbread was anxious to dtssugdp 
his riglit hon. friend frewn stirring any iii- 
quiry into the affairs of iSpalii at so critical 
and perilous a moment. In his opinion, 
eveijy matter of tliat kind, under the pi'cu- ■ 
'thir ciiTUin.stance$of themomeiit,.e'M ’lid be 
left entirely and exclusively to the discre* . 
tioiiof the executive power. • ■ 

Mr. Sheridan was detenniiied to pevsist 'I 
in his motion. It could be pioduclive qf • 
no evilj and it might give rise to mucli --^ 
good. He felt the urgency of (he 
ness, and was ihcrefore re.solved not ta-Cr 
leave it to the slow and skulking hesha^ 'j 
lion of ministers. Xs to the apprehension^ 
of his hon. friend, he was confident tha®^ 
he ^hould not only he able to allay those!,^; 
apprehensions, but succeed in convimfing - 
his hon. friend of the propriety “f the mo- , 
tion whicR he intenaed to make.—Mr../' 
Sheridan having thus persi.stcd hi his 
tion, it was fixed for Wedriesijpv. 

3K 
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[Sugar Distillation,] On the motion 
for the third reading of the Sugar Distil¬ 
lation bill, 

Mr. IVtslern rose to oppose the third 
reading of the (.bill for suspending the 
grain distillery. He said lie could iiot-siifK-r 
it to piiss that stage, without again dcclai- 
ing the same decided iiostility to its prin¬ 
ciple which he had avowed upon its first 
introduction. Nothingh.ul been urged that 
removed any objection to il he had origi¬ 
nally felt; so far from it, the more be con¬ 
sidered the measure, in every point ol' 
view it appeared lo iiim contrary to every 
principle of souihI policy, infinityly mis¬ 
chievous, on account of liie eslaiilishinent 
of a dangerous precedent of interfereMce 
with the agriculture of the coimiry, and at 
the same time wholly uncalled for by any 
pressure, or even ap|)earance of sciirialy 
presentor to be apprehended. If any dan- 
er should arise in consequence of tiie 
arvest being at all deficient, it might bi^ 
as well guarded against by an order of 
council, instead of agitating Uio public 
mind by the means which had bemi jiur- 
sued. Tliere were two or three circum¬ 
stances to which he wi.^lied to advert, rela¬ 
tive to the consumption of grain in tiie 
distilleries and the Voreign import, and 
which he thought it material lo slate to 
the house, especially so because be be¬ 
lieved that the opinion which prcwiileil 
relative to tlic amount of such foreign grain 
imported, and of grain consumed in tin: 
distilleries, was very erroneous. The 
report of the committee tended to confirm 
these erroneous opinions by taking only 
one average ^ the foreign importation, 
namely upon tho last five years, and also 
by not taking the last official return of tlic‘ 
quantity of grain annually consumed in 
the distilleries in Ireland, amounting to. 
890,()(K) barrehs. The im[*ortatioii 3f 
foreign corn was stated to amount to 
770,000 quarters annually, and which cer¬ 
tainly was the case upon the average of 
those five years; but he begged to call 
the attention of the house to the’ ‘impor. 
t&tion of the two last years, and which il 
was more material for us to consider. It 
would be found that import of foreign 
com in the year 180G amouiited to only 
.’■319,000 quarters. In 1807, it was^cer- 
taiiily a great deal inote, but if llie*two 
years were averaged it would not exceed 
500,000 quarters each year, inej^usiveof the 
iinpurt of flour. This view of our situation 
ought to Le exhibited to the public, as it 
was material in every point of view and 
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much more satisfactory. It was another 
irre->istil)le proof of the increasing produce 
ol' the country and oSethe means we pos- 
.'•cssed ofijroviding for our own subsist¬ 
ence. Then in regard to the quantity of 
corn used in the distilleries, he thought the 
committee had relied too much upon the 
lowest calculations, and appeared certainly 
to have done so in regard to Ireland, where 
the consumption by the lasloiiicial return, 
was nearly double lliat upon which tlie 
report appears to be founded. The com¬ 
mittee calculate ujion a total consumption 
lor threat Ih’iiain and Ireland of 780,000 
quarters, of which England is supposed to 
eoiHunie .'K)0,0(X), Scotland 109,000, Ire¬ 
land 311 but the Irish ofl’icial account 

nearly double- that estimate, and the 
British proitahly exe "cds il, being founded 
upon the lumiher of grtllous of spirits ac¬ 
tually paying duty. The total of grain of 
all sorts consumed therefinuf must exgced 
1,000,000 (|uarU'rs, whilst the foreign im¬ 
portation amounts only to 500,000.—This 
was a V ery dillerent statement from that 
which the public were impressed with, 
and v\hicli was made to appear by tho 
report of the committee ; it was however 
perl'eclly correct, and could not be dis¬ 
puted. It was not immaterial to consider 
likewise in this view of Uio case that in 
the event of this bill passing, and of our not 
receiving a single (juarler of corn from fo¬ 
reign countries, our agriculture would still 
lose a market for 500,000 quarters. The 
impolicy of reducing tlie markets for grain 
had been already repe.itedly urged, and 
W'HS too obvious and indisputable to admit 
ol any justification : such a reduction of 
dci^ami would lie more felt also by the 
grj.M'ers than is imagined. Many people 
.s)<ppo.sed the loss of the distillery markets 
'Would not be sensibly perceived. The 
elleet would certainly be perceived, ornot, 
according to the abundance or the defi¬ 
ciency of tho approaching harvest; if it 
was abundant and a good barloy year, it 
would be materially felt. It was well 
known that we imported ^ barley, our 
own produce WAS iqua! to our own con¬ 
sumption, and, in a 'plentiful year, it was 
ih his opinion more. It was but four or 
five years ago tlic price of barley was in 
Norfolk and Suifolk os' lovt^^as 20#. per 
quarter, and the average of th'e‘'fciqedoa> 
23#. or 24#. Even the ci(cumstance.4 ol tuc 
preamt moment afiordf^ evidence of this 
opinion, inasmuch as tb« re was asufliciency 
to carry us through noon three-fourths of 
a cro^, and a'total foiluire of peas^j^-jw; 
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beans, to supply the places of which in the 
feeding of hogs, &c. a considerable quan¬ 
tity of barley inustl^ve been used. Toesti- 
matc the eliect upon the price of the arti¬ 
cle by the loss of the distillery markets, 
these circumstances then must not be for ¬ 
gotten, the effect was not to be consi¬ 
dered by th^measiirc of quantity used m 
the distilleries, it was the withdraw iiig any 
demand from a market sufficiently supplied 
that would so affect the price, and which 
it was well known would sink it very far 
indeed beyond the ratio or amount of such 
demand withdrawn. There was another 
circumstance also that would operate 
upon the price, and that was the loss iff the 
competition excited by the appearance of 
the distiller in the corn inaiktt—Upon 
the whole, he was sili'-fied the measure-, 
however limite<i, would have a very i 'iu- 
rious effect upon the agriculture of tlie. 
country, andyv'ould discourage to a gre^U 
degree the spirit of improvement anil 
of enterprise in the cullivaiion of the soil. 
It was possible that the class of farmers 
who do not look heyoiid the moment wou'd 
not he influenced in tlieir conduct till they 
experienced the effects, but every man of 
inlorniation and reffeetiou who was ahout 
to emhark a considerable capital in the 
cultivation of lauds hitheito waste and un¬ 
productive, orwho was .ihoiit to carry into 
effect expensive improvements upon lands 
already in tillage, must iiu-vifably feel the 
most se.rious alarm from such an unprece¬ 
dented and mmeccssaiy inteiference with 
the markets for the produce ol'agriculture. 
Every merchant and maiiuf icturer knows 
and dreads the effects of uiiy iiiterruptiou 
or restriction of the market for hi.«> 'lom-. 
inodities, be they what they may, ar\d it 
must be as sensibly or even more sensi^y 
felt by the agriculturist timn any otn?K 
persons. The return of capital employed 
in the cultivation oBlaiids was slower and 
the profits les,s than that employed in any 
other w9j(|^ and upon that account as well 
as othersTWquired a slf-adier market, and 
more nerfec Kaeyuritx to indifte the direc¬ 
tion of it to that obk?ct.“These ctipsider- 
ations, as well as many others, had con¬ 
vinced him that nie- propo.sed meaiflire 
would be producti/c of incalculable mi.s- 
chief, and>tic naV heard no arguments 
>^stated»W?^tne couwc of its progress through 
tile house that llad at all shaken his ori¬ 
ginal opinion ; nideed, scarcely aiiy that 
appeared to be^ upon the subject, lie 
should therefore mve his most decided ne- 
^l^ive to the thirdreadiifg of the bftll. 


Mr. D. Giddy and lord H. Petty 
posed the bill, wot from any objection fif; 
tlie affording protection to tlio West India., 
planters, but on the ground that the prin«, 
ciple of the bill was ultcflv subversive of 
our agricultural interests.-l—The (juestion 
being called for, the house divided, and 
I he numbers w'ere. Ayes 7 t; Noes 34* 
Majority for the third reading 40. The 
bill wn.s then rend a third time, passed and 
ordered to the lords. 

HOUSE OF I.ORDS. 

Tue.sdiij/, June I I-. 

[Mr.'Pti.MF.R’h Clum.] On the motion 
of lord Mliot, a message was ordered to be 
•sent to the coirunons, desiring a copy of 
the Report of the committee respecting 
Mii. I’alirtrr’s claims; and also a message 
desiring that leave miglit be given to the 
right lion. Charles Long to attend the 
commitu-e of their lordships on this silb> 
jeet on Thursday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, Jane 14. * 

[.King’s Phoctok.] Sir C. Pole rose 
in pursuanci' of the notice which he had 
given, to call the "attention of the house 
and the country to the mode of con- 
(fuctiiig the bu.siness of the Navy in the 
llig<i Court of Admiralty. It was a sub¬ 
ject which he had considered of the first 
importance to his majesty’s naval ser- 
vi( e, and on which he had more than once 
endeavoured to express his sentiments to 
the house, and to urge and pray for amend¬ 
ment; but, he was sorter to say, the 
inffiieiice winch the ri^ht hon. and hon. 
members connected with that court pos- 
se.sscd, had hitherto ellcctually prevented 
the*alteration required: this Wfis not to 
Meter him from exerting his utmost to cor¬ 
rect evils which w'ere notorious, and which 
must continue to exi.st whilst the onurt 
wa.s conducted a.s at present.—Itvfasbis' 
intention to move two Re.solution.s, the one 
purporting that the duties of the King's . 
Proctor or Procurator-general w-ere .so nu¬ 
merous, that lid one person was equal to - 
discharge them ; tiie other, that an hum¬ 
ble addresi be presented to hi.s majesty, 
praying that he would appoint three or 
ni^re persons to lie employed as Proctors 
in the High Court of Admiralty and High 
Court of Appeal.—It would require little 
argument to satisfy any impartial mind 
with the necessity of these Resolutions, 
without meaning to cast the smallest cen- 
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mtt on the character of the individual 
who held the office of Proctor, or those 
connected witli him. On the contrary, lie 
was ready to give them due credit for 
exerting themseiives to their utmost; but 
the busincs.s of that court was so increased 
since the c.stablishinciit of one Proctor was 
deemed sufficient, that it was impossible it 
could be executed in a manner to do jus¬ 
tice to the individuals in his inajrsiv’s 
navy. Great delay, enormous charges, and 
injustice, 'mie.t be the natural and is the 
actual consei]ucncc.—In the course of the 
last four yeai's, more than .'>,000 ships have 
hcen libelled by tlie King’s Proctor; on an 
average each of those ships may be said 
to produce three distinct causes, which 
would increase them to 9,000. Be it al¬ 
ways remembered by the house, that the 
whole of what he was now staling, and 
about to state, is the special duty of the 
King’s Proctor, who is exclusively em¬ 
ployed for the whole navy of England in 
all matters of privee, besides all ca.scs in 
which the inteie.st of his majA-sty is agi¬ 
tated ; in all appeals to the privy "council, 
as well as in all memorials and reports; 
the number of appeal cases in the last four 
years liave not been less than .500, all of 
which are under his immediate direction; 
on many of them very intricate and dif¬ 
ficult questions arise ; the papers on the 
tabic of the house .shew the iiumbdr of 
ships libelled in the last four years by the 
King’s Proctor arc above 3,000; there 
are other papers on the table which shew 
the amount of the Proctor’s bills on ships 
Condemned ns Droits. If gentlemen will 
take the trouble to average those bills, 
they will find thefh to give aft average of. 
95 1, on each ca^'C ; but taking the average 
profit on the Proctor’s bills at loss than a 
■sftioiety of that sum, the 500 appeal eftses^- 
at an average of ]00/. will produce a 
sum which, he was satisfied, the house 
Wotlld deem .sufficient for at lea.st throe or 
four King's Proctors : to the cases of shins 
libelled, and appeals to tlie pi ivy aouncti, 
mast be added the, numerous list of niemo- 
risils and reports, which make a kirgc por¬ 
tion of the profits of the olfice. But it was 
not the enormity of*the sngi that he so 
mbeh objected to, it was the impossibility 
Of justice being rendert d to the British 
navy, by the system iiftw per,severed<’in, 
that indfftced him to ofler his Resolutions; 
and ifhe was not so fortunate aato succeed 
this d»y, he still flattered himself the pe¬ 
riod was not afar off, iwheii his majesty’s 
govemmenttWould see the necessity of re- 
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vising this court. He was aware he should 
be told, ibat ves.sels canturedby men of war 
did not belong to the fcaptors, but to the 
crown, therefore his re-solution and address 
were an improper interl’erence with the pre¬ 
rogative. Most, sincerely .should he regret 
such an objection to rendering ju.stice to a 
most valuable portion of 'his majesty’s 
subjects. The delays and expences of the 
Admiralty ('oiirt, with the numerous evils 
and abuses which have *>ccorred, were so 
well known to almost every individual con¬ 
nected with the navy, that he had not 
troubled the house with a long list of 
them ill detail, meaning to rest the ex- 
jiediency of his motion on what must be 
obvious to ('Very impartial man in or »)nt 
of this house ; namely, the impossibility 
of one Proctor executing the duties allotted 
to him : he had never been able to col¬ 
lect any .substantial objection to the ap¬ 
pointment by his majesty fif* .hree or more 
learned and discreet Proctors litficiate 
as King’s Proctors in the said courts. With 
thi.s view of the siibjec t he should take the 
liberty of moving ilic Resolution and Ad¬ 
dress as before recited. 

The Advocate (icncral felt it necessary to 
oppose the Resolutions, as injurious to the 
interests of the nation, and of the navy 
itself. If the lion, officer felt so strong an 
im|>rcssion upon the subject, it was rather 
matter of surprise that he had not per- 
.suaded any one of the various boards of 
admiralty, which had existed since he had 
first mentioned this subject, to think with 
him. And, certainly, there had been 
amongst those boards, .some with which 
the hon. officer had .some influence. It 
wa;^’to the executive or to the board of 
iuWiiralty that any afiplication should be 
qflidc, and not by address from this house, 
•'i'he rij'.ht hon. gent, then entered into a 
detailed statement, to shew that it w’lis the 
interest of the navy'itself^ that the king’s 
proctor .should be emplovcd on their be¬ 
half. Numberless toinpfaints j<?id within 
the last four year.'t been math*’against pri¬ 
vateers, aiid the re.ji '.'^’.wns'-'inat the owner 
of the jirivaleei'wa.^his owm dominus litia, 
and at liberty to ci)l>duct his business, so 
that many vexatiouf proceedings were 
the consequence. It''was desirable that 
the king’s proctor shoiS^a be\(i^lependant 
of the navy agents. A’*? to the^tsMr^en* 
of the number of caused that could not 
be a*‘ground for the ration, unless the 
hon. dficer had shewft^ that those causes 
had been neglected. jThe king’s proctor 
woultfliave as much s^ista&ce as 
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ed, and if more proctors were to be ap¬ 
pointed, the reasons of tlie case would ap¬ 
ply with more fore/ to the king's advo¬ 
cate, who was obliged to discharge all his 
duties personally. The fact was, however, 
that the business was regularly and dili¬ 
gently attended to, and as no case had 
been made oulKhc was confident the house 
would not agree with the motion of the 
hon. officer. The king’s proctor, when 
appointed, had given up all private prac¬ 
tice, and, if his pre.sent emoluinents were 
to be divided amongst others, how was he 
to be indemnified? llis former clients 
would not come back to him, and he did 
not think the hon. oflicer would be of^pi- 
nion that the king’s proctor should be al¬ 
lowed to act for parties as widl as for the 
captors. AfteV shewing by reference to 
the original prize act, and to several su^- 
srujuent public documents, that the em¬ 
ployment ofVfie king’s proctor for tht 
captor?'*.' is consonant to ancient practice, 
Jie concluded by declaring, that he should 
give his negative to the motion, as in- 
jnrioiis to the interests of the navy, and 
interfering with the prerogative of the 
crown. 

Mr. 11. Martin supported the motion. 
Neither the prerogative of the crown, nor 
the intcrest.s of the nation, would be at all 
injured by the appointment of more than 
one proctor, fur all the proceedings would 
be as much under the eye of government 
as before. The proctor considered him¬ 
self as totally indcpeiidant of the captors. 
It would be much better for the navy that 
they should be ettabled to choose a proctor 
who would be responsible to themselves. 



navy felt the utmost anxiety for 
cess of this motion. If it were adopted, 
the proceedings woVdd be much more 
rapid, the captors would be much bene¬ 
fited, disadvantage whatever would 

result to tln^rovvn or ta tlie public. 

Mr. that'lhe bu.sincss 

could not be better n^na^ed than ait w*as 
by the king’s proclpr ami his assistants. 
He had heard no ipaton for an alteration 
in the system. By ry reason, on the con¬ 
trary, w'aa^fi^infa A. He affiruned that the 
hr the n»y would be very much 
injured by havini the choice of their own 
proctors, as app<\red from what acAialiy 
took place from tueir having the appoint- 
mrat of their own\agent|. They had at 
all tile aqvantage that rCsulted 
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from the connection between thi* 
proctor and the king’s advocate. ‘ 
expence was often '.aved to the 
which they would be put to in proitKei^l^ 
ing bad causes, if they laliose their^ba^’' 
proclors. 

Mr. lixi-otard contended, that it was 
duty of that house to watch and be jcaidlii^^ 
of every office. He hoped, as the i'igh|; 
lion. goat, had said, if the hoii. baronel 
should carry his motion, that he would ex¬ 
tend his motion to the ulfice of that right 
hon. gent. There were certainly in tiw 
coinm<»ns many persons who were as 
qualified as the king’s proctor to condti^ 
tlie business. It had been said, that the' 
interests of the navy itself w-ere better piro;^ 
vided for by the present practice ; but 
contrary was the impression uiiiverse^iy. 
felt'in the navy, though most unwarrtmt- 
able measures were employed by the 
miralty to stifle their complaints. He kt>« 
liie fact, because a petition had been ^ 
into his hands, complaining of gross abus^ 
and signetk by many of the most res{>e(^ 
able persons in tlie navy, some of whe<fr; 
witiiSrew their name.s, in consc<]ucnce 
tiieir having been menaced with the vedh 
geance of the admiralty ; and he bad 
fused to present the petition afierwardi^ 
iq^t he should thereby draw down th#. 
vengeance upon the parties. Upon theie: 
groAids he should su|)poit the Resn|utiol^% 

Mr. Furquhar stated that if a cause 
tended beyond the period of two yeatrs, 
must be from the fault of the parties, 
bore testimony to the respectability 
integrity of the present kmg’s proiot%^' 
and expressed his surprise that this 


He stated various inconveniences tliaft re-,, position should have cdlne from any p^- 
suited to the captors from the present son connected with the navy, 
mode <)f proceeding, and said, Jliat Mr. Jtdtnslone observed, that all the ttd' 

the sueV va 


jantages which at present resulted front 
the king’s advocate having the mana|^- 
ment of the prize causes, would exui^ 
though there sliould be two or niovn 
king’s proctors; and that all the *apgU!»" 
meiits.j^l)Out the injurious eiiect of an ui^; 
re.stricted liberty of choice were altogether'; 
inapplicable. Proceedings, he said, 
often been retailed, owing to the mana||i'^ 
ment bcing^in one«pcrson; and justice'to 
the neutrals, as well as to the captorSi. ref,: 
quised that some alterations should talto 
place. He coul^ not see why the inciMBr' 
veniences might not be remedied witlioefc 
sacrificing^ any of the advantages. 

The Solieiior General dissrated from 
the motion of the Jion. admiral, because, 
if any iuconveniencies were felt from ^ 



' ■ 


i («v*- 


fAKL. debates, June H, i80R.--Cfe<’o/«’ Rendaice Bill. 


[S7« 


nOE^t mode of conducting business in 
'Wfr admiralty courts, it would not tend to 
remedy them. lie opposed it in the 
aecdnd place, because it was poifcctly 
novel in its n^ure : thirdly, because it 
. was directly contrary to a former decision 
of the house, by which it had been re¬ 
jected when it was lormerly proposed : 
fourthly, because It proct «'dcd upon a priii- 
Giple directly the r^•vcl■se of that on w hich 
all causes were in.-.litii!fd in the court of 
' appeals, namely, th il these suits neie 
, conducted, not for the benefit of the cap- 
tw, but for the benefit of the crown. Ho 
contended, that the navy wern not,'iitcrcsf- 
' ed in the fate of the motion, and that no 
inconvenience had been shewn to result 
from the business being confined to a sin- 

• proctor. 

Mr. Whitbreud asserted, that so far from 
the ({uestion being indiiicrent to the navy, 
there w'as a generai outcry, he might say, 
in the navy respecting it. He was w illing 

• to concur in all the jiraiscs w'hich had 
nj|>een bestowed upon the person, at present 

bolding the office of king’s proctor. But 
. abuses Imd taken place heibre heCilleil 
the office, and such abuses might occur 
again. The hon. and le.iiiu'd gent, iiilglit 
j. as well argue, tliat il'would be proper and 
bt' for him to conduct e>evy cause in the 
> GOurt of" king’s bench, as (hat one proctor 
should engross tiie whole business of ihc 
court of appeals. Formerly two clerks 
did the business of the house of commons, 
and continued to do so till the time of the 
, anion, when the increase of business made 
it necessary to have a third. But the hoii. 
a^d learned gent, upon his principles, 
acould argue, that because two had been, 
aufRcient at one time, they would be sutli- 
cient still. 


of proceeding in the admiralty courts; 
but he conceived it to be a very extraordi¬ 
nary principle, and one contrary^ to that 
which was recognised in all other courts, 
thijt one person, however able anti how¬ 
ever distinguished either by his talents or 
integrity, should engross the whole prac¬ 
tice of the court. f 

]Vlr. Robert Ward said, that if it had oc¬ 
curred in times past, that the king’s proc¬ 
tor had been cmployeil on both sides of a 
cause, such regulaiioiis were now iido|)tod, 
as to preclude the possibility of its happen¬ 
ing in future. 

iMr. Windham argued, that if the king 
v/nt* dominm litis wlicn there was only one 
proctor, he wonld be equally dominus Hlis 
when there were three proctors, and lh.it 
therefore there wa^ oo objection to the mo¬ 
tion of his gallant frienil, from its tending 
1*0 alter the princi)>le upon which causes 
t.ffe conducted in the priar courts. .And 
if it liad no injurious tendc;»cv, » in this 
way, he thought it desirable to adopt a 
measure which w'ould he highly satisfac¬ 
tory to such a numerous and ineritoiious 
class of persons as the oflicers of the royal 
navy. 

Sir Charles Pole made a short reply, in 
which he stated, that some causes had 
been pending in the admiralty' courts 
more than ten years, and tliat a majority 
had been pending more than seven years, 
lie should think that he was wanting in 
his duty if he did not take the sense of the 
house upon tiie motion which he had the 
honour to propose.—The house then divi¬ 
ded upon the hon. baronet’s motion: 
Ayes lb; Noes 35. Majority l!), 

luENcE Bill.] The house 


W'l'BATKs’ Rem OF. 
hiuiiig gone into a c 
variety of urnei 


cummittee on this bill, 
irnendments were made 


The Chancellor qf </«: iJrc/ici/m'opposed j^fiereto*: among the most prominent of 
the motion, because it had not been sliewn j which was one proposed by the Speaker, 


that the delays which took place in tlie 
decision of causes in the courts of prize 
jurisdiction arose from.a want of proctors. 
On the contrary, it would be easy t}> shmv, 
that the interests of the captors were 
Itfaterially benefited by a vast nuhdier of 
causes passing through (the hands of a 
single person. ' , „ 

‘ Sr Samuel Romilli/ thought that the best 
time to reform the constitution of a qpurt 
of justice was when Uie oflices in ,the 
court were respectably and unexception- 
ably filled ; because, at such ^ time, all 
personal and party motives must neces¬ 
sarily be (ixcludeu. Ije did not pretend 
to be intimipciy acquainted with the mode 


who wished to give;!to the clergy of the 
archirpi.scop-al dioceses, the same privilege 
of appeal as that which w'ould .Ve enjoyed 
under the act by ^le clergy of/Meepiscopal 
diocc.scs. The c'.^r.j'iY oftlj|»<cpiscopal dio- 
ot" appeal from the 
;e.s to the arebbishnp; 


ccses^ had a 
bishop of their dioc 
the Speaker proposed 


a clause, by which 
the clergy of the arAhiepiscopal dioceses 
should have the righVbf a^j^cal to the 
king in council. The ifchanceTK^qf. the ' 
Exchequer proposed to niodify thisaihdnd- 
men<, by making the Appeal lie, not to 
the king in council, hv\ to the king, who 
should be empowered to appoint Dele¬ 
gates *or Comitfissiontrs under the 
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Seal from the bishops, for the purpose of 
revien'ing the decisions of the metropolitan 

courts_The claiiaB thus modified was 

agiet;d to. The other clauses of the bill 
wore then gone through, and some amend¬ 
ments proposed, but no material altera¬ 
tion was made in the provisions of the bill, 
or any thingtof consequence enough to 
call for a division. The house being re¬ 
sumed, the report was ordered to hi' 
received to-morrow. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

IVediicsdajf, June 15. 

[(!biminai. Law.] -IJn the motion of 
sir Samuel liomilly, that the imuse resolve ! 
itself into a committee of the whole house ' 
oil the Privately Stealing bill, 

.\lr. Burtoa said, that during the last 
twi lily or thirty years it had been his Ibt 
to liavc soin€y*!xptrieuce in the adminit- 
tiaiiom.of tlie Criminal Law ; he should 
tin refore be wanting in his tluty to the 
public. Its well as respect to his learned 
frit-nd, if* he omitted to pay V hat atten¬ 
tion ho could to the present bill; and he 
was desirous to state a few observations 
upon it before the Speaker left the chair, 
heiause they were comiecteil with the 
principle of the bill. He confessed he 
w as somew hat at a loss whether to look for 
the [iriiiciple in the enacting part, or the 
pn amhle, because they seemed to be at 
varianee with each other, or at least not 
i o-e\tensive. The preamlile laid down 
verv general abstract positions, which far 
e.\( ceded the object of the bill, and went to 


means accede to the propriety of 
the otlimee punishable with no greati^'' 
severity than simple larceny. His leactu^i 
friend was reported to have introducod 
bill with pretty severe comments on 
statute of Klizabeth intended U> be 
petdeil; and any [jroposition of his 
sure to come reconnneiidcd by so niucti"' 
eloquence as to render it a difiicult mattei[,V 
to consider it immediately with an un^ ' 
liiassetl mind : yet upon reference to tbfls ■ 
statuti;, it would be found to contain ati,, 
statement of facts verified by an expend 
enceof two centuries and a half, and equat*^ 
ly appi liable to the present time. It 
that the oileiiders then called cut-pursea ^ 
were very numerous, confederated into 
fraternities of an art or mystery to live idly 
by .secret .spoil, even to the iropoverii^- 
meAtuf many, frequenting for that purposa 
places of public resort, such as places bf,, 
ilivine worship, the court, courts of justic^.j^ 
fairs, markets, and places of executioi:^^ 
anil being habited in sucli a garb as tct^ 
elude suspj^cion. To tins enumeration c^| 
places, the bank of 1‘aigland, and the ac 
proach to bankers’ shops, might now 
added: in every other respect the dei« 
cri)>tion .suited the present time. He vi^ 
well informed by magistrates of experience' 
that the number at |>reseiit e.xcecded huiv* . 
d/bd.s, .some thought to the amount -'^y. 
sevoirai; that many underwent a regular^'' 
training to the art; that they plungered^^ 
to such an amount, and were so far 
federated, that large sums were nevet'' 
wanting for the purpn.se of procuring 
ablest a.ssistance upon their trials, or of. 
buying off prosecutors or vytnesses; upon 


i’V 

ap-;-' 


condemn a very large proportion of our 
criminallaws. Now, in his opinion (without I the whole, next to nighWy housebreak'ecsi, ■ 
stopping to discuss the truth of the pysi-'‘no class of olfenders were .so pernicioM,^.' 
tiuiis), nothing could be more ohjectiona^c It was also observable that the circuia-*V 
than to pronounce by statute such 8 parli^ staiitres described in thi.s statute had alwaya. ’ 
mentary condemnation of a great part of j rtei-n deemed aggravations of the 
our criiiiinal laws, ui^l yet to leave those 
very laws iu full force. To him, con.so- 
quently,^ appeared indispensable to ex¬ 
punge the ]vcamble alt 


duce anothei\suited to 
of the bill, 
collected from the 
abolish the capital 
duce the offence as 


ether, and intro- 
e liiiiited object 
[jIoi, as it was to be 
c^facting part, v9as to 
nnishment, and to k- 
I'ell as the punishment. 


down to thg^sta/wrd of simple larceny. 
..,^ow as it ftook away the puuish- 

mbfei'of death, h (/was Inclined to approve 
it; because sent Aces of death often# pro¬ 
nounced in cases twiere they were .scarcely 
ever ^t to be ex^uted, tended much to 
Wifirfnish their vilec^: bulfhe could#by no ! 


of simple larceny, and therefore 
of an aggravateii degree of punishmttatl^'f 
Such were the number of offenders* anritv'? 
the extent of the depredations, that they,^| 
were |ftrpetrat6d wdth an art which 
noted education, by gangs which 
dangerous, and* in a maiuier to eiutf#^ 
all ordinary care jnd vigilance. Tbi^^ 
these practices prevailed to an alarming ^ 
extent, and would nut be repressed witf^ffi 
out^ievercr punisiAiieiit. than transportafi<M^> 
for seven years (the •highest puni^{Dlii||^' 
for simple larceny), he could unfortunately 
testify from his own experience in tfdS; 
county palatine of Chester. What lisd 
there hap[)encd wltliin the.se feyr years, he'' 
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!ij^ «iiTe must strike the benevolent mind 
learned friend. During ftuir or five 
preceding the spring of 1 SOti, sevL'ral 
^boys had been there brought to trial; the 
^;’jBiimber8 had b^n increasing, till seven or 
o-eight at one assizes appeared to bo con- 
)i;£|^rated in a regular gang, and to have 
frequented the neighbouring fairs and 
markets, executing their designs with all 
'Jthe same art and system that was to be 
/<ound within the metropolis. The court, 
i'liaving betbre tried milder punislinients, 
fjirocoeded upon this occasion in two in- 
vstances to transportation for seven years ; 
^Jbut so little terror did this pnnislifnont in- 
'^spire, that at the spring assi/.es in I SOCi, 
among forty prisoners, there was the me¬ 
lancholy exhibition of no fewer than 17 
boys between the ages of 12 and 1 fi. They 
«ftme from the manufacturing part of* the 
.^unty^, and their oflcnce was generally 
i^that of privately stealing, either from the 
, «hop or the person. Several were ac- 
. .quitted, either from accidental defects, or 
v’wr want of prosecution throiq^h the ten- 
Wbtncss of their prosecutors; but among 
,-<^086 who were coiivicletl, some received 
.''iwnttence of death, and the former piinish- 
';;^ents having proved incfh-ctnal, it was 
necessary to' make a severer ex- 
.'Miule by' transporting two for seven years, 
;'^u recommending tw-o of the capital con- 
'*yfcts to the roj’^al mercy on trnnsporltation 
fife. Tills incrcase-d severity happily 
^.^jbroduced a better ettect, insonnich, that 
-Vafing the four last assizes, only four boys 
.iUtd h]>pearcd in the calendars, .and none 
‘ of them members of any regular coufe- 
tlitracy. proip all the foregoing eirciim- 
'Ji^nces he drow«ihis inference ; that sim-^ 
^iy to repeal the statute of Elizabeth, as '| 
bill proposed, would operate, not to 


brevention, but to the ciicouragecncntyball evehts it would be postponed till anq- 
^f' tlM species of theft, and that the pow^ 
ransporting for life was indispensable, 
existed likewise, one difficulty in 
tioqs under the statute of Elizabeth, 


fyrhich arose out of the constructiqp which 
been put upon the‘words, * privily 
ilfout his knowledge.* This difficulty 
io his opinion, be vemoved with ad* 
^ 5 *, by annexing, the severer punish- 
.tq any larceny from the person, 
circumstances not amountiivg to 
because it wds an old and-just 
.^iqpij^e in the law, that the person as 
a 9 the house ought to bf) protected 
more' than common care. For a 
il^lar reason it was, ,in his opinion, un- 
' wis# to make any distinction as to the 


value of the thing stolen; no such distinc¬ 
tion being made either in the case of rob¬ 
bery from the persoit5iOr in that of burg¬ 
lary ; more especially likewise us it often 
happened, even W’hcre a large property 
was stolon from the person, that the inuiiey 
if found having, in the language of the 
law, no car maik, could raryly be proved j 
whilst the purse, or the pocket-book con¬ 
taining it, though of trifling value, could 
easily be identified. P’or tliese reasons he 
strongly recommended, that instead of 
death, should be substituted Irausportaiion 
for life, or any shorter time not loss than 
7 y'cars, or a long or short imprisonment 
w'iik or without hi*.iv! labour, at the discre¬ 
tion of the roort, as the case might l•o(plil•c. 
If therefore his Icunicd frio id was disposed 
to allow that the bill should.be thus modi¬ 
fied in the committee, he was inclined to 
tbink that it might prove an amendment 
«f the law'. y 

Mr. J-M/ert (of Kerry) likewise olqoctcd 
to the preamble of the bill. Ilimian laws, 
he said, were made for preventing, not for 
avenging Crimes, and hence it often hap¬ 
pened that punishments secmcil to be dis- 
proportioned to the crimes. There were 
two different kinds of criminal legislation, 
according to archdeacon Pah y: the one 
was that w'hicli assigned capital punish¬ 
ments only to the highest species of crimes; 
the other, that wdiich hud been adopted in 
this country, assigned capital puuisliinonts 
to a variety of crimes, but inflicted it upon 
only a few persons of each class by way 
of example. He had no hosilaiion in con¬ 
fessing that he agreed in opinion with the 
excellent author to svhom he had alluded, 

S he should not be so averse to the bill 
If were it not for the declaration in the 
amble. He hoped, however, that at 


ther session. 

Sir Arthur l*ig^otf‘ agreed that the cri¬ 
minal law' of the land ought not rashly to 
be altered. But he contcndefl^ that the 
law had not ans^jrered the ^eat purpose 
of preventing crin;^;s, and/miat its failure 
ought to be asoriii«i t^ts severity, which 
in many instances pravented persons from 
{prosecuting those< ^Jilty of smaller of¬ 
fences. How far itWight be proper to 
modify the severity Vi» thB.„]Mnishment, 
was another question lim nowrth.^^e' the 
house, and which woulf furnish mattSf of 
disoassion in the comrmttee. 

The Solicitor Generea thoup^ht that there 
was at least so much^ood in the bill as 
to sifaction thh goicK into a con 
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tipon it, for the purpose of seeing whether 
it was possible to find a remedy for an 
evil of very great iftagiiitude, or not. He 
did not inuaii, hotvever, to pledge himself 
finally to give it his support, because he 
was nut sure whether it would be possible 
for the committee to remove his objee 
tionstu it. V 

Mr. C. tr. Wynne tonfessed that 
liousc ought not rashly to alter the cri¬ 
minal law of the country. The law, how- 
e>cr, which it was now proposed to change 
bad never been executed in thi recollec¬ 
tion of any person now living. Tlie con 
sequence of this was, that its cflcct was 
lessened, because tliewjirobability of ewape 
W'as great. 1^ was of opiniun, that it 
might be expedient to leave a discretionary 
power to thy Judges, of transporting fur 
life persons ijwiltj of the oll’ences to which 
the bill applied ; indeed, he thought, tIAt 
transportaiiiA^for life was generally pr«- 
f(‘rabl? toXrans|kortation for a limited 
time ; because when the culprits returned, 
being wholly without character or protec¬ 
tion, they were in most cases cVnipelled to 
revert to their former habits. 

Mr. Ponsonhy agreed with those who 
were of opiniun, that the house ought to 
go inln a committee on the bill ; because 
tiiere was ruithing in the bill w hici^ ought 
not to be tlie great object of all criminal 
law, namely, suiting the punishment to 
the crime. 

Mr. heyccMer contended, that the law 
could never provide satisfactorily for the 
great variety of cases, in which it would 
be to be ilecided by circumstances, wlic- 
ther the ullbiicc should or should not he 
punished with severity. It was only by 
the discretion of the Judge that casi|^ of'^ 
tins kind could l»e properlv rt!gulaCijd, 
and therefore he disapproveif of tiie pri 
ciple of the bill. | 

Sir Ralph thought that the 

less discretion was left in the administra- 
titfti of^iminal Justice, the better; and 
agreed \vw a Icarncdl author, who had 
said, that it^as Ixtttcr^ ha^-c law with¬ 
out equity, tmieiiMifCtMMythuut law. He 
should certainly voteAor going into S com¬ 
mittee on the bill. /' , , 

Sir Samuel /?omi% did hope that this 
bill would {^ss jA/i.he present session, lie 
thougt)<t./,}le prl^ble of the bill ought 
Sir’b^ retained, /it contained the reasons 
on which he brought in the bill, and on 
which he hopetO it would pass. Sut if 
gentlemen thought diilerently from him, 
Jtywould givf up I the preamble, be 
oj., E>L 

\ 


' < % 

content to substitute the common preaidb^ 
‘ Whereas it is expedient' The 
extreme rigour of the law shocked 
maiiity of prosecutors, of Juries, ofjiHlgefib 
and led them to comprogiisc the law anid 
the ofience, rather than go to the extent 
inflicting capital punishment where it wati 
sei'cre beyond ail proportion to the crimii^ 
l'lii.s frequent impunity encouraged oltend- 
ers to repeat their crimes, and if, after m 
multitude of escapes, they at length sof* 
fered, they attributed the misfortune to 
accident or want of dexterity, rathor than 
to Justice and the vigour ana vigilance of 
the law^ He cited Mr. JuitticeBlackstoaio 
to prove, that this lenity of Judges and 
Juries, from the necessity of doin^ some¬ 
thing to counteract the extreme' ngour of 
the law, encouraged ollendcrs to. go on. 
The legislature, in suficring the excesaiv* 
penalties that required this evasion 1^' 
remain, w-as an accomplice in the encoij^, 
ragcineiit given to criminality. It wEi 
lamentable that when any person pro#' 
posed to render the law' more mild, 
Jealousy of so iiiuny persons was excited 
and that, when it w'as proposed to add 
its severity, no complaint was made. A 
bill had recently passed adding nine new 
capital felonies to the Ibriiier catalogdo.. 
To this bill nobod}' objected, though, bo 
\A)uld maintain, that an increase of seviT-/. 
rity^was as great an innovation as a repeol 
of severity to the same extent. Ilealojoi, 
adverted to the Indictment Bill lateljr'^ 
sed, as an innovation of much greatef; 
magnitude than the present bill. He 
verted to the committee appointed twen^,'^ 
years ago, of which Mr. box was a mem-, 
her, to inquire what crimiifhl punishment' 
ought to be repealed. They reported 
statutes. 'Dte bill of repeal passed fhti' 
house, but was lost in the lords by tho 
prorogation of parliament, though the 
authorities in that house agpxied to reptw' 
five of the six acts reported. He 
that a remedy was found in explaining 
value of money under the statute of E^;>. 
zabclhaaccordmg to the relative value’4^' 
goods at that time and at present 
this remedy was not of a sat isfactory ki^ 
was merely (!iscretionary>"and the. 
ercisc of thet disAetion w'as not 
regulated by tiie best reasons. He 
a ettse, and it wa.i well known, in whic^^'lT 
jucTge of very rfspectable character. 
reeled the Jury to find a stolen key of’fm 
full capital value, because it appeared to 
be stolen with a view to comnut a the^' 
I'Vom all these reasens, he hoped the house 
3 L • 
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ivoiUd itotonly go into the Committee, but 
aUimately pass the bill.—^Thc house then 
Mrdht into the coimnittee. 

' The SolicUor-fjlmeral stated his reasons 
For proposing Cj^rtaiii new clauses. lie 
should suggest certain alterations, both in 
the description of the oitence, and in the 
puni-shment to be inllicicd. It was a 
crime of considerable-magnitude, and was, 
no doubt, daily inrrcasiiig. lie could 
state, however, what appeared to iiitn to 
be the real cau.se of cniuinals having been 
so often ac<piitted of the charge of pri- 
yately stealing. If, upon a trial, it turned 
but that ail individual lost his purse or 
watch, and had, in the moment, peiceived 
the act committed, that circumstance freed 
the criminal from the capital part of the 
punishment. If, on the contrary, the in¬ 
dividual rubbed perceived the coinmisMon 
of the fact, it being generally committed 
by gangs of persons, who transferred the 
property from one to another, still that 
individual could not fix upon the very 
person whose hand took the property, and 
consequently the wlu-le of the criminals 
were acquitted of the capital part of the 
charge. This, he thought, accounted 
much more naturally for the frequent 
instances of impunity which had oc¬ 
curred. The ollencc wa.s that of feloni¬ 
ously taking properly from the person v»f 
ano^er. Cirand larceny occurred where 
property was either taken from the person, 
or feloniously from a house, and it would 
therefore be aggravating the ollencc. lie 
should propose to omit, in the di'scription 
of the offence, stating whether it was pri¬ 
vately or not, in order to contra-distiii- 
miish it from ibh^ery, which was the tak- 
Hlg of property with violence ; although 
he thought it was an oilence bordering 
Open it; as he believed, there were persons 
much disposed to use three upon sucli ocr> 
casions should they meet with any resist¬ 
ance. lie therefore thought, it was a 
fiefbiiy that ought to be punished with 
more severity than mere simple larceny, 
apd he should propose, that a puu'slimeiit 
i^tnewbat more adequate than that stated 
in the bill should be substituted ; leaving 
it' at the same time in some degree to 
the discretion of the' Judge, ac'cording 
to the circumstances of the case. His ob¬ 
ject was to get a punishment somewhat 
above that of mere lafeeny, and at'the 
same time below that of a capital oilence. 
He should proi>ose that the highsst punish- 
Ibent sho|^ld be transportation for life, and 
tbal the loweiit punuhment should be 


transportation for a period not less than 7 
years. At the same time, it might be 
proper for the Judg# to have it in his 
power to make a substitution for transport¬ 
ation, namely, imprisonment in the house 
of correction, hir a ])eriud not exceeding 
three years. The learned gent, then con¬ 
cluded with proposing aniertimcnts to the 
eileet he had statei*. 

Air. Wimlhavi op,) 0 .sed the principle of 
making transportation the miniinmn of [>u- 
iiislmicnt for such ollences as had heeit, 
described. There might very justly exist 
doubts as to the degree of criminality exist¬ 
ing on the part of the oiiender, and eer- 
taiiil.y there shouJsk4)e no unnecessary 
restriction laid on, with ^respect to the 
c(|ualii:ation ol'the piinishniAnt to the crime 
itself, lie recited an instance .if the extreme 
severity of the law, in sentencing a poor 
v^juiig woman to tran^portati(J|.l, for having, 
iH a sort of jest, siuieii one < f her compa¬ 
nion’s bonnets, and who, afteua cpnsidcr- 
able time passed in captivity, made her 
escape with some other daring exiles, to 
the port of/rimur, in China, in an open 
boat, after a passage of several thoii.sand 
miles, through a most stormy sea, and un- 
paiMlIeled suffering. 

Mr. Homer considered reform necessary 
for the purpose of bringing thi; law, as it 
now stood, to the original principles of its 
institution. He quoted a passage from 
Judge Blackstone before alluded to, .slating 
that sir H. Sptdiiian hail, above a century 
before, iuinentcd, that although ail things 
had, since the original foundation of our 
law, on this head, in the time of the Saxon 
monarchy, extraordinarily increased in 
price, yet the life of man was daily grow- 
m^eheaper, by permitting it to be forliutcd 
fby the peculation of the same sum for 
^jAiich k had been forfeited in the reign of 
the .Saxons. It shot Id therefore be the 
business of the presei,t time.s to reduce the 
law to its ancient st.tte; and if the same 
pmiishnients were continued, to, equalize 
them to the crimt". or in oth^r words, to 
the value of the^^oods thuf stolen. He 
felt it his duty clause as too 

novel; in fact, it wi^s much more so than 
the bill itself; thoi^h the proposition 
came from an hon. member who was the 
more averse to the bill ifA)m tjte considera¬ 
tion of its tendency to it^vatioK.. jj^esides, 
the clause had come into the hou8e^hid-«r 
the most inauspicious circumstances, whilst 
the b'ill was in a comnattee, and without 
any notice. These circumstances could 
not esgape the attenUon of (be hoase, 
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full to excite some degree of jealousy on 
the subject. 

Mr. Burton contended that transportation 
for limited periods failed often of produ¬ 
cing that salutary etlect on the morals of 
the convicts tvliich it was expected this 
mode of punibhinent would have had. If 
the punishmenV were only resorted to in 
such iusUiiices <n wouldJustify its continu¬ 
ance fur life, it would^e cutting olf all 
hope of return tojtiMf old scene of their 
criminality, and probably correct those 
Vicious propensities they had formerly in¬ 
dulged in. lie concurred most heartily in 
reniiltiiig, in several instances, the punish¬ 
ment of death, for o th wss k ss pimisliinOlits. 
Though he wasnecidedly m favour of the 
system of givin^a latitude to the disbi^etion- 
ary power of file Judge, in jiroportioniiig 
the severity »/' the punishment to the \|ia- 
turc of the crliie. * 

Mr. Jbercrm^ji/ considered it a defeef 
in the low oin'liigland, not to extend Iraiw- 
portatioii to the natural period of the cri- 
miiiar.s existence. He reprobated the 
iilea of increasing the discretioi^ry power 
of the judge. The law, he thought, 
should he clear, discriminatory, and deci¬ 
sive, and tlie less was left to the arbitrary 
will of the judge, the better. It had been 
said, that a.s tliere were many shades of 
dillciciiie. It would be better the judge 
.should have a proportionate option: ad¬ 
mitting even this position, still it would 
not follow, that transportation for life 
would not be a national as well as an in- 
di\ idual advantage. Whatever might be 
the nature of the confmeineiit, or puni.sh- 
mciil, as it was termed, of transportation, 
it was certain, a temporary banishment 
was productive of no good ellects to ihe 
morals of the convict.s. Was it, then, pn\- 
per to send so many young persons aiids 
children out to that! colony for a short 
space, who, in the course of nature, might 
be expected to retur^pwgnant with all 
tll^accuH)ulatcd roiila^ii of those more 
experienctV odetiders, ^lo had grown old 
in habitual and iiJlimy | From his 
present view ofthHIS^lIrtance of this sub¬ 
ject, he assured the house he wouldVarly 
in the next session n ov.e, that a Committee 
be appointed to take into consideration 
what advant^esAad follow’ed the intro- 
_ duction,**" the pm a*nt system. 

Whea'ton, l^e chairman, thought the 
most regular way.^f introducing tn<^ pre¬ 
sent clause to the consideration of the 
house, would be by first reporting pro- 
and tbea moving inHhe housii, that | 


given to the committee 
to introduce Uie present clause, after which 
it might at leisure be discussed in the 
committee. 

tiir Samuel Routilh observed, that he had 
not justly incurred the censure so Ube«« 
rally bestowed on him, of indulging in'* 
w ild theories. The imputation he thought 
unjust, and undeserved: his intentions 
w ere, to restore, not to shake, the founda¬ 
tion of the common law. 'The clause he 
censured us altogether objectionable. The 
duration of the punishment tor seven years 
was sufticieiu to answer all the purposes \ 
exjiecteik He wnshed, if possible, the 
clause should be received, in order that it 
might be fully discussed, when the house 
w'as ill pos.sessioii of both the act itself and 
the clause in poipt. 

iSiT Charles Bunbury thought very few of 
those transported for seven years ever 
were able to come buck at the expimtiott 
of their sentence: this, so far from being ’ 
a national honetir, was a national reflection' 
on our justiae.—^'riu* bill was then recom¬ 
mitted, and the clause added to it; and 
tile Ikiusc having resumed, the report was 
received, and ordered to be taken into fur¬ 
ther consideration on Wednesday. 

[ArKAius OF Si'AiN.J Mr. Sheridan rose, 
and spoke as follows :—" Mr. Speaker j 
hofrever 1 may regret that the propo.sition 
which I had tlie honour of giving notice 
that it was iiiy intention to bring forward 
this evening, has been postponed until this 
late hour, and that the attention of the 
house must be considerably exhausted by 
the discussion w'hich has just terminated, 
yet, sir, 1 still think it rigl\|; to sabmit to 
their consideration, the important subject 
^vhich was the object of that notice. I 
cannot conceal that a kind of negociation 
has been carrying on between my right 
hun. friend opposite (Mr. Camiing) and 
myself^ in the course of which, iny right 
hon. friend expressed his wish that I would 
put off my motion for this evening, because 
the distinguished persons who have lately 
come o^r to l^igland to represent to the 
British government the state and disposi* 
tion of their mirive country, are at thlk 
very moment parta^ng of the hospitalitiet 
of his mansion. Sir, 1 allow that Uiis was' 
a strong reason on the part of my right' 
bon* friend for de^ring a postponement eT 
this business; for 1 t^lieve, with all iny 
right hon. friend’s public spirit and enthu¬ 
siasm, thatlie has no very great inclinatioii 
to lose a good dinner. But atMny right 
hmi. friend has datdbhed a very, able gene- 
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ral (sir Arthur Wellesley) to represent 
him at his house, 1 feel less reluctant at 
thus intruding on his patience, and shall 
therefore proceed, only expressing my 
hope, that that gallant ofiicer may soon be 
detached on a more serious service; that 
he may soon be sent into Spain to repre¬ 
sent in that country the entliusiiism oi 
England in her cause. In the first place, 
sir, 1 wish to correct an idea which has 
gone abroad, that 1 entertained the folly, 
the prcsuniption,.thc ill-judgment, and the 
had taste of wishing to teach his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers bow to conduct them- 
selve.s in the existing circunistancr^s. All 
I desire, sir, is to win the attention of the 
house to the present situation of Spain. 
Having communicated the tenor of my 
motion on a former evcnijig to my right 
hon. friend opposite, and my inteutioifnot 
having been disapproved by my right hon. 
friend, I own I was surprised to find that 
his right hon. and learned colleague ima¬ 
gined that my motion would tciul to em¬ 
barrass his majesty’s govcrnnnv^t. After 
the communication to which I have allud¬ 
ed, I expected that he w'onid give me cre¬ 
dit for having no such object in view. On 
the other hand, I experienced sonietliing 
like rebuke from my* hon. friend near me 
(Mr. Whitbread), who seemed to think 
that I was going to bring forward a motion 
which was to save administration fron. all 
responsibility on the subject. Now really, 
sir, this was a most unfortunate outset on my 
part. 1 meant to do neither the one thing 
nor the other. And here I must say, that al¬ 
though no man living more highly respects 
the political probity and ability of my 
hon. friend, as vi»?ll as the estimable qua¬ 
lities of his private character, yet when 
he gets up to rebuke me for doing that 
winch appears to me to be my duty, 1 am 
free to confess, while 1 applaud his judge 
jnent—his understanding—tliedelibei ation 
with which he decides on questions of im- 
portitnee—that if there be any one point 
in his character on which I should not he 
'dlfpoaed to dwell with the greatest satis¬ 
faction,- it would be his deference to the 
opinions of others, or hir doubt w ith re- 
weetto his own-. 1 am placed, sir, in this 
mlemtna; that while my hoif*. friend ac- 
ciUM me of a disposition to cover admhiis- 
Uition, the right hon. n»d learned cl^n- 
coHor of the excbeqiter suspects me of an 
id^ention to do it all the mischief in my 
power. Sit*, 1 may’" be wrong f 1 am far 
ntnn wishing ministers to embark in any 
rash and romantic entef‘prise in favour of 


Spain; but, sir, if the enthusiasm and ani¬ 
mation, which now exists in a part of 
Spain, should spread over the w'hule of that 
country, 1 am coiivinced that since the 
first burst of the French revolution, there 
never existed so happy an opportunity fV»r 
Ureal Britain to strike a bold stroke for the 
rescue of tlie world. But^sir, it is said, 

' if yon (Id not disinist the'administration, 
why discuss t his sub/'ct in parliament!’ Sir, 

1 will tell you w hy *^1 disposed to trust 
administration. But I wish to demand two 
things: 1 wish first to declare, that, in my 
opinion, we must not deal in dribblets ; 
wc must do much or nothing. Why do I 
malfc this d(eclui*..lwVi’i ? Because no ca¬ 
binet which has hitherto fcxisted in this 
counfrj'^—not eren excepljhig that with 
whicii 1 had the honuiirof b«ng connected 
—I\^is pursued simply andfplainly one 
clear and distinct oliject.)' Instead of 
Striking at the core of the.‘o|il, the admi¬ 
nistrations of this country hoft’c hitherto 
contented themselves with nibbling at the 
rind, lii this censure, I must not include 
an hon. friend near me, nor Mr. Burke. 
They would have proceeded directly and 
completely to the object which they liad 
in view, or they would not have advanced 
to it a step. But with these exceptions, 
the ministers of England have pursued a 
petty policy; they have gone about 
filching sugar islands, and neglecting all 
that was dignified and all that was con¬ 
sonant to the truly understood interests of 
their country. 1 wish therefore, sir, to let 
Spain know', that the conduct which we 
have pursued we will not persevere in, but 
that we are resolved fairly and fully to 
stand up for the salvation of Europe. The 
I* next demand I have to ITlak(^ sir, is, that 
ifjft co-operation with Spain be expedient, 
it sliuuh^ bo an cllectual co-operation. 1 
repeat, that I arn far 'honi prompting his 
majesty’s govcrnmeid, to engage in any 
rasii romanlio ente'qjrise; but, if upon 
ascertaining the sfite of the poplar miird 
in Spain, they finjf it is warniu. by a pa¬ 
triotic and onthut^Astic ardqiur, then, sir, 
all i ask is, that fflaf’TfeCrihg should be 
met here with corresponding energy and 
enthusiasm. Bonaparte has hitherto run 
a most victorious race. Hitherto he has 
bad to contend agairwt mriqces without 
dignity, and ministers without 
He has fought against cnpnkriea in 
the people nave been indifferent as to his 
success ; he has yet to team what it is to 
fight against a country in which the peo¬ 
ple are animated with one spirit to 



which f have 
nterf’erencc on the 
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from me as cor- 
jort as if the man 
re restored to life 
vain discussion ? 
look at the present 
animation 


of the Spanisymind be excited by the 
knowledge th« their cause is espoused, 
nut by niinistws alone, but by the parlia¬ 
ment and the) neopJU^^' England ?• If 
there be a dispuition in Spain to resent 
the insults aiid/injuries, too cnofhmus to 
be described^y language, nhicliVhey 
have endureiuruin the tyrant of the eivth, 
will not tliatmisposition be roused to tIiC 
most subliniijii^xertion, by the assur-anea 
tiiat their et»rts will be eordirdly aided 
i^y a gfeal and powerful nation ? Sir, 1 
think this a most important crisis. Never 
W'as any thing so brave, so giuierous, so 
noble, as the conduct of the ^Asturians. 
They have iniigiianiinously avowed their 
hostility to Frame^ they have d«-clared 
war against iionaparte; they have no 
retreat; tltey are resolved to conipier, or 
to perish in the grave of the honour and 
the imlependeiice of their country< It is 
that the British government may advance 
to their assistance with a tinner step, and 
with a bolder mien, that 1 have been anx¬ 
ious to atibrd this opportunity to the Bri¬ 
tish parliament, of expressing tiie feelings 
which they entertain on the occasion. 1 
move, sir, “ Tliat an humble Address be 
presented to his majesty, that he will be 
graciously pleased to direct that there be 
laid before this house, copies of su«h Pro-J 
clumulions as have lleen received by his 
majesty's Secretary iff State for Foreign 
Atiiiirs, and which ha^ been issued since 
thrtrriva^ of the Frein:nprmy at Madrid; 
whether b)\ the .Spaiiishftiovennuent, the 
French Comm^ander in ^ _ 

sons since claiming behalf of the 

Spanish nation.” * 

Mr. Secretary Canning replied nearly 
follows :—Mr. Speaker, 1 am dispo-sed to 
^ive every cr^dit^ my right iion. friend 
lor his motives ii| agitating thi.s subject, 
Ind I can assure him, that lie is very much 
xiistaken if he imagines that it was intend- 
m1 to check or rebuke him, by any tSiug 
hat was said on a recent evening from 
ll^tide of thcyiouse. that tiii^ al- 
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though I was in possession of my . 
hon. friend’s cummi]nication,inyrightl]i^^ 
friend near me was not so. Sir, I coaid 
very easily shew my right hon. friend tbal: 
it is impossible to produce the papers fotr 
which he has moved; sonic, bccau.se they 
have not reached his majestv’s covernt' 
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him. So far, sir, from bringing forward a 
motion prematurely to embarrass his ma¬ 
jesty's government, *1 ^cmnly d^lare, 
that, if the opportunity^o 
alluded of a vigorous 
part of England shun 
administration shall hiC 
dtal and as sintcre a sujj 
whom I most V»ed w 
and powciJ Is this 
I,et those who ihi 
state of Europe^Will not 


ajesty s govern¬ 
ment in an authenticated funn; othem, 
because they are not accurately described 
ill the motion; and all, because if we were i 
in possession of the information which 
they contain, it would be highly improvi¬ 
dent in u<i at the present moment, to com¬ 
municate that information to the world. 
While I state this, however, sir, I hope my 
right hon. friend will not misunderstand 
mu so much as to suppose that 1 impute to 
him any blame for this proceeding, or that 
I undervalue the pledge which he has 
given us of his support in any plan of ac¬ 
tive operations which it may be deemed' 
advisable to adopt with respect to Spain:' , 
the more especially when it is considerea 
that in that pledge may be implied the 
support of ^hose persons with whom niy 
right hon. Iricnd is accustomed to act in 
parliament, and of whose body he is so 
eiiiinenl and distinguished a member. Sir, 

1 should have been far from charging my 
•ight lion, friend witlw blame, even had be 
.'one so far as to chalk out to his majesty’s 
ministei's (he line of conduct that in his ■ 
opin^m it would be e.xpedicnt for them to 
pursue. From this he lias abstained. In- 
disfxised as I should have been to censure 
my right hon. friend, had he proceeded to 
that extent, I cannot but feel that his ^ 
speech, moderate as it has been, calls for 
such a general ilisclosure of the sentiments 
of his majesty’s ministcrs^s^iay be madef 
^vithout hazard, without a dishonourable' 
compromise, and without e.\citiirg expee-. 
tations which may never be realised. It 
is.therefore, sir, 1 declare to the house and 
to the country, that his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters sec with as deep and lively an inter^ . 
u.s my right hon. friend, the noble strug^e 
w'hich a part of the Spanish nation is now 
making <lto resist the unexampled atrocity' ! 
of France, and to preserve the independ^^^ 
eiicc of their country; and tliat there ex- ' v 
ists the strongest liispositiou on the part 
the Ih'itish government to ailiird every.."' 
practicable aid in a contest so magnaat-,. ;, 
nious. In endeavouring to afiord this 
sir, tl w'ill never otcur to us to considei^ 
tliat a state of war exists betwen Spain attd^ 
(ireat Britain. We shall proceed upon th» 
principle, that any nation of Etujjppe t^t< 
starts up with a detorminatiun to oppose a 
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pl«wer which, whether professing insidious the respoiisibitily of acting in the present 
peace or declaring open war, is the com- instance, and not witling to share in that 
mon enemy of ail nations, whatever may responsibility. ^le Had not expressed any 
be the existing political relations of that sucli sentiment: o^:t though his right hon, 
nation with Great Britain, liccnmes instant- friend had done so i,:uch justice to his pri- 
ly our essentiafally. In that event his vute probity, he ha|.. accused him Qf per- 
inajesty’s ministers will have three objects in tinacity. He should certainly, in. the 
view. The first, to direct the united of- present instance, kso far ^herc to ',Wis 
forts of the two countries against the com- pertinacity, that, as he ha/k uniformly ar- 
mon foe ; the second, to direct those raigned tlic mcasuV,“s of the pi£sent admi- 
efibrts in a way which shall l>e most bene- nistratioii since the^';%(^ie ia^ ofhcc, as 
ficiat to the new ally; the third, to direct be had unifurmly distrusiyd and doubted 
them in a manner conducive to peculiarly them, he should not non^.begin to give 
British interests. But, sir, of those objects, them gratuitously his coni dcrice upon a 
the last will be out of the question as com- great and most important Crisis. At the 
pared with the other two. Thesu*^arc the sanv^ time, he v.a{j^p)MUivcly|against giving 
sentiments with which his majesty’s go- the information requiredX lie had been 
venunent are inspired. To the measures often j^Tproved as a manyoo prompt in 
which these sentiments may dictate, they calli^ for information : iV the present 
confidently look for the support of purlia- casG lie knew how to drawlthc line. It 
ment and of the country. It cannot, sir, isas, however, a topic of naw.mal feeling ; 
be expected that 1 should say whether we and he was well aware, wln;iutiis right hon. 
think the crisis arrived, or whether we an- friend, like another Tiniothe^, seized the 
ticipdtc its .speedy a|>proach, when the sen- golden lyre, what an ciitliusiasm he would 
timents which 1 have described must be excite: but he doubted very much if such 
called into action. It is sullicient that I enlhusiasuk might not be productive of 
have st!\ted what we feel, and what we more har.m than good, it prematurely 
intend. Fur the reasons, sir, which 1 have called forth before the brave Spaniards 
before mentioned, I am compelled to dis- were furnished with means of resisting 
sent from my right hon. friend’s motion. their formidable foe. When he heard so 
Mr. Vonsonly perfectly agreed with the much said, inthe usualtone, of Buonaparte, 
right hon. gent, in the objections he Iiud calling him the merciless despot, severe 
made to the motion of his right hon. fi^iciid, tyrant, plunderer, common enemy of man- 
ami early foresaw tho.se objections. He kind, he wished from his heart that Eng- 
thought there was tmteh of the informa- land could come into the cause wdth clean 
tion sought fur that they could not grant; hands. He commented upon the third 
and of the little they had, perhaps none object of this country, in case of a co- 
that it would be prudent to communicate, operation with Spain, and wished it had 
In such circumstances, neither he, nor any been altogether omitted ; it was the nar- 
man as ignoi*<mt upon the subject as he row policy of subjecting the interests of 
acknowledged himself to be, could attempt^ the great caase in which they were en- 
to advise his majesty’s ministers what gaged to the minor concerns of British 
course to pursue, when their course was „objccts| British view§, and British interests 
ultimately to be regulated by that i'nfor- exclusively. r 

matioD ot which they were exclusively Mr. Secretary Ca\,mrtg rose to explain 
possessed. He theretore could not divine a mlsconceptjop vfhich the hon. gent, 
the pbject of the motion of his right hon. seemed to feel, ikf to what he bad spaced 
friend. He denied, for .himself, that it respecting the oIji eels to be yj^osecuted in 
would operate upon him as a pk^dge of the contest^ IlAhad mentmned British 
futuire opinions upon the conduct of objects on tha^ ^liCasrm, for the purpose 
"his majesty’s ministers in this important only'of disclaiming them as any part of 
cit’isis ; asj until he had'witnessed it, he tjte considerations which influenciul his 
could not possibly jud^e of tV majesty’s government. In this contest in 

Mr. Whitbre^ as hi.s right hon. friend which Spain was emb^keijj no interest 
had devoted the greatcr^vart of the exor- could be so purely Briti|h as Spani^ suc- 
dium of his speech upon him. hoped he cess ; no conquest so advantages tbf 
should be allowed to say a very few words. G. Britain, as conquering from France 
In the first place, his right hom friend had the complete integrity of the dominions 
ntistakeii^liim, when he had represented of Spain in every quarter of the world, 
huoias anxious to, load ministers with all Mi^, Whitbread was gl^l that 
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‘given the right bon. gent, the opportunity general censure which hts right hon. frinni^ 
of making this explairation. iiad passed upoft the conduct of all lat#* 

Mr. Windham, though^cre were many administrations, lie was ready to admit 
important topics beIotj|uig to this ques- tliat tliis censure was just in general, but 
tioii, and aj-ising ouJiiWfWe discussion as far he denied that it would apply to the last 
as it had hitherl^gonl did not mean to administration, of which ho hud the honour 
ofli'^irv obserp^tion uAnthem, lie had of being a moinber. lie defied any gen* 
tl^l^isen oyljv to tone! upon one or two tieman to prove one instance in which it 
paitculars,/wl\h wel* more personal would apply. If they could not show any 
than any gAeraKrei’ealmcc to the general such instance, they should receive bii 
situation of W anmfty', the one that it .statement with more temper. He did not 
might not be ni^iderstooil, and the other claim any praise for that admiiii-stration, 
to rectify a ikptakc timt might pn-vail because it hail not an opportunity ofin* 
respecting it. t/\nd here he must observe «urring the c ensure. He was anxious to 
till* gloomy i>ris|ject held up at the onset urge asj^rongly a.s his right hon. friend the 
by the bail candour, open- propriety of encouraging hopes for the re- 

ness, and ingenuousness, with bbich the storation of Euiope,*iii that nay alone in 
right hon. geiiT had cndeavouri u^cou- which they were likely to be realised. He 
-strue the senti/enls expressed by hi^ght had often been i-eproached for enthusiasm 
hon. friend, ajntledgiiig the whole of t^jse on rtiis .subject; but he trusted he should 
who acted wiWi Inin to a general support not be readily reproached again, inasmuch 
of the nieasiUrtss of ailniiiii-.tratioii. [/t as his impressions, though late, had been 
cry of No, from the treasury bcucli.] If adopted. It .seemed now to be admitted, 
not to their other measures, to those at that the only way of overturning revolu* 
lca.st which miglit be connected wdlli the tioiiary despotism, washy aiding the in- 
objcct which his riglit hon. friend had in ternal means of a country with external 
view. He had felt it noce.ssary on his co-operation. Now, there W’a.s ‘nothing 
part to disclaim being included in any such evtcrnal but blugiand ; it was Buonaparte 
pledge, and he hoped tins roiistinctioii of and IV.uire every w'horc beside, and those 
tiic right hon. gent, w as not a specimen of who would not take tft the pinnace or the 
the openness wliich the house was to c\- long-boat in the late .storm, were now 
poet 111 the progioss of this transaction. gIRd to catch at any broken oar, or frag- 
The points upon which he wished to touch mcneofa plunk. When liurope was un- 
were, first, the adiice which had been subdued; when Austria was entire; when 
given by liis nglii lion, friend to ministers, Prussia was a Ibrmidabie niiiitary power ; 
either to do a gie.it ileal, or to do noihing wliin It.ily was not jet parcelled out; 
in this ease, li his right hon. friend meant and Spain itself was whole ; the internal ' 
by doing .1 great deal, to send a l.irgc slate of l<i Vendee* lield out the fairest 
force to the assistance of Spain, he feared hope of arri sting tlic progr<jj.s of the revo- 
that w'c should not be able to do that, ^lulion. Wli.it then liaibbc'eii neglected. 
But it was not thence to ho concluded that was now looked up to withsanguineex- 
nothing was to be* done. Though wt could pectation; and the only hope now was; 
not assist them in thlp highest deS;rce, it* that ^his insurrection in bpain, might prove 
did not follow* that wr iiiigXt not do what a* la Vendee. Uc-ie he should recur td 
would be extremely StrviAable to them, the expectation, or lather deprecation of 
The part of his rightfricnii’.s senti- his right hon. friend, that we should bUx 
iWfTts in wdiich he cotwTctely ccmcurreil, no little interests in the contest, but Ibon* 
was that in which he lecoinmendcd not duct it on the principles siated by the right 
to adopt the conduct th?<t hack been pur- bon. gAit. in his second speech. We 
«ued in former wars sin'db ^hc commence- should remember how great an an*ear w|i' 
ment of the French revolution. It was his iiad to settle, hovv much Spain had to fof- 
decided opinion, that wc should not mK get in consenuencc^of the outrage whidl • 
little British interests with this important she sustaineinn the capture of her frigates, 
question. Ik was haptty to agree with Were they prepared to restore them, and 
his right hon. friaid on this point; though protfe to Spain th(i disinterestedness witih 
he could not concur with him as to the which we were to embark in her cause j* 
alternative, or admit his conclusion,wthat As to the advantage or disadvantage of 
if a great deal could not be done, nothing bringing t/lis motion forward at this time, 
was to be done. The other point upon he owned he did not agree wiih*the sen- ' 
^h. wished to touchf related to the j timents of his right hon. friend. He 
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thought that a demonstration of the dispo> 
Nitioii to promote the cause ot Spain made 
to that house, to tlic country, and to the 
Spanish nation, might be productive of 
advantage. Brt though he Irit this im- 
, prcssion, it was stilj to be apprclicnded, 
that such a demonstration might have the 
effect of influencing the Spamsli nation to 
its ruin, lie hud no objectinn hov\ever, 
to the exprcihion of a disposition on the 
part of the country, to support all rational 
measures that might be necessary to aid 
the efllirts of the bpanish people. 

Lord Cmtlereagh observed, that enough 
had been said as to the discussion of the 
motion, in what had fallen fioin the right 
hon. gent, who broiiglit it forward, and 
from his right hon. friend who followed { 
him ; yet certain topics had been tom bed I 
upon by other gentlemen in the cdhrse 
of the (lebatc, which rendered it impossi¬ 
ble for him to pass them over without ob¬ 
servation. Ibidoubtedly, a dillorem e of 
opinion might exist as to the propriety of 
bringing forward the motion ;t.but of this 
he was convinced, that m the view which 
the right hon. gent, had taken of the sub¬ 
ject, no mischief could possibly arise fioin 
the discussion. 1 le diil not press ;uiy pro¬ 
position upon .his* maji'sty’s ministeis 
which required any improper disilosure. 
It had been brought forward hy a n^ht 
hon. gent, who, on all occasions ofl'difli- 
culty,in every crisis of the country, wa\ ing 
all political hostility, had uniformly come 
forward in suppoit of the country. The 
hon. gentlemen opposite were, uiiquestiou- 
ably, not pledged by the sentiments ex¬ 
pressed by that right lion. gent, to a gene- 
jral support of government. It was not aii^ 
irrational pledge of that description to 
which his right hon. friend had adverted, 
and, if the geiitlenun on the other side 
were not disposed to concur in the feelings 
and sentiments of that right hon. gent., if 
tkey felt not a disposition to assist the 
BpaHiish nation on this opening for resist¬ 
ance to the tyranny of France, they cer¬ 
tainly were at liberty to pursue w'Kat cause 
they might deem most expedient. But 
«>n this, as on every fbrnjcr occasion, they 
'‘aaemed in language to have disowned the 
right hon. gem. who had frdni such laud- 
kolc motives brought forward this ques¬ 
tion. The house and ,%he country would 
not fail to contrast the lone of that right 
hon. gent.*s speech with the chilling lan¬ 
guage of the hon. gentlemen o*n the bench 
with hiniv*—He had to regret the course of 
*tbi» observations pursued by the right hon. 


gent, who spoffe last in the latter part 6t 
his speech, in bringiqjg forward some topics 
between the twe^ nations, at a time when 
the co-operation^oij both was necessary for 
the salvation of thrSv'rid. It was not a 
course w'hirh any/trHe'*'patriotism w'ould 
recommend at siiini a time’,*' to remiw** that 
nation that Englafd was the power tb*4^ 
pre.ss it by tile pifnder of^its '^-jgates, tnd 
this, too, when (h^dijec^bf tlPe right hon. 
gent, was to disrlaifffWV pledge to sup¬ 
port the contest. Then,Yig'on, the right 
him. gent, had adverted I'o*;!!! the topics 
of the last fifteen years, ai*d certainly it 
w'as not with a good grace\that such con- 
deiC.iiation caiiu 4*iiiRTha<p'%ht hon. gent., 
who had b'een .so long dui^ng that period 
in ol^^e. Bn no gentl^naii was more 
rc.aily to condemn any prmoqile, which he 
mi}/>ljt have once entertained; and it ap¬ 
peared that he was always idf'opposition to 
till the governments of wlmF he had been 
a member, though he general 1\' remained 
m oflice to the last. Surely', when the 
right hon. gent, stated, that no Hiitisii ob- 
|eets were/o bo jirosccuUd in this contest, 
he could not mean to contend that objects 
of British interest, which tiiigbl not be 
connected with Spaiiisli obji cts, should not 
be attended to ; .it any' rate, it was not for 
that right hon. gent, to niaiulain such a 
doctrine; he who had sent out a force to 
Alexandria, who had diverted a considera¬ 
ble j),irt of the forces of the empire to 
Buenos Ayres, and who had even dis¬ 
patched an expedition to the other .side of 
South Ainerii a, for the pin pose of support¬ 
ing the cause of I'iurope by an attatk 
upon the back of Spanish America. It 
was rather stnimie that the right lion, 
gent, should be so fond ef returning to the 
charge of ship-stealing, when he had hini- 
■'self sebt a fleet to (>oiistanlinoplc, not to 
.support the hjissiauf., but to bring away 
the Turkish flel;«, whilst the trimps which 
wi re iieressaryv the sucre.ss of the ex¬ 
pedition had beejl sent, not to Ooiisf^ifti- 
nople, but Aleximdria. That riglit hon. 
gent., too, had df^atched another expedi¬ 
tion to liisbon, t^ only force ho had em¬ 
ployed 111 Europe, and for the purpose of 
bringing away the l*ortuguese fleet. He 
could assure tnc right hon. gent., that the 
present administration in thgconduct they 
should adopt, would iiotibilow his practi¬ 
cal example, but act upon the result of 
thei’^ best and soundest judgment in 
adopting such measures as might, under 
all tile circumstances of the case, be most 
conducive to the great and iniportai#ab« , 
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y^ct which they had in vi^w. As to what 
had been said respecting the extent of the 
assistance to be adoTdedJhe was aware of 
the justice of what MSr fallen from the 
right hon. gent, wja^^iui brought forward 
the motion, a: 
arisAdie could itstiu re 

Situation to utlord 
[hen he considered 


efn 


’^coujitrj^ 
:tual as 


It 


Iveenysie patriotic seiiti- 
jlv&fhon. gent, and the 
around him, who were 
worse than cold water 
of the retrieval of Europe, 
see liiin sit amongst them, 
N>4Xiat the cowitry 
:e to that rigb^nin. gen 


theVontra' 
nieni^ of 
Lmguage of 
disposed to 
upon llie hopej 
lie was sorry 
but he was 
would do justi 

tlcman. I "V 

Jiarl regret ted that the dist^ssion 

had taken |/aee, and was sorry fo\ the 
manner in which the question had Befii 
discussed. Aluwever iinpurtiint the lessiwi 
of his auble friend as to recriniinutimi, and 
the coiisistencN' of remaining in a govern¬ 
ment w'iili which he dillered, lie must le- 
gret that the people of Spain, who looked 
to this country for support, should Knd 
that this question had been made a grnimd 
of ncriiiiination by gentlemen on both 
sides of the house, lie hoped tliat tiie 
jniiH-iple stated Iiy his right hon. triend, 
of considering any power that should he 
at war with France as in alliance with u>., 
would not be acted upon to the full ex¬ 
tent. lie thought that they should not he 
considered as our. allies any longer than 
whilst they would Hghi wit.li us to obtain 
a secure and honourable peace. 

Mr. Secretary Cunning again explained. 
He had been misunderstood bv his noble 
friend, if he hatp supposed him to have* 
stated the prineijH^ to that extent. He 

say,'that vv« 
embarked in 


had intended expn 
should consider all 



hostility with France as ySr allies, engaged 
in ^ common object 
and honourable 
purposes of perpetual 



^lie attainment of 
eace, and not for 
ar. 


Earl Tanple was glac? he hl^d given his 
right hon. friend an opioctunity of making 
this satisfactory explanation. * 

Mr. Hheridan did nut feel it necessarjt to 
reply. His obj^ect was to awaken the 
countiy to (he opportunity which, if the 
information froln Spain was true, might 
lead to the rescue of Europe, and to the 
release of oppressed countries fropi the 
grasp of a ruthless conqueror. He bad, 
however, no objection to withdraw his mo- 
tioA, convinced that m«ch bene^t must 
VoL. XL 



accrue even from 
The motion was then withdrawn. 

[Vote of Chedit.] On the motipo el 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the hovute 
resolved itself into a couijpittee of supply. 
The right hon. gent. sUted to the comrgijl* 
tee, that the V^ote of Credit, of which Ite 
had given notice, was 2,500,0001.; but as 
.3(K),000/. the amount of the Sicilian sub" 
sidy, which was to be defrayed out of that 
vote, had since been granted to his majesty 
by parliament, lie proposed to vote only 
‘2,200,000/. The following sums wejre 
then voted: Vote of Credit for Great Hri* 
lain 2,1^00,000/: Vote of Credit for 
land 500,000/: Board of Eiist Fruits in Ir^ 
land 10 , 000 /: Charge of Treasury in IrV- 
laiid 0,000/: Protestant Dissenting Mtni^ 
tors i), 15!)/. 4«. , ' 

§Fosf,i(:x Proferi y is the Funds.] The 
order of the day being read for the Qoti^ 
to resolve itself into a committee of way8 
and means, 

Mr. Bankes moved, " That the acc*ouAt 
of the amount of ail exemptions graiitjt^ 
to foieigners, in respect of the duty on di¬ 
vidends in the various funds of Great 
taiii, and on the dividends of the Bust 
India and Hoiitli Sea Companies, under the 
property tax, in the*year ending 5th April 
1S07, be referred to the said committee.’* 
•Mr. Mugens oppo.scd the measure in 
corgemplation, as contrary to our cstah* 
lished policy. He w'as persuaded that;Jf 
the property of foreigners was to be sub¬ 
jected to thi.s tax, it would prove extremely 
injurious to the prosperity and wealth, 
this country. 

iMr. Shen'p was sorry' that the subject' 
bad been mentioned at^ll? The sum was, 
extremely small, but the sacrifice of prin¬ 
ciple would be great. No advantage cwld 
be jlerived from such a measure as 
ihat would be at all equal to the inju^ 
which it would produce. ... 

Sir 7'. Turton said that the income^^ax 
was in its operation altogether uqjust aAd' 
oppressive; but there was no part of if 
more wujust than this exemption. It was 
fair, reasonable and proper, that foreignitr^ 
who had property in the. funds .sbp^ld .'; 
equally with the subjects of this cod^y 
pay for tln^security of that uropm'ty. 'f ; ' 
Mr. W. Smith did not think the me^re 
ui^ust; but at ihe same time, be thought. 
that it was iropufitic to press it at 
Lord H. Petty observed that the 
que.stion Uras nut a property tax, ..but one 
on the profits derived from py)periy.' It 
would have beea*impossible to have, got 
3 M • / ' 
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profttsof foreigners, till the arrange¬ 
ment mth the bank for detaining the Utx 
upon the dividends. But it n as not the 
intention of that arrangement to intlti<le 
foreign proper^. iJe maintained th.ii 
we bad no right to meddle wilh it; and d' 
we bad, it would not be expedient. 

Mr. Bankts denied that theie could he 
nny inju>>ti(C in this measure, as the stale 
bad certainly an eminent domiinoii over 
the prijperty, and the utmost that fo¬ 
reigners could expect was, to he placed on 
the same footing with the natives of this 
'country. He asserted that the exemption 
originated, and had been continued, in 
prejudice and delusion. Foreigners placed 
their money in our funds tor their own ad- 
Tantage, from the superior security and 
profit which they ailorded. There was no 
reason why they should not pay for this. 
They were general I aliens ; and though 
this country owed them justice, they w'cre 
entitled to no favour from it. 

* Mr, Windham thought, that good policy 
was in favour of the exemptioui, as tlie aii- 
vantage we derived from foreign property, 
Mit stootl at present, was giisiter than any 
Wc could have from the tax imposed on all 
that would then remain. 

ITie Chancellor oj the F.nhequer said, 
that he hod attended much to this subject, 
Slid felt much embarrassment how ’to 
give his vote. If he voted against the 
motion at present, lie confissed tliat he 
should do so from a deference to < haracter, 
end to what had been done before, con- 
^ffary to the inclination of his own opinion. 
He took a revkw of the arguments on 
this subject, apd observed that he did not 
see any reason vn point of ju-.tice that^ 
would exempt foreigners more than the 
people of this country. Bnt there were 
Ciiinsideratioiis of policy that appeared to 
'him to render if inexpedient to alter the 
i^stem at the present moincnt,* though he 
\mi not conceive that the imposition of 
the fax would withdraw any material por- 
'tion of this property from our funds. But 
the principal reason that induceA him to 
' Oppose the measure at the moment, was, 
toat it might produce a^very bad effect, 

' persuading our eivmy, that his mea- 
-‘Sores agaiast ns had in some' degree stic- 
‘ceeded. ^ 

'• Mr. Hibbcrt said, that from the tenor of 
the debate, he conjectured that the subject 
would not be brought forward very soon 
"again for discussion'; and he was anxious, 
1 ^' ijMte ^lan a silent vote on this occasion, 
la mispress ^ his decided opposition to the 


measure propoied, and more especially 
after the liesitaLng negative given to it 'by 
the right hon.^nt, who had just sat dosvn, 
and Avhose speecit was not calculated to 
add confidence t^; ■'rigners who cither 
had embarked or iHrue'^nnbark their capi¬ 
tal on the creditli a time,'tmntry.** There 
was a plain and td was the ']v;nction w4fich 
Imd not been notmder oPits'riich yeitap- 
plicd, in his opiijbjec^of the 'bstice 
and policy of thc'ca^v plAhe foreigner 
who resided here, or wing'turchased Ta»d 
in this couiitiy. beeame, ra common with 
all Biitish subjects, a partner in the genc- 
lal risks of the state; bAt the foreigner 
whs resided abreatt'^rfiJ ^ent his capital 
hither mere money lender, and could 
not coiisnleied as a partner, 'fhe 
t'oin/er we could jus.ly sumt ct to his pro- 
poifiouof the cost of the <V>mmon secu¬ 
rity; bnt we could not, w'tlh equal pro- 
piiety, say to the latter, •“ We have had 
a bad year, our .dIairs aie not prosperous, 
ami w'e must, therefore, deduct a part of 
the interest which we contracted to pay 
upon the.ononoy yon lent to us.” W« 
might say, indeed, if it should suit us to 
viy so, “ y our money is a burthen to ns ; 
we do not want it, you have toiced it upon 
ns against fuir mt liiiations; take it away, or 
we will rcrince ot witliliold the customary 
intciest;” but we could not in justice, 
without any such notice, surprize the fo¬ 
reign money lend* r by a lax. The same 
distimtion applied to the policy of the 
ease*; those einliarked in the same risk 
with us bad not the povser, even if they 
Ind the wish, towishdraw themselves, and 
we weie sure of their co-operation by the 
dtir.ible tie of a common interest. It 
might Ii,i])pen that, in'-Virder to preserve 
our independence a/c'ainst the great op- 
'pressor of Knvope, wt^e might find it neces¬ 
sary to sarriiid.1* not* merely a tenth, but a 
quarter or eveii*’i»^ moiety of our income in 
the form of a^isat;/rty tax ; and wh’lf^he 
expediency of Ic*) yntg such a tax gene- 
rallv and iinparliidfy upon all that were 
in tlie sarao'coiicenrwitli us was indisputa¬ 
ble, it was surclytquestionable how far We 
should attempt to extend it to those who 
ctiuld withdraw their aid af pleasure, and 
whose confidence, however occasionally 
useful to us, was not likely te be increased 
by the unprosperous situation of onr affairs, 
lie was nnvvilling, at so late an hour, to 
enter into the consideration of the expe¬ 
diency and utility of inviting and retain¬ 
ing foreign capital in'this country... It 
was arqnestion which should be consid^d 
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as acomtner* 
ely as it wouM 
y flux of.capi- 
funds. the con* 
lamentable in- 
t«ri i^itiou of omJ ^if commerce 1 he 

kantag||resuie under ordinary 
cTt^instaiice^'is iii a jjpe deiivcd from a 
cafJual thu^stckicc V.the suppoi t f>i our 
f^un^ond tl b^cengtment of tin vaii- 
ous (Apaitwit ^ 11 national industry 
ncii, in h'lAhi nd, too obvious uid con* 
suUiable to mj tic ated with iiidtnc rtiicc 
Hi gave*. th(i|toic. to the proposition of 
n this fust and pic pai i-toiy 
>m»«mt.o>v_juQ|^roundcsi on 
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lioi si OF Loros 
'Ihut sdajf, June i ft 

[Bwkof laEi VND ■) Lend frrrMrj//Fad- 
▼eiu I to till hill tillII betoie till h um <oi 
run win., tin (liutciol tin Biiikoflic 
lind.aiidexprcssicl hissinpii c mat tin im 
nil r c h liter ot the bank had not been 1 ml 
betoie till house He would, however, 
shortly piocecd to state the giounds of his 
intendt d inutioii At the time of grmtmg 
the ihaiUi ot the bank ot Ireland, in 
17b 3, the pend laws against the eatlioliis, 
th it hon id code winch all inin now joini cl 
in eoiidemnirig hid him h ippily iipi ti¬ 
ed Ihcic ii nniiied, li iwc vei, ilis(]inlii 
i itions which pMvenUd eitholics liom 
holding any ollicc iithei in the stie oi 
in toipoi it lulls In the yen I7U3 tin 

gii itii pait ot ihtsi disi]u ililic itioiis wi le 
rcptalcd, ind wn^i the exception ot a few* 
oltiics, the\ w c r^Vallowed to hold gene¬ 
rally, ofln c s 111 tlie^late, and al^o m lay 
coiporitioiis The^ wci«r iHow d to be 
tolonils ol ugiinc iits,yt^>veiiiiis of for- 
tuws, and in list l^i/,inunent st tioiis 
Ufall the piofcssioiis Hie ijutsUoii hue 
was, whcthei, in illmVing them to hold 
any of these uiipuitnu ollnais, il was in¬ 
tended to exclude thetif hum the office of 
governor or diiectur of the bank of jfieland 
^heie was a contrai it ty of opinion jimoiigst 
men t mmcnl in ^he law upon tins subject, 
and tlius a considerable doubt had ai isun 
By the act of I #93, Roman catholics wcie 
allowed to hold the offices mentioned, 
notwitlistaiiduig any statute or byf-Iaw; 
the woid charter was not mentioned, and 
(firom this omission it was argued by some 
fifinent mes# that catholics beiiig ex- 


cludkd from the dtrecuou pf tl;H» 
under the oiiginal chatter, weip jpot 
ble under the opciatiun of the art of 
in tonscquence of the word cbaitei} 
being mentioned in that act. Oth«|r 
men of cminetire m the raw weie ofthp 
eoiitraiy opiuion, th-vt the intention of 
legisldtuii to admit eitholies wasevident^ 
and lli^t they wen eligible under that act, 
the oinis*>ion of tin word ‘ chatter/ being 
ol no ionsequinc.e lliis doubt was jio^ 
nnndied in the bill before the house, it 
being the It lilt as it wis That house 
had the supcioi adv iiitagi of calling foi* 
the opiqiuii of the Judges and he tbouglljt 
the. w IS a east m which that opilUOtl 
111 to he e-ilied for A doubt existe|l 


oil 


as to the law and wlnt was the proper 
eouise to take to solve that doubt, but tc 
puea question to ins mi|csty’s Jodgea? 
lliis w IS so plain ind obvious, tint he W |0 
at a loss to 'iiitnipiti my aigiiinetit th%t 
could be uigid .igaiiist It 11 it was said, 
it was of no impculaiict, a quest on most 
suiily bi c iisidiic cl of nupnitanci which 
iclited to the piiviUgcs ot tuui millions 
ol his 111 iji Sly’s subjects It it<was said» 
theie w as no doubt, the doubt was a know- 
hdged 111 the bill now before the house ; 
and it was, in his 0 |nnion, of gieat im¬ 
portance that It sliuuld be set at test, par- 
tfeulaily when it w is eoiisidiicd that tfu* 
bilk was to eontiiiue foi 31 yeais His 
lot(Kliip concluded by moving to refer a 
qn< sti m to till Judges foi then opinion as 
to till point, whethi 1 under the opeiation 
cil tin act of 179 3, loiiibined with otliat 
lets, an I the Bank Cliiilet act, Roman* 
cvihulics wcie eligible to hold and exer¬ 
cise the olliei of govesndt oi dneetor of 
the bank ot Iiilind 

Lord J1 m,Usbuiy thought such a mode of 
prca.eediiig as that advised by the noble 
■baron wholly unprecedented, oi at least 
highly ununsistent w ith the usual pracCtCe 
ot the house The bill btloic tin a Ipid* 
ships was stiietly and diieetly a hiaineial 
unasuii, and on such measuies vveie at 
iiceess&iy to taki th” opinion of t|tc 
Judges, the public busiuc'.s would be i 4 ,a 
stand, Ol be piptiaetul to m iuauflet^|j|e 
length of time ^ The pomt which tm 
noble baic/h’s motion involved was 
an incidental oni, and left the I 4 W ga ft 
nqw stood He*,was tliereforc at a loss to 
conceive with what practical good eflE^t 
bis acceding to the noble baion’^ motipA 
could b^ attended. It was oppiy to a 
catholic, should tlie piopi letorsaittlie bank 
think pioper to lAlect luiu* to bnog ^ 
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<E!B3W^ Into ft court of law, or to take the Instead of the ^ftin and obvious way €t 
6 ^}ktion bf the Irish judees upon it ui the asccrtaininpr theilaw proposed by his uo- 
bftcho^uer court; or if their decision <lid ble friend, the n^le secretary or state oad 
tiot (t^htisfy him, to brin^ his rase before recoiiiincnded a lai'-suit; first, there ivas 
that house by writ of error. Then would to be all the heat aiSu-'ff’iimosity attendant 
be the moment to discuss and deride the upon a contested elfectiora where catkolic 
point of law, and not on the jjresent occa- and proiestant w^re diiec'Vly oppft?j.fl to 
sion. Otherwise it would be prcjpd^inpj each other; then i suit in aisipurt of Id^v; 
the question, now to take the opinion of then an appeal to the excMquirchamK'r; 
the Judges upon it. IJesides, were the and lastly, an appeal to tfhat itouse, ^hen 
{fudges to say the ratholicN were eligible, the opinion of tlie Judgls mil^ht be had : 
would the house iniiiiediately proceed to and thus there* was to be a tedious litiga> 
alter the law ? Was that the object whif li tion, for'the purpose of as living at the 
the motion of tlie noble baron had ulti- very point now propo^cd Iby liis noble 
iftately ill view ? If so, he did not^iiiagiur fiiend. I 

the house was prepared to go that length. 'llie I^oid ^'/fTiWrlloFViKt^ not agree to 
For his part, he had often st ited what \v«Te ask th<* owVii'on ol the Judgi's unless it n as 
his sentiments with regaid to the elaiins proposed to ligi^late upon that opinion, 
bfthe catholics, and he would now* amin It wA besides, a m.’ttcr oV great doubt 
Vepcat them, llis opinion and determina- \\itv him, whelher, supposing such a ques¬ 
tion was, to make his stand at the art of lion to be put, the Jiulges w'ould not tell 
Union; to maintain the taws as they stood their lontslnps that they did not know 
ftt that period ; to abide by the com es- what was meant by a Roman-catholic; 
•ions that had been made up to that |>c. they knew that persons were excluded 
riod ; but not to accede to atij*othcr that from certain offices who did nottakcfor- 
hftd since been called fur. (’oiicession, in lain oaths.^and it should not he disguised 
his opiniAii, had gone as far as was coin pa- from the piihlie, that this, after all, was 
' tibic with the security of the mnstiiiitinn the leal question in all the discussions on 
in church and state ; and nothing should the Catholic qm*-.tion ; namely, whether 
bring him to endanger that securitv, by persons who did not fake certain oaths 
yielding tothefuither claims of the ca- should be disqualified fioin holding certain 
tholics. offices.^ With respect to this subject he 

The Duke of NoifoH contended that the j tliought it right to declare his opinion, 
noble secretary was lining that wh«h he ] that it would be an event deeply cala- 
hiniself was re|)ioluting in ofhrri; for he initoiis if the protinstant asceiid.iruy were 
was prejudging the question, by the tone t weakened. He held the opinion whiih had 
Tie assumed in ultimately deciding on the been held by Russel, Somers, lord Hard- 
Claims ot the catholus. If the .bulges de- witke, and other eniment men; that the 
cided that the, catholics were eligible, he support of the protestant church was inli- 
wotild move that 9lie law* be alteied on the jtualely connected w itli the maintenance of 
subject, if hi.s noble friend who maile the our civil and religious lir^rties. lie would 
motion should not think proper to do so. not say, that undeg^ no circumstances 
TTie Karl of jMududale thought it aiost Ought tiirllier oonccs^ons to be made to 
ej^raordinary that the noble secretary of the catholics ;>Sut he could not foresee 
state should wish to keep the house in ig- the circumstances m which such conces- 
itofance, as to what was the law. It was sions would bc pruit/tc. It should nev^r be 
said Of catholic priests, that they wished forgotten, in considering this subject, tftat 
to keep their flocks in ignorance, and pre- the guards which were necessary to main- 
vlSnt them even from reading holjr writ; tain our religious liberties were not the 
ftfld it might almost be supposed that the less necessary fc,r the support of our civil 
Iki^ble lovd, in wishing to* keep the house liberties. He could see no ground for put- 
hi ignorance, really- dserished and acted tifig this question to the Judges, unless it 
upon the same principles. *rhosc noble wav first ascertained that some legislative 
lords, however, who saw the greater daijger proceeding was to be foundedr upon it, nor 
in offices being held Xyj catholics, must had he heard of any doubt upon the sub- 
Mrclv concur in endeavouring to ascertain ject of the interpretation of the act. 
the Jaw upon this subject, as. if catho- Lord Holland expressed his surprise that 
lies were eligible to the direction of the the noble and learned lord had declared 
iBonk, the^reatest danger to the state must opinions now which he did ndt do wlien 
’ Inf the opinion of those noble lords ensue, the general que^ion was under discussmn. 
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|d when they could hnv/been fairly met. 
thought it mu^ e.smordmary with 
reject to this quest ion, where the law 

warn not understor>d, i^^iould be argued 
thal they ought i^il^dopt means fur the 
purlose of und^^aiuAng it. This obscu- 
m^^ich way now ti^e thrown into the 
settee of iM^latlon, reminded him of the 
iphysini oli Kant, and the poetry of 
of Vie former it was said, by 
tden^ admirers, that he wrote 
Jy, that he liad written wliat 
iioinan ever taiderstood, and wh:i! he him 
self did i^)t understand. Klopslock wrote 
wlien yonng, a poem entitled Creation, in 
which were irv 4 ^“'i"e"f anr[ 

some rather obscure ; twuw^jJents at 
{.(dpsic, meeting with one oi' thesi^bscurc 
passages, which the}' could not &ider* 
stand, at length agreed to ask Klo|>lhoek 
hiinscirfor an explanation ; they inerhnn 
at Hamburgh, mid asked the question ; ifis 
reply was, ‘ I <lare say what I wrote 
was very good, and very sublime ; 1 dare 
say 1 meant something, but I eoiifess J 
eannut now tell wbat I did \niean.' A 
simil.ir obscurity was, it seemed, to be 
thrown over the point which it was now 
sought to explain. 

Lsjnl llarrovjhy opposed putting a ques¬ 
tion to the Judges, on the ground that no 
practical good could be derivi d from it. 

K'lrl ^/lcnccr thought that in this instance 
there was clearly a doubt, and that the 
only w'iiy of getting rid of it was to have 
the opinion of the Judge's. 

Lord Mulffrave saw no ground for put¬ 
ting the (|iiestiini, unless the house shoiikl 
previously deleriniiie to found 011 it some 
legislative proceeding. 

The Earl oft^s/y« thought it essen¬ 
tially desirable, ImA where doubts e.\i.sled 
as to the constnietiili of la^ s abcnit to 
continued,those doupts shy'uld be. removed. 
Ivo person could argue a^inst the removal 
of^ doubts existing /' the case before 
flieir ioi’dship.s, but tl.Jse who thought it 
matter of perfect iiidiflercnce whether 
catholics should or should nofcbc directors 
of the bank of IrelaiiJ.* To those who 
were adverse to the admission of catholics 
to the direction, and. to those who were 
friendly to that iiiflmission, tlie removal of 
the doubts, fionfirmed by the very proviso 
of the present bill, for preserving to the 
catholics the full enjoyment of the rights 
granted in 1793,-by the act of tbi^ Irish 
parliament, was matter of the greatest 
imoortance. 

• Lord GremoUle, in reply*, observed, that 


notwithstanding Uie ingetuiiiy of the.npl^iet; 
lords who had opposed the propositicini' 
they had failed in their rettsuning. The 
arguments against it had, indeed, ainotinted 
to ail that "could have^ been expected 
against so clear and obvious a proposition; . 
namely, nutliing at all. He was now to 
learn, fur the first time, that they were 
first to decide what .should be law, and 
then to ask the Judges what was the law; 
they were first to enact, and then to ask 
for explanation. 'I'he noble and learned 
lord hail .said, that lie had never heard of 
uuy doubt upon the .subject; this was 
most extraordinary ; they had heard in 
the course t>f the week ot a want ot com'* 
immicatiun amongst his majesty's minis* 
ters, and here it appeared, that a clause 
had been expressly tn.serted in the bill in 
coAsequcncc of tliis doubt, which stated 
the doubt, and the introduction of which 
had been as.senl’ed to by one of the col¬ 
leagues of the noble and learned lord, and 
yet the imble and learned lord had never 
heard of ^iiy tiuubt upon the subject! It 
seemed, liowvver, that instead of now as,- 
certainmg wliat tlie law was, the parties 
inle.re.sted in that eNplanation were to have 
a beautiful law-suit and a delicious doubt; 
they were to go inl!i> a court of law, and 
then they were to apjieal to that house, 
vfhere there w ere already upwards of one 
humired a|)peal.s undecided, and then to 
wait till rliis question could he decided, 
when it might now be explained without 
any litigation ! The noble and learned 
lord had talked of disguising the questioir. 
respi'cting the ealliolics ; it was perfectly 
well known that the catholics were ex¬ 
cluded because they wi^ld not take cer¬ 
tain oaths ; but in this case, it was the 
catholics alone who were excluded, aftd 
tlie.exclusion did not apply to .any other 
persons. His lordship said, that the noble 
lord had contended, that the case might be . . 
decided in due course of law, and that^tlus 
Judges iniglit give their opinion upon that 
case when brought before the house, and 
if it shcAild be tliought adviseable at afuture. 
period to open the direction of the bankbtp 
catholics it migjit be done. With respjet • 
to the former part^of the argument, it wmt' ‘ * 
to encourage litigation of the most troitr 
blesume and vexatious nature; and coxv .•< 
idpring the mass^ of appeals now befcatt '' 
the house, when could this case be ‘ da* 
cided ? With respect to the latter part.i^ . 1 
the arguiiteiit he, for one, was of opinioB*, ... 
that when this act should ^ave once ^ 
passed, no remed/could be applied totljia 
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eril in the cnurscof thirty years, fur which 
the charter was granted. On all these 
groutuU, he was decidedly of opinion that 
k question ought to be proposed to the 
Judges respecting the law of the case. 

The house then divided upon lord Gren¬ 
ville's motion: 

Contents - 16; Proxies 17—.33 

Mot-contents I'i; Proxies 52 —t 


proceed in/q to 
felt at IvnHpins 


Majority 
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HOUSE OK COMMONS. 

Thursday, June 16. 

[Fi .vsNcE CoMMiiTFE.'j Mr. If^lutloread 
rose for the purpose of putting a question 
to an lion. gent, in hi.s e\c, the arisner to 
which api eaied to hiin ncceasary for the 
satislactioii of the public. As the session 
was drawing to a close, it was desirable 
to ascertain, whether or not the house and 
the country were to expe'et a report from 
committee, at the head of w hieb that 
hon. gent, so worthily presided. Ruinouis 
Were afloat, that a Report of a vf ry import¬ 
ant nature had been deride<l upon in the 
committee. He was suio that tlie hon. 
gent, would not take it ill to be thus ques¬ 
tioned on the subject. 

- Mr. Rn/iAYjs, while* he allowed that the 
auestion put by the lion. gent, was a per- 
mctlv fair one, declared that really lie 
hardly knew liow lo aaswer it. lie q odd 
only say, that for his own part, nothing 
liaii been wanting to en.ihlethe committee 
to lay before the hou.se theii leport. l>ii- 
irtng the present seitsion almost every hour 
which W'as not occupied by his duty in 
•the house had been devoted to his duly 
above stairs, yo^far back as before the 
'Suter recess, he had laid before the com- 
tnittee the materials of a report which was 
’-complete as far as it related to himself to 
imake it so. Unfortunately, a considerable 
•diflerence of opinion existed in the com- 
•miftee on the subject of that report, and 
sdie discussions upon it had proceeded to a 
unoch greater length than could have been 
•expected or foreseen. Those ditcussions 
otul continued. He could only repeat, 
"t^at nothing should be wanting on his part 
it» briiig them to a .speedy termination; 
4liat in his opinion the report fnight be laid 
•<6n the table of the house to-morrow; and 
he should very much lament tfia'l the 
circumstances which tie had mentioned 
^<^uld operate to delay the presentation of 
‘iilieyond the present session. * 

H' Mr. l^Ubread thanked the hon. gent. 
-4br his candid explandkion,and disclaimed 


the slightest inteVtion to impute any blanjg’ 
to a gentleniaiib who, by the anxio.y 
which, he miifbunly'manifested for (he 
public service, wa^intitled to the compete 
confidence of the tiA«fi$^,and of the cq^jn- 
try.—Mr. Whilbr^ 
express the regret^ 
the probability that no repoVutVom theVl* 
nance Committee would 1^ pLisenled Xu- 
ring the present so.%iion, wj^n hi: was^led 
to order by the Speakef, wmj obsiuved, 
that there was no questioiiT before the 
house. / 

[Commutation or Tythes in Ireland.] 
Mr. Jf. Pitz'^eiald, (knight of Kerry) in 
w’haihe was abuuLto s-ayrd^sclaimed all idea 
of any w embarrass government. In, 
at all tf)dc lung on this aubject, he was anxi¬ 
ous cJtiiefly for two things; first, that minhs- 
ters^ould not.suppose, from the paucity of 
pfctEion-., that the quchtioii was nut one of 
wry gcncial interest in Ireland, or which 
they were on tlia» account entitled to un¬ 
dervalue; .secondly, he was anxiou.s to 
prevent the [loople of Ireland from feeling 
any thint> kke diMrust in those who were to 
bring forward these petitions. Ho felt hiin- 
seU'houud to ri fule the calumnies which had 
been propagattd, alleging that the distur¬ 
bances ill Ins county had been occasioned 
I by the meeting to consider of the petition 
I in question. It iinglit be suflicieiU, m 
an-.wcr to this eahuuny, to state, tli it these 
di-.turbaiues had exi.teil for years before, 
and th.it, after the meeting to consider of 
the Connnutation of 'I'yihes, they had 
abated ratiier than increa.sed. The same 
he could also state as to other petitions. 
Another stigma attempted to be fixed on 
. the favourers of this measure was, that an 
' improper advantage way«..ought to be got 
for the land owners, ^the exiience of tlie 


sjhurch.* For 
idea of the 
church and cler 


is part, he disclaimed every 
d. Jde wished that the 
fV should have their tights 
preserved entire\*^ut that the present 
mode of levying the tythes 8houI(l'*1De 
cot muted for one more equal and lc>s 
burlhcnsnmf. This was no catholic ques¬ 
tion ; it did nob partake of a religious feel¬ 
ing ; ‘it w'as supported by the county of 
Armagh, than which no county in Ireland 
was more, or rather so (completely, protea- 
tant. It was a measure washed for by 
all classes, and even b^ the protestant 
clergy. He did not pretend to say that 
the ^petitions were so. numerous as to 
entitle him to allege that it was at the mo¬ 
ment a measure of necessity; thereforeh< 
should not urge referring me petitioif to a 
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^mmittee at present. Me left it with rai- 
n\ters, assuring thqm th|t the commiita- 
ticto of tythes was necessary, and tiiat no 
tiiTO was to be lost, ailer the cominence- 
nulit of the iiext^^sslon of parliament, in 
bribing it forward, lie then moved, that 
.^e^^Tition Mni the county of Kerry be 
raerred to Jfxoinmitteeof the. wliolelumsc. 

Vhe Chmcetipr' of the Exchequer availed 
hinwdf of Ihe ojtportunity aiiorded him by 
the nght h\n. gcMit.'s motion, distinctly to 
state that i\wus the intention of his ma- 
jcsty’s^rovefiimciit .seriou.sly to coasider 
this busiuiii^s, of the importance of which 
they were completely convinced. He had 
already paid cCnsiderab'JC*^.t,tcntioif to it 
himself, but he regretted to ob^rve, that 
the further he went into the exaidination, 
the more arduous did the task apperf'*, and 
that the utidertakingof applying a m'j^wdy 
to the evil, aj)peared to be bi >et with difli- 
culties almost* rnsurmountable. He re¬ 
peated, how(!Ver. that every ellort should 
be made to remove them. 

Mr. Parnell ex[)ressed his satisfaction at 
the sentiments which the hoyse had ju.st 
heard from the right hon. gentleman. 

Mr. Ponsonby considered this to be a 
question of importance to the well-being 
of Ireland. Any new mode of levying the 
tithes did, indeed, pre.scnt numbeiless ob¬ 
stacles: he hoped, hon ever, they were 
not in.surmountable, but such as might be 
overcome to the satisfaction of all p.irties 
by time and patience. He reposed all con¬ 
fidence. in government that eu-ry means 
would be adopted to accompli.sh this ob¬ 
ject. 

General JMtuln'Xa stated, that he held in 
his hand a IVtiUon on the subject from tlit* 
county of TippcJqry, but that after what 
had fallen from th^ right hon. gent, ly; 
should refrain froml|jreseii.:iiig it. 

Sir G. mil was tuixiq'is to know whe¬ 
ther or not his mujest^T's government in- 
JjpMh’d to take into tho^r consideration the 
commutation of tithes in luigtand as well 
as in Ireland. He deprecated any inter¬ 
ference oti this point in thc'onc country 
which did not extend tb Ihc other.# 

Mr. Herbert recommended, in string 
terms, the measure of a' commutation, which 
he was convinced would not be attended 
with any iiiEuperablo difficulty, and which 
he wsis satisfied Vould be as acceptable to 
the clergy as to the laity. He knew se¬ 
veral instances in which clergymdh had 
declared to him that they wouldbe willing 
to#bate a sixth of their clerical revenue, 
IT it could be'collected with more facility. 


.—Cdmmutatim in Inland. 

and in a manner less repugnant tot th^^ 
feelings. 

Mr. Burton was by no melins of opinitm 
that this w as an easy subject. In that part 
of England, where for it^ny years he had 
been engaged in the discharge of his pro¬ 
fessional iluties, the adjustment of tithes 
had ever been attended with more com¬ 
plication and difficulty than any other 
matter which had fhtlen under his notice; 
and he had just been told by an hon. friend 
near him, that in the county of Devon a 
very vigorous attemi>t which had been 
made to arrange the coimnututioii of tithes 
had bdtn abandoned, on the experience 
of the impo.ssibnity of success. 

Mr. SheriJoH trusted that the people of 
Ireland would not relax in their petitions 
tojvarlianicnt on this subject, fully con¬ 
vinced as he was lh.it wli.ili vor might be 
said by his majes'.y’s government, it was 
to parliament alone that eventually they 
must look for redress. He completely 
diflered from the hoii. and learned gem. 
w'ho had Ju.st spoken, with respect to the 
nature of the difficulties by which this 
subject was .surrounded. In his opinitm 
they were difiicultic^ wliich a little atten¬ 
tion might obviate. , In cases of iiiclosure 
they were obviated at present, and he 
could not conceive why the principles 
whjch applied to inc losures might not be 
generally dilliised over flic: whole .system 
of the connivy- While he was on'his le^s 
he woidd say a few words on a subject m 
"which he was more personally concerned^. 
At the close of the last session of parlja- 
nieut, in consequence of the passing of two 
bills, wliifh as they were* now legislative 
acts, he would nut cfiaracterise in the 
terms of ahhorrence which justly belcmgqd 
to them, he had given a solemn notice of 
Jn.s*intention early in the present seision 
of parliament, to more for a committee to 
examine the general state of Ireland.'^On 
the meeting of parliament, however, he 
hadlieen induced by the recomme^ndation 
of thofc to whose advice he must ever, 
listen with deference on all subjects, mtd 
more especially on every thing which re¬ 
lated to Irelancf, to postpone his motion 
until after •the dTtecussioii of the Catholic 
Petition; a discussion, the. good ellecta 
which on the general feeling of the bpi|ie 
and of the country, were very plainly di^ 
cemible. Since that discussion he h^d 
been induced still further to delav Ws mo¬ 
tion by various motives, of wh^cli the ap¬ 
proaching consideration of the subject im¬ 
mediately beford the house, was one of the 
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most wcighfy; and as that hud hf'en post¬ 
poned niuil .so late a period, he should 
abandon all mlention ol' bringing for\v.ird 
his motion during the present session. 

Mr. Ponaoubyt thanked his right hon. 
friend for his condc.sceiision ; stating that 
he had made the applieation, from an un- 
svillingness again so siiddttdy to agitate 
aquestion wliich, so far fiuni iruiujuilluiiig 
the people of Ireland, must h.i\e had a 
eoiitiary ellei t. 

Mr. Rose, Mr. Bastard, sir W. Eiford, 
and Mr. Loikiiart, each said a lew nords; 
after which, Mr. Eit/gcruld obtained kaic 
to withdraw his motion. ' 

[livpituMj Law.s Bill.]* The Chancellor 
of the E.Kchequer moved the order ol the 
day for the house going into a (ominittce 
on the bill for remcdynig intoiivenieiices 
resulting Irom tlic expiration of certain 
law’s. ’ 

Mr. Sheridan objected to the Speaker’s 
leaving the chair. Why did not ministers 
prevent those iiironveniences which they 
now called upon pailluineutK* remedy P 
It was in their power to have prevented 
the evil, and wliy had they not done so? 
They knew what laws were about to ex¬ 
pire, and why bad jhey not proviih-d in 
due time? it appeared to he a lull which 
might be well entitled, ' A bill for tjie 
better encouraging the laziness, indolence 
and neglect of his majesty’s ministers'.’ It 
was too uniformly assumed that the bill 
would pass. The act n Inch w as to be con¬ 
tinued might have expired before the bill 
for reviving it had passed, and thus the of¬ 
fence pro.scribed against cease to be* riini- 
aal, or on the teller hand, what was inlmitr • ! 
ly more serious, that w hich had ceasi d lo be / 
criminal, might, by a sort of latent revival, ' 
become .suddtniy penal, and thus a. man 
might inadvertently be guilty of a crime, 
and hanged in u parenthesis, lie thougilt 
:he bill replete with absurdities, and no 
;oh8|deration would incline him to yi<'ld 
jd the motion for the Speaker's leaving the 
;hair, unless it was that of having the ad- 
r^tage of his high authority nnu parlia- 
nentary experience in tfie commiliee. 

'•The Chancellor qf'the Ikc/uquer conU-nt]- 
fd, that this measure was no[ a v iolation 
ifthe usages of parliament for cintuiies; 
lecanse the session of parliament, acq'ird- 
ng to parliamentary usage, was considered 
>ot as one day. It was only a few years 
(go that an act was passed to provide that 
Kts of parliament were to have effect from 
hesday or passing; whereas, antecedently, 
ill acta had reference to the first day of 


the session in Which they were passe 
The right lion. f,ciit. Reined to think tual 
it was the duty of ministers to attenr to 
the acts that were likely to expire, liut^did 
not seem to bcawsloOhat a comniktee 
was appointed at t,hc ^iiincnceinu&t of 
every s«'ssiun to• inquireVhat bi+lsufeverc 
likely to expire, and if .'iiijj^icglett nrfSk 
place, it was the act of ^i<' Vnuso. ^liit 
in the view taken by th^'iiglf hon.JKetit. 
he (lid not seinn to be anarc 
was luit to have ellect by iimiosiug penal¬ 
ties, conlis* alions, nr loi reiline.« , it was 
only lo continue autlioritu s t'/^rnanitaiii 
jiiiisdiclioiis, until tlui cii.k Imcni of the 
conflnumg Thoi1*fi*(e the i vecutiori 

in the pgmithfcsl alluded to by the right 
lion, g.'^iit. could nut t.ike place under this 
bill./' It would do much good, and could 
(^jiio mjiiry. 

jvlr. Ponwnln/ thanked the right hon. 
^ciit. for having altonded hi tin* suggestion 
nv.ule by him resjiecting the incvpedieiicy 
of continuing [leiialties by this bill, when 
he had first menlioued the subject. The 
object tons^*>1 his right hon. liieiid would 
have been miaiiswerabU ag.iiiist the oii- 
gliial bill, if it had not Iieen for the pro¬ 
viso introduced by the right hon. gent, 
for excepting penaltus. Hut, cirtamly, 
the iiitnuluction of that pnivivj removed a 
great part of tlie-c objet lions ; and, with 
tins pioMso, heiliomghi that tlie bill might 
lie productive of benefit m cert.nn rases. 
—Tlie lioiisi' then went into a i ominittce. 

Mr. Shiridnn renewed his objet lions to 
tin ]ii mciple, and thought it was an ad¬ 
mission of the iniloleiice til'his majesty’s 
nimisteis. - The bill tin n jiasstd through 


the < oinmiltec. 
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KlIIDS. 

\^iday}jHne 17. 

(Daoiis or ^Vmikalty.] The Karl of 
Sujfblk WiV to ins.kt* his pioiiiisetl n atio n 
relative to the Droits of .Admiralty.^Tl'e 
observed, that he was not in the habit of 
troubling tlrur lurdsliips in icgard to any 
MibjejTt which lie'•might think proper to 
pieseiit to their attention. Previous to the 
present, lie had taken several opportunities 
of making iiiquiric.s relative to the appro¬ 
priation of the Droits of Admiralty, the 
amount of which now ini^he hands of the 
crown was certainly greater than it had 
beei« at any former period. It was highly 
important, that the people of this country 
should know what was likely to becoq[ie of 
the now vested nn the erdwp# 
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from the Banes, should be laid upon thA 
table." 

Lord lfau43r«6ury observed, that whatever 
iiilbrniation the noble earl might have re¬ 
ceived about the aniouitq it could only 
proceed iroin speculation, no returns hav¬ 
ing yet been made, as the sales of the 
property had not been etlectcd. But 
u henever the returns could be made, and 
thev Ccinic regulaily before the house, he 
would then gn e his opinion on the subject. 

I.ord JloUand thought the question of 
tlic greatest importance ; the more pecu¬ 
liarly so, since tiic practice hail prevailed 
for ihest? forty \ears past, of seizing upon 
t ess of our uaiiarc with j'^r.*se, and*uui foieigii propeity before the dciiaration of 
Mlnation in respect to the Spanish fleet hostilities. The Broits of Admiralty had 
at Cadiz, if our hehnviuui at that time hid mcieased to an eiiurnioiis extent; and 
been 1001 e hoiioiit able. Befoie tiiai ))e- yet^ in at ranging the Civil List revenue, 
nod, till name <<1 an laiglishinaii vvas«a no legaid had been paid to them, and we 
passpoit through ev'ery pros nice of that had In eii called upon no less than five 
iiuigdoin, but ‘afterwards oni ihaiaitin tunes w ithin not a great space of time to 
sunk, and became almost dcspi-ed. In- pa\ oli the debts contracted on the civil 
deed, if the crown, without any iiKpiir} list, besides augmenting considerably that 
oiithepait o( the public, was permitted revenue. ■Tl'lie question, therefore, was 
to devote tills moiiej, pai tit ulaijly such an one well worthy of their lordships’ atten- 
€iioimods sum, to Its own puiposes,he LOU- tion ; and although he would advise hif 
i< ived It |>ossibIc for an udniiiiistration to noble iiiiud to withdraw his motion for 
ronmieiK e and piotiact a war foi the ob- ' th( pieseiit, yet he iioped he would per- 
jDLof plu.idci winch might be gauied ' scveie in bunging it again forward in a 
Iniiii tin eiieniy' in tins way. f)n this b^^ure si ssion. 

ground the public anxiety was jiiitly Tlir hail of said, tliat after what 

raided, and tliev bad a light to con-idei he bad hcaid fiom the noble secretary of 
tins question (»l the gieatest importance, stale and Ins noble friend, he had no 
In the picseiU reign we might have no- oh|ec’tion to withdraw his motion, but 
tiling to apprehend, but still it w'as evtia- pledged hiniseli to briyg it forward again, 
oriliiiaiy, that no answer had been re- [Loi al Muni v Bill.] Lord iftnefe*- 
turned to the liequent inquiries made res- ii/iy. on the motion for their lordships’ 
pi'Ctmg the appropriation ot this money, going into a committee ontlvc Local Militia 
Duiing the iq^i ol that unprincipled ^ hill, rose and stated, that the principle of 
mouaifh, CharW^II. vvliose being pen- this hill went not only to provide for the 
sionc'd by the l''renc||i king, ]iistlyai ntitlet^ present exigency, but was intended as a 
him to be railed an unpiim >pled nionart ii, •ricA perinaiient measure of national de- 
siich sums of moiK v*miglK have lx cn dis- I lence. In a new system of this Lind, it 
posed of in the most uiu,unstitutiunal man- • was not expected that it should be devoid 
The Auieiican war pioduced to the of imperfections; but he thought tb^ ^e- 
crovvn u vast accession of this property, ncral policy of the measure could not be 
but be believed only a rci tain portion was denied.^ It must be ronte'-sed, that the 
applied to its own* use. IVihaps the an- prasent situation of the world was such ^ 
swer returned by the nable secretasy op- ! demanded all our exertions to place this 
posite would be, that the amount of the country in a state of defenee which shoi/ld 
property taken from the Danes w as not hid defiancca to e^ry attempt that could 
yet ascertained, but he thought the amount he made against her. The volunteer sys- 
must have Hieen known, by its having temwas not one vylnch he should object to 
been estimated dt a minion* and a half, as far as it wont, lAit it was a system wbicjl 
However, the public anxiety had been a could nut altogether be depended on, 
suflicient grouad for his troubling the when piai^tically viewed, because its etfi- 
house upon this occasion, and therefore he cacy tested entirely upon the spirit which 
shqiild move, " That certpiu papers, rela- iniglil prevail at stlie tune, a%d which 
tfi'e to the anSount of the property^ taken might uwindle and evaporate.* 'fhis conr 
VoL. XL 3 N 


9I.3J I'AKU JLU&|BATiS3, JUNE 1 

accruing from the seisure of the Daii- 
islyroperty. Count Staweinberg, before 
hislicpurtuie, had said, that uiile.ss the 
Batesh property vvas restored, he. had 
autlority from hut' court lo say that no 
pcaiK on the purt of Europe could pos- 
tSke pl^e with this country. No 
revection ctfiid be more inelanchoiv than 
theVwent ti;f this transaction; it had dis- 
grai^ tlic {English chaiacter in the eyes 
of thA-untii\ent; and when he recollected 
the eoniduct \»f Croat Britain, in lespect 
to the stezure of the Spanish fiigates, it 
impresscdVyxiii his mmd how iniic h more 
beiietieial it might have been foi tlx sue- 
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tideration, therefore, was anticipated by 
the present bill, as it would go to provide 
a remedy for such an occurrence ; besides, 
this force, he thought, would be more 
efficient than eSven the vohinterrs, lie 
begged also to inffirin their lordships, that 
the present volunteer force was fixed at 
370,000, of which upwards of 277,000 
were eliicicnt by the returns. When, 
therefore, the amount of the other forces 
of the nation was considered, together with 
the means to be lesortcd to by the present 
bill, the country mit;ht look withpioud 
confidence to measures v\Inch would thus 
secure its permanent safety. It had been 
suggested that uii armed peasantry w ould 
have been better to base recourse to m 
case of an invasion ; but he thought, that 
however formidable they' might he jin a 
mountainous country, they were, not so 
well adapted for our island as a local 
militia, which was now to be grafted on 
the volunteers, and intended not only to 
supply their place, in ca.se of any defi¬ 
ciency arising from them, but was to be 
a measure to be persevered in whether the 
country'should be at war or in pence, and 
was so calculated as to be earned into 
effect without injury to the civil cniploj'- 
ments of those to whose lot it might fall 
to give their services. 

The Earl of Selkirk did not rise to op¬ 
pose going into the committee upon this 
bill, for he .sincerely concum-d with the 
noble secretary of state in the sentiments 
he had expressed ith regard to the prin¬ 
ciple of the measure. lie agreed that the 
measure should be made as conformable 
as possible with the civil occupations 
of the subject: Hie agreed that, however 
atealous and active the volunteer ferc^ 
miglu be, and for which he gave it am¬ 
ple credit, yet it was not wholly to be 
depended upon ; he regretted, however, 
that the measure was not of greater extent, 
aiftl more adapted to general principles. 
After taking an extensive view of the dif¬ 
ferent local forces of the coui^ry, the 
noble earl proceeded to recommend, ac¬ 
cording to his own system, that instead of 
ballot, an enrolment of atll the young men 
of the country, from tke age of 18 to 25, 
should take place; that there should nei¬ 
ther be substitution nor purchase, but that 
it should equally atlecff every class of his 
majesty's subjects. He concluded with 
declanug his intention to move some 
amendments in the committee. 

The Earl of Buckirghamtkire approved 
most cordially of the measure as grafted 
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on the voluntee^, which measure w^s w^ll 
suited, in his upinimi, to the defenc i of 
the country. His lordship then said, hat 
he did not wish to use hard words tow irde 
any foriign power, but^ he could not.aelp 
remarking, that the atrd^ities of B[*ona- 
partf w'ere great, and that hi vvassedulou«’j' 
to be watched. For althougi’i liis armies 
might be driven out of Spain 8»y the |nier- 
gy of the Spaniards, and by ^lieir ‘•btliu- 
siasm in defence ol their libtities,^yet it 
was not necessarily to foll()v^, tha'T'ranii 
would ciMse to be dangerous to 'bis coun- 
liy. Hut if he was successliil'*in criibhing 
the present ebullitions of the Spaniaids, and 
obtained ynssV^ssioa of ‘both Spain and 
Portugal, lie would bo tiuly ilangerous to 
this country ; as hi ,ould with more faci¬ 
lity from those countries attack us on the 
safe of Ireland. 1 le hoped, tlici cfore, (hut 
piinistcrs would sciiously weigh tin se cu- 
cumstaufcs, and be* jirepafcd lor the event, 
and could not refrain trom expressing his 
anxious wish that something should he 
done, liy which they could obtain the 
militia uf«lrclaiid for the defence of this 
part of the united kingdom, by giving 
Ireland an equivalent defence in leturii. 

I'he Earl of Moira had observ ed w ith 
regret, that the voluiiteeis had been un¬ 
dervalued, and that they were said to be 
badly di.sci[)lined ; but in that part ot the 
island where he had particular opportuni¬ 
ties of know ing what the volunteers were, 
he was so convinced of their clficiciiiy, 
that he would cheerfully heail tlieiu 
against any for«‘e that could be opposed to 
tlieiii by invasion. It was true that they 
could not be expected to be so well disci¬ 
plined, or so good, .lb ’jeieran troops that 
had been frequently ijwhe fuld, but there 
was no comparison >o be made betw'ccn 
them, and those infended to be raised by 
the present bill, as he considered the 
former iiifmitck^ Superior in every respect. 
A rumour had prevailed that althou^fe-ik. 
volunteers in Scotland might be good, yet 
those in the southern part of the island 
were not so'well disciplined; but suppose, 
for the sake of argument, that it was so, 
although he did not know it to be true, 
did it follow that they could not be ren¬ 
dered as efficient if prober measures were 
to be pursued ? He had no doubt that it 
would be so, but unfortunately no steps 
were taken to keep up the patriotic spirit 
among the volunteers; on the contrary, 
they had been, for some reason or other, 
cried down. '• , 

Lord Hmokabiay explained, that he did 
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mean to cast the leash reflection upon 
tb\ volunteers. « < 

urd Holland was not averse to the prin- 
cipmi of the bill, as far as it profiosed a 
submitution for the volunteers, wiiicit he 
did lot approve of as a means of defence; 
nApd altlfuugh t*)e noble secretary of state 
w^ld not akow that he meant it as a sub- 
.stiti^ion for the volunteers, yet the plan 
as h^tated it, as well as the nature of the 
bill, 'ivnt tdL produce that etlcct. But al- 
thouglK he approved of the principle, yet 
the mai^£r of cairying it on did not meet 
his appro^Uion; fur he could have wished 
it had been assimilated more nearly to the 
ancient militia, or that nVa right ^on. 
friend's Training act had been cat i led for- 
w'atd, which, altiiougli liable to some ub- 
jertioiis, might have been rendered far 
more bcnefiiial and advantageous to the 
country. Imrolment was far pieferabfc to 
compulsory mcAns, ,u( h as wete tu be re¬ 
sorted to by the bill; as it w.is not to be 
expected, tliat the men procuied by the 
latter, would act with such energy against 
ar) invading enemy, vi hen undej- the con¬ 
sideration that they were impelled toserve. 
The noble lord said, ho approved of the 
obsei rations that had fallen from a noble 
earl on the cross bench, lelativc to Spam 
and Ireland; for although a gleam of hope 
held out the idea that the gloiious stiugglc 
of the Spaniards would ultimately prove 
successful as to them, yet it did not follow 
of consequence that France wuuld not still 
be formidable; and if she still should le- 
main so, it behoved niiiiisteis to conciliate 
the Irish, without which, all tliuir scliemc.s 
of defence in this countiy were illusory. 

Viscount Sid^outh supported the mea¬ 
sure, but did think with his noble 
friend (lord Sclkiri^, that an armed pea^ 
santry constituted the best force against 
an enemy; at the same time that he ap¬ 
proved of the general principle, he thought 
jha taoU adults from eighteen to twenty-one 
should serve without distincliuii, without 
exemption or put chase, and this would in¬ 
spire them With a military *aidour and 
spirit: this he thought*v^ould plaee the 
country out of the reach of any hostile 
attack. His lordship' wished tu see ttie 
militia of Ireland *80 incorporated with the 
militia of England, that both should become 
the actual militii of the united kingdom ; 
he would take the pow'er of granting com¬ 
missions fiom the lords lieutenant? and 
vest it in the king, like the regular army, 
andrarmy of reserve. , 

*Tbe MarqiU of Buekinghum sup'ported 
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the bill in general, but objected to thfit 
clause which subjected the I^ocat MiUtie 
to the mutiny act. He stated his intention 
of proposing in the committee, an amend¬ 
ment to that clause, by w4neh it should be 
provided, that no sentence of a court mar¬ 
tial for inflicting corporal punishment*' 
should be carried into ettcct, until submit¬ 
ted to his majesty, or to the commander 
in chief. 

Lord Mulgrtaie defended the bill from 
the attack of the noble baron, who had 
spoke last but tw’o. ith re'>pect to the 
clause to which the noble baron had ascrib¬ 
ed such* a selfish character, he observed 
that It merely went to prevent insurances, 
which had f ver been found most mischiev¬ 
ous to the individuals w'hoengagediu them. 
As jo w liat the noble marquis had stated 
on the operation of the mutiny bill, it niiwt 
be eiident to the house that it was indis- 
pi usable to presetve a due subordination: 
if the tanks of the Local Militia were filled 
lioin the lowest classes of society, such a 
check wouftl be absolutely necessary; if 
they consisted in a gre.\t mca.sur% of indi¬ 
viduals of a superior description, their cem- 
duct would he sue h as to render any exer- 
ei.se of the ptoiisiuiiii^of the bill superflu¬ 
ous. 

.The Ijord Chaaallor adverted to what 
, h.'id been said on the subject of insurance, 
and requested noble lords to inquii<c what 
h.ul taken place in tlioir own families in 
these cases. They would find that 'fre¬ 
quently those of their servants who liad 
not insured were ballotted, while those wbo 
had insured, escaped. From this ctrcuin* 
stance it might faiily be inferred, that tb* 
insurer.s had some influeilce in the arranga- 
ment of the business.—^The house frien re¬ 
solved itself into a committee. The diffii- 
nnf clauses of the bill underwent a disem- 
smn. Eventually they were all agreed tQ« 
and the house having resumed, the re[y)rt 
was ordered to be received on Mond|y. 
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Frideg/, June 17. 

[('■opv-RiGHT Bill.] Mr. VilHers movfd 
the second madin^of the Copy-light bill. 

Mr. Abercromhy thought that time should 
be allowed for the due consideration of a 
subject, in which \he interests of the inost 
meritorious, altfioug^ perhaps, not frie 
most Opulent, clws of the cotnoiiuiity, 
were so seriously concerned. « 

Mr. Vtlliere saw* no reason ror furlbar 
I delay, as sufficient time* would yet he 
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aflbrded for every reasonable purpose.— 
After a few words from Mr, C. Wynne, 
the bill wa.s read a second tunc, and or¬ 
dered to be conimittf'd on We<liic.sday. 

[Nwal AsyfiiM.] The order of the 
day being read for the house to resolve 
itself into u Committee of Supply, the 
Chancellor of the l^'icliecjner moved, That 
the several estimates on the table he 
referred to the said committee; and, 
amongst others, that for an additional 
grant towards carrying on the building of 
the Naval Asylum at (Jrcenwich. 

Sir C. Pole opposed the grant ; for 
winch, he said, the trustees oiiglh, not to 
have applied to parliament while they had 
ill their hands a sum of jO,OtK)/. towards 


hon. admirals deposition to the means 
carrying on the'buildvng of an Institutidn, 
wherd 1000 children, the orphans of»:a- 
men, were to be provided tor, and wi'ich 
must actually be stopt, if the means were 
not ininu'diately granted for cojititfuing 
the business of' architectt-rc ; and th’— 
merely because two gcntleiirifn were em¬ 
ployed as oflicers in the Institution, -tvho 
were not actually naval men. was 
utterly at a loss to account for this/perse¬ 
verin'’ opposition from the non. -‘dmiral, 
who, while he pndessed a zeal the in- 
tiTcst? ()1 olliccrs III the navy, actually, 
in e^li'Ct, endeavouring to impede objects 
mo-t iiiteM’<*^ri'g to the ftolings of those 
oflicers, Thcie was a school in<<tituled at 


carrying on the purposes of that institu¬ 
tion, no account of the applicatioiv of 
which was laid before the hou>,c, nor the 
interest of that sum, which ought also to 
be applied to the purposes of the esta¬ 
blishment. He said, that a great waste of 
the public money already granted had 
been committed, m jiaying a Targe salary 
and allowances to an nsdess and unne¬ 
cessary officer; namely, the Auditor; and 
expended in builriing for him a house, 
with exten-iive garde^ts and oflicos. There 
was no such officer in the ^Military Asylum, 
and he thought this a wastel'nl proiusi''>i] 
of public money ; and towards a clergy¬ 
man, too, who possessed two valuable 
livings in Ireland, upon which it was his 
duty to reside, aifd which, in the spirit of 
the act lately passed in that house, he 
ought to be obliged to do. fie oliiected 
alto to the employment of a surgeon with 
‘a large salary, Jiousc, and offices, w lio 
hever had been in the nav y ; because he* 
thought, that all officers of a naval insti¬ 
tution ought to be naval men, and that this 
institution, by employing men wholly un¬ 
connected with the navy, was rather a 
diccouragement to the navy than otlier- 
wisA 

Mr. Rose expressed his astoni.shnicnt 
that the hon. baronet could expert tliat a 
sum of 50,(X)0/. which was the donation of 
private persons, and given expri’ssly on 
the condition of provi^iA'g for such chil¬ 
dren of seamen as they shouliTrecommend, 
’was‘to be applied in the first instance 
'Ibr the quite different purpose of < any ing 
on the Tmilding now adopted by his ma¬ 
jesty, and sanctioned by parliament. lie 
'Was ready'to give the hon. admiral credit 
fpr the fiiendship he had alwi^'s professed 
toWdtds the navy; bdt was utterly at a 
loss'Yb recbncile that profession with the 


I (ireenvvich llospiui, 1e>igned originally 
1 for the sous ofnaval oflicers, to the miiubcr 
oi yoo. That <srhool was now full, hut 
Vot enlircTv with the children of officers, 
of whom there wen: liut T’.I, tlic rest being 
the suns of common seamen; and for want 
of room the sun of an admiral was now 
obliged to siecj} in the same bod w'lth one 
of those tftiunion boys. It was designed 
to remov e from tlie si'liool to the Asy him ’alI 
the children of common seamen, so as to 
leave the Institution free for the full mini- 
lior of ofticofs’ cliililrcii ; and yet to this 
intention, the hou. admiral was, in effect, 
oticiiiig every opposition in liis power. 
As to the gentleman w'lio filled the oflice 
of Auditor, he was not employed liy the 
[iresent cotumi.sioneis ; they found him in 
the employment, while under private di¬ 
rection, and they thought it not right to 
discontinue him. )tut he begged leave to 
say, there was an officer in the Military 
Asylum to execute the^asie duties, hot lie 
was under the deiioiuievitioii of I’reasiirer. 
eThc Ai'.ditor was personally quite a stran¬ 
ger to him, except’iri liisofliiiul rapacity, 
and he had himself ins()erieil the house 
and garden allbttod, and thought them by 
no means unreasonable for the persofrndfi, 
Ailed tlie situation. Kiit as in Ins livings 
in Ireland, and his own residence there, it 
had nothing to do with this quc.stion, so 
longlis he was obliged, by the strict rules 
< 1 *^ the Asylum, to be constantly resident 
there, or resign his situation. 

The house then resolved into the Com¬ 
mittee, and on the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moving for the sum of 35,000/. 
for the Asylum, 

Sir C Pole said, that bis 'motives for 
persevering were the same which had 
actuated him w ith respect to Greertwich 
Hospital; namely, to preserve the excW- 
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tilb right of the navy to the official ap< 
pontuients originally intended tor them, 
but^vhich principle had been shamefully 
viufttedin thecaseof (ireenwich Hospital. 
The! like violation of principle had com¬ 
menced ^iii the Naval Asylum, and if it was 
•«ot resisted in the outset/he should expect 
shortly to sefc'thc governorship there con- 
fcri'<rd. perhaps, upon some (iermaii cap¬ 
tain \t cavalry, and the minor situations 
filled wy Hanoverian subalterns or scr- 
jeants.limslead of British naval ofliccra. 

He wouiV^^not, however, divide the com 
niittee. 

Mr. Winliham vindicated (he motives of 
the lion, admiral, without, 
the examination of his oh|f:ctions. 




». 


tntcnng into 

' -The 


1802, when he died.”—poliu^ 
as well as justice, loudly .demsBlds 
vindication of the character of 
Britain in India, from the reproach of 
above transactions; and that the inlerMl^lf^^^ 
if not the preservation, of our empire then|^- 
call for some public act. which will con-il 
vince the native princes, that a religiodc 
adherence to its engagements will* in fu¬ 
ture, characterize the British government. 
Consistently with these sentiments, and 
a time when our implacable enemy 
tempt.s to justify his atrocities and despoil 
ism in Huropc by the example ofourcon- 
duct in India, it is peculiarly incumbei^ 

} I on the house, in the name of the people df 
^; England, to declare openly to the W'orM' 


Kesolulion was then put and carried. I that the British parliament never did or’ 
[(.’oNutcT OK Mahquis Wr.M.KsMW—, W'ili countenance any act of oppression . 
C.viiNATic (Question.] Sir T. Tnrton^ sn j and injustice in its Indian government; * 
rising pursuant to his notice, felt it necr:j- j And, as evitlcnci-of its sincerity, this housd'^ 
sary to premise’ that, whatever might be ' re.solves forthwith to appoint a committed 
his individual imprc-ssioii, it w'as not iii.s , to inquire into the betbre-mentioned aci ’ 
intention, in consequence of his deference j of the assumption of the Carnatic, the a(-' 
to the decision of the house, to submit any leged motifes thereof, and the particulars' 
Resolution directly tending t(\ criminate of the treatment of the family o£ our Tate 
the character of the noble person, whose I ally, the nabob Mahomed Ally, and of the - 
measures gave rise to the Ke.solutions he i prince Ally llus.sein, the lawful successor 
had to propose. But he considered it in*-! to the musiiud of the Carnatic* and that 
cessary, in vindication of the jiusticc of j it be an instruction to the said cominitteo, • 


tliis country, that that liousti should come 
to some Resolution resfiec 
and circumstances of the 
the Carnatic, and also declaratory'of its 
intention to <liscouutenance such proceed¬ 
ings hei-ciifler. The hon. huroiict there¬ 
fore, reserving himself for that, oppor¬ 
tunity which would be afforded liim by 
the indulgence of the liotise in reply, 
should then coHj-eut himself with moving 
his two remaining-Uc.solutions, as follows : 

“ That it appeal',s to this lioift.c, ihet 
the person of the iiriiice Ally Hussein, 

A.1^ . •_I.jC.-1 _ A _ 


JU.SO should conic ] tciiiuiuirc into, ami to report, ^vlicthcr any > 
cting the nature j and wiiat reparation can or ought to 
^ tr.ansaclions in ' made to the .said family, for the injuries ‘ 
they liavo sustained by the usurpation 
the saiil Azeem ul Dowlah; and that they 
may furllier report their opinion by .. 
means the British character can bo 
elfcclu.illy rescued from the obloquy iuid 
odium ineurred from the *above cond^ 
of its servants, and how the British in^: 
c.sts in India may be best .secured from 
jury thereby.” ' • ,? 

7 he first Resolution beinsr read, the tril- 

..r __1..^_1_1 I?_ * V' . ' 


the rightful nabob of Arcot, was ( oin-j h ry v. as cleared, anil a division took pliwei 

mined to the custody of tlie said Azecin | .V^'e.s 11 ; Noes 3 k 'Majority 23. /Jn. 


S-! lAjwlah, who had, tiiroiigh the undue 
exercise of the power tif the cemiianv, 

_ A I’.- -I_!._•...-1 ..I__ -*« 1 


usurped hi.s dominions; and that the said ! that alt hough convinced of the culpabili^ 
prince Ally Hussein, notwitlfslanding the | of niarquis'Welloslcy, he did not impi^ 


re-enleriiig tlic gallery, we found 

H'w Stamicl Roniilly on his legs, staling. 


fi'e()uent remonstrance^ and 


. - , - mpijte 

stranccs and repr^anta- ] to him corrupt motives or personal 
tions made to the British govcrmnejiit, | ings. He had lictcd in a manner whicii 
by himself and others, of the humiliating ! lie conccivOil to'*l)e for the advantage ef • 
and degrading ^tate to w-hich he and ; the East India company and the coiiiUry: ' 
his family *wcre reduced bv such con- j much was he mistaken in so conccivirtgi 
finement; uotnfithstandiiig his reprcseii- BiiT the que.stion \Va.s not upon the motiven 


mg nis represe 
tations of the imminent danger to his life, 
which he anticipated from being {Daced 
ill the power of his enemy and the usurper 
oj 4iis throne^ was suffWred to eiyitiiiuc 
in such custody, until the dth of April, 


question \Va.s not upon the motives 
by which the noble marqui.s was actu¬ 
ated, but.Hvhcthcr what he did was not 
prompted by a false ambition Igjir the eg- 
grandizement of hii country; and whet^ 
tliat ambition w’as not gratitied»by the 
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’ Ijltion of every principle of justice. What 
Meet would •such conduct have on the 
> '.^British character ? It was said the good of 
•’ ^e country was promoted. It was for the 
• hAttoc to decide on titis; the materials 
were before them; every paper was pro¬ 
duced ; th^ were masters of the subject, 
and it was lor them to determine whether 
tbay should or should not make these ac¬ 
tions their own, and sanction a policy, as 
it appeared to him, so remote froin wis¬ 
dom or justice. This was a serious and 
important question ; and lor tiic honour of 
the British character, he was grieved to 
witness such a division as had jm-.t taken 
place. Of late years many wicked and 
designing men had, by their writiiig.s and 
actioits, endeavoured to bring the parlia¬ 
ment of the country into contempt. They 
had maliciously attempted to bring dis- 

f race on the legislature uf the einpiiv; 

at he would seriously ask, whether all 
i^ch persons could do, or any s|tecics of 
malice or abuse, had one-thonsandth part 
of the efibet of such a circumstance -as this 
l^ing out on a question which involved 
the national character in the nearest de¬ 
gree for policy, justice, and humanity, 
with only four or five membcr.s more than 
Was absolutely requisite to decide on the 
- must unimportant bu-siness. This was if^it 
sound fur the moment, it was not a 
transaction to be speedily forgutten. 'The 
papers now before them would he lead 
and considered by future ages. It was not 
the character ot the governor-general of 
India alone, it was the character of the 
British nation which would be recorded 
and commented on by the historian.— 
]^m his pen if would appear to fn- 
tpre times, that after a lapse uf years, 
toe afl^irs of the Carnatic were brought 
before the Briti.sh parliament ; that every 
paper and species of information was in 
their view; that the subject had been fre- 
(]|utlntly and amply discussed; and that 
even*8uch was the notoriety of the circum¬ 
stances, that not a single member could be 
mtcused for not being perfectly conversant 
w|th them. It would then be seen that 
tfaHiy had not the manlinrss to adopt and 
applaud those measures} but tthat they en- 
dejivoured to get rid of a decision upon 
tbdm by miserable previous questions,.an<i 
odier unworthy expedients. It would be 
se^n that the very confidential ministers of 
the erdwnhad neverdelivered thgir opinions 
oar these vast objects of policy and justice, 
aM^l^oseSvho read the story would won- 
d^wbat sqbjccs'could possibly be of suf¬ 


ficient importance for them to speak up/n. 
They would be in anpiae, and utterly ft a 
lo.ss to divine how they came repeatedly 
to vote with willing majorities on so gmnd 
a question, without ever having the Loii- 
dcscension to express their seiitimen|p, or 
ofl'cr their reasons for so detefraiiiing..# 
When he entered the house he had no de¬ 
sign of being the first to bring on this^di.s- 
cussion, aud was astonished to sc^that 
such a tusk fell on iiiin by the mi^e in 
which the question (on sir Thoi^s Tur- 
ton’s last Resolution) was on tlicXioint of 
being (lisposi-d of. 'I’hus .situat^J nc might, 
perhaps, bo guilty ufsoino re^iutitions. lie 
would not, laiwever, repeat the subsisting 
treat ics between llic nabob of the Carnatic 
and the lJa.st India. onipaiiy, or debate the 
que.stion vvlielhcr lie was a sovereign prince 
o|; cl va'isal uf tlie company. In one rcs- 
pecl, at le isl, he was independent: he vi'as 
p\it 111 the siluatlun of a sovereign prince 
by the trealj negotiated with him by the 
company. Rveii after the pretended re¬ 
cords of his treachery wore di.sLOvcred, he 
was not used us a rebel who bad thrown 
off his allegiance, but, -as uii iiidepeiidant 
prince, required to enter into a new Heat}'. 
—The learned gout, then went into a detad 
of the papers found at Scrmgapaiain, -and 
read extracts from the Letter Ironi niurqui.s 
Wellesley to lord Clive, on tlie occasion 
of appointing an inquiry thereupon, to 
shew that a resolution was formed, whatever 
might be the result of that inquiry, to 
seize the civil and military government of 
the Carnatic. These letteis were not con¬ 
sidered as sufficient evidence against the 
nabob, or it would have been unnecessary 
f to examine w’itne.sses on thq occasion; nei¬ 
ther did the evidence of^Vfiy Rhezzi prove 
^hat thq^nabob was hostile to the British; 
on the conti'ary, it snewed that the most 
decided enmity subsisted between him and 
Tippoo. It was, therefore, monstrous to 
say that there was any thing in eJbejg.. 
proofs, as they vvere called, to ailbct the 
nabob.—He then commented at length on 
the in^ructions given to the commissioners 
appoicited to cliciunine the witnesses, and 
a.sserted, from the parts he read, that they 
w^re intended to intimidate them to give 
such evidence as would be agreeable to 
the company, upon whom they were en¬ 
tirely dependant. Such * witnesses would 
not have been received in this country, 
and Le was glad to see his learned friend 
(the solicitor general) taking notes of what 
he said, as, being accustomed to thajus- 
tice of Britain, he w'ould ddubtless be pte* 
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phred to shew that equal justice bad been 
di^ibuted in India. Tiiis examination 
inuut have been either judicial, in Vvhirh 
caA the accused person ought to have 
beeik heard in his defence, or it must ha\c 
beer for the purpose of publishing to the 
,vurld a justification of the future measures 
adopted in consequence of it. if the latter, 
it was more than e^ er incumbent on the 
comimssioners to be careful that no grounds 
of do%t should be left. But what was the 
case ^ ^ie examinations, though taken in 
the PerX; language, were put down in 
Knglish, JSd the reason assigiicd for this 
was, that from the first question put to Ally 
llhezzi, the examination, ii was found, 
would not take the turn expected. Thus, 
when every thing turned on the construc¬ 
tion of :ni ambiguous sentence, and wlic- 
tber reitain woids were meant as toinj[jS- 
ments, or had some concealed meaning, 
iiiKtcad of writiftg down tln’se w'ords, the 
coiiimi'*sioiiers exercised their discretion, 
and translated them into another language. 
Both the witnesses examined fully excul¬ 
pated the nabob. The evideina' of Aliy 
Khezzi went to prove nothing, and that ol' 
(iholaum Ally Khan was reported hy the 
toinmissionors to be full of contradiLtions. 
But what was the construction put on 
these examinations by lord Wellesley > 
lie vioultl not give up bis favourite hypo¬ 
thesis against the iiubob of the t'arimtic, 
but he said, * because tluse witmsses will 
give no material evidcm e, they must havi 
a knowledge of soni»* atrocious fact, whii h 
not even our assurances of personal for- 
givencks, and even reward, will induce 
them to disclose.' lie would venture to 
say, that such'O,. construct ion as this was 
unrivalled in the ^ iiials of injustice. The 
collection of the judicial atrocities* of the 
darkest times, compiled by Voltaire, did 
not contain such a fatt. Although it was 
known to the w itnesses that the more ativ)- 
-*jiou*' their discoveries were*, the more 
agreeable it would be to those on whom 
they depended, ^et, with all the promises 
and threats held out in the Instiuction*- 
before their eyes, tlic'y ci’icl not ronfifm a 
single suspicion enteitamed of the con- 
nection between Omcfiit ui Oimah .incl 
Tippoo Sultan. "I’heie were otiur wit¬ 
nesses examiAed, but because their testi¬ 
mony did not establish any fact consonant 
to the wishes of the govciuor-general, no 
notice was taken of the fiicts they com¬ 
municated.—^The learned gent, now turned 
his €ttention to the Cypher, and coni- 
meuted on the very gieat improlvibifity of 



any such mode of correapondetiee be 
adopted in a communication on iudiilfer 
subjects, if even it had baipn intend^ 
the vehicle for secret matters, ft 
monstrous and ridiculous ?o say, that idie 
was any thing mysterious in this, wboitft , 
all the mystery consisted in calling Tippoo^ 
* the pillar of the faithful,' the Engmh^^' 
‘ the new comers,’ and Wallajab, * thf* 
w’fli-wisher of mankind.' By the saina 
rale Oiihboii's History might be called a 
cypher, when the attributes of persoim 
were assigned to them as names, as Virgij'jl 
being called ‘ the {luet,’ and Claudius *tha 




emperor.' If such serious aud melancholy 
cunscqiiencc.s had not followed from sn^' 
proceedings, they would hare been more 
worthy of ridicule than serious discussimC 
aiKkinight, instead of having resembled a 
tragedy of Racine, have had the appear^ 
ance of a foolish tale. When the enquk^^ 
was first instituted, the object was 
to be, to guard against the power aild^[ 
treachery (4 Oindut ul Onirah; butfroilik,, 
Ills death bappening in the interim, tW', 
same design was executed against a chihi,^ 
who could have no power, nor be supposed 
disafll-cted towards the Biitish. Before 
these measures rnuld be justified, it ought 
to be proved, that the son was a pai^y 
wi*h the f.ithcr (if he was guilty), instead^ ‘ 
of h.vv mg recourse to that monstrous pro<»,j 
pusitiori, wliK h w'as laid down to the im*. ' 
tbi Innate Ally Hussein, namely, that Om- 
dut ul Oiiirah having acted in such a man« r 
iier ns to become a public enemy, he, hif 
child, by inheritance, entered into the con* 
dition of his lather. But this curious and. 
finfounded principle of uaiional law did 
not enter into the conevption of the par¬ 
ties, till occasion cal'ed on them for some 
such apology. If Ally lltcsscin would 
h ive cniisciitcd to become the * proper in¬ 
strument’ of the governor geneial, it w'ould 
nev er have been heard of, nor would those 
delicate hints of his not being the .soi\ of 
Omdiit ul Omrafi have been circulated.., 
Ayvem cl Dowlah, now said to be the legal 
heir, would have been left to the poverty 
aud obs.-nrity from whuh he was elevated , 
to the inusiiud. 7]jfcntv four hours were, 
given for thc'milbrtunatu ptiiice to deferv 
mine on the acceptance nt the terms qf->;^ 
ferea' him by the Company. This vvj^ij ^ 
called a treaty, hoi'll v'as not so: it might. , 
be a cession, or a surrender, but could not, ^ 
be called a treaty, where one of the con* , 
trading parties give up indepandanco. 
and indeed every thihg he possessed. The‘ 
piincc, young as he was, deterrhined not' 



t 

PARL. DEBATES, June I7, 1808.-—— [028 


«) disgrace the memory of his father; he 
rejected the proposal: and if there whs a 
ftt^rt in the hoi^, not entirely devoid of 
]^\itnanity, they'must feel m the most aeute 
'manner, when 1^; read the narrative, giv¬ 
ing an account of hU nohic boliavmur 
Here the learned gent, icad the descrip¬ 
tion of the conduct of prince Ally Hussein, 
93 transmitted by loni Clive. It had been 
often observed, that ihcrc was but a short 
interval belts con tlu’ deposition from the 
throne, and the giave; it was veiificd in 
this case. lie did not mean to say that 
violence was used, only that so it hap¬ 
pened. The delondiTs of the inesi'Sirc said 
« was good for humanity and for the lu- 
habiUnls of the Caiiiatic, to Ime an hu- 
ropean subsiituled for a natite govern¬ 
ment. If this wore tiTje, it ought to Ipwr 
been done openly, and by force, and not 
by having rccouise to base arts, false pre¬ 
tences, and SI raockrry of justice. lie 
''hoped some of the ministers would now 
hreak silence, and give a satisfactoi v slats - 
ment of an aiiaii which seeni^d so hoiri- 
ble to those who agreed with him. lie 
could wish the statesrinm among them 1o 
defend its policy, and his learned fiieiid 
(the suliritur generaj) to sluw that if was 
'not a pervirsioii of justice. How could 
they reconcile it to their s-onsciein (*s,,to 
‘give .silent votes on what .so iles-ply eoii- 
cemod the char.ictcr of ili.it empire of 
which they were cIioncm flic dhettors^ 
For this W'as not a vote upon the conduct 
of marquis Wellesley, but upon the honour 
of the British nation. It was to deilarc, 
whether the acts of goveriunent in India 
were consistcRt with British justice, and 
to give an example to all future governors' 
in India. It was either to tell them that 
we were determined to be just, or that the 
house would sanction and apiirovc of’seiz- 
ing the dominions of our allies, and of 
violating every principle of justice and 
hunpanity. < 

l^rd Castlerea'^h observed, that from the 
manner in which this question w^s discus¬ 
sed, it might be supposed liiat it was only 
ita its romnicncenient; Imt he would ask 
^ntlemen whether theV could so soon for¬ 
get that the house hud*already come to a 
grave decision upon it ? The house had le- 
Bolved, by a great majority, that there was 
no ground whatever fiyf the most mateiial 
part of the charges relative to the Cariiatii: 
question, and negatived the motioius eon- 
wning ^ich charges. The house w as then 
In the singular ^ituatinn of being called on 
to give rerirc^s in a transaction, of which 


it had already bjf its vote expressed ila 
ap]n'obation. No question had ever met 
w nil a more marked decision on the aart 
of parliament than the present, if hemas 
to take the .sense of parliament from lum¬ 
bers. Tlu: learned gent, who spokeMast 
observed, that ministers bad taken no par3 
in tills discussion. That was not precisely 
the fact; but if they took so small a part, 
it did not arise from any want of convic¬ 
tion as to the opinion they cntcrtai/cd on 
the subject, h'or his own part, hc enter¬ 
tained great doubt.s whctiier the^joech of 
the learned gent, would produ^any good. 
Did he think any public utility could ari.se 
fiom the house ot commons reversing the 
decision it ha«! .''omo to ? and it he did, 
ought he not to bin h at the idea of his 
ti lends not having hi ought the question 
iVrwavd before this time ? Did he think 
thaV the house could so far forget its cha¬ 
racter as to reverse a detision it had .so 
lately made > It this w as the opinion of the 
hon. hart, lie might to more than blush 
that no clKirf had been made before this 
tunc to c^ll the attention of parliament to 
a traiisai'tioii which had occurred so many 
years ago. If his object was to blacken 
the character of the British parliauieiil 
Ihrmighout liurope, and to shake the thith 
of till emnitry by this posthumous ciiurt 
of Ins taciiltics, never were faculties less 
u.sefully directed. He could not see any 
reason of prattieal utility that could have 
induced him to pursue this eour.se ; unless 
it was to establish a mavim, which iiad 
already heon held ibrth in that house, tlial 
every man who went out to India discardeil 
ail ideas of public virtue from his mind. 
He could not suppose a^gieater injustice 
than to hold forth a iiqtTon that individuals 
,of high situations, would so far forget 
every thing due to themselves and their 
country, as to abaiulbn the principles by 
wiiicii they had acted all their lives before. 
The house was now examining a transasa* 
tion w hieh took place in 1801. I’ive years 
ago a charge w as made against the indi- 
rhlunls edheerned in tmit transaction. 
Their character was not to be trifled with, 
their innocence was to be presumed until 
the contrary was p'roved. For years the 
question reninined aslt^p, until* the hon. 
hart, took it up; and would'lie now con¬ 
tend or suppose that pefaons were not to 
lie found in that house who would have 
pre^sid till® subject loiig before, if it was 
of that quality vVhichsome gentlemen sup¬ 
posed' Would,the right kon- gent, oppo¬ 
site (Mr. Slieridau} have suilcred thu sub- 
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jeut to be at i cst loi foui years if he thought 
he leould ha\L niadb out a labt,^ 'Ihat 
1 i,;ht hoii gent iia<l s ud, on a tut lucr dav> 
tint iie did not nish to intdiopt the hir- 
inoii^ uhuh puv tiled ui the govdimunt 
uhicn he supiiurted Did he incan, thin, 

*0 impute to thu gutuiuiKiit such i,ioss 
iic^ligpiiii, tiidsuih tn abuidoiimdit ot 
all till pi iiiiipies of justiii, tk to suppose 
they would have p isstd otd without iioliei 
this ti yis'ietiuii weie it so ncluious t oiii 
IS It i^is di si I ibid to be ^ Wfiild the 
I ^hl ho» ^dit Invi '■uiilidd siuh a 
tfiKslioii aV this to till DiiMiiidiec of i 
piit\ ^ \\ is It likil} that he, who had 
talvdi so idistiii^uishid a pul in dmost 
111 oihd i[Ui stioiis wlieii thdo wcii nn- 
piiiilKiis li gloss iiijustiie i^unst in li> 

M lulls w oil 1 hue coininittt.d siu h an 
ah 111 I uiinent ot Ills piibiie dut\ as not Eo 
I oiiu loiw 11(1 tiKl Miidieati the iiatidnal 
chuieii ^ ill Vis not disposed to lesl 
tills qiK siion in any thing likt peisuiial 
anthoiity, but lit w isju&tihed in sup| osing, 
til it li id It bi ell stieli Is was 1 itelv disen- 
b((l It would li ive lx 111 biuu r|^t luiwaid 
by otlx IS loii,^ b< toi( this tiiiii lit bid, 
lioMiMi, niiuli biiui evidiiie*, iiuiieh, 
til It w hull w Is dll nil <1 111 the pipe is 
tiuinsiliis jo o into iditnl li ilusi 
pipeis w iild < \ti lid tlx disc iis ion I u lx 
\ >11(1 til limits ol i siii^lt di b itc lli 
would 111(11 Iv <-1 III Ills Ml w oi tlx oulliiu 
(I ih liusiti ss, witliiut ]ji(s 111., on tlx 
] It I III I ol tin li u ( iheijiii tioii eoiilil 

• iil\ I ( iigtu I oil tlx ^lound (la tiiity 

I le did II )l iin iii to i >iit( lid til it ilii soV( - 
i( 1^ 1 III hull 1 W( le 1 ot I ossessed ol lights 
w 111 h till Jhilish {osi 111 X 11 lit (oiild nut 
)i ik( w it)ioii^,^oiiimit.li 1 a ts oi iiijus- 

* C( But the question now to bi eon i 
(It ltd w IS a niiK quislx <i olticatty, ind 
lb w ispitpiu itoaigui tint 111 tlx lii ity 
mule yyith tlx \.Il^lt ..oMinnuiit tlirie 
W( II stipulations yyi x h piolnbitt d the ua- 
')oij>«i Vicot lioiii 1 ohlin» niy^ eurrispon- 
(Idiee whitevei with any nalne powti, 
iinl( ss the (nnsdit d tlx Biitisli guyiin- 
iinnt^wjs pieyiously obi iiix^. lie sus- 
pi (ted tint the hallied <,(*iit was n»l ab ( 
tomaki acumiieUodt Icnei lui the pimecs 
ol the C luiatie, ui ^onseqiu nee of Ins 
iiiyrng tikeu up Pho quistion in tins inan- 
nei,aadulhi 9 haying, it the end ot his-j 
'speech, entered aUo a di imotie declama¬ 
tion on the interval between the inipiison- 
meat and the death ot piineis. 'Ihif allu¬ 
sion could not liave applied to the question , 
and«tberetoie in making, it, the learned 
gCnt. could dhiy hi>e been tvastiftg bis 
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stiength. lie contended thstt it was not 
the duty of uMrquis cllisU y to rest thf 
safety of tlx British dominions m India, 
on any i ule of {x oeeeding w hie h might bo 
laid down in pai liament, l^i on the general 
pimciplis ot poliiy' and jinisprudence. 

'I he liaintd but hid aigucd that the 
grounds on yyhx h the rtmotalol the fi¬ 
lm! v ot Allot had lakm plaec, were cen¬ 
tral y to the lulls ol cyulincc, but he did 
n )t t( aside I tliat it was not a question bc- 
twitii oni subjiet and inotliei, or between 
i soycKign ml a sub|ift, but ibat yve 
wen trying a ijiKslion iMth a soyeieigl* 
piiiiei Villi i lo estate I ord \V' lle*slcy, 
tliiM loie, eoiild only ait on the printiplcs 
ot the 1 wy s oi ii itiuns, on those jniuciples, 
ai ending lo w lilt h i dtelii ition ot war 
w opld hi pislilicd V hill tin public safety 
nqiiiiid my pirtiiulii modi ot piocetd- 
iiig, it was no. ni ets aiy to Iiaye such evi- 
ddiee is would lie i(quned in a couit ot 
ju liee W hill dining ipcnod ot piotouud 
ptatt, Sb isti nil hid bicn sent by Buona- 
j)iitL to 1 Pyjit lo hake the loundation of 
ill iiur politi li and eom ncu i d,ii lations 
111 tint i)iil ol till woild, did the house of 
eominoiis it Itie time tht question ot war 
i nil lo h (bscusstd, ii(|uiii any more 
tiidtiiK ot lliat liel’tluri piiblie luniour? 
IJuy uxitls iM111 on tlx ijiu siioii ot tan 
piisumptx II, 111 |uil.,niL'as to what were 
lilt * uyys < ttlx iiuiiiv Ilf 11 i treason- 
ibl< tout pdxitnte w is cnixd on be¬ 
lli k 11 ceil tin pels >ns 11 liel ii d, and other 
pcisrn it I’m, it dd not nquiif tlie 
stiu t inks ot cMilt ix i to ditcet it Isow, 
whit 1 de ilic eiiinmsnndS that came 
out in t \ idi IK ( at M idi JS ' ould the 
fhiuud ginl siv llm^x) doc uments but 
Iho ( on the tibk hid been louud at Se¬ 
im., i]m‘ im ^ 1 be pi nil I s of the Cai natie 
did^el lu w’ed^,(, that tiny eaimd on a 
toiiespondtiKe with the goyeminent of 
Mysorc, and 111 yyisbcd gentlemen to sec 
yy hat yy is tlii n itiii r ol this eoi iesponiJ,tnee, 
and hoyy tii it yy ys a hineli ol the tieaty 
thatevi'tdl between the British gotern- 
iiidiranil the nabob 1 lie lust pellod^at 
yyhx h the tom spondtnei took plaec, was 
111 tht yeai 17 '^ Wlxttyii the natftre 
oi the i ol w sponHenti might Lc, it must, 
how ty 11, be illiiw i d, th it tlio s tua* bat ing 
hi an eanitd on at the time ot the Ueaty 
niatlo by loid ttoinyyallis, it yyas amply 
sulbcidit to jiislity the palousy ot our 
goy i lumqnt, and marquis \V ellcsley wuttld 
have a« trd a stiangi confiding part, high¬ 
ly ditrimental to# our inieusR, it, alter 
the diseoTeiy of such t^TEesHpudi nee, he 
3 O 



Ml] PARL DEBATES, Jone 17, m 

had left the government of the Carnatic 
where he found it. Here the noble lord 
referred to the several letters written by 
the nabob to the prim e of Mysore ; and 
said he should pfove tliat the nabob of the 
Carnatic knew these letters nere inditert 
vio'atiun of the treaty. They were not 
letters of mere compliment, but they were 
vomnninimtiuns of political imj/ortanoe, 
which he knew he eouki not openly con¬ 
vey without hieaknig the treaty. Hut 
they were made privately; and if the 
nabob only wanted to <a.iivey e.vpressions 
of mere civility, as wen stan d, that might 
be easily done upon gi'ing a pro|}V’r iiili- 
mutiun to tiie government. It was said, 
that the eorrespoiuhmce was for the pur¬ 
pose of bringing about a mai riage between 
the two families. If that was the esse, 
what occasion was tlieie I'or making use 
of a private cypher, which had no refer¬ 
ence whatever to a mariiage? It was a 
cypher by which hatred had generally 
been expresst'cl by the natne powers to 
the British government, and that was a 
curious sjgn (o make use of in negotiating 
a treaty of marriage. y\llhough, when be 
first road these p.ipers, it was impossible 
for him to think that they were an inno¬ 
cent corrcspondciiee, jet, from liis inti¬ 
mate habits of intercourse with loid Coiii- 
wallis, he inqinied parfirululy ol that 
noble pemon what was his pii\at«‘ o{)iinon 
as to this supposed treaty of marriage, and 
what his knowledge was of that transac¬ 
tion. lie expressly stated he had never 
heard of any such treaty of iiiurriage, 
although he was said to have been privy 
to the treaty.. If had been asked vvhat, 
good or what object could Mahomed Ally 
have attained, by conspiring with the 
Mysore gov ernment against the intere.sti. 
of Great Britain ; paiticniarly .so, wlicii 
he was a man of good understanding, and 
must baveknownhow fruitless his attempts 
mi^ht be .? It was no clillicull thing to 
auppo.se, that the family of Arcot could 
have taken such a view of their right to 
empire in that country, as niiglit make 
them indulge a feeling that the tflecliee 
dominion of tliat coutitry,^uught to belong 
to them, and not to thi Indie company. 
They might, partly from a feeling of 
ambition or inurtifieti pride, and religious 
prejudices, imagine that*they might have 
a more extended sovereignty over the 
country, and shake the power of the Bri¬ 
tish gfivernment. These views might in¬ 
duce them to correspond with the Mysore 
g»rerumcn\. .’'lahoiued Ally, in a letter 
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to Ilyder, spoke of arms ; here there vfas 
nothing about a marrkge, the letter talked 
of their long enjoying the prospect of the 
.sea from an eminence. What could that 
mean but a .secret vvii^i that the English 
gentlemen (to use their own expression) 
should be expnllod from the country, sc^ 
that thoj' might have an uninterrupted 
possessiuii of the whole ? But this w'a* 
not the only political correspondence that 
took {'laic between the Aicot family and 
the family tli.il was hostile to the (iinglisli 
interests 111 Jiid< I. A rooted je.i,!»^usy and 
hostility of flic British power cKild plainly 
lie collected from the whole, correspon¬ 
dence. It was a wise jealousy of lord 
Wellesley lo t.ike alarm at tins corres¬ 
pondence. lie V'.a.i persuaded iheie was 
most evident proof of hostility ; ytt it 
d'J not rest on lord Wellesley’s judg- 
ii^ebt alone, but was the favourite opinion 
of every governor in that Country, that the 
family of Ariot, as well as the Mysore, 
were plotting the overthrow of the British 
pow'c r. When lord Macartney took the 
goveiinnent of Madras upon him, no man 
< oiild act with more deliberate and disin¬ 
terested justice, nor with a greater desiie 
to ronciliate the native powers. Vet he 
afterwaids declared that the family of 
Arcot was hostile to us, and nothing but 
Its (|e|iusition could produce tranquillity 
lor us in Indi.i. Such was likcwi.sp the 
opinion of Imd Clive ; and at last lord 
\Vellesley was so eonviiieed of it, by the 
evideiue he had before him in India, that 
he proposed in coiim'il to do the act 
which was done. He saw that this family 
(Icniod us all succour ; that they were 
’acting with hostility in ?.v*ry instance ; 
and tlieieforc ills decision did not rest on 
|Jie opinion of those gnviriiors w ho went 
before him, but on.Ins own immediate 
observation. The vety arrangement now 
so much reprobated as injurious to the 
British character, was the same w<liicljb-' 
lord Cornwallis had reeomincndtd before 
that time a.s ii«eos.sary to be acted upon, 
and as beneficial to both the parties. If 
it .shoi.Id be contended, that the punish¬ 
ment went beyond the measure of fair se¬ 
curity, there miglifbe an argument as to 
the question of the jninhishment. But he 
would examine whether it wont much be¬ 
yond the treaty of 1792s In the treaty, 
lord Cornwallis incorporated a condition, 
that tihe whole administration of the Car¬ 
natic should, in case of war, be taken into 
the hands of the,Britisb. The whole xsili- 
tary ahd civil pow'cr of th% state was (o 
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be in our hands. At length, vthen the allons, without giving them an opportunitj 
treason bet^veen father,and son came to of vindicating thomselves ; and thus tt 
light, did lord Wellesley push the .right represent the British governors as havio| 
he possessed to an extent that could be coiiiinilted, and the goveuunent as giving 
called severity ? The only diiterence was, sanction to, enoriniiics ymilar to those 
that he did that in time of peace which by practised by our .enemies. Jbbr a consi* 
treaty he*was entitled to do in time of war. di-ruble time, the .'ittention of parliament 
The defective stipulations of the treaty had been occupied in hearing charges ot 
perfectly justified them in their departing this kind, accompanied with strong aile> 
from it The next question v\a.s,whether gallons, which it was diOicuit to refute, 
it coul'^’ be considered as harsh to extend Fortunately, Iiowcmt, lord Wellesley had 
the SOS .|rity exercised towards the father now completely vindicated his character, 
to the soifcS of the ii.ibob. 'I'lie kurned and he wa.s now so completely in pos- 
gentlem inargued .so much on cri« se.ssloii of the ]>ublie opinion, tliat every 
iiiinal law, khew very well tliat in cases of |jossiblc«degree of confidence might be 
treason, under which principle this (|fies- reposed in him; and his (haracter stpod 
tion must be decided, the innocent must liigher than eier it li.id done before, 
be involved in the consequences of the Sir. .S7ierii/rt» lelt, lh.it after the pers'onal 
guilt of others. When the house of a!lu.-ions so frequently made to him, he 
.Stuart was driven from the throne of tlijjs should not art respectfully towaids the 
country, the whole of the desceiid.A)ts noble lord, it he continued silent on the 
W'cre e\cluded also. It cannot be siip^ present occasion. The noble lord con- 
po.sed, thni such desremlaiils would hold eluded a spet eh, filhd with the strangest 
diDercnt .sentiiricnt.s from their am estors. and most nioj|.,trous doctrine-, he had ever 
Was it to be supposed, that the son ot heard, williAi .solemn appeal to the justice 
IVIahoiued Ally would not entertain the of the house, calling upon it not to esta- 
s<ame iiostility against ns which bis father hiish so had a nioiul as that of (^po.sing 
bad done ? and could loid Wellc-sley the delim]ueiii'y of public servants, for 
suiter him, consistently with the Ih‘iti.s‘h tear their ecmdmt should be compared 
interests in India, to Ieinain on the throne with the eii'iiinities hf our enemies. It 
from whic h his father hud been removed r wics with reluctaiu-e he cntcied on any of 
lie might tune had a disposition favour- the (nurmitie.s coniniiiteil in India. In 
able to the British, but lie was siuTounded inakHig sucli a declaration, the noble lord 
by a tribe of harpies, who bad claims an(|. w'as not aware of the libel which lie pro- 
expectations upon him ; who alteri'd lus noumjc-d on an bon. friend of his, who was 
disposition, ami persuacled him to think lately chief justice in India. Here Mr. 
tliat justice would be done him in Kiig- Sheridan quoted a speech delivered at the 
land. Iluwwas it pos.ible, under such time of Air. liasliiigs’s impeacliincnt, by^ 
circumstances, to expect friendly seiiti- Mr. (now sir John) Aiistrulher, in whicii 
incuts from a persoii.su beset, and with in- 4l)at gent, dvselt on the «enonnities prac- 
tcrested defendants, so perverted in his tised in India, and insisted on the neces- 
station r lie was .sure, that if th^ right^ sity of iinestigation and punishment. But 
hon. gent, had a just view of this question, nuw' 4hr house w'as to understand, from the 
nothing would hare induced him to let it speech of the noble lord, that no governor 
sleep for the space of four years. After in India, let his crimes be e\ er so great, 
the (wactical dcci.sioii of parliament was was to have his conduct at all inquired 
tw'ice hud on this subject, he greatly la- into. lie maintained, that the best tiay 
meuted it W’as agttiii brought forward. It to hold out to the world that wo jiractisi-d 
had the eifect of lowering the i^iaracter of no cnoriliitics, was to punish tho.se who 
the country and of the ppriiameiit, iij the rominittcd any. The noble niarquif, 
eyes of foreign countries; becutise fo- whose conduct was now the subject of 
reigners were repeatedly told the British discussion, b^d l■^•ly made an observa- 
goveriuneiit were giving sanction to those tion, that the attack ujioii Copenhagen, 
principles that characterized the conduct and kite seizuie of the Danish fleet, was an 
of the ruler of Bianee. It would be a e>cnt at whieii Fiqglishinen ought to re- 
fatal moral to hold out to the world, and joicc, because it would grieve Buonaparte, 
was besides a gross injustice, to attein)at to It was iinwi.se in the noble marquis to < 
run dow n the character of such men as make such a declaration ; because he be- 
lord ^Vcllesley, after theyjiad performed lieved it to be entire^ the rcvers* of what 
A Aost difficult* public duty, in higlt*situ- was the fact. 11c siiicerdt|^elieved, tliat 
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Buonaparte never felt more joy at any i 
event than what this act of ours gave h m. 
lu that act he saw our charactiT blended 
with his own. lie found in it an indemnity 
for the past, and. semrity for the future. 
The noble lord’s code of political morality 
was the worst he had ever heard broached 
in that housn. His desultory term • Will 
o’the Wisp speech ’ bad not put down a 
single argnnieiit advamed by bis learned 
friend, to wboin he felt grateful for the 
sentiments luf had rielivered. He did not 
feel a wish to .say any thing uncivil to¬ 
wards the noble lord, particularly so, after 
the very handsome manin r in which the 
noble lord .spoke of him the evening be¬ 
fore last. But he should have sujiposed, 
had he not known his assiduity, the noble 
lord had never read the papers relative to 
this subject. He had said that Ally Hus¬ 
sein had forfeited Ins right to the throne, 
inasmuch as be inherited the tr* ason of his 
father. He could never have been a parly 
to a treason which had not been coimnu- 
nicated to him, and with which the father 
had not been charged in his life-time. 
Jle never knew a more monstrous attempt 
than this to impose on the credulity of the 
public. There wa.s no analogy in this 
case to that of the holI^c of th<5 .Stuarts, in 
which a country chose its own magislrat\js, 
which every people had a right to do; 
but here vva.s an independent jiriiice, 'who 
was an ally i and what right had any man 
to say, that wo should dismiss from the 
throne of his ance.stors the lawful heir to 
that throne, against whom no charge what¬ 
ever could buuiadc? But what liccanu* 
of all this argument, when the I'act was,, 
that Azeem ul Ivowlah was put on tlie^ 
musnud over the son of a person who was 
actually proved to be an enemy to the 
British interests ? The noble lord shdvved 
the grossest ignorance of the papers; for 
the very correspondence he referred to 
wis carried on with the con,sent of the 

g overnment of Madras. .tVs to the cypher, 
e appealed to the hon. baronet w fit» had 
been chief justice in India, and would ask, 
if he would sutler a niaii to be convieted 
or. such evidence [sir Jolyi Anstruthcr sig¬ 
nified that he would nf»t], U"' was happy 
to hear his hon. friend say lie would not. 
'Yet it wa.s on such evidence, that an inno¬ 
cent young prince wan deprived of- hi.s 
’’throne, atul placed in a situation in which 
be losf^his life, Mr. Shcridan(,thcn read 
some correspondence, in order to shew 
that the }.ritish government in India con¬ 
sidered it^as/-’iKc*ly to be favourable to 


their interests, to have an intimate corres¬ 
pondence and connection carried on be¬ 
tween-the house of Arcot and the Mysore. 

It was attempted to justify this transaction, 
on the ground of state nreestity. But this 
act of injustice and robbery could not be 
an act resulting from state necessity, be-" 
cause there existed no necessity for it, or 
at least none bad been shewn, to influence 
their det^sion. Tiie riglit hon. gent, next 
read .some papers, to shew the stej-dy at¬ 
tachment of the nabob to the IBiglisIi; 
and he defied any governor tovvay, that 
ti.cio existed the slightest p<(iof of the 
hostility of the father or the son, except 
what was extracted from the trash found 
at Seringa)»atam. The arginnent.s that 
had been used to prove that the nabob was 
coiinidered as a v.t-'sO to the India com¬ 
pany, were as unjust as they were un¬ 
founded. The inijiortant documenls on 
the table ]>ut that tpu-stion out of all 
doubt, for it would appear by an address 
actually signed liy hi.s majo:>ty, coniitcr- 
sigiicd by lord (fornwallis, and addressed 
to the nabijb, dated the 1 ;Jth of May, 17UO, 
that lie was considered not only as an in- 
tlepeiideiU soven ign, but actually callevl 
the ‘ faithful ally and friend ’ of the British 
govrrninent in India. Here tlio right lion, 
gent, read a long extraet from the addrcs.? 
allutled to, ficm vvlilrli it likewise ap- 
]icarcd that the very lir.st acre of groiiml 
tlie I jiglish became possesscvl of rnmid 
Mailras, wasarquireil through the frieiul- 
.sliip of tile naiiuli of Arcot; yet he arguetl, 
after such an unqualiited declaration under 
his majt'sty’s own Irand, of the iiulepend- 
eney of this prince, such degrading lan¬ 
guage was to be held oiit.U- M as it to be 
endured for one single moment, that the 
lights a 4 id laws of naiions were to be thus 
trampled upon with impunity, merely 
upon the alleged policy of the nirasurc ? 
From a very patient perusal of the very 
important docuinents on the fable, “they" 
established this projiosition m bis mind, 
tliat there was no ground w'lralever for any 
sus|)icion oflllje faillifulne.'S of the nabob 
of y\ivot and Kis-son towards the Brili.sh 
government. Thert; wa-s one part of this 
question which he'could not but consider 
as a great dereliction ot principle in the 
noble marquis. It was said *that he took 
evc-vy possible care for ‘the protection of 
Ally Hussein, the deposed nabob. , Could 
it bd’thought for a moinenf,- that the de¬ 
posed nabob would be .safe in the hands 
of a man who threatened him with iifitant 
death^ if he ever attempted to regain tl&e 
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throne of his father? From these cir¬ 
cumstances he conefnded, that the young 
nabob was not sate in those tiund*.. lie 
did nut fi'cl disposed c%en to enter into 
all the motives that might have actuated 
the noh^e marquis in his conduct, and he 
was less disposed to argue the accusation 
urged agaio't him of his being actuated by 
pcciiiiiavy interest-, in his adiniiiisli’iition ; 
but looknig at his general (ondiu t as a 
governor of India, llo must say tlierc w as 
no purAllel in the history of that country 
^thich presented so iiiihridied an instance 
of iiisatialV’c ainhition. 'J’he sum total^^f 
what the country knew of his condiyt as 
governor was, that he succeeded to the 
government after lord ('ornw;dlis. lie 
iomid India in a great and increasing state 
of prospciity. He found a .^vslem «f 
equity and economy m the (niblic e\ji«ii- 
ditiire, ailmirahly c-aleiil-atcd for the soji- 
dity oi our e',ial>lishmeiit in lluit eomitry. 
lint when lie left it, he lolt behind him an 
example of llie, most pernicious prodigality 
and profiiseni'ss. When he landed, he 
IoiiikI a disposition in tlie (loinjiany's scr- 
1 .lilts to reicrc tlie laws, and to abide iiv 
the decrees of In, map-sty ; bnt when Ik- 
lelt it, the iilinosi contempt prevailed of 
the laws .irid regiil.itions of the (’oinp.iny 
M'hcn he wont there, the native jiowtrs of 
India |,hired the llt^no^t confidence in the 
lallh of the llritisli goiernment; Imt Iio 
li-ft tliem cntert.iining in their minds the 
most irrerom liable ‘entnnents of (fi,gu,t 
anil enmity, on ai count of its Ireaciiery 
and o|)pi(-ssioii. In shoit, the result of tlie 
noble lonrs administi-.ttiQii was this, tli.p 
when he went to India, he found (Jre.il* 
Britain within't a Foe, and vilien he de¬ 
parted, he left fJrcat Britain without a 
friend. I'pon these grounds iic»felt him¬ 
self called ii|)on to say thus miu Ii, not 
from any personal enmity to the noble 
marqiiii, but from a principle of presen- 
ing'his own consLstincy. He took this 
opportunity of defending himself from the 
iiisiaiiation thrown out by the noble lord 
ill the comiiicncemcjit of^ hi^ speech, that 
he. had departed from [A-inciplo in 'Sjemiiig 
to neglect the cause he had so .strenuoijsly 
undertaken .to ^dvocate on former occa¬ 
sions, by stating that liis sentiments upon 
fliis suhjeef had never been in the le-ast 
altered from the first iiitiiiHition he le- 
crived of the miprcssioii ahd tyrannons 
dethronement of the young naboB, ami 
the subsequent information that arrived in 
Jhil countryjof his murder. On yiat oc¬ 
casion his mind was so horrified by the 


atrocity of the act, that he resolved imnne^ 
di-ately to iiislitute an inquiry into the 
causes of so gross a violation of the laws of 
ci\ilizatii>>i and humanity. ('hx-umstanecs, 
iiowcver, had preiciited him from carrying 
the dc.sired ohjeci completely into cllect 
personally. He s.iw' no pru-ipect then of 
pursuing tlie nn estigalion in that ndmmis- 
tiMtion, and from tnesc cHmsirierations he 
d.d not press it. He had, howiwer, moved 
lioin time to time for a great nuinlicr of 
dneuments, which must rcinovc at once 
every susiiicion of his having cooled in 
the caii.se. He concluded by cleejaringhis 
lived cfc-tcrinIllation at ail times never to 
shrink from the task he h.ul imposed dpon 
liiiiiself, of representing the noble niar- 
cpiis’s conduct in the pl.iin and unvarnished 
ingiiiur in which he fully persuaded him¬ 
self the larioiis documents on the tabic 
exliibiled ihc circumstances of his adinis- 
tr.stion to the country. 

3Ir. Fulltr conteiided, that this W’as a 
most extraoidinary discussion, and made 
on the opposite side a question of party 
rather than of principle. 

Dr. iMimnre siippoited the Resolution. 
The proposition of the noble lord, that this 
was held to I.e a gcaic <|uestion by the 
luuise, might well he doubted, if they 
i»ei-e to judge fiom the manner in w’hicn 
tli^v Ii.id di-cided upon the evidence ad¬ 
duct d in siippoit c)f clie ciiargcs against 
the noble marquis. Upon what principle 
It was that the liou-.e intended to ael in its 
dec tsion upon th's subject, he was at some 
los-, to cemjecture. Although it might be 
arguc*d iti f.ivoiir of the noble m.irquis^ 
that he was not actuated by motives of 
pecuniary aggrandizement, yet there were 
a thousand other bad passions which might 
actuate a minister, equally at mischievous 
,ancl destructive to the interests of a nation, 
as those toimected w'ith the most sordid 
motnes. liioidinatc ambition must ofi all 
’hands be»aduiilted, in a moral peint of 
view', to be the most pcniieloiis of all the 
passioi^s that actu-.itcd the huin.aii mind. 
Tli.it such w'as the motive of the noble 
marquis in his admiiiistr.ation, must depend 
iipmi what de^ee of credit the house 
would attach to the evidence of the papers 
on the table. In his opinion, formed upon 
tli^ coiisidc'ration he had given to those 
documents, the •accusations were ima|^ 
.swerahic. Here the learned gent, com* 
hated the argumen(.s used to justify the 
policy adopted by this coiinU'y towards 
the native powcrs*of Indj^ Nothing was 
more unjust and unprinci|m;djinothing WtUi 
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iDpreopposite, not only to (he law of nations 
but those ol' n.tturc, than the system of 
oppression yirnctised uf)Oii the unfortunate 
nabob of Arcut; whose rights and privi¬ 
leges were violated upon tlic nn»st iinuMr- 
ranted and unjuKl pretence of having 
broken a treaty, when, in fart, the must 
barefaced act of t\ rnnnical policy ob¬ 
truded itself ihroughoul the whole transac¬ 
tion. He related the history of tlie first 
transactions of the British government with 
the nabob of Arcot, until the period of his 
contracting his debt with them, and de¬ 
tailed the various pretences urged by them 
for increasing that debt, which hotcoiisi- 
dered as the over-reaehing principle which 
universally charactevizci! the conduct of 
the India conijiany’s servants, and brought 
the narrative down to the period of their 
interposition in the aftairs of the Carnatic, 
under the pretence of the discovery of the 
secret correspondeiiec with the neighliour- 
ing potentates, for the purpose of forming 
a confederacy against the British interest, 
la considering tlie evidence in ^ipport of 
the allegation, that a violation of treaty 
was the ground of their intirferenoe, he 
contended that there w as a previous deler- 
niination of the government of India to 
adopt that measure long before any know¬ 
ledge of such prelcniled eorresjiondence 
was received. He knew of no law of na¬ 
tions that could warrant so unjust an inter¬ 
ference on our part upon presumed evi¬ 
dence of danger. He did not deny the 
principle of self-prcse.rvation, as the first 
law of nature j but the fact of real danger 
must be clearly justilied and sub.slanliuted, 
before we could presume to violate every 
law both human .Thd divine. With re¬ 
spect to the stress laid so strongly upon 
tne mysterious inibrnialinn contained in 
the cypher, he argued, that tlierc wa.s no¬ 
thing in it, if the context wa.s considered, 
that could justify such a construction as that 

{ }at fapon it by the advocates of the noble 
ord. ‘This cypher was to be used as a 
breach of treaty, and consequently was not 
a suflicient justification for the acts of 
tyranny practisi>d upon the nabob. Tlic 
treaniy stipulated that the naboh was not to 
go to war w'ithout the constiit of/he British 

S ivernment. Now, supposing even that 

is correspondence did contain sentimecis 
of a political nature, was it just or reasuiia- 
blo to infer that any breach of treaty with 
the British government was ineapt r He 
was persuaded that out of twenty letters 
which bad^a.ssed from-the nabob to the 
other powers, hioffinics, uot a single phrase 


had been used which could attach to the 
nabob any violation (tf treaty. Taking 
the wliole of the evidence, and the argu- 
inenls upon tliis question urged by the 
gentlemen on the same .side of the house, 
he was decidedly of opinion that this act 
was not foundi>d injustice or sound* policy, 
which were in.sopuruble fiom humanity 
suid benevolence. 

Mr. Windham said, he was not disposed 
to enter into a discussion upon the merits 
of this question. He was rcstraiited in 
doing so, not merely from the lateness of 
tht,>hoiir, but really from a sort oifdcspond- 
enre he entertained that any 'arguments 
whiclf could be oftered eoiild have any 
weight with a majority of the bou.se, who 
.seemed, in opposiiion to reason and evi¬ 
dence, disposed to pa.-.- a vole rather of 
approbation than censure. He, could not 
sulfeistlio suliject to pass by without mak¬ 
ing a lew observations upon some of the 
arguments urged by the noble lord. The 
prim iple. contended for by the nolilc lord 
ill support of the policy of the ICast India 
company in India, reminded him of the 
List line of a song, written liy Dr. Swift for 
a highwayman, ‘ Every man round may 
rob if he pleases.’ In the annals of injus¬ 
tice, and in the annals of romance, what 
could be more, preposterous than this prin¬ 
ciple i In alluding to the inaimei in w liich 
the evidence upon this subject was flirccd 
from Ally Rhezzi, it was iiiipo.ssibIc to 
come at the truth by such a mode of ex¬ 
amination as that adopted on that occasion. 
The ellect of lorlyre was not to produce 
truth, hut to produce only that which the 
|)er.son iunicling torture w ished to be told. 
I'iie construction put upon^liis evidence 
reminded him of a passage in the w'orks of 
lopl ShafUisbury, in reference to torture, 
that he would produce out of the words, 

‘ My son Tommy has got the piles,’ a 
very good plot again.st the liousc of Hano- 
vitr. He regretted extremely that fdie 
house hud not the aid of his learned friend 
(the .solicitor-general} on this side of the 
motion, who made so great a iigurc on the 
trial of Mr. Ha.sliugji; but, it would seem, 
the principle by vvhich we were to be 
guided, was that the natives of India had 
no rights, that wc had no duties, and that 
all waste depend upon the decision of our 
mijoritics. He firmly believed, that for 
the ononnllics conimiited tiy the British 
power <111 India, in all tho enormities un¬ 
der all the successive variations of the 
l-'rench Uevoluiioi|^ and by no means mi- 
ccntly under Buonaparte, no parallel was 
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to be found. If, then, they could nt»t by us fiotn the dust; on tlie contrar;^, 
find a pAialh'l in Eaiupe foi the enormi- when ne assisted them, it wai not for their 
ties committed iii India, how could it be bake, but loi our own, and in order to 
supposed that the votts ot tlie house of exp* I the hieiKh fiom their extensiso 
conimoiis were to f IKct aiiv r< formation > tiiiiioius. What had ketn tlic defence 
Hewoiil;! wish he toiild sepaiate the man otkied toi this atiociuus act > atrocious 
lioiii the conduct, but, uiilortunately, both he should always consider it, and so must 
must be taken toj^ctlier. As to the iiiotnes en i v on*' w ho lead the pajiers divested of 
ol the noble imri|uis, what was tin- use ot paitj kiliiifjs A trunipciy pretence oi 
any encpiirv aboiU lh«m? A man might t' idem e, aii*l not even a state necessity 
ha\e .T iijotist to get moiie} foi liis tamil^, i shewn As lor the cj phei, it was too ridi- 
u laudable one to lie buu ; but, then, it ciilous to in* lit mention, lie cordially 
the inotne wein caiiud into (th t by a agreed with the noble loid, that British 
Mulation ol all )usti(.«., wi.iewu to exidfc justice and policy ought cser to be the 
him loi his niutiKb•' Tli* light lion same, Itnd it this toiild not be defended 

toiKhi<hd by I iinenting most siiK*icly on the ground of justi* e, it ought to meet 
whit hid liapptmd; luueiiMug that mill with tiind* miiatioii He then put it to 
in till situation h* saw lould he iound to the bioasts ot genth men opposite, to the 
dihndit, ami lumiUiiig moie than all, hig,\st ot the house and ot the country, if 
tint a Biiti'.h p uli iiii* nt sliouhl s ini'i^m | tiny could is .id this** papeis, -and coiisci- 
It 'ih(\ wti* not to look at this aBaii tiiMousiy sav th* ic was any jiistKC inthts 
withlhLi>(s ot oiliiis; the ]ja|)<us u c.asc, oi latlurii thti* had not been most 
betoK thnii, and boiii tlie dtcision tin y atio* lous injiistiie. Jl** had nt ver kiiosvn 
g.we ilui(*m, til*' woihl would pnmuiin** | btloii tint it w is the custom of Britons to 
Sint* III*' upon thtiii. | iisit ilii iift(|iiiti* s ot the tatheis upon the 

.Sit 'I/iijwii Tiiilon, Ill riidy, answiiol tliildicn, but line th*y hul gope much 
the chiigfs of Miisiinnag* in* lit ot ilii liiitli* i, loi the an* * stois ol Ally Hussein 
*.iiise, tint hid lxni bi*>iigl t u^aiiist him i li > i not cKii biin coii\ule*ij yet the 
Jt w is Mill, lint 111 «)pniing tin ipii t o.i, ^ gi iiuixm wa- (*uideiinied to paj the for- 
liL had m xU UM ol \ lol* n( 1 in^u .g* ml fntuie As to the treatiiient icceived by 
piisonal innctiK. 11* iilni**l to iti*' il^e pi nice, all tic askid w is, that it might 
aimils Oi p.tiliinuiit .md di lu*1 any iii* m -1 hi iiii* slu>at«'*l lit phdgid hiniself to 
bii to |)i()*ln<e an in • iiuo wiiui six h 11 |)io*( inmInnoic tliaii what he had stated 
laiise ii id iM I Ixiit inrnxliu i d w 1 th lissilotl* Iioum , and to bi ing toi waid w itnesses 
ot I itlu I 111 tiad II in soil, as hid wiio would l.u exnni in desniptiun of 
bniiassiitid, tint ixi tiiaii *\n Dtinnii! this* im I ui* holy circumstaiues all that 
fiom India nth* i honoiiiable <i bon. st | liad b* * n imputed to Ills w.irmtii lunar's 
Itwasonh in illustiating tin position be i ling He li.id been blamed tor speaking 
laid ilowii, will'll ixpussing tns siu[)iis( |yliiistii\ olil)i‘roiniiiissiontirs,witliontdc- 
tliat I'UHiptaiu' who ait(‘d with tht stmt- Mning any such inisifie. All that he 
* si 1 * gard tojiistu e 111 ill thnr tiansictioiis had biid was, that tiiuy cold-bloodedly 
III tlinr own ipiaitei ot the glob**, should di.ig.'cd the piiiiic fiom the di.ith-bed of 
art so dill*renlly m India, tint lie*]u*>t(*t his paiint, to answer the intenogatories 
the antlioiity ot ISfi. Buike, who said, fl* v h xl to put to limi. In applving this 
that ]',uiopians weie iinbaptiaed in cioss- rpiib* I, be had spoken ot their ollice, and 
mg die «ijiimoctial. Hi had tlx- ulmost not ot thetiv-iUi^ pcisonalty ; and if they 
ptrsonal iispeit for the noble maiipiis; weie, a. he had no doubt bum the repre- 
butwhit he iiad esn ex{ icssid in that sintiiion ol the lion, colonel opposite 
house, and out ol it, was idifided disip- (Allan),* homuiiabic and upiight men, he 
probation ot the iiicasnreslic pursued dm- gave tin in his hearty conimts*ration tor 
mg his adniiiiistrattoii m India. He could 1 the p.unlul du'v impu'ed upon theft), 
not agree with the noble luid, that su*h mvIiuIi, in e'^'cuting it to the satisiaction of 
discussions as thc^pusent wt're calcuiati d ttu'ir t'liijilov ci >, must h.tve ftllcd them 
to produce all elUits; it th**y weie so, witU hiiti*)i and diswus*.—He now came to 
howevet, it could only he from the iliti- i the policy of the niiasiircs. What had we 
Sion they called forth The lion, baronet gamed at the grand expcnce of loss of 
then went at some length into the stiRe of, honout and bi< icli ot national iaith ? Our 
Indian aiKtiis, and ruiitcnded th.U time tiihutaiiC'. iia.i been made slaves and our 
was«io truth in what hxy) been said, that allies toes. Wc had placed Azeem ol^ 
tllb nabobs of fhe Catnatic had beeiitai>cd Duwlah on the thione, mdisregard 
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to the MaboitHtan laws, uid in distr^wd them sf( that it could bi oprtilv didated 
to the |iisl ami jiioi cl inns ot the two iiiln^tuid litlhe ytopic of th it couii* 
ueaiist ill IIS \\ ( iiid slol< It ii nil <im, tiy mc the iiicdoin and im|)jiUaiitv ui a 
boiruncd tioin anotiin, and <-tiip|>cd a Biilisli paiiumuit, and let us not (utii 
third, till we IndLOU^mi nted inn tiiiitoit, tiiein away fioiii uui duois disi|i|joiritid 
and imietscd tin nuinhti ol oin <,ul)|ii(s Ih c died on the liuu < to pause bdue it 
20 millions, liut oiii d( btli id im ii iscd < mu to n loti, and eonsidei Aill the 
20 millions dmin^ the smietinu, nid ioi itiussoitlu st ike dtpending on tliiii 
seven millions ol ainmil ic(|iined leiiinu, diti imiiiitiun lit i\[)Ussid Ins it^iit 
we had iiiiuliid oiusiIms m 10 iniilious tliat, jiussi ssing neiliui the wtightuliin- 
aiiiiual ♦\ptme ^\l hid m idi tiiiv nistis noi ot tin uppusiU pail3, iior, 
mill "1 Indii UUI (iuni^,and li in nl inni thin ill oitikiUs, hr hid been so 

vrrsc army found its wav to tin I ist, s it'i wi k in n'i< i ite in the i nisc lie hid 
was oiu situ ilioii tin 11, he w as ih ii I otn | n , h wiki, e< in iinpiepned b< h n 
doniinion would henvcithiowii I whon tin ni, but 1 «d ni U llusi nittiis tlio 
could wt ipi’h * Not to tin M ihi itt is, oi nlijeit of In on si oiiu mitt i^ sti o d 
all} of the iiatiK powt is w lio m tint nm d r mu ioiw nd uliiiit I bv i stion smst 
then imUptiult 111 e \\ i inipht Inily siy id just ct, ml 'iident di sire l pun in v 
*''lime o Dan los it dona ( lei ti — V'ti i ilon iiunttosifhi i ,lndii 
we luul nude tluni is nnsuiliti, is wt. lu gilhiy wasnow ikucd, ,iid tnc 
eould, iftii we luddtihioin Itlnn piiints, hou i dunk i 
cxpatiiaUd then nobles I anged tin n j loi the Hi solution 

ihicfs at tlie doois of tluir castles, and I Ag mist it - - - - f )7 

when wc had no luitlui < vil III om powu j A 1 iniily - - 7 <l 

we tinn d to ittiek their nistu itiinis nnl ''Ii JitiUtui tl i i i i md id, flu* 
prejudu(,s I host m net ible ciiois which, dtei whit h nl |i issi d < ii tl s iicltoinur 
if wt btltevid Pliny md itheis, sub- d s( lusu ns, it \v is umn ei ss n \ I i Ini i to 
aisled 2 ,<H 0 ycais a^o, coui 1 nut In siit- mtudint tin Kc. ilution w hn h In w isn \ 
feicti to u III im , nd the ioiK|iieiuis of oni<< to iiiok witli my pu i n t , in 
Seriugipitnn md I* isw ui} wiii lomid stniild conUiit Inins || simply wuh iiioi m >- 
to In dm lions liom the ent ul llnii th follow iiu Ui s dntn n if soli in, I hit 
yyhis'iis oi tin dmj'lm iltluiiin im»,s it is tin opmi n of this housi tliit tin 
lit knew not how it would be lecim n hy m n(|Uis t Ik ky md tin eiilPowis, in 
the eoi ntiy, tkU siuli i wii^hly md im tln.ii londuet u I iIik to tin ( null ip 
poitiiit empiiiy as tins, mi ilinig dltliit pi n to Imk I ci i mflinneid ukU h} 
W IS dc II 111 ilesii ihn to biiloiis, hid moli i •< ol 111x1011 /t d md solu ilijdt> lu, 
been met hv pi( Muus ijnestn iis msti id ol th pumiwnt (imly mIhii md ]nr 
bioad and imple distiissn n llcsiiueiely peiity of tl t ihit n pi scions n Jn li i ” 
wihhcd mmisl«.i.s h 1 1 ilehieiid then uj>i-[ Ni f t n< Jl ll ml t it ne only difhiid 
Itioiis, and not th,uwii thin hio id shn Id fi mi t*n ii.,lit h 11 ^1 nt who hid mule 
ovci such a &nhj(i.t Flu people would this mo 1 >11 ni thin’mg lint it di I not 
not suflei it to I e done, and he iva siiu, lju eiimign , it yi is In ,h imu tint pirlia- 
whateyci the mi|irity might be wi Inn iin nt shoo] 1 do ih it lustne to tins ill 1 - 
doors, theie yyould he i y^iy ^intnujo tiiousehun ei, whuh the incmcst, the 
ntv III the count!} m twoiu of Ills ojuiiion mostdiginl d snbjec ot oui laws Ind a 
As^for the pi Moiial niotiyes, h^ 111 \ii ini 11, hi to di in md \ftei snbiniUmg tiu 
putcdl nuv to the noble in iKpiis He did i udin t ot tlienulih m iiijiusto (lu scyeiist 
not suppose that CM.n i\ aiei would hivi snuimy, diim,, a loiigtouise of viais, 
tempted him to such leoiirse JFii tlnu 1 id aicci dieidmg, hy \ii\ cieat mi|oii- 
wais all avatici ot .mibitiuii is yvt 11 is of tie>, that he h id (|oiu nothing yytong, thu 
wr^alth, and the loiuhietpf in indiMdual, house was bound to 1,1 mt hun a deliyci- 
pursuing yyhat heeoneei^ed tp be toi the nA(,not only to fui him fioin the pie- 
glory ot his coumiy, might he is dm- sinfdiiigi, hut to protect him from ail 
geroua and unjust as ll lu was aetu 1*^1 d, byr liiluie atuinpts on siuiilai giouiuls It 
worse niotivis Did g( uknunknow the would become the jiistiee* thi lionoui, the 
state oi the piess in India ' No otu could geiituiiidn-hke ftchng of the liouse to do 
know what w is doing at his pwn dooi, i girut deal mote, not only to clear the 
Without the peimission of goyciniiient eh iiaetirot thenubli marquisfiom blame, 
jtf, therefofic^ the state, of JiuUaii aflairs but also to deelaie their high opmicit of 
^uld not be uatfe knoyyn m India, let the set vices lie'Itad tenderer his country^ 
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in sack# mdnner as to icmvp the recoMcc- dinalion in which they ha^e been placedj 
tiun at those seivic^s, which sirmed to be and, in this last iiisUucc, ot oui pciBiiioua 
in a mtasuic torgotteu It the ionscquente poln y to the. niisiidble tictim ot out la- 
ot such a dc( laiation weic to be what a ptcit\, th« uiitoitunatc nusseiii All, dis- 
iigbt hon. (Tciit (Ml Shciidiii) Ind de- giisted with the bistiit^s ot our iiigi tli- 
piecattil, wcie the iiobh niaiquis laiscd to tiidi, llic iinss ot Mtlioimduii m the Caj- 
a high slation in the mmistiy, he should nilic ue sicking onl^ loi 11 n lud to their 
rtjotet iiithi e\|ii Iiniciit, In winch time siithiaigs, ni the suliseision of tin Biitish 
w IS It ison to t\|Hcl, that oin to iiitil li govcininiiit, and cstii >oui b poj cstnb- 
lionie might lx niiiintcd b^ tint 'istonish li hint at, tiu listnitm iisourn }Ouhad 
mg eflieu III } whir h h id six 111 so conspi> to tiust to, it idy to tiki up urns against 
cu HI ly ill his Indian i liiiiiiisii i i n }ou iirivfinun i'it souice evh lustcd; 

Sii f/iomm Jtnton said lit hid iliiiliiig not a lupec iii youi tieisurics* this, sir,< 
aim iidiiif 111 to piopos*, which w IS to li #fc is the stitc into which loid \\ clli sUy*g 
out till woids litii the woid'indticn td, n i 1(^111111 tiUioii biou-,ht India, this is 
and t > Ills' It the tullowing woids ‘*By a tin stitc 111 which hi h It it and this is the 
disii toixtciid the Liitioli tciiitoiics in stite in winch loid ( oinw illis found lU 
liidit. in cr nti nipt ot il) ticatiis, and in Hie nobh had opposite (lead C istlcicagh), 
\joLtioii ol the niiionil chu itlii ’ hisiipi ifi 11 \ imiocliucd the inmc of loid 

Ml i,io/<i/i.,/o/i suppoitcd the inuli^n < i^niw illis into the ilcintt of this night. 
Ml 1 / lilz mid felt cvtiiuir uiK isi- 1 would isk the noble loicl, 1 would ask 

niss in _i\iii.^ « loti on so pc isoiiil i sifb iii\ me mbit ui the house toi wint rcison, 

jeet, blit with ill Inscsticm foi the piiiate foi wiiit puijiost, w is such i iinn as loid 
c li irai ti I ol in uijiiis \\ till sK} nid look ( oinw iliis, at his advinccd peilod of life, 
in.., only to his poi tits as i public oiluii not mnily <<i>lrd upon, lint suheiled, en* 
m India be must ,^iie Ills lolt ig im I the (iiUctI, is one of the gicati st scimccb he 
U< ohifi n • could icndti to liistounti\, to*igamuu‘ 

lilt Iioii ( thin d Mdccl toi tlic Vmtiid- cicitikc tin goiiininint of India^ Was 
incut 1 1 , u, in l il IS M ijoni^ 7 'i sue h i nnii w nitcd to pnism the system. 

Ml Wil i« (Ikii nioi< 1 llx Oil mil ind lit id in the s(i ol lend Welh sltj > 

question oi III \olf (j| \|ipi bitrn l| ui No, ii he* w is sent out h r ici y different 
which |Tuipo ts ])ois tilt liouse know how that 

Ah llifuonh id in SSI (I ll i Sp ikn liiBinttil nohli pi in w is cii ployed from 

thin Sii , till hoiisi is ( illeci up i to ilu h st moment ol his uin li at Caleutta, 

ditiimiix on ilii ii bii < ul iiutne', I > tin 1 lU si ]u nod cl his cMsteiiec ^ Jle 
till re IS no }i III! Ill tuhunil c iii|tMiil to w w cmpliyicl mi, hi iiMisnig every 
dccKlr on the III Ihi miiitsolthi iiohh nu i me in ciitUii.., down iMiy political 
fold must be UK d by lii-.iiluii it you u I ot In prcrlict oi, in cndeaiouiing to 
tiy him by the lindiiiumil Ju olntx ns up in oi it h 1st to pul i stop to, the 
ol this iiou c^ Ol by tin I iws ul Ji s crnni ' uiiivi isil mi < liuls pioduccd by the mei- 

try, shew me the iisulutioii oi the lew mims >1 iuid \V i lie ley J Ins house voted 

which 111 h IS not viol ited If yoy liy ii ^ii i tiioiiumi ill to lend ( oinw illis If you 
by the opinions ot tin Diurtor, then is ippn le of tlx ec iidiie i of loid Wi llcsiey, 
seaitely nii ut ol his govi ininent wliuii lie eoiisisteiit, at It ist, iiid be_,m where, on 
they half not tundeinmd, ind j,ivtnsueh thij, pimeiplc, you ought to begin, byor- 
ipasoiis lea the 11 opiiiu ns, as weie uniu denn< loyl Coiimalli's monument t 9 be 
swerabh> uni tliiieloii tiny wen sup pulled down, and then on its iinn^ yod 
pushed if you tiv till noble had by the j m ly erect i stitue to loid Mtlhsley: 
effects of his goviinraeiil, ht us look at but iJtfist, wi are told tint the noble 
the results at home, jiretnevablea rum , loid's lue^mes were always ,,uod, that Ins , 
look to iiiili-i, you find theie itcriitoiial ai il lo str\t the (rmqiuiy was always 
revenue ot Jifteen millions 1 illing shoit of iident. I iiivc'alrtad} sud, there is no » 
the LUpenr es of Its esiablislmit nts upwards hum mliibunal eni tike cognizance of hiff" 
of two luiUioiis ninually, loa led with a coeseitiiee or pcinti-ite into liis motives, 
debt of ihiityawo millions, encieasmg ahktracteLdly liotfi Ins conduct In my 
daily, the native powcis of India dis> mind sn^ the nulilt loid has done all wuh 
affected, then minds ilaimedwith jvalous Ins eyes open, caiiiig, as it stems, butW 
appielieiisions ol om ambitious tneioach- tie foi tiie conoequences, si cure o|[pro< 
munts, disgusted with our humiliating con* tectioii lure , ant^so ha has foiod if; , 
0*01 , eiisgustCd with the disgracefhf subor* before this bouse procfiidk. to pau g 
VouXI. 3P ^ * 
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which as an hon. director fIVIr. Grant) 
has told you, will be attended with iiical 
culable mischief in India,.! trust it will re¬ 
flect, and I call upon his majesty’s mi- 
nisters, before they lend their aid to a 
mea-iure so pregnant with disgrace to the 
British name and character, to leflect on 
those duties which they owe to their so- 
▼ereign, to their country, and, in truth, to 
their own characters. I thank the house 
for the indulgence it has shewn me, I shall 
^ trespass no longer, hut shall give my de¬ 
cided negative to the present (lucstion_ 

The house then divided. 

For the Vote of Approbation 98 
Against it - -- -- -- 19 
Majority - - - —79 

JLm/ qf Manbers taho voted in tlie Minoi ities. 


Asteil, W. 
Creevey, 
Fitzgerahi, M. 
Folkestone, lord 
Grant, C. 
Hamilton, lord A. 
’Horner, F. 
Hofforth, If. 
Johnstone, G. 
],ashington, S. 
lJuirence, F. 


Martin, H. 
Moore, P. 
Ossulston, lord 
Komilly, sir S. 
Sheridan, 11 B. 
5 hinth, W. 
Smith, O. 
Turton, sir T. 
Westc-rii.C C. 
'Whitlirtad, S. 
Wiiidhani, \V. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, June 20 . 

[Scotch Local Militia Bir i.] On'ihe 
motion tor the third reading of this bill, 
Mr. Yorke, pursuant to his notice, rose, 
be said, to deliver his sentiments, not 
merely upon the subject of this bill, but 
on that of the English Local Militia, which 
he had not an opportunity of attending in 
its progress, and uj^un the defensive state 
^of tne country. He began, by expressing 
his regret, that the people did not now 
seem .so leelingly alive to the danger vkith 
which they were threatened, in coiise- 
qiiepce of the ai'cuinulated means and 
deteripined intentions of the enemy, as they 
were a very lew ycara since, w hen that 
danger was much moie distant, and when 
impediments, mimeroiis and forntldablc, 
stood in the way, which had b''cn since 
removed. The country denied to lepose 
in a fatal security, as it people imagined, 
that because there was not a formidable 
army now encamped at Boulogne, the dan¬ 
ger was less imminent, er the purpose' of 
toe enemy less certain. But, for his own 

f art, he was convinced, the morr time the 
rench emperor took in preparation, thq 
more certain was our danger; because the 
Ifraaiftr woui'd nis power, tmd tl^ more 


mature his plans. Having now cdnmiered 
or humbled to bis purpose almost all the 
powers of the continent, and having no 
diversion to apprehend flrom thence, but, 
on the contrary, the means of all the con¬ 
tinent superadded to his own, there was 
not mom left for the slightest doubt of his 
long-threatened and immoveable purpose, 
to concentre all his means, for the purpose 
of adding this country and Ireland to the 
number of his c onquests. It was conse- 
«iuently the duty of the government to 
make every possible preparation. He en- 
t^icd At considerable length into a review 
of the diitcrciit means to increase the num¬ 
ber of armed men in these kingdoms. He 
was glad to find his noble friend had, in 
addition to the Gt^neral Militia and Volun¬ 
teer systems, and the Local Militia, deter- 
nivico to retain also the Training bill in 
England, as a part of Ins plan; but he 
could see no just reason why the principle 
ot the Training hill should not be carried 
into operation also in Scotland, as well as 
that of the Local Militia; or why any dif¬ 
ference 111 this respect should be made 
between the two countries. When he had 
the lioitour to introduce the Training bill 
in 1802 , he included Scotland. With res¬ 
pect to the principle of militia force, he 
owiieil that he should prefer a much greater 
limitation of that force, and an enlarge¬ 
ment of the force for general service, both 
in Great Britain and Ireland, who might 
he inten hanged as occasion required, and 
continuing the training system to the ut¬ 
most extent, .so as to keep a trained force 
alw ays prepared, ni ca.se of emergency, to 

H oin the army ; the men thus trained, to 
jc teimed the Army of Riverve, or any 
other appiopriate title ; but in case of ac¬ 
tual emorgi'iK y, he was confident resort 
must iiiev ituhly he had to some sort of con¬ 
scription, by ballot,‘or otherwise, as it 
would be useless to depend upon Volutrtary 
enh'.tnients to fdi up tlie ranks. Hd Was 
apprehensive that much cOnfasion would 
aiise from carrying on at the same time 
the two halfots for the General and thfe 
Local'Militias, which could not be pfe- 
vepted without the utmo.st care of the par¬ 
ties to whom the buHness .*>hould fall. Hh 
answered some comparisons which h&d 
been made on a former night ^etweeh the 
diflerent systems of discipline in the Bri¬ 
tish and French armies; and he gave ade- 
cided*^reference to the former. Upon tlfe 
whole, he thought, that under the operUtibti 
of the,various pitns on 'foot pr increafiink 
the number of armed men in the ceontf^ 





the numerical force was carried to pretty 
nearly its utmost pitch; and he was also 
glad to find that the^re.gular, militia, and 
volunteer forces of the connfrv hail attain¬ 
ed to a pitch of numbers and discipline 
beyond any tiring that was ever thought 
of. It vras by sedulously keeping up this 
system of force and discipline, under judi¬ 
cious commanders, added to the native 
valour of the people, that we must place 
our sole hopes of security; so that when 
an enemy such as we had to coutciui with, 
should view with a soldier’s eye the extern 
and disposition of our force, and see 
we were well defended at all points, ne 
would naturally decline to meddle with a 
country so circumstemccd, and which, he 
must see, he could not touch without burn¬ 
ing his fingers. }3ut, of the intention of the 
emperor of France to use every means in 
his pow’or to conquer these countries re 
could not remain a doubt: of his formida¬ 
ble power, his prowess, and his talents, 
the world were witnesses; and if valour, 
talents, and prowess, could give any man 
claims to royal power, it must bo acknow- 
leilged no man ever merited niAre the title 
of Fmperor of France. Of his morals, or 
the means he sometimes used to compass 
his ends, he would say nothing ; but as a 
conqueror, it must be admitted he was 
equal, if not superior, to C;esar or Alexan¬ 
der. Such an enemy, armed with the 
means he possessed, \\ as not to he viewed 
without apprehension: he had already' 
coiKjUcred much the greater part, if not 
the whole, of Europe. There might be 
those who flattered ihcm.-elvc's lie had 
work enough cut out for him in Spain, to 
divert his attention from this country •* 
but it was tcT be feared the spark bately 
struck in that kingdom, had kindled but a 
feeble flame, and of short duration ; for 
how was it to be e»pected, a people, whose 
government had treacherously conspired 
W'itji its own enemy to surrender them to 
French slavery and rivet their chains, could 
escape the machinations so long preparing 
against them, and tenninat^l hy the base 
and degrading surrend^ea of the la^t crown 
of the Bourbon family, to which me Spa¬ 
nish monarch had proved himself a*dis- 

S ace? Every man must have seen from 
e moment that the Spanish army was 
divided, and <gie branch sent to Portugal 
and the other to the opposite frontier, 
while a French force wu suffered march 
,|nto,fhe heart of the country and make 
ji^i^KlyiBS ^ajtters nf the cjyiital, that the 
people w^betntyed. ‘tl^t.wawtije mo- 


tpent when any interference on the pax| 
of this country might have been succ'essnili' 
but now, he feared, it was too late, an^ 
that scarcely a hope remained that tba 
struggles of the Spanish people would be 
successful.—^As to Swedeft, he feared there 
was as little room to hope for a successful 
issue in that quarter; or that the Swedish 
power, however praiseworthy tlie magna¬ 
nimous and princely spirit of the monarch, 
could have any chance of holding out 
against the combined force of Russia ami 
I'Yancc. Those countries reduced undei* 
the power of that man, whose sleepless 
activity and vigilant ambition, marked hiy 
views as noth in g short of the subjugation 
of Europe, perhaps of the world, he W'ould 
then possess the whole force of Europe, 
and command every port from the Baltic 
to»Cudiz, to detach its force again.st us. 
It vva'i, lie thought, quite iaipos.sible to ex¬ 
pect any thing else than that his success 
against Spain and Sweden, would be im* 
mediately followed by an attempt on Great 
Jiritaiii orjii eland ; and of the latter counr 
try, ho would only say, that though it was 
the left arm of the empire, it would re¬ 
quire the force of the right to keep down 
rebellion, in case of such an attack. It 
was notorious that <the French emperor, 
on a landing in that country, looked to the 
a.s.sistancc of a numerous party, whose ob- 
jont it :dway.s was to effect a separation 
from this; for though the great body of 
the people were loyal, and attached to 
Eriti->li government, still there w'as a nu- 
iiicrous party in Ireland ever since the 
days of queen Elizabeth, with whom sepa¬ 
ration from this country was a fiivourite 
project, and who onl;g (tnstponed the at¬ 
tempt fur want of a favourable opportunity 
in the aid of some foreign power. Tips 
w^s the main purpose, disguised under 
the clamour of Catholic emancipation, for 
which, as w'as acknowledged by one of the 
leaders of the last Irish rebellion to tl^e 
Secret Cdmmittee of parliament, the peo¬ 
ple did (lot care one farthing,—As to ti^f 
mean^of our defence, loo many there we'l^, 
who lotted to British fleets as impregQa<^ 
ble bul^rks against the enemy’s designsS; 
but history' fif'iiished many instances-to 
shew, th» a reliance solely upon such 
security was dangerous in the extreme*; 
I-fe instanced the case of the French 
and army, consi*sting of IS sail of the 
and as many frigates, with 300 
and 40,900 men, which sailed Ma^, 
in 1708 to attack Egypt, audnlthOuglt lim- 
miral Nelson waf in j^trsuit of ffiem, 4^ 
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so near that his fleet passed their sternmost 
ships ill the night, yet they were able to 
effect tlieir landing, and take possession of 
the country.—It would be recollected, that 
at the time that |f^rd Bridport was before 
Bre.st, a French fleet went out of that 
harbour, ran up into the Alodiierranean, 
touched utCail'z, and returned to Bre.st 
without any hi.‘i.s, and carrying in tlie 
Spanish fleet with them: it was but the 
other day that the Rochefort s(]uadron left 
that port, .sail<“d up the IMediterrancan, 
Went to Cltprl’u, did the busine.ss upon w'hieh 
it was .seal, and liien arrived at Toulon in 
safety'. In neither of thc.se rases ivas the 
slightest blame to be attached to the otli- 
cers wlio eominamled ; but, from the difti- 
cultics of the service itself, it via.s mierly 
impossible to prevent tlie recurrenee of 
such things. We knew the formidable 
power which was opposid to tliis <'mmir\', 
and the formidable nnule in wliieli that 
power was nsnally ap])lied. The French 
goverimicnt had called out and selected 
ail those institutions which eoiiVl best pro¬ 
mote the great object w liieb they liad in 
view. They had eomph:tely' a<lopte(l the 
old Roman principle, of making use of the 
armies they had comjneied. It was, tliere- 
ibre, iinpo.ssihle to 6a!cidate the tiumher 
of soIdier.s which Fr.mee e.onid eollecl from 
the e.\'tcnsive regions imder her influence, 
for the inva.'-ion of this eouni ry. 'I'he gl eat 
means of attark were priiici[)ally derived 
from the adoption of this prinei[>le. There 
was another strong feudal piinciple which 
had been revived by Buonaparte, that of 
giving fiefs to his generals and oflicens in 
the conquered countries. If an invasion 
were snceessful m fc'ais country, or rather in 
Ireland, we might depind upon .seeing the 
^’aame system realized, that was acted upon 
at the Mormau conquest. Nobody shosild 
Ratter himself that it would be possible,' j 
after an unsuccessful camfiaign in this I 
couhtry, to patch up any kiml, of peace 
■ with Franco that would preserve property 
"in its present channel. The vicf-irious ar¬ 
mies would be distributed over the <foimtry 
to ‘colonize the soil that they Lad con¬ 
quered.—Had our navynot been in the stale 
it was, this misfortune nnght (have fallen 
• on the country before now. It therefore 
'became wise and prudent statesmen ,to 
C0it.sider of such measures, that if ever our 
‘>l)avy should be inferior to the enemy, as 
w'as for a short time during Amc- 
'‘^can war, or in case any accident should 
Ifofal our flkiet, either from conflagration 
or tempest, sucj^^cident should not leave 


the country without defence, or give it up 
into the hands of tbeocnemy. The game 
that was now playing was altogether in fa¬ 
vour of the enemy; for this country was 
contending for its last stake, while its ene¬ 
my was exposed to no .such risk. ^ Suppose 
an army of the enemy to be landed in this 
country, and beaten, what would be the 
eonsequeiico ? It would only be that their 
army would surrender, that its oflicers 
would he treated with kindness, as we 
always did treat ollicers who were pri- 
•soners, and that the surrendering army 
\%..uld only give ns a number of pri.soner.s 
t(» be maintained at a great expeiicc. The 
lo.ss fif one aimy would m arceiy he felt by 
France, bu* the .siicce.ss of that army would 
be the absolute i>iin of this country. To 
meet such daiigors, !.,• thought a system 
slyjuld be immediately adopted tostrength- 
en and forlify the country ilseli, as well a.s 
Id prepare the best means' of bringing up 
its whole force to opfiosc the enemy. If. 
was well known that vast .sums of money 
had hcen granted for forlifieations, and ho 
should feel it his duty next .session to move 
for a SeeVet CJoiimiittee, to examine in 
what manner those sums had heen ex¬ 
pended. As to the defence of the coast, 
he helieved the eoa,sLs of Kent and Sussex 
wire pretty well protected; hut he wi.shcd 
to kiiow' why the coasts of J^ssex and 
SttllblJv were not equally fortified. He 
thought that the entire coast from I’orts- 
mouth to Yarmouth, iiielmliiig thou towns, 
should be |»uf iu a perfec t .state of defence. 
Neither .should the w'e.sterii coast of Fug- 
land, or the coast of Scotland he neglected. 
The French had put almost the whole of 
Slioir coa.st in such a state q^', Ibrtilication, 
that a boat could hardly pass any where 
\ylbout (meeting obstruction from some 
battt'ry. The communication with Ire¬ 
land .should also be attended to, and the 
enemy should never be allowed, as was the 
case about the time of the Union, to craize 
in the narrow part between the tw'o 
islands.—He should next advert to the 
internal defence of the country, and in 
the fiHst place ‘of its capital. It was 
well know'll, that at the commencement of 
the* war, he had delivered his opinion 
against fortifying Londoii. Austria was, 
however, at that time unbrokMi; Prussia 
wadi powerful; and the colossal pow'er of 
Russia had not. been brought to the test. 
This cPfiinion was, horvever, now entirely 
changed with the circumstances of the 
times. Now that Austria was in chains, ftnd 
dared Rot look her conqueror* in the kce ; 
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now that Prussia had vanished flora the 
enth, ind the woakiKsa of the colossal 
power of Russia had beta proved, he 
thoUjjlit til it mtisui* s ou^lit to be taken 
foi bccuiin^ the c ipitil by toi title ilions, 
which, (^litndtd by the phvsicvl toicc of 
I i>iidon,im<iht stop an (ntni>, 'it!« ast until 
oiii main toicf could come up He thought 
the strong p isses in Kent niil ''ussc\should 
now be ioitiiinl, so is to alloid stioiigposi* 
tions to oui aimics He thought th it ei|ual 
puns sht>uld bi tiktn to dciriid the ap- 
pioiclus to Loiulon thiough Suft Ik and 
i ssex., hut th it il, iltei all Ijondon sliol^ 
bo tikcii tin countiv ou^lit not to be 
giMii up lie shoiihi eiin th(n,^hiiik 
tint tin he'llt of the (ouiitn, which lie 
(1)11 lined to be on the biiiks ot the 
SiKin, tlie lieiit‘iiid the M( isi3, should 
slid ill defend'd, ind the eoiinmiiiteil^on 
bniu k( 11 up with he I mil niulit su]i[>ly 
t ish niniLs tu'li,,lit t'li II t bitfle foi flic 
ihlinci of the euiiiitit fit eoiisideiid 
loilitn itions IS ibMiliitcl} imessity tor 
thcehhnee ot iii\ eoiinlis, iiid veiy often 
tin piiiuipil ( lusc ot Us suieeis in w ir 
It w IS fioii the e lie thu lew's the 1 tth 
li 1(1 t iki 11 to (luu the hontic IS ot 1 laiice 
w ill impii^nihlL ioiUts («., tint the i\- 
{)( ditiun iiiinin unled b} the diik(> of Itruiis- 
wiek so lonipletrlv tilled Biioi^ipaite 
kmw s) will tin 1 due of toitihcatioiis 
til it in 111-, iinist suecessiul e impugns he 
to< k ( lie to s( riirt Inmsrif eitit stiplhat 
he adi met d, by sueh iin ins lie thought 
the flit ot Biiniiiiieit such impoitiine, 
tint h( would not suntiidii it to AiKtiii 
uiiiil the w 11 with Husm i iiid Piussn w\s 
iiiiisln d , ni iilu 1 would in pi irmt Aiistii 1 
now lo I iiw tush foil fi itniis Ill 
th light the (lisivei whih \iistiii hid 
met with pioendid m i ^le it*measii«e 
fiDili the w lilt ot f itifications, iiid that 
the extinetion of Piiissi i w isowi 1^ to hei 
not h iviMg piopi 1 h ;n ovule (I foi eleteiire 
the "foilre -.sis die h 11, iiid th it it w is not 
soinueh the loss of the battle of liicdlaiid 
as the w iiit ol stiong places to stop tin 
Mctoiious enemy, thit oblic^d tin tinpt 
roi of Russia to sign a most dis^aeeful 
peace 1 he fottificatioiis which he wojild 
reeotnineltd, svojild greatly contrioutc to 
the defensive stiength of the country, 
without iiienaeing its liberties, which I ist 
was the diead objection that our ancestors 
had to large standing armies After 
dwelling, at some length, on these fbpics, 
he concluded by strongly rceommending 
to *ministers to'adopt* every jjpssible 
means of strengthening the national de* 


fence now, while there was time to d<ii 
so, and not to put those measures cd% 
until the dangei should be more imminent 
Lord CaUtereugh expressed great obli¬ 
gations to his right lion friend for the 
niannci in w hich he h id stated his opia 
iiiems, and declared Ins w tllmgness to givja 
eiciy explanition that his duty would 
allow him, respecting the measures taken 
feu the defence of the country Ho 
agieed with his light hon friend, that it 
would be I gieat fault 111 ministers to eli¬ 
de a\ our to lull the country into a false 
sense of seeunU lie allowed that the 
diiigci*wis great, aiiiioiigfl peihaps not 
immcdiite There w is certainty danger 
(iiough Stirling alnuad, to make it ncces- 
saiv foi till coiinti} to consider inxiously 
of,the best lilt ms foi its defence If, on 
the one hand, he would not wish thccouh* 
try to cntcitain i false idea of its secuiityjL 
(111 the otliei buid, in thought it was but 
fair and right that it should know what 
had ahe idy been done by its govcinnient, 
lo promod thit security In the fust 
plaee theie w is a number of legplais anijl 
nnlili i, t«|ual to whit his light hon friend 
hid always coiisidcied as the greatest e<- 
(I lion (hat the eouplry coulii be calle^ 
upon to make He had ilw ays said, that 
It^ had lie let found f lult with the nunie- 
iicil foice, 01 With the (]uiiity of those 
tioops , ind he h id confessed, that it was 
IS laigt 111 ainiy is was winling, or as 
this couiitiy (uuld afioid to keep up As 
to the deficuiic) in point of foitiheation, 
it would he obi 10ns to his right hon hiend, 
tint no eountiy could at onre so com- 
|)letely chaii.^1 its systeni-and chiraeter, 
as, hom a inked eounfty, to become a 
stioiiglv fill tilled one ^htti it was con- , 
side led how itr} low the establishment of 
the* Oidninee was at the beginning of 
the liti wai, it was astonishing that it 
siinnhl have stai ted forth from ilmosti^o- 
thing to ita pt( sent most icspce table,stalc, 

I here wais no service which required 
moie tmfe to bung to a state of perfec¬ 
tion Vngme CIS welt nut to be made m 9 
diy, 01 m let of piihameiit A^fo 
the defence of the* coast, there had been 
considirabl^ e\ei tions, in this 1 aspect. 
Dovci, < liiiliain, md the whole couiseOf 
the^Midw ly, ivtu plieed in aveiy strong 
state of defence * He belicied the whott^ 
line of coast fioni Poitsmnuth to the 
'Ihames wight be considered m a very 
pel feet state of defence, and i^uch more 
strongly fortified than jiny part of the ene¬ 
my’s coast. Hie enemy wi ate, indeed. 
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' obliged to erect many batteries on their 
coast, not {Tor the purpose of repelling 
iiitasion, but to protect their coasting 
vessels. They had latterly made the. coast 
very strong Det\]^ccn Boulogne and l)s- 
tend, that their boats might creep along 
near the shores in security, out of the 
reach ,of our frigates. The shores of the 
southern district were, however, as strongly 
. fortified as any part of the French coast, 
lutd under the former administration of 
lord Chatham, a system had been adopted 
for putting llie coasts of the ea.stern dis¬ 
trict in a similar state of defence. This 
eystem had been suspended under £he late 
fulmiriistration, who certainly could not 
have been expected to adopt it, without 
taking time to give it the most serious 
consideration. A considerable deal had 
also been done in Ireland for the protec¬ 
tion of the principal harbours, particularly 
Cork harbour and Bantry Ba 3 \ Ills lord- 
ship concluded with some observations on 
the advantages which he thought the 
country would derive from tho Local Mi¬ 
litia bill. 

Mr. W'mdlum considered, that the dan¬ 
ger which this country was exposed to 
, Was greater than all the plans of the noble 
lord, even with the 'addition of the pro- 
.pcised system of fortification, would be 
able to meet. The question wliich r'e- 
jnained between him and the noble hard, 
was, whether one or 200,000 men, en¬ 
rolled under the Training act, and li¬ 
able to be called upon in case of actual 
Invasion, to recruit the army, was, or was 
])ot, a more effectual means for thedefer.ee 
W the country ,than the establishment of 
ibis Local Militim ? He was sorry to find' 
ihat ministers had not yet made up their 
minds.upon the subject of furlifications for 
'the internal defence of the country ; > but 
as to those works, which w'ere projected 
,by lord Chatham, the noble lord did justice 
' hi| late administration, in -paying that 
'^ey were bound in duty iint^tn adopt 

3 sen a system without the fulfest consi- 
(|ration. There w'as scarcely aii)*'subject 
^n which there was a greater w ntrariety 
jj^ppinion ; and the opinion oAhe gene- 
^lofilcers who were to coinptand in the 
''.%lp, was of at least as much consequence 
■'fa that of the engineers who were to exe- 
.CUtethe works. He complained of "the 
.^ble lord, however, for weakening the 
'injlUtary .«ystem that was hande/l down to 
llm by tlw late administusniotn. He bad 
Jl^d th6 system. rocmitiog so pro- 
ditetive a^d fetnheraot, that he doubtlefv 


thought it liis duty to apply the pruning 
knife, and he unders^^ooa the recruiting 
service had suffered considerably by the 
mea.surts of the noble lord. 

Mr. llt-rhert, of Kerry, recommended to 
tho consideration of the noble lord the 
priety of an interchange of the lAilitias of 
the two countries. Such a measureWould 
come with peculiar propriety from that 
nolile lord, to whom Ireland had already 
contracted such.a debt of gratitude, by his 
eifecting the grand object of an union. 
Whatever might be the ultimate determi* 
m'J;ion of governniein on the grand sub¬ 
ject of internal defence, by fortification, it 
W'ouKI be well worth the attention of the 
noble lord to consider of the most efiectual 
means of securing the country in the time 
of danger. Much had been done, and yet 
much remained, particularJy in Ireland. 
ITcahad however little doubt, that under 
the superintendance of .the noble lord 
nothing would be left uiiattcmpted which 
could prove .serviceable to the public se¬ 
curity, or lumourablc to the exertions of 
himself.ind his colleagues.—^'rijc bill was 
then read u third time, and passed. 

Mr. IVindham gave notice of a motion 
for the next ses.sioti, probably when the 
Mutinj'^ act should be before the house, 
the object of which would be the protec¬ 
tion Oi .soldiers who had entered for limited 
service, in const^quence of the regulations 
of the year before last. Ills proposition 
would be to prevent such .soldiers from 
consenting to extend their service for life, 
until the expiration of the engagement 
which they had already contracted. 

[Mr. Pai.mer’s Claim.] The Chan¬ 
cellor of tjic Exchequer g^ve notice that 
he would on Thursday next submit a mo- 
tjon to ,the house, the subject of which 
would be to found a separate bill upon the 
Resolution respecting*Mr. Palmer’s Claim, 
instead of incorporating it in the Appro¬ 
priation act. , ,, 

[Curates Residence Bill.} On the 
motion of the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer for theitlurd reading of thi.s bill, 

Mr. Jiarhufn repeated the arguments so 
often urged by the opposers of this mea¬ 
sure. He considered it extremely dan¬ 
gerous to the interests of the Church, by 

g ranting Euch considerable f^wer to the 
ishops, which would not fail to produce 
contention amongst tiie whole body of the 
clergy. The bill, moreover, .was altoge¬ 
ther ineffiqlent.to JM pui^xipe;, as it was at 
.best but a mr^ifl romody Jto the gceaWavil 
.of note>rei^idem;e» anfi fihsdly he obiecM 
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to the existence of the feet presumed to 
exi-t, on vihich this bill stood, namely, 
the respective values of Church establish¬ 
ments. * 

Mr. Hawkins Browne supported the bill, 
and was Jjappy to find that the economy 
and guardiarisiiip of the Church had fallen 
into such good hands. He lamented the 
spirit of opposition which had so uni- 
rbi nily di.splayed itself on the other side 
of the house, to a measure calculated to 
iiecure the dearest interests of the Church 
and the comfort of all descriptions of rhe 
clergy. ^ *' 

Lord Milton, dreaded the terrific influ¬ 
ence the present bill must necessarily*give 
the superiors of the Church over their 
inferiors, and the operation of this influ¬ 
ence, through the medium of the minor 
clergy, upon the public mind at large. • 

Mr. Tiemejf thought the bill could be 
brought into operation only by the neg¬ 
ligence of the rector; a supposition on 
wliich he did not think it dignified to act. 

Mr. Windham followed on the .same side: 
he said the bill was not content to let the 
Church remain ‘ militant here *on earth,' 
but it wished to render it a Church ' liti¬ 
gant’ aNo. 

Mr. Stephens supported the bill as tend¬ 
ing to cause the parochial duties to 1^ per¬ 
formed by persons whose indigence^ould 
not disgrace their profession. 

Dr. Laurence objected to the bill, that it 
tended to destroy the principle upon 
which not only ecclesia.stical but property 
in general was tbiinded. He was of opi¬ 
nion, there was no necessity for Icgislath e 
Interference on this subject, and that it 
would be better to leave the appointment 
of curates .salaries to the diocesan. He 
considered it to be a great defect tn the 
bill, tliat it did not apply to lay impro¬ 
priators. 

Mr. Whitbread stated, as a matter of 
complaint, that the bill W'as intended to 
extend to Ireland. This was contrary to 
the understanding which prevailed when 
it was referred to a committee. It was 
with him a very great* objection the 
bill that it gave a discretionary power,to 
t^e bishop. Th^ instances were so few in 
which the principle of the bill could be 
made to apply, that they were not worth 
legislative interference.—^The house then 
divided bn the question, that the bill be 
now read a third nme: Ayes 73 ; NoA 20; 
Majority, 53.—While 8tran«rs were ex- 
cludied, lord PoTchester tendered a ^lause, 
by Yfey of filler, upon which another di¬ 
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vision took place : Ayes 7 Noes 
Majority against the Clause 51. 
bill was then passed, and ordered to ^ 
Lords. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. - 

'J'umlay, June 21. 

[Curates Residence Bill.] On the 
first reading of the Cuintes Residence bUI, 
The Earl of Laudcrdalt rose and shijd, 
that he was determined to oppose the bill 
in all its stages. It was a bill whicii weiH 
to give the bishops an increase of discre* 
tiunar)^ power, which power they weiV 
known already to have abused; so that 
the present bill would only tend to enable 
them to extend that abuse in proportion « 
thqir power was extended. 

The Bishop of London moved. that 
bill be printed. In a day or two, he sbo^ 
propose a day fur the second reading of 
the bill. He should, at pfesent, ofler ‘no 
observations upon what had just fallen firOia 
a noble b&rl, as abundant opportunities 
would occur of arguing the meats of thS 
bill in its future stages. 

[Local Militia Bill.] On the motthn 
that this bill do pass,. 

The Earl of Selkirk renewed his obje^ 
tjpn to the measure. He wished it to ho 
confined to the age between 18 and 25 '^ 
anif thus it w'ould have the eflect of trains’ 
ing the whole body of the youth of Gre& 
Britain to the u'^c of arms. He was anxi* 
ous the bill should be freed from the incon¬ 
venience and dilbculties under which oiiher 
^asurcs of thi.s nature w'ere known 
rf!xperiencc to be liable. • Above all, iw 
wished to abolish the *ballot j with 
view he should move an amendment, to 
omit in the preamble of the bill the wor^ 
'* ahd balloted.” 

Earl Stanhope supported the motion. 
He was desirous the bill should rest ongthe 
principle ^f the militia act, not c«i the 
principlejbf the modern acts. He wished 
it to ajlproach - in its nature to the 
old pom cojnitatus of that great man king 
Alfred:Vhat was the troe ground,^ 
which to Build on a large scale the mcafu 
of defendiit|' the country against inv^mi,. 
the danger of which was more real thati 
many people were disposed to imagian,'' 
Sudh was the kiml of force most likely 
make a solid and secure opposition tolih 
invasion ;cnot your large standing 
Austria, Pruieia, Italy, and ail the old 

j governments, whidi fUl like ninepins 
ore the attack of the F^nch, iud su)^ 
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a^GS; but they w^re hot such a force as 
thought should and might n 9 w be or¬ 
ganized in this country, and on which 
alone it must rely for its defence and secu¬ 
rity. 0 

, Lord Hau'kesbuty observed, that the prin- 
/ciplQofthe old/Mm'was excel¬ 
lent in theory ; hut like most things which 
were very specious in theory, it was most 
.inconvenient and insullicu'nt in practice. 

. ,What the slvile of tlie country now called 
.for was, a force permanent in time of peace 
and of war; and uhich, by providing such 
. permanent means of defence to co-operate 
^..with the already existing force? would 
...provide the means of permanent resistance 
to a permanent danger. He therefore did 
.pot see the use of the amendment. 

- Lord Sidmoulh distinguished between the 
plan of his noble friend (lord Selkirk) and 
that recomineiided by the noble earl. lli.s 
^oble friend was for so modelling the mea¬ 
sure as to mak'e*1t operate in training the 
whole body of the youth of the' country 
to the use of arms. In that plan he wil¬ 
lingly Of quiesced ; but if the amendment 
of Sis noble friend should be rejected, he 
rshould give his support to the present bill, 
as approximating next to that which he 
thought would best accomplissh the object 
which government had in view, and which 
vthe nature of the times made indjs|>ensab']y 
necessary. 

After a few observations from lord Rad¬ 
nor, lord iielkirk’s amciidiuciit was nega¬ 
tived without a division. 

The Earl of Radnor proposed an ainend- 
tnent to secure persons balloted for in (the 
training act, from serving in the local mV\ 
litia. ITiis aincnhment, after a few words 
'4roni lord Hawkesbury and lord Stanhope, 
was also negatived; after which the bill 
was passed. 

■ [Mr. Palmer’s Claim.] The Order of 
the day being moved for the second read¬ 
ing Qf Mr. Palmer’s per-centage bill. 

Lord EJwt rose, pursuant to 4 notice, to 
call the attention of their lord.snips to the 
bill .now before them. He had Itestowed 
ti\uch attention on the natuu.' of Mr. 
Pafiner^s Claims, and on the evidence 
which had been adduced foiWind against 
them. After duo consideration of these 
points, it was his opinion that the wbill 
ought to be rejected, and he should con¬ 
clude with Si motion to that effect. The 
noble lord then went into an examination 
‘pf Mr. I^lmor's contract with Mr. Pitt, 
iirbich he contends'd hitd in view future as 
Weil as pgsteservices. He also asserted. 
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that Mr. Palmer's appointment was during 
pleasure, and only tOcContinuc as long us 
his conduct deserved approbation, and his 
exertions were beneficial to the ]>ublic. 
There «a.s nothing, therefore, in the terms 
of the coniractou which to rc.st the claims 
which Mr. Palmer now advanced. Rc- 
•siilcs, the conduct of Mr. Palmer, in 
.several traiibactions, was of a complexion 
to mcM'it the sevcre.'.t reprobation, and the 
forfeiture of any conditions that might 
have been enteretl into in his favour. On 
this head, he would refer their lordships to 
tA'icvidenec on the table, more particularly 
to that ol Mr. Long, who was, from his 
situation at the time, best enabled to be 
informed of evt-ry particular connected 
with Mr. Palniei’s contract. That evi¬ 
dence wa.s far from spe 'king very .strongly 
iij Mr. Paliiier’.s favour. On the.se grounds 
it Was, be had thought proper to bring 
forward his present inotiovi, and not from 
any private motive of ill-will towards Mr. 
Palmer. His lordship concluded with 
moving that the liili be rejected. 

The Earl of jT/o/m.—My lords; Nothing 
excited b)’ any speech to which I may on 
former occasions have listeiieii in this . 
liou.se, comes near to the degree of surprize 
with which 1 have heard the motion now 
oflenjd for your ado|>ti()n. It is not that 
my in-nd was unprepared for some extra¬ 
ordinary procedure. In a manner wholly 
unprecedented in purliamentnry trunsuc- 
tioiis, your attention was called to this sub¬ 
ject before you could, consi.stently with 
tlic cstablisbed principle of your own 
order, or without; infringing your acciis- 
tonit'd respect toward.s the other house, 
avow any knowledge that tjie matter was 
III agitation. Nay, a body of testimony 
/•ecehred by a (’uminittee of the Commons 
was rc<|ucst.cd from that house at a time 
when it had not cun'ie. to any conclasion 
on the question ; and a Committee of 
your lurd.ships was named to open prtviced- 
ings oil that evidence. This seemed not 
merely strange ; but, couhl one have per- • 
mitteJ oneself to give way to the concep¬ 
tion, might havh been thought to indicate 
a fixed re.solution of crushing the Claim 
of Mr. Palmer, howsoever it should 
circumstanced. One Resisted the' sus¬ 
picion, because it must have ^appeared to 
every body that this case, though not. in 
form a judicial question, was in essence 
strictly so ; and the nice regard of your 
lordships to equity forbad the indulgence 
of a doubt. Vyhat follows ? Your 4>om- 
mitteb give to you the evidence .just ‘-as 
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they receiTcd it from the hoose of com* mi^r farther at present in the house'' of 
mons (in which state, as you well know, commons. Then the chancellor of the 
it is not evidence lor this house), with the chequer starts up; and, without having 
sole addition of a few questions put to Mr. given the least hint of what he was about 
Long; and, upon this foundation, the to do, urges forward that bill which he had 
noble lord who took the lead in your opposed in every prevfnus stage with pro- 
committee recommends to you a conolu- fessed hostility; performs the fiinctioa 
ston from that evidence, diametrically which only appertained to a supporter of 
opposite to that which was deduced from the bill; paases it, and sends it up to US'as 
it by the commoits; and without a hear- sanctioned by the deliberate judgment, of 
ing given to Mr. Palmer, you were moved the house of commons. Wherefore? Be- 
to declare against the justice of his preten- cause, to those who had determined to 
sion to a stipulated participation in great trample on the Claim, it was more desirable 
advantages acknowledged to have b^u that sentence should be passed upon it, 
received and to be now enjoyed by*the than ^tat it should remain to strengthen 
public through bis plan. You know that, itself by its intrinsic merit in public 
previous to the adoption of Mr. Palmer’s opinion ; so it was to be expedited to us, 
plan, the revenue of the Post-oflfice amount- to receive that doom which it was thought 
ed to but aliout 150,f)00/. and you equally 'would lie secured for it in this place. Flat- 
know that, in consequence of his system, taring indeed to this house to imagine that 
it was swelled to the enormous sunP of such a question, a question of private pro- 
1,200,000/. is idle to attempt sayijig, perty and personal justice, would be pro- 
thut a part of this arises from an increased judged here! No othci^j^QQStfiaotion, HfllP 
rate of postage. The noble lords, who fortunately, can be given to these steps, 
have tilled the office of Post-mrif.ter (ie- How might we to look upon those who 
neral, will not contradict me when I assert, have co-operated in such a plan? That ia 
that the acliiitional tax on letters (which a point which 1 leave to your feelings re- 
was a part o( Mr. P<ilmer’.s proposal to the spectively; for it is too painful for inc to 
mitii.'iiei) could not have been borne Jiad press.—So nmeh, my lords, for the preli- 
it not lu en coimu rbalanced by '•onie minarie.?. Now see upon what sort of argu- 
sigiial beiietit to the correspondence of the iiient the motion itself Is recommendira. 
country. I apfie.ii to the oITk iaiyknow- U'he noble loiil docs not pretend tadeny 
ledge oftli'mc noble lords, vi hcmer the tl^f original specific contract entered into 
tardiness anil insecurity of the, post, on its by Mr. Pitt, nor does he dispute the feet, 
oriyiHill footing, had not induced numbers that the advantage reaped by the public 
of mercantile |.eo|.ie, to .send tlu ir letters from Mr. Palmer’s plan has gone far be- 
in. pareel-s by tin: stage coachc.s, in diminu- yond what had been contemplated; but 
tiori of the Post-office revenue, and whe- lie gives you a choice of two solutions to 
tlicr it was not a growing evil ? An addi- away the inference from his admission, 
tional tax on letters would have been only/ tn the first place, he tcllayou that though 
an additional motive for this practice, had it was Mr. Pitt’s intention to grant those 
not the safety and the dispatch provided conditions, they were found irreconciieabls 
by Mr. Palrner’splanforthe, transmissioiwif to the Post-office Act; therefore, Mr. Pal- 
letters made it worth the while of the mer- ,ralr accepted a lower per-ceniage and a 
chants (and indeed of all other descriptions) placo, both to be held at the pleasure of 
to submit to the augmented .impost.—Do I the minister. Mr. Palmer’s invariab^^vas- 
say^oo much when 1 assert, that this whole sertiontmthe contrary, and his l^ud re¬ 
transaction bears a most unfavourable cd- ciamaticn against Mr. Pitt’s subsequent 
lour of a concert which ought not to have conversion of the terms into an annuity 
taken place for such a purpose ? The pro- of 3,0^^. is intiticd to at least as nyich. 
cedure elsewhere wilt eK[)lain my meaning. w«ight/^s the loose supposition now nf- 
The honourable mover (Major Palmer), feredto^u. Must it not, however, silrilse ^ 
who brought foiyard the Claim in another every on«Aa.s the grossest of absurditieajn 

E tace, justly .vinrmed by the steps which Mr. Palmer, that he shoQld gi-atuitoiui^ 
e saw taken here, naturally inferring that waive a benefit assured to him tor life,, in ' 
there was a determination to crush this oitler, without any additional or coippea^ 
Bill, and wisely measuring his own inabi- satory boon, to rest upon the will of ,wi^ 
lity to struggle a'gainst such a combination, soever nyght be minister ? This, too, whan 
dropped his notice for the third reading of he knew Uie irritataim of all the o]M scar- 
thc/bill, and determine^not to urge the vants of the Pogfe-office agaifUt hun, 4br 
* VoL. XI. • • 3 Q 
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lw« pc^li«i<tar{o€>4Bai»gtag;.a branch of succeed, were piqued “in vwiiiysHd- de^ 
thei^,>datyjbetter^4hfcMi th8y had devised feat his hones as w^ as those 
n^ans oi duingw! The point, however, is publicand in this circumstance ItOs the 
etear from that very evidence on which the explanation of the necessity for Mt. Pa}» 
noble lord thinks he can be borne out mer’s being in the Post>office at all. But 
to another conclusion. That Mr. Palmer see what is urged against this gentleman.' 
might be entitled to interfere at the Post- Letters written in the carelessness of con* 
otlice, it was necessary be should have a fidence to his deputy are produced to prove 
place under the Post-master General; a the insolence of Mr. Palmer towards the 
place, we will allow, on the tenure of good Post-master General, and Mr. Palmer's 
behaviour; and a calculated portion equal connivance at frauds. With respect to the 
to the salary of the place was to be de- first, it is never to be forgotten, that Mr. 
ducted from the per-centage. Now, who Palmer conceived himscU^ though ostensi- 
does not see that in reason and justice this h!v under the Post-master General, to be 
deduction could only be understood for as subkantlally independent of any one but 
long as he should hold the place Remove Mr. Pitt; but, as this seems not to have 
him, and you return to the original con- been explained by the Treasury to the 
tract. That contract, it is now said, was Post-master General, there were constant 
not admitted by Mr. Pitt. The contract, jealousies of intrusion on the one hand, and 
niy lords, cannot be denied. It stands fin of contumacy on the other. I am not pal- 
^lear written proof before you. Nothing liaiing the tone of Mr. Palmer's letters, 
but as8umption.s, assumptions of the most because I have no doubt but that he would 
—Wic^vavagant nature, appear against it; and be the first now to condemn their stile, 
that Mr. Pitt should have thought himself though they were addres-sed to one on 
at liberty to impose arbitrarily upon Mr. whom he had such reliance that the senti- 
Palmer a substitute for the conditions (hav- ments seemed not to go beyond his own 
ing secured, on the other hand, all the in- breast; but I positively deny that the sha- 
crease to the revenue and all the conve- dow of an impeachment against Mr. 
tiience to the public) is a matter which Palmer's integrity can be drawn from 
1 lament, but upon v^hich 1 shall not ex- those letters or from the transactions to 
patiate. 1 will only say, it seems as if, which they refer. The noble lord, with- 
when. the stipulated gains of Mr. Paime/f out su^cieiit consideration of the nature 
came to an amount tar beyond' what had of the’' evidence, directly charges Mr. 
been expected, an apprehension arose Palmer with having been privy to the 
that an improvident bargain might appear fabricatioii of false vouchers. Ifow does 
to have been made for the public; to get the case really stand ? In the outset of the 
rid of which imputation, it was expedient business, before aiw thing had got into its 
to annul the bargain by the hand of regular course, Mr. Bonnor, the deputy, 
power. Provident or impravident, it wns advances a sum of money to one of tlte 
a bargain; amt as to the magnitude of ipersons employed in travelling to establish 
the profit to Mr. Pklmer, it could only be the line for the mail coaches.'* That fnan 
proportional to the augmented convenience loses his accounts of the expenditure. Mr. 
of the public. But the noble lord then re- Bemnor cuinot recover the sum from the 
sorts to bis other ground; and he tellsyou,^ office without detailing the articles of 
that whatsoever the conditions might have' charge. He applies, in a letter now be- 
they were forfeited by Mr. Palmer's fore yon (see p. 199), to Mr. Palmer, stat- 
laisconduct in the office; of wjiich mis- ing the hardship of not being repaid %ao- 
bpnduet the noble lord has beeyt pleased ney I>onii,^de laid out in the public service, 
to indicate particulars. I hav^ already Mr. Palmer directs Mr. Hasker, another 
resided the position that any alteration in g*'nfleman ofithe Post-office, to sit down 
tbe'engagement could be afn^ste^’ by Mr. with Mr. Bonnor and calculate what might- 
PaKnc'r’jS behaviour in office, r-her than equitably be supposed the expencOs of tha 
thsit if ho misconducted himself»'he was no man measured by those journles which 
kmgjer to haviT the superintendence of there was proof he had performed, and b'y 
that concern on the good or on the bad the disbursementswhicb the establishments 
management ef which bi%. gains were ma- eilected by himmust Jiave«req«ired. Ibe 
malei'iially to deiiend. It was scourge aocoitrut -so made otit Mr. Palmer passed, 
•n^iligh orar Mr. Palmer, that ^ busi-' Was this done in secret I Why/ then,' 
itm might:-be left to persons, wW bav- should Mr/Hasker# a<-clerk in'-the afficoV 
inf .assected tltat the scbeiae never could have been called >a t Was thare 
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in the trensectioo f 'With whom thendid it if he wanted to:.;expM^ ewl^ dlat^ <hd 
originate? thedepdty. Who was to bfe the Post Master Oetteraf 
loser iftheaccounts^uld not be made op? sented as treating drith suclt hostilltyj 
the deputy. Who furnished the whole state- When I speak of the Post .Maateri6ift«fat 
ment of facts ? the deputy. Yet au accu- (lord Walsingliaai). it is^ith the sehtiraM 
ration made a long time after to the Post- which every man who knows him muS* 
master General by that deputy, in conse- entertain of him ; with the truest re$]wcf 
quence of his having quarrelled with his for his private virtues, and with the obli^- 
principa], of an account’s having been so tion which I must feel in conimoil with 
incorrectly made up, is received from that every other of your lordships, for the in- 
person who did reap advantage from the dcfatigable exertions of that noble lord irt 
business, as decisive testimony against the the committees of this house ; exertions so 
probity of Mr. Palmer, who could not draw important for the security of the rights and 
a possible benefit from the transaction! properties of individuals as to entitle the 
But, says the noble lord, the consciousness noble |ord to the gratitude of the country 
of impropriety is evident from Mr« Pal- for the manner in which he discharges his 
mer’s own expression in one of the letters, functions. That noble lord 1 am cortfi'^ 
that this was the most aukward account he dent, naturally incensed as he has been Ut 
had laid before the board. Who, upon a the language neld by Mr. Palmer, nev^ 
moment’s reflection, (which I am sorry for a moment thought of putting on this 
the noble lord did not give to it), but nlhst matter a construction different from whutr 
perceive, that this phrase was a just rdpse- I have given to it, or would have wishe^^^ 
hension, though* gently conveyed, to the hesitation about the paj^gigotwiMEhe ttfRff”* 
inattention of his deputy. And did the was, that, although thie contractor over-* 
Post-master General, prejudiced avowedly reached the Post Master-General a-t to 
against Mr. Palmer, ever put such a con- the quantum of compensation, there had 
struction upon that letter ? I say he could been a regular bargain; and '4;he good 
not have done it. Jf he had, he must have faith of government was pledged to the 
regarded the whole transaction as fraudii- punctual performance of its part. Is it tojO 
lent. Did ho so ? There Is direct proof much to ask, that in.another bargain ef i- 
againstthc fact: for lord Walsingham in the dently as clear and precise, the same prin- 
evidence acquits Mr. Palmer of haviag any oiple should be observed ? I speak of Mr. 
private interest of his own in malhng up Pq^mer’s contract. If it, no more than 
this account. Had the transaction been the other, was not reduced to a strict 
fraudulent, all the parties concerned in it written agreement, does it become the 
must have been subjected to the deserved British government to quibble like Shy* 
reprobation of the Post Master General, lock, and say " it cannot find the conui- 
Yet Mr. Hasker, one of those who made , tion in the Bond?” Does any body question 
up the account, was so far from being cen- original terms ? Does any body, unlese 
sured, that he has since been promoted to < f^pon assumptions which violate common' 
a situation oftmuch greater trust mid emo- , sense, urge that there* was a subsequent 
lument. He has been, 1 doubt not, be- alteration of these conditions ? Mr. Long, 
comingly so promoted; for, I repeat, theee indeed, is called before the committee to 
was not any thing in the business to excite his opinion of what was Mr. Pitt’s 
even a trantient suspicion of niaHrersa- conception of the engagement. What a 
tion. -Then it is said, that Mr. Palmer strange sort of evidence! But, indeijen-' 
desises his deputy to pass an account dent of the inadmissibility of any tlyng so 
'which he at the same time describes as loose as ssli opinion upon what was anothe^ 
a ahaineful imposition, (food heaveni maa's opinion, I would object to Mr.’ 
would not one suppose that the noble lord Long this occasion, as a person 
reckoned upon our never having read the could n\ be impartial.^ He stands 
documents from which he reasons'; or, fessedly ^erestiw to vindicate the cha^ , 
vdiat is more cfobable, that he never racter of Mr. Pitt fimm having mkde art 
lead them him^lf. What is it that Mr. improvident bargain. I dtmotmdmit itWs* 
Palmer coi^nts shall be paid ? A debt have been an improvident bar^n; 
intailed by the Post Master General had it been even so much so,‘1 my thd' 
through an unfitting interference with Mr. testimony of Mr. Ixing cannot codntertfct* 
Palmer’s contracts; a debt which sconld the intriigsic evidence of the case. * 
not attach on Mr. Palmer; a ■ debt which Long is a man of the highest bottettry and^ 
IVfrePalmorihad bat to rqfose sanctipning, would not say thahw^ch ho dM'imt moat 
• • * 
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strictly think. He gives you, however, Mr. Palmer’s Claim was declared by nn- 
iiothiiig but his suppositions; and 1 have precedented majorities.. It was the tri« 
stathd that his anxiety for the reputation of umph of honest feelihg and a clear sense 
his deceased friend must biass them. He of justice over the most powerful influ-* 
docs not state himself to have been privy once. 1 do not bid you seek examples 
to the trausactiod; and how should he, elsewhere. This house has been honoured, 
when he was not in office at the time of and justly honoured, by the public, for 
the contract, and therefore, could at best the equity with which it has always pro- 
but speak to the afler-thought of Mr. Pitt f tected the interests of individuals. The 
Why did not you examine the reverend appearances on this occasion are quite 
Prelate (the bishop of Lincoln) who Wiis novel, and they arc also quite intelligible., 
then Mr. Pitt’s secretary, or the president 1 will only say u[»on them that, if for the 
of the council (earl Camden), whose non- calamity of the country a means were to 
attendance on this question I cannot but Ijp devised tor lowering the house of lords 
remark and most pointedly regret ? You in''general estimation, nothing could be 
knmv that the business passed through their more,cflectual than that there should be on 
hands; di<l you fear that their answers a question of justice such a display of 
would not be favourable ? Why did you preparation us has now taken place, and 
not demand of Mr. Palmer himself expla- that the management should prove suc- 
natioiis where any were wanting? Y^ju cessftil.—Forinyown{)arr,tota!lyuncou- 
wtll say, that he was a party and iiiadmis- iie-ted w'ith Mr. Palmer, my support is 
sible. Then so was Mr. Pitt, equally no injlifcnced by no other motive tbati the 
irtterft'^ted by his pride than Mr. Pal- merits of his Claims : for 1 declare to 
mer was inlfus"’profit, similarly to be noble lords, that 1 never in ray life stood 
rejected as a witness if you go upon that forward in defence ol'a measure in which 1 
principle, but most of all to be rejected was so strongly convinced of the justice of 
if his testimony is to be given through Mr. its basis, or felt a greater desire to see 
Long. I repeat, then, that Mr. Long's evi- that Justice done. If the noble baron had 
dence is nothing. Yet, and I intreat you to studied the evidence with the same atten- 
observe this, the gainjng this opinion from tioii that I have done, 1 am satisfied he 
bim was thought of so much importance as must, of necessity, have come to the same 
to make it for that alone necessary to call coiiclqjiion. Great injustice has been done 
him before the Committee of this house, to Mr. Palmer, in the manner in which 
Why was not the evidence which he gave the bill has .been brought forward. Your 
before the Committee of the house of lordships have not the whole of the case 
commons deemed sufficient, as well as the before you, and consequently have not the 
rest of the documents ? Why ? because means of coining' to an impartial decision 
this opinion was not contained in it; ar^d upon it. To ailord you that opportunity, 
it was necessary to seek it by a leadi^ 1 shall move that your lordships do now 
question in the .committee of this house irKi^djouru. By adopting this motion, you 
and that is the single new light attempted will avoid coming to a decision upon the 
to be acquired by the personal exami- question, and leave the principle of the 
nation of Mr. Long. In short, a colour, bjil upet^to future discussion, 
howsoever slight, was thought quite sufli- J.ord Hatrotsby felt himself perfectly 
cient for what was to be managed here.’ willing to allow, that a positive bargain 
—My lords; in the whole of this business had been made in the first instance be- 
there is the most unfavourable appearance tween government and Mr. Palmer, tand 
of combination. Ministers appea*-to have he thought that tio imputation of unfair- 
been galled by a defeat in tl[e other ness ouglit to rest upon rainisters.for not 
house. They have even acknowledged c-.-Iiiiig upon,ilord Camden and the bishop 
their vexation, and have extrq'^antly of Lineoin fi)r their evidence, since alt 
tax^d the decision as the resul^of party' they could possibly relate would onljf' 
inanagenient .against them. ilWhat of roiinrm what there-wae no intention ofl 
phrty is thercrhi such a question; what of disputing, namely, the actual existence of 
manageia^^ The question was nut carried the contract; but though-he fully ad> 
by surprise. Ncver> perhaps, wa.s a sub- mitted that this bargain hadbeen originally 
ject m thoroughly debated before. If 1- cojncluded> still he must express himself 
aor not misinformed, there were^nine dis- decidedly of o|Hnion, that the subsequenh 
wsaions, and five divisions on this matter conduct of JSfr. Palmer im'oifioe, and his 
IK tlae hou8v» of cotnmovis, in all of- which ' acceptance of $,0p0i. per siuiuBi, mosWbe 

«» • » II 
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coasidered as a tbrfettuie of his claims measure of such conseqaence, as this 
upon government, and an implied acknovv- with so naimh ifyustlce, as to declare theii* 
lodgment upon his •part, that such forfei- opinion without knowing what the mate-* 
ture had been justly incurred, and that ho rials are on which it sliould be built. 
assented to the mcamres afterwards adopt- though it looks very well to see noble 
ed. Indeed, the noble lord said he must lords coming to the iutusc with blue 
consideriVlr. Palmer in the present in- book-, [the Kvidence printed was bound 
stance to have submitted too hastily to in blue] under their arms, yet it is not the 
the undigested advice of his friends when haring the books under their arms that 
be consented to the revision of these will convey the contents to their heads, 
claims. It would have been more politic, Ilow should their lordships be conversant 
in all respects, to have suffered them to with a mass of papers which they have 
rest quietly in the state to which former scarcely had time to open For myself, I 
arrangements had reduced them. There have nut yet received it, and tlie only notice 
W'erc many objections to the further that has been given me, has been by a 

gress of this bill; but, did there exist no Circulitr Letter from the honourable mover 
other than respect for the memory oT that of this Claim in the other bouse, entreating 
illustrious statesman (Mr. Fitt) by whom me, in cominoii wiib the rest ofyour lord^ 
this question lud been previously disposed ships, not to decide upon this case, without 
of, the noble lord said, he should feel understandrng its merits and reading tho 
himself bound to op|)ose this bill.—wnolc of the lividence la'U bcli>rc me. 
noble loid then proceeded to commeiu Can any noble lord reconcile it to his con* 
very largely upon the printed evidenSe, science to turn a deaf car t o snch 
and contended that Mr. Palmer had tor- peal to his justice and Ma,iy|l!jl TT snail 
feiitd all pretension to the original bargain, iherefure cei lainly support tho motion of 
and diat, by his aeci'ptanee of tlie 3,(XX)l adjournimaiU 'Mr. Palmer is accused of 
a year, he ha ! yicldcil up hisl'laim. Upon misconduct in his official situation. Now, 
a'mature con-ideraiion of the lihse, there- where is the evidence to suj port such n 
foie, he could not, consi-.h iitly with liis charge? There is not one tittle to justify 
duiy, or tlie respect heowtd the character even a supposition of such a nature : on 
of .\Jr. Piti, act otheiuisc th-an oppose the contrary, the wlTole of the Evidence 
any furthei entertainment of this biU. jjroves Mi;. Palmer’s conduct throughout, 
hold k/ikinc .—1 shall not attempt to to have been that of an honest man.— 
say tli.it all the ininulia; of the Evidence .Sdftie of the noble lords say that Mr. 
of tins elaboi ne tase are in>w fresh in Palmer, by accepting the 3,000/. per 
my ineiiiory, but, my loids, here is aninnri, gave up his claim to the original 
the tlpiniuii given by me in my profes- stipulations. Now, that Mr. Palmer never 
sional capacity some years sni e ; and cun.sider«^d it in th it light is indisputably 
thus far 1 w'ill say, that this Opinion wns pVv-d by the Evidence and his letter 
formed and delivered upon the most stri t^^t^iiten at the time to a noble loid (carl 
investigation, and the* most serious and ('.imden.) And froqs ^ir. Pitt’s own 
patient I'onsiderution; and 1 will pledge conduct, it is evident he never considered 
my honour as a peer, and my character |is the* Claim to the iM*nefits of the CuiUract 
a lawyer, on the soundness of its basis and as twaved by the .-icceptaiice of the 3,000/. 
the correctness of its doctrine. And 1 am 'a year, JVIr. Palmer was obliged to accept 
the more convinced of Us Iusticewdien I see* this allowance in the year J7<)3 ; and in 
subscribed to it the names of such great 1797 he applied to Mr. Pitt to have a(%m« 
men, that 1 hardly dare name myself in mittee ai^ointed to investigate hi^ case, 
comparison. My lords, here is the opi- Why, th^-n, if Mr. Pitt had considered the 
nion of my lord Mansfield^ one of the originM agreement as cancelled by Mr. 
judges. And I most sotemnly declgre that Palnicnt acceptance in 1793, would* hn 
I wish Mr. Paimei^mignt stand or fall by not bav\saul, upon this application in 
the opinion of Ae * other eleven. I %m 1797, "why, good God, sir! what do * 
confident that^^y few of the noble lords, you mean r You gave npoilyaor-preteiiiM 
who oppose^tins bill, know any of the facts siom to my bargain, by your acceptance. 
relating to its qjierits, and 1 almost fear of.S,000/. a ycar^in 1793.”—Did IM r. P^ti 
that they have been prejudiceJ and are say so ? No, he granted tlie request; 
determined to act according to th|i die- then, it is evident, mat he considered tfae 
tates of that prejudice : 1 do, therefore, case as Mr. Palmer and every one else 
cwqure the noble lorib not to treat a did. Although bj^ the law laid down in 
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the case of " Wilkinson against the Com- thing more than a^ume^.i^opi^ijPns.upoti 
BKittioners of the Navy” tt vras decided, unascertained facts, ^pon . the whole,' 
that those who acted merely as the ser- therefore, his lordship' thought , the bill. 
▼Bnts of the executive government were was of a nature totally new in parli^ 
not personally bound by their engage- mentary history, and such as that hoyse 
meats, but that tl^ performance depended could not consistently maintain., 
entirely upon their own honour and good Lord Stanltope having called the atten- 
fiiith, yet for the honour of our government tion of the house to the real question be- 
those contracts have ever been held fore them, said, he should agree to the 
sacred and inviolate; whenever it was ne- adjournment of the debate. Mcause he 
cessary to decide upon a bargain of such wanted more information upon it. The 
a nature, when disputed, the circumstances noble and learned lord on the woolsack 
were not stifled, as in this case, but it is had attacked the opinions of the lord chief 
the constant practice of all Public Boards justice of the Common Pleas, the attorney 
to come to issue upon the facts, and ^lH.eral, and other learned persons of 
thereby give cognizance to courts of jus- great weight in this country, with more 
tice. Why, then, do not the noble lords virulence and asperity than even he hira- 
send Mr. Palmer’s Claims to a similar tri- self had ever done when he was accused of 
bunal, and let him have justice done him libelling the Judges, and charged with 
by a jnry of his countrymen ? This is all calling one a great blockhead. He was, 
he desires, but this he is refused ! And ho^’ever, as happy in being forced to de¬ 
fer what reason ? Why, the whole world fendahe Judges as he should be in defend- 
must sec that his majesty’s ministers know iiig the Bishops on sonic future occasion. 
““tW(f"\icak«¥5»«.a£!!,*‘eir defence, and there- Uis decided wish was to submit a question 
tore take upon themselves the disposal of or two to the Judges for their opinion, 
it, lest they should be exposed ifl.thcy were before the matter should be finally de- 
sent elsewhere ?—^The bargain has, upon cided. Without, therefore, giving any 
Mr. PalnKn'’s part, been most honourably opinion of^iis own at present upon this 
fulfilled: the government alone has failed, case, he could not see now justice could 
and if the noble lords thus attempt to get be done to the individual on the one 
rid of a measure wliieh they are afraid to hand, or to the public on the other, with- 
investigatc, they commit an act as unjust out first having the Opinion of the Judges 
as it is impolitic. ' upon tK.3 subject; for these reasons he sup- 

Lord Wahingham. observed, thst he he!d ported the motion of adjournment, 
the situation of Post-master General at The Earl bf Badnor observed, that as the 
the time of Mr. Palmer’s suspension from merits of Mr. Palmer’s plan had been so 
the Post-office, and that the cause of such clearly pointed out by noble lords who 
suspension was the contumacy and insub- spoke early in the'debate, he would not 
ordination of Mr. Palmer. He was detain the house by insisting further upon 
opinion, that Mr. Palmer’s conduct whiTfi. .that which appeared to be universally ad- 
in office was extrenjely reprehensible, and knitted. With respect to tli§ bill under 
that the pension he at present enjoyed discussion, he had to observe, that the sum. 
was fully adequate to the services he had claimed by Mr. Palmer did not amount to 
rendered. ~ « a fortieth part of those emoluments which 

The Lord Chancellor entered into a de- < had accrued to the country confessedly 
tail of die circumstances of Mr. Palmer’s through the medium of his genius and abi- 
app^intment and dismissal from office, lity : and, really, in the &ce of a fact iiko- 
and cootended, that while he coikinued to this, he could not bomprehend how jllie 
be the servant of the public it ^uld not Cl^im of Mr, Palmer could be resisted upon, 
be contended but that he was ’'entitled the ground of his unworthinesa. Much 
to remuneration for his service^ but had been sales' respecting the misconduct 
hevyig been dismissed from that^rvice, of Mr. Palmer, butlie would ask, to what. 

. in'hisjudgment, he was no longp entitled did«t amount? ^1^ 1*^ '^he smallest de- 

to claim thh^remuneration under the gree throw any unpeachment tqion his 
agreement In *mie8tion. With respect to honejrty? So far frpm it, tha^^tbe nobte 
the 'Opinions of the chief justice of t^e lords who suspended him, declare in their 
Cchsmon Pleas, and of thel^ttomey general evidence before us,, that they never had; 
and others, whiqhbad been handed about, the slightest reason to 4oubt his personal 
and stated as favourable to Mr. Palmer’s integrity. If the noble lords .conceive,d, 
elabn, he considered that these were no- diatMr. Palmer had actefl with contunjta^y. 
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ahd- diaob^iende towards them, ^ey 
wer^ certainly ju^ififd in discharging him 
but'thai distnission bad nothing whatever 
tcrdo with tlpe Agreeihent before the house, 
which related simply to the price which 
the government had stipulated to pay Mr. 
Palmer Ibf his Plan. This Agreement was 
admitted; and whatever quarrel had after¬ 
wards arisen could not possibly justify the 
government in retaining the plan, and 
'paying the projector any price they might 
find convenient to set upon it. No mis¬ 
conduct of his could bear them out in a 
breach of contract such as this; and h* 
was decidedly of opinion that Mr. Palmer 
held his right by so incontestable a tenure, 
that had he even been convicted of felony, 
the government would still have been 
bound either to have paid the price they 
had originally agreed for, or, on failure 
of that, to have relinquished the benefits 
of the plan. • 

Lord Redesdale opposed the motion, and 
after going over many of the circumstances 
of the case to prove that Mr. Palmer had 
no just ground of claim, declared that it 
concerned the dignity of the Imuse that 
the bill should be gut rid of as sphedily as 
possible. 

The house then divided on lord Moira’s 
amendment.—Contents, 10 ; Non-Con- 
tents, 34.—^The original que.stion. That the 
bill be rejected, was then put, and^greed 
to without a division. » 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 

Tuesday, Jtine 21. i 

[West Indies.] Mr. Eden enquired, 
whether it wasthe intention of his majesty’s 
ministers to found, on the report of the 
committee on the state of the West India 
trade, any measure except that ofithe di». 
tillation worn sugar that oad been already 
before the house. 

The CharuxUor qf the Exchequer replied, 
that the Distillation-bill was not the only 
measure calculated to relieve the West 
India merchant. The lowering of the du¬ 
ties on coffee, and the increasevofthe duties 
<ni brandy, would have similar tenden¬ 
cy. It was not in'the contemplation of 
ms majesty's m^jsCers to propose ahy 
other measureainhe subjedt.^ 

BorA^pfTthen gave notice of a mo¬ 
tion on Thursday, respecting i^e state of 
the Wes^ India commerce'.' 

[Scotch JupicaTuas The house, 

went into the fdrther considemtion of the' 
Scoleh judicature bilh ^ill being re- 


committed, Mr. Hoiiier. objected.,fo thik 
clause enacting that no appeals should hh 
permitted from the interlocutory judgmentiv 
of the Court of Session, without the consent; 
of the Court of Ordiuancy. In this opinion- 

K,. U.. _tT_1 


ral for Scotland, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. After a long conversation, 
sir S. Romilly proposed an amendment to 
the clause enacting that appeals should 
not be permitted, in the following words : 

" except where there is a difftM-ence of 
opinion among tlie jmiges.” The Solicitor 
General opposed the amendment, but after 
some further conversation between sir SL 
Romilly, the Solicitor General, and the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, it was agreed 
to*—Mr. Homer objected to that part of 
the clause which allowed an appeal where 
an interlocutory judgment might become 
final, and moved that 
clause should be expunged. After a tew 
words from the Lord Advocate of i^otland 
and Mr. Af>ercromby, the words were ex¬ 
punged.—Mr. Horner next proposed, that 
the commissioners for inquiring into the 
regulations aiid the proceedings of the 
courts in Scotland, apd reporting how fW 
they might admit of the introduction of 
the trial by jury in civil causes in Scotland, 
sh^ld be appointed by parliament, and 
not by the crown, and that they should 
report to the houses of parliament. This • 
amendment was opposed by the Lord Ad¬ 
vocate of Scotland, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and the Solicitor General for 
Scotland; and was supported by Mr. Whit- 
HKead and Mr. Tierney, when a division 
took place in the cothmittee: For the 
amendment 12; Against it 44. Mqjo- 
rity 32.—^The report was ordered to be 
rec8ived to-morrow. 

[Assessed Taxes Bill.] The house went 
into a committee on the Assessed Ti^^ces 
bill. Several new clauses were progeaed, 
and severhl amendments of omission end 
insertion jnttde. Mr.Wardeli, ase check-, 
upon v^atious surcharges, moved that 
inspectoK^ould state the grounds of ilwd 
surcharged the certificate, so as to easDle^ i 
the party tAcome prepare d to m eetjb .¥a<^j 
riotts cases of vexatious 
stated from both sides of the 
neoeraity ofsome specificyition wasaHa w^ -'! 
and an mnendment calculi^d to 
the purpo^, was agreed to. I, the h^fbigeitt.'^i 
also si^ested tlmt. !p^on& suri^krged'* 
should be required 4o |p$wer orf oath only 
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to the particolar object of the tarcbarge, 
and not generally to swear to the correct- 
Aess of the original return in every point. 
After some explanation, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer expressed his intention to 
take this case ii^to consideration, and to 
apply, such remedy as the case should re¬ 
quire.—Another amendment was proposed 
by Mr. Wardeil, for reducing the exces¬ 
sive penalty ot' 5001. on vexatious surchar¬ 
ges, to a more reasonable and practicable 
amount of fine, and for having that amount 
levied directly by the commissioners, in¬ 
stead of making it the ground of a tedious 
suit at law. On the suggestion of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the '{lenalty 
was fixed at 10()/. On the other part of 
the clause the amendment was witiulrawn, 
on the suggestion of Mr. W. Smith, who 
proposed the postponement of the clacse, 
to aflbrd time fur considering an adequate 
remejrV. The question being put on Mr. 

, ipqtion. a division took place: For 
the postponement 21 ; Against it 63. 
Majority 42.—On a proposition of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer *to appoint 
special cc>mmissioners or inspectors general 
to superintend the decisions of appeals, 
Vith a salary of 600/. a year, with travel¬ 
ling expences and allowances for clerks, 
&c. a discus.sion arose, some thinking the 
appointment unnecessary. Upon a division 
the numbers were: Ayes 58 ; Noes^^lS. 
Mmority 43. 

The other clauses were tlien agreed to, 
and some new clauses were added. 


HOUSE OF LOROS. if 

Wednesdt^, June 22. 

rCuKATEs’ Residence Bill.] The Duke 
of Rutland presented a petition from cer¬ 
tain of the clergy of Leicestershire, against 
the provisions of the Curates* bill; 'and 
lord Brownlow presented a similar petition 
on J^e part of the clergv of Lincolnshire. 
-«.Qrdered to lie upon the tablq. 

llie Earl of Lauderdak renem'd his ob¬ 
jections against the bill. It wat^ a bill of 
ntmost consequence, both as iyiffected 
jNEMefty and the established cht^b; and 
all, it went to extend /ite power 
the bishops, who already p^essra too 
nHWb." IttWMn'pioreover, brought into the 
home, at so late a period of the session, 
it was impossible to^ve it a full and 
mimite coasid^tien. It was yet only read 
the first tmw ^ . 

L Inrd JHbhhndimrfectly cekicided in the 
nbaomtioiu of itobla ineadi 


32, {Stf 

The Archbishop of CaMerhtry observed 
that the prints of tfaq hill were not yet on 
the table; but when they aiere, and 'he 
hoped it would be to-morrow, he should 
theq, for then only would it'be regular, 
move that the bill be read a sscond time 
on Friday. '■ 

The Earl of Lauderdale complained of 
I die shortness of the notice, and ugsiin en¬ 
tered more fully into the mischieuius.con¬ 
sequences of the increased power which 
it would confer on the bishops ; only one 
of whom, he believed, would be ibund to 
I'ave the spirit to opposi: it. 

'^xird Harrawby called the noble lord to 
ordg**, as allowing himself to degenerate 
into personalities. 

The Earl of fMuderdale denied that he 
was out of order ; and said, that he should 
take the next opportunity afforded him of 
proving that he meant nothing persona) to 
tbc*most reverend prelate who had spoken 
on the present occasion. 

[Bank op Ireland.] The order of the 
day was then moved, for the house to re¬ 
solve itself into a committee on the bill fur 
renewing the charter of the Bank of Ireland, 
and lord'Clrcnville, who was to have made 
a motion on the subject, not being present, 
a conversation ensued between the lord 
chancellor, lords Holland and Stanhope, 
respet^ing the propriety of discharging, 
or pa^.;ing over, the order of the day, 
when 

Lord Grenville entered the house, and 
soon after ro.se to make his motion; but 
first presented a petition from the catholic 
merchants and bankers of the city of 
Dublin, praying that they might not be 
excluded from acting as directors and 
governors of the Irish Bank<j which peti¬ 
tion was ordered to lie on the table. The 
n'lble lord then began by apologising for 
the delay which he bad unintentionally 
been the cause of, and proceeded to open 
the proposition which he should have the 
honour of submitting to their Inrdtfhiptf: He 
begged leave, in the first place, to observe 
that the house was going to legislate on a 
matter respei^tin^ vraich they were wholly 
in the dark; the tdtarter which they were 
^ing to renew, not so^much as being be- 
rore them, ttor even lBte\srms upon which 
government were prepaTedto grant the 
raVour of that renewal. ^*The charter 
was to be reneVred forr above twenty- 
years, and what was the retonl* to be 
madtfto ^yertiiment for the eoAcet^idn ? 
'Hie bank' df Ireland was to tend' one 
mtllioii and a half to gotenunent^Yt * 
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■ htghef ii^1%i?est'iifa^^goTerMiettt borrow9d| 
money at to tfa}»>:i»untry ; and the bank 
was, moreorer, to manage the publk debt 
of Ireland./ Now. what was the expencc 
of managing that debt ? It appeared from 
official dwumetits, that it did not amount 
“^^000# per annum ; so that, for the sum 
of 8(0001. government granted that to the 
hitok which he was confident that many 
Jpriwite individuals would advance ten 
times the sum for. 'J'hu bargain, there* 
fore, was, in the first place, most improvi¬ 
dent for the country. lie should next 
proceed to consider more immediately ^It!^ 
questiun to which he was anxious to call 
the attention of their lordships. It ^’as a 
question by no means of the magnitude of 
the question of the Catholic Claims; nor 
was it, in his mind, at all connected with 
the grounds and reasons upon which t^ai 
great question was professed to be opposed. 
On a recoitsidciution of these grounds, fte 
might for a moment bring himself to say 
that they were just, liberal, and politic, 
when compared with the reasons for 
which the claim he was now going to make 
in the name of the catholics, to be 
resisted. On the general question it w-as 
said, that by granting the higher claims 
of the catholic.s, you would confer upon 
them a dcgiee of political power pliich 
might he incump ilibic with the s/curity^ 
of the cuiistitution in church und state. 
But by allowing them to act as directors 
of the Bunk, yon gave them no degree of 
puliuf'ui power ; lor it w'ii.« not with the 
bunk of Inland as with that of England : 


ships f o ii^Qce them iib 
which he shculd now sobmit.to iheir,cqa,iip 
deration. ,The noble lord then cppcln^i^t 
with moving. That it be an insirpt^^^ 
the committee upon theebtll, that m 
make distinct provision for admitting .^|e 
catholics to hold and exercise the 
of director and governor of the bank.'.t^ 
Ireland. 

Ijord Hawkesbury ojJtposed the motion, 
on the grounds he had already so ofteit 
insisted upon. It had already abundantly 
appeared to be the sense of government 
and of parliament, to make no further con* 
cessioift to the catholics of Ireland at -the 
present moment. Indeed, he would go Sfi 
far as again to repeat, that he should maim 
his stand on the law as it stood at ttw . 
unjun. What-had been conceded up 
that period he was ready to abide by j 
any thing further he would opposs 
man could dimy that admission^ 
office of bank directors 
ence, which influence would generate po> 
litical pow<:r. If, thorelbrc, parlj^m^ 
was wise in opposing claims of higher and 
more extended power, they would act 
with equal wisdom in opposing the pre^, 
sent claim, which, if granted, must have 
the tendency it was the desire and deter* 
inination of jjarliainetit to counteract; for 
tflese reasons, he must oppose, the motion^- 
lord Erakine contended that their lord* 
ships, by refusing the proposition of his 
noble friend, would violate the spirit and 
meaning of the act of 171)3. By that sta- 
I line it was particularly provided, that all 


with government as the bank of England 
had. Beside^, not only ilitiercni sects, but 
men of ditlbrcnt religions were admitted 
as directors of the bank of Engird. I|i 
Jreland, however, yon would exclude those 
from that distincthon, who formed the 
larger portion of the monied interest of 
Irekyid, and who possessed the greater 
share of the commercial capital of Ire¬ 
land. You thus deprived them of the 
means of managing their otfn property, 
than which nothirm cpiftd be mope un¬ 
reasonable ; you ft far di.scourage them 
iirom entrusting^Ajpeir property to (he 
Irish funds,—tbpinvhich nothing could be 
more unwisc;^lmd impolitic, lliere was 
no point of view^ under which it was possi¬ 
ble to consider such an exclusion, in which 
it must not appear to every unprejudiced 
mind, illiberal, unjust, ungrateful, and im- 
polj^c. The^, he truste^, would be sofiS.* 
cicntl'y powerful motives with theit lord- 
Vot. XI, 


the bank of Irelutul bad no connection C\holics might be elected to the offices 


Ldfevery lay corporation,,any statute or 
' bye law to the contrary notwithstanding, 
excepting the University of Dublin. His 
loixlship argued, th.it at the time the stn* 
tutd was framed, the legislature must have, 
had in their contemplation charters also; 
but bv their omitting to mention tbkt; 
word, m hi^ opinion (be might be wrong)^ 
Catholics Could not be admitted under we = 
old charter to the different offices of .tb%; 
Bank oi^reland. But the very reason, ttor 
urged,' that the legislature had. 
extended Vis right to Catholic proprietM^ 
of the Bailt, under the old charteirf <beV^- 
cause the charter havin^ntrasdjr besm- 
grsintcd before that act of parliamest^^,.' 
was not consistent for the legislature; 
agreeable to Magna Cbjarta, 
should al^ or destroy & charter viliiM.' 
they had already'grantedi if gn^'iatoa- 
would seriously attyid to tite pteamblit-d£* 
this act of 1793, he w^Id find that it was 
SR 
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ijnuioubtedly the intention of parliament, 
to do that which was now requested by his 
noble friend. And when he considered, 
that at the time of Uie union, the Catholics 
possessed every ijright which could apper¬ 
tain to them by this act of parliament, 
he must say it would now be a violation of 
such rights, on the part of the legislature, 
if they did not adopt a clause of this de¬ 
scription.' With respr-ct to Catholic Eman¬ 
cipation, he might possildy be misunder¬ 
stood ; it bad been said, that his conduct, 

, upon a late occasion, was incoiLsistcnt with 
the opinions which he had formerly deli¬ 
vered upon this subject. Hut he would defy 
> any man to fix upon him l he stain of incon¬ 
sistency. His conduct now was exactly 
the same with that he had pursued upon 
t^l former occa.sions. The Catholic Q^es- 
‘tion was one upon which he had not made 
np iis mind—it was one concerning 
he did not possess that information 
wTiTclTTn^^iflWte''friends did ; tor in the 
^course of his attending the other house, he 
did not recollect that he wa? (Vice present 
.At the discussion of the Catlmlic claims. 
With this view of the subject, it wa»now, 
and always had been, his opinion, th.it 
■their claims should be examined-into, in 
order that be might' sec, before he voted 
one way or the other, how far it might be 
beuehcial that their requests should he 
complied with. It was on the.se groAuds 
that he had voted w ilh liis noble friend 
that a committee should Im- appointed to 
■examine into the prayer of their Petition. 
But bad his noble friend, or any other 
jQiOblc lord, proposed that tlie.sc coiufes- 
sious should be gianted without iiiqu'i^y<i^ 
ho. should have ^-refused his assent. It 
-might be wrong, but at the same, time, he 
.must allow he did entertain a prejudice 
-against the Catholic religion. <.>f all the 
obstacles he could imagine, he knew df 
acne more injurious to the progress of 
^Christianity than popery; but it was now 
ino hiore; fortunately it had^unk from 
^(cn-sive sway over the disppsilions of 
■.mankiad. It had been long cor^atedby 
hhinan endeavour, and what wi.sdoni 
,|idd geniu-s of ages could not A'iTect, was 
at last brought about, apparwtly by the 
Aaterpcatfwi^^Nif God’.s providence. He 
..considered the Catholic claims, at Jlhis 
in particular, as dqpanding our most 
.fornest negard; and if it should be found 
i^ght to grant them these privilege.^, it 
vivould better become us to d^ so, wifeii 
couldoperform an 'net of genc- 
toilty. This country, in his opinion, was ' 
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never in so perilous asUuatiOn; there might 
be a calm now, but vnf should do well to 
consider that it might be succeeded by a 
dreadful stonn. It we lookeO at the con¬ 
duct of Bonaparte towards Spsin, il must 
raise the horror of every man *?*’bo had a 
spark of feeling for his fellow createrco. 
If wc considered his most atrocious ai.d in¬ 
fernal treatment of the Spaniards, we ml^jht 
think that even the vengeance of Ilvavel' 
must speedily overtake him. But he was 
induced to believe that liis vicious career 
might be permitted to go on, audit would 
*bvconic us, by every means, to unite and 
conciliate our fellow subjects at home, in 
ordM- that wo might be better able to meet 
the worst au»l be supplied with every iic- 
cewary defence. 

Lord llarrouhy begin by saying, that 
a{jtiiotigh he could nut presume to follow 
tha noble and learned lord through hh 
lllgal opinions, he could not refrain from 
remaikiiig, what appeared to an unlcarni'd 
mail something like a rontriulictiun. lie 
had stated that the bank direction was 
not opened, nor meant to be 'opened, to 
the cmt^lics by the act of 179), and had 
nevertheless agreed that refusing to open 
it to them now would be a breath of pub¬ 
lic faith. iJow did be explain this ? Why, 
he asserted that the only jiossible ground 
upon\vhich the parliaiiuut of 1793 could 
have oiniltcd to ojien it, must have been 
the persuasion that it could not have been 
opened without a violation of the Bank 
charier then suhsistiiig. Upon this point, 
with all due respect lor the legal opinion 
of the noble and learned lord, he was in¬ 
clined rather to bow to the legal opinion of 
the noble lord on the woolsack, who assert¬ 
ed thatparliamentmight at that time,during 
|hc old pharter, and might at any future 
time, during the prolongation of the charter, 
remove the restriction upon the admission 
of catholics, without any violation of the 
contract , and he was confirmed ia this 
opinion by recollecting what parliament 
had frequently done with respect to other 
charters, atpl imiticularly to the charter 
of thg East India coiiqiaiiy. It being, 
then, far from clear iRsit this opinion was 
the only ground upsjj parliament 

had nut given this prnll^e in 1793, it 
remained at least as probaii!^ that it was 
not then given, because p^liament did not 
then intend to give it ; and there was an 
end «nt once to the supposition of any 
breach of faith in refusing it now.—The 
uoble lord then stated, that in the shag^ in 
which the question was brought befoi'a 
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their |ord8hi{]^ (lofif, 

Grenville), it waslimiiossibJe to consider' 
the propose in any other light, than af the 
grant oi" a {fivilege of which'the catholics 
were not mw possessed, and they were 
driven to Aiscuss, upon that suppo.sitionx 
— the expe^enev of granting it. Before he 
gavh his'reasons against granting it, he 
beg^d leave to state, that if it should turn 
j^t^^pon a legal discussion, that it had been 
already granted, he should lie as decidedly 
adverse to the revocation of it, as he was, 
under the present circumstances, to confer 
it. He wished not only that no pri\ 
should be refused which the Catholtos 
could, by any fair construction of tbcglaw, 
be now slated to possess, but that every 
act which had been passed in tbeir favour 
should not merely stand as a dead letter 
on the statute-book, but should be exe¬ 
cuted in the spirit of liberality and edh- 
ecssion which led to its eiiactiucnt. *1-Je i 
wished also that all those dilicrences in 
manners and opinions, more powerful, 
and more nearly aiiecting the comfort of 
mankind, than laws themselves, might day 
by day be softened <lown, till they at 
length entirely vanishctl., ]V[ucf^>llust de¬ 
pend upon the conciliating conduct of the 
government, and of the protcntaut gentry 
of Ireland ; and be knew oi'iiotliirig which 
appeared more clearly and obvious!their 
duty than a strict adherence to thia^ line of 
conduct, in every instance where it was 
compatible with justice to the protestant 
interest, whose uniform and diniinguished 
loyalty ought neither to be abandoned nor 
discountcnanced. MoVe, however, must 
depend upon the conduct of the catholics 





to. olfice, it was for j 

eligibility bad no practicaV 'iKh^ 
was the benefit to the catholics.'V.ft ^ 
before those feelings which the mtfei 
situation of Ireland had nifturally geiiet^f^ 
were sofiened down and worn away,f^ 
protestant would see, with jealousy 
distrust, official colleagues forced up^' 
him by government; ill blood and 
content would followj and the contest weghl''- 
oniy be transierred from the exterior 
the interior. I'his was peculiarly a' 
in which the legislature, if it govern^', 
wisely, would not far outstep the tempelir^ 
of the people whom it governed. Conce^ 
sions exceeding those which that teinp^i 
was disposed to grant would produce 
ings not of conciliation but irritation. 
sewned to him, therefore, paturally 
follow, that while the legislature was ofO^i^. 
nion, either that no time could arriveto’m^^ 
further concessions, to the 
their claims, could be ^PSiitcato the”^c4^- 
tholics, or (which was the necessary aHj^I 
the only legitimate parliamentary infiil*- 
rence from their votes) that that time wjstli*' 
not the present, the legislature was bouro' 
m prudence to refuse any branch of tHcSel. 
claims, which might .furnish the means Cf 
eulbreing still greater coiicessiims, befc^ 
the opinion of the country was ripe 1^' 
thyn. The privilege of becoming dir^, 
tors of the bank of Ireland appeared to h)l})i/ 
to tall within this description. He 
perfectly auare that many of the prit^v 
leges which had been granted fell equiiw..' 
wi|tbin it; but with respect to those 
mjVt take the law as we find it. The 


themselves; and it was well worthy of t^ocation of them would not onlv be an adfej 
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their consideration, how tar a continual 
repetition of their claims, without any new' 
ground of argument or expediency, and 
without giving tii\^e for the change of 
those opinions, or, if you please, allaying 
those prejudices, which were adverse to 
theif claims, did not in fact pledge their 
opponents deeper and deeper at every dis¬ 
cussion, and remove to a more distant pe¬ 
riod the accomplishment.of their wishes. 
This matter stood bow sipon a vei*^ difie- 
rent footing fr*^ what it did when ^he 
question was ows^especting the repeal 
of the penal|#(tffi disabling statutes. In 
that repeal*^ was not necessary for the 
government to tonsult. the temper of its 
protestant subjects. No man could have a 
right to complain that he had no longer the 
power of injuring and persecuting his bre- 
^iHu. llie Jaw once paesed, the Iciness 


of gross imprialencc, bdt miless called 
by the misconduct of the catholics,‘sM- 
act of gross injustice. There was, hovi^V 
pver, a material distinction. Those 
folt most apprehensive from what had bt^.C 
granted, must allow, that as far as' rcm^.; 
to appointments by the crown) tbet^ ' 
this st;curit}', that the appointments v^l|illi| 
in that tyanch of the government' 
was esstalially protestant. The pbwifir^fc^ 
election, ^'hether exercised by cort i| a Mfe; 
tions, or w the people at large, 
the law nlw stands, dnl y be fe^e rcliiwj^' 
favour of protestants. ■> 
bank direction to be opened (the telle 
itfnust be i*ecolltcte^, thb pi 

tors), could the cathqli'ci^Jtlvho pos^ 
large prwortjoh of tltotiioBti'neccla^-^ 
rtf freland, be so blind'to their Wrf'il 
diate InteresU (hiiW^vet' an f 
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iQtBNsk dictate » 

dMftrcnt conduct) a$ ttot to sec the adran* 
they Must derive from getting into 
their hands the direction of that great* 
establishment f Would they not follow 
tte example of thCi shipping interest in the 
&uit India direction, and make it an ob> 
jeet to every catholic to become a bank 
peoprietoT for the puipose of influencing 
the election f Here was no check of any 
^b^Bcription whatever, from the crown, 
ihm parliament, or from the existing body 
of directors. The object was evident, the 
means of attaining it easy; the importance 
of the object once attained, he need not 
olie many words to impiess it upon the 
house. The influence of the hank «f Eiig- 
laikl upon the government of this country 
CMuld be no sc'ciet to those who wcic ac- 
^ainted with its hihtoiy. By a singular 
wisdom ill the choice ol its directois, riiat 


fbrniiy been rxefeised in a salutary diiec- 
tkm; had it been otheiwise, the efiects 
must have been cmhai i assing m the ex¬ 
treme ; ^nd inasmuch as they might aiKct 
the public credit, cacii hazardous to the 
public safety. Ele w’as perfectly awaie, 
that what had bcei^ stated by his noble 
Hfiend, as to the dissimilaiity of the mflu- 
e|K» of the bank of England upon tiu* 
mvemment of this country, and that, of 
the bank of Ireland upon the Irish govern¬ 
ment, was not without its weight; but the 
ihfluence differed, in his opinion, not in 
kSlld but in degree. It was not to be expet t- 
edf that so recent an establishment shou/ 1 
dhealdy have acquned the influence whic^ 
l^r the lapse ct a century, was possesset^ 
Iff the bank of £n|^tand; this might, how¬ 
ler, soon increase. In king William's 
lilne our bank already began to be epn- 
gidered as a mam support of the Kevolu-, 
tbn ; and its weight in the last years of 

8 en Anne, against her last administra- 
ii jvas severely felt; whether br the 
lerorforthe worse was not the point, the 
m!dyg[ueation was as to the potver, and 
as 4o the application of it. ^outd it 
tmmtd. however, that the bank n Iieland 
'3&a,ii0'urfiuence on the govcr^ient? To 
It ^PPjy respetf to loans ? 
he negociated all the 
t^ftwrybitlsl The bank. Who formslted 
ajmiM and specie fur thw payment of the 
The same bAnk. He was imt, 
,wre{bre, raising a vague and extravagant 
ittUcm, When be supposed that the iuflu- 
of mAh an est^ishment might have 
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great weij^t wi A the fovermneot, in wlmt 
related to Ireland; an^ he traced thdt be 
was saying nothing invidious, le was sure 
that he meant nothing invidiots, towards 
the catholics, when he supposecethat they 
would avail themselves of thatunfluence 
to further the attainment of objects which 
were m themselves legitimate, and w^ich 
appeared to them, not only advaiifagev->ji8 
to their own body, but to the general pc.>s-i, 
perity of our common countiy. Tliose, 
therefore, who weie of upiiiiun that all 
ought to be done for them now, or, if not 
te-day, at furthest on the moirow, without 
re^id to the feelings of the legislature 
and qf the people, weie right in pressing 
a concession which they must consider as 
a st(‘pping stwne to more. Those who 
were for esci adverse to all fuiihci con¬ 
cession, must, on the same giounds, he 
nicfst anxious to ie‘>ist tins But theie was 
a large c lass of person* t^ho entei tamed 
neither of these opinions; thtie were 
those who thought tint, in the fluctuating 
state of human ailairs, it was not wise to 
pledge themselves to any upinioii which 
no possible ciicumst.inccs w ithin the icmc h 
of comndni foic sight could alter. Theic‘ 
were persons w ho doubted the propiiety 
and prudence of saying to a laige body of 
the people, that no dcgiee of common 
danges.no change in the geiieial senti¬ 
ments cti’tlie nia)onty, no loo!»enmg of the 
foieign hoi •’mgs of the catholics, no piac- 
tical and continued pi oof of their giaiitude 
for benefits lec eived, and ot their active 
loyalty in the defence of their country, 
could ever produce any amelioration of 
their condition ; persons ot this descrip¬ 
tion might, with police t consistency, main¬ 
tain that they would not graiit that which 
'might tend to depiive them of their free 
option tif giant lag oi of withholding the 
1 cmamder. Wei e every thing c Ise granted* 
It would be absurd to withhold this ; hut 
as long as the catholics h.\d further Claims, 
for the attainment ot which they were 
stated to be anxious, and to the attainment 
t * which, on their part, the opinions of the 
legislature lAid fit the countiy were at 
present adverse, if wai^ neither invidiom 
no(, illiberal* but a meriAact of commcHi 
prudence* to decline piac^ in their hands 
an engine of great and power. 

Upon the general question, his lordship 
desired to be considered at giving no opi- 
uion whatever, applicable to all times and 
to an*circHnuteuces; he had wished to 
argue this motion upon grounds entijjyly 
mnep^dent of tke merits ofathe general 


he 
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qa«stion; and* upon 
sbottld give ^18 vottpgMnst it. 

The if LaudirdiJe spoke in favour 
ot the tnotioff proposed by his noble friend. 
He considcjred sevetal of the arguments 
adduced noble lords on the c^ositc 
as syong reasons to induce him to 
app]|v^t this clause being inserted in 
bill, particularly what bad 
^peuustated concerning the gieat share 
winch the Catholics possessed oi the com- 
mei i lal wealth of Ireland 

Lari Stanhope ol)«erved, that by a de- 
claiation which he held in his hand,^it? 
appealed that the Catholics complemy 
icuounced all power whatevei residirf^ in 
foreign (cclcsiastical persons After seve* 

1 il uthei ohsi rvationsj hf concluded 
gii ing his assent to the motion 
1 lit 1 ai I of WLStmordand oppose 
iTioinni on the gcmial giouiids that^ 
fiirfhtr cniiccssiops whatevei should, under 
the prtsfnt ciitumstanccs, be granted to 
the catholics lie was surjinsed to see 
such motions so often biought foiwaid bj 
those who, when they were themselves in 
powti, emplo>cd < very exertioiiijjg dt pre 
c itc and pit vent such discussions' They 
wi)( the leal authors of any ill conse* 
qiunccs which mI^ht arise iiom .i lefusai 
to act etk to such t lainis 

loid Rtdesdalt. could not but repeat his 
foriiui objections to such claims; The 
more we wtie ready to grant^them, the 
more encoui<<gcnunt we gave the tathu 
lies to come foiward with fiesh claims, and 
pel haps to insist upon them The writers 
among the catholiis of Ireland gave re¬ 
peated proofs of what wete their real in¬ 
tentions In a book published by one of 
them, a Mr TVl'kemi i, (w ith whom he be¬ 
lieved a noble marquis opposite was op 
teinis of intimary), it was proposed, that 
provision should be<madc foi the catholic 
clergy out of the property of the esta¬ 
blished church. Was there, then, no aan- 
gei to be feaied foi oui establishments > 
The Maiquis of Buckingham declared, 
that he had not even heard of the publica¬ 
tion alluded to He had be%n fo^ some 
time past a silent dbserver of what passed 
on the subject ofi^catbohes, but bemg 
thus alluded to^^^i^It it his doty to state, 
that he difler^tfin every respect from the 
noble and Ujamed lord as to the conces¬ 
sions which shcAild be made to the catho 
lies of Ireland. Their situation wgf one 
which he had over and over discussed and 
considered, and, on the whole, he 
was satisfieddn bis own Ihind, tfaa» they 




ididold he admitted lo'idt intocleifiile' 
foil participatioii of the constitaHon. ni 
had Witnessed a proof of the loj^Ky ISl 
that body while he had the hotidi;^‘'dl 
being lord lieutenant. 1^ begged thd. i " 
tention of noble lords to the cirtuttii' ‘ 
fui it was worthy of consideration 
evisting circumstances. The house 
recollect, that twenty-six years ^o. It 
land had been not only threatened Wirt 
invasion, but that the hrcnch fleet 1 
been actually off the lush coast for 
purpose of accomplishing that cdijeet.^ 
would be granted that sura a state of thm||l 
was of Itself highly alarming, but the dSEQi 
ger was encreascd ten fold, aye a huiMkjbtj 
fold andwhy^ Because the governmetS 
and the bank of that coontiy were bort 
actually bankrupt at that critical moment 
He* stated it as an midemable fact, thttl 
there was nut a single guinea m the 
suiy to piy the legular foice, whicma||| 
the by e, w as vei y smaUr JKaflBfWfBTlJS 
fom thousand Their lordships woul4 
aiknowledife that this was a trying 
tion ; and, God knows, he felt it so iradgi 
the difiiculties oi the time, but he fras sodb 
relieved from his pecuniaiy distress by tht 
liberal and generou« contribution of tht 
Catholics of Coik, wllb made op the son 
which gov inment wanted Having heard 
of our emharrassmcTit, they volunteered 
noWonly their lives, but actually lent fj^ 
vernment the money, which they cooM 
not get by any other means, or from 
other quarter He thought it due to tu 
loyalty, generosity, and fortitude of <!£ 
Irr h Catholics, to m ike this statement ^ 
[/,iSi*coiintry, and to acknowledge the xi||> 
portaiice of the favour which they h^ 
conferred, for it was of such a nature m 
ingratitude itself cou 14 . not obliterate. 
Thn, be it remembered, took place 20 
years ago, and were we now to repay thgl 
body by a bill of exclusion from the dmrt* 
tiun of tha^ which they had co/nbated*^ 
prop and maintain ^ Before be entered mw 
the question of the bank, and the pifhh 
priety eff idmittmg Catholics to be diretH^ 
tors, heiekged leave to observe, thatj* ’ 
person at*^ bead of the Catholics, vl 
so nobly c^e forward to the rehef at 
salvation of the Irish gQSSMMwpMWas 
peipon dead long since, but whene melniK^ 
sbOitiid not be fqrgotten, he meant 
Geoi^ Gould, an eminent mercha 
that time. Did the Catholics 8hnn|*| 
their allefiance, or act a suspiciotU pt 
he would not hesitDte to stale ik On Aft 
contrary, if Aty chos? to strike a dreadfrS 



and one fatal po' Great Britain, tbny 
, ildght have done it { bat tvhat wax tticir 
induct? It was contained in this answer, 
that they prevented the regular troops 
^rom mutinying, and Vicnt themselves into 
the ranks to oppbse the enemy. The Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland immediately swelled the 
ranks of all the volunteer corps, and in a 
few weeks, he '•hould be more correct in 
‘ paying a few days, they furrued an army 
not only willing to tight, but able to con- 

a oer. The noble marquis then considered 
)c immediate subject before their lord- 
ahips, and contended that the bill would 
only prove a record to future time^ of our 
ingratitude, impolicy, and injustice to¬ 
wards Ireland. 

Lord Grtnville, in reply, observed, that 
no arguments had'been adduced to do 
away the powerful facts vihich had bven 
Rated. When the question of Catholic 
* fem jijicipatioii was brought forward in the 
the Catholics were told 
' it could be better d scu v<>d in an imperial 
pariiaoienl. This was held 014 to them to, 
,gam their roiiseiit to the union, and they 
-Were Utld now that they must not expect 
' to be placed hi a better situation than at 
the union. Was this the way to conciliate 
the people of Ireland ? He was .istoniihed 
bow the noble secretary of slate could 
reconcile such arguments as he had made 
use of to himself; or how it could bct-'X- 
pected that the people of Ireland < ould be 
;^<^oncHcd to them. He felt confident that 
..tijle majority of the noble lords were in 
, ^onr of allowing the Catholic claims, but 
j^y kept back their real bentiineiits. He 
,/W^treatcd of tlumto conic forward, Snd 
' ^dismantle tlifcmjelves of their disguise, as* 

, ibe period was not far oft\vlien they would 
be obliged to do it. It would be like the 
‘concessioas asked by America before the 
iContest; and would any noble lord say, 
tiElR at the conclusion of that contest wc 
' idnold not have been happy to have ac- 

S icced ih ail th^' had asked from us iu 
beginning This case wa.s recent in 
mind of every person, and he wished 
r^^.wam the house against the /^e error, 
not to withhold their favom-s until it 
late, as was the case with 
^meri qfu „ should tKrt judge of the 
orirelam'by*the acts of a few* but 
l^me .condiiet of the mass of the ps^le. 
'i^Qik.aegumeiits of tbe*noble lord (Iiar- 

t rjby) might answer .fi>r the year 1778, 
iSvisiald.BOt answer for the pfksent day. 
that wgs nreposed to give fibe Catho- 
reland wasbr&d by the fweat of I 


theif. brow, add nothing more. The no¬ 
ble secretary said, ^giye tln^ this, and 
they will require more, and jtill bccunie 
wealthy; th-<it the house coula, nut pi event 
them from: but if it did not'igive them 
Avhat they now asked, their lumsliips had 
better take from tiiem what\hey 
already conceded. They could' no^pre- 
vent them from acquiring wealth. li ihey 
were not admitted to the privilcge^ooh* 
tained in the ptuposilion, the bank ot 
Ireland would be injuied. Tliey would 
not deposit their money wb'le ihey were 
•deprived of becoming directors, and had 
nm the direction of their ow'n money. 

I The^e never was a time more proper to 
concede to the Catholics than the present, 
when the entire mass of the Protestants in 
M|and were m favour of the concession. 
Inwlordship concluded with observing, 
tl^ if the house rejected this proposition, 
they would icfuse men of jiroved loyalty, 
high integrity, and well know n respecta¬ 
bility, acontroul over their own property. 

The question was then loudly called tor, 
and the house divided : 

Contents St) Proxies 25— 63 

Noif^ontents 4-5 Proxies 56—lOl 
Majority against the motion • - —3S 


HOOSE OF COMMONS. 

. ^ Wednesday, June 22 . 

[Copy.» Right DiLL.j Mr. Villiers 
moved (he order of the day, fur the house 
to resolve itself into a committee, upon the 
bill tor the further encouragement of 
learning in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, by securing to the 
Libraries of the Universities, and other 
Public Libraries, Copies df all newly- 
printed books, and books reprinted with 
additioifs; and by further securing the co¬ 
pies and copyright of printed books to 
the authors of such books, or their assigns, 
for a time to be limited. 

Mr. C. Wynne should not object to the 
mofion, if the bill was to go into a com¬ 
mittee, on an understanding that it was 
merely for Cillipg up the blapks, in order 
to aflbrd time to the oublic and the par- 
tips concerned to jijdi^how far it might 
be desirable for their rudest, that the bill 
should pass. He thou^i^^at the time 
ought to, be extended wiHmi which the 
copyrid^ should be preifcrfcd to the au¬ 
thor. This time, he was of opinion, ought 
to he 28 years, as also, that no author 
should be allowed to dispose of big ^py- 
rightifor more than H yc^s. As to t^ 


other part 6f bill, Wot 

copy of eafih work ^obe publiabed*should 
be sent to me public libraries, the book¬ 
sellers whey were the largest publishers, 
felt it wouH be so injurious to their inter 
ests, tha^hey had prepared a petition 
- '"Og'iinst ^t part of it, which he expected 
wou[d^ ready to present in the course 
of t1ie*evening. lie put it therefore to 
thMsoii. gent, whether it would not be 
more desirable to let the bill he over till 
next session, m orrler that all parties may 
have time to consider of its provisions. 

Mr. f^illicrs replied, that the principl® 
of the bill was not new, as the universities 
were aheady entitled to copies of all works 
that shall bo published; and it could not 
be denied, that this circumstance W'as fa- 
voiirabio to learning, as thci'chy studdnts 
III the universities would be eiiableti to 
consult books which otherwise they woifld 
be unable to purchase. Copyrights w'Cre 
at jiieseiit protected to the extent of 2S 
years in two diflereiit periods. But the 
consequence was, that in woiks requiriog 
time to matuie them, the author eould not 
derive from them one half of tlje advan¬ 
tages that w'ere enjoyed by the ailthorsof 
the lightest productions. The object of 
the bill .vaslo remedy this evil. 

Mr. Abercromby concurred with his hon. 
and learned frieml, in lequestin^ th^ hon. 
inmer not to press the bill at this fate jJtt- 
iiod of the session, because mSny of the 
booksellers of Scotland, and some of those 
of Ireland, whose interests would be mate¬ 
rially aill'Cted* by the bill, had not any 
knowledge of its provisions. 

The house then resolved itself into the 
committee, Mr. Wliarton in the chair. 
Tlie blanks were filled up, and a clause 
introduced fur extending tiie provisions of 
the bill to oriental works, after wliich the 
house resumed, and'the report was imme¬ 
diately received, when 

T{)e Aliumey Genertd proposed that the 
bill be recommitted, and an instruction be 
given to the committee to divide the bill, 
in order that the part which provides for 
the protection of the authors mif{ht be 
passed now, and tfab other might lie over 
for considerationJwugh he did not think 
there was muc^^4igbt in the objections 
made to thayfmt which required that a 
copy of evely new publication should be 
supplied to all libraries open to the public. 
This would not be a hardship to aqfhors, 
because this Was what was requited of 
tbev by the Sdi of Anne, in return for the 
advantage they derived *%n>m the tcopy- 


yegnt aecUKd to ^ 
me question, that the bill he reeuNtaittitl^ 

Mr. C, JVj/ntte, after stating hjaieevoi^. 
objeiotiojis to the bill, moved that thd 
ther connderation of the report bo $41^, 
pooed until tbi.s day thr^ months. 

Lord H. Petty agreed in the propesitmi 
of the attorney general. He thought ihw 
the present criterion of the duration of th#' 
author’s copyrigift was a very iailaeians 
one; namely, the life of the author; tqhl 
required much consideration. Bat as tp 
the other part of the bill, which roquiriii^'' 
tile deliveiy of a copy of each work to k#, 
publisl^d, to every library 
public, it W'as only to carry into efibut t« 
spirit of the act of the Sth of Anne. 
thcrufoie thoaght that the bill ooghli td> 
be separated, in order that this latter ptnl^ 
shifula be passed, whilst the more delicatit 
anddifiicuit part should besuilered to lid 
over till next session. 

Sir S. Romilly regrettejl tba^ it 
proposed to pass that part of the measdrt' 
which W’as toe most objectionable, or ratboth 
the only objectionable part of it. 
system of copyright established* in thjW 
country, made the public, instead of any 
individual,the patrons of literature; 
this, with a view to independence of sentis 
nieiit, and just thinking, wa.s an inesti*' 
ntable advant ige. It was certainly 
ejs^cJient that the libraries of the ddfW^ 
lent LniveiNicios should be properly pftiiii- 
vided w'ltli bcioks ; but he wa.s astonimtal 
that it should be proposed to lay a 
upon authors tor that purpose, wKich-t^l 
pdblic at large did not bear. There wej^ 
lynitfiy works which cost 50 guineas a copy ^ 

‘ and was it not monstrous that the auth^ 
and publishers should be ta.ved to the 
amount of 550 guineas, by bctng^liged 
to give away eleven copies.^ mk 

was, that such works, from the expence 
attending them, were in no danger of beniig', 
pirated, no^persefu being ablet to 
into competftien with them, o?\o depH^' 
them of the benefit of copyright theid^ 

It was foe the interest of the public' 
the UniV^ities should be supplied 
books ; let that be done at ton 
peace of tw {lutdic, and not of indivi| 
authors. ThereVe re ottor-j vgrh 
ateA< of great sale* 'SlHp smtiIm tl 
ch^p, to which toecontributinaof< 
copies would be e&sy ; but he shouli 
tainly propose, tliat .expensive 
where theipublisbec waenot anxiooe eipMii/ 
their copyright, ahottld be exeii|ptod firoat 
this contribtttitm. * 





onto 



S^tUor Goferaf stm no reasob fiMr 
4i«)|iiyi9K )i>jr pauHt' of tKe bitt, atid c6n> 
l^cd^ilbi tlie*bHl wa* only a eonfir* 
^ tbo ^ of qaoen Anne, tvbieh 
||»^.iic^been nctbd upon of late years, in 
ttM^qaefiee bf a doubt being suggested 
Ml point of form/as to tbe efficacy of the 
itself. 

, jUir. S6»hau observed that the bill, as it 
stood, embracing both objects, was 
ijpetionable. But he contended that, 
i to be divided, it woul^ be ol>> 
le ip point of precedent, because 
l^^wdiild separate the provision for the au- 
towa ^d fiir the unirershtes, which bad 
n^lntiy secured in' fonner acts. He 
i ^ opinion, hpwever, that tho author 
ai common law, au unlimited copy* 
9 tvhicb was restrained by the 8 th of 
appeared to him that the 
riety which would arise to works from 
being given to the janiversitics, 
gild be an equivalent to the aodior for 
t cbf^ he shtwki deliver Co such insti* 

r^- 

I jMf. F«i^«erf stated that it was with ex> 

Ipithie reluctance ho> consented to the se- 

riop of the bill; but, as he could not 

; his opinion in opposition to the autliu- 

ifUf won which that proposition r^os 

lliadi^ne fek inclined to accede to it; 

aame time, he gave notice that, at 

oaHy period of next sessiou, he should 

^ve ffir leave to bring in a bill similar 

lat which was now to be dividedjst-. 

bill was ibeu ordered to be reebm';^ 

and an ipstruetion having been 

pd|lo the commktee for dividing the 

Jtouse resolved into tho committee. 

ifri Smith stated bis ol^tkms to 

fBifAer progress of this bill at tiiis late 

* 'of the sessiou; and .therefore 

. tlvt'tKe^iairmsih do now leave the 
* \ 

« 

ditcupsion then took plac^ in‘ 
lilr, Xrycester,,Pr. Laa^ce, the 
im f^eneral, Mr. W. Mr. 

pprticmqted ; aftr^whids ^e 

Wth Ike 

imy diwia^ 

.naebiinlT 

^ suggeKclt oy htt *lqn-aed 



Wynne, affd i^eaM:^ir 

oU^retlOiis to prpiCeediiid; fun^i* ivinr the 
bill'at this late petibd of tibe lebdot^ cod- 
tendiiig that it .would not be d^etll to pab 
such a measure without nffiirdlhg aqjop' 
portonity to the booksellers, paifichlaiiy 
in Ireland, to be heard on the 8ubje’et.*v. 

Mr. Morris contended, that the rnsnS^e 
would not at all afiect the booksellers Or 
publishers, becainr it was to apply only 
to future publications, and those persons 
■would in their bargains with the authors 
inhenmily themselves tor any number of 
cop>3s which they might be required 
imder this act to deliver into the univer¬ 
sities and other public institutiohs. 

On the motion of the Attorney General, 
it agreed that those tvho wished to 
sAive their copyright, should not lie 
ohrigcd to give the copies of ppbiications 
required by tho bHl ; and it was also pro- 
videri that those did not give the 
copies required, should have no copyright. 

Mr. Abercromb^ contended that the 
public ^lioBity would be mote earnest 
by abritiging the period of copynght; he 
proposed to limit it to 'iO years, instead 
of 28. 

Mr. Marru insisted, that the term of 2tt 
yeari was not too much for a jasi copy- 
r'ght. * He cited the cases of Dr. Adam 
Smithes vAirks, and Dr. Johnson’s diction¬ 
ary, to prove that most valuable works weie 
not prdperiy estunated till they had 
gone through many editions, and had been 
long before the public. He dterefofe 
thouglH an extended term of copyright 
was desirable. 

Sir A. P^oa thought the present pe¬ 
riod of the session too late for the agita- 
^oti ofthis subject He thought eleven 
copies too‘maHy to require, and that when 
no complaint was made on Ihe paii of au- 
(hhto, of booksbllees, orlhe public, if was 
annebestory to altef the law as it stood. 

" Mr. defended the propositlqai 

of the asmitor g^eral, wbihb was agn^od 
^ ' T ’ ‘ 

Mf!* G, Wyme htopMed to sendvr the 
tilpplyy dob^ to ml^ni’torsities obili> 
only whfd c^fe^or.' 'On axpla- 

Slme conversation iMi pUi(^i9> 

tlMsprov«$i^^saciife thd^atlm^sinws 

was agi^ toto copivf sfao)^ 

show* be prmtoU for €» gefesr^ppspoew 



•of 

rfpprt rm __. 

taken into W 

[OTSTaavisHeav Sfir. Whinj^n 
broitfht uvthe report oi th^.Oyeter 
ery]pUl. J 

, mffp opposed the bUU lift tbe 
e he had intended to propose, in 
the punishment of trans^rtation 


comnu 
iie< 

fcK^sevcn years, imprisonment for two; 
buttne hill had passed through the com* 
mittee, very unexpectedly to him, at an 
early iiour this’ al^rnoon. His ctuef ob¬ 
jection to the bill was, that the house wa| 
not suflioiently aooiiainted with the naiiire 
of the property which it was intendg^d to 
secure. He deprecated the enactment of 
a new penal law, without having previously 
ascertained the precise extent of the'crime, 
or without a complete conviction that it 
might not be cmnmitted in ignorance fa* 
ther than with a malevolent design. • |le 
dwelt with considerable force on the dread* 
All depravation of mind to which the per* 
Mns transported to Botany Bay were sub- 
jeefed, and contended, that it was of such 
a nature as to call loudly for the inter, 
'ference of the legislature. '■’n 

The SpUiiilar Gciwal defended the bill, 
as indispensable to the protection of pr4* 
Vate property, Jt was not the euactmmit 
of a nevr penal statute. It was already, ip , 
his opinion, a felony at common law; l|^t | 
from an inadvcrtuicy in wording the act,* 
the protection of this property not so 
complete as it was desirable it should be, 
All that the bill before' the house pro* 
fessed, was to restore the common [aw. 
With respect to the. punishment, it was 
not greater than what was annexed to si 
milar oftenges, 

Mr. Magens explained the nature of the 
oyster-beds, and enlarged upon the variofu 
depredations that )ia4 taken place upon 
them- The people to. whom they belonged 
were in general,poor, *and lived, as it were, 
frmh hand tp mouth. It was, iberefp^, thy 
more necesmry that their property should 
he protected, m the same mannef as any 
ether property equally expMM, speh w 
hleacli-Seld&'orcl^di was not 

a master of smyet gihount j and-.some 
means ought HakeA ^ eo! 
to 

tbe«/ 


hiii^was, that tt 

W gV#S 


S!^oy& hngli^l^ 


|.n0rAnUy tran^rbss.upon th . . « 
should lie happen to be pamiw'^ 
spot where they lay/ A* It 
which produced 

should not object to »• s being i^rbf * 
protected, provided the property in 
tion was so noted or marked,!)^ 
prevent pemons fidUpg tbto eiNr* 

Mr. Sturget. Bmtrne said, be did^ot' 
preheiid that this bill went' bH; 
alteration in the descriptimt of )|ieA|i{f 
or place where it lay, odheftha^.j^^^ 
bill cofltuined. It was evidently 
perty well worthy of protection. ' 
having existed whether the law at.|i>i!i| 
deemed the oiicnee of 'stealing these by 
a felony or a misdemeanor, H was ther. 
necessary to explain 0a law. * 
the object of this bill.. If had atv^aye 
deemed necessary to punish those 
that could be committed with grnT’ 
lify, with more, severity than thcee < 
contrary c^cription. ‘ Fcbr instance; 
crime of sheep-stealing was punished^ 
all occasions, with death. Upon uie i 
principle, oyster-beds wejl deservca ^ 
tection, as being private property'collUo 
together vi'ith great wour. 

*Sir IF. Mffor4 supported the measAf 
hL th'ought it was necessary tg prote'^j 
'secies of property, by the severity.'^ 
punishment. ', 

■ Mr. C. IVjfBjfe said, that formerly,'j!|i,;| 
had been brought ip for making 
ing of any species of fruit a 
al0ough it was acknowledged by 
Khat property was much qxposra dnd; 
quired protection, yet fhe article w*ak 
tempting and the bilenfieso fasy.of Cfii 
mission that boys midht-he indncjld. 
commit if, that the hitfim rejected.,.'' 
thought it highly necessary j[ha^ the ^ 
beds should be m|i^d out so ^te pre 
persons totulk igoorant of 
committing ..0^ ol&nce. of^' taktt 
t«(rs' i^m t^nice, A ^apfi^ 


c^a gpTlbm^'fheif 

otiffe.lony ? 

prexVaon mttD.dupodi'jw 
pbrfai^ to dtelkle’‘iw^0:e1^^f 
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!c insisted 6n tite ttdpneiy of hav> 
i bill printed, ast'iiherwiae it vi^otaid 


the bill eould not be objected to as^being 
severe, as it was certainly the mildest kind 
iAflicted tor larceny. 

■ .Sir^. P^oit thought, that if the law 
'already declared this oflence to bo folony 
by the common law, there was no o( casion 
for passing this bill. It «as certainly iin- 
portuut that the bciis should be particularly 
marked out. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope said, if he ron- 
spnted to this bill, he was consenting to 
' innocent persons being punished as felons. 
A captain might return from the East In¬ 
dies, and might choose to regale himself 
iWith oysters, and he could sec no circum¬ 
stance that could induce a jury to acquit 
ai|y person who had committed the ollcnce 
eren in the slightest degree. lie had, 
however, no doubt there should be a law 
making this oflence more penal than it *at 
present seemed to be, although he certainly 
thgp i^dt the oyster-beds that were private 
' firopeety ought to^ be particularly marked 
out. 

Mr. JVestem stated, that thp object of 
the lull was merely to declare the law, 
upon M Inch doubts had on various ucca- 
inons arisen. 

Mr. Burton could sec no objcition 
against restoring the exciting law, and ex- 
fining what it really wa'.. The only 
oidicttlty nas, to ascertain uhether or not 
it was private property ? He thought tb et 
puglil to be tvords in the act descriptive of 
the property, and that it ought to.be 
marked out aith proper buoys.—The le- 
pdft was then agreed to, and the bill or¬ 
dered to be read a third tiino to-morrow. 

-..-r . S 
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* V 

' llOVSB OF loads. 

Thursday, June 23. 

{Stamp DlTIES Bill.] On the motion 
dwMk tbe.Staihp Duties bill be read a first 

tM®, 

. JUird Jt^Uand rose to obsersT • upon the 
iifiportance and complexity of the 
' m^j^re< it was one which, in his opinion, 
and dc'served a minuttyand ina- 
^Cfjjp^neration. It was therey rp proper 
iou%e should ha\e it bcforfivthem in a 
“ccessible fonj^** 'jiis lord.-'hip 
Jro^he bii^c'prmied. 
R^3^ft^-o^rv9d, that it was 
fl^tAlm.prac^iicq.to prifu bill* of this sort, 
it<^ of whsut^ntriity it could 

to, the ,bil! |(>rinted. I le inu.st 

motion of hh noble 

Ae EaA xlf Lauderdale and the duke of 





i Norfolk 
ing the i . 
be impossible to come al a pe^ct know¬ 
ledge of its provisions. Lord Imwkesbury 
rcpcafed his objections to the A’lnting of 
the bill; upon which, lord Ilolniid .said, 
he felt it his duty to take the sens^of their 
lordships upon the question. Theihpiise 
then divided : Contents Id; Not-conlcnts 
28.—Majority 12. 

[UwK OI IRELIND ClUBTER BlLL.] TllC 
Earl of Ijoudrrdale rose pursuant to notice, 
to move that the opinion of the Judges be 
mken upon certain clau.ses of this bill, 
which legulnted the amount of the notes 
hick the Bank w*as empowered to issue, 
and the distribution of any surplus that 
might ariic to the subscribers. According 
to the Ui counts on ihc table, it appeared 
that the b.vnk had issued notes to a larger 
am'ount than that to which by the bill it 
wne limited ; and that the subscribers had 
subscribed only the same sums as before, 
lie was at a loss to sec nhere was the ne¬ 
cessity of providing for the distribution of 
the overplua. Tins latter clause surely 
contained as gross a bull as ever was Im- 
poited ffoin Ireland. 

Th'. Earl of Limerick rose to order. lie 
conlu iu>t sit silent and hear reflections 
tin own out upon the country to which he 
heloiigcd, nor would he tolerate them 
fn'ni any noble lord. 

The Earr of Lauderdale meant no disre¬ 
spect to Irelniul ; he had often been 
rallied liiiii!>elf on the accent he had 
brought fium liis country, without being 
hurt at it. The best authorities consi¬ 
dered bulls as the oUspring of a quick 
imagination. But surely an act of pai lia- 
inent was not the most suitab'lc place for 
e.xhihiting flights of fancy. 

‘The’/.did t'humiUor SAW no necessity for 
consnllitig tlie .Tiulges on the clauses re¬ 
ferred to by the noblo baron. As a 
lawyer, he might take upon him to say that 
the Jutigcs wnulifgivc no opinion as to the 
illegality or ob.scuiity of the clauses; but 
h' was not now delis eriiig the opinion of a 
lawyer.—Affor s? few' words from lord 
Laudci\l.dui,‘ the itiolimi was negatived 
without a division.—bill was then 
redS 1 third time and' ps^^rd. 

{1'r.nri-sT acain&t tiil of Ireland 
Charter Bin.1 On the p^ng of tliis 
Bill, the following Protest kvas entered oh 
the j..ords Joumal.s': s'iz. ‘^'Ist. TSletmsis 
thi.s (SjEt sanctions tUo prolongation of the 
Charfrr of the Bank of Ireland from the 
year 1^16, at whoch lime lUa^cdfporauO^ 



SliW j 

roiglu, on hn»c ^en dUs 0 tv«<f< to 

the year ISsV, aj^d'^thiis coutoins th$ ra- 
luablc exclusive pilvilejges it'notv enjoys 
for thirty years, on terms most inadequate 
and impro«'ident, as must appear from the 
ful lowing short statement-: —The i gree- 
mciit on the part of the bank, to manage 
the p^'llc debt of Ireland, free of all 
char^A and expettse, gives the public a 
s%qp amounting nearly to 7,52o/. per ami. 
the ‘commission the Jiaiik at present rc> 
ceives on that aceouIl^—But the public 
have given to the Bank 5 per cent, tor the 
sum of 1,250,000/. the}' might have boij 
rowed at 4/. 1 Is. tid. the interest at wlgrh 
money has been actually raised this year 
by the govcriiinciitof Ireland; 3,137?. be¬ 
ing the dillorence betwixt 02,500/. the 
interest of 1,.^50,000/., at 5 per cent, and 
.51,002/., the intciest of the sai 1 sum at 
1/. 1 Is. 6d. per cent, must tliereruie die 
taken from 7500/. the pulilic have* ac¬ 
quired ; and it tvill tlu n appear, tiiat an 
annuity of l.,038/. is the, full amount of the 
pecuniary consideration given for the ex¬ 
tension of tills valuable jirivilege_-I'lir- 

ther, the duration of this trilling retniiue- 
ratioii is i,o w.-iy puarJed by the, act; it 
may expire witliin a short time, ami tlie 
public, whilst the bank are in full <^joy- 
incntuf the pinilegcs conferred on ijieiii, 
may be compelled to make a neiv ^rce.- 
iiient for the cliirgcs of that par^ of 

f iilblic debt winch may be i^anaged 
rcland ; tor this act coiitaiics im pro¬ 
vision compelling the bank of Ireland to 
manage any part of the public debt after 
it shall be consolidated with the debt of 
Great Britain, an event, which, under the 
7th Article of Union betwixt Great Bri¬ 
tain and Iruland, may take place within a 
very few years.—2dly, Because the art 
ought, for the credit of the bank of Ire¬ 
land, and the security of the people of that 
country, to have cx|)resscd, in clear and 
distinct terms, the nature and extent of 
the^rivilcges it confers.—It is true that it 
Contains a clause limiting Uie circulation 
of the batik of Ireland to the Sium of 
2,750,000/. similar to the clause of the 
Irish act of the 37th qf the 50, 

which limited tliMciVculatioii ofuhiO>itnk 
to 1,500,000/.—as it appears hy dijbu- 
ments before pt:mament, that this bank 
has, notwithsUuding the said clause, ille¬ 
gally extended its circulation to a sum 
ppwards of's3,^0,000/. The act ought 
distinctly to have expressed what, i^ort- 
jupetion with the lush ^ts of tln|22d, 
^l«t, tnd 3^th years of hU majesty, it 


cl^ady enacts, via.-*-'* That if.finy 
exceeding the snin of 2,f50,000?.' shall 
boffoB’ed, Of taken tap b’y, or lent, or adN' 
vanced to, the Corporation of tlto btmk'hfr- 
Ireland, under their common seal or ortiert 
wise, or for payment of^which any bondv 
bill, note, covenant, agreement, or hthob”, 
writing shall be made, scaled, or 
thcii, and in such case, all aiifd every tlwT 
person or persons who shall be a nieittber’ . 
, or iiieinbers of the said corporation, hW or ' 
their respective heir or heirs, exccotorsi-o^ 
adminiurator.s, shall, in his or their 
pective private capacities, be chargWblel 
with, or liable in proporlioA to, thetfe 
si'veral* shares and subscriptions, to 'ih^ 
repayment of such monies which shrfl^'ho* 
so borrowed, taken up, or lent, with hltolti 
cst for the same, in speh manner as if sach’' 
security had been a security for payoA^M 
of so much money and interest for til'd 
same, sealed by such respective m'embt'riK 
of such corporation, and delivered 
or them, as their respeulivc acts ■ 

ill proportion to their several shares aWtP' 
subscriptions, as aforesaid.”—Sdly, Be* 
cause we think it our duty to cXpims 
strong sciisc we feel of the greal improV 
priety of extending llic Charter of the* 
bank of Ireland, by act of parliaraeht; 
without, in the same ^ict, doing away tbAff 
cipubt, which, since the passing of an fiCk 
Uie in the year 1793, was known to exist con^ 
mT “S^ninfl! the admissibility of our Romhhf 
Catholic fellovv-subjccts, to the directiflM 
of that corporation.—must think thtalf' 
those. W'ho pretend to feel such alarm| ^ 
the idea of granting any extension of pHIVH 
lems to the Roman Catholics of IrmandH 
l^verc called upon to remove a doubt, on 
which their minds, ifyioj" are scricusiti 
their professions, must dwell with sneh 
anxiety. Whilst, on the other hand, our 
ankious desire to sec our Roman Catholic 
fellow-subjects enjoy, in every respect, th# 
privileges to which their birth-right dnti^ 
ties thein^ makes us deeply^^^wret tfctk’''' 
this act docs\ot, in cxplig^crmfi^gjilat^ 
their eligibility to the situation of g*'' 
ordirectilr of the bank of Ireland. 

* \ LsttOERDAjj 

DtoTtoAS,*' 

^or tfti laWeason), V. HoiiAHk 
[Sugar UisrirtAiuo^ ^ .1 

the day beingmoVjffrorthe'fieemw rpaok 
ing of the bill prohibltioff Tor a * 

be limited the DistillatiiWtiVom corti*'' 

Earl Bathirst Kne'.hntI nbseHedj-iJwf^ 
was not decessary for hhn to detan^lSK^ 
lordships by any jgwiute exp' 





PAuL'ilmtiirm, sains c ioc)9. 


Uie^ncasure now propose^.' It wts one, 
which, when fairly 'toiuidered, would be 
found highly expedient under all the cir¬ 
cumstance!* of the present moment. Tlie 
country wis now completely excluded 
from afiy suppUis of corn from the con¬ 
tinent of Europe, and from America. A 
scarcity of provisions had been felt in 
mamV parte of the united kingdom; in 
Scotland, outs were scarce, and nad risen 
in price; in Ireland the pot.itoe crop had 
in k great degree failed, which produced a 
fireater consumption of coin, so that pru- 
oknee dictated a measure which, while it 
ItAispnably provided against a scarcity in 
<met{uarter, would allbrd relief in another, 
where distress had arisen from a super¬ 
abundance of other aiticlcs. Theic was 
now a glut in the market of West India 
pi^uce, which pioved highly iiijuiiou^to 
tiuf'interests of the West Indian proprietor. 

would be relieved by encouraging 
dlfiyiMion from fugar, without producing 
wy detriment whatever to the interests and 
improvement of agriculture. ,lle trusted, 
therefore, the mcasui'e would be cheerfully 
ac^eseed in. 

The Eari of Selkirk thought the mca- 
•uro pregnant with the most injurious con* 
lOe^Uences to the ag-rit ultural interests of 
tbo country. He admitted that svh;u w'as 
tt^d in the distilleries, or in other piir^ 
poses different from that of immediate sot 
tenance in a year of plenty, might come 
ifl'aid of the supply in a year of scarcity, 
auM that it might, in consequence of scar- 
*%> become absolutely necessary to stop 
tbn distilleries ; but, generally speaking, 
it Was much belter to leave agrtculjhrej 
and distillation *£0 themselves; if the piice^ 
ofgraitt became so high in consequence of 
scarcity that the distillation of it would 
lUA’ yield a profit, the distilleries must> of 
noursa slop. The high price of grain 
waidA also be ati encouragement to fur- 
thai' cultWtion; the pi*otTuct»'t;f which 
market wot^l^ lower the 
The price of‘grain might 
i^’eilectof inducing the inversion 
i ^^tion of grass land in^ tillage, 
tb Wbuld immediately te^ to lower 
•graih'; and a thirtieth 
lif^r ' titv etasB laiQ in the united 


united 
into tillage, lie be- 
nei^ssity for the 


pavt? Jftff * tliw 

lietfcd the^'Vnmld be 

nf^grtrin. He objected to the 
biW^'teddhtgto lessen the ctiltivation of 
vender the operatimia of agri- 
ttiUteddy and ffpituatit]^. The 
ahttlhlrfijiiS^ beside^Jbfid alitady nopped. 


1 and no mire grairt <if ilwt pr^ce of the 
last harvest w'ould be<idtstu(ed j^lhevlefl- 
cieiicy therefore in the 1a.st harvest cCold 
be no ground for tlie bill; it miftt apply 
to the ensuing harvest, ahd of that mere 
was at present the fairest prospect. Con¬ 
ceiving the bill to be an unnecessary inter- 
feroiice with the agriculture of the c^rntry, 
he must oppose it. 

Ijord Holland had heard nothing fcs'hi- 
duce him to wiihdrasv that support which 
he intended to give to the present bill. 
IIo could see no reason why, if the quan- 
*'*X consumed in a year of plenty, 

for purposes different from necessary sus¬ 
tenance, ss'as to come in aid of a year of 
scarcity, it might ntft also come in aid of 
a deficiency of importation. The great 
object ill tfxis case w«»’ the relief of the 
West India interest, now in a state of great 
distress, and to prevent that ruin in w'hich 
they must be involved if something was 
not done to take off a part of that pressure 
which weighed so heavily upon them. If 
this could be done, as he contended it 
cmiW, not only svithout injuring the inter¬ 
ests of ^ricuiture, but with ultimate be¬ 
nefit to fhosc interests, as the West India 
IsUikT* must, in the present state of affairs, 
be in' a gie.il measure dependant upon this 
counW for provisions ; and if some lelief 
was attbrded in tlie picscnt instance, those 
.mneertd with them ssoiild be the better 
enabled to'’purchase supplies, hesasvno 
re.isori wbv the present measure should 
not be carried into effect, merely be¬ 
cause it was contrary to a genet al prin- 
ci|)lc. 

Viscount Sidmoulh thought it impolitic 
to iiilciferc with the agriculture of the 
country. liCt every thing be left to price, 
and that would be found a much better re¬ 
gulator of the amount of the supply in 
the market, th.in any legislative measure. 
He could not agiee w’ith the policy of sa- 
ciificing one iiiUrest for the benefit of 
another ; it w’as mUcIl belter, in his opi¬ 
nion, that ooinpetitioii should be left to its 
etiect. With res}ject to the West India 
interest, lie thought it would be much 
bettor tyjiO'sort to oHier measures of a more 
permanent nature for |hVii' relief. 

The Earl of if/tewn^Jiad not heard 
any liocubsity shown for the present mea¬ 
sure ; nor could he agtee, tli^ the West 
India interest ought to be •relieved at thk 

S I of the agriculturanb'terestsof the ‘ 
. With, respect to importation idf- ’ 
^ . e svks of opinion; that M»e land mpwu ‘ 

m cuitiratiou would, if propefly tDiu>a|efla 
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prepuce M^pply without th» 

necMHity of importxtui^ 

I^ord Duttstantuk did ttot think the 
agrieiilturel interests oCthe country would 
be iniured by the present,measure, nnd he 
could not help ttunking it hard upon the 
West India interest, it^ whilst compelled 
to biinsiy%heir sugar to this country, they 
should ^be precluded fiom the means, 
w^huhjivould be aftorded by this measure, 
of disposing of a part of that produce. 

The Duke of Montrose urged the defi 
ciency in the supply of oats and barley in 
Scotland, as a strong ground for the pie- 
sent measure. * 

The £ail of Lauderdale contended that 
(he Report of the committee ol the house 
of commons on this subject, did not clearly 
state the grounds on which the present 
measure founded, lie conaemned 
the principle of sacrihciivg the interest 
ot the glower of barley to the grower*of 
sugar, obsening that the same principle 
might be extended in a most injurious 
manner to dilTeient trades and manu¬ 
factures, and contended, that the throwing 
back upon the matkel the quantity of bar¬ 
ley w Inch would otherw ise be corApined 
in the disiilleiies, would necessarily dmse 
a great diminution of price, and greal}*^ 
injure the agricultural interests of Jlie 
country. ' 


Hocn or coMMdifa* , " 

'm.wndag, Jme 23 * 

(Army Ciothinc.] Mr. WatdeU, ppr-t 
suant to his notice, proceeded to call tb« . 
attention of the house t» the subyejiri of 
Army Clothing. The object of his mo¬ 
tion he would frankly «tate at the out^to 
be, to save an useless escpenditure of th«t 
public money, by substituting public con¬ 
tract m the place of private, though, as he 
should afterwards prove, the system ofprt*^^ 
vate contract had received speh avowe^^ 
^encouragement ftom the illustrious perioilv, 
age At tlie head of the army, and freiiv hki’ 
majoity’l present Secretary at War. Ha 
w'ould, before he sat down, prove to thk 
house that the public nyncy had been «• ^ 
travaganlly wasted by tinv system of jttjn ^ 
vatoicontract. It appeared from a leUef, 
signed * William Merry,’ and dated th# 
2d of July, 1803, that the government W ; 
at that time contracted that the 
should be supplied w ith gTeat-coats at the 
rate of 16«, 6d. per coat, but that price wal 
then accedetf to, upon the condition stated 
in a letter fiom the then Secretary War 
(Mr. Yorke), that the price per coat then 
agreed to be given should be reduced la 
proportion to the redaction uf the then 
price of kersey. Now, he was prepared 
to«prove inconiroverlibly to the hoilBe, 


agricultural interests of the country, who 
were already protected by law m the price 
fixed, until which, no importation of grant 
could take place, had no right to complain 
of the I chef now wished to be afforded to 
another great mteiest of the count! y. No 
one could be more cominced than him¬ 
self of the iiftportance of .supporting the 
agiicultureof the countiy; he had always 
considered the agriculture and tlfb nan-* 
gation of the rountiv. ns the two great 
leading interests on winch the prospeiity 
of the country rested. In this case, how¬ 
ever, \he mteicsts of the whole community 
i-equired that means should be adopted to 
prevent the evil consequences of a defi¬ 
ciency of gram arising frojn there being 
no importation, and tlmugh ab^ 4 |bseiit 
there was every pr^imct of an abmMaqt 


future hopes 6f that hm-vest had not yet 
passed. It 111 this pointof view, added] 
to the actiwl oWciency which existed in 
Scntlaml smd Ireland, that he suppdwd 
tb» present meBsura^^^llie Bill was 
regfTkiecoAd.tiihe, * » 


Lord Hawketbmy contended that ths,^ pnee of kersey had been reduced 


since that period, giadually and considero* 
bly, and that the primitive charge of 
1 Os. 6d. per coat had not been at all abated 
till Feb. last. The decrease of the priod^ 
of keisey had been from 180t to the veaf 
1807g in the follow'ing proportion; Sn Dec. 
iSot, kersey was at the ratc^of 4s. 64. pee 
yard ; m Dec. 1805, it foil to 4t. 44. poT 
yanl; in Dec. 1800, it sold at the of 
Is. gfl. per yaid; and in Dec. 1807, it was 
sn low as 3s. 04. per yard j and notmthv 
standing the pioviso insisted on in the letter 
of3Ir. Yonkjj, still was the pubiidpaytnd 
for cve ry griWhcoat at the orig^-»«^^M 
1 os. 6tl per cejt, though tboeWfos by 
the price \%as to be measured bad ^ 
fiom is. 6». to 3s. OJ. per yard. This I 
could prove (by the testimony of the mol 
respectable in the country, ** 


harvest, still it shoidd be recollected thft held in bis hand a tolcal^on jw hadc^e 
die critical period with respect to tlnM^f tli« low the publiv^i.r iOthiiM^gBWQit* 


sp^ of three yearsJEustained by the tMh . 
enforcement ot the proviso laid dowQ bf 
Mr, Yorke, namely, the red«K:tion.of jtftjPt 
chano per^oat, in proportioh do dm, , 
ductmn of the prioe of kersey per yiild. 
He wtHjild rato tbo ^ 940 ,^ ,aHnr 


if 


Dio6+ 


. W, 50,009 tbfliti the number 
by ^be jnbble'lora (C^tlereagh), on 
snbthiitmig the house hU' plan ror a 
I^atjMUitiaj 'bathe fMr. VVardell)' was 
thxiQUS to proceed in his calculation ac- 
cot«]li4g; tp the most moderate ratio, l^ch 
wUs allowed a great coat once in 
ev^^ 5 years. He took the number of 
coats for one year at 80,000, cer- 
^inly ’ below the fair proportion for the 
vear ending Dec. 1805, during which the 
Imrsey had fallen two-pence per yard,'bc- 
sold h>r <ts. 4d. per yard ; according, 
tha^ to the original condition, every great' 
should have been sold for 15«. 1 Od. 
H^ltead of 16$. Od. per coat; b(*re, then, 
bud the original contract been adhered to, 
there would bare been a saving of 8d. per 
Qoat, which in the cs^joaditurc of one year, 
't|6’uid have been a saving of no less a jpuiii 
thdn 2,666/. 18r. 4d. In the following 
yew, kersey selling for 4*. 2 d. per yard, 
S^p rice of the great coals should have 
been at the rate of l.'is. ‘Jd. per coat, 
iiistead of 16«'. 6 d., which making a dif¬ 
ference of is. 4d. per coat, hotdd be to 
the pyblic a saving of not less tlian 
5 , 35 s/. 16s. 8 d, Again, in the year com¬ 
mencing 1S06, when kersey sold for 3.s. 6d. 
per.yard, each myat coat, according to 
original st'pulation, should ha\c been 
imid for J2s. 9d. each, instead of uhat tly y j 
were then sold for I Os. 6d. each ; wher^bv;, { 
the contractors had a protil of 3s. dd. per" 
coat; and thus there was an unnecessary 
Whste of the public money to the amount 
df 15,000/. so that in the course of three 
years, the saving of the public money, if 
%e original stipulation had been adkpred 
to, would have amounted to 23,opo/. It 
Appeared furtberf that no reduction what- 
Jfiyer had taken place in the charge for the 
dMb'QS (notwithstanding the serious ,rc- 
dndtion of the price of the material) till 
m 1st of feb. last. For this reduction, 
^Hainlv no. thanks were dae^ the right 
&h.il|>^§i^cretary at War,h& to the re- 
pea^ oi|eriiSc:4he part of majority of 
j^bthipra to supply the 'clothing at a 
^<ced price. He would provh, if he had 
' ' done 80 , t hat the Ipss of public 


^’ey:,.'t4)dCT;tbissystemoliidhforiUsni, by 
^^liaeanU of pnvate qj^ad, amounted 


uiitiMmiiniQ, 

0h\tQe il9tb; of Jut)' 





years to 23,000/, 
1806, the firm'^of 
;^d CoV offered to supply 
men, at the ratp of 
; ^at« To this pn^osal they 
ftniav.er. (h'e@r!. bear t, 
tree* 


that this parh ef 

the geiitleineh Oppo^^,; nut th'/l would 
shew, that he (Mr.\V^rdcll}.tvasno^,ip{lu.' 
enced by party motives; and. that ii^ t)^e 
discharge of liu duty as a member of p^r» 
liament, to the public, be would beeauaily 
iiididereut to either friend or foe [^hear 1 
hear!].—He contended, thatbad.this offer 
of Scott and Co. been accepted, fit' would 
have been a saving of the public mo|w^: to 
the amount of 21,875/. ; and still more to 
evince tlie folly of not acceding to their 
offer, it appeared that the same house af¬ 
terwards accepted of a partial interest in 
tbj contract made with Pearse, and actually, 
rcc^vcd at the rate of I Os. (kl. per coat, 
what they offered to provide at the reduced, 
rate of I-ts. 9d. per coat. They had made, 
another offer on the 10th of Feb., 1808, 
when kersey was as low a.s 3s. 6d. per 
yard, to supply great coats at the rate of 
each, to this tender they certainly 
received an answer, and 'were so far more 
succc.ssful Llian in their former application, 
bui it so happened, that they received I ts. 
per coat, through the mean.s of a partial in¬ 
terest, which they had oflered at the rate 
of I2sj0> per coat; and not only that of 
ScoU'*s, but any house in London would 
haw sujiplicd that part of the army cloth- 
ini^ at the rate of 12s. per coat. lie 
nic^nt from the 2!>th of June, 1806, to the 
ipdiug 1807, and thus there w'ould 
heun a saving of not less than 
16,CGG/., or at the rate of .50,000/. each 
delivery. The clotliiers, induced by such 
'repeated offers, agreed to take off 2 s. 6d, 
in the price of each coat, instead of 4s. 
The hiHi, gent, then read a letter, dated the 
Util of Js'ov. 1807, and,signed G. Harri¬ 
son, in which there was a proposal made 
to the contractors on the part of the lords 
of the itreasury, that iti proportion to. 
prompt payment there should be a. reduc¬ 
tion in tire price. He commciitcd oit tliis 
passage, and contcnded,that it appeared, 
from Mr. Gilgrhn's vouclier on the table, 
that the paymcnt.s bad seldom been made, 
earner than si^ months. He was willipg 
to give cve^ credit to the noble lords at 
the the treasury, tliey had done 

wh^mey could to establish a system of, 
fw.and open contract j but tbejr exer- 
in this res|')ect seemed .fo have beea. 
t ouitteracted by a powerful kut, improper 
*nfluence. ,Ucre jtbe tmn. re^ a, 
hotter signed ” Harry Gakyrt,: 

Gb^ral of tile. Forces,” -addressed to 
ternary a| War, m wbieb .the writer, W 
the name of his^rt^af highd^ the fyiHrs 


S,car 

have 
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bi tW public by ^ y*4w 

wds 116 l6ss than SChOOOLj, «ven OQ^ 
positidn that Dickson luraisbed li^ cottis* 
at only 2 s. 6d less than Pierce’s coh^H^^ 

11 ^ L 1 1 . • t . ^ -2* i 
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mender in Chief, dhmpprcircd ofehy ohan|;(l 
m the mode of cloltv^g the Army; this 
letter was dated 11th Nov. 1807. Heie 
the hon. member took occ ision to disap¬ 
prove ot the Secretary at War feeling it 
^ necessary to consult the duke of York u|>on 
the propriety of obeying any orders issued 
by the kids of the ticaaury, Mith lespcct 
,,„2flL^nny Clothing It such applications 
made to the Commander in Chief, 
merely because he w a-* the son of our gra- 
< ions sovilrtign, such a principle of filse 
deference could not lie too early corrected; 
if, on till other hand, it was owing to a 
superior authority vested m his io\ al higft- 
ncss, It would be right to a^ciitiin wme- 
ther the outers of the loids of the tiessuiy 
should thus lie permitted to be waved or 
disputed Ihc huii membci nextiead a 
letter from the Secictary at War to O 
llainson, beaiing date the bth of 
I ember, 1807, in which he expressed 
it to be intnmWnt on him to com¬ 
municate with the duke of York on the 
subject of the instructions given by the 
lords of the trcisury with respect to the 
clothing of the Army by pubiit contract 
In the same letter the nght hon si Ci^aiy 
expresses his sincere w isn thxt the of 
the treasury would comply with the hi| 
est military authoiity in the country, 
point on w inch his royal highness’s efEpe- 
iience ought to have sui h weight 4hat 
had appealed that all contricts of a public 
nature in this department h-id not been 
^productive cither ot any advantage to the 
individual, oi of any leal service to the 
public, andthvt he (thebecutaiv at War) 
theiefore hoped, that then loidslnps 
would not force the mode of supply of 
clothing by phblic contiact It appeand 
then, that tnough the ScCiclary at War 
thought it ncrcss iry to h iv t those iommu* 
nications with the duke of Yoik, yet that 
he, at the s-vmc time, admitted thepuvvii 
of the loids ot thi ticxsiify', independent ot 
the wishes of his loyal highmss 'Ihe hon 
mcmbei mxt refened to a Icttei, diti 1 
8 th Feb 180't, addiessid to the Secictaiy 
at Wai, with lespect to apnthw iiflei for 
the supplying gte.iii» coats to by 

public conlraca—The hon mtmber \5 
ceeded to state, tiiat rid sooner had 
Piefte ifceived an ordei to fbrntsh grei 
coats at los fd, than hi* set off to a 
teller of the of Dickson, a^d bar 

gained with hniMo furnish them «k I3t 
or 14t. This was a fact which couir 
bfe got nd of, and which he was ready to 
prpY^ at the 1^ of the house. Thft loss 


—He should now beg leave to state a 
words on the general clothifig of the rirtiiy^ 
11 c was as leluctant as the right hon. 
opposite (the Secietary at War) coold 
to break in on any of the privileges of co-* 
loncis but he could piopose a mode of 
saving to the country without making any 
altciation in their situation. When M 
St ited the saving that might be produced' 
jsfiom a change in the mode of contraetipg 
for Army^ Clothing at 100,000/., he j(bt^ 
on a closd examination of the subject^ 
that he had gieatly under-rated it. If a 
committee weic to be u^ointed, lie should 
hive no difllciilty in sKewing that instep 
of tlfC pi ice paid by colonels of 1 / 1 3s. 0^ 
foi CO It, waistcoat, brceihes, and shoes*, 
these ai tides could be fuinishrd of the 
sainequility fori/ 7i 8^ being a dl^- 
rcncc ot (fs Id on each suit, oi of 76,0 H/. 
a yevr Mi,Pierce stated, that for leady 
mom y he would give a discount of five per 
1 ent 1 he I ontiac tor gave six months crca 
dit, so this would form a deductidn of two 
and a halt per tent and would reduce the. 
saving to the public to about 68,000/ He 
could shew that thcic would be a saving on 
evwy cap of at least li which would 
2 " wnt to ibout 1 2,5001 making together 
about 81 000/ f>n accoutrements, suppos¬ 
ing them to I *st hv e y e'ars, thcie vf ouid also 
be a saving of about 12,000/. making 
9 3,000/ and the annual sav ing oii greaf 
coils, imountmg to about 8000/. would 
pfodite a totil of 101,000/ ; all this, too, 
independent ot the whimsical and absurd 
dresses used m many regiments, whicK 
seemed calculated loi no ©iher puipose, 
thai^to cxi itc amuseiiKiit, if not rjdicule, 
in.the "pub'c Ifc was convinced', when 
every linn., wxs taken into com|mtatioi}2 
that he estimate the savni^iynsloa# 

of 100,000/^ 200,000/ ' 

go to the opitafdns of those ho hadii 
in the sei v icanf ai my igents, and to 
their tone, ae sho(?ld. say, that it wQu] 
even amonijjtjto 100,000/' Foi tBat, ho\| _ 
ever, he cynla not vouch; he only gdy4! 

he recmvfed if It wus^^^v- 
^ mdei stood Uvr UnusUal thing ^ 

aiiir^ agents to recede sevctal bt^dieds W 
year foi lecommendatioofl to |>articuri(f 
regimental contracts He should cofiU^dtf' 
with movinig, « 1. That it as dM/opIntm 
of this house, that fiom an 
heieitce to the systeiUr^PiiVAte (%hti4ct. 
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lotej 

public have b«eii put to a very uune* 
ceatwy exponce for military great-coats; 
wtd It w the farther opiuioo of this boose, 
that the orders of the Treasury of the 5lh 
Nov. 1807, and 11th Feb. 1808, directing 
the great-coats %f the army to be supplied 
by open contract, are highly proper and 
necessary to be adopted in fotuic. 2. That 
it is the opinion of this house, that open 
Contract should be resorted to in all cases 
where the clothing and appointments of 
the army are ordered by government. 3. 
That a Committee be appointed to take 
tender their consideration the Clothing and 
Appointments of the Army in^ general, 
with a view to ascertain, whether by the 
adoption of a new system, clothing and 
appointments agriteably to his majesty’s 
tegulatioRs, might iwt be furnished on such 
terms as would ensure a great saving to 
' the public, and at the same time allow a 
eontinuance of those emoluments to the 
cofnneis that tl^y have hitherto enjoyed 
from the clothing pf their regiments, or 
an equivalent m lieu thereo(i'’— He con¬ 
cluded by stating, that it was not his in¬ 
tention to press bis motions this session. 

The Stc^arjf ttt W'er replied to the ob¬ 
servations of the bon. gent. Those who 
were well arquainted with the woollen 
trade, bad informed him that the prices 
had remaiued stationary from 1803 to rhe 


■4rnijf 094tki. ' [100* 

nection whatever with the appointment of 
those who were fo fqpish the clothing of 
the army. Every colonel of a regiment 
selecled his own army clothier. The war- 
office, therofoie, could have no interest in 
the question. It was not to be expected, 
that the treasury would suppose any or¬ 
ders of this nature issued by them upon 
this subject were final, without consultation 
with the military authorities. Thg trea¬ 
sury had recommended a new system, but 
tlie board of general oificers and the com¬ 
mander in chief were so strongly impressed 
with what tliey conceived would be the 
iifjury which the army would sustain from 
thofchange. that the treasury acquiesced. 
He did not think the least advantage would 
accrue to the public from taking the cloth¬ 
ing out of the hands of the colonels; al¬ 
though he was satisfied that (provided a 
ftiir compensation were made to them) the 
colonels would be much benefited, and 
wouhi be very happy to have the clothing 
removed from thoir nands into those of the 
public. He should move the previous 
question on each of the motions. 

Mr. Whttbrsad could find no answer in 
the s^cet h of the right hon. gent, to a 
sin#e one of the statement* of his hon. 
frigid. The speech of the light hon, 
set^etary at war had consisted principally 
of ht panegj ric on great-coats. That the 


present time. With respect to the (^‘ce.X/vomforts aiisiug from the use of them 
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Ibr great-coats that had been fixed 'n 1803, 
twmely. Ids. dd. he could only sav, that 
as far as he understood, that pi ice nad nut 
^en fixed without due deliberation, and 
a consideration of every circumstance 
connected with the subject. A refehm^e 
to the opinion of military men, and parti- 
enlarly to that of the Commander m Chief, 
was indispensable on questions of this na- 
ilira, and consequently the inierenep't of 
Ae hon. gent, did not apply. Wl^n the 
punness was referred to the commander in 
ahieif- A c ommunicated it ti^.e board of 
who, of codrie, were per- 
j^ dUintSrS&ed, and wim after due de- 
lifmtion, declared their unanimous oui- 
, an omnion in which th>i commanaer 
chief had coneurred. 'i^be soldier's 
great-coat was to last him fur /hree years: 
u 09 $ frequently his only cove'-^ng, and it 


coats j^Wald not be iH’ an inferior quality, 
ite li^'piiociple, the board of geheral 
aflbara'ciw the twmmander in chief had 
•wited to any dian^ in tbwsystem by 
wjpeh chats bad hitherto been fur- 
ibjllkad- *ThB acoretssry at war had no con- 


should be secured to the soldier, he would 
be one of the last to dispute; but, on the 
same principle, great part of the rest ofli 
the dress of the anuy should be abolished. 
Some of them wcie dressed in such a man¬ 
ner as to bo tha ridicule of every person 
who passed by. Some of the cavalry 
were seen equipped with immense mufis, 
caps, or Juts, which whether the weather 
%as cOfd or hot, wet or dry, must bn 
equally insupportable) others had im¬ 
mense things hanging over their arm, 
under which they seemed ready to faint 
with fatigue. *Wliiskcrs too, it mi^ht bo 
suppo.sed, were extremely comfortable | 
He agreed that if a more comfortable great 
coat could^be furnished to the soldier for 
Ids. fop- J4-*. it would be proper 

he/Mqtjkl have it. But what was tne po- 
jiHtpii of his honourable ftiend f That the 


bcea^ Ibnrcfonmmft n«ce»ai^tf^,t>*y« tidier had precisely the same coat on hip 

f^iach for Ids. 6d. tnat he might have for 
fits. What greater cqmfoH, then, he 
Wed, roidd the soldier h»ftf in this ? His 
bwt friend had stated, that one house had 


furnished at 10«. Od. the very same ariiclep 
whiqh be had.nfiered ft lit, &d. b4t»UPf 
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Ud Ikftey ifehdef aCceJtW 

o'f.^ ’ t!e ttgi^l 6 d^ tti’e commander in 
chi'efouji^ht td be'donmilted, but he ob)ected« 
diat the Second otder of the treasury 
shuifld oniy have been cunsidt red by the 
" secretary at war, as a hint ah to their opi 
nion Oil the sub|ect He was suipiised 
to find, that thr ri^ht hon. gent had 
- no .ipolocry ioi his conduct, if so 

muclr* of the Lomfoit of the soldiei dc- 
DLuded on Ills greal-coat, and this com- 
Ibit wis to be end inhered the change, 
ib insisting that it Ins Qiode of tuui shing 
was nut to be follovied. the businesh sluyilu 
be lnn*.teiit(f to thr coinniissir^ aeneial. 
Ihis shewed but Iitile legaid toi thetom- 
fiut ot the holdiii, tint I)c( auso the chingt 
Was Iikeh t» tndinj,rr his tomtoit, he 
Would give lip ill iontioid in the matter. 
As to the (oinnithc ot I unntc doijig 
aiiv ihiug on tins subjoc t, he thoughtlUw is 
in vain to f x| ei t It if the ihiuman ^f 
that rommittee weit a man of non, it he 
Mtie to live to the yiaih ofM thnsalem, 
tioin the mode in which tint conirnittec 
w IS now pio< ceding, little good wai, to 
be luukrd for. Iht jjirat-eoats might be 
worn out again and agSiiibcf le 
liel would be atiuided lioni that qii^ter 
lie should tiu teloie suppoi t all the Kejolu< 
tions of his lioii inend '' \ 

Geuiial Sfuot thou ht it si^uifitd not 
wliatwasthe diess of solditis, jfrovidcu 
they were well disiiplmed The dres^ 
alluded toby the hon ^ciit was adopted 
111 some IiqIiI icgiinents t teavaliy, in loii 
sequinee utseveial Gcinniis Inniig eouie 
ovei to this eountiy, who belonged to .t ^i- 
iticnts tiiat dressed in that w 13 Such 
dressts wcie«(onsideied as well idajitfd 
to eavahy employed at out} osts Ihe 
saddh s they used wiie p vtu iilaijy iisf Isl 
on such seivices. Nveiil llussai iv,,i- 
ments weie equipped in unit ition of tbe 
Getnnn eavahy, by oidei ol the Com 
m<in«lei m Chief, and he did not sie 
that thou dress was mote iidirnlous th iii 
the long tills and the jnoiistiuus inco)i> 
Xtnient eodvtd liats, ioumrly worn by 
eavalry. 11 the bii^im js'of pV^^dwig tor 
tlie rlothing of the solt'icis was falJwi out 
of the hands of the oolomls of ,egiin 


dieis wouldliuit ilun be ^o wtH otT as 
present i it w ts the amh^^pnbVa 

j,ploncl, who always bid a ugaid^ft^it 
Tegimeuit, to inak« thi soMicis ha|^ is 
appeal inee as ijossible: and he 
^lutally s,Hut mote tin the die» 8 *ut the 
VoL. XI. 


than waS 

ftr the j^rpbse. * 7* *r»> * 

Mr. ^AiiMead congrkluitfitAjfthe CftniCh 
on the vigilance 61 the two 
w ho he conjectured Were a tew 
visiting Its outposts, as ne had discbvitr 
them mounted on hussar saddles, 
laugh, and a cry ot order *] 

Mr? Huihston thought every thing tb» 
hofi member could wish was ttOw feiirty la 
tram and likely to be acrompftilhe<^. 
dciindcd the ticasury ftdin any itbpWCh'* 
tion ol blame, hut leprobated the* ideaJof 
open-contracts, astenduigto raise thepncft^. 
otcomaiodilies to government A 

Mr IhiHer concurred witti thehoh, 

(Ml. Whitbrt ad), mjiiheubng tbetdlMlsi 
ol some ot out ugiadents, and cspetiilMy 
the sudden ihatigiR of regimentaftr the 
exjienee ot whuh had conipetled many 
ufliccis to quit rhi 11 leg.iiiCnts Advenib^ 
to the scaritini ss oi clothing in some Cftie^ 
h" deehrfd tint he had seen mstirtc«% lilt 
which thi’diessottlipsoldurs ot 'tiegimcflidi 
had bee n i.ndc so tigiit, that it had beetv 
b'list by the sudden contnetion oecasiohcd 
by a shower ot laiii; and the p6of fclMv* 
wtie left with nothing but then shirts to 
fovei n pait ot their bodiCs which *hO 
would not dame laugh ] Oft the 
whole, however, he believed that Ute 
clothing w as conducted on avert equitable 
pitneiple—After i l<w words in cxpla- 
intioii, Mr ^Ta^ 'ell withdrew his nrotkms. 

[Mr PviMii*-, Claim] 'Ihe house 
w IS mot id, that the last ot the Rcsulutfoini 
which,upon the 1 ith of June, wasieported 
fioip ♦he toiiuniltte ot tl ( wht Ic house, to 
wiliom It w s i« kiud to roiwidcr further 
of the supply uiaiitid io his majesty, aftd 
was till 11 Vq" '''' house, might be 
n^in u ad — \n i the same w is, a^agtecd 
UiiW ilk houv, 1 C id at« oidinglv*, as f61- 
ton eiS, V 1 / lit s ilv ed, 'I h u a s-unr, ftyt 
exetidlx^ 51,70-V Os id fn -^antv^ 


he jiiid to Iohi^'‘^piyr, dtq. 
fviice <t I'u ’due 
till eniie of the PusV 
diy ol A]»iil nu3 to tm^hi 
Uv IhOV' 


his majisrs* 
b< 1114 the 
to Inin oil till 
from tilt 5tj 
day of I ill 

The Cloned 01 of i/<u tbs 

move 


foiji St jiirati MU on th it fl^sbhiUpn, 
It would piodute no bdufit to the ai^^ jnstofeWn S'lowirta 1 ^ to 
luu any saung to the public. The slT- flh^^eiiEril \ppifjiiiat1onbilnH? wriald 

■ ' ■ ‘ fo\ ffiakiiig tffK’proUpJU'* 

'narce, 
4dm1^n 


stite Ills HI uis,mi rftaki^g pf^; 
tion, ot wiiithlit Inti giviffi |dde'tU 
that it niifthf not inpea'i w 6^ ^ 4dmfer 
mi isuit * Tlip onlinu^ 
house vv \s to} Jt ill till gifintelif ^“yhiir 
into the appropilaii^'btil, ’Itftt, ifl[*tA!o^t<» 
3 1 • • 
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the cnorse wliicli he was about to re- 
cotuinend, the house would not act in an 
onparlianieiitary or an uiiprt cedented man¬ 
ner. If there ever was u case in which 
the ordinary course should be deviated 
from, it was the j^esent, for veiy strong 
reason:!, which he would distinctly show. 
With respect to the precedents on this 
subji-ct, he would submit to the house a 
neat variety of them. In the first place, 
he would state a mimbcr of cases of grants 
voted in the committee of supply to pri¬ 
vate individuals, with conditions annexed 
to tliem, some of which had been cairied 
into cfleit solely by a sc'paratc bil^, while 
Others had been incorporated into the 
appropriation act. The first that he would 
mention was a votethe house in a com¬ 
mittee of supply, Olathe 10th of April 
1739, of 50001. to Mrs. Johanna Steele, «n 
condition that she would with all conve¬ 
nient speed make discovery ol her remedy 
for curing the stone ; this vote was cariied 
into effect by a separate bill, and did not 
appear in the appropriation ac^ Another 
vote was on the ‘28th of Jan. 1731, of 
14,000/.»to sir Thomas Ulomc, as a recom- 
pence for the introduction of organzined 
dlk into this country, on the condition 
Uiat he should produce the models of his 
'fttills. Tin. \ote w'as carried into effect 
by a separate bill, but did make its appear>- 
rance in the appropriation act. 50001 . IwJr 
been voted in a committee of supply, to 
the family of Mr. flarriMin, for his time¬ 
piece, on the condition that his executors 
should, ns speedily as possible, explain its 
construction. I'his vote was I'arrictl into 
'effect bv a separate bill, and was also in^or-^ 

J orated in the appropriation ai t; 3,(i(X)/. 

ad been voted in a committee of supply, to 
IMr. Phillips, on the condition of his dis¬ 
covering the composition of a powder 
destroying iasects. This vote was ied 
into efte<i|| by a separate bill, whA.h was 
and it di<l not au^hr in the 
tiSNfcgct. Two oi/thice years 
s hlrTThillips renwed his* ap- 
and the house of commons, in a 
c of supplyf voted pirn 1000/. 
was carrie’d into eflccVin a sepa- 
tate bill, which bill was also l^t in the 
bousawof.loTds, ami it did not ap^^in the 
appropriation act.—-Thw it appeal 
oat of the** five cases the house adopted 
one course in three instalices, and another 
Course in the remaining two. The same 
variety of proceeding would appt-ar on an 
cxaininatim of different grants that had 
been voteti for publi^urposes. In soine 
< « 
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cases these votes had been carried into 
effect solely by separaftf bills ; in others 
they had been incorporated in the appro- 
priutioh act. For the construction and 
improvement of Westminster Bridge va¬ 
rious sums had been voted at dill'crcnt 
period.s. On the 13th of May, 1742, 

20,0001 .: on the 2 Hh-, 1754, 25,000/. 

Ill both the.se cases the votes had been 
caiied into effect in separate bilN, anj lidff 
not appeal ihI in the appropi iation act. 
On the 2Tth of June 1742,25,000/.; in 
1743, 2.3,000/.; in 1751, 2,300/.; all 
V hich had been cairied into effect by sc- 
pat&tc bills, but had also been iiicoipo- 
ratedr into the appropriation act. ft was 
evident, therefore, that in these instances, 
all relating to the object, ihc bouse 
had beinuiflueuced solely by convenience. 
There were vaiioiis other similar grants. 
Oif the 2d of March 1750, 1(),0(X)/., 
fo( v^ideniug the streets of Westminster ; 
and in M.iy 1758, 10,00d/, for repaiiiiig 
Milford IIav«‘ii; which votes were carried 
into effect by .separate bills although they 
apjicarcd in the appropriation acts. In 
1750, 10,000/. for Milford Haven ; on the 
ytli ot^Iay 1750, various sums as com- 
pcns^oii for the purchase of lands at 
Portnnouth and Plymouth ; on the 23d of 
Marldi 1702, .5,000 for paving We.stmin- 
stcr,a\vd on the 1 ftli of April 1707, 2,000/. 
..■ 3 #Hitioi»‘l for the same purpose. All 
these voli\ were cairied into effect by 
separate bilLs, and did not appear in the 
'appropiiation act. Fiom these various 
casi's it was clc.ir that not only on pii- 
vate but on public grants the house had 
always exercised its own option on the 
mode of proceeding —But, there w as ano¬ 
ther class of ca->cs more iieaily lesem- 
bling that under consideration. They 
were the* grants which had been made 
without any conditiumannexed. On the 
23id of Del ember 1707, 2,120/. 18s. Od. 
bad been voted in a committee of sup¬ 
ply as due to capt. Baines Uoach for* the 
arrears of the rent of foitcited estates in 
Irelai.d, granted to him by act of parlia¬ 
ment. Tl^ vot/J was carried into effect 
b) a s^fPvTme hill,*au^did not appear in 
tli^y^n-opriation act. On the 28th of 
Ja jjary 1752, 112,143/. was voted to’ the 
acaii coiniiany as a compensation for 
tijp loss of their chartcied iJuds. This 
v«e had been carried into effb^ by a sepa- 
raT^'>K*,?niiT was not incoiTJmatcd into the 
apjirMriation act. But one of the most 
matenal cases to which the house o^^ht 
to attead was that of Kye harbour. Oh 
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the 25lh of Feb. 1745, the committee 
of supply voteif ,a grant to his ma¬ 
jesty of 23,360/. out of the sinking fund, 
to enable the Lominibsioiicrs ofKje har¬ 
bour to (‘oniplute the works. The appro- 
' priiition bill was subsec|uetilly brought into 
the lioiue, but this grant was not inchuled 
ill it: and the committee upon it on the 
.«-SAi^^April was ailjourned to a late hour, 
lb/ mft'pwi^jose of allowing the vote of 
money for Rye hat hour to be made the 
Mibject of a separate bill. Another case 
had uceurred in 1776, of a grant upon 
the petition of Dr. Smith, as a rewari 
for his having attended sick prisoners 
in London and Westminster, TliJit pe¬ 
tition had been, with some counter pe¬ 
titions, referred to a comiiiitloe, which 
iiiade no rejiort. In the ye.ir 17.S1 the pe¬ 
tition was leiiew’id, and on the repoit of a 
(oinmiltce, a bill was biought in, ^nd 
jiasM-d the housq of continoiis for granting 
1,200/, to Dr. Smith, which bill was never 
returned fioiu the lords. It was impossi¬ 
ble, after w hat he had stated, to conteiul, 
that it was not pcifectly competent to the 
house tocarrj its sole into iIK'ct, either by 
.separate bill, or by its inseition iu's^jic ap¬ 
propriation act. The grant had beciiAroted 
oil grounds not satislactory to his Aiind, 
and fliough he still retained his ftA'iner 
opinion. It was not upon that he proposed 
the present course. The house^Jbcd a u , 
crelion, and it remained to be considered 
under w hat circumstances the house would 
be disposed to [iroctid, by a separate bill, 
or by including the grant in the appropri¬ 
ation act. If no otiiiT motive would apjily 
the course that w'ould be most convenient, 
w'ould be yiost desirable. In ordinary 
cases, where there wa.s not likely to be any 
diileiencc of ofiinion elsew'hcre, it inigfit 
be proper to insert the grant in t!ie appro- 
jiriatioa act. Riit,*if there .should be any 
fair reason to suppose siicli a dillcrence of 
opiivon to exist in that other quarter, that 
would be good ground for taking the grant 
out of the appropi iation act. The vote 
proceeded upon an assumption of an agree¬ 
ment between Mr. Pitt and \yr. |*almer, 
and then assumcd^thaC nothing *fri|dhap- 
ened to defeat such contract, atidnwt a 
ill should he brought in to carry theljmn _ 
tract into effect. That house knew ivaT' 
the other hluse had the matter under tliYr 
consideratiwo^JJy having recgii^d a ni«- 
snge from it, requiring a conimul^M|^un 
of the evidence upon which they had ij^iassed 
thetbill for granting the luinuity to Mr. 
Palmer. ISuviiig, by schding up riiat bill 


to the other house, given it an opportunitj^'' 
of exercising an unrestrained judgmianlT 
upon one part of the case, they should nov 
by inserting this grant in the appropria>« 
tion bill, reduce the other house to the ei>^ 
ternative of either acceding to a grant, of 
which it disai>provcd, or of rejecting the 
appropriation of the supplies of the year* 
The right hun. gent, then quoted the au» 
thurity of Air. Hat.«el, vol. iii. p. 195, to 
shew, that tucking one measure to another 
fur the purpose of forcing another branch 
of the legislature to accede to it, was highly ’ 
irri gular, and a breacli of the practi^ of 
pariiaiyenl; but that to do this with at 
know ledge that the part so tacked was dis« 
agreeable to the other branch of the Irgiii* 
lature, was highly iLingeruus and uncoiiT 
.stitutional. He adi/itted that this doctrine 
hwl been applie(|/by Mr. Hatscl to the 
tucking to Dioiiey-bills measures uncon* < 
iiectcd with the supply, but contended,, 
that the principle extended to preclude thO 
house from any course that w'ould reduce 
the other ]^ousc to the altornative he had. 
stated. 1ft tliriefore, the house should see 
no reason, founded upon parliamentary 
usage, for declining the course he had to 
propose, why insert the grant in the ap¬ 
propriation act, why* clog the supplies of 
the year with a measure that would endan¬ 
ger tlieir passing the other house ? The 
, aopusition upon which the gi'ant rested, 
wMs one on which not only the present 
house of commons entertained a difference , 
of opinion, but a former bouse of commons, 
had ri'jccted. And there was as mochi 
reason to think, that any other assembly 
would differ from the pre.seiit house m ' 
commons, as that the fur liter house of cop}- < 
nions had differed from it. If ever theie* 
had been a case in which the grant shott^ 
iib^arricd into effect by‘a separate act, (t 
wva'Nb*' present. He should ask any hon. 
inemlTly^o shew any case in |>hich two 
votes t^pded upon the same.^ principle,,, 
had been cA yeJ into elic^»^iK»' a^- , 
paratc bill/hu other by insertionth* 
appropriatmii act. If there w’as no4^^ar - 
case, theimhis was a new case, and iu^laM 
competci/ to the house to exercise 
cretioii imon it. The house would l 

fore dij^e, w hether under all the cioctint- > 
''.jftfices of the c ise it would prefer tho-. 
separate or the giiieral approfMTMtion ac^. 
He should movifth.it a hill be brought in ■ 
pursuant to the resotutiuii of the committeo 
of .siipplf. 

The Uesoliitioii was entcre^ and read, 
and on the qucstioiHieing pul. 
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ca8e> that from havtng detracted tho 
government of the couiitry of an 

individual, and being'^ thereby precluded 
an appeal to its laws, he was even to be 
refused a fair hearing in the only court to 
which ho could apply, the right hun. gent, 
assured me, that 1 had no ap[)rcheu.‘>iuii to 
feel on that account, as however strongly 
he might express his own opinion, (and he 
did not mean to flatter me, ,but,,l.h:a 
would have considerable weight), he was 
fur from wishing to impress that opinion 
against the conviction of lliose who were 
disposed to think well of the claim ; and 
thati if the house decided in its favour, he 
shouVl be perfectly ccmteijlcd with having 
pertormed his duty. The riglit hon. gent, 
coiitirmed thia assurance, and satisfied me, 
beyond a doubt, of the candour of his in¬ 
tentions, by quoting the case of a grant to 
Dll Jenner, w'hich lie stated had been car¬ 
ried in tlic previous session against an in¬ 
dividual but strenuous opposition on ins 
part.—I thanked the right hon. gcnlleniaii 
very sincerely for his liberality, and told 
liiici at tlic time, that however 1 lamented 
liii unfavourable impression, and sensible 
of the Ufluence it must carry, that my 
own ^m iction of the justice of the case 
assured me of its success. At a second in- 
tervilfw' with the right hon. gent, previous 
to the Easter vacation, ou submitting ta 


,' ^ajor Painter rose and sagl—Str; after 
tfe indulgence 1 cxpcricneed from the 
liouse on the first discussion of this subject, 
ft was not my intention to have obtruded 
lurtber on their notice ; but the many de¬ 
bates which have cince occurred, with the 
motion now made by the right hon. gent, 
will, 1 trust, apologize for the observations 
I presume to offer. I beg leave to remind 
^,e house, that this claim was renewed, 
in the first instance, by a petition, whicli had 
Induced his maj.’s late administration to 
’ i^onseiit to the appcinlment of a committee 
tp. examine the evidence upon Mr. Pal- 
.fitef's Agreement wilii government, taken 
by a previous coinmitlee in the yeaV 1797, 
and to report tluir observations ; tliat the 
late chancellor of tisi exchequer (lord M. 

Petty), hiul |n't>posc(l\|ie .selection of thi.s 
committee, con.sisting \ f the mcmber.s fi^r 
counties, principal maniifucturing towns, 
the genticmeu of the long robe and mer¬ 
chants, us being the most competent to 
decide on the met its of the case, and to 
IBakc a well grounded, impartial, and 
every way satislactovy riqiort to the house. 

The chajiigc of administration prevented 
this appointment at the moment; but, 
at the meeting of the' new parliament, 
the petition was agaj.ii received, and the 
'Itpprubation of liic present chancellor of 
W exchequer given for, the adoption a*" 

same measure recommended by l iis. I Irun a notice of the intended motion, he 


j^edecessor. A committee, thus con- 
ptUuted and uppoinic-d, accordingly sat, 
end after a deliberate investigation of the 
Evidence laid before them, with the exa- 
Xaination of further evidence, made their 
'report. Mr. Palmer, flallering liiinSi’.lf, 
ftgit the re,port ,of this rommiUec, so sc- | 
pould not but be apiu'ovod, was 
^tph surprised and mortified to le.irn the 
j^ 9 Pprpbatioii of the chancellor of '' 
4ii^hequcr, and from this considerati^i, m 
tpjB hope ^hat, during the reec.s.s, thf^Tright 
gent, might have the leisj^ipOo exa- 
inine V^tdly into the n^its of the 
Palm^ was advisey and con- 
SCto a temporary postpyienient of 
—1 am now, sir, to stlg^te my own 
liuct in this affair. On beinV. returned 
rparliautont at the comhienceirLnt of the 
jt session, I did my.self the i^our of 


obligingly'again confirmed the consent of 
the crown given by the former and present 
administration ; and on my stating that I 
iiarl repeated the substance of our former 
conversation to many who had been anx¬ 
ious to learn his sentiments, the rigli'. hull, 
gent, fully ndiuitted it, and strengthened 
the opinion 1 culcrtained ofh^s sincerity. 
Surely then, sir, after such profeasiuns, it 
whs natulal for me to hope, upon tiic di.s- 
cus.sion of this question, of which so long 
a notice had been given, and to which 1 
had earnestly intrealed the attendance of 
every iudividuat member, that the fight- 
hon. gent, who had equally solicited the 
i.ttendaiire of his own fr'ciul.'< on the occa¬ 
sion, would /lavp, considered the decision 
of so a majority in favour of the 

cla‘[ijit<as conclusive of the sense of the 
_ _ hoSe ; and that I should at least have e.v- 

waiting on the chancellor of thc^T^!H^ ^ 4»^ i, penccd the .same candour on the part of 
' ' ’ ■ ■ gJ.crinnent, in carrying thattdecisioii of 

tlb house into effect, whiidi Ijbd induced 
tha^iM^^u* of the crownirTthe first iu- 
staii^: for 1 must think it hard, after 
having overcome what 1 conceived ^nd 


quer to lp|u;n his sentitments previous'to 
any notice of a motion'- on the subject. 
iJppa this OGca.sion the right hon. gent, 
candidly told me, that he should oppose 
l|)6 measure ; but uu my remonstniting 
H’itli him oh the hardship of Mr. Palmer’s 


fully understood from the right horn geuh 
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woullfipe tjje iffiff difficulty, I should 
since hv/^ea exposed to greater trials, 
and in vniich 1 seem but to have succeeded 
to embitter the disappointment I am at 
last to su^r. It is urged, that I have 
caused the necessjty of tiie present mo- 
Sion, by sending the bill fur Mr. Palmer’s 
future per-centage to the lords; but this 
s])pnl(l be considered the art of the house, 
ati^hh^ttittuac: for how was I to do other¬ 
wise than adopt that mode of carrying the 
previous votes into eliect, which had been 
decided by a large majority; viz. to move 
for the arrears in a committee, of supply^ 
and to bring in a bill for the future [fer- 
centage ? JV'ur was an idea then enlertaaned, 
that the arrears once voted in the supplies 
could be wiilidrawn. The bill was tiierc- 
foie brought in as matter of course, aiid 
which, in the possible event of being thrown 
out by the lords, might be renewed in afty 
future session. The inonu'iit it tvas Itihtttd 
that the rejectioli of the bill in the upper 
house might endanger the arrears, all 
thoughts of carrying it there, on my part, 
were given up : the notice of the third 
reading was ilropped, nor would it have 
met its fate vvitli the peers, h.*^ not 
the chancellor ef the exchequer hi^nu'lf 
thought proper to send it there, amj for 
that purpose, by moving the third rea'/ing, 

1 wi.sh to express no opinion upon the cou- 
duct'of the right hon. gent. Initjperely | 
stand acquitted with the house’of having | 
sought the difliculty I am placed in. With 
respect to the present motion, it is to be 
viewed in two points, as relating to the 
house, and lo.piyscir. Tor myself, I must 
object to it, nor eoulil it be considered but 
xis an act of folly, or hypocrisy «n niy part 
to give up lOiai lias been established as a 
right by the re[>i'atcd votes of this boiisp, 
for the puiqiose of bringing in a b*!! whicli 
evtry one knows tmist defeat the object it 
protesses. The question, as relating to 
the hoii.se, is of too much consequence to 
calculate, the iiitirestof the individual, and 
1 beg that it may not stand a moment in 
the way; the only favour 1 ask of tiu! 
right hou. gent, is, that lie wiH^e satisfied 
in wiihdrawing the^arrCar.s, if i^Slt^ld be 
the pleasure of the .house, and at\£Ki.st 
spare me the unnecessary trouble 
tiiortirication wliicli the proposed bill nilLVi;' 
involve. Cliuld I anticipate a fair coii^- 
deration of ||jcjjucMion, so lai; 
ing, no one would more anxiousl^^^ — . 
the discussion than myself. 1 woulw sub- 
init^t. to the common sense of any* indi¬ 
vidual in thcfekiiigdom wlfb cuuid oii^' read 


the evidence, much rather to the 
lightened minds if allowed mi 
judgment. But, without meaning any 
respect to the noble lords, 1 feel it bt| 
iinpo^ible ; and that, were 1 in the samm 
situation, either wholly*ignorant, or: 
partially informed on the subject, witii .htl 
resistible prejudices in favour of One par^ 
and those which had been raised againirit^ 
the otlier—^The hon. gent, being herb in-r; 
tcrrnpted by the Speaker, who .stated, that 
it was contrary to order to allode to an^ 
discussion that had passed in the lot^ii^ 
concluded with saying, that he would nOt. 
longer j^etain the. house than to repeat hii|i 
wish that, in the event of the arrears bein^ 
withdravi'ii, he might imt he compelled-'^ 
bring in a second biU/which must inevilkj, 
ably meet the rcccmon of the first. 

Mr. though I cannot, sir^ 

forbear to give my testimony of approba*' 
tion, in common, 1 am persuadedf, witljt 
that of every other genyeman, to the man« 
ner in which the hon. .member who haa; 
just sat do\yn has argued and conducted' 
thi.s business in every part of its progress* 
and nut less so upon the present than oi| 
every preceding occasion, yet I must coh«, 
lend that bis endeavours ought now to be 
considered as wholly superfluous, so far fta 
relate cither to tlie merits of the case, oif. 
tA any interest merely his own; and that 
'’.a house, having come to a formal adjudU, 
cation upon the subject, has nothing nb# 
to consider but the propriety or improi*" 
pricty of defending its own deci.sion. It lit 
not a question at the present moment whe^ 
tlicr^ what the house decided was rights' 
Jjiit whether having so decided, ii, can, a^' 
at present circumstance^, itUcr its decision^. 
Ail that the right lion. gent, therefore 
been labouring with so much effort, is n^, 
imVii^to the purpose, lie has been ilinK 
sackpl^ the .Journals, diving into jtb<l^ 
depths\f parliamentary lore, wasting bbt 
time aim pains, and wearing out 
eyes of his ^ase-himtcr, oe 4^ to <^11 usi 
what nobody over disputed, that paf]ui<^ 
ment has ordilllrciit occasions procevdi^^ 
in both wavs, sometimes by a separate 
and sonicwmes by introducing grants ii;^ 
the sort In question into appropriate^ 
will admit, if the bon. g*fitlife|' 
wishes it, that the option between!' 
th^ two ways wbs in the fi#it instaniSe' 
completely o|)en* to tlie house: hut dhe 
question for us at present is, whether tbit 
option cAitinucs open to us now. ^let 
great edifice, therctoro, of the ^un. gent.^ 
learning, however cQVious and costly, hot 
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been raised upon grounds not belonging another course of trial, jSpinion 

to the question, and will stand him in as a most scaiidalouo proceeding, '‘jmd was 
little stead as tlie house of a man, who one accordingly which I opposejd at the 
should have built, unfortunately, upon his tunc to the utmost of njy po''/er. The 
neighbour’s land. What is it to us what nl)jectlon is in one respect mpre strong 
the house has done, on occasions similar in the present instanc'c: because ne\er 
even, if you please, to the present, but surely was there a question on which the 
where it had not previously made its elee- sense of the house w'as more fairly taken, 
tiop, and where accordingly its choice What fiossible idea can honourable ts«»* - 
might be fi'ee ? We have chosen, and can- tlemen have, when they talk &!■’'tills as a 
not now, without the most fl igitious in- party question ? A question does not be- 
justicc, revert to the situation in w’hich we come a parly question merely because 
formerly stood. It is needless, therefore, members of a paiticnlar party vote for it; 
to inquire, what would be the value of the ht this late every question on which the 
precedents, which the hon. gent after lionsc n un mimous must be a pirtyqucs- 
' searching back for near a century, has tionf but because mcinbeis of a parti- 
been thus able to I ^te together. 1 should ciil ir jiaiiv vote for it and those only; 
say that out of the \ihole lot, excepting and even then iiufhiiig is theicby deiided 
perhaps the case of (\ajtaiii Roach, there as to the merits. I should have thought, 
was hanlly one of whit’i anv u>e conld^ic indeed, that gentlemen on the other side 
made; and of that or any otiier that might woujd not have been so fond of deseribing 
upon the first view be thought applicable, as a party question, a question in whith 
how little do we know of ih" circumstances they have been five times beat, bnt would 
existing at the time, and which might hav'c have been willing to allow something to 
determined the house to one cciir^e or the the merits ol the case, instead of ascribing 
other! It is enough for us to know', that the whole to the strength of their adver- 
the case*in which we are «ailed upon to saries. Whatever their wish, however, 
act, is a case already decided, and decided may I,', % or whatever, and with more rea- 
by members now no longer present, and son, might be our w ish, the fact is, that the 
who have retired ilUo the countiy, not triiitpph of Mr. Palmer has not been the 
Trom weariness or idleness, or from mo- triumph of a party, but a triumph ol truth 
lives of liking or convenience, but from and justice. And how indeed in the nature 
a firm and pist persuabion that all t(!^*oi'thin^b'-ould it be otherwise’ What 
material business of the session, and un- possible means has Mr. Palmer of cn- 
questionably thispart of it, wa-i at an end; gaging in his favour the sentiments ot 
and who Will feel good reason to complain, the house of commons, but through the 
(as the house collectively and the country medium of the opinion which they may 
will have reason to complain), if, the -ni)- entertain of the merits of his case ? What 
ment they have tiimca their backs, the boons has he to dispense ? What jiatro- 
whole of what Hadcbccn done in the.r pre- nage does he posses^ ? Wha^ ' adv.mce- 
aence, and which everyone then const- ment’docs any one ‘ hope from him, w ho 
dlercd as final, should be thus fraudulcntjl^' nc rcveiyie hath but his good spirits ;* 
and surreptitiously reversed. Never, Ii'.-is either to serve his friends or to contend 
there surely such a proceeding att^pted,’ against his enemies ? The hon. gent, will 
except oWe, and that, one shpi^id have perhaps tell me, that the case, which I had 
th6ught,.nqt of a sort which'^vouId bav'e myself alJiuled to, of the duke of A‘hol, 
beeuf«!sortechtoa,saprcccdcnli, the change anbrded an instance which I at least can- 
I mean, wdiich was made in Ihe mode of not dispute, wheie money had been voted 
pro^eding against loid Meliille. The to an individual, upon grounds not very 
Mifl^ments excited on that occasion, were satisfacb^b* made opt. But the hon. 
notofa sort to giv'c much encouragement to gentj/.iust not forget one circumstance, 
those who miglit wish to have r^oiirse to tha^ the noble duke in <|Uestioii, to say 
a siiifilar exjiedient I was as '‘"S superior rank and station 

advocate as any one for referring the a«'l numerous connections, before he con- 

of that noble lord, to the tribuinl of the vbiced the house h »l wiccecc ed in con- 
house of peers; but the ant by which the vi,icinjij,f‘>' minister. J(ftl'«i]|yrver de- 
housc of commons changed its decision in nieTI^tmit the influence {lossosscd in some 
tbA retpcct, and by trick and surprize re- cases^y individu.ils might be sufficient to 
curred to inpeaehment after having for- gain the assistance of a minister ; or 'hat 
mally and in a full fibuse resolved upon the opinions of a ininistcr niigltt have soni4 
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the judgment of the 
house, Vncquesdq^ is, what could an 
individual do, powerful as he might be, 
without tlm assistance ? 1 have hearcl of a 
man who laving made a bet that he and 
^is compaiiion would cat some extraor- 
ainary (j[uanlily of peaches, when the day 
came and his friends were in despair, 

< b'^ged ail the odds in his favour by ten- 
dcriiigSii'asJus compaiiion a lean sow. It 
would be no wonder, if with such an as¬ 
sociate, the bet was won with ease. But 
what w'ould the eater have done without 
his friend ? What would the duke of* 
Athol have done without the mpiistA-? 
And still more, what could Mr. Palmer 
have done, supposing his cause to have 
been a bad one, not only without the 
minister, but with the miiiister straining 
every nerve, and calling out ‘ party 
ifuestiun’ against him } I suppose Sn 
instance could Ijardly he found, even in 
the compass of a period as long as that 
which the hon. gentieinati has taken for 
his precedents, where a question had been 
decided bearing such certain marks of the 
real sense and genuine eonsiction of the 
house. Yet this is the decision, which we 
aic now called upon to rescind, and in the 
circumstances which have been described. 
It i.s nut an a]>peal from a tliin house .o a 
full one, from a hasty tribunal to one more 
considerate, from ‘ Philip dnmk^ Pliill, 
sober but cpiite the contrary : the ap¬ 
peal is made tioni knowledge to ignorance, 
from delibc ration to haste, from a full and 
general attendance to a scanty and partial 
one. The bulk of those who hud examined 
the subject and who had qualified tliem- 
seUes to decide upon it, are retired and 
gone, judging, as well they might, that 
the business was over, and tlieiralteiidaiuyi; 
no lunger necessary. If their pfaces are 
in any instances su[/pliod, it is by gentle¬ 
men, many of whom we have the pleasuie 
of seeing now for the first time since the 
commencement of the session, and who, 
having been brought to tow n unexpectedly, 
by business no doubt of their ow n, are 
just in time to correct thi*> abimiinaj^le de¬ 
cision, winch their jrately 

indeed but must unadvisedly, had cotiWo. 

I must, how'over for my part, formillj 
enter my protest both against their juiXt-' 
ment and their jurisdiction. 1 must boVi 
ailirni the pl^opMety of the fqjyger deeji- 
sion, and utterly deny their com|!k.i^!l:y 
to reverse it, in tlie circumstances in 
w'hi^'h they are placed, even thougfi the 
fermer dcciSKin should in*the first iiistance 


tidil 

have been ever so objectionable. At 
rate, however decided the majority and 
deliberate tfio discussion, there is no de-' 
termination, wiiich the house can have 
cuinc toduringthe course of a session, that 
may not be set aside athhe end of it. I 
protest against the measure proposed,'a» 
one of the most disgraceful to the present* 
character of the house, and dangerous ^y 
its example, that the house could well be 
called upon to adopt. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne observed, that thia 
appeared to him a question wholly itide- 
pendent of the merits of Mr. Paimer'a' 
case, ^cts of appropriation, he thought, 
ought not to be loaded with any extraneous 
votes, lie must acknoi^dge, that he ha4 
not investigatc'd th^ particulars of MV. 
Palmer’s case, andjCvas therefoi'e unable 
to form a judgmei/ of its merits. Great 
diflcrencc of opinion had not only pre-' 
vailed upon the subject of this vote in 
that house, but out of doors ; and it was 
his opinion, that the other branch of the 
legislature ^ould not he deprived of the 
opportunity of unrestrained judgment 
upon the measure. The hon. geiU. then 
entered into a justification of the grant to 
the duke of Athol, and concluded with 
expressing a wish thafrthe business should 
undergo every proper discussion. ' 

•Sir Thomas Turton. —Sir, 1 never rose to 
..bmit my observations on any question 
before the house with t reater feelings of 
concern, or indignation, than I now do on 
the very extiaordinary speech and motion 
of my right hon. friend. Before I enter 
on tijc subject of it 1 cannot avoid making 
^ome ubscrv aliens on the consistency and 
libeiality of the hon. genf. who has just 
'>at down, lie prefaccu his speech with 
tj^e ucknnwlerlgmcnt ' that he had nob 
liet'U able to investigate the particular! 
of Arv i’aliiier’s ca^, and was therefore 
unable \) form any Judgment ofks merits,’ 
and yct^ivijjCr tins confesMon, the lutn. 
g(‘iit. has had the candour and justice to 
give a dcci/i d opinion on u case, on the 
pnrtii ulars |)f whic b be has avowed hia 
igiiuiance./ The hon. gent, cannut takcii 
amiss, ih-d 1 .-iiii nut iiicliiied to give- 
inm li weiflit,or to pay mm-lirespect loan 
opinion, 0 formed. But llie bon. mother 
' 1 . ...‘ertaiiils correct in observing that theso 
mqrils and claims#(on whivh, however, he 
has slept out of llie wav to pass his judg- 
iiicnt) tamioi a fleet the vote of to-night, 
for as tlib- right hon. gent, opposite (f0r. 
Windham) has observed, whatcier may be 
the event of the present i.ioliun, Utose clainta 
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MH remam anshakeo> that debt for ever 
^HK to Mr. Palmer by the recognition of 
this houses The question this night to be 
decided is, the tinwarrantable conduct of 
his majesty’s ministers. Sir, the chan¬ 
cellor ^ the excAequer, in support of the 
lOotaOD, has quoted the authority of Mr. 

' ]|htfeeU; that is an authority so respect¬ 
able^ that 1 cannot help reminding the 
chancallor of the exchequer hovr unequi- 
TOcally dtat authority reprobates the con¬ 
duct of ministers who give the consent of 
crown to measui-es they mean to 
oppose. I think he stiles it unparlia¬ 
mentary and unronstitutioual. tin thi« 
case if we could not expect support, the 
minister ought to i^ave been neuti al. Let 
ttt see bow his condWt has been consistent 
even with this. Sir, vhe proceedings on 
thn subject, down to T' ■' “ 

cision of the house. 


filth and last fte- 
fresh in es'ery 


are 


one's recollection, nor can it be Yorgotten 
Iw the house or the public, that after all 
me sophistry and ingenuity, after all the 
fylacious arguments which hatie been used 
(o mislead and confound the judgment, 
piurliamhnt, in the nutne of the people of 
, Great Britain, has declared by m ijoi ities 
<M respectable and independent as ever 
Carried any motioif within these walls, 
*y That Mr. Palmer is entitled to the ads'aii- 
%age of his contract.’ I should has’c 


liowever pertinacious in their oj)imon, 
liowever mortified by a result so c<jntraiy 
to their expectations and to their usual Cor- 
tuae, would at last have learned, from the 
^ C^ady and honourable resistance to tin ir 
,'ttn)u^ conduct, a Ic'Son of siihini^'sioii tes 
s^ie so often extn*Qrsed voice of the par- 
rmunent. Indeed, sir, I mu«t a( knowledge 
^4ic( when I saw this notice on the or^r 
code, I was prepared for the withdiw^g 
^ and 1 really came down to tho<nous£ 
'U^r the expectation of it. l/cannot, 
ct%a now, think it will be ps^i^rercd in. 
Js«a donqup^t by gosernmciiA over an in¬ 


dividual, the object ? Can sue! 
.^Modoce a gleam of sati.sf.>ctil 
'md>weakest minded uftlirm 


a conquest 
n amongst 
iWili they 



owed 
to the 
otyect: 
ppropri- 
that by 


hon. mover: *Tbehou9C 
the Claim of Mr. Palmer, it is i 
mode .of voting this sum, that 
you have put this sum into the 
at ion act, and 1 am apprehensl| 
this means you will endanger passing th'q 
supplies of the year through the lords, the 
consequence or which must be obvious, 
whereas by the adoption of myprjsswrt* 
method, you give the other op¬ 

portunity at least to discuss and examine 
the subject, independent of the other mat¬ 
ters svhich would be affected by it, if they 
throw out this grant, and in asking this, 1 
am violating no practice or usage of the 
housi, which lias fiequently adopted this 
mode on similar occasions.' jSir, I only 
pray, that 1 may have patience to examine 
these reasons, these p'^tences which have 
bcj^n urged for a line of conduct, w'hich 
the piorc it is examined into, the more 
iirifoutulod ill fact, the more disgraceful 
to its proposers, will it be found. From 
the first moment in which the intention of 
Ins iiia)Caty’s ministers was announced, I 
have been aliaid to trust myself with the 
discussion of the subject, and I must con¬ 
fess thf^dming the speech of the right hon. 
gent. Iielow me, 1 have with difficulty res- 
tiaincd the impatience and indignation I 
have' felt of the giounds on which this 
abominable treatment of the house, as well 


lloped, sir, that his majesty’s ministefSTf^^ of th individual, has been justified. 

Have I not need of patience, sir, to hear 
it said, that whilst justice to the individual 
is considered in the mode proposed, the 
interests of this house and of the country 
are dependent on it, that it is confoiin- 
•iblo to the constant usage and practice of 
It. and that it is in form, not ui substance, 
that this measure diff'ers from the one 
wJiich tltr house has alieady adopted ? 
Well, sir, I have no objection to meet the 
chancellor of the exchequer on this state¬ 
ment, or that the judgment of the house 
shall come tef an issue upon the truth or 
fallacy of it. Docs the light hon. gent, 
seriously mean to state that no substantial 
dlffctence exists betwxen the mode pro- 


.dbivto boast of it to this iiouseWhich by 
Uda motion they have openly i limited; 

tl^8 country, who by theirrtqMm 
flUives, called to the subject by long 
repeated notices, with ^^11 the documents 
.'bafore them on which to found their opi- 
liion, have sanctioned Mr. Palmer’s Claim, 
bdk rec'ognized the debt and obligation 
of the country to him, to the extent of the 
Toto in his favour.—^ut, says the right i 


posed byjp'ii, aifd, thq one now adopted 
by tjvs^nouse ? Will he even promise, 
■'^hc and his mtgesty’s other ininis- 
will give their influence and votes 
this adopted child of bis ? Will he 
give his word to the house, tbitt it is not 
to strangle 'ib.kr proceiij' of 
bi.iJ^W moment, or within a few days of 
his gifing it birth—when he gets it out of 
this hou.se 1 If he^w’ill give his promise of 
support to his own bill, I canitavo no otf* 
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jcctionlgfh^wffWyHtion Do but justice, 
to the iVuvulual, but the wislip-, of 

this hou^aiuf vvi will not (pMnei ibout 
loims Iwt, sir, if tiuu rouhi be aiij 
floubt nhifthc londiutof ^usernincnt «ill 
^>0, li t IIS loulc to whit Ins hecu that of 
the ii^lit hoii t^dit i]i« idy And lure I 
must dllee !!> elm the ii^lit hon gnit 
w i^wiiit of touiUsv, m oiiti 1,^1 on the 
commf)i?TM 1 ns uid usi,f<s of tins house 
tioin om tnnuiii 1 to mot In i wlinh siioit 
n IS my (\|)( IK lui 111 |> n li inn lit 1 will 
M itnic to sas Ins no |ni U e I i bill is 
I) oii_iit 111 li\ nil loi til p i\i itiit ot^lie 
tutuu I n-ceil i_,t due to Mi Pi'imi, I 
iiioNc till Imt Hid second 11 tdin^sof it, in 
tin pKstntt Old with the knowIcfjt of 
tin ii^lit hon ^nit Siispictii^ stion^lj 
horn tin < iiius n s i t Ins m |tsi\ s tin 
111 tnstoli e ill bill u id i I'lnd tiiyi, 
e iipltd will s\ nj ns win h ippediid 
tsewlni 111 t lint b)(t >1 niniisti Is w*is 
to |) IS th 1 ) d li Avw th i\uw < I sti ni„- 
)n].g It 111 tin I I Is, I d 1 1 IK d iiio\ iii^r tin 
tinid I ( I Ini^ ot it bill ibsenri, the 

I ht h I «lit iiu VII t tin iiuusi 
Hid hii IS It II o ( tl th il iL 1 * n 1 h 
t il ( s It tn It > iln i| I < i no 1' and 
til 11 It i< ( 1 s ill! (I ill wo 1 1 Ik n I 
pu [ninl I 1 It '^11 i iM n t de n\ th it it 
Is < oin| (tl lit 1 1 i\ 111 in ( to linn tin 
n I liii,., I i i bill inti d< 11 d l)\ no In i ii 
nny ot ns d fine iiL si i lut»-i^will 

Is ir e list I t ill the i \ one h i i 

II It to I \j ((1 II II one n It n ii to iiui- 
ih I with II tl ( Is'' Is tin liiusst this 
tln I es It I w I I wo 1 \ < I In n 

III ei oi t'< in 11 '' I It en n t iis is not 

e pi il to tl 11 I i) y Old It |tln ilv 
win ii\ 1 14 sell V in^ tins i i un 
as oin ony oi fui n ii >t ot sul tune, 
wiiieti won i iipie eit it'^s lo * insii^i 
to tin I nt\ ( in ip< d w n t its s b ub 
|iet w IS to ivinil tin dni,ei oi nnsiiii lii 
St iiidiii^ be tw e I n I K te o hi nit >11 s < I 1 hi 
le (>t 4 l itiiie Will the eh luelloi it tlie 
e\cliit|iui itfovtlid si Ills Ills so'e iiUtii- 
tnin <■ 1 eni sure tn \ ill not , he knws 
thit Ills iiitiiitioii IS li\ tills s ilite Iiii^ , In 
this iiuwoilhy pio<>t iyn* to V.tie* I \li 
Palinei ot Ills ju t rights md to e+^itir- 
act I lie nitentions ol j> n li'iim iit so oiitXi \- 
piessid —‘sn, the nipjilt to iln indni Vil 
by this aiguinent lAd hy these preteneHS 
IS tiiflnig fn companseni with that will 
winch he (fto s*to tic'll the A^ci 

litmn!^ bee 11 hic times told, m thefTIule* 
pendent languige oi pirlianieiit, Uiit li 
liirltvidnals lannot ohttyii justice,out of 
doois, they *$hatl within its walls; even 

VoL. XI 


from the minister himself, supported 
lie needs must be, with gteal and eont- 
tnaiidmg mijoiuies on most occmoiis, 
one should ha\c hoped, and f\pected, 
that the dccci I lespeijf. due irooi hiitt 
to tiic voice of pailiamint, expicssed 
tluou.,h oi£,ans, which coulel be only m-* 
flue need by tic pttnciplcs of pistice in 
eotin^ the public mouiv, would have 
induce tl the ii.rht hon gent to boev to an 
nnliuiity so sitisfutoiy and cominenig, 
so entile ij' e \tmei itnig inni fmm all les- 
ponsihihty, ot it Icisi, tint he would not 
il IV e insidre d the house bv an open disrO- 
gud ol*its sot s, by tins sovereign Ceirt- 
teinptfoi its life ision, bv (oiniiig at this 

I ite pi Mod ot llie se iff n, when most ot* 
Its Hide pe mil nt m iifliiis ue out ot town, 
ui^ ihe blends in yd ] < ndents ot govein- 
nient eoniposm^ flic ^re itei put of the 
111 Use W ist\(i soniiikt^d soeentemp- 
tnous 1 rb it^irlul tin voiei of {ailia> 
me 111 I” W Is ever so iJiiwoi'h) a liiiesso 
l>i u istd h^ the fust m iiiste 1 of the 
..ovciiniieiff on the lions —So niieh for 
lilt in niHi in V Inch tne light h ,11 >eiits 
his Inoii^ht loiwird tins 11 lie 11 A'd 
now sii, IS to Ins )u title i ii n ni he ceire 
o‘ j le < i nt, he h i^ e i it nn*\ 1 1\( oicj 

II with I iniiiihti ol I leic tents, oi special 
lull hioii^hl in ioi I nils m iiic’ ei h ds. 
Wine Ilia tells 11 1 in it dilt to the 
piesiiiti 1 I , iiid he d ‘ tl it it is nut 

rveii i e n I I 1 I eh I ss m iiniveisil, 

' Mill • II hi '( sii h _i ml of iiioiiey in 
‘ the ippK pi nti III I — jir, 1 mi now 
it i I wi II the 1 ^ It hen gout , for I 
iniSitnii ind 1 deiv till dispioval ui my 
*is eit I it title Is no^nie iirlaiice, on . 
the I minds el yum he use, oi a sum of 
mon eliit < \ debt to ui indivithial, 

^hi h In 11 It I) en voted in the ippiopri* 
^itii’V el 1 will jnu the whole of this 
( ise Aa the li ilh 01 i dsth lod ot this asser¬ 
tion , iX. one vsdidi piite tint this ij a 
debt eine iioin the publie to in individual; 
m itkiiowl^l^ed uiu, lie ogni/ed by the 
V etc end /iieinn le 01 itioits ■ i this noise. 

It must tl^uioie, I t voitel in the inityter 
ill Sind I sums ne vetid But what 
lie tliesa piiie(ji.M s of bills, wliieti are 
sviel to /]'p \ *‘> tills I'lsc I really am 
astinsiud that the ii.,iit hon ^enticnian 
sin uld insult ou^ undnst uielings, by at- 
tefnptm^ to ini|iose these eis>.s on us E 9 
in any el< ec nnil n to the pii si iil What 
vv Vs tlu^e ise of Mis Meet ns? a 
tionil lennuiei ition? Mi Philips’s^the 
SI lie 1 hee ondition ini|u rioiftiitl, the ie» 
inunt I ition would not be btatowed. Ilow, 
6 U 



by a bill, could such a grant be made ? 
* But/ says the right hon. gent. ‘ these 
. were certainly conditional, and I am afraid 
do not cjuiie apply ;* but then he adds, 
•triumphantly, ‘ th^case of Mr. Roche was 
an absolute debt, money acknowledged to 
bo due, and yet a bill was brought in for 
this purpose.’ Now, sir, if this be the case 
which is to direct our votes to night, the 
right hon. geiitlem lu must shew, that it 
is entirely applicable to the one in tpies- 
tion. Most certainly the right hon. gen¬ 
tleman has a great advantage over u-s, in 
I the production of eases wliieh we have not 
the opportunity of examining; birt here 
Uie right hon. gentleman has .stated par¬ 
ticulars enough of to shew that it has 
no more analogy to^Ir. Rainier’s case, 
than their treatment of mni lias w ith equi^ 
and justice. I'or, w haP is this case ? A 
.sum of money, he does not .say for what 
purpose, is originally voted to he paid, not 
in the usual way, but out of certain for¬ 
feited estates, tho projierlv a.ssigncd for 
payment turns out not produrfive In the 
sappo.sed extent; niid,thereture, the house 
is called upon to make gomi the doheieiiiy. 
From the peculiar nature of the fund to 
pay the grant, the remedy for the defi¬ 
ciency of that fund nould, of course, be 
by bill, because it would ret itc the former 
grant, and the cause of the sei ond appli¬ 
cation. How, then, is this in the lea-t ap-* 
plieable to Mr. Pahner’.s case, which is a 
debt voted to be paid out of the .supplies 
of the year ; and, neeoi ding to the usual 
practice, put in the Apfirojiriatioii act? 
Sir, I will not take up the time of t<hc 
^ house by going further into these lliin.sy' 
precedents, whit li r.rc insulting to our un¬ 
derstandings if it is pretciulcd that they 
apply to the present case.—I will only ^ 
<'ono question of the right hon. geritiofran 
on them all; Is there one of them, vy^rein* 
the minister, professing to act wibKjustice 
to ^n individual, whoso geiiertfl merit he 
xecogAizes, introduces a bill tbr a grant of 
money to him, with the certainty that it 
will he thrown out in the lordw and with 
tho* intention of using his endeavours, and 
these of his colleagues, that swh should 
be the fate of it ? If he has i|;)t such a 
caseriie has none applicable. Sir, I have 
otily now to trouble the house with a few 
words on the apprehend danger in «hc 
‘lords, if this vote goes to the upper house 
-In its usual way. If there is anjj^ danger, 
wb(f have occasioned, who have invented 
It ? his mvjesty’sr ministers. ♦ Have they 
not the means of averting it ? Will they. 


with their tenderness for ^IftqaSttaj^iend- 
sbip, exert those means of preswing it 
they have in their power ? If so^o they 
doubt of success ? I think not. ■#, 1 must 
ai knowledge 1 feel disgusted fw'illi the 
sriiole conduct of ministcr.s, from the com¬ 
mence iiieiit of this business; 1 has'e usually 
given them iiiy support, they have now my 
complete reprobation. When I lo ok rm wol 
the house, and see the extent^.tinr nature 
of the attend.iiice ihi.s night, 1 have no 
doubt of the event of its vote; 1 .see the 
whole force of government exerted to ob- 
tSiii^a trmmiih, but which, vihen obtained, 
will disgrace them, b’or, what is it? the. 
siicceSs of government in the oppression 
of an individual, who, even In their esti¬ 
mation, is a niO'l meritorious one , but 
this is the least part, n is a triumph ob¬ 
tained by finesse and stratagem over tho 
reiterated scum* o( a great and independent 
majority of this house. WiU such a triumph 
increase the credit of ««ivernnieiit out of 
doors ? And this, sir, done in v inlutiun of, 
and w ith a sov ereign euiitempt for, the forms 
and usages of thi.s house; forms and usages 
wiiii'li, to use the words of the right hon. 
geiitlewKim himself, when lie assisted in 
placing yon, sir, in that chair, so honour¬ 
ably ami usefully lilled by yon, * arc the 
very esseiiee of the cmnstitutioii.’ Will 
tliis raise the credit of government within 
'rt’iK.is ? ftin, I have done. 1 am wearied 
with the subject; I never di.scussed one 
with more pain and regret. I have not 
been long a iiieiiiber of this house, hut, I 
confess, that niy respect for its character 
has not been increased by what I have 
witnessed in the course of one sliort fort¬ 
night. The weight of government, .and 
t!ie votes of ministers, given in clefeiu'e of 
a deiinqunney, no one of them, except a 
noble lord (Castlereagh) implicated in the 
guilt, dared to defend ; ami every engine 
of oppression, every finesse, and unworthy 
manoeuvre pratftised by the same govern¬ 
ment, to defraud a meritorious servant 
•'f the public, not of a reward, not of a 
claim, but of a debt vine and acknow- 
ledged»bjttMs housp; 4wo such instances, 
1 must Acknowledge, have not raised either 
the?iOuse or ministers in my estimation. 
I ain, indeed, heartily sick of both. Let 
m/ however, conjure the hoiue to pre- 
sa've its consistency and character, by 
reWtim^KH^iis motion, as* unworthy its 
couml^nce. You have already resolved, 
that Mr. Palmer is entitled to this money. 
Defeat jtiot this r^olution by your vote of 
to-night; recollect this gentlman is nol 



ftol VAJL. DEBATES, June23 

askiiig^iyiuSi^y^ension for political ser¬ 
vices ; |ie asks yo« not for a reversion to 
those wM can have personally had no 
merit; Imdoes not even ask you for the 
jiaynient J)F scrviies, not commensurate 
^witli the rcuaril; he has hai gained with 
j’on for h0.l on every hundred pounds 
which his ingenuity and industry have 
procured yon. Will you den_v it to him, 
after^aTlftg*five times determined his right 
to it If you do, 1 shall repeat what I 
have before said, that a man had better 
take the bond of the veriest s« iiidler of 
the country', than the verbal contract of! 
minister. tJir, I trust the house ivilfnot 
countenance this motion; that it w i!l not 
be alarmed at the apprehensions mmisters 
have expressed, and which they know how' 
to allay. I apprehend no rupture bc'tweeti 
the houses, why should there be aijy r 
But if there was a danger of it, i.s ll^at to 
deter us from (|oing our duty ? Lot nis, 
at least, do our pigxt of the justice due to 
this individual, i'earless and disdainful of 
the conseijuences, Jiat jmtitia, rtuU coclum. 
All honest man has but one line of con¬ 
duct here, let him do his duty as a repro- 
sentative of the people, as an honest and 
conseientious member of the British se¬ 
nate. Sir, I sit down, w ilh the most com¬ 
plete reprobation of this motion, ami by 
giving it my umiualitied and determined 
negative. j-' 

Mr. (r. defended his right hon. 

friend the chancellor of the excheipier from 
the imputations of the hon. baronet, W'ho, 
if confirmed in the opinions he expressc^d 
of his right hon. friend, ought not to have 
addreissed him as he had done. 11c thought > 
his right hon. friend deheient in firmness 
and decision in not rcfu'<ing, in the first 
instance, the king's consent lev Mr. Hftl- 
mer’s application^ but when he did give 
this consent, he had distinctly stated, that 
he gave it only that the ()ue.slion should he 
investigated, and at the same time declined 
any' pledge upon the subject. All the 
cases quoted by his right hon. friend ap¬ 
peared to him to be perfectly in point. He 
then contended, |liat; flic inciiisniie should 
be sent up to the lords in a shape in which 
that house should have an opportu^y of 
exercising their unlettered discretioji and 
judgment^ 

Mr. Ti’mey. —Sir; I congratulate the 
chancellor of t&e exchequer otwtli!^ splendiil 
figure he makes in the estimatio^W' two 
of his leading supporters. By tjie one 
(sil- T. Turton) he is (^escribed as having 
Vxerted ait the influence of government 
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to bear dotvn and overpower a meritorio^ 
individual, and, by surprise, to strengle-pl^ 
claim confirmed by no less titan five sep^o>' 
I ate Resolutions of the house. By tUo 
other (Mr. (■.Johnstone) he is chargiod'. 
with a want of firmness and decisiup, 
not refusing, in the fii-'t instance, tbo 
king's eiinsont to Mr. Palmer’s appIicatioiEb > 
Both his friemU have aptly chanicterizeiA 
his conduct on the present occasion. If 
he really thought the vote of the house in 
17!^ had equitably and finally decided on, 
the merits of Mr. Palmer’s case, it wasiiis 
duty, and be ought to have liad firmnegl 
enoiigl^ to discharge it, not to have allowed 
his majesty’s sanction to be given to any 
renewed discussion of^/thc question ; and, 
on the other hand/after having seen Mr, 
Palmer’s Claim, vUieu again brought fojr- 
w*ard, recogni/edjtnd solemnly confirmed 
as a debt of justice, by five distinct votes of 
the houtc, the expedient he now has re* 
course to, to defeat oui;dcterminalioiis, ex^ 
poses him,and most justly,to the severe and 
unqualified censures heaped upon him by 
bis iioii. friend, tbe worthy baronet behind ' 
the, treasury beiii'h. It is, indedd, a dark 
and unworthy attempt, to endeavour, by 
lilt' weight of government and by' a secret 
111 inu'ijvie at tbe end of the session, and' 
111 liie absence of those w ho have long since 
left town under the natural impression that 
Mr.Paliner’sClaim was definitively carried, 
to frustrate the wishes, and substantially 
to discredit the Kesolutinns of the house 
of commons, whit h w'hcn the attendance<of 
members was bill, and the subject fairly 
betbre us, the right hon. gentleman could 
neither resist nor set aside. I must pre¬ 
sume be means to giyc fhc house a warn-* 
iiig of what it is to out-vote a chancellor 
i^f the exchequer, and to convince us, that 
sr.'s;;|i a proceeding Is not to be bad with 
' impiyiity. TIis pride has been oilcnded, 
and p\i(iiamcnt is to pay the forfeit. That. 
he should* have felt inurtificd, I cafknot ^ 
doubt, for I believe no other eham*e|lorof,^ 
the exehetpier was ever five times in a j 
minority |in a grant of public money'; apd 
the reasiii is obvious, namely, tngf niB,. 
majestyyiever, till now, gave us a 
cellor o* tile exchequer w ho had not tkcJ 
prudence to abstain from propnsiii|p thitjli^ 
Tjliich was not likely to succeed, or tha > 
wit to take an cNrly hint and retreat while ' 
he could do it without disgrace.—^The 
question is. Whether a vote in the Cqm- 
initteu til Supply of a grant of money for 
the pay'ment of a debt d(H;li)fed to be due 
to ail individual, should form an item in jdie 
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Appropriation act, or be made the subject and then we' are faT>ourafa(iiyt^^j|r^av 
ot a separate bill. The object of the mode of tender anxiety for tl\p*situati6iJ» which 
proposed by tlie right hon. gentleman, their lordships will be placed, if ^reduce 
viz. a i>eparate bill, is to give the lords an them lo so painful an alterm^e. My 
oppordiniry to defeat the gruiUjwithout that answer i.s, I ask you to do no ^ore than 
degree of public inconvenience which what the cstahli.shed practice oithecom-^ 
would result, if, being sent up to them in mon.s, acquiesced in by the lords, warrants, 
the Appropriation Act, they w'ero, by way and I have no parliamentary grounds tor 
of amendment, to leave it out; the couse* believing that tlic lords would, on this oc- 
quence of which must be, cither a total ca.sion, depart from their on u-^iittJiiblTshcd 
Stop to the supplies of the year, or an ini- practice, and iW the first time alter an 
mediate prorogaliun and a new session.— Appropriation act. 1 will not admit that 
The right hon. gent, en'ieavours to defend I am to be called upon to assign the lea- 
his measure by ])rec*-dent.s, and a curious sims for the commons pursuing a course 
collection he has produced. Here Mr whitli some may ehuse to ca'I an en- 
Tieiney recapitulated and commented upon croaejiment upon the lords, it is suiVi- 
all the precedents^'hich had been ciicil, eieiit for me to know, that the course 
in order to shew, tlmt^only one of them in which I .suggest is that wliicli has Incn 
any degree applied to .tile case in hand, hitherto practised witl.. ui iiieonvememc 
That was a vote of 1,3W)/. in I7Sl to»a or renionstraiiee. Where shall we eml, il 
Dr. Smith, fi>r his tare m visiting certain onfe we begin lo di.scuss the jii'.tiie and 
'ho.spilal.s, and was made the .subject of a prop^’iety of the |>riv!lege.«. we leave !img 
separate hill, iitstead of being put, ns, said asserted.? 'S'ou may asj!, wiiv the lords 
Mr. T ierney, it oiiglil lo have been, in tlie slionlt net a.s wi ll a.s the common..., origt- 
Aj^pri'ipriatiou act of the j ear. ^ What in- nate or alicr a IMomy hid, ami if >ou 
duced the hi use in that case to depart soareh the booKs, you may, |.ei lia|;.s, Imd 
from the. established usage, I know nut, .some [dausible arguments used on liehaif 
but this I know, that th.it proceeding was of the/dlier liouse, to |;!ovi* tli't tlwy 
warranted by no direet precedent then have an etniai autlionly with ourselves ; 
existing, and that iu has not it.selfhcen but, tie-nn.-.w er at tins day is simple. W'e 
adopted as a precedent in any oiii instance have h i g insisted upon tlsis as tnir exclu- 
since. What 1 comend for is, that ac» .sive privilege, and the lords have h-ng 
cording to our eslabl'.slvd practice, ihe l.ljt'en content, silently to acquiesce. Jjy 
grant voted to Mr. I'almer ought lo be | what right, it may be ilemanded. tlo we 
sent to the lords intlio Appropr’iaiion ael ; j resolve that a peer .sh.ill not vote at an 
and even if the right hon. geiit'ennui had, i election t It is a snfbeient answer that wo 
by the diligence of some industnouscliMk, j have for a great length of lime amuiaily 
been enabled tQ pick up two or three .st^ay I passed that re.sohuion, and lliai, in lact, 
precedents in the course of the last him-i peers do not now claim to vote. 1 will 
(dred years, it w'oulil not justify hispre.sent I not argue these and other qii^.stions of a 
attempt, which I maintain to be in the 1 .similar nature. iVactii ally, they are at 
teeth of the broad line of policy whicb ! re.^ ; aiul^education and habit Irave taught 
baw regulated the proceedings of the cmrt- | us to consider them as points established by 
mons for above a century, and iijmn which* the wisdom and firmness of our ancestors, 
your opiiii<tn, sir, has lately’ been a^en in i which it is our duty to niuiiiluin unim- 
a ipanner so clear and forcible, that it ; paired. At any rate, iI is not here that a 
would,be presumptuons in me to do more | debate upon the propriety of tbeiii should 
than to quote ycair authority for the doc- begin.—I have shewn iiow unsuccessful 
trine for which I -am contendXig. It i,s, I the right hon. gentleman has been in 
hovwver, material to retnind \he chan- citing pfecedents,* to p|i)ve that grants of 
.cellor of the exchequer, that but a few money loTndividuals voted in a Committee 
w^ks have elap.«ed since, on diis very of Sijpply liave been sent up to the other 
question in another shape, by that autho- house in separate bills. It remains to exa« 
rity he regulated his own vote.—But, it is mine what precedents are to be found in 
asked, whether we wouldgccxclude the Iort}s favour of their insertion in th*e Appro- 
from exercising their jifdgmeiit on this priationag^ even when <tf a nature to 
grant to Mr. Palmer, without being oblig*- excite<^lsc^8ion and probable difierence 
ed, if they diflTered from u.s, to Ater the of opiiyon, full ■ as much as the grant to 
Appropri'ition act, atid thereby, in edbet, Mr, Palmer. The right hon. gentlenran 
to stop the Vholc supplies of the year, does nof even prefenu to have •discovered* 
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j^uipose smce the year j 
c«st. oT^i Di bimth has been 
V(h( le the plotecdiiig was by 
vaidb tliiuvin out in the ioids 
ntUiiim, (Mr Wilbcitoni) 
^iii iccoiiiLt tilt (av oi anothei Di bmitli, 
1)1 iSOt Whtthei he was alaiinud at 
wli It passed in 17sI, I know not, but (lit 
hull nieinbei, Jii oulei to save his iiif diril 
fiKiur^i^Oi «I1 (langei else win u, dtei the 
Ut poit of i (oininitu e of tin house in his 
favoui moved an addusstohis majesty, 
])) iviiip mat he would bestow on Di Cat 
miehai 1 Nnitli, the sum of 5 0»)0/ tnd is-“ 
sui 111 ^ him tills hoiisi woulei mike good 
tin stun iitiewis 1 , 000 / L,ivei) ib an 
iiidiM hill, without tin 1 n i > (.ing, iii aiiv 
ioim miiomiitd to the loids, ioi all tint 
e mi befoietiniu w is, tint tin Vjipio- 
piiUi n ut ot the in't vi n eontameil, jii 
< IK lUiii I lu^t siiiii to III tke miod 

mmiie' issumI pmsii tut to adtlie s< ‘ Fins 

UK iidt tl tin ^ Oii^foi Dr ( iiriiehul 
Sun'll, md w Is voud m In other house 
wilioit eitini (|iustioti oi dil)iiult\ I 
mention this eise, the i ulni is it mi> 
seive toeomhittln lion gentleman, and 
otiniswho i|)[n ti to tli iik tint lO pul 
iSIi P lime I’s ml in o the \ppiopii ition 
act woiilel be imw ni iiilable, and betiay 
a vv mt ot I eeeniiitig lespeet tow irds the 
loids Let them lo ik into the St itute 
Book a id tin > will 'ike eoiiidjx* Hify 
will h ul th it the lends ale ni lehin re lea- 
soiiiole tliau lo ni,^hi it is ihe fashion to 
supp >si th 111 liiev IV se Silt II It w ill be 
seen, hat tl III imj hips have been eon- 
tent t > smetion in the Appioptiation aet 
a luge sum ol Supply ut tin natuie md 
applie iti Ml eV whieli they knew nothing, 
but itiiit It w IS to lepliee pigments made 
piiisumt to iddiesses of this hniisc J 
know of no toiiii whieh would si md in 
the way ot an id lu&s to liis niiestv m 
laveiui ol Ml Pilmei—In Is0», Messis 
Cliilunrs inel ( own petitioned tin house 
to muemiuty them fioin a he ivy loss they 
bad siibtann'd by the luipe itation < i liei- 
iiius dmingtlie scaieity it the sugerislinn 
of government A|toiiihiiitee w» ap¬ 
pointed to e\amiiiu into then elaim, and 
they had a vote foi ‘25,OOOl b\ wayiTof 
compt nsdtion fur then losses Phis sum 
wat inseited m the Appiopiiation art, 
which was passed by the lords ag usual 
without my amendment , anehnwii; what 
did the loitls kneiw, oi rCHpiiic to kn(4P, of 
the claim of ( haliners and ( ow le >>—In 
180^% there was a grant o| 1,1)00,000/ to 
tbb Last Indift Comt>any, being on account 
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of a debt due to them from the public, as 
lepoitcd by i eotauiituc of this housoe 
'Ihis sum was also iiiseited in the Appro« 
piidlion d(t, and was passed without difti- 
< ully by the loieU A urant on similar 
giouiids oi 1,300,0(X)/ m the Last India 
(onijiiny has been voted iii the piesent 
session, and though made niattci of much 
del)etc heie, 1 have not heaiel that it is to 
he I <t into a sipaiate hill that the loids 
may luve an opportunity to discuss it; 
and yet then luidships know nothing of i^ 
but th it it IS a debt deel ired by the com' 
moils to be due bo is Mi Palinei's.—^In 
laok, a»sum of 260,000/ was voted to the 
uilietis employed with lord Hood as the 
value of ships said toliJt^e beendestieiyed 
et 1 onion I his siun^ too, mede [fait of an 
Apiuopi I itinn aet vvdm h was passed with'* 
out eoinmeiit, by thoaords be \ ei al giants to 
Aineiiem fov ilists, as lompeiisition for 
hisscssust line il.will ilsohe found m the Ap- 
piopintion icts of the last ten ye at s, and 
one to an iMouiil ot nut less ihvn 20,000l. 

•I the piese/ut session In all these e<ise‘S, 
this house svtished itse It of the pistiee of 
the vai ions el tun pitfeiieel by the indi> 
viebiils, blit did not think it iie<cssary to 
Hive the loids any oppoilunity otdiseussnig 
ilie nuiits of them beyond whit the Ap* 
piopri ition vet viloided , m ithei did their 
ioVeisliips iee|uut it if any thing were 
wanting to piove how little the commons 
havi felt it lo be then duty to eoasult the 
piitieiilu convenienei of the eitliet house, 
with respect to gi ints of money , it might 
be tounel m the sums annually voted for 
Mayviiooth College, wliieh hive been m 
die last md pt<se nt session,bo h ineicascd 
aiiel diimiiislied M lynootli College gen* 
tie men know is a soimniy loi the educa- 
tinn of < I'holie ptiests, md they cannot 
but iKoIhe t the vinous md intcieMing 
d* I itcs which took pi icr in this house 
lespdtiiivr the amount lo be gruited fpr 
nssimpoit, iml v<i>tb( e h iiiee llor (jfthe 
eseheepui liuuselt eniseiUtd to put the 
Idigei suin^*ot<el in the I ist session with* 
out (uiniiiei t 01 < \|)l unti m info the Ap* 
pieiprntion ae t \\ hy did hr not bring In 
a sep iiate^nll i Does lit me iii to say, that 
the siibpetof a giant to Mi Paiine]: is 
mote iiiteie sting to the lords than the m- 
erea e oi catholic pilests lulieUnd^ Does . 
he mot know tiiat.*thcie aie noble lords 
piitieulnily alive to whatever itlates to 
Maynooil^ College t Would he compel 
tbeun to e'.pnst the Piotrstaut Church to 
what they think the most dieadful addi- 
tiemal dangers, or else to stop the supplies 
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of the year ? Sir, the chancellor of the 
exchequer must see, that he can only jus¬ 
tify himself upon the principles I have 
been laying down; for, if I am wrong, and 
his doctrine bfc ^admitted, then were the 
hardships he imposed upon the ])uor lords 
with respect to Maynooth College, most 
wanton and intolerable, and all zealous 
prolestants noiild feel it the more so as 
coming from tiie same quarter with the 
cry of ' No Popeiy!' But the right hon. 
gentleman takes this distinction ; he say>, 
and truly, tliat one pan of the grant to 
Mr. Palniir, namely, the future annuity, 
must be provided lin- by a sejjarste bill, 
and then he contends, that no inslanee can 
be produced \\ beiVone part of a gv.int has 
been put into tlie A[kpro{a'iatioii ai t, and 
the other into a sepaxitc hill. 1 ansner 
by referring him to tiV rase of loid Nel¬ 
son, where he will find }>(),()()()/. voted fin- 
the purchase of an estate to be settled on 
the heirs of lord Nelson, and 10,000/. to 
enable the first earl to eonipb*at his estab¬ 
lishment. The former of the^ votes was 
carried into eliecl by a separate liill, and 
the latter was confined to the Appropria¬ 
tion act. I will not trouble the house with 
more cases, thoiigli many might easily be 
adduced, to supportIhe doi trine 1 contend 
for—that grants of money, voted in a 
Committee of Supply, without any pro¬ 
spective condition annexcil to theiii,o(ighl, 
according to the established praitiie of 
this house, to be inserted in the Appro¬ 
priation art, and not made the s|i1)jc(-t of 
a separate bill. The instances 1 have 
quoted are sufficient to shew, that the 
lords have manifesteil no jealousy uporf 
this head, and thaUhillierto tlii-y hate been 
content to abstain from insisting upon that 
which to-night w(‘ seem desirous, iinasicc#!, 
to concede, fa t it not he forgotten, that 
over the amount of the sums voted for the 
army, navy, .vtid ordnance, the l^rt-ds have 
no controul but by throwing out the* Ap- 
propAation act. It is by that act only that 
they are iiiforim «l of the nuil^ber of see- 
men and soldiers annually provideil ti>r ; 
tuid that provision they can neither in¬ 
crease nor diminish, without stepping the 
Whqle supplies of tlic year. In a war like 
the present, is the strength of the army and 
navy of less importance than the acknow¬ 
ledgment of a debt dd^ to Mr. Palmer ? 

It is asked. Whether we shall be justified 
in pursuing a course with respqpt to Mr. 
Palmer, which there is reason to suppose 
the lords wtill resist, and by their resistance 
subject the country to the inconvenience 
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of an immediate prorq^ 
session. To tliis I suy, first, 
not believe the fact that the 1 
alter the Appropriation art, n 
iiig what has been whiqieied 
next, that, if they should, the I'eqionsibiT^ 
lity is upon them and not upon us. We 
do no more than follow the established 
course of proceeding. It will be for their 
lordships to consider, whetllBn^oft their 
part, they will act discreetly in amciid- 
iiig, for the first time, the Appropriation 
act, and thereby stopping the sujiplit's. 
“i'h^e lords and not the commons will pro¬ 
duce the. inconvenience; and it will be 
tor Vhem, therefore, to shew, that the 
case of Mr. Palmer is so diflerent from 
any which ftas ever e«»tne beiore them, 
that it calls for ai> unprecedented exer¬ 
cise of pow'cr, and w'arrants an unheard 
of ipternqjtion to public ulKiirs.- —The me¬ 
rits of Mr. Palmer’s Cl'^nn are no longer 
before us. They liaxf.'^)ecn solemnly de¬ 
cided upon by five distinct resolutions of 
the house, supported by gentlemen of dif¬ 
ferent political parties and n[iiuions. What 
relates to Mr. Palmer is,lherefore, disposed 
of, and the question now is, whether the 
house will curry into ellect, according to 
the established course of its proceedings, 
its own delibente decisions. It pkases 
the chancellor ot the exchequer to move 
for leavMo bring in a separate bill on the 
part of Mr. Palmer, not only without his 
consent but against Ins express desire. The 
right hon. gent, will not, 1 am sure, deny, 
that his object in so doing is to defeat the 
determination of the house, by enabling 
his friends in the lords with the more ease 
to ernsh an individual whose ^.’lainis on our 
justice, with all his exertions, lie has not 
Ir-re had sufficient strength to resist. Our 
vote of this night will shew, whether we 
can stoop to he made* the instruments of 
such a mancEuvre; whether we can be 
brought to throw’ discredit upon our own 
resolutions, and from an unworthy afiprc- 
hcnsion of the power of the lords be m- 
rlucerl to adofit a course derogatory to the 
privilttgc.s of the'cpnnioiis. 

Mr.- Bankes. —Sir, I cannot, I must own, 
di^irover any reason why the lords should 
be debarred the liberty of examining a 
subject like this, founded on tjie existence 
or non-existence of a contract, especially 
when ^j)iiyhave the rigbt^of administering 
oathlfto extort truth, at * the bar of their 
hous«, and especially as there are so many 
cases jn-oduced to show that this is imt an 
unusual mode of proceeding.' I have paid 
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great attdyliiTi*;- tiie conduct of his ma¬ 
jesty's i^iisters afiair, and must 

own, 1 raiWt perceive in w liat resj>c.4:t it 
has mertlecWhe severe reproach cast upon 
it by hoii. Jriitlcmen.—Sir, as I consider 
Mr. Pahnei™s rigid to what he claims, to 
be confirmed by the votes of this house, it 
would be useless for me to repeat the o[)i- 
nion I have already expressed, especially 
as the prc.^eiit t|uestion is certainly uncon¬ 
nected with the justice or injustice of the 
case. As I approve of the present motion, 

I shall give my voice towards its being 
cariicd into oiicet. 

JVlr. Pomonbjf. —Sir, there is certainty 
no necessity for calling on the other hou.se 
to interfere in an investigation like the 
present. This house alone is tlie best 
pulge of the appeal; here is now no ijucs- 
lion of iuter|uetaiion of contract, but a 
|)i.iiii (piesiKui of fact alre.uly deteruiiiicd 
by a dt'cision of this house; but the riglsl 
lion. gent, in <'oiiteou»l of that grave de¬ 
rision, eslahlisheil by five distinct and 
large majonlies, has made his present mo¬ 
tion to the hou.se. The right hon. gent. I 
think acted right in i^iving the consent 
of the crown, it lu- had intended to support 
the mi asiue,, or at least to liave slootl neu¬ 
ter ; but his conduct has been extremely 
faulty in giving the house the trouble of 
debating a question like Ibis, when he was 
determined that their endeavours .sIajuM be 
I'rusl rated in the inaimcr now proposed.— 
The hon. gent, who spoke last .says liieie 
•are many precedents in .support of this mo¬ 
tion ; non, after a most diligent .search for 
upwards of one hundred years, there are 
just six produced, and even those have 
scarcely any connection with this ques¬ 
tion; yet the honorable gentleman ap¬ 
peals to the numlier of precctlents ii' 
sup])ort of the motion! The .same hon. 
gent, advises caution’ ill our proceedings, 
for it would be extremely inconsistent (he 
says) to compel the lords to grant the ar¬ 
rears, w hen they have rejected the future 
remuneration. Now, that they would re¬ 
ject the arrears also, is certainly a non 
iajukur, for they might think this *um a 
sufticiciit reward, and the future grant too 
much. I do not say it is vcj-y probalife, 
but it is certainly very po.ssib1e.—This cer¬ 
tainly is the first time I ever heard the 
house of coinroons should pursue a measure 
contrary to its ovfn resolutions, «»rely out 
of compliment to the lords. The mcjthod 
of tacking bills, as it is called, to the^Ap- 
propiiation act, may, certainly, in some 
in/3tances be mischievous; but u this house 
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had not been pretty firm in money aifairs, 
it would, cre tins, have lost one of its 
greatest privileges.—Eor what motive, sir, 
did the house declare its favourable opi¬ 
nion on this ca.se, in nine dillercnt debates? 
Wliy, that Mr. Palmer ‘Miouid be paid 
bis debt; and, for what motive has 
tlie right hon. gent made this motion 
to the house ? Why, to render nuga¬ 
tory that well weighed and repeatedly 
prunoimccd decision. I think the house 
inu.st be strangely inlatuatcd to cringe thus 
to the house of lords. If the house thought 
'their vole was wrong, surely the most 
manly w^j would be to rescind that vote ; 
liiit, no; the right hon. gent, has not 
brought i'urward one si’T^le argument to 
invalidate the grant ut any respect, and 
surely it will require some stronger motive 
than the obstinacy sf a chancellor of the 
exchequer, and a few straggling imsuiting 
precedents, to induce this house to act in 
the mean, shabby, and evasive manner he 
has proposed to u.s.—The right hon. gent. 
wa.s placed iiy his sovereign in the situa¬ 
tion which he now fills, with the hopes, 
that hi.s conduct would be such a.s would 
engage the confidence and conciliate tho 
support of this house. Now, I will ask the 
light hon. gent, whether he thinks any 
part of his conduct towards Mr. Palmer 
li.i.sbei n calculated toiilcet cither of those 
intention-. No ; for it is impossible tlie 
house ("in have an}' confidence in the man 
who IS placed hes'e as the guardian of 
their rigills, when they see that very man 
tlie first to attack their liberties, and to 
endeavour to rob them of one of their 
dearest privilcgc.s.—It is ridiculous, sir, to 
dispute Mr. Palmer’s demahiis, upon the 
ground of his not deserving them. His 
scnyiccs are not dubious. No, sir, they are 
self evident. He only claims, what the 
house has repeatedly acknowledged to be 
bis stipulated due, viz. 50 shilfiags for 
every 2,000 that he gives you ! Sir; this 
house nev er agreed to a money bill altered 
in the most teivial way b} the lords, yet, 
this motion i^really inviting them to throw 
out our own bill. Then, surely, the mo¬ 
tion which may produce such a con.se* 
queuce, wc'should treat with indignation. 
If this house once doubts its exclusive 
authority over money allairs, it gives up 
its own and the pujillic's greatest boast, a 
power which forms the very basis of the 
liberties of England. Will the chancellor 
of the exchequer declare that he has any 
other motive for bringing forrard this 
motion, tliau a wish to defeat the vote of 





t^iuse ? And to oflect that wish he has 
acted in tiie most unmanly and unworthy 
'^ay, and has concealed his intentions be¬ 
cause lie had not weight nor argument 
enough to coavi|icc the house that tliey 
svere acting wrong. As tlie light hon. 
gent, is so vet j cspeit in rummaging out 
precedents, I svisli he would show me a 
precedent of a chancellor of the exchequer 
ever having acted, since the revolution, in 
the way he has done toivards Mr. Palmer. 
Sir, the magnitude of Mr. Palmer’s ser¬ 
vices are umvcrsally acknowledged, his 
demands ate loinplelely latified, and if 
the house suppoits this motion, it commits 
an ict not onlj dangmous to the privileges 
of pirliament, biiValso to the piivileges of 
the people. • 

Mr. /fose slid that i< there w is a nei^es- 
wty for inoie preci denf*. lu « oii'd < eitaiiily 
pisMlnce them. The obji 1 1 of tins motion 
WMs to give the lords an oppoilunity of 
judging of the ineuts of Mr. Palmei’s 
Claim. The inajoiity of grants made to 
individuals were bystpaiate Ifills, and not 
by a clause in the Appioprutiuii art. As 
a proof of this, the light hon. gent, tiled 
Ihe grants to l)i. Smith, Mr. Phillips, and 
Mr. Stephens, lie was exlreintly soiiv 
that he wa^ .ig.iin oliligetl to alliule to JNIr. 
Palmer's odu lal toiiiiwct, biitieall^, altei I 
the perusal ot the JetUis wiitten by ^fl. 
Palmer, and after exaiiiiiiiiig tlie i vidente 
betore them, luw the house < ould have 
supporteil Mr. Palmer .as it hid tloiie, nas 
to him a mattei of great suijirisc. 

iMr. Fuller, with consider.ible waniitli, ! 
deelarcd tint the loids h.id not tliodt ast 
authority t>ver,Money bills, anti as lon^i 
fts he had a vote tkey should never mtei- 
fere m that oi any other established riglit. 
1’he house ot commons alone was the prti- 
per guardian of the public purse. He was 
very sorry to sec the lion, gent (Mr.Baiikes) 
s<^ captious and fretful, when his own hill 
was lately thiown out of the other house, 
and he was more so, when ho saw him 
lend his countenance to a ^easute ir e 
iMs, entrenching on the dearest privileges 
Or the constitution. The hon. gent seemed 
Co think that his opinion would have a 
re^t effi>ct on the house. It leminded 
im of a beatitiful passage in Shnkspeare. 

’ His q^uiddities and cranks mantled lika a 
itanding pool,' and agJi^n ^ I am sir Ora¬ 
cle, when I speak, let no dog bark.’ 
Thoi^ he was decidedly 'of opinion that 
Mr. Iralmcr’s Claims were founded in jus¬ 
tice, he did not think they were at all at 
Make that night, but that the house should 


use every eflort to maiqtaiiesta dignify and 
insist upon its privileges j fur if they sup¬ 
ported the motion of the chanc^or of the 
exchequer, they would be luowd upon as 
the poorest and most submissive cieaturcs 
in existence. /* 

Sir Franc ii BurcUlt. —I would not, sir, at 
this late hour, ticsposs on the patience of 
the house, had not the light hon. gent, 
opposite (Ml. itosc) reflect«*iron IVfr. Pal¬ 
mer’s character, m a maimer whir h, so far 
from being jnstifird by (he evidence, is 
completely leliited. The iiglit hon irenf. 
*naj again levcited to hisfavouiitc argu¬ 
ment of the letters; and from them has 
attempted to inler tli.it Mr Pahner did 
not act with integrity. ISoW'. inv loid 
Walsiiigham w*^ asked by the oinimitfec, 
wheihei he had ivi" any reason to doubt 
y},r. Palmer’"> peisonil iiiugnty? the 
nnUie loid’s .iiiswer was, “ .No, nivti m 
tlfe snidlest dtgiee.” j^id my loid Clies- 
tcrfield, loihesami rptAtion, gavcexaiily 
the same .in<<wei, and Iheie wire the last 
persons to be supposed (a\oinable to J\lr. 
Palmer. Is it, llieii, to be supposed, that if 
aiij- cut umstauci had ocruind to pistity 
Slid) an asMitioii, 4h U the\ would have 
withheld the piihnr ilioii of it ^ I think 
those letteis eonr III! iiotlmig but whit is 
veij < \cusaldi ; foi wlionweroiisi»i«,i, tliat 
Mr. PalincM' bad embaiked his honoiii, his 
ripiitatiAn, his foi*tuuc, and everv thing 
th.it was deal to him, on this imdeiiaking, 
.and that il it had failed, ev'ery thing he 
hail staked must tall with it, w'e can hardly 
imagine lie would have exjjiessed himself 
more mildly in a confidential letter of 
those, who, lie had good luason to believe, 
were usingf very endeavour nvthou power, 
under the veil of offiee, to thwart his plans, 
tfestroy his hopes, and render aboi live all 
his ex))ectations ot ,realizing the great 
< onsiderations he had ventured on Ins suc¬ 
cess. Yet even admitting Mr. Palmer’s 
alleged imfiscrct ion beyond a doubf, the 
public word is given, and it iiinst be re- 
d( emed or fbrfeited by the conduct of this 
house. Mr. Palmer’s deserts and the 
equity of his demanKis have been copi¬ 
ously debated, and have been honourably 
confirmed and admitted by five veiy large 
majorities. They must, therefore, be con¬ 
sidered as entirely separate from thia 
night’s contest! We are this night to as- 
.sert or resign a privilege, which has al¬ 
ways been consideied a pwjaliar and estab¬ 
lished right. I do think it a most impo¬ 
litic jtep, if wp resign one inch of out 
peculiar liberties: tor surely there cannot 
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be discovered a more dangerous, a more 
mischievous precedent, than yielding ever 
so smalt a concession, to the other branch 
of the legislature in pecuniary matters. 
For the sa^ of its own privileges, its own 
dignity, iw own consistency, the house 
'Should reject this motion, e-tpecially when 
it is obvious that the design is to set at 
nought and reverse an opinion, solemnly 
declased an^ delivered by the house on 
five di!ierent nights. 

Mr. Burton denied that the general 
merits of the case of Mr. Palmer formed 
the question now before the house. Th% 
only question wa.s, how the vote passe«bby 
this house, and to be adhered to so ^r as 
this house was concerned, should be sent 
to the lords, whether in the Appropriation 
Act, or in a separate bill. He maintained 
that all the circumstances of the case par¬ 
ticularly called for a separate bill. • 

Mr. "Whitbread wished that the Speaker 
was at liberty to enter into the debate alid 
give some opinioi' as to the accuracy of 
the proceedings of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, but the right hon. gent, had 
prudently availed himself of the silence 
imposed upon that great authority by hi.s 
being placed in the^chair: he hatl va¬ 
liantly marched to the attai k of the bat¬ 
tery when the great gun was spiked: for 
as to the precedents he had produced, he 
did not think they gave the least support 
to the correctness of the right hon. gent.’s 
conduct.—^'Phe hon. gent, besought every 
mOmber who heard him not to be cajoled 
into the idea that it was the intention or 
wish of the chancellor of the exchequer 
that the present bill .should pass the house 
of lords. What was his conduct as minis¬ 
ter of the cr^wn ? He came down to the 
house and moved the passing of a bill, for 
a grant which he protessed to dii^approvE. 
Surely, the right hon. gent, placed himself 
in a very aukward* predicament; fur it 
must be his intention cither to cheat the 
publjc or to cheat Mr. Palmer. If the 
grant was an unjust one, be cheated the 
public; if the grant was right, by the 
trick resorted to, to defeat it, he would 
cheat Mr. Palmer. | He «vas very Jiappy 
to see an hon. and leaAied gent, wno nad 
been so long absent, from the housb ton 
account of his indisposition, in his place, 
•a he was sure the name of sir Vicary 
Gibbs would be added to the supporters of 
Mr. Palmer’s Cjpim, as he had the prece¬ 
dent of his pred^essor who had also sup¬ 
ported it, who acted without the* same 
ravourable occurrence of having thb late 
. \^OL. XI. , 




_ neral to set him the exs 
The chancellor of the exchequer bad i 
he was fearful if this grant was includeid^! 
in the Appropriation Act, that the Ibrds 
might reject tlie whole bill: but, were his 
majesty’s ministers weak enough in under* 
standing to imagine such a thing: or 
were they weak enough in power to allow 
such a thing? But, even if they did ■ 
reject the whole Appropriation bill, that 
might be recovered, but the honour of the 
house could never be restored, if Mr. 
Palmer’s Claim was not discharged. The 
present motion was for the purpose of en> 
trappiim the house, as many hon. mem* 
hers haQ quitted town under the idea that 
the business had passed the house and was 
completely settled. He thought if the 
right hon. gent, gifiiied the victory, it 
wipild be a victory over the house of com¬ 
mons, over the constitution, and whatever 
of law and justice remained in the house. 

Mr. Canning said, the merits of Mr. 
Palmer’s case formed nb part of the ques* 
tion before the house. The only question 
was, in wlTat manner the house should 
carry its decision into effect ? The pre¬ 
cedents w'erc not all on one side. There 
were some for the course proposed by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
house was free to follow the line that should 
please it. He cen.sured the objection to 
referring the whole question to the lords, 
because that house could examine wit¬ 
nesses on oath to the matters of fact. He 
insisted on the constitutional impropriety 
of sending the present business to the lords, 
otherwise than in a separate bill. 

The Chancellor qf the Excbeqtter denied ia ■ 
4iis reply, that giving the recommendatioa ^ 
of the crown so as t% Sl'ing a measure 
under the consideration of the house, im¬ 
plied an obligation to support it in its pro¬ 
gress through the house. He also vindi¬ 
cated his conduct in proposing this bill, on 
the knowledge that the house uf lords waa 
examining the agreement with Mr. Palmbr. 
—^The house then divided : * 

For the Motion - 
AgainA it 

Majority 


188 , 

63 
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ROUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Jane 24. 

^StATE OF theJEmpihb.] Mr.Wharbui 
brought up the rifport of the committee on 
the Appropriation bill. The amendments 
were rea4 a first and second time. On the 
motion, that they be agreed to. 

3 X 
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Mr. Whitbread rose, and eiwressed him- j for any assistance by ^oan or otherwise 
self to the fbliowiiigelliect:—Mr.Speaker; daring the present session. I tra^t, sir, 
As Uic session appears hasteiriiig to a close, the right hon. gejitJemaa near him con- 
I am desirous of putting to his majesty's seiited to this postponement on a deliberate 
niimstrrs some questions, with respect to view of the subject, and that |e will not 
the various internal and externui relations be dispased, during the recess, to give way,, 
ot the empire, wliich, it apijears to me, to upon any alleged motives of temporary 
be more convinient to state collectively, convenience. Early in the next session 
than to lu.ikc them the subjects of separate the subject maybe brought under our 
discussions in tins house. For thi-. pur- consideration, and it will tlisn he f4r the 
pose, sir, 1 should have availed my.s<‘lf of j houv of couimons to decide upon it.—Sir, 
the opportunity which the Vote of Credit the re.-,ult of the labour? of another com- 
ailurde(i me, had I not been apprehensive, I mittce, «)f which I had the honour to he 
from circumstances of which the house ihairmun (the Lottery' committee), has 
must be aware, that such a proceti/ling at bce\i this day prc.senled to the house. Sir, 
that time would have led to a discu.ssiun I call the attention of the right hon. gent, 
which, in my optydon, was to be dc,>re- oppasite, and if it were possible, I w’ould 
cated. But, sir, by the usage? of the house call the atlentiou of all his successors in 
of commons, many «>ccasions arise in which ofti<>e, to that repoif For when tin* evi- 
questions of the nnlurt* to which 1 have dem e .<>hall be read, it will disclose a scene 
alluded, may be put to his majesty’s mi- oi'fraud ajid niiseiy, whith it appears to 
nisters, and the reception of the report of me fo he impossililc tirat any chancellor of 
the Appropriation ^ill is one. I shall there- j the exchequer c.in eciiite'iiiplate w'itlioiit a 
fore take advantage of it.—Sir, the present dclerminution of abandoning that ruinous 
session has been a very laborious one, .and scheme of hnanec by which '.ueli evils are 
bias extended to very gieat lengtli: as eiigendi re<l.—Another Coiiiniittee, sii,has 
much btisiucss has been done in the course this session, for the third time, l>con hi- 
of it, as was, perhaps, e\cr done in any stituted; I mean the Committee ofFi- 
precedingses-siou of parliament. Not only, n.ince. From this committee I fear the 
sir, has the attcndauce of members in the public has little or no ehance of deriving 
house itself, been most assiduous, and 'at any information (luring tlie present session, 
the .same time highly creditable to then'- if I may jmlge from the answer made a 
selves, but also their attendance in the few evenings ago, by the hon. chairman of 
committees assembled upon matters of the that t oiiimittee, to a question which I took 
dec|>cst national imjyortance. By the com- the liberty of proposing to him. What- 
mittee on the West India trade, a Report ever may be the reasons which caused 
has been made, on which a bill was in- this delay, they are not now to be as- 
troduced into parliament, of which, us it ceitaincd. ITie honourable chairman in- 
ha% now become a law, I shall oiily'*say, formed us, that as far as lay in him, the 
that 1 hope and wish it may conduce to Report was in readiness to be presented; 
nlllird the lelief tM the West India Plant- nay, that it h.id hem so before the Ea.ster 
ers predicted Irom it; and I trust, sir, recess. Sir, whether there is any thing 
that the subsequent Reports which haft? iit the lonstitutiou of this Committee 
been presented Itoin the same committee, w liith renders u-scless the labours of the 
svill meet with a serious investigation, and most assiduous of its members, or W'hat- 
th;it every elfiirt will be made to remedy' ever mysterious impediments may exvt 
the evils which they point out. The Com- to delay the delivery of their Report, are 
mitlee on the Affairs of the East India matters which must in the next session 
Company h*a\e^ made a gresit)progress in )f parliament be fully developed, in order 
the execution ut the task entrusted tu tliciu. that the causes which have produced so 
I think the public has a right to expect much ipuhlic disapprobation may be ef- 
tliat the Accounts hctw'ecn the g^werument fectqally removed.—Sir, I am happy to 
antj,^ the East Iiulia Company are finally saf, that there is one part of our situation 
closed ; and that the latter can have no w hicli, at the present moment, we are for- 
further claim on the former. Long as she tunately enabled to contemplate with a 
te.ssion of parliament haJ^been. it hcrtaiiily ! greater degree of satisfaction than at any 
ins been ‘•ouiewhiit slu.rii lud in cen-e-, period for a nunrl-cr of ve.li's past; 1 mean 
qiience of the reOummciidatiuii of the light I the slate of Irc‘1and. I’his is not owing, 
non. t>i nt. opposjte to me (Mr. K. Duiidn.^) i certagily, to any thing that has been done, 
to the h.airt India Company, not to press ; but to the reception experienced in ithis 
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bouse, during the present session, by a 
motion blade by a, fight hon. friena of 
mine (Mr. Grattan.)* That drcurastance, 
sir, has dHTuscd a calm over the minds of 
men ivith regard to Ireland, wliich has 
not been for many years. It tends 
to show by what small eflurts of concilia¬ 
tion It is |>o8siblc to do away, hi that coun¬ 
try, all feeliiigs of hostility, of distrust, of 
j egret.; and 1 trust, that by the measures 
of futiiVe sessions of parliament, this fa- 
vouralile impiession will be considerably 
iuLieased. >Sir, I wish to obtain some in- 
Ibiiii.ition with rc.spect to the opera)ion of 
the Uidcrs in Council. At the conclu.don* 
of a session, in the coniinenceiueur of 
which measures proposed for the imp Ave- 
meiit ol our commerce, al’ler repeated dis¬ 
cussions in both houses of parliament, were 
c uried by large majoiities; after eight 
months have i lapsed, it is natural to ask, 
whether those measures have produced 
the beiicfieiai cflvctwliich was predicted 
from them. This is an information which 
our constituents have a right to expect 
fi oin us. It is desirable to know the re¬ 
sult ; that, if successful, those who oppos¬ 
ed the measure in vy acknowleilge their 
mistake, and those who suppoii d it may 
( ongratiilale themsel'es on their siipeiior 
sagai ity. One expeelation held out by 
the light hon. gent, oppuaite was, that the 
measure would act so oppicssivel} on the 
enemy as to suhdue his inveteracy, and in¬ 
cline him to make peace with this country 
on terms more advantageous than could 
olheiwise be c.vpec ted. I should like \ ■•ry 
much to know, whether m the. right hon. 
gcnt.’s opinion this cllect has Inen pro¬ 
duced. I should also, sir, like to know, 
whether the right hon. gent, lias artually 
carried the Orders in (’ouiicil into execu¬ 
tion, or whether he has not rather allowed 
tlieir tendency to be defeated by*the sys¬ 
tem of Liccnec.s. Itt is necessary that tnis 
point should be ascertained, lest we should 
confojjiid two things and ascribe to the en¬ 
forcement of the Olliers in Council a con¬ 
sequence which has resulted from the vio¬ 
lation of them. To all these questions, 
sir, I aiA fully sensilde that I depend .sole¬ 
ly on the courtesy ol the right non.* gent, 
for an answer ; 1 have always felt thiy; I 


did so on former occasions. It appears to 
me, that it is for the convenience of the 
house of commons, that questions should 
be thus asked aijid thus answered, on sub¬ 
ject? which might otherwise form the 
ground-work of'separate discnssioiW. I 
beg, thercfoie, that I may not be uiider- 


I stood to be Arrogant by. this mode'**^ 
eceding. I will now therefore go oii. 
to observe, that the right hon. gent. oi3 
know, that the pressure arising from th<? 
stagnation of trade, hasproduced symptoms 
of tli.sturbance in some parts of the king¬ 
dom. I wish to touch* on this subject 
lightly. I am aware that it is one not at 
all calculated to produce alarm, but very 
much calculated to produce commiscration. 
Ni» one can doubt, sir, that I'very disposi¬ 
tion to tumult, however excited, must be 
rcprc.ssed ; yet some distinction ought to 
be made with reference to the cause. 
Without entering into a more minute ex¬ 
planation, I may be al lowed to express ray 
nope, that his majesty’s luinisters will keep 
this consideration in theil vi' w ; .md that 
in any steps which ^e public good may 
render it necessary for them to take, they 
will exercise theq- power w'lth lenity, 
w'here they perceive that the eirciimstaiicesr 
which call tor the exercise of that power, 
arise out of the depiession of commerce : 
that they svill .'lilbrd all possible relief, 
where relief ran be aflbrded; and that 
they will not attribute the eondnet w'hich 
may demand their inn rfen lire, no any 
other motives hot those which I have al¬ 
ready mentioned —So much, sir, for the 
internal relations of the empire. I W'lll 
now |»ro..eed to the external relations, and 
hepe to receive an answer to such of my 
questions as can be ansv\cred w'ith pro¬ 
priety. They will range themselves 
under two heads; Sw eden and America. 
And first, w ith respect to Aiperira, I wish 
to know, as far as it can be disclosed W’lth 
dis<retimi, what is the real situation in 
jrhicti the British and tlie American go¬ 
vernments stand with iwgard to each « 
other. If, sir, I may‘trust that chan¬ 
nel of iiiforiiiatioii which is alike open 
to every man, the public papers, I see 
that congress has been prorogued for 
the session, but that the emb^irgo still 
rontiniies. Thus it appears that one pf 
the etlects anticipated I'rom the Oj'ders 
in Council has failed. England holds out; 
America hojjds out; nor does there appear 
any probability of a relaxation oij the p^^rt 
of the Matter.—With respect to the Expe¬ 
ditions wluch arc about to .sail, 1 neither 
wish to know nor ask ihcir destinatigp; 
nor sverc I to make the enquiry, wxiuld 
thetright hon. gent, be justified in satisfy- 
ingf me. * I hope tjlat their object has been 
well considered ; I am sure that they are 
under the^'ommand of able and expericrtc* 
cd officers; and I trust that the ifcimU 
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vHl be glorious and useful to country lity, to the discernment of'khig'Of- 
Dut, sir, I cannot avoid remarking, that a Sweden, to have out; bommercial |n^M 
British Expedition has for a long time seconded by hint. Have the exgect^tioM 
been lying idle in the ports of Sweden, of the right hoii. gentleman been fulfil-- 
This is a point on which I wish for expla* led ?—Not any thing more, sir, occurs to 
nation. That expditton also is commanded me on which to call the attention of bis 
by an officer of distinguished merit, and majesty's ministers, except that most im-' 
the public approbation fully justified bis portant subject which formed the basis of 
appointment to a situation of such critical the motion that I had the honour of sob- 
Ksponstbility. At the same time, sir, I mitting to the house on the ^9th of Feb. 
must observe, that the accidental presence last. 1 then stated, that it did not appear 
of that officer in England to take the com- to me degrading to this country to pro- 
mand of the Swedish expedition, deserves pose a negnciation for peace with France, 
explanation. I say accidental, because. At no period of the interval which has 
if public report is to he credited, the arrival elaf sed, has it appeared to me that such a 
HI England of sir John Moore from' Sicily, proposition would be degrading. Nor can 
was as unexpected by his majesty’s minis- 1 anticipate during the recess which is 
ters as by the country at large. It certainly about to take place, any circumstances, the 
appears extraordinafy, that a force of occurrence of which can by possibility 
10,000 men, employed in the defence,.of render it inexpedient or degrading, on the 
such an important point as Sieily, should pa't of this country, to open such a nego* 
reach the English shores without the previ- ciation. Having said thus much, sir, 1 
ousknowledge of government. Did this arise shall sit down, trusting u> the candour of 
from any clerical cri'or in the orders, or from his majesty’s ministers, that they will 
any blunder of another description? With- atlbrd to me and to the country eveiy 
aut dwelling any longer upon this point, I satisfactory explanation with regard to 
will projreeu, sir, to the principal circuin- those subjects on which they can commu- 
■tance, which is, as 1 before observed, that nicate information without detriment to 
there is now lying in the ports of Sweden the public service. 

a large British force, completely inactive; Mr. Secretary Canning .—Sir ; the hon, 
and that at a period of the year tin? most gout, needs no apology for making any 
favourable tor military operations. Fmpi oh»orvatious, or proposing any questions 
the manner in which the right hoii. gent, to his majesty’s ministers, which to him 
opposite spoke of the seiitiinents of the may seem advisable. I will endeavour, 
king of Sweden, when the Swedish treaty sir, as far as I am able, and with the utmost 
was presented to the house, one might disposition to frankness on my part, to 
have been led suppose, that when the give to the hon. gent, the satisfaction 
time of action arrived, some previous con- which he re(]uirps. In doing this 1 will 
cert would be Ibund to have been estaUisli- begin with the topics with which he con¬ 
ed with respect to the mode in which the' eluded his speech. The bon. gent, ex¬ 
troops sent by thif country should be em- presses great surprise that the armament 
ployed. It was tliereforc, sir, that the pub- sent to ffie assistance of the king of Swe* 
uc was extremely surprised to learn, that d.'ii, has^not yet commenced active opera- 
imamediatcly on the arrival of the troops tions. The answer to this remark, sir, is 
ander sir J. Moore in Sweden, the quarter- to be found in the proposition that this at- 
vaster-general (an officer whose absence mament was sent to the assistance of tke 
pilsied an army) was sent back to this king of Sweden. It was sent to co-opsrate 
country for instructions; and that on his with the forces of an ally; to be subject to 
tetnm to Sweden sir John Moore set off the plans rtf warfare which that ally might 
for Stockholih to concert a pfan of opera- direct; if m the interval that has elapsed 
tibas. These are points which demand from the fitring uitt ofi the expedition coa- 
cxplanation. 1 wish also to bo informed siderabie changes nave taken place in the 
vespeedng the commercial relations be- po.,tttre of aliairs, and in the military coun- 
tween Greet Britain and Sweden. Have ciis of Sweden, that circumstance would 
•rrangemenls been made that the boasted sulficieiitly account for the inactivity nf 
nrraugements for the protectioa of .our the British force. If any blame, can be 
commerce shall not be completely defeated imputed to his majesty’s government on 
by our best ally ? The right non. gen- this l^ad, it must be for the decision which 
iJemna said on a former occdsion, that projected the expedition, and for the 
'Im trusted to the justice, to Uie Kbem- promptitude with which that deciuoRWM 
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carriect intooxMution, without waiting until not intend l|> blame hi» majesty'a 'oniniatefW 
al^poasibiechanmfsynished of its remaining for not having mado siinilair- conbrnonioa^ 
unrmplo>;«don its arrival. But the bon. tions to parliament; for if he had thoughf 
gent, expresses great surprise that the ■ such communications necessary, ho tvoaldl 
gallant coiniaaiider of that expedition was doubtless have moved tor them. Withoui 
roujid ill England to be placed at the head censuring tiieir producthm by the Aroerie 
of it. Sir, f have in a great measure ex> can government, his majesty’s ministeid 
plained this circumstance on a former oc- have ielt that the transaction being penda 
casion. The force under the command of ing, any appeal from government to pan* 
sir Jol^n Mopre, in Sicily, was removed linment would look as if it were concluded, 
from Sicily to (Gibraltar at the eve of a I shall only state, that in the whole coin 
considerable military operation in that duct of the British government, with res-* 
quartm* of the continent, and when it was peel to the aflair of the Chesapeak, we 
highly important to allbrd the army engage have cndc<ivourt‘d to keep in view the 
ed ill that operation the double chanim of principle upon which we set out; namely^ 
receiving aid lirom home and from abioad. to maki ample reparation fur that whicti 
Sir John Moure arrived at Gibraltar in the was a decidedly wrong act; but to moka 
latter end of November, two days after that reparation under a firm determinatioit 
the emigration of the royal family of For- not to surrender a ri^ht which the great 
tugal. iiaviiig ailed for some time, of m^ority of the country has ever constder* 
course in vain, fur a communication with ed as essential to it's dearest interests. Sir, 
sir Sidney Smith, he, in pursuance of* his I may boldly appeal to the country to do* 
orders, and not in consequence of an error, termtiie whether, from the correspondeiica 
returned home. As to the impolicy of on the table of tlie houAe, any such diiq) 0 »^ 
leaving Sicily with an inadequate garrison, sition on the part of his majesty's ministeta 
1 am ready to admit, that if it were po8si> has appeared through the whole traiwao* 
ble it would be highly desirable to attend, tion. Tiiat the rupture of the negocii^on 
at the same time, to every point of our on this subject was not attended with any 
military defence ; but, sir, this is impossi- hostile feeling on either side is an incoi»- 
bic: there are occasions on which a small trovertihle truth. Tl\p reparation was not 
risk must be run, for the hope of perform- accepted by America, because America 
ing a great service. On this principle it ^onld not fulfil the condition on which 
was that his majesty’s government thought alone it was tendered; namely, the revo¬ 
lt advisable to weaken for a tim^ the gar- cation of that proclamation by which Bri> 
rison of Sicily. Whether in doing so they tish ships were not allowed to enter the 
were or were not justifiable, it is for the' harbours of America, while those of the 
country to decide.—1 now advert, sir, to enemy visited them at pleasure. But, sif, 
the questions o^ the lion. gent, connected the manner in which the British reparation 
with our commerce. He asks whether his wasr tendered to America by a special 
majesty’s government have any security 'mission, was, to all the^feelings of nioOi, 
' for the co-eperation of Sweden in their honour, an effective reparation; and so, 
commercial arrangements ? Sir, I have no in fact, we have every reason to believe 
doubt that at this moment a tseaty has that it was considered by the American 
been signed at Stockholm, not of indulgent, government. With respect, sir, to the 
but of hearty co-operation in those ar- embargo, and to the probable eflects of 
vangements. As soon as the Swedish go- the Oraers in Council in producing, its 
vernment were told what was expected abandonment, the hon. gent, has mis-stated 
from them by this counts, without wait- my right hon. friend’s propositions? The 
ing for the formalities of a treaty, they hon. gent, declares my right hon. friend to 
enterml cordially into our views; but, sir, have predicted that the Orders in CouacU 
k was thought advisable that a (regular would do away the embargo, wheread^my 
treaty shoulo be concluded, and I repeat right hoft. friend only argued, in oppein- 
that 1 have no doubt that ere this i^'has tion to the hon. gentlemen on the mter 
been signed.*—America, sir, is the next side, that the OHers in Counoil din nbC 
subject of the hon. gmit.’simeech which 1 produce the embargo; that they were mt 
diall notidb. Of nearly all mat has passed substantively known in America when Abe 
between the two countries, the house and embargo took place ; tad that they wore 
the public have .been put in possespon by not included in the complaint time by 
the publications of ftic Americaoi gpvem- the Andean government to cmiavBM/lNOi 
. tamu I presume that the hoft. gent, does vriiich eomplainttho embargo graafounded. 
• • • • 
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Nor, sir, do I think that the^Orders in has prod^d in a part .of this country, 
Cbuncil themselves could have produced but, sir, in making this allusion, he Im 
any irritation in America. If I were not offered to the executive government a 
disposed on this occasion to avoid making piece of advice, which, i trust,'is unoo- 
any observations that might be suspected ccssary. lie has recommended to us, sir, 
of a party feelingol would say, that 1 do in any measures which the excesses of the 
think the irritation in America may have misguided may compel us to take, to dis* 
l^n produced by the echo of the discus- criminate between the objects of mercy 
sions in this house. - Sir, since the return and those of justice ; and not to apply to 
of Mr. Rose, no communicatiun has been innocence, goaded by want toimpru«lonce, 
made by the American government, in the punishment which belongs only to iiii> 
the form of complaint, or remonstrance, defeii'tible guilt. Sir, 1 trust it was perfect* 
or irritation, or of any description what- ly unnecessary for the hon. gent, to lay 
ever; 1 mention this particularly, because principle for the guidance of his 

it is notorious tliat thcie have been several majg,.ty’s guvcriiinent. And, sir, if among 
arrivals from America, supposed to be of thosc^, who, by the real pressure of the 
great importance, and that several special times, are incited to tumult, men should 
messengers have reached this country be found w ho, without themselves expe- 
from thence, after 'having touched at rienciiig any inconvenience, avail theni- 
France. But, sir, if the hon. gent, in ^he selves of the irritation of others to forward 
execution of bis public'duty had thought viovvs of a very different nature, then, sir, 
fit to move for any communications that 1 trust, that to such men tlie hon. gent, 
had been made by the American govern- wduld nut wish his principle of lenity to 
ment since the departure of Mr. Rose, my apply- I state this, only because 1 think 
answer must have been, not that his nta- that the recommendation of the hon. gent, 
jesty's government were di^clincd to is rather too much of a sweeping de^crip- 
make tlyem, but that absolutely there were tion, and that it implies a proposition 
none to make. If it be asked why ? I am which I do not choose at this moment 
unable satisfactorily to reply. I can only either to contradict or to adopt; namely, 
conjecure that America has entered into that one cause alone, the pressure of the 
negotiations with hranee which are ex- times, i.* enough to produce the evils to 
pected to lead to some result, ami that the winch lie has alluded, and that no otliui can 
communications of America to this country exist in aid of it.—Sir; the hon. gent, in- 
are to be contingent on that result. This, qniies whether the operation of the Orders 
sir, is conjecture alone, but it is founded inCounnl has produced the full effects ex¬ 
on the extraordinary circumstance of so pccted from it? But he does not state fair- 
many arrivals without any communication, ly the extent of the expectation. It never 
It cannot be expected of me, that I should was supposed by his majesty's government, 
state prospectively what are the views of that the Orders would throw no inipedi- 
, his majesty’s government on this subject.' ment in the way of the commerce of the 
* The principle by which they have hitiierto country : we expected that they would 
been guided, they wilt contiuue invariably impede the cuintnercc of the countty, but 
4o pursue. Tliey attach as much value to wn impujed this restriction, because re- 
the restoration, and to the continuance of slriction existed elsewhere, and because we 
cordiality, and i>erfect good understanding thouglil that tlie restriction of the enemy 
with America, as any men can do; they would be more successfully combated by a 
are' ready to purchase that advantage by defying restriction on our part thauu by 
•every'justifiable conciliation; they have lielplcss acquiescence and unresisting sup- 
proved that readiness by the act of the plication—means unworthy of the British 

nation. I have now, sir, gone through moat 
of tile jion. gentv's observations, except 
those which related to the different com¬ 
mittees of this house, .to the general course 
of parliamentary business, and to the labo¬ 
rious attendance of members during tlie 
present si'ssion. Sir, 1 shall add but a 
very few minutes to that, attendance in 
expre-sing my cordial concurrence in the 
sentiments of the hon. gent. $ and I am 
penudded, my right hon. friend near 


present session, m which tlib trade of 
Anierica has been placed on the most fa¬ 
vourable footing; but, sir, they are not 
ready to purchase that advantage', great as 
ibe^' tmknowledge it to be, at the price 
of the surrender of those rights on which 
ihe naval power and prepondemnee lof 
Oiieat Britain is immutably fixed. The 
bon. gent, has alluded, with proper deli- 
cecy, to some unpleasant circihnstances 
which the present stagnation of commerce 
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(the chsne^lor 'of the exchequer) is by no 
means disposed tcT ^issent from the hon. 
gent/s opinion, that this has been one of 
the most severe and laliorious sessiohs that 
was ever known. If the hon. gent, reflects 
with compiaoency on his share of tlie pro¬ 
ceedings of the session, we have also the 
satisfaction to reflect that we have done 
our duty in it, and we certainly anticipate 
its cloje wit]> a feeling of satisfaction. 1 
will not extend it still further by n asting 
the time of the house in descanting on the 
desire which it is rational to suppose that 
government must feel for the restoration 
a peace, 1 will not say consistent witjj^ the 
honour of the country alone, but a ^leacr 
by which her future safety and independ¬ 
ence may be secured. The disposition 
which has ever existed in the minds of his 
majesty’s ministers on this subject, and 
vihich was distinctly declared by us,on 
tlie motion made by the lion gent, the 
comniencemcnt of the s(>ssion, ri mains 6n- 
changed. But, sir, I think, that under the 
present <ircumstances, the hon. gent, will 
st.tr«'cly expect ns to decl.ire. wdiether or 
not wo think th« re is unj' prospect of an 
o| en'ng for (hat event. The hon. gent 
may rest As'.uii .1, rliat we feel is much as 
lie, or iiMV mail, c i feel, the difficulties in 
which the toiiutry is involved; but we 
also feel, that .slie uas energy and resour¬ 
ces eiHiiigii to contend, .so long as it 
mav be necessary to conten.l, fordthe muiii- 
te'i.iiivi .if her powei and indepi i'deuce; 
bet to s.»y uiv thmir further on this sub¬ 
ject, i<i ittempt to pridict whether peace 
is piol able or hopeless, would, in my 
opini.in, sir, t'‘iid oii'y, in the one case 
to relax exertion, in the other, to aggravate 
evil. , 

Mr. Whitbread declared that he had 
asked for no information with respect,to 
the probability or the improbability of 
peace ; he had only called the attention 
of government to that important subject. 
Hie, right hon. the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, notwithstanding what had been 
said by the right hon. gent, who had just 
spoken, had certainly held out the expec¬ 
tation that the enforcement of the orders 
of council would inddce America to see 
her true interest, and that she would 
consequence withdraw her embargo. Ibe 
fact, however, was otherwise. As to what 
the right 4)on. gent, had said of the echo 
of the debates in that house, having pro- 
dured an irritation in the American mind, 
which was subsequently allayed, luch a 
BtaVsment was a general reprobatsoo of 
• • • • 
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every pudic deliberative assembly. If 
the members of the house of comoxms weTf 
not to speak their opiniona freely, it were 
better that the house of commons did no( 
exist. But this was the common topic of 
ail ministers, little co^idering that the 
good far outbalanced the evil. In thp 
present instance he did not believe that 
any evil had been produced. The right 
hon. gent, had expressed his satisfaction 
at the approaching close of the session, 
and had been very pleasant on the gratifi¬ 
cation which this circumstance would give 
to his right hun. and learned colleague, 
lie could assure him that he was not less 
pleased with the pro.spect than himself; 
and that if he felt any of that complacency 
in the retrospect which the right lion. gent, 
had asciibed to hiin>, it was not so much 
at what he had actually dune, as at the 
line of conduct lie hail puisued. There 
was one topic- of national importance on 
which he had not touc'hed, n.imcly, the in¬ 
ternal deienc-e of the pountry. The rea- 
.son was this. On a recent evening, a 
right hon.sgent. (Mr. Ynrkc), in a speech 
containing some tremendous truths, had 
called upon a noble lord opposite for an 
explanaiion cii that subject^ and in his 
own emphatic language had asked the 
noble lord, whether our fortifications were 
ill such a state, that if Buonaparte were 
to see them he would pull off his hat to 
them wrih respect ? The noble lord had 
replied that the fortificalions of the coast 
w.-re in some places complete, and in 
otheis advancing to c.oiiipletion ; and also 
that the other military arrangements far 
lho,disti ibntion ol our force were of such 
a nature that uveiy person might lay his 
head upon his pillow, ami sleep in secu* 
rity.—lie would troufile the house with a 
,few words on what had fallen from the 
right hon. gent, respecting the return of 
•sir John Moore. Every body knew that 
a small risk oucht to be run for a great 
object; but although it mi|;bt have been 
very advisable in the pursuit of sogie im* 
[lortant object, to leave Sicily for a sbrnt 
time withqut an adequate defence, he cone 
fc.sscd he could not divine why the fared 
under sir. John Moore did not return froji^ 
Gibraltar to the defence of that island, in¬ 
stead of a fresh force being sent out^ns 
this country for that purpose. He* had al¬ 
ways bfen given to understand, that the 
r(%nrn to Englanfl of sir John Moore, had 
been occasioned by a mistake w liich might 
happen ^o any administration ; but. the 
right hon. gent, had claimed the blame ^ 
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his maj.’s ministers, by declaritig that the had now no hesitation in dectarin^ that 
retntfn of that gallant officer was m confer* his decided opinion was thett thef qomp^h^' 
»ky to his instructions. In his opinion, could go on Tery wiH without forth^ 
at ^«at risk had been incurred for a little assistance until the reassembling '6f parlia* 
elyect; for certainly it was a great risk to raent. He had therefore not folt authoris*' 
leave Sicily undefended for such a length ed to come to parliament for any further 
of time.-^IIe wasSery happy to learn, aid during the present session. Whether 
that the commercial arrangements between parliament would be called upon in the 
Great Britain and Sweden were of so satis* next session for further aid he knew not, 
factory a nature. lie would take it for but if they were, he thought they would 
granted (although the right hon. gent, do well, not merely to consider the pecu- 
oad abstained from touching on this part of niary circumstances of the company, at 
the subject), that it was intended to put the time when such aid might be required, 
the Orders in Council into full activity in but to look into all the bearings of their 
this country. If so, and if facilities were affairs, and to consider how far such aid 
to be given to their operation in Screden, migRi be accompanied by regulations, 
then on the commencement of the next whioR would place the company in a 
session of parliament, the country would better situation than that in which they 
see, without the possibility of evasion, were now placcvl—^The amendments were 
whether those Ordeishad been founded in then agreed to, and the bill was ordered 
wisdom, as asserted by fiis majesty’s iili- to be read a third time to-morrow, 
nisters, or whether, as it was assetted by fWssT Inois. Merchants.] Mr. Bar* 
bis side of the house, they were an instanre Anai,'after enumerating ibe various mea- 
of the grossest political absurdity that was sures that had been adopted and recum- 
ever committeo. 'fhe question would be mended for the relief of the West India 
fairly at issue. Undoubtedly jt was the interest, and commenting upon their value 
wish of his friends, and of himself, that and efficacy, moved, pursuant to his notice, 
they miglit be mibtaken upon it. “ That the house do resolve itself into a 

Mr. R. Dmdas replied to those observa* committee of the whole house, to take into 
tions of the hon. gent, which related to consideration the second and third Reports 
the attairs of the East India company, of the West India committee.” 

The hon. gent, had asked whether the Lord Bimwg rose to second the niotion, 
account between his majesty’s government and regretted that it should have been 
and the East India company had been made in thin a house, as the subject was 
brought to a final close ; and whether the of sufficient importance to entitle it to a 
sum that had been already voted was all fuller attendance. 

that it was intended to propose on that Mr. Rote regretted that the hon. gent, 
subject 1 Undoubtedly, in his apprehen* should, at this stage of the session, have 
Hon, as far as related to the account of thought proper to bring forward a question 
which the balance was struck, with*the, of this description. The hon. gent., from 
.exception perhaps of some items, of which his speech, seemed to have brought for- 
only a rough estimate had been given, for ward the motion with a view to kive hirosel f 
want of the necessary documents. But it an opportunity of stating that the measures 
diould be observed, that the account be- w&ich h86 been taken for the relief of the 
tween government and the East India West Indies were not efiectual to their ob- 
qompany was an account current, and that ject. The right hon. g<mt. then entered into 
if the balance were struck at a particular a statement to shew that the measures 
period^ the account still going on, the adopted woulo be beneficial to the West 
cesult must necessarily alter. The hon. Indiainterest, and cautioned them against 
gentk supposed that the aids ti^ the com- importuning the house with their case lest 
pany would be safficient to carry them on th^ might indispose ^it towards their re- 
till the re-assemUing of parliament. The Uefi * 

^t #ae» that at the oommeacement of the Mr. Menriot and the Chancellor of the 

preceat seaden,^ circumstances led htm to Exchequer opqiosed the motion, <m account 
suppeeu that ihe company would reqaWe of the protracted periodof the session, and 
fisher aidi j but the balsuice due to wm thov^t the measures tdreadjr adopted 
firom gcvamment turning out to ^ larger would be suffidenl till next sesskm. 
than was imagined, and the company’s Mr. €1. Hiibirt said, that although nei- 
sfiaira assuming a more favourabfo aspect, ther bli eyes nor his ears had been gratis 
as fox as relat^ to their sales at home, be fied in the present debate, (the thinattenda 
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Mice oti a subject so interesting being 
tnat^r of almost as*much disrcurjgement 
as the expressions which he had.heard 
from the right hon. gent. (Mr. Rose); 
yet that he was nut one who would under* 
value what had lieon done, towards the 
relief of the colonists in Uic present session. 
The permission to use Sugar in the Distil¬ 
lery, for a time however short, must add 
to tho* consumption of that article and 
open another inaiket for it. The Regula¬ 
tion, of the Duty on Spirits he had not at 
first seen in the important light in which 
it now appeared to him; but as it tooK 
avvay from spirits imported, what is citled 
the Privilege of Escape (or a remfesion 
of duly on the overpi oof strength a^ far as 
ten gallons in the Iiiiadred) and, as he was 
satUf'ed upon en(]iiiry that all the brandy 
and foreign spirits were tontrived to be 
ejca/X'j', while a \e: y inconsiderable p?irt 
of tbe Rum imporltd was of that descrip¬ 
tion the Regulation must in fact prove a 
tax upon foreign and consequently an 
encouragement to the consumption of 
colonial spiiits. He could lut see what 
objection there was to the cairyiiig this 
principle farther, in compliance* with the 
recommendation of the committee up 
stairs, by a more dccidvc discouragement 
of this tratllc in the projiuce of the ene¬ 
my, in favour of that ofour own subjf cts 
and possessions. Drandv, to a cqi-tain ex¬ 
tent, would be consuineJ, even if the tax 
were ducbled ; and he was informed that, 
under the present oi^cums^anres, the reve¬ 
nue could not suBcr much h’om smuggling. 
The reduction of the duty on Codec was 
another wise measure which he trusted 
would eventually piomote the interests of 
both the codec and the sugar planter, and 
also prove a source of future benetit to the 
revenue In this instance, hovffcver, fie 
feared that the pvinriple had not been 
carried far enough; the present revenue 
in the home consumption of coffee was a 
niatt'cr contemptible in itself, and w’hilc 
we were seeking to establish a change in 
the habits of the public, it might have been 
well to have made |he encouragement, in 
the tint m.stance, mrn'e deci«ive.* The 
postponement, too, of the time wbea^the 
reduced duty was to take effect appeared 
to him to be injudicious, and lie was per¬ 
suaded tliat the right hon. the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer had somewhat 
hastily commifted hhnseif upon that suh- 
jeet, mid that He would have boeil glad, 
upon farther reflection, to have given that 
^ct^n eai lier operation,»From tlie^c mea- 
VoL. XI. 
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sores, however, when combined, he expect* 
ed benefit, and was sincerely tbankfal feg 
them. He believed that his hon.' friend 
(Mr. Barham) was so also; and that the 
expressions he had used, if fairly under-i 
stood, would not warrint the comments 
they had occasioned. His hon. friend had 
very properly said that little or nothing 
had been done for the perwanrnt benefit of 
the Sugar Planter-s, since the use of tlie 
Distilleries was professedly temporary. 
The committee, who rccoinmentled it as 
an expedient suitable to the present cir- 
cumstaTiec.s of the couniry, expressly de¬ 
precated either ils long continuance or its 
recurrence, and there was a large portion 
of that house most anxidus to see the West 
India trade relieved jiy other means, if for 
no other reason yet that its distress might 
neither be the n^otive nor the plea for 
any future interference with the Distillery 
from grain. The committee, whose la¬ 
bours appeared to have met the approba¬ 
tion of the house, had therefore, in confer-* 
mity with |)s promise, suggested measures 
of pcrm.mpnt relief. And he thought it 
hard that be and others nearly iittcrested 
.should be accused of ingratitude, or of 
impolitic importunity, when they were 
anxious to jn'css thustt measures upon the 
early consideration of the house and of his 
majesty’s ministers. Tlic case of the West 
Indies became more, perhaps, a question of 
the time than of the amount of relief. 
Another 3 'car like the last would bring on 
a crisis for which it would be diflicult to 
find a cure. The estates had hitherto been 
supplied with necessaries, and while that 
,wasthe case, peace and subordination were 
preserved there, and the flipping and ma^'* 
nufacturlng interests aft home did not feel 
the weight of the evil which was appruach- 
mg: but the resources from which this had* 
heendone were nearly exliausted,and would 
not bear nut against such another losing 
year as the last. The consequences hr 
dreaded to contemplate; but the houar 
might rest assured ttiat they* w ould oe fett* 
most extensively.—The right hon. genta 
(Mr. Rose) nad warned them against 
tuning the house with their case, lest Uie’y' 
might inSispose it towards their relief; a# 
if their case was not the case of j^hafe* 
house and of the country. What could far 
owhis hon. friend say more in illostratieii 
or the i*mpnrtanv%i of the colonial trado/ 
than what had fallen &om the right hen; 
gent. ? tj^at it was now almost tea *tinTy 
trade that w’as l«R to British shiphtg 1 
and wa^ it, then, wise ore politic to 
3 Y 
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risk this, Bltnost the last resooAce of our 
coihnicrcial greatness and power at sea. 
for the sake of paltrjr and partial in¬ 
terests, either of the Snip Owners or the 
Revenue ? Was it to be brought as a valid 
objection against oae of the measures pro¬ 
posed for the relief of tliis trade by the 
committee, that it would occasion some 
sacrifice of the revenue, or against another, 
that it would interfiTc with that monopoly 
W'hich the Ship Owners claimed, when it 
was proved to the house, that the colonies 
themselves, the substratum of these in¬ 
terests, were on the brink of destruction ? 
The hon. gent, who had just sat down, had 
confined his observations to the mafter of 
that Report of tho. Committee which re¬ 
lated to the licensed trade in spirits, the 
roduce and manufacture of the enemy; 
e would therefore make a very few re¬ 
marks upon that other' subject, recom¬ 
mended by the Committee to the attention 
of the house—the extension of the barter 
in American shipping to the articles of 
sugar and coffee. It was true that circum¬ 
stances, at present out of our controul, 
seemed to throw to a distance any pro¬ 
ceeding on that Report, but if the dispo¬ 
sition were ascertained, the moment tor 
acting might occur bijfore that house should 
meet again, and it was the purport of his 
hon. friend’s motion, that his majesty*; 
ministers should not in such a moment 
have their hands tied up or their authority 
questionable. The policy appeared to him 
so clear and striking, of weakening during 
the war the colonies of the enemy, which 
ever had been and must again be the chief 
sources of her naval power, that he Won- 
jler^ how eithe^, this or any former ad- ‘ 
ministration should* have suffered minor 
objects to interfere with it. The advantage 
of pushing a few of our manufactures; 
through America, into the consumption of 
the enemy’s colonies, was, surely, not to' 
be brougof into comparison with so great 
an object. We had unwisely relaxed the 
rule of the war of 1756, until we appeared 
to have lost sight of it altogether, and 
mean time the colonies of the chemy were 
^riVing while our own were falling rapidly 
into decay. To have returned‘again to 
the^olicy of that role of 1756, and to { 
have softened its operations in' respect to 
America, by permitting her, during the 
war, to take away in her own aiiipping 
that surplus produce of our own colonies 
which we could not find the means of 
throwing into consumption, and cijbld only 
persist in pponopoliatng to their destruc¬ 


tion, would, as he mast continue to think, 
have been our wisest pvtibeeding, whether 
in respect to the colonies or to America. 
We had right and necessity and prece¬ 
dent also, to plead in its defence; and be 
wished the house to look back and see 
what had been in former wars the conse¬ 
quences of our adherence to or departure 
from this policy.—It appeared from the 
authentic Tables given by HI. Arpould, 
in his “ Balance de la Commerce," that 
on the average of seven years of peace, 

I from 1749 to 1755, the colonial trade of 
France in round numbers of francs, was 
thus* —Colonial Produce, 

Imported, value . - - - 65,000,000 
Exported 35,000,000 

Consumed at home - - - 30,000.000 
In the course of Ui« Seven Years War, 
while we acted upon the Rule which bears 
the'iiame of the Rule of 1756, say from 
1746*10 1763, the average of the eight 
years was reduced to these amounts: 
Imported ------ 15,'k)0,000 

Exported ------ 12 , 200,000 

Consumed ------ 3/J00,000 

After that w'ar, followed a peace of IS 
years, say from 1761 to 1776 inclusive, 
during which France had assiduously stu¬ 
died to restore her colonies. The average 
of this period was. 

Imported - - . . . 112,000,000 

Exported. 37,700,000 

Consuified - ... - 7 1.300.000 

Then followed the American war, in which 
we had relaxed our former rule, and the 
average of seven years of their trade from 
1777 to 1763, both inclusive, was 
Imported - ... - 108,700,000 

Exported ----- 50,600,000 

Consumption . - - - *58,100,000 

The house would see that during that war 
Fiiuice, though she was compelled to con¬ 
sume less at home of h^r colonial produce, 
yet greatly increased licr foreign export 
thereof beyond the average of the pre- 
ceding peace] and upon the return of 
peace, commencing with a colonial trade 
so little checked or impeded, he begged 
the house to remark that in the succeeding 
five yenrs of peace, from 1784 to 1788, 
(inim|!diately before the Revolution) she 
liad'arrived at the surprizing increase of 
an Import equal in value to • 193,200,000 


Export ------ 03 , 000,000 

Consumption - - - - 100,200,000 


The consequence of this accumulation of 
her colonial trade in a period so short, had 
been intended with a proportionate exten¬ 
sion of tier naval poiver, which, at'the 
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Bi«Mneiit of the Retolation, was veiy for¬ 
midable } and, without precisely knowing 
what was die state of her intercouiw with 
her coihnics at this time, he yet could 
astort that those which remained to her 
were in themselves flourishing, and must, 
whenever a peace should occur, become 
chiefly instrumental in furnishing her with 
experienced seamen.—^To the imject thus 
considered, Jio earnestly intreated the at¬ 
tention of ministers. Tlie shipping interest 
should reflect that we were adding to the 
monopoly of our own, that also of the 
trade of the conquered colonies, which at 
a peace ne could not expect toramiii; 
and on this ground, therofoic, the sapport 
and encouragement of our own colonies 
during the war, by a temporary conces¬ 
sion to the American shipping, was the 
more politic. Such a conccs<iion was cotn- 
peniated now by our trade with the Con¬ 
quered colonies; and whenever, on,the 
leturn of pc.ico, we resumed our mono¬ 
poly, we might find, in the increa^ed 
prosperity of our own colonies, which this 
concession had occasioned, a counter¬ 
balance for that share of the foreign co¬ 
lony trade which we should then be called 
upon to relinquish.—For these reasons, he 
must approve and support his hon. friend’s 
motion, should he think fit to take the 
scl 1 ^e of the house upon it. 

Mr. E/fh contended, that in the present 
situation of G. Britain the importation of 
brandy and foreign spirito into this coun¬ 
try, ought to he, by all means, discouraged, 
as tending to overturn the interests of the 
corii-gtowers of this island, and the sugar 
merchants of the colonies, by the defl-^ 
ciency in the consumption of the article ot* 
rum ; whihit it was serviceable to the ene¬ 
my, hy encouraging the importation of 
their commodities, by indirect Aieans, fhto 
this country. . 

Lord H. Petty gave notice, that early in 
the next session of parliament he should 
takb an opportunity of attracting the at¬ 
tention of the house to the destructive 
consequences of the Orders in Council; 
and should, therefore, abstain from enter¬ 
ing into the coorse*of argument which had 
been pursued by the gentlemen who had 
preceded him. * 

Mr. Barham briefly replied, and i!on- 
tended that he had not undervalued the 
remedial measures resorted to by this 
country, fur fhe relief of the West India 
merchants: he concluded with informing 
the house, that he should not proceed to a 
^diti&ioii on the questioii then betpre it.— 


ClOttI 

Tte motiia was accordingly negatived 
without a division. 

[xMr. Palmb«’s Clum.] Mr. Huskisson 
brought up Mr. Palmer’s Arrears bill, 
which was read a first time. 

The Chancellor qf thejixchequer, in mov¬ 
ing that it be read a second time to-moriow, 
stated it to be his intention to give every 
support to this bill tor carrying it through 
that house. But if the hon. gent, who was 
com erned in the measure did not w ish 
that it should proceed further, he should 
feel that he had done his duty in bringing 
it in, and the hon. gentleman might, if ho 
tliought it right, suiter the order of the day 
to (Iro^. 

Mr. W. Smith approved of the candour 
of the right hon. gentleman. He saw on 
cause of disapprobation which could exist 
against him ibr his conduct, iiotw ithstaiid- 
ing all that had been urged against him 
last night.—^Thc bill was then oidered to 
be read a second time to-morrow. 

[Scotch JudicatuIie Bill.1 On the 
motion of the Lord Advocate of Scotland 
tor the thi*rd reading of this bill, 

Air. Adam rose and addressed ^he house 
I as follows:*—Mr. Speaker; 1 rise in a 
very thin house, not at a very early hour, 
and at a very late period of the session, to 
discuss a subject of the greatest cunse- 
jquence to the part of the united kingdom to 
which it relates.—My intention is to dis¬ 
cuss, and not to oppose; and my object is 
to make some parts relating to this most 
important subject generally known and 
attended to by means of discussion in this 

place_It is highly necessary that many 

of ^he regulations, proposed by this bill, 
should be well undcrstqpd, and that othe^ 
should be suggested far consideration. [At 
this period an interruption took place, owing 
‘to some members leaving the house, when 
Mr. Adam said, with some eagerness]—. 
Sir, I know how little interesting this sab- 
ject must be to many gcntlenfen or^nt; 

I am not, therefore, surprised at their de¬ 
parture ; but 1 should conceive, Ute even 
as it is in tfie session, and exhausted as the 
bouse mdy be with previous business, it 
will hardly be thought decent to bdve it 
said, th^t a system of civil judicature, re¬ 
lating to Um most important inter^ts of 
Scotland, and afiecting no len than tern 
millions and a half of his majesty’s ob¬ 
jects, has been^discussed and passed in a 
tioosc not suflicient, according to its con- 

* From the original edition, printed for 
Jolwt Murray, Fleet-street, }|0i. 
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atitttt'ion, to do any act whotcrtr. [Here 
the Speaker rose and uopt Air. Adam, 
sayingf that as the hon. member had no¬ 
ticed the state of the house, and hinted 
tliat there were not 40 raemlicrs present, 
it must be counted, The Speaker accord¬ 
ingly counted the house, and by the return 
of some of those who were leaving the 
house, it appeared, on counting, that 43 
members were present. Mr. Adam then 
proceeded.]—Sir, I regret (bat the slight 
interruption that I met with should have 
put me off my guard, and should have 

f ;iven you the trouble to count the bouse, 
t was not my intention ; and, much as I 
may regret the thinness of the atterfdance, 
1 should have had more to regret still, if 
the house had not been able, from defect 
oT members, to proceed with this busine.ss. 
—The subject of the bill, the eiiect it w^Il 
produce, its being the commencement of 
the improvement of the civil judicature of 
Scotland (though far short oi' what ought 
to be done) are reasons siifTicicnt for this 
feeling. Put I should have regretted it 
likewise for reasons personal lo my.self. 
The learned lord, who has now moved the 
third reading of the bill, had postponed 
the second reading of it, for my accom¬ 
modation, several weeks ago, so that my 
illness (which was the cause of that short 
delay), may possibly be the cause of 
the proceeding being retanU d to the pre¬ 
sent time. If ray health had permitted, 1 
would have attended the Committee some 
days ago, and oflered, on that occasion, 
w hat occurs to me on the subject; but 1 
was unable for such an attendance, and 1 
doubt how far I shall have strength, e.en 
now, to discharge the task which 1 think it 
tticumbent on me, a* tiiis last stage of the 
proceeding, to perform.—^llie judicature 
of Scotland, in all its parts, has been for ' 
very many years, the suliject of iny most j 
deliberate and anxious attention. I have 
been excited to it by particular causes, 
which I need not now relate. In the civil 
brai)ch of it, I have been led by my prac¬ 
tice as a lawyer, in the Court of Apellate 
Jurisdiction, and by my connection with 
that'cnnniry, and the sincere interest, 
which I take in all its conceins, tasee and 
feel ttie uefects o (its judicial system. And 
I shdifld have been extremely concerned, 
indeed, if this bill had passed the legisls^- 
turp without my having ha{l an oppatmiity 
of delivering some opimdqs on the sub¬ 
ject, whicli ave strongly impressed on uiy 
mind, and which 1 flatter mysuif may 
prove usefal.-pA system of judicial juria- 
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prudence is one of the mopt dtitetesduK 
subjects that can emplijy the bnman txiind. 
It is interesting as deciding upon all the 
real and person.i] rights of the community 
to which it relates, and as turning on pi Ht- 
ciples of jurisprudence which raise it 
much beyond an ordinary subject of legis¬ 
lative discussiiin.—The bill under consi¬ 
deration proposes to divide the Court into 
two Chambers, or Comts. \yhatcvcr ob¬ 
servations may occur to me respecting the 
defects of other parts of it, that regulation 
is alone suflicient to make me think that 
should pa.ss into a law. It would be 
mosf^ mischievous indeed to defeat that 
objcc|i. Of fo do any thing by delay or de¬ 
bate which should frustrate, or even pro¬ 
crastinate, the measure. In other respects, 
there is much ground for obsci vation; but 
I can assure the hoiiiH.', that my intention 
is to make those observations %s ilhout any 
spirit of hostile ilchale. On tlie contrary, 
I shall entleasour to avoid all eofemess of 
argument, and to pre five that e.rlmncss, 
and (if 1 may use tlic expression,) that 
judicial tone of clisnisaion which ought to 
prevail on this most important and iiitcre.st- 
ing subjectof judicial jurusprudenc e.—One 
of the chambers into v.hich it is proposed 
to divide the Court of Session, is to be pre¬ 
sided over by the presiilent, coniistiiig of 
the president, and bcsen onhnary luisls. 
The Qthcr is to he piesided over by the 
jiistice-cKrk, and to consist of the just'ce- 
clerk and six ordinary lords.—^'fhe division 
into two courts is iuipoit'uit, in-as-nm h 
as it removes a great defect in the judicial 
system of Scotland, by giving a choice of 
ioruras. At present, there is but one 
court, consisting of filicea judges, so that, 
though the suitor can select tlie lord ordi¬ 
nary, before whom he will bring his ac- 
tioti, he has no choice of tribunal when 
the cause goes before^ the whole court. 
The cflect of the piesent system, there¬ 
fore, is to exclude all competition. Where 
tliere is one coflrr, there is no cOurt arising 
from a desii e to excel, os there is svlien 
there are several courts of co-ordinate ju¬ 
risdiction, taking coguizanicof the same 
causes ;f—and we eaiinVit disguise, that it 
is in justice, as iti every thing else, tliat 
competition begeu exertion, and that with 
exertion duty is more perfectly discharged. 
Ill this country (England), the suitor hav¬ 
ing three courts open in ail luaueraof law 
and equity, the King’s Ecvicli, the Com¬ 
mon Plgas, and Law side of the Exclie- 
(picr, for actions at law,—the Court of 
Chancery, the Rolls, and the Equity side 

C ^ t « 
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of ibe Ezebeqaer, for ssita in equity,’thore 
ia an ainf>le choicv'^f tribunals, and a per¬ 
fect inducement U> excel by competition ; 
and suttofs, if they have any objection to 
the modes and habits of one court, may go 
to anotber^l hare no doubt, that it would 
hare been much better, if the court of 
session was likewise to hare been divided 
into three courts.—^First, Because there is 
a certainty, ^ that division, of settling the 
law more'satisfactorily, the opinion of two 
bodies, on a doubtful question, leaving tlie 
mind less satisfied than that of three ; and, 
because where there is a difierence qf 
opinion, on similar questions of law^tlie 
third tribunal casts the balance, an^fixcs 
the point—Secondly, Because, by mak¬ 
ing more divisions, each of tlie courts 
would be reduced to a smaller number, 
which certainly reudeis the tribunal more 
perfect.—It may be observed here, th»t a 
court comisting of four is the best number; 
because, w hen there is a difierence 'of 
opinion, and the court is equally divided, 
the matter may go to the higher tribunal; 
if it is not equally divided, there must be 
a majority of three to one, the greatest 
majority tliat any number allords, and 
wbich is, of course, calculated to give 
more sati.cfdction to the suitors, and the 
public, than any other number that can be 
pitched upon.—()n these topics, however, 

1 do not now mean to enlarge. 1 only 
throw them out, not as opposing the pre¬ 
sent bill, but as suggestions for luturc im¬ 
provement. It ought, however, in fair¬ 
ness, to be ob.se rved, that the courts or 
chambers will not be so numerous as tliey 
appear.—There will be one or two lords 
from each court employed in discharging 
the duty of lords ordinary, during tlie sit¬ 
ting of the chamber to which they belong, 
so that the president's court will iiaually he 
six—never more thjm seven; and the jus¬ 
tice-clerk's court will be usually five— 
never more than six;—so that we have 
every reason to hope, that, by this regula¬ 
tion of the bill, the tribunal for the dihcus- 
sion of civil rights in Scotland, thus re¬ 
duced and constituted, will lose the cha¬ 
racter which is alledged now to belong to 
it, of being too numerous, and as having 
more resemblance to ia popular a.s!k*raBly, 

than is fitting -for a court of justice_.b'lV; 

the bill now under consideration, does not, 
in its preamble, assign the sound princi- 
les of judicial jiirisprodence, to which 
hare just referred, as the rea.son/or its 
enactments ; hut alleges only the gr^nt in- 
ctems of huunesB. it runs oias: < Wliere- 

• ft • • 


' as, the gi'eat extension of agricnltafe, 
' commerce, manufactures, and pOpohtUoh, 
' and Uie consequent multiplication of 

• transactions in Scotland, have greatly in- 
' creased the number of law-sotts brought 
' into the court of session, whereby it has 

• become expedient to make some netr 
' arrangements in that court, to facilitate 
‘ the dispatch of business."—Now, Sir, it 
is somewhat singular, that the increase.of 
law-suits, trom commerce, population, and 
agriculture, should be assigned as tlie rea¬ 
son for this measure, and tiiat the language 
of the bill, respecting the introduction of 
trial by jury, should be so tame and dis¬ 
couraging ; for it is manifest, to every per¬ 
son accustomed to tliat incomparable system 
of judicature (trial by jury) that if the in¬ 
crease of judicial bitsiness h<is arisen from 
tly: causes Ubsigned in th<s preamble, there 
ought to have becfi an immediate introduc¬ 
tion of trial by jurj' in those cases, as being 
peculiarly suited for that tribunal.—dues- 
tions on policies of insurance, on bills of 
exchange, on mercantile contracts of every 
de^criptl<)tf, all those personal actions wbich 
are the result of in''reasod population, and 
increased de.iling‘« between man and man, 
in agriculture, manufactures, and com¬ 
merce, are peculiarlY suited to trial by 
jury. The cases arising out of such trans¬ 
actions arc, necc'.saiily, mere ni<ittcrs of 
fact, in which the must .simple and the 
shortest forms of pleading only can be ne¬ 
cessary to be put on the record. As no¬ 
thing is required, almost in any of those 
cases, but the simple allegation of the 
phiintiil' or pursuer, stating the injury of 
which he complains, and the equally 

'simple deni ti of the deigndant. What il|^ 
Englau'l cuiisiilutcs aad is called the de¬ 
claration, and a plea of the general issuer 
and what in .Sceilaiid constitutes and is 
termed the summons and the defences.— 
It is material to observe, likewise, that the 
introduction of tlie trial by jury, in those 
cases in wlucii it is praiticable, would give 
the greatest possible relief to the ap|>eilate 
jurisdiction of the Iiouse of lords. Ajuqr 
t,akes to ifself, exclu.sivcly, all matter of, 
fact, whereas, at present, the facts,* I® 
every ca'Jp that is appealed, must go tothe^’ 
house of lords, forcing that triopui^ \o ^ 
examine into the fact, ns well as to,-decide, 
uppn the law, and go through mo&i vo- 
tuBiinonH and iil^ascertaincd proofs, Ijabte, 
tu much uncertainty, extremely inne'eu- 
ratc and confused ; w'hereas nothing',shoum, 
be carried to an appeliutc juifica,t'ury bht'^ 
mere matter of law ’.—I owad>hat I feel' 
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mogt earnest and anxious to takd this public 
opportunity of impressing the importance 
of introducinj; trial by jury; and I am 
the more anxious to do so, because, when 
I consider the manner in which the com* 
missioners, created by this act for inquJr* 
ing and reporting on this subject, are to 
be appointed, when I perceive that that ap¬ 
pointment rests with the ministers of the 
crown, or rather, with those who are the 
authors of this bill, I am very apprcben* 
airc that there is still less chance of the 
trial by jury being introduced at all into 
the civil judicature of Scotland.—I know 
that it is the opinion of a person o|] great 
influence, one who will be much listened 
to on this subject-*-it is the opinion of a 
judge who has a most profound knowledge 
of the law of Scotland, 1 mean the presi¬ 
dent of the court of session, that questions 
of the sort to which I have referred, name¬ 
ly, questions on bills of exchange and po¬ 
licies of insurance, are not lit to be tried 
by jury.—When the resolutions of the 
house of lords, preparatory to lyiother bill, 
afterwards brought forward by lord Gren¬ 
ville, (the measure which first introduced 
the amelioration of the Scots judicial sys¬ 
tem in civil causes to the notice of parlia¬ 
ment,) were in circulation, 1 considered it 
to be my duty, on this important public 
subject, to have a conference with thaA 
learned judge, and at liis desire 1 waited 
upon him for that purpose. The object of 
os both was purely public. I listened 
with great attention to opinions and views, 
coming from a person of the highest re¬ 
spectability for legal rank, knowledge and 
experience, and 1 afterwards made them, 
.jtnown to the nob'e person who then pro¬ 
moted the measure for improving the 
judicature of Scotland. Among other 
thinp, he expressed himself to be a frientf 
to the introduction of the trial by jurj’, 
whero it was practicable, according to the 
forms and rules of proceeding in the law 
of Scotland. He shewed me that such 
had been his opinidn when a reform in 
the court of session had beeq^' discussed 
mai\y years ago; and that, in a pamphlet 
which he had written at that time, he had 
recommended it. But, he added, that he 
considered it to be applicable only to 
mere personal injuries or delicts, for which 
reparation in damages was required, such 
as assaults, libels, nr the Ake. He particu¬ 
larly mentioned, that to questions arising 
out of bills of exchange, and lij^ewise 1 
think, he said, out of policies of insurance, 
it Wiiii not tipplicable. That they were 


the ^at source of increased bqsinelM in 
the court of session. .That in the’ former 
especially, nice and difficult matter fre- 
quentl'v arises as to the consideration given 
for a bill, and how far it is a mere'ac¬ 
commodation note, for which no value 
originally passed.—Such questions, his 
lordship thought, could not i>e tried by a 
jury.—To those who are accustomed to 
the course of justice in this country (Eng¬ 
land), this will seem most surprising, when 
we all know that the sittings at Guildhall 
are almost entirely employed in trying 
causes arising out of policies of insurance, 
chasrer-parties, bills of exchange, and 
othem- commercial transactions ; ami that 
deviation in a voyage, or w'aiit of con¬ 
sideration for a bill of exchange, are 
mere questions of fact, peculiarly calcu¬ 
lated for a jury. But if such is the pre- 
po.%ession of a person of so much learn¬ 
ing in the law of the country where he 
presides, respecting the' introduction of 
this mode oi trying those causes, it be¬ 
hoves us to do our utmost not to let such 
opinions operate to prevent the introduc¬ 
tion of trial by jury, but, if possible, to 
enforce its introduction in mercantile 
cau.ses, as they will receive a more satis¬ 
factory and m'ore speedy decision in that 
than in any other tribunal. — Persons 
accustomed to the judicial system of Eng¬ 
land, would naturally and justly sup¬ 
pose, that the preamble to the bill (to 
the expressions of which I have already 
referred) would have been followed with 
an immediate enactment, introducing trial 
jury iu all cases of litigation con¬ 
nected with the causes assigned for the 

f rreat increase of judicial business in Scot- 
and. But instead of this bcihg the case, 
mark how the bill proceeds :—Commis- 
siSners afe proposed to be appointed to 
inquire into and report concerning the 
propriety of the introduction of trial by 
jury in civil causes. The words of the 
clause in the recital relating to this matter, 
are : * and whereas it has been conceived, 

* that it might be for the utility of the 
• subjects within ^Scotland, that jury trials 
* should be introduced'into the proceedings 
* in certain causes before the Court of Ses- 
* sion in Scotland.'—-'Fhe tame, hesitating, 
indecisive language of this recital is but a 
poor enpoura^ment to report ip favour of 
the introduction of trial by jury. Instead 
of exciting the commissidkiers to cecom- 
memKhe introduction of-that institution, 
it is calculated to repress the ardour which 
gave rjse tq the.klea of ipstvodueing^thijr 
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liods] 

liiovt important improTement into the law 
«f,^.atlaild.—^1 ai&fonlident, sir, that this 
tameness .of. expression in the bill is not 
roiisonant to the general feelings of that 
coontcy on the suQect. It is quite clear, 
that the people of ijcotland wish .the trial 
by jury to be introduced in civil causes, 
and it is to be observed, that they have 
always had it in criminal prosecutions. 
Many ^arts of the country ham expressed 
iheinsmves strongly in favour of the mea¬ 
sure, and there has not been an opinion 
expressed against it anywhere. Two 
meetings of the Faculty of Advocates have 
been held on this subject; the first, nihere 
the resolutions brought forward b]nlord 
Grenville were discussed.' The introduc¬ 
tion of trial by jury in civil causes was 
then considered by that* learned and en¬ 
lightened body, and it was eagerly ap¬ 
proved. At another meeting of the Fa¬ 
culty of Advocates, held on the 23d,of 
February last, called by persons not sup¬ 
posed to be favourers of lord Grenville’s 
measure, and not attended at all by those 
who were supposed to be more particu¬ 
larly the supporters of that measure, it 
was resolved, ‘ That the introduction of 

* Uie trial by jury, in certain civil causes, 

* would be of evident utility to the sub- 
‘ jects within Scotland, and that the com- 

* missioners should report in what manner 
' and form it could be most usefully esta- 

* blished.’ This resolution of th^ (acuity 
of Advocates was, I believe, the real cause 
of introducing the recital 1 have just men¬ 
tioned into the bill. Had il not been for 
that resolution, I verily believe the intro¬ 
duction of trial by jury would not have 
been tliought of by the framers of the bill. 
All this gives but little hopeof the accom¬ 
plishment of that great object; and when 
I observe liow much the luugustee of the 
bill falls short of th^ resolutions, 1 confess 
my fears are very much increased on this 
subject.—^In the resolutions, it is said, that 
it wAuld be ' of evident utility to the sub- 

* jects within Scotland’ to introduce the 
trial by jury. In the bill, all that is said 
is, that ‘ it has been conceived that it 
' might be for their utility to introduce it.' 
If the legislature thus discourages the plea¬ 
sure which it pretends to promote, it is 
quite impossible to be sanguine on the 
subject.—is farther material to observe 
on this head, that the bill requires that 
the commissioners shall report, as speedily 
as may be, on the subject of the trial by 
jury, but Uiat it does not require a speedy 
report on aii^ other of th{ matters ifferred 


to the confmiasioners. Under other cir» 
cumstances, I should have anxiously wi^ed 
for a speedy report on the introduction of 
trial by jury, but as things are now cir¬ 
cumstanced, 1 sincerely hope that the com¬ 
missioners tvill take alb the latitude, and 
use ail the delav that the act will allow 
—^that they will take full time to delibe¬ 
rate—that, by repeated consideration, and 
mature deliberation, they will become 
gradually convinced of its fitness for those 
commercial and other causes to which I 
have so often alluded, and which are the 
assigned motives for the introduction 
the bill now under consideration—that 
they Will thus be induced to report in 
favour of trial by jury in every competent 
case. It is clear, that a hasty report, 
under the prejudices which now clearly 
exist, must be an unfavourable report, and 
tlie people of Sedtiand may thus be de¬ 
prived, not only of the best and wisest in¬ 
stitution for the administration of justice, 
in issues of fact, which*the wit of man has 
ever yet contrived, but of an institution * 
which has the greatest possible influence 
in forming the national character.,—^When 
men are daily called upon to administer 
justice to their equals, to consider and 
weigh the rights of others, they are sure 
to contract the habit of forming a just im- 
derstanding of their own rights anil privi¬ 
leges ; and although the administration of 
justice, on sound principles of judicial 
jurisprudence, is the primary object of the 
measure under consideration, yet it is no 
unimportant feature in the case, that the 
means of accomplishing it will have the 
ettedt of elevating the general character of 
*the nation, by calling the general mass 6& 
the community into a*new sphere of ac¬ 
tion, calculated to make them feel their 
Importance and independence.—That trial 
by jury in civil causes, luid in misde¬ 
meanours, has had most important eilects 
on the English character ; that it has fos¬ 
tered thait just anxiety which prevails in 
the minds of Englishnien, respecting their 
political as well as Uteir civil liberty, can¬ 
not be doubted ; and there is every |ea- 
son to suppose, that it would produce a 
similar weet on the people of Scotland- 
I cannot, therefore, avoid deprccating,the 
tame, insipid, spiritless, aqd discouraging 
laagoage which is applied to this most ad- 
mhable^astitutiqb in the bill before us. 
An institution which the experience of 
ages, in ^is country, has proved to be 
tlie most satisfactory and expeditiouk mode 
for trying all those qUeslionss which. 
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not belong pecaliarly to a court of equity, 
and mors particularly adapted to questions, 
arising from increased commerce, popu> 
lation and agriculture, which the preamble 
to this bill assigns as the cause of the in* 
creased number oflatv-suits brought into 
the Court of Session.—Sir, it is impossible 
not to observe, that the commissioners 
under this bill, arc to be appointed by the 
lelection of the ministers of the crown, 
and not by the choice of the legislature. 
To this mode of appointment, at an earlier 
sjage of the proceeding, (if I had been 
/able to be present), I would have given a 
most decided opposition, as a mode^qually 
unconstitutional and inexpedient. But 1 
forbear to enlarge upon it now, because, 
in the situation in whjch the house now is, 
it can be attended with no practical effect 
to press it, and it m^ht be attended 
with the loss of the bill, which is by no 
means my object, for the reasons al* 
ready stated. My object, in this stage, 
is rather to discub the subjects which 
the commissioners are to consider, than 
to enter into the question of their ap* 
pointment, however objectionable.—Sir, 
there are many points fur discussion, 
arising out of this measure: but, in the 
present state of the>hoose, at this period 
of the session, and in the state of my 
health, 1 shall select those which appear 
to me to be most important.—The house 
will obser^'e, in the third page of the 
printed bill, that it is proposed to be 
enacted, * That it shall be competent to 

* the judges of either division, or a quorum 

* thereof^ in any cases which shall appear 

* to them to be cases of importance and 
««difficulty, to slate questions of law in 

* writing arising on such cases,- to require 

* the opinion of the judges of the other di- 

* vision to be given thereupon; and such 

* judges are bound collectively, or as iih 

* dividual Judges, to communicate their 

* opinion to the court referring to them.’ 
—^ThU regulation I consider to be both at 
-tariance with the principle of the bill it* 
self, and a violation of those ^^ound, well* 
knewn, and established rules, which ought, 
invariably, to prevail in every well regu¬ 
lated judicial system. I feel this<so strong¬ 
ly,‘'that I wish now to have it understood, 
tiiat it is my present intention to propose, 
in the next session of parliament,^to bring 
in a bill, on purpose to Repeal *^his clause. 
.^By the bill, there is a choice of tribunals 
established, and the judicial tl^em of 
Scotla’^d is thus most materially and im* 
po;>tantly ivnprored* Where a suit is in- 


stitu^d, the plaintiff or pursuer has it in 
bis power to choose either the chamber of 
the president, or that of the -justice-Clerk. 
But, by this clause, questions of law, aris^ 
iiig in a cause, are liable to be transferred 
from the tribunal which the partv has 
chosen, .o that which he has avoiefed,— 
not by any act of bis own, but at the will 
of others,—by the independent act of the 
court in which he brought h«s action, who 
are placed - beyond the influence of his 
argument, and whom he cannot controul 
by any application, calculated to operate 
•D their discretion, or stay their procecd- 
ingSiT This is not like the act of a losing 
party* proceedihs to another tribunal, by 
appeal, but an ^'t of the court, to obtain 
a legal opinion,'which, it is to be pre¬ 
sumed, may deci‘de the cause. But this 
is not all; the division or chamber, which 
is to state the question of law in writing, 
foK the opinion of the other division or 
chamber, are to be themselves the framers 
of that question. The party, whose rights 
is to be decided by it, are to have no share 
in framing it. It is not to be submitted to 
them, nor the terms of it settled in their 
presence. It is not to be settled by the 
interposition of their counsel, or by any 
public proceeding of the court; but by 
the act of the judges of the division, in 
private, behind the back of the parties, 
and without any discussion, to set right 
any mistakes, in the view which may be 
adopted of the question.—^Those who know 
any thing of the proceedings of courts of 
justice, are well aware, that the soundness 
of an answer to a question of law, depends 
upon the correctness of the statement of 
it; that the most important rights may 
receive a perfectly diflerent decision, by 
the manner in which the case is framed, 
or the question stated. What shall we 
say then of an institution which ena¬ 
bles the tribunal, before which a case is 
brought, to state the question of law, not 
only without tlie mutual discussion of the 
advocates on both sides, but in their ab¬ 
sence ; that the case so stated, shall de¬ 
cide the cause : a regulation, which shall 
enable the judges of one tribunal, pri- 
vateiy, to draw up a question for the 
collective or individual opinion of the 
judges of the other tribunal: an institu¬ 
tion, by which the judges who.are to give 
their opinion on the que.stion of law, are 
not only not bound to do it in public, hut 
whertf It is clear that it is'meant -that they 
shall it in private; so that a case pri¬ 
vately, drawn up, by one divjuiton, 01 “ tri- 



ifturiatvcii to?inqprfinii:e]y pranbiiAca^^ 
'iby theijuHit;^rc>#<\he <ftfaef' divmoii, tnus 
icaSfi VMlating^thp hrest soundest rules 
judicial jurtsprudeaice-^rules which the 
wisdom of the framers of vie judicial 
system of this country (Englau) have 
thought so essential to the para adminis- 
traticu of justice. Namely, that judg¬ 
ments siia I be pronounced ii^ublic, be¬ 
fore a>criti qrf well-informed Ipar; and in 
a court where alt the world has a right to 
enter, to hear the opinion ol the judges 
pu'ohclv delirereil. Is it p^sible, that 
sitv‘h a violation of all the aji^d wiselt 
maxims for securing judioimpurityf^cal- 
culaicd equally to preiprve indifidual 
rights, anil to give sntisf/ tion to the pub¬ 
lic mind, in niattm-s of judgment, should 
be ,illowed to stand in your statute-book! 
—Itiir, sir, 1 have not even now statec^all 
the mischief .md anomaly of this regula¬ 
tion. i believe, there is no person who 
knows any thing of the. administration of 
justice, who does not admit, that the judge 
or tribiiiiiil, that is to decide, 'receives the 
greatest benefit from having (he ease dis¬ 
cussed by counsel at the bar. ThiS is a 
topic on which 1 need not enlarge, it i.s so 
universally adinitied. No mind, however 
ei)tigh(ene.d, c.m have the law present to 
it in a I its parts, and in every aspect. 
The ai’mmicnts ot counsel refresh the re- 


dedimed, hi pri«tttdt^#8 
bwe hMird^e^tgUni^fj bri&l,. 
on the subject, Isi tt:^pos#iv-ttbtptt«||jii^ 
tirely to subtert every sound and'i<«bldi^ 
principle of jurispriidence OH' th'e^^ililMf' 
of judicature; and is it^ssihle thbt'ndiif 
a regulation can be allowed to codeiilitH^. 
—SSir, in the consideration which l-htieir: 
long, frequently, and repeatedly beStoMmdlf' 
on this subject, it has occurred to me; tlisy^ 
as the court of session is to be formed'ih^ 
two chambers, a very simple! regaliiio^. 
would attain all the eftect. meant to~;bi[i 
got by the institution, on which i 
been observing, without violating 
principles which should uniformly 
in all judicial establisAments; wmidi.ll 
would, at the sanve time, be altendd^ 
with many other most importtmi. 
pfovements in thp system.—I readily^, ad^f 
mit, that it may be very difflciilt 
uniformity in the law, where there'i^li^ 
thing to connect the pourt, and thgtt^ 
two tribun'dl-s or divisions of the^ co'uw 
about to be established, wnuld, witlilft^ 
mutual communication,'in the end, add^, 
different principles of decisiorf, unle^ 
there w'ere some mode of communicatiafr 
upon and discussing the same points^ 
some corrective poweft* by the one tribuifol 
.over the acts of the'other. It is to be ob^ 
Served, that in the court of session, Usnoi^ 


collection, and iiif<»rm the undarstanding 
of the most learned .,udge ; their industry 
produces uiiaiogous cases fur considera¬ 
tion, and aids in every respect. The 
greater the leirniiig, the more enlightened 
the intellect of the judge, the more anxious 
is he to hitve this a.ssi.stance afforded to 
him. But,^ by the measure proposed,'the 
tribunal upon which every thing is to turn, 
the court which is to decide tfys diflTiciilt 
question of law, on which the justice of 
foe particular case} and the rights of the 
parties depends, is to do it without hear- 
mg^the argument of counsel; without any 
discussion before them, public or private, 
they are to proceed, upon the mere fight 
of thei'c own understanding, brithout any 
aid whatever. Thsts it* is that the rights 
of .parties are to be dealt with, untler this 
extraordinary and unprecedented regula¬ 
tion. The plaintiff, or pursuer, who has 
the choice of biS’ tribunal, by the act of 
the court,# without - argument,'' or protest, 
or appeal, to fmve the couVt be has chosen 
changed upon ntm. In the same .manner, 
both partiee are to be subjected to have the 
ca^ stated without their interven^n—‘to 
jiave the jiidgmeat oil' the case -M stated' 
VouXI. 


constituted, there is a mode of re-hearing 
a cause, after a decision or interlocutor m 
the court lias been pronounced, by whajjl 
is called ' a reclaiming petition.* Tb^ 
mode, now that there is but one court, i|i 
the^iily course of proceeding that can bh 
> adopted; but it is necessarily attended 
v\ ith a most grievous ^elbct in the judiciaf 
sy.stem, being an appeal abeodem adeundm, 
•from the same court to the same courts 
Now, is it not most extraordinary, that 
•when the means is obtained, by the divJr 
sion of the court into two chambers, to get 
nd of the same tribunal judging the same 
case over again, that the proceeding, by 
reclaiming petition, for any thing con* 
tained in athis bill, is left where it was. 
So that if a suit shall be commenced in 
the court of the president, and either party, 
discontefited with the interlocutor, or di^’ 
cree, the same court or division is tq*f*ear' 
it over again. If, instead of leaving thw; 
w^thoubany regujation, an^ permitting'thb 
reclaiming petitlbn thus tO make the<8ame 
tribunal revise ita previous judgment, it 
had been enacted, that the reclaimb|^’'ne;> 
tition should carry the review to th^tner 
tribunal. That is, if a judgmev 
3Z 



Nigi0riti!ed in, the prendebt's onurl^ ^ad j (bat (jUrtoftfawsalyecttrbich I conceive to 
bjsen carried by reclaiming petition to the I be by far the most imporbuit improvement 
Cport of the jusiice>clerk, and a judgment 1 that can be made in l^ots judicature, n - ^ 
M justice-c1erk*$ court carried by re- / to the iatrqaaction of trial by jury. 
Riming petition to th«^ of t^ie presiitent’s 
i^drt, the one would have acted as a court 
at review upon the other. And thus the 


P^ies would have the judgment of all the 
pnsdom of both courts, satisfaction 
vising from this would have a direct ten¬ 
dency to stop farther litigation—Appeals 
to the house of lords would thus gradually 
aiminisb—the incongruity of an appeal ai 
&dm ad amdan would be got rid of; and 
ftc law, by being thus liable to be dis¬ 
cussed in the same cause by both! tnbu- 
l^als, would be kept uniform. This I con- 
wive to be a matter well wortlw of con- 
fUeratton, and extremely fit f(w further 
i’lri^lation by parliament. Nor can it ke 
'^id that this mode of proceeding nould 
rive the party of the tribunal which he 
__ originally chosen. It might as well 
e said, that introducing the Exchequer 
jmmber (as a court of error) mto the ju- 
^loi^ system of England would change the 
4bnnm where a writ of error is brought, 
this country (England) when a party 

f istitutes his action at law, he has it in 
B choice to commcuice it in any of the 
ree courts (with the exception of real^ 
i|etipn8 which peed not now be entered* 
mt^, in the Kiiig’s-beoch, Common Pleas, 
dr ^chequer. But it qever could be said, 
l^t when an action is commenced in the 
l^'fig’s-bencb, that if the losing party car- 
fies it to the Exchequer-chamber, the tri¬ 
bunal origin.iliy chosen is changed against 
will and without the consent of him 
'Sirbo chose it. A<-£|ibundl cannot be said 
tu be changed when it is appealed from: 
if the judges of the KingVbcuch were J 


next 

mean the m^nne)' in which decided cas^ are 
reportedijin what are called in this country 
reports, in Scotland decisions. This suli^ 
ject, important as 1 conceive it to be, has 
fonned nm^art of any bill yet broughf 
forwaid, and has never, a.H far as 1 know« 
received and public discussion any where. 
It is a subjst on which 1 have thought 
repeatedly and anxiously; and after con¬ 
sidering it i^ every point of view, I can 
see in objcctftm whatever to the regula¬ 
tion tihich I ^ about to suggest, and 
which I shall ^deavour to parry into 
eftect, by raovingUo insert it as one of the 
matters to be reteiVed to the consideration 
and report of the commissioners. It does 
not^eem to me that there can be the least 
objrdlion to its introduction in that way, be¬ 
cause directing the inquiry concludes no¬ 
thing ; and it must be a great advantagt 
to suggest to the consideration of the com¬ 
missioners a matter so very important, and 
what might not otherwi.se be considered 
by them as a subject with respect to which 
they are authorised, by any general words 
in the bill, to examine and report. But 
before I enter upon the merits of this most 
material question, I wish to obviate an ob¬ 
jection whiLli 1 am aware will be made to 
niy amendment. 1 know it will be said, 
that what regards the mode of reporting 
cases, or collecting decisions, is a matter 
for the couit to icgiilate by rules of court, 
(in Scotland railed acts of sederunt.) To 
this I answer, that the commissioners are 
directed to inquire into, and report respect¬ 
ing matters which arc equally the siiqject 
of acts of sederunt. It appears, by the 


_ appears, 

rised to mfor the law of s rase brought'j recital in t'fic fifth page of the bill, that the 
them to the Court of .Common j commissioners are to inquire into the furmi 

of process; and it is enacted in the sixth 
page, that tbqy should report in what 
manner the forms of propcss might be fm- 
proved, and the particular mt^tters, many 
of which might be regulated by apta of 
sraerqiiC *re there specified.—What J 
shall pfbpose, theiefoie, is only adding 
one 1‘ttrtber head of ipquiry to those af- 
reaily inserted of a sioiilar nature, to m- 
able the legislature to judge, with full in¬ 
formation, obtained from the report of the 
commissioners, of a lubject which cannot 
fail to appear to be one of great impor- 
tm)ce,-£wt, besidee, fir, da the court ia 
now eoutituted, apd as it will remain foo- 
sfltmed even bill fiwiH into n- 


teas, and to receive the law from that 
tribunal, and were to be influenced by and 
net oa that opinion, then the tribunal 
%ntt1d be changes witbont the consent, nay 
ngaipat the coni>eiit of the pleintift] who 
he4&selected, as he was entitled to select, 
the king’s bench to jmlge his case in the 
Ivet instance. But if tlie l^iiig party car- 
fled his cane ,by writ of error to the supe- 
rlm tribunah that would be an appeal to a 
higher power, not a change to a co^dioa^ 
caeurt, Jfi the same mailaer, the regula¬ 
tion 1 propose would be an aqipeat 

to anqiheir or reviewing tribunal, and would 
^ bc|^change of court without qr against 
dtor jK'ent tf the party* —I imw come to ) 


vmm lIKBMi^pwsr 

l4ir, 1 despair, ikb adAdfUatlta 

hitenrentioli of tfia ie^attfre, of seeing 
any thing done on this subjects Afthougn 


the court is divided into two Omimbers, for 
the purpose of dispensing 
posret of making acts of sedpront or ^ules 
of Court, is still to remain with ne whole 
body of 6fteen Judges acting tether for 
that purpose ; so that there j^o power 
girem to etfch chamber or | division 6f 
making rules for itself. I arw not discuss¬ 
ing whether this is right oit wrong, but 
shewing that, if the mode 4f reporting 
which I have to propose hasten viewtW 
with any prejudice by thmdtiurt of sAsion 
heretofore, it is probablelwiat that preju¬ 
dice will continue to o/erate. But, oe- 
sides this, it is very material to know, 
that the system of reporting w hich I pro¬ 
pose to recommend for introduction, has, 
nl fact, been already attempted, and nas 
been suppressed by the court of scssiSm—■ 
A gentleman of the name of Bell, who 
showed himself highly qualified for the 
business, whose reports are universally 
allowed to be most accurate, did commence 
Reporting the opinions of the judges in- 
dmdualTy. But his reports were for¬ 
bidden, by the court of session, to be cited 
as authority in that court; and, by this 
means, after having acquired great reputa¬ 
tion, Mr. Bell was obliged to abandon his 
pursuit. I do not mention this with a 
view to find fault with the acts of the 
couit; they may have been influenced by 
a sense of duty in protecting the regularly 
appointed collectors of decisions. But I 
monlion it as a most important fact, to 
show the opinion of the court upon such a 
subject, aqp to satisfy the house that, with¬ 
out the interposition of parliament, it is 
not to be expected, but that the ^aihe bpdy 
will continue the same prejudices, or act, 
if you will, front rtie same sense of duty as 
they did before. There is nothing that 1 
ca^ see to change their mind; fof the ob- 
jdollon of the e6urt does not arise to this 
mode of reporring, from their sWictnesS in 
rehisiag In^mation, untess it is known to 
come from source^Of establishea Mthoeity 
only. On the cotttfary, the court of Mfs- 
iion is very liberal in ^at i^pecti* But 
Mr. Bell’s reports (and his fidelity and 
accuracy was never donbtdd) gave the 
Opinion Of each judge in detail, a thing to 
which the coqrt had hot been accustom¬ 
ed, and which they disliked. Now, sir, 
this is exactly what 1 am anxious^ to have 
iiktr^ttced into the judicial i^stem'of Scot- 
• Htadr aaonc df ihe ntdt finportaMt regula- 


tkktt whkifa ‘Otwr hn 
which, their law neveir can bn 
or their judicial conduct reaCh^M 
tion of which it is c8pable.^Tnto 
the opiniOM of the judges spect^ 


tat 

correcfoeu, in the reports of 
cases, goes a greater way to secura 
anxious arid accurate discharge of the 
dicial function than almort •*'1 
ffuiation thftt can be nw«e* Wnen w 
words of a judge are to be i 

soon as spoken, when tl»re is to hM 
written memorial of what he has m 
one great incitement to accuracy ®hd,ti 
tention is removed; when on the 
hand, his words* and opinions arc syr 
be recorded, to the desire of dislmgpnsl 
himself for the mora’ent, before the Iw 
bystanders, is added that most |M)weni 
all incitements td human exertiomto 

ed in a propensity deeply plantoO if 
breast of every man who w aetoatfi., 
an honourable and Itonest aimilwtfh, 
desire of having his name a^repil 
handed down to posterity. When j 
are to have their opinions thus 
the public in printed volumes, whichf 
to be the authority for future judging 
it insures due and deliberate consideraW 
(d’ what they are to say, and 
itendency to looseness of thougulj 
of information, or inaccuracy m 






ing wnar nas, wccii 

viously considered. But the mwe 
porting decisions of the court of w 
Lnves no security for any thing of the 
—This is not the fault of the collectors 
decisions, who are always gentlera^j 
certain number of yeajcs standing^- 
bar, well qualified nd T 

charge of that or any other duty, 
‘chosen by the faculty of advocates fr 
among their own body. I mean "<> 
tiort on them, nor do 1 mean any rem^t 
on the court; lam discussing nat^ 
facts, arising from natural causes, wh^^ 
fieedom which the subject require s 
which' thb place admits; but 1 
doing so in strict conformity to wp 
promised at the outset, that I am 
my views of the subject in a manner st^ 
juaicial, and without anv tende® 
L^mea of debate—In hcotland Ae J 
sist of an abridgement of the 
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gumenu on eafch side, 
nrinted oapers m the cause. This w . 


Mentor or judgment 
the court, which is u«mally 
one short sentence; but nobone|^<^w 




vhichtb 


delif^r «s the 
the interlocutor is 


of what the 

shds of law on whicl __^ 

ied. When these decisions are to be ap- 
t plied, therefore, there is no way by which 
MK opinion of the court is to be collected. 

can only gu^ss that the best argu- 
Itoents, afforded by the side which prevails, 
,'>rere probably the grounds of determina* 
tion adopted by the court; but if the 
'court went on diHerent grounds, the doci- 
’^llions contain nothing to show it. When 
court is divided, nothing appears to 
ijdiow the division; there is no appreciatini> 
iu such a case the value of the decision, 
ty the weight .of the reasoning, or the 
(duracter of the Judges on the one side or 
iMie other. Whciiathc cases come to the 
'''ddnrt of appeal, the opinions of the judges 
^low (which are now dlways asked for) arc 
to be had from notes ill taken by per- 
who, from want of habit in taking 
for reports to be published, aie not 
polKKSSed of the art of taking notes. In 
4lld feceni Jnstanct, indeed, the notes of 
|||m judges speeches have been ^revised by 
^Milpiselves, and printed (in the late case 
inC{^ctit\g the augmentation of ministers’ 
^ifKaids); but this has been very rare, and 
> pot generally practicable, as the judges, 
H they were ii|clined to it, have not 
ta^ time for it. What I wish, there- 
S) 18, that some plan should be suggested, 
report of the commissioners, which 
py induce the legislature tq put an end 
i the present system of reporting in Scot- 
a'd, and to put it on the footing pn which 
ibas always stood in this country.—From 
' period of the year-books to the pre- 
rtime, from the reigns of the HenVys 
fthe Edwards, to the publication of the 
^number of the Tet m Reports, it has been 
} constant and invariable course to give 

5 ' opinions of all the judges, when they 
ivered their opinions seriatim, or to give 
8 solemn judgment of the chief when he 
bvers the^ opinion of all the court. It 
l^is habit and custom which has not 
y served to form the character of Eng-, 
, judges and English courts^ but it i» 
which has bwn the means of. unfold- 
, the great and leading maxims of the 
r, of iTlustrating and confirming them, 
3 binding them down from age to age, so 
liCitrace them with certainty to the text 
lii^rs; enabling us thus to confinp their 
“^"'rines aRd principles'^ or to correct 
ii, and has thereby fixed the law of 
igland i^on sure unalterable iprinci- 
thus the reports of English 
cidcolated at once to inform 

r % 


the ittind,of the student, refredi the re¬ 
collection of the practisiftg lawyer, to give 
certainty to the law, and security to 
our cii il rights. These topics have been 
often dwpl|^upon by those whose pur¬ 
suits have let! them to consider this sub¬ 
ject. Bat it has been mure ably un¬ 
folded by a noble friend of mine, in his 
preface toNhe reports of the cases decided 
m the Coa» of Kjng’s-benchr in die time 
of lord Mansfield, than by any other wri¬ 
ter on the )aw whatever—1 mean lord 
Uleabervie./ We are all, sir, well ac¬ 
quainted wi|h the excellence of his reports 
on sobjects materially connected with a 
most f/nportaiit'^ranch of the duties of 
this hou'^e. Butyiis rcpoitsof the deci¬ 
sion', of election lYjmmitiees are not more 
eminent in their I me ibati In', law reports 
ate in theirs. 1 am suit* 1 do not go be- 
yoifd what all the persons of the pro- 
Icsfpdn of the law, now rjsietiing to me, 
and the bar and bench throughout, will 
support me in, when 1 say, tint that woik, 
in all its parts, stands as high in reputation 
as the most eminent reports in ihe law of 
England, and that the preface to that 
work, which gives the histoiy and ellect of 
law reports ui Englanvl, is most accurate 
in its details, and must sound in its con¬ 
clusions. Every part of that pieface is, 
for this purpose, well woith perusing. It 
shews that the voluntary ai ts of individuals 
who, like (limself from time to time under¬ 
took the duty, were subsequently sanc¬ 
tioned by the court; and that the law has 
been, by this means, preserved and im¬ 
proved. But my pui pose in referring to 
it now is, to shew the effect which, ac¬ 
cording to his account, it has had in form¬ 
ing the law of England.'—Lord l^Tiunbcrvie 
says, in his preface to the King’s-bench 
Reports, ‘*The immediate province of the 

* courts of jusUce is, to administer the law 

* in particular cases. But it is equally a 
' branch of thqir duty, and one of ^fill 

* greater importance to the community, to 
' expound the law they administer, upon 
' such principles of argument and construe- 

* tion as idhy fumirh ruVes which shall go- 

* vern iifall similar or analogous cases. ~ 

' Suejk are the various modifications of 

* which property are susceptible, so bound- 

* less the diversi^ of relations which may 
' arise in civil life, so infinite thespossible 
' combinations of events and ctrcuin.stances, 

' that they elude the power of enumeration, 

* and arb beyond the reach of human fore- 
' sight.» A moment’s reflection, therefoi^, 

* serves lo evince^ that it wouldrbe impos- • 
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* Bible, by podtt«« aiul direct lagialraTe 

* authority, 8pebialiy«to provide for every 
' particular ca6e which may happen. 

* Hence it has been found expedient to 

* entrust to the. wisdom and exp^^jence of 

< Judges, the power of deducing, from the 
' more general proposition of the Ikiv, 

* such necessary corollaries asslial) appear, 

* though not expressed in worus, to be 

< withiiv their ainteat and meaning. Be- 
' ductions tlius termed and established in 

* the adjudication of particularlcauses, be- 

* come, in a manner, par( of tbe text of 

* the law. Succeeding judg^ receive* 

* them as such, and, in geturfal, consider 
' themselves as bound to a/lhcre to them 
' no les.s strictly than to the express dic- 
‘ tate.s of the legislature.J^The doctrine 
here maintained relates io reports which 
contain the opinion of the'judges, with 
names of each judge preiixed to what Itc 
is reported to havp said on the qtiestidh*; 
and it is to these opinions, so reported, 
that so much respect is paid. Those are 
the opinions which succeeding judges 
‘ receive as text law, and to wiiich they 
' consider themselves bound to adhere, no 

* less strictly than to the express dictates 

* of the legislature.’—A nation where the 
judicial habit has been thus formed and 
fixed, cannot fail to have advanced as 
near to certainty and perfection in the 
distribution of justice as human pature is 
capable of To impress this view of the 
subject, so instrumental in forming the ju¬ 
dicial character, so well adapeed to iix me 
principles of law, and so important to sub¬ 
stantial justice, 1 wish to add the eminent 
authority of sir William Blackstono to that 
of lord Glei\})ervie ; an authority which 
is rfow canonized by deXth, for, you know,- 
sir, that by the rules of our coiyrts, yop 
cannot quote a living person as a text au¬ 
thority. In the fintt volume of his com¬ 
mentaries, sir William Blackstone says ; 

' Thg decisions of our courts are held in 
' the highest regard, and are not Only pre- 
' served as authentic records, but are 

* handed to. us in the Reports, which form 

* the lawyer’s library. ’Tltese Reports con- 

* tain the arguments on both sides, and 

* the reasons which the court gave fof’dts 

* judgment, taken down in short notes, by 

* persons present at the determination. 

* msides the reporters, there are the an- 
‘ cient writers op the law, from^Glanville 
' to lord Coke, gll which forms the .chief 

* corner-stone of the lawsof Bngland,pre- 

* seared in our records, explained ih our 
*«report8, and digeiited in the authoritative 



mode to which- report$ arh 

^ews the retfance which n pUg 
them, and the ^fect which they hfnt# 
in ferming, hiethoduiing,sand coiAiin 
the law of ^giaud. I hope I'em ' ii 
guilty of att;^iiisregard or want of attati|^ 
inent to the'country to which I belong, 
shewing great anxiety and extraordinary-* 
earnestness to extend to that t^n^y'^p^' 
system which has been attended 
real solid benefit in this country, and Aal!: 
1 am not deceived by an unjust and (iafs:. 
tial leading to the institutions' of thki* 
country, in which I have cohtrac^ 
legal habits, and formed •my profe^ditll^ 
opinions, when I consider that the'moi^ 
used here is calculated to promote- ai^# 
sense all the great objects to wliieh T 
so often alluded. Namely, responit^b^lll^ffi 
in judges for what they a^y, as--^1lOp 
what mey do, correctness of .judiciaf^lijt ^^ 
racter, great previous ctmsjdeny^^ 
suliject, and/lue attention'to 
delivery; these are its efihiiits.^ 'tj^ 
judges. As to the law, it aflords/id. 
tain means of discovering the 
of decision in the particular cWs.';, j 
ceriaining the grounds of difierentice vthei^l 
the court is dividM; of appreciaddg£ 
tiw value of ditierent opinions ojr ju^^^ 
ments which may have taken plaice. 
is the grand and principal source ti]^ 
fountain of the law, and aflTords .a s b^ 
and certain mode of ascertaining it'at%^^ 
time, of fixing it, and banding it down. 
posterity. It is from those volnntaj^f 
!V:ts of reporting by individuals 
law of this country has derived the 
extraordinary advantages. It is to 
liibcrat encoura^ment'thus^ven by thi|| 
judgerof England to the ei&ts of indilrfi>J 
duals, that we are indebted for the 
ports by which lord chief justice l^e^ 
and sir Edward Coke enriched the law^mj^ 
England, and that- we have such jus%ia^ 
morials of the decisions of lord Holt 
lord Mansfield.—All this, as I have 
said, has been the result of the voluntas]^ 
acts of individuals who have addictoii^ 
themselveiTto thi* pursuit, and it has beeliy 
fortunate for England that such persdflils^ 
ej^isted; ibr their labours, without any I 
est^lishipent for tjie purpose, sanctioned'! 
by the .sobsequertt approbation of the;'^ 
courts, where their reports have been re-"' 
ceived as*aothentic. evidence ofjud^ial v 
opinions, has attained the end.—m^^be ^ 
thought by some, indeed, that aif esta^iltl^ 




Wj^ would faovo aided ‘ttoae exertions. 

in £nglBnd*it i^peats that the autho- 
aky of the state was not necessary to pre* 
Vtnt a particttiar set of prejudices from 
hhatructinn the voluntary labour of indivi¬ 
duals in this great work of public judicial 
Wtility.*-It is not so, however, in Scotland. 
There are many persons of high authority 
dtere who may be unwilling to have it set 
* about at ail; and it is very unlikely, espe¬ 
cially d%«r what happened to Mr. Beii’s 
reports, th«* an individual will again at¬ 
tempt reporting upon this plan. To re- 
‘ move all those difiicultics, 1 should think 
tl advisable to counteract the ppjudices 
^•f the court by legislative authority; and 
#0 provide moslmlunutely and particularly 
for all the means of accomplishing a sys¬ 
tem of leporting in'the most perfect man- 
'itar, instep of collecting decisions iirthe 

5 resent form, where Ihe opinions of the 
Udges, as I have said, are never given, but 
%hly the mere words of the interlocutor 
aecraUb—There ought to be an institu- 
Ifon ^ short hand writers to jtake notes of 
.pie arguments of counsel, and the opinions 
iSS Utw judges; thi se, when translated 
UrUm the short-hand, should be delivered 
. wht to the collectors of decisions, an in- 
*Vtttution which night thus be rendered 
very useful, to methodize and abridge, 
ana give them legal shape, form, and cer- 
fUCtness. In extraordinary cases, the 
judges themselves might revise and eor- 
^t the account of their opinions. Such 
ini CStablisbmcn|, under proper reg|alations 
f(not necessary to detail, Init easily con- 
'^tived) srould soon alter the Whole tpne of 
l^ia) proceeding. Solemnity hi judg- 
Uht would become the characteristic of 
court, Und the cases in which there 
been a division of opinion on the 
,,haBch woodd become the most authentic 
and uaeful sources of legal information. 
JVwifo'rmi^ of deeisiiitt would be secured 
age to age, said the fiuctuatton of 
^^gment and m lm> so tmich conifdaiDed 
W as to Scotland, would he gradually 
'aared.-‘-8Hr, I shall trouble the house 'no 
ganger on this important subject. There 
^ iMay xnaerM parts of the bill, and 
liawy topiMvtlatmg to the geiheral mes- 
jriha on Wwdli I have not touched at all/ 
iml^beoaitw I had not much to obs^^ 
(Nan> hut because the pertod of.the 
‘aalnt^^he state of atteddance, and, above 
■M ,» d^rminaidon to avoid all eagerncM 
a|^tioD, by getting into topiAi where it 
—‘ have been impossfole to aVoid com- 

1 wjUt another measure, (lotd Oren- 
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viil$s*9,) made me avoid them. I anl 
happy in having had *the opportunity of 
delivering myself on this'subject, so intci' 
resting to the country to which 1 belong, 
and of pdurse so interesting to me. 1 can 
make no return to that country, which lias 
shewn me much, very much kindness, but 
by testifying, by every means in my 
power, that 1 am devoted to its best inte¬ 
rests i that I do my utmost* to understand 
them, and, am anxious to make them thC 
subject of public discussion and considerai> 
tion. I have to return you, sir, and the 
jifow gentlemen present, my sincere thanks 
fortthe very'>hind and flattering attention 
with which 3 ^u and (hey have honoured 
me. I sliall only add, that when you cotnc 
to the part of tlK bill which relates to the 
inquiry of the Comuiissioners, I shall move 
an amendment on the subject which I 
hlive last discussed, as an instruction for 
thd Commissioners to inquire into, and re¬ 
port as to the collecting of decisions. I 
trust, sir, that both in the nature of my 
motion, and in the manner in which I 
have addressed the house, I have per¬ 
formed the promise I made at the outset, 
and that I have persevered throughout, iii 
a temperate and candid discussion of thi< 
grave and interesting subject. 

Ill page 11, line 34, of the bill, after the 
word * Sessions,’ Mr. Adam moved to in¬ 
sert thc.foilowing words: " And whereat 
it would be expedient, that proper regula¬ 
tions should be made for the reporting 
the decisions of the respective Chambers, 
with the opinions which the Judges de¬ 
liver in pronouncing those decisions, ahd to 
tuafce proper regulations respecting them.'* 
If this recital had been agreed to, Mr. 
Adam had prepared an enacting clause to 
answer jt; but this motion being nega¬ 
tived, it was not competent to him to move 
the enacting part.—^After a few words 
from the Lord Advocate of Scotland iil 
support of Ae bill, it was read adhird 
ttme akd putted. 


OOUSf OF,COMMONS. 

* Saitarday, June 25, 

[Mr. Palmib's CmiM.} Tlie Chantn^ot 
of t/ie Exehequet stated, that it wM AOt bii 
intention to move the sbeotid retiding of 
Mr. Palmer's bill. A commtRhcation had 
been made to him, that rt jnas not the wish 
of Palmer that any forther step should, 
at present, be tadeen on it, therefore, 
agredably to what he had said hai ntoht, 
ito riidbld not pvdeeed forthei^hi the bin/ 
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Mmda^, *fvnc 27. 


[Afpbqfeiation Act.] On Ae motion 
for the second reading of this biU. 

The-Earl of Lauderddk took occasion to 
reprobate the manner in which, of late 
years, grants of money were brought be¬ 
fore their lordships, and which went to 
deprive .their lordships of all power of 
inquiry "into the causes of such grants. 
These grants were made part of the Appro¬ 
priation act; and as their lordships could 
make no alteration in the act without dts- ^ 
turbing the arrangement of the supplies 
for the public, they were therefore debar¬ 
red from making any amendment at afl in 
the present act. This act contained the 
grant to the college of Maynooth, and 
another of 1,500,000/. to the East India 
company. He thought these two grants 
ought to have been made the subject*of 
two distinct bills, that they might be dis¬ 
cussed on their respective merits. Above 
all, were their lordships prepared to con¬ 
cur in the grant of the latter sum, w'ithout 
a tittle of information before the house to 
shew the fairness and propriety of such a 
grant ? Were their lordships’ bands thus 
to be tied up respecting such important 
matters, they might as well close their 
doors, for surely that house would then 
have become useless, and as such, must 
utterly sink in the estimation of thh coun¬ 
try. His lordship could not suiler this 
item to be proceeded in without some in¬ 
formation. lie should therefore move, 
“ That a message be sent to the commons, 
requesting the Report of the Select Com¬ 
mittee on the afhiirs of the East India com¬ 
pany,” • 

The Earl of Siifolk said, that it was a sub¬ 
ject of gmat importaoce, and that the afiairt 
^ the &st India company ought to be 
inquired into; for such was their manage¬ 
ment, that he believed it would be better 
for this country that the East India com¬ 
pany ^uld lose their possessions in that 
quarter of the globe altogether; and it 
might he desirable .that,such an event 
sboqld happen soon, rather than increase 
our grants of large snms of the public 
money. * 

EoM JImkesbieey contended, that in res¬ 
pect to ihf grant made to Maynooth 
college, nothing had been done upon, 
this occasion, but what the legislature nad 
done with regard'to former grants of this 
nature to the same college. When the 
l^t tfnnt wag voted by tlm home of,coo}- 


ma0^ it was orated ip 

atiqn Kt, ana if tnejre wm 00 ^. 

Riat time, M did not perpeRiiii! 
should hate been included in « 
bill at this time. The principle-of 
eluding in such a bill such grants as 
have a tendency to cause their lordw|^; 
dissent to the bill altogether, was one whidi' 
ought to be attended to, and bad been con* 
sidered in Mr. Palmer’s case. The grant 
made to the East India c.oinpmiy' was in 
respect to what was due to them* ' He 
should not enter at large into the merits ^ 
the observations made by the noble earl* 
whether we had Hot better be depived of 
these po^cssions altogether, but should 
give his assent to the motion now 'befihW' 
the house. . 

Lord Holland did itot wish to protrsM 
the present discussion, but he mustobserf^ 
that if the house were thus to be tr«atei||^i 
if they were thus to proceed without 
cessary information, they had better 
their doors at once thaw be de^Nided.^ 
the public estimation.—^The motion 
then negalivdd without a divisioii. ‘ 

[Curates Residence Bill.} Tbf 
of Buckiughanisltire, previous to their 
ships entering into any discussitm npdw 
this bill, moved, ** That^a Return be madef 
of all tlie benefices in the kingdom of 4001. 
anp upwards, -distinguishing those where 
the incumbent was not resident either tlwew 
months at one time, or four months at se-^ 


parate limes.” 

Lord Harrmah/ opposed the moti(Hp> 
it then stood, and proposed an amendmei^ 
omitting the words * distinguishing 
and id that shape he had no inclination 
o])piose the motion. . , , ''J| 

The Archbishop of QmSnimy iepresimil 
ed tiie great difficulty which would attod^ 
ady attemp to gain the desired infonpiV 
tipn. 

viseount Sidtnoiuh expressed hie oonetn^ 
rence in the motion as proposeH by 
noble earl; after which the bouse dl^ed^ 
Contents 16; Mon-contents 28. MajMtjf' 
against the motion 12. . 4 

. The Bishdp of Londou then rose, ai^j 
stated that he trusted the house would eH^ 
cuse any otnission he might make in 
liyering his sentiments; 'for he foh 
pressure of great age and bodily infinit^f 
It would become him, in the Imt 
he 6oald,*to give tfi the boose the retiil^^ 
whiiffilud led to the introduction w 
present biy, and then to give a deKriMh^; 
of the provieionB contained tbeigpito 
lordships would take into coiMide^^*iaW‘ 

J t 
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wiseii w j^orcb on ac- 

n t of>(hQ notwi^i^oncfi of ka clergy. 

w cot ^erO^ reaaiiig jprayers and 
;preac,biDg oo o Sunday which formed the 
>f^ef-functionB of a clergyman. Resi- 
dea,<^ amoogst^the people of a parish, 
visiting them frequently, praying with and 
,pomforti,ng the sick, instructing the igno¬ 
rant, encouraging (he virtuous, reproving 
the vicious, catechising the children, and 
auperintending the sdiools instituted for 
their education, were duties which more 
immediately belonged t«> the olEce of a 
' clergyman, and more essentially promoted 
, the cause of religion. Blit, to accomplish 
, diis purpose, it was necessary to Vesort to 
'the incatis pruvjded by the present bill, 
.which was no more than to lake from those 
who did nothing, a'reasonable allowance 
Ihr the curate who perlbrined the whole 
of the service for whith the living itself 
. was at first granted. To perform the se- 
Teeal duties he had mentioned, it was 
^highly proper thstt the resident clergyman 
abottld possess that degree of property 
which would enable him to*appear with 
fe^ec|ability, and have wherewith to re¬ 
lieve, on particular occasions, the dis¬ 
tresses of bis indigent parishioners. The 
introduction of thi^ bill, therefore, became 
absolutely necessary for the welfare of the 
people, and the true interests of the Chrl?- 
tiaii religion. An act passed in the Sdth 
of the present reign, granting to the curate 
75/. per anil, and the parsonage-house, in 
, case of the incumbenrs non-residence, or 
15/. in lieu thereof if he did reside; but, 
if their lordships would recollect the high 
price of the necessaries of life, it* they 
Would reflect that curates in general were 
'men of taste and Kierature, that they had 
'‘been accustomed to support a decent ap¬ 
pearance in the world, that they had been 
'mought up at the university, and then, jf j 
' they would also consuier, that many of 
^ihein’had'a wife, and seven or eight rhil- 
■dren, whom they were obliged to maintain 
enC df so small a salary, he submitted to 
'their opinion, that the situation of such a 
^tbf&te was absolute beggaTy. If he 
‘Wtredtsposed to take up their lordships’ 
he nail it in his power to pourtray 
aU^ scenes bf distress amongst poor cu- 
‘rdteS, ds would make a deep and melan¬ 
choly impression upon their minds. The 
measure went provide*a pro'^er 
' persBll to reside in those parishes which 
were desefrted by their incumbents, where 
W^^ing aidoimted to 400/. and upwards 
WQiSf ailqwf out of that income, one-fifth 


for the .^pport qf that person^ ao,appq{pt- 
ed, to do the doty. ^Rierg were, ipawy 
nefices of ],00U/. 2,OOQt, and 80 izie';of 
3,(X)D/. a-ycar, but this proviuon of one- 
fifth was adopted 'only till it amounted to 
250/. a-year. Now, it bad been said, that 
the principle of this bill was a vioUtion of 
private property, and an innovation upon 
the ecclesiastical establishment; but, if we 
considered what had been done by the le‘> 
gislature in tiie 12th of queen Anne, and 
36th of the present king, we should be 
convinced that such interference was not 
jfiinprecedeiited. He considered that the 
livipg of every incumbent was conditional, 
aii(Q;he canons of the church and various 
conventions, clearly shewed that it was 
according to the ecclesiastical law*, that 
bishops had a right to interfere with the 
whole living, by taking it from the iiicuin- 
btnt who neglected to perlbrin his duty, 
apd granting it to another under their own 
appointment. This right of the bishops 
interference had continued in unison with 
the ecclesiastical and statute law, from the 
time of Edward 3d., down to the present 
Iwur—a period of 500 years. Another 
observation had bt'eii made, and it con¬ 
tained a very grave and serious charge, 
alleging that tiie bishops already hail too 
much power, and that they had been guilty 
of abuse in the exercise thereof. He trusted 
that no one would pre4ume to attack a 
whole profession, without giving proof of 
his assertion. He should, not believe the 
accusation, if it were not supported by 
Buflkient proof, and he thought it would 
be difficult to produce any satisfactory 
testimony. At the same time,, he was 
anxious to better the situation the cu¬ 
rates of this kingdom: the benefired clergy 
would do him the justice to acknowledge 
tAat he Rad, on a former occasion, been as 
solicitous for their mterest; and he did 
think that the success of that bill, which 
increased tlw Iivii\gs of the clergy of Lon¬ 
don, was accelerated by his. exertions* and 
he had received their thanks fOr his con¬ 
duct in respect to that measure. Thus fiir 
he wail induced fo' sp^k of his own ^ser¬ 
vices, <bnt: from no other motive thim to 
justify his conduct.upon this occasion. 
With confidence he felt himself disposed 
to leave the present bill to the due consi- 
tleration ana wisdom of that huqse, as their 
lordships would 'duly esMivate its import¬ 
ance as necessary to supped the best in¬ 
terest!. of religion. 

The Ear) of Moira considered the a^gu- 
menUtgiledged by tho right jrav. pre^te* 
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in respect to proceeding upoj^this mca- former poverty, which wotild not be doing 
sure, merely becaAse the legislature inter- a beneHt, but an injury, to that class of 
fering on a former occasion; in 1.7dd, as the profession; so that, on their account, 
dangerous to the rights of the Church. He he did not approve of the measure. He < 
did view this measure in a different light did not perceive that any notice was taken 
fromthatrev. prelate; at the same time, he of curates appointed* by lay iraprojJria- 
venerated him for his learning, and the tors, who were equally worthy of the at- 
good he had done the country. But, pay- tention of the legislature, lie did not 
ing him that homage which w'as due to know that any complaint had been made 
him ft'om every peer of that house, he by curates themselves, nor had any peti- 
could not reconcile the principles of the tion been presented, stating such griev- 
bill to his approbation. It was a violation aiices to that house ; and he hoped to bO 
of private property, and it was to be de- informed by two right rev. prelates from 
fended on this ground, that a pari of the Ireland, then present, if they knew that 
rector’s income had been apporlioncd to such a proceeding would meet with the 
the curate on a Ibniier occasion. # Why apprutiation of the Irish clergy. Jlis lord- 
then, at a future time another bill might ship concluded by moving, •• That the 
be introduced, founded upon the present. Bill be read a second time this day three 
to appropriate the whole of the incumbent’s months.” * 

living ! Even the act of 1790, in his mind, • The Earl of Suffolk rose for the purpose 
had been the cause of considerable bird- of making a few bbservutiuns, in respect to 
ship; there were livings as low as*ipo/. whathad been stated by the noble viscount, 
a-ycar, and yet 75/. out of that must be concerning the situation of distressed 
paid to the officiating curate. He felt as curates. Two years rfgo he had interested' 
much as any man for the distressed situ- himself on that subject, and had receiv* 
ation of poor curates; but while we at- ed nearly' two liuudred letters from per- 
teuded to their relief, we should be cautions sons of that class of the profession, but he 
of doing injury to another class of the had now lost them ; but there were state- 
same profession. He was adverse to the ments amongst them, which would have 
principle of the bill, and certainly should caused a benevolent heart to bleed. One 
give his dissent to the measure. of these letters accidentally was preserved 

Lord Jlarrowby vindicated the present ,(hi8 lordship here read it); it stated that 
measure, as justiiied by the laws of ancient the rector possessed ] 000/. a-year, and did 
and modern times. There was “some rea- no duty ; he himself, the curate, had eveiy 
son to apprehend that the ecclesiastical Sunday to perform at three places of 
law, without any act of the legislature, public worship ; he had a family to sup- 
permitted the bishops to interfere with the port, and his salary was altogether 64/. a 
disposal of benefices, for the purpose of year. His lordship also mentioned, that a 
having the service duly performed. The cletgyman once came to his house, and 
right by which all livings were held, he* appeared before his son, who performed 
contended? was conditional, lie argued the duties of a magistrate, and the nature 
from the canons and the statutes for cen- of his statement was, that he was a curate 
turie.s, that it itad always been deeifked in a parish, not far distant, the rector al- 
the lawful right pf the bishop to appro- lowed him 50 guineas a-year, but he took 
priate a part, and sometimes the whole, care to deduct five guineas annually to 
as a remnneiation to the resident and offi- pay that proportion of his income duty j 
ciating clergyman. and the commissioners, knowing be had , 

Viscount ^^idmouth attrlbnted the present 50 guineas salary, ordered him vto pay 
pleasure to the reverend prelate who had another five guineas for his own property ‘ 
spoken first in debate, and he regretted tax, so that he was in the actual enjoy- • 
much that his duty obliged himjto differ ment of no more than 40 guineas per I 
in opinion from one he so highly esteemed annum.* The noble earl expressed him- ; 
and venerated. But he was coiulcien- self fricAdly to the principle of the bill, 
tiously bound to declare that he was ini- The Earl of BucKingkamshre conshfered 
inical to the principle of the present bill, tjie present measure calculated to create „! 
He could not consider the relief given to greatdissatisfactjon and uneasiness amongst \ 
the curate as permanent; the rector might the bencficed Clergy. He did not con- > 
return to perform his duty, and tlieii the ceivc that its advocates had made out a ^ 
increased salary of the curate would be case, o8 that any evil was proved, calling 
taken from him*, and he must return to hivS for a remedy which so vitally affected the j 
VoL.X?. • • 4A * ■ 
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security of church property. .TJie danger 
of such a precedent might unhappily be 
felt in future times ; and it was impossible, 
in such a contemplation, not to adtert to 
the case of a compliance with the Catholic 

I ictisions—an occuucnce to which he was 
)y no means friendly. It was also to be 
recollected that advnwsons were now 
bought and sold in the same manner as 
any other negociable property. With w'hat 
justice then, could the legi.siaiurecall upon 
a bencticed clergyman, who had bought 
his living at a calculation of having the 
services of a curate at a certain price, to 
pay a still larger sum ? Surely, it was in 
such a case no slight violation of the-secu¬ 
rity of property, ^llis lordship concluded 
by CNpressing his determination to vote 
for the amendment moied by his noble 
friend. ^ 

The Archbishop of Catitcrbiini felt anx¬ 
ious to convince tiie house, liiat the mea¬ 
sure proposed was neither o|jpre3sivc in its 
operation, nor a viokitimioi the. interests of 
the Church. The pow er whicii it gave to 
the bishops was only similar t& that with 
which they were invested in the earliest 
times of'tne constitution of the Church. 
He cited the case of a bishop of Worcester, 
who was rebukt (I by the Pope, fur not 
allowing a st.lhciCiit compensation to 
vicars temporal—curates, as they were 
then designated in liis diocese. Indeed,' 
up to the Befonnation, and subse(|ucut to 
that period, such power was vested in the 
ordinary ; and the very ev il now sought 
to be redre.ssetl, was in a great degree to 
be traced to the enactment of a legislative 
provision, which, for purposes then per¬ 
haps apparently wise, deprived the bishops 
«f such power, and^substituted uii act of 

P arliament as the mode of regulalioii. 

'he right rev. prelate concluded by ob-f 
serving, that he would be the last man in 
that house who would support the mca-' 
sure, if it io the remotest degree trenched 
upon the security or interests of the Esta- 
l)iishc4 Church, but.at the same time that 
he gave his support to the principle, he did 
by no means pledge himself tot accede to 
spij r,,one of its'provisions. 

The Chancellor took thf oppor¬ 

tunity of saying, that it was lii$ wish to 
testae thos^ .powers which originally 
wCre vested.I'n the ordinary, and of which 
iti.liiUQs 'of violence thev,were dgprivcjl. 
riis ijWn opinion on this .^ili was in unison 
wUh'tife two decisions of the other house 
of parliament, and a previous oner of their 
'loraiships; but ^11, tlt<^ugh he supported 


1808.— furates Besidmee BUI. 

the princfSMc, he agreed witii. the righjt 
rev. prelate, who last, Spoke, in by, 
means pledging himself to its provisions. 

The Earl of Lauda-dale reprobated the 
measure.. It violated the security of the 
property of the church, at the same time 
that it weakened the interests of religion. 
It was with young men in that sacred call¬ 
ing as it was with those in the other re¬ 
spectable professions of lifn. Deprive 
them of the stimulus to professional ad¬ 
vancement and the spur to honourable 
ambition, and the legislature would deaden 
t^cir industry and activity, both in the 
exertion of the talents, and the practice 
of thg duties, which led to the highest 
honours in that and the other professions. 
In applying that principle to the present 
bill, he contended, ihn* to give the young 
curate such an actual provUion for all the 
cnjryincnts of life, as this bill gave, went 
to deaden every motive of fair ambition, 
aittl every inducement to deserve, by big 
exemplary exertions, the highest honours 
oCtlie Church. He had a more paramount 
objection to this bill, inasmuch as it legis- 
laud on the morality of the country. The 
unerring testimony of experience con¬ 
vinced him that such preci pts were worse 
enforced, if not totally perverted, by an 
act of parliament. The natural instinct 
of man led him to the fulfilment of his 
duties- The parent knew, and would prac¬ 
tise, his duties to his child ; so would the 
child to his parent; but, introduce an act 
of parliament for such regulation, and its 
ititroduction would not fail to dissolve tiie 
cement of the social feelings, and poison 
the very sources of human happiness. Be¬ 
sides, there appeared no necessity for this 
measure, as there was on them table nei¬ 
ther addresses from curates, complaining 
oi'fnsufGcient salarie?, or from parishioners 
complaining of a neglect of duty iiv their 
rectors. But, perhaps, the great origin 
of the evil would be found, in the fre¬ 
quency of ordination, and- in c^Ung 
to that profession such numbers of young 
clergymen as it was iinpussibje to pro¬ 
vide for. In such case, tlm evils .ought 
not to l^e visited on tlm beueticed clergy, 
bqt should, be atjtrihuted to that glut of 
tUe <f^inn)pdiity whit;h the. reverend prer 
lates thetnsQlves occasioned. He also op¬ 
posed the .hill 48 . laying a gre;at weight on 
the possessor .of a small, living, at the 
same , time tbat.it adeetj^d the rector, 
with i^OOO/.. a-ycar, in 4 very Uidiug 
nipnner- 

The* question , was thei^ put, gttd ,*he 

» f. » 
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K(iiIa 6 dKMcled: for the emci||?ment 17; 
A{ruuut it 36 .—Majority 19. 

House oi* lords. 

Tuesday, June 28 . 

[Curates Residence Bill.] Lord 
Harmeby, pursuant to a notice which he 
gave yesterday, rose to submit a motion to 
their tordships, which was suggeste«l to 
him by some observations that had been 
made duringthe discussion of this question. 
It was agreed, and seemed to be wished 
on all hands, that something should lib 
done towards improving the condit^n of 
the inferior clergy. It had all alonf been 
his opinion, that the house was proceeding 
to 1 egi.slate on a nratter respecting which 
they had nothing like adeijuate informa¬ 
tion before them. I'liis want of due in¬ 
formation he felt very anxious to supjDy ; 
and the object of his pre.sent motion *w(a.s, 
to endeavour to ascertain the number of 
livings which were under 150/. per annum. 
The noble lord then went into a variety of 
calculations, grounded on former accounts 
laid before the house, to shew wdiat were 
the number of these livings; how many of 
them did not exceed 30/.; how' great 
would be the amount of the sum necessary 
to bring these small living.s up to l.'iO/. 
per annum; and how long the period of 
time, under the present circumstances, iie- 
cosr.arv for the attainment of that object. 
It was also an object with him to ascertain 
how many livings were assisted by queen 
Anne’s bounty. With a view to get at 
this object (an act of parliament he did 
not think necessary to accomplish it), he 
should content himself now with moving 
an humblefaddress to his majesty, praying 
he would be graciously pleased to direct 
that there be laid before that himsc an^ic- 
count of the numVr of livings under 150/. 
per annum. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury expressed 
his*thanks to the noble baron for the pains 
lie had taken on this subject, and bis readi¬ 
ness to co-operate with him in the prose¬ 
cution of his object. 

The Earl of MJim also gave hearty 
concurrence to the motion, and declared 
that no man could ' be more anxiouV than 
he was to see the condition of the inforior 
clergy improved. It w'as not only the 
comtoit bf those respectable pemons he 
had in view", hut the improvement of the 
morals of iho cnmihonalty, which ipiprove- 
ihent wa« iiilimalely connected with the 
eiMe and coml'ort of the clergy. l*erhaps, 
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in additiod to tl^c infqi'tnaiipn, moved fiyir 
by the noble baron, it might also be e«« 
pedient to have before the house an account 
of the accumulation of the funds, Jenou'n 
by the name of queen Anne’s bounty^ 
Lord JJawkesbury approved of the. .mo¬ 
tion, and assured his noble friend that 
every thing should be done by liim to give 
elli'Ct to his lauilable intentions and en¬ 
deavours.—^I’he question was then put and 
agreed to. After which the order of tha 
flay was rea<l for the house to resolve il* 
self into a coinmirtce on the hill, when 
Lord Sidu.'oiUh rose to move an ii).struc-! 
tioii tp the committee. In his opinion, 
whatever came, under the description of 
the object which the bill h.ul in view, 
might be embraced,by it. Its object was 
to afford relief to resident curafc.s, where 
ttfaf relief was justly re<|tiired, and where 
it might be easily procured. His wish 
now was to extend that relief to curates 
appointed by lay in»|n'opriators, and -his 
lordship concluded with moving an* in¬ 
struction tp the committee to that ellect. * 
Ixird JIatvknbury was sorry he could not 
assent to the proposition 1 • his noHc friend. 
That proposition broached an entirely new 
principle, which was not connected with 
the pre.scnt hill. It shou'.d therefore be 
introduced in a .separate bill, and stand 
*.ipoii its own merits. The priiuiple of 
the present bill w.ns not new, but had 
already been, twice at least, rccogiiiaed 
and sanctioned by parliament. 

The question was tlien pul on lord Sid- 
mouth’s motion, and negatived ; after 
which, the house re.solved itself into the 
corSmitlce on the bill. In the committee, 
a clause propo.sed by ^le earl of Moira, 
for rendering the cursRes acting under Ih® 
hill liable to penalties for dilapidations on 
'the vicarage housc.s, was oppo.scd, on the 
ground that there was an action at com¬ 
mon law in such cn.«es. On a ilivision, 
the clause was negatived by a'majority of 
26 to 6 .—Another divi.sion took place on 
an amendment proi>osed by thf? arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury, on the clause call¬ 
ing opon*the bishop when as-signing to 
any curate the allowances under i 1 iis*bill, 
to assign the reasons on which he inter¬ 
fered. His 'grace staled, that thou^'thp 
bishopsAverc by the constitution rosponsi- 
lye to the king, a.s the head of the churepj, 
they tfere not sindt-r the coiitroul of 
privy council. *lt was therefore uiico^itiA 
tutional now to "subject them to the. autho¬ 
rity Df*that tribunal. The amendiijeM 
was supported by lord Haw^esfoury/’and 
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op{xM!od by the lord chancetlor, who, 
thoiigh he atlowed that the bisbo))9 were 
in oNinaiy cases responsible only to the 
cro^s’n, uiuintained that wMien extraordinary 
po^eris were given to them by the Icgisia 
ture, there was a ri^ht in the legislature to 
regulate and controul the exercise of those 
powers. On tiie division there appeared; 
For the amendment I'5; Against it 16.— 
After some further conversation on the 
provisions of the bill, it passed the com 
raittee without any amendment. 


HOUSE OF LOROS. 

Wednesday, June Q9. * 

[Approphiatiow Act.] On the motion 
for going into apcommittec on this act, 
l^rd Holland rose, and repeated his ob' 
jertions against inserting in this act the 
Grant to the college of Maynootb, and that 
to the East India company. Thu change 
in the amount of the former grant, he saw 
no reason to justify.* It was a deviation 
^rotn the principle upon which the grant 
hud first been made, and upon vAiich it had 
been augmentetLin the last session of par¬ 
liament. He wished to learn from the no¬ 
ble secretary of state, by what inducements 
government had br<^n led to diminish the 
grant, and thus depart from the principle 
which had first sugge.sted it to the adop 
tion of government, and the sanction of 
the last session of parliament. That 
principle, the world knew, was the prin¬ 
ciple of so far conciliating the catholics 
of Ireland. 

Lord Havikeshury acknowledged, that 
the grant had in some measure been^ di- 
^ini^cd; but it was upon an understand¬ 
ing that no larger*a«3um should be granted 
than was necessary to complete the build¬ 
ings that were then commenced at this 
establishment. It was originally intended 
that accommodation should be provided 
for a cert^n number of students; but 
when it was proposed td carry that accom- 
qodatibti to an unlimited extent, it was 
proper to stop at what was first 
conceived to be an adequate prtivision. 

; T%e Earl of Lauderd^ reprobated the 
idea of circumscribing the privileges and 
povfers- of that house, by confofming to 
any undentandin^that might be supposed 
onave been agreed to in another place. 
IlieiW wasRo end to the.cxtent Us. which 
tucha^mode'of reasoning diightbe ourried, 
f, itto say, that upcm an 
indontandingbetween ministers irfasotber 
>lace, Mch ^ such a measure was to be 
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adopted inserted in. the ApprojwiatieiBi 
act, thus attempting to«d«privc their lordf 
ships of the exercise of their judgment on 
such a measure. 

Lord Hau'keslnay*‘dis-jiyovr<ed any such 
design on his part, and only adverted to- 
the principle upon which the measure had 
elsewhere been adopted, and not to any 
particular understamling between indivi¬ 
duals of his majesty’s government en the 
subject.—The bill was tlicn reported. 

[Stamp Duties Bill.] On going into a 
committee upon this bill, 

• Lrtrd Holland inveighed against the 

E >rindple of this bill in the severest terms, 
t went to oppress those who were already 
labouring under circumstances of distress 
and difficulty, by increasing the duties on 
deeds of conveyance, which besides must 
fall with peculiar hardship on the proprie¬ 
tor! of land. The bill .would also severely 
affect attorneys, and he should never ap¬ 
prove of any principle of taxation that 
tended to press with peculiar weight on 
any particular class of the community. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that under 
the urgent exigencies of the present-mo¬ 
ment, it was necessary to have recourse to 
every possible source of revenue. The 
principle of the present bill had long been 
acknowledged and acted upon by parlia¬ 
ment, and the increase of the duties in the 
present instance was only a further exten¬ 
sion of th&t principle. That principle did 
not bear harder on the landed than on the 
commercial interest; on the contrary, it 
must weigh heavier on the latter than on 
the former, as transfers of property were 
more frequent among commercial men 
than among landed proprietors. It more¬ 
over would operate equally on* the buyer 
and the seller. 

Lords Rosslyn and Lauderdale contend* 
ed, on the contrary,, thqt the hardships of 
the increased duty would fall almost en¬ 
tirely on the seller, who, ffom urgent cir¬ 
cumstances was compelled to transfei^his 
proper^. Indeed, the principle of the bill 
was in every re.«jiect iniquitous and unjust. 
—After a tow woi-ds from lord Hawkes- 
bury, thp^ hoqse relolvcll itself into a com¬ 
mittee, on the bill; after which, the report 
was feceived, and ftie'bill was ordered to 
be read a third time to-morrow. 


HOPSE or COMMONS. 

, Wednesday, Jme_ 28. 

![Ma. Alexandek Davison.] Lord A. 
Hainiltoa roM to a question to. the 



1001 ^ 

rii^ boQi tbe thaocellar of the «^hequer> 
01 ^-a Subject to whSoh be bad l^g since 
cslled'ti^ attention ef the house, and the 
prosecution of which he had on that occa* 
shm relinquished, in Consequence of an 
assurance'given to him and to the public, 
that the proper steps were in train for 
procuring justice^to the public. The sub* 
ject he alluded to was, the matter of one 
of the (Reports of the commissioneia of 
Military Inquiry, respecting the conduct 
of Mr. Alexander Davison. It was now 
nearly tw'eivc months since he had re¬ 
ceived the assurance that proper measure 
were to be pursued on this head, an^ yet 
all that the house knew at presentawas, 
that an inquiry had been instituted, and 
It was manifest that very great irregu¬ 
larities, to say the least, had been com¬ 
mitted. The question he had to put was, 
to ascertain by the answer, to what extent 
the measures, which it might have h<;pn 
desirable to report to, had been acted 
upon. If the answer he should receive 
should not prove satisiactory to him, he 
should leol it his duty, in an early part of 
the next session, to bring the subject in 
some shape or other before the house. He 
had but one more observation to add to 
what had been stated, and which was 
rather of a nature personal to himself. It 
had been intimated to him from several 
quarters, that, if he bad not taken up the 
matter, it would have been in the* hands of 
others, who would not have lost sight of 
it, and consequently he was bound, to 
bring it under the consideration of the 
house. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer could 
not have the smallest objection to the poro- 
ductioii of die fullest information on the 
subject of the iiiqui^ to which the noble 
lord bad alluded. The noble lord could 
not be unaware^thajt a parliamentary com- 
mission had been appointed, to whom the 
whole of Mr. Davison's accounts had, in 
consequence, been refitrred. That com¬ 
mission had from time to time made Re¬ 
ports upon the subject of the inquiry in¬ 
trusted to them, to the Treasury, which 
regularly 8ubniitted*thosb Reports, to the 
law advisers of the crown fur llieirnpinion, 
whether a civil o^iCrituiDai process sKaiuld 
be founded thereon. It afipear'.Ml’.upon 
some of them that the inquiries were not 
sufficient ;* upon others, on the contrary, 
it was con.sid^'<^d" that a lenfal demand 
existeil on the part' of the n.Uiuii,, to be 
recovered by civil process ; and in every 
sucAicaBC# application hud beea rndde to. 
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tbe.'party, Aswas eustomaiy.in-All pwvatqr 
transaettons, for *paymeitt of 4bei«iin da<4* 
manded before the commencemontiof at' 
civil suit, with directions, in case, of sont • 
ccnnpliance with the application, to resort 
to legal process. As inquiries vfhre ’ 
still in prosecution, the noble lord mights 
in the next session, if he desired infar- 
mation upon the subject, apply to the' 
treasury, and he had no dembt the bositiess 
would then be in .such a state as to allow of 
the whole proceedings being laid beibro 
parliament. For the present, he was sure 
the noble lord would not expect him to 
explain further, but of this he could assure 
that ndble lord, that the subject had never 
been lost sight of by his majesty's mi¬ 
nisters. 

[Finance Commii^tee.] Mr. ScnJbct pre¬ 
sented from the bar the Third Report of 
the Committee of Finance. On the report 
having been read, the hon. gent, rose to- 
move that it do lie on the tabic, but before 
be should make that proposition, he felt 
it necessary to address an observation oc 
two to the house, lie hoped that gentle¬ 
men would not be lilarmcd at tl^e enor¬ 
mous mass of papers which he had brought 
up, because under the instructions which 
had been given to the committee, he had 
conceived it necessary*to communicate all 
the returns upon which the Report of the 
committee was founded. Only a small 

E art, however, of the papers before the 
ouse, would be necessary to be prjiUed, 
and he trusted, from the part he had taken 
in the discussions respecting the printing 
of papers, that the house would give him 
credit for not wishing to have more printed 
*than were absolutely necessary to put the 
house in possession of subject. It was 
only a small part therefore of the papers 
which he had brought that he should 
move to be printed. On presenting 
Report, which had occupied so large a por-* 
tion of the attention of the committee, he' 
was afraid that tfie 'house might suppose 
that much time had been lost in preparing.' 
it. But he could say, as well for himself 
as on the part of the otlier members of the- 
committee, that they had net beenwaaliilg 
in their .duty. The delay, and that of' 
pme ino&ths, in presenting: the Report^: 
ntid arisen from 'the contrariety of ep^fom. 
wi^ich had taken place in the committeev^ 
owing perhaps to, its being coiupoeedi 
too numerous an Assemblage of memh'ct'Si. 

If it should be the pleasure of the-bouse/ 
that the Scommittee should be rateaved'ia 
another-session, it.would-be a^ipMstimi^ 
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founded upon the experience of the pre* hers ot committee, had discharged the 
Kent session, whellier it ought to bo com- trust committed to tlunan. He Should bare 
posed of so large a number. Though this confined hrmself to this corroboration of 
was the only Report which the committee the statement of the hou. chairman of the 
had presented in the present session, he committee, if he bad not felt it necessary 
asShred the house,,that they hod attended from what had fallen from him on other 
to other subjects, upon which tliey had topics, to add a few observations in order 
made some progress, though under the in- to obviate any misconception with regard 
struction given to them by the house, they to what had passed in the committee. The 
had looked upon themselves as bound to hoa. gentleman had stated, that some pas- 
suspend such inquiries in order to make up sages of the original report prepared by 
this Report. Tiiey had made progress in him had been altered, and another left 
the business relating to the Pay oflice, and out. As to the alterations, he should ob- 
the War office accounts; but as these sub- tlprve, that when the report had been first 
jects were also under the consideration of pro)^sed to the committee, most important 
the commissioners,, they deemed it expe- difleiipnces prevailed respecting several 
dient to wait till those commissioners should passages in it, and one passage had been 
make a Report upon these heads, a report carried in that instance only by a majority 
which had been presented only on Satur- of one. Upon that occasion, notice had 
day last. As to the report which the Copi- been given, that, on the second reading of 
mittee of Finance now made to the house, th« report, a stage understood on all hands 
he had only to say, that it was less satis- to^bc designed for a revision of the report, 
factory to himself, than the report which a an alteration would be proposed. Some 
few days since he >had hoped to lay upon alterations were on that occasion carried 
^he table of the house ; and if gentlemen by a small, others by a great majority of 
should be disappointed by its Contents, he the committee, and others again unani- 
could assure them he had expected a few mously, and this at a meeting called by 
days since to have presented a report in a the chairman in the regular way, and ac- 
shape which was consistent with his own ceded to by those present when the ad- 
wishes. Some alterations, however, had jouriimeiit of the proceedings was pro- 
been made in passa'ges of that report, and posed. At a meeting so adjourned, the 
some omissions; but he did not mean to amendment to which the hon. gentleman 
complain of that. It might have arisen had alluded, had been carried. The other 
from a smaller number ot the members passage to which the hon. gentleman had 
having attended towards the close of the alluded had been left out of the report, 
session, than in the earlier part of it, when From the importance ivhieh the honour- 
the original form of the report Had been able member attached to these passages, 
agreed to. Such a circumstance was inci- the house might suppose that they were of 
dental to all large assemblies, and with- very great consequence, and from what 
out complaining of it, he stated the fact* had been insinuated out of doors, it would 
$nly for the guid&iy;e of the house, when seem as if the committee was 'disposed to 
the question concerning the revival of the screen public delinquents. But the house 
committee should come under their coiH would bi^surprised w'heti he explained to 
sidcration. Whatever might be thought them tlie real state of the case. The ori- 
of the report which he had presented, h«r ginal report stated, if not in terms, at least 
had acted under a sanction of the majority lu substance, that all sinecure places ought 
qf the committee prcscht when it was to be abolished, with few exceptions ;*'and 
finally voted. Upon the whole, however, the amendment was, that the emolumeftts 
it would be found to contain much useful of some sinecure places ouglit to be dimi- 
information, and many suggestions that nished, and that others should be aboliaiv- 
would be productive ot public good. At ed. When he stated this he was convinced 
all evMts, he was happy that thU part of that the house would not consider the dif- 
the labours of the committee had been feronce of such importance, nor that much 
brteght to a termination. The hon. gent, weight was tp be attached to the circum- 
then coiicluded by moving, that the Report stance of the original passage having beep 
dd'iie on the table, and be printed I in the first instance carried by k majority 
' Mr. fityi^ter coincided w'ith the'hon. of one. The house was left in the same 
g^titletn^n in every thing he had a^rted, situation with respect to. the course it 
wltb r^jpect to the assiduity with which might think-proper to pursue, by -tite' 
^je -hdn. gentleman and the. other mem- amendineot as by the original pa$H8ge,die* 
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cavse no definite line wa .4 poinj^ ont in tuted out of the public funds of the coiin* 
either, and it reimitned tor tne house try, whilst at the*same time it asserted h 
eventually to determine for itself. As to principle against sinecures in general,— 
the other passage, to which, as having The amendment, on the contrary, stated 
been left out, the hon.*gent. had allndeci, only that some sinecures ought to be it- 
he rather thought that it was the passage trenched, and others sdiolished, without 
which related to the increase of the influ- containing any opinion against the general' 
ence of the crowQ. One objection to that principle of sinecure places. As to the 
passage was, that whilst it enumerated all other passage which had been alluded to, 
the cirounistaiices which had increased the thatwas not of so much consequence. The 
influence of the crown, it omitted those by increase of the influence of the crown had 
which the influence of the crown had been only been introduced to meet an argument 
diminished. It was his opinion, at least, against retrenchment, that would lessen 
that if that subject were to be introduceefi that influence, by shewing that if it Should 
at all into the report, all the circumstances be dinynished by such retrenchment, it 
on both sides ought to have been noticed, had been increased in other respects.— 
But there was a still stronger objection to The lleport was then ordered to lie on the 
the passage. The object of the appoint- table. On the motion for its being printed, 
ment of the committee was, not to inquire Mr. Homer said, he should be glad to 
into the increase or diminution of the in- know precisely what parts were intended 
fluence of the crown, but to investigite In be printed, and what to be left out. It 
the circumstances of tho public expetidi- seemed now doubly necessary from the 
tuie, and to report how far public money account they bad just heard of the dif- 
might be saved in that expenditure. He ference of opinion in tHe Committee, that 
wus soiTy to take up the time of the house the hou.se s||Ould have as much a.s possible* 
between the merits of the original report before them, in order to be able to form 
and the alterations which had been made a judgment for themselves. • 

in it. But he .should be glad if every Mr. Dunkes replied, that whatever dif- 
amendinent that had been proposed, and fcrencc of opinion there might have been 
every qiicstioit that had been discussed in on other subjects, there had been none as 
the committee, were be(<>re the house, and to the selection of the particular documents 
he was confiilent that the house would ivecessary to be printed along W'ith the re¬ 
concur in every alteration which had been port, livery intbrinalion would be before 
made, * the house, and a catalogue of the papers 

Mr. Jf. Thornton was anxious that this not required to be printed, but which were 

subject should be fully explained to the laid on the table, w'ould be added, so that 
house. He had risen to support the state- those papers might at any time be referred 
ment that had been made by the chairman to for particulars. 

of the committee, and to prevent any ira- [Dismissal of the late Mr. Dalbym- 
proper impression being made by the Tlf..] Lord II. Petty, understanding iliala 
statement of the learned gentleman who no objection would be ftiade to his motion, 

bad just sat down. That learned gctillc- after paying a high tribute to the science 

man seemed to think, that the diflerenSe Snd services of the late Mr. Andrew Ihl- 


between the passages of the original re¬ 
port and the alterations made in it, was 
wholly unimportant, whereas, for his own 
party he tliought it by no means trifling or 
unimportant. As the report stood a week 
ago, it expressed a wish to retain those 
stoecure places which were necessary to 
the dignity of U>e cfown* and wen( bn to 
state, that the remainder, with few ckcep- 
tions, ought to be abolished. In this*pas¬ 
sage, the committee expressed a decided 


It t’ceogniked the principle of the fomier 
ltf»nce committee in reserving those sine¬ 
cures, wliioli'Wonld be. the foihiin^ration 
ofligrcat public servicesr and fbr which, if 
pQttfcapfvedf a ptovnioit aUouid^ tbbsti- 


rymple, who had been offered a pension 
equal to his salary as Hydrographer to the 
Admiralty if he ci’ould resign, and on his 
refusal had been peremptorily disiypUscd 
his office, which circfimstanco had acce¬ 
lerated his death, moved for a cojiy of a 
Letter of the lords of the admiralty.dis¬ 
missing the late Mr. Andrew X)alrymj>]c 
from iiis’ofTjce of Hydrographer to. the 
Admiralty. 

Mr. if. Ward had no objection whatever, 
tnjthe production of this and^ every pt)iev 
docuipeflt connecH’d with the .subject, «nd 
went along with the noble lord iti’bpitrtng; 
testimony to the merits apd .serviceji pubc. 
gentirmim whose removal was the.nl:ycct; 
of the noble lord's motioit, • Ho could 


l*AilL I^ATES, June 

each^f sach year^.-f^; A'^HSrtflWiW 


”.93] 

4 (i^r« that npbla lord^ that'the present 
Board of Admiralty felt as forcibly as he 
<^uld, what was due to that gentieman’i 
genius and services. But the real state of 
tliiE! case was, that for several months be* 
fore his dismissalfthe Board of Admiralty 
could not get him to comply with their 
most direct orders. If they directed him 
to supply a particular map or chart to a 
particular vessel, he replied with written 
tolios, containing reasons for his not com* 
plying, which the Board of Admiralty 
could not countenance, and this he had 
done latterly in terms so oflensive as to 
call for some decisive measure on their 
part He had never heard of any offer of 
his full salary to' that gentleman, but the 
letter requiring him to retire, without ad' 
verting in the slightest degree to his numc' 
rous acts of disobedience, was couched in 
the softest terms, and secured to him the 
usual portion of salary retained by public 
oificecs, on retiring from office. 

After a few w'ords from Mr. Horner in 
'praise of Mr. Dalrymple, and from lord 
H. Petty and Mr. Ward, the motion was 
suftered to lie over for to*morrow, to give 
the latter an opportunity of considering 
how far the circumstances of the case could 
be brought under the consideration of the 
house. 

[Criminals.] On the motion of sir 8, 
Romilly, the following Papers were or* 
dered, 1. A Return of the number of 
persons, male or female, committed to the 
several gaols in England and Wales for 
trial at the diflcrcnt sessions and assize.s 
in the years 1800, 1, ‘2, 3, 4, 5, Gf and 
7 ; distinguishing the crimes with which, 
they were respectively charged, and the 
numbers several!/ convicted, acquitted, 
or discharged upon proclamation, or by 
reason of no bill being found against 
them, and the sentences of such as were 
convicted^ and distinguishing also t{ic 
numbers of those capitally convicted, who 
have h^en executed ; and distinguishing 
particularly, in eacli year, the number of 
persons, male or female, committed for pri- 
ratoly stealing in a shop or w'arehouse to 
;he amount of five shillings, and of those 
;ommitted for stealing in a dwelfing*hoiJse 
4>*>the amount, of torty shillings, and of 
hose coinmittcid for stealing cloth from 
deaching grounds to the amount of ten 
hiUing|,‘ and the niudh^rs indfetod for 
lueh seweral oQenceSi; and the numbers 
smvicted capitally upon suc^ indict* 
news/, and the numbers of those so capi- 
ally convk^ited who have' been executed 


in 

the numb'erof l>ersoii< inalebf 
mitted to the several goafs in -Kn^land ahtf 
Wales for trial at the several i^Uarter 
in the said years, distinguishing the ciriinesl 
with which'they wefe respectively eha^^ 
ed, and the numbers severally convicted^ 
acquitted, or discharged upon proclama-t 
lion, or by reason of there not being 
any bills found against tlrem; together 
with the sentences of such as were con¬ 
victed.—3. A Return of the number of 
persons, male or female, who received 
^^entence of transportation at the dillerent 
seasons, assizes, and quarter sessions in 
England and Wales in the said years, dis¬ 
tinguishing the numbers transported for 7 
or 14 years, or for life.—4. A Return of 
the number of persons, male or female,^ 
who have been transported as criminab 
to New South Wales since the first esta* 
UiHiment of tliu colony ; specifying the 
term for which each person was transport¬ 
ed, the date and place of the conviction, 
and the time of embarkation for New 
South Wales.—5. A Return of the number 
of persons who, being under sentence of 
traiLsportatiun, have, in each year since 
the year 1780, died in the hulks.” 

[lIvDE Park.] Mr. Hnski.^son pre¬ 
sented an account of the Land Revenues 
of the crown; on the motion that it do 


lie on the tabic, 

Mr. A^indham, though not .sure that the 
subject to w'hich he was about to allude 
was within the cognizance of the house', 
yet considered it well worth its attention. 
He hud heard lately that it was in contem¬ 
plation to extend the buildings (which had 
already been carried too far), still further 
into Hyde park. Any contraction of that 
scene of public esercise and recreation 
w'oiild b£ extremely injurious to the health 
and comforts of the inhabitants of this great 
metropolis ; and though he was nUt pro* 
pared to make any motion upon this sub¬ 
ject as a topresentative of the people, he 
was entitled to bring a matter of so much 
impo,rtance to their health aPd ihterests 
under the considpratlpn of parliament. 

‘ 'tha Otancellor of the Exchequer at a 
loss, to know what thd right hon. gent', 
meant. He was not aware' that the house 
could interfere with the disposal 'of the 
property of the crown, ivhere an iroptovtf- 
iiiept was intended. When the right bow. 
gent, should give notice^ of this motiop, 
then foe house could judge of the question 
in some^tjlingihle shape. It could scarcely 
be the, right hoti^ geut.^s opinion, ths|t;'An 



IBipf^Vfi^eTit W49 to be qa^de^ ibr lodge' took up bu^ a smalt spajc^f vrhereas'dta 
bwiiipt^ri^yal.dpIbAmst till EefAvted upon maasiottflnd pfficos of a voul# 

^9Pfpi4committee ofjthatbouse* i^me extend pver a cojnsiderable space. 
boitdiags bap dltriog the present admiiii#' Mr. Hrtskit^ observed, that there coiild' 
tratiop been erected iA a corner of tb< not be any danger of favourittsm, or pf tb 
park, not moch.used for the recreation o) beneficial grant to the iidivrdual ndtr, ^ 
the puhlicj wbicdi had led to others. Bu any case of a demise from the crown, '^er 
he could assure that right bon. gent., tha surveyor general of crown lan^, nvas by* 
he knew of no dengn to extend the build* law obliged to report the value of the Ian# 
ings.8o as to contract the park. to be demised, estimated by, professional 

Mr. Wind/tam did not impute blame to surveyors, upon oath, to the treasury. At 
any set of men, but still contended, that to the reports which had cone abroad, they 
this was an interesting subject, and dcserv- were idle rumours, for wnich there was n’t 
ing the attention of the house. . foundation. He certainly had heard somt 

Mr. Creevejf corroborate# what y^acl which had not even the colour of probaii^' 
fallen from his right hon. friend, aneb as- bility,s<lch as that lord Ponsonby and otbw 
serted that a correspondence had taken noble lords were among!)|; the individual* 


who were to have the privilege of erecting 
these buildings. • 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, Jtint 30. , 

[Stamp Duties Bill.] On the mot^ 
for the third reading of this bill. 

The Earl «f Sujblk rose to express hia* 
disapprobation of the principle of the bill, 
and of the hardships to which it wdhld ex^ 
pose persons already labouring under n 
multiplicity of distresses. The noble earl 
instanced the case of seme tenants of hia 
own, upon whom he knew it would press 
nPilh peculiar severity. 

The Earl of Lauderdale would not detain 
their lordships with a repetition of the ob« 
jections to the principle of the bill, which 
be continued to consider as most iniqui¬ 
tous. He should then, however, in th* 
mosUregular and public manner, enter his 
protest against it. 

The Duke of NotfoUc did not rise to 
pose the bill. Burdened as the country' 
already was with a load of taxes, its sita.a- 
tion was perhaps such as, under the pre* 
sent circumstances, to call for and jvkif/ 
some addition to that burden. His ebjeot 
n rising now waf to. avail himself of 4faA 
privilege of a peer of parliament, ofilNt 
lome advice to bis misty’s ministmtt 
Sir K had not beard of any of which the present posture of af&ira sug^ 

the plans alluded to by W Kon. gent, who gested to his mind. He hoped Jt migl^|Mit 
had just sat down, mi oopfid^t be was, be deemed irregular or unparhameMtwryittt 
that they would no|t he cbqntenancfed in oflfer that advice, and pat a fewiqaesUon* 
any nnarter. The accew to the park# was ^ o hjs majesty’s government, at a ffioiiwii* 
so essential to ,tlie health and Mcreation of, vrticn parliament was voting supphea^-Wit 
the peopld of this great (hetrppolis, that! th^ purrqjnt servicM of the year;; 
any beginning pf eneroecKmeht ought to however, his opinten to the hoosei »• maii 
he resUted, If it wsw intended milv foi by no mearts his wish to drw any ansvtMs 
•rect buildings on the site of the riding* from theinmisters which they sttanWl not. 
hoiise,.hesh^d sav that the raW^ouso deem it perfectly proper andsahLie make# 

* YoLxL* * • * • • • . 


place between several of the nobility and 
Mr. Fordyce, on the subject of these 
buildings, and that Mr. Fordyce had been 
so accommodating, as to recommend eo 
the crown, that they should be allowed |p 
build the houses'tney proposed. If the 
precedent of the encroachment were once 
established, the public would, in the end, 
he excluded from the park. iThis was a 
frt object of the attention of that house. 
Besides, the recommendation rpigbt be 
matter of favouritism, of which that house 
should be jealous. He therefore gave no¬ 
tice, that lie should move for copies of the 
correspondence he bad alluded, to. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer had stated 
only, that he knew of no plan fopextend- 
ing buildings so as to contract the park. 
Application, however, had been made to 
the treasury to have superior buildings, in 
the place of very infonor ones now exist- 
jug. 

Mr. Biddulph observed, that if the plan 
were to stop' there it might pot he so ob¬ 
jectionable. But he assured the house he 
had-heard, in a casiml conversation con¬ 
cerning improvemept, of a plan for sur¬ 
rounding thie parks wi^ a belt of houses, 
the profits of which wo»ld defi’ay the ex- 

E snee of building sueha palace as would 
e suitable for a king of this pountiry 
to reside inu 
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u>jd^d> he looked tbnio answem’or obserVa- 
iff^qs at all I'especling the subjects he should 
touch ui)on, unless his majesty’s tninistefs 
thought it consistent >vith theif duty and 
thjB present critical state of aflaii's, to enter 
iiKo some explanation of them. The points 
to which he obviously alluded, and on 
which the public attention most anxiously 
hung, were the present situation of .Spain 
and Sweden. The must wanton ambition, 
the foulest perfidy, the most cruel oppres. 
tion, had lately displayed themselves in 
Spain, to a degree unparalleled, he believed, 
in any age or country. These excesses 
bad fired the Spaniards with l)ecoming 
indignation and resentment, and tlfcy w*cre 
now endeavouring to resist the power which 
was preparing to overwhelm them. Such 
a spectacle must at idl times be interesting 
to Englishmen ; but it must be peculiarly 
so at the present moment. There was no 
man but must wish success to a generous 
people thus struggling in tlie glorious 
cause the maintonance of their indopend- 
^ cnce ; no man, he w'as sure, could more 
cordially wish them success fhan he did, 
or would more willingly concur in the pro¬ 
per means of promoting and ensuring that 
success. But what were the best mode and 
tlie proper conditions by which Spain could 
be assisted ? He dJW not pretend to know 
the .particular circumstances in whi^h 
Spain was placed, or the degree of hope 
that might be entertained of the success of 
those who were endeavouring to resist tlie- 
sternest tyranny, instigated by the most des¬ 
perate ambition, that ever was attempted to 
be exercised by any potentate over the in- 
(le]>endence of nations. Lonis XIV. h was 
true, aspired to universal monarchy, but ifi 
*!a milder way, aftcj with means less terri¬ 
ble. More formidable abilities, and more 
accumulated forces, were now to be con^ 
tended against, and the issue was of the 
highest moment, not only to Spain, but t*o 
this country, to Europe, and the world. 
What part his majecty^s ministers were 
prepsu'cd to act at so critical a juncture, he 
could not conjecture. They bad at pre¬ 
sent in this country delegates from the 
br^ViB people in Spain, who seemed deter¬ 
mined to stem the torrent by wthich they 
were to be swept into servitudt. From 
these) and Ok.her sources, he hoped they 
might be enabled to collect the best infor- 
.metion of the real stat^ of that ccoan^y, 
and of.tjie probability'of success' with 
which 80 ,bo)d and hazardous a struggle 
.might b(^ Attended. With such infjrmation 
l|t^e them, wliat w'ould be their con¬ 


duct ? ^itsHVas thepotet5n>bich‘dltc?fe'9 Eft 
anxiety.*^ Wbuld they Rbldbut encourage¬ 
ment and assistance to'fhe'Spdhldrtfo wilo 
were now in arms a^inkt thb' ihyadCr^, 
before they saw any rortai- of gbverhmcnt 
established in the country with which they 
could communicate? Would they make 
common cause with the^patriots oif Spain, 
before they ascertained the principles upon 
which they were acting,* and the ends 
which they were endeavouring to accom¬ 
plish ? He could not think it politic to 
embark in such a cause, without some 
tjirevious knowledge of the -designs of the 
Spanish patriots, without some more defi- 
nitCL determination of the grounds upon 
which tlicy %vcre proceeding to act. He 
hoped ministeis would, in the pre.scnt case, 
take a lesson from past experience, and 
recollect the result of the interference of 
this country in I.a Vendee. He felt it his 
tpity to throw out these Hints, without cx- 
pceling any detailed explanation of what 
might be the view’s and intentions of his 
majesty’s government.—He now begged 
leave to trouble their lordships w'lth a word 
or tvvt) about Sweden. The situation of 
that kingdom and of its sovereign was also 
highly interesting; respecting the issue of 
the struggle which that gallant prince was 
making against the common oppressor, he 
confes.sed he had his fears. Still, he .should 
have our best a$.sistance, as if our hopes of 
final subcess were most sanguine. Such 
an example was to be supported and up¬ 
held. But should that spirited soverei^ 
be also doomed to yield, we should not be 
inattentive to the fate that was to befal his 
kingdom. If it wJis to be portioned out, 
should not this country look to the interests 
of Denmark, to the future tiew.s of the 
great northern power, and to the attempts 
riiat miglit still be made to assert the in- 
dependance of the nofth of Europe ? Our 
hostility to Denmark could not be very 
keen: we should even be disposed to 
make the amende honorable to hcr-for*what 
had past, and rather contemplate what re¬ 
conciliation and future friendship might 
dleOt, thaii what might gratify present 
hostility. He should trouble their lord- 
ships rto farther, but only hope, that in 
expressing' these his sentiments on the 
■present occasion, he had not been guilty 
of any Irregularity. 

Lora Jiaxoked^ gave‘full cVedit to the 
candid anti cifeumspcct ipanner in which 
the n^ble duke had delivered bis opinions 
upon points of such delicacy. The noble 
duke vm perfectly regOlar in the mode he 
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t^ q£ Ueljvpri^g them, for whei| supplies 
Wre^ to,be grfudte^to his majesty, it was 
iloub^ess open every noble lord to ad¬ 
vise bow dipse,greats ougb^ ^ be applied. 
In ativerting to t|]ie pbiuts to which the 
noble duke had more particularly directed 
the attention of the house# their lordships 
must be sensible that his observations must 
be very general#*and ^bat owing to tlie 
very peculiar,and delicate nature of the 
subject# he. could not at present enter into 
any detailed explanations. With respect 
to Spain# the people of that country had 
manifested a spirit and determination ti^ 
resist the attempts of their invaders# \^ich 
would have done honour to the most«glo> 
rious periods of their history, and v\nich 
perhaps were not to be expected under the 
pressure of such formidable difficulties. 
Such a scene# every man in that house# 
every man in the country, must hail wkh 
the liveliest satisfaction ; and what evc^y 
generous heart lAu.st wish should be done 
in support of so glorious a cause# his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers would feel it their duty 
to do. With regard to >vhat information 
they had received of the designs or the 
hopes of those brave and resolute men# 
w'ho# in defence of their country’s inde- 
pendauce# were exposing themselves (o 
every thing which a powerful and saiigui- 
narv tyrant could devise and inflict# it 
could not be e.\pected he should now 
unfold it. His majesty’s ministers were 
fulFy sensible of the extreme importance 
of this event; and he trusted they would 
be found to have acted accordingly.—The 
situation of Sweden was certainly the next 
in interest and importance# and towards 
the monarch of that kingdom# whose gal¬ 
lant exertions so justly claimed our warm¬ 
est wishes and admiration# the conduct of 
his majesty’s ministers would* also# he 
trusted# appear to be without reproach. 
When the lime came freely to unfold the 
principles and the view's which had guided 
thab conduct# whenever that moment, ar¬ 
rived# he should not shrink from that in¬ 
quiry ; but on tlie contrary# be most for¬ 
ward and eager to court it. He hoped# 
that under circums^mcen like the present# 
he should not be expected to enter into 
any details# but be allowed to expeebthat 
their lordships might be assured that his 
majesty’s government would neglect no¬ 
thing which the nature of the circum¬ 
stances# both'ofthisandof other countries# 
might suggest and-requtre. ^ 

Lord Hollund itiW retained bis objections 
. to^hc bill# on which# howqver, Jie'sbould 


not now a^ain dweli#ibut rather follow tlM 
example of his noble frierid bear'him# and 
shortly express his opinion ofthe . prtisefit 
aspect of afiairs. . W hat was tlic 'extotit of 
the means of the Spanish patriot, or what 
their future views -respei^ing a change *1h 
their government, he did not prcteiid tS 
be accurately informed of. Of the spirit 
that actuated them he had no doubt; andi 
from the nature of the country, and the 
resources which that spirit would supply; 
he willingly took the most auspicious 
omens. It held out a prospect of things 
which authorized the best hopes; and he 
anxiously expected it would be improved 
and taken advantage of. Much would 
depend upon the spirit aad the views with 
which the government of this country 
would now act towai-ds Spain, llis advicb 
wq^, that their spiritshould be most liberal*# 
their views most explicit, their objects 
most distinct# and most plainly understood.. 
If they attempted at all to assist the efforts 
of Spain to resist her invaders, they should 
broadly explain, not only what they in^w. 
tended to no# but also what they did not 
intend to do. Above all# they, should 
convince the Spaniards# that in assisting 
them we ha<l no private interests to pro¬ 
mote, no scirish objects to attain, no 
favourite forms of government to pre¬ 
scribe, no commercial advantage to re¬ 
quire# no exclusive partialities to insist on ; 
that we disinterestedly assisted Spain to 
achieve what the Spanish people w'era 
hazarding every thing to accomplish; 
that w'c vvere consequently willing to 
guarantee the integrity of the Spanish em- 
piref and to negotiate w’ith any form of 
government which the Spanish people werq 
disposed to' adopt# o^Vith any family 
which they might choo'se to call to the 
<throne# if they decided on a monarchical 
form# whether liinited or unlimited. Not 
la moment should be lost in laying dowfi 
agreements of that nature. The lime for 
acting was the present moment# and his 
inajcsty.’s ministor.s •would be seriously 
resjjonsible# if, for any petty consider¬ 
ations# such as those he had alluded to, the 
opportunity should be lost. lie. shaulU 
again repeat# that the ground of co-ope¬ 
ration ahd assistance lictween the two 
countries, should be hroad, liberal,'knll 
thoroughly understood on Iwth sides, 
t The Duke of Norfolk could by no meatfs 
assent to a principle laid dowa by his 
noble friend; he meant the guaranletili^ 
the int€%rity of the Spanish emplie. -.He 
considered the Spanish possessibm in'SdiiHt 
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A1h«ri€i M to$t ^oxti the Mrflsetft moment, 
aiW' w.tered for erer from the mother 
ehtintry. It was, therefore, for the ^iverti- 
ntent of this couihiy, a commerctai and 
nm^itime naticm, to watoh the fall of the 
Spanish colonies. * He' could not other* 
tnse look with security and satisfaction to 
the British interests in that quarter.—^The 
hHl was then read a third time. 

' [Htde Park.] Earl Grosvenor rose to 
call the attention of the house to certain 
rdmours that had gone abroad, of an in¬ 
tention to erect a number of buildings, so 
as to obstruct the view of the park, which 
contributed so much to the pleasiye and 
the health of the inhabitants of the metro¬ 
polis, while it wohtd materially injure the 
property of several individuals, lie was at 
a loss w'hat mode to adopt, in order to 
brins: the matter under their lordshijjs’ 
consideration ; but as it regarded the wcl- 
iRire of the public, he must think there was 
some mode or other of submitting it to the 
cohsidcration of parliament. 

•' The Lord Chancellor and die earl of 
Lauderdale insisted that it was highly un- 
parliamontary to interfere in the private 
concerns of the crown. . The duke of Nor¬ 
folk observed, that if the noble lord should 
hereafter cbntrivc to bring the question 
before the house, he would pledge himself 
to prove that the public were more inte'r-i 
ested in the property of the crown than in 
the property of any individuals. 

[Curates’ Residence Bill.] Upon the 
onler of the day fur the third reading of 
this bill. 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire renewed his 
objections to the bill at some length. * 

« Lord Harrawby jiupnorted the bill upon 
the same grounds he had advanced upon a 
former debate. 

The Lord Chancellor expre^ed bimseir 
«s desirous as any man could be to provide 
amply ftr every degree of the clergy, so 
as to enable them to maintain the respect¬ 
ability and dignity of their sacred charac¬ 
ter} Hut he was mbeh afraid this bill 
woakttiot answer the end which It pro¬ 
posed. He clearly foresaw it'would be 
productive of humerous vexations, which, 
Mistead of promoting the interestfof reli- 
would'mther tend to injure them, 
when the Residence bill passed that house, 

U bad been proposed by a short clause, to 
make a provhrion for curates; Uht.th&t 
alinise hall been rejected, and he Was per¬ 
haps as ittkeh to blame as any oth^ person 
Itd'the fbUtire of that Clause, viewing, 
kAvever, th^ present bill .in the light he 
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did, he-c^jld not give it his support^ ;t»>t 
as his objections were pitncipaliy groendt 
ed on what he conceived of its efructs,> sai a 
lawyer, he wouhl wish the reverend bench 
would give their opinions on it, which 
could not fail to have great weight with 
the house. 

The Bishop of Rochestef;, in consequedcc 
of this appeal, rose and said, that the dio¬ 
cese over which he presided was s» sroail^ 
as not to furnish a snfiibient number of in¬ 
stances by which any criterion for jud^ 
ment could be established. He could,' 
however, assure their lordships, that this 
was S' measure to which he had paid great 
attention, w'ith a view of extending all the 
relief, comfort, and convenience possible 
to those meritorious and active labourer 
in the vineyard for w horn provision was 
intended by the present measure; he re¬ 
gretted, however, that the bill in its pre¬ 
sent* form was completely inadequate to 
accomplish the object which their lordships 
had in view, and, above all, that it could 
not have that immediate and beneficial 
effect expected by the liberal and humane 
right reverend prelate, who chiefly sup¬ 
ported it. Their lordships must be aware 
that nothing could tend so efiectually 
to the support and maintenance of the 
establishea religion as union amongst its 
clergy. This was an object so desirable, 
that every well wisher of the church must 
feel strongly inclined to encourage and 
support it; but surely the proper line to 
be followed was not tnat which the clauses 
of this bill went to introduce, under the 
sanction of the legislature. The curate and 
the rector would be set at variance in the 
first instance, and then their superiors were 
to be involved in thef contest by the power 
of appeal ; so that from beginning to end 
thSre woifld be nothing but one scene of 
confusion, distrust, and .jealousy. He cer¬ 
tainly ytas as liberally disposed as any 
man towards 4be inferior classes of the 
clergy, but until some effectual plan sh&uld 
be Introduced for afferding them complete 
relief, he was not inclined to disturb' the 
pre.sent order of tl^ings^ 

Tile Bishops of -Hereford and Carlisle 
coincided With the right reverend prelate 
in hill view of the subject. 

The Bishop of Loidan regretted the ne¬ 
cessity which he felt of dissenting from th4 
right rev. prelates who had just delivered 
their opinions; but, {lainful as it was fbr 
him to<)e in that situation, - he still felt it 
ineumhent on him to give bis feeble sup¬ 
port to ;bis‘billj he WHS cotiVin#ra 
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jLbAt il.'vi^hi jircmot# the intefestfl ofte- 
Kf^iontLendi^ere^ilioittl secwity tot^ 
.estaUisHf^ chdrch. 

Lord JImQke$bwy toppprted the bill« and 
eaid, that the right bon. and learned gent 
who brought ta the bill for the residence 
of the clergy, had expressly declared thai 
a better provision should be made for the 
curates, by a subsequent measure, and 
under •that impression he had supported 
that bill. When that bill was brought into 
the house of lords, a clause to make a 
better protision for curates was then pro* 
posed, and the noble and learned lord w^s 
one of those who particularly objeej^d to 
it; so that he thought the present bil^ught 
to pass, in order that a proper provision 
might be made for so large and deserving 
a body of the clergy as the curates. 

The Bishop-of London bore testimony to 
what had been urged by lord Hawkesliury 
by sayibg, that he had himseli; wben^the 
Hesidence bill was before the bouse, pro¬ 
posed the clause in favour of the curates 
which had been alluded to; and he recol¬ 
lected, that the noble and learned lord had 
then particularly objected to it, on the 
ground that it should be the object of a 
separate bill. It had now been introduced 
in a separate bill, and he thought that bill 
should pass, for if it did not, he was afraid 
this would be the last time it would be at¬ 
tempted. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that thus called 
on, he must beg leave to say a few words.* 
He acknowledged he had opposed the 
clause alluded to, and which had been 
brought in by the rev. prelate who spoke 
last, and he had already mentioned it this 
evening, and taken blame to himself on 
that accouAt. He then very much wished 
the Besidence bill should pass, and be and 
other noble lords who thought* with Mm, 
were apprehensive that if Uiat clause was 
tacked to it, the bill would be lost. He 
owned they had been mistaken, but that 
wfti? the real cause of their objection. He 
observed his noble foiend (lord Hawkes- 
brny) smiled at what he said, but if be 
meant it in doubt of what hCisaid, he would 
not bear it; for he*had'already ^pressly 
SBcintionedthe circumstance.ijefore either 
the noble lord or the rev. prelate had al¬ 
luded to the clause ia question. The noble 
lord.had saldi that a right bon. and learned 
Mnt. who brought ia the Residerice bill, 
had pledged himself that a separate bill 
should he brought in for the better proyi.- 
aion of Curates. If any jnaa coujd alter 
hia aentiments on the. present bUb it would 
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be, that right hen-.and lAtVne^ .-hill 
he believed, he nettherettfjqdenlW 
siohs on, nor voted for tW preeeh[t bfi|; 
not even the high respect and ai^qldqi} -^ 
entertained for him coidd. prevail. 
to countemmee a meagum, which,' hf i jiy 
conscience, he believed to be so preginoh^ 
with ve^tatious and mischievous effects., t 
The Archbishop of Canterbury said tlu^ 
he was perfectly satisfied with the prin¬ 
ciple of the bill, but there were some ^ 
the clauses which he thought would ^ atr 
tended with injurious effects, and woul4 
introduce ve.xation and mischief; he sboi^ 
therefore vote that the bill be rejected, 
Th^ question being called for, the 
was rejected without a division. 

[Maynooth College.] On the que^ 
tion that the Apprtipriatioh act be read i 
third time, j 

Lord Jlolland objected to it on fhc 
ground he had done yesterday, relative.fo 
the alteration in the grant to Maynooth 
College. • j 

Lord Hawkesbuiy, for the reasons he had 
before assfgned, defended the alteration.' 

The Duke of Beefford condemned the al¬ 
teration in the grant. ' 

The Earl of Laudetdak termed it a itnv 
row-rninded, parsimonious saving; and 
was sorry to find, that after ministers bad 
^expressed their wishes that all terras of 
asperity against the Catholics should be 
avoided, as well as every thing that might 
tend to irritation among them, they should 
have coupled two such transaqtions, as the 
sending back tp Ireland, loaded with ho¬ 
nours, a man, who bad in a most illiberal 
matiner always shewn* himself a bitter 
enemy of the Catholics, and this paltqr 
saving of 3,500/. preuiqusly granted them 
for the better educating, at home, priesfo 
to superintend the religion of the great 
mass of the people; which, taken togethm:, 
could not fail, in his opinion, to cause the 
greatest irritatiqn*'—The Bill iVastben read 
a third time. * '; 

[PnOTESt AOAINS1*THE SuGAR DfSTILLA- 
TION Bill.] On the third reading of this 
Bill, the following Protest was entered 
upon the Journals of their lordships :*vi8( 

“ Di^ntient, 1st. Because, when wu 
consider that the price of wheat was^nol 
higher tlmn 72s. pr quarter, ndr thepril^ 
qf barley more tnhn 40f, on the 
May, wbout which time it was first pmn 
posed to stop file di^illeries. Under rflfo 
pretended notion of an approaching^ scam’ 
city, afid that the price of prbeativ^ 
75s. 0d. and of^barley 44s. 9^. ' 0 Q^i^ tsi 
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of Jan. 1802, at which time tl)e prohihi* 

^KK), imposed in Dec. 1 SOI, was done away 
^y. the Icgislatare; it is obvious that this 
jneasure proceeds upon grounds perfectly 
different from those prohibitions which 
wcKi enforced in t^e 35th, 3bth, and 41st 
years of his majesty’s reign.—Because, as 
we learn from the Report of the Com¬ 
mittee, communicated to this house by the 
house of commons, that this measure was 
recommended < with a view to apply as 
apeedy a relief as possible to the case of 
Cne West India planters,’ and that nothing 
in the evidence before them could have 
induced them to propose amcasureso hurt¬ 
ful ; independent ot that consideration, we 
feel it our duty to, protest against a prin¬ 
ciple so novel and dangerous as that of 
depriving the agriculturist of the benefit 
he derives from the demand created 1^ 
the distilleries, for the sole purpose of a 
temporary relief to the distresses of any 
other classes of the community.—Because 
we see great reason to reprobate, in the 
steongest terms, that principle of commer¬ 
cial legislation, now for the*first time 
adopted, which sanctions the temporary 
relief of*those who have embarked their 
capital in one branch of industry, by im- 
|>osing hardships on those whose capital is 
engaged in promotihg the national prospe¬ 
rity through the means of another branch 
of industry..^—It appears to us, that, if th^ 

5 rice of cotton goods were at any time re- 
uced so low, Irom the abundance of the 
jitock ini hand, that they were sold at a loss 
to the manufacturers, it would be a system 
new and injurious to prohibit, on that ac¬ 
count, certain classes of the community 
Irom wearing woollen cloth, Yet it is upon* 

.tliis principle th&t^ the industry of the 

g irmer, whose exeVtions arc generally ac- 
nowledged to be the most beneficial to«| 
the community, is now to bo depressed, 
for the purpose of affording an uncertain; 

4 iid, at best, a temporal^ relief to the 
West India planter. LAmiEiioALE, 

f « Suffolk and Berks, 

Selkirk.” 


nOVSE OF COMMONS, 

Thursday, June 30. ' . 

Punishments in the Army.] 
rose, and shortly observea, 
tKetihflol^ect of his mofton was,^ for tjic 
bringing regularly before the 
disow^iiaH Of the house in the course of 
session, a matter whichr.he con- 
to be of the Grst importance, and 

•uSri' •■ * 


which h^\already been dij|cuwed,mci(^nt- 
ally. He Concluded, moYihg,7fThat 
there be laid before the. hoUse,.jewly ip 
the next session of parliament^ Rcgimmital 
Returns of all Corpbral Punishments sen¬ 
tenced and inflicted during the last ten 
years, ending on the 1st of Jan. 1808, in 
every regiment of Regulars, Militia, Gar¬ 
risons, and Artillery ; * specifying the 
causes, the sentence, and tl^e numjber of 
lashes given at one or more periods.” 

The Seertiary at War rose to give the 
motion his decided negative, and he trust¬ 
ed that the house would coincide with him 
in the^vote he should give. lie would not 
enter ^nto much argument upon the sub¬ 
ject, as the hon. baronet had not prefaced 
his motion with many observations; but 
he would appeal to the house and to the 
hon. baronet himself, whether any good 
coUbsequences w-cve likely to result from 
such,a motion, at this particular time? 
For his part, he was convinced, that it 
could produce no good, and might pro¬ 
duce great evil. On this ground, he 
would have opposed the motion, even If 
tlic return moved for had been a simple 
paper, nhich was already in the hands of 
all the members. Although he had al¬ 
ready given his opinion on the subject 
when it was discussed incidentally, yet he 
should now repeat, that there was nothing 
which hi.story made more evident than 
that a body of men subjected to military 
idiscipline, and governed by a particular 
law, were much more to be depended bn 
in the field than those who were not so 
disciplined. If this, then, were to be con- 
sidered as a general truth, he saw no rea¬ 
son why, at the present moment, and with 
such an enemy as we have now to contend 
with, thiUthc discipline which had so long 
subsisted Jn the British army ,should now 
be shaken. It appeared to him that great 
evil might be producecT from this question 
being agitated among the, common sol¬ 
diers. lie was perfectly. avvare of«thc 
competence of the house to discuss this or 
any other subject which should be brought 
before them relative to the army, as it 
was competent ro. tlKim to address his 
majesty*on all such subjects.; but, at the 
same time, it would -be for the discretion 
of the house, and also for the discretion’of 
the individual member who brought for¬ 
ward such motions, to consider whether 
they could be productive o|' any good, anti 
whether, on the other hand, they were nqt 
likely to produce much pais^ief.—No 
raembbr rising to speak, ^ ^ “ 
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Sir PrancU Bmdett ro86, ia r^ly to what of determining# according'to their duneni^ 
had fallen from tRe right hqn. the Secre- tion, upon the information so reeelv^. 
taryatWar. He was extremely aarprised If the information was laid before the 
at the manner in v^iich his motion had house, and the house, upon delibet^te 
been received by that right hon. gentle- consideration, found ^that the systdhi of 
man, as it appeared to him, that a matter corporal punishment could not be got rid 
of greater importance, or more peculiarly of, it would at least be satisfactory to the 
important in ii«e present times, could not public to know, that the subject had occn- 
possibly be submitted to the consideration pied the serious attention of the legislature, 
of th^ nouse^. lie thought they would ilo It might, perhaps, be found, that the sys- 
ill by the country, and that they would do tern was at least capable of receiving a 
ill by its gallant army, if they were to good deal of mudilication; and that it 
leave out of their consideration entirely should not be left to the caprice, folly, 
the suflerings to which that army, and foe or accidental disposition and character bf 
individuals that composed it, wetf daily miniUof particular commanders, what pa- 
oxposed. If this consideration waf at all nishtneni those under their command were 
times due to the army, it was more, pccu- to be subject to. It was well known in 
liarly due to it at a time when it comprised the army, that under one oflicer cor|>ordI 
so considerable a portion of our popula- punishments were seldom or never known 
tion, and when, by the institution of the ih a regiment; but that when the same 
Local Militia, every man in England w'as regiinenl passed under the command of 
afi’ccted by the.military code of the c8nn- another officer, they became frequent. It 
try.—He did not think that considerations was in vain to say tliat the character of 
of that nature should be answered by old the Engli.sh soldiers made the frequetnay 
trite ob-senations, of military di.sciplinr oftliose penishments necessary ; for it was 
being a necessaiy thing, and of disciplined wcllknown, that some oflicers, much to 
troops being better than those that weie their credit, pre.served the discipline of 
undisci[dincd. Such general observations their regiments, and increased their re- 
were not of weight enough to be entitled putation, w ithout often recurring to this 
to put a stop to all discussion upon the mode of punishmentwhereas there were 
subject. As to the objection of the great other officers, under whom it was much 
difficulty in obtaining such leturns, he 'practised, and it was not remarked that 
could not but conceive that thpse returns their regiments were much improved by 
could be easily procured from ciciy regij it. He should not hesitate to name a par- 
ment in the service. As to the great ticular regiment in illustration of his 
danger that there was supposed to be in argument. The loth Light Dragoons had 
parliament meddling at all with the dis- loi mcrly gained reputation fur discipline 
cipliiie of tfie array, he was enabled, in at ,home, and for good conduct when 
support of his own opinion, to cite the au- abroad. It had, as he understood, beqja 
thority of Mr. Justice Blackstone, w'ho in for nearly eight ycar| finder the command 
speaking of the Mutiny Act, said, " That of an officer w ho was nbt fond of inflicting 
the Mutiny Act was an act hastijy pcni^ed, corporal punishments, and in the space m 
and he wisht'd that it should be,*some time eight years there had been, as he under- 
or another, submitted to the deliberate I stood, but six corporal punishments in thb 
consideration of parliament.” It was not, regiment, which w^as at that time remark* 
therefore, extraordinary that he should able for its discipline and good conduct. 
viSlv tlie Subject in the same light that That regiment ha^ however, now got 
Blackstone viewed it, or that he should another commander (the duke ofCumbsr- 
think that this was a time peculiarly proper land); and while it was under his com- 
for such a consideration. When the whole niand, he was informed that there bad been 
population of the country were tNBComing no less t^an SOpunisliment'sinless than half 
military, and perhs^ ought to become that penod ; and he was told that the 
military, at suen a time it was peculiarly regimoiil was likely to be spoil^t^He 
necessary that the military code should be thought it w as most evident soMiMt 
made as congenial to the feelings of the should ^ot be left, in this respfiot,* 
nation as was consistent with the proper capnceor accidental character 
ends of military discipline. He could not foicnt individuals who shonltl happen, lo 
see w'hat ol^ectioii there was to firoduc- command it. The right horn scscnttCiV 
ing information upon the subject,.as the .said, that discipline must be ke^texlpL in aA 
iidnse would have afterwards th^ power army: this wav a tiling whicl^ every body 
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ka^^; bat other ermies, kept *up their cavalry vreiiprau^fiiltpf/jt 9 trtha 9 ^^,^‘ 
dtocfipline without having recourse to the time the hoq, baronet aHndiM tn. and 
punishment of the lash. Tlie enemy with on that account the punishments mij^t ha 
v^m we were contending, had also disci- supposed to be mor^ aumerouf. ne ax^ 
plkied armies, ^though there were no ticipated the feelings of the honse, am} the 
such disgraceful ponlihments in his armies, disapprobation they would express to tba 


He womd not believe that there was any 
thiim in the character of English soldiers 
whira required a much greater severity of 
troatment than any other army, peihaps 
with the exception of the Russian army. 

Lord Castlerea^h was surprised at the 
kon. baronet having conceived that this 
was' a proper period to bring forward such 


motion. He conceived the statement was 
a most injurious ‘misrepresfntation of our 
military code. No soldiers excelled the 
English soldiers in their attachment to 
their king, and their fidelity to their 
country, or who testified it more, when 
their fidelity and attachment were put to 
the test. He was sure that the majority 


amotion. He hardly knew how to argue of thatthouse, and the great mass of the 
against the hon. baronet, as their views country, would disapprove of interfering 
upon almost every subject were so totally with the established discipline, 
different, that there was scarcely a point Sir Geo/;ge Warrmder was of opinion, 
of coincidence. He w'ondered, nowever, that the full rigour of the military code 
that if the lion, baronet felt the subject of ought not to be applied to the local militia. 
80 great importance, be should have slept But with respect to its application to the 
over it until the session was just upon the regular army he differed v^idely from the 


close. If the returnq could be made, and 
it appeared that punishments were fre¬ 
quent, that W'ould not support |he argu¬ 
ment of the hon. baronet, as it would be a 
greater pVoof of the existence of offence 
roan of the impropriety of the punishment. 
The motion of the hon. baronet, connected 
with the observations be had formerly 
ipade, did look like a settled and syste¬ 
matic intention to bring the military code 
of the country into disrepute. In the 
Trench code, to which he appeared to 
give so great a preference, the officers 
could, without any trial, inflict the punish^ 
meot of death, upon any soldier whom he 
should conceive to have committeil an 


hon. baronet, as he did almost on every 
thing he brought before the house. It 
was not only by the previous form of a 
court martial that the arbitrary inflictioii 
of punishment was guarded against, but 
by the inspection of the visiting general 
omcers, who were to see the regiramtal 
returns of the courts martial, of the pia< 
nishments that should have taken place, 
and of the degree and manner in which 
those punishments should have been exe¬ 
cuted ; of* all which particulars the com- 
blander in chief required particular reports 
to be made to him. The genetal otficers 
were also instructed to inquire of the men, 
as they passed the companies, wbetiiee 


offence that deserved it. When they had ,they had any grievance to compleia ofi 
sifch a power, corporal punishment might With all these checks there could be no 
not be so necessary. * If corporal punish- instance pf wanton or capiiciobs punish- 
ntent existed in our ai’my, it was Mcause ,ment. The use of the cane was entirely 
by the ^glish code no man's life or per- laicf aside fn consequence of the denunci- 
son could be touched or shaken wit^t idion of his majesty's severe displeasure. 


the decision a>f a cinnpetent tribunal. The 
hen. baronet bad, howqvev, found an op- 
pOTinoity to insinuate that punishments 
m thd army depended on the caprice, 
folly, or passion of commanding officers, 
and ffl mention the name of an illttstrkMia 
commander. He must hare knoum, how< 


He thought it necessary to state tbesg iacts, 
to prevent thwpublic mind from receiving 
a false impression on a matter so ifii* 
portant. 

Lord Folkeahne sepported the motion of 
the hon, baronet. , He^preed entirely in 
the eulogium which wa$ bestowed by ^ 


ever, that no roan could be punished in n^le lord on the icheracter of English soU 
the ttroy, but by the sentence of a court- diers*^ but he thought that very eulogium 

b iiartl al , the roembeis of which were upon — -- *“ -—*'— 

their,oaths. The house might thereforo 
judge with what degiee *pf liberality an'd 
caimour it was that be drew his views, 
what be had stated to hav|i tdken 
jnhre in one particular regiment He 


was an argument in favour of the xnotion, 
as it shewed that such nien did not deserve 
to be subjected to moro dk^praceful cf 
severe punishments, tlian ware thorn in 
the other armies of tlm world. The nobln 
lord, hpwever, had advenoed no- raasmi 


moat also observe, that the regiments of against ,the motiop of die ho^ buDOKt^ 
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th« sokfien, ^hich wAulid'firoD^I^I^ bl 
apiMtlnted*. <He tii«reftv«tigiiigblil w«y^ 
do no good to turn the ettonkioii. iff, 


although he bad made aome ^nimenta 
d^n nt*%}»edlt!h.« Ifby the thtprm me¥ed 
Hf, H AKnildapffear that those {Duniah* 
ihents Were itotVery iVequeiit, and that 
they Were administengd in a steady, eaeii, 
eoUrse of jtMtice, then the production of 
Mch a return would be the best anstver 
that could be given to the speech of tbe 
worthy baronets on the contrary, it 
appeared (as he believed no gentleman 
out of that house would deny), that the 
system of punishment was by no means 
uniibrm or regular, but was diflerent in 
one regiment from another, and in the 
same regiment, when it changed its coA> 
mander, he thought it was evideift that 
that was not an equal or impartiaf code, 
and that the system ought to be reformed 
or modified. Tlie object of the motion 
was to find out the manner in which this 
military code nas exercised. It was ncll 
known that every regiment was subject to 
the same military code, and yet, if Ithis 
code in some regiments, or under some 
oiiicers, should be found infinitely more 
severe than in others, it was necessary to 
guard those regiments, and the army at 
large, from the consequences of the caprice 
qf individual oiiicers. 

Mr. Windham did not conceive that such 
return would enable the house to form a 
correct judgment on the subject. It ap¬ 
peared to him that the principal thing 
which was to protect the soldier from ca 
pricions punishment, was cfli'cted in this 
country by making a court-martial neces-* 
sary before punishment could be inflicted. 
He thought that by the Freticii code, the 
soldier was more exposed to capricious 
punishment, as he had not the benefit of a 
trial. He hoped that the evil would be 
corrected m a gradual rnmner; ami he 
thought that it would be best efliictcd by 
countenancing those officers wHb kept up 
the discipline of their regiments without 
making those punishments oflen neces¬ 
sary, and by discountenancing those who 
oiHy preserved the discipline of their 
jcgiments by the frequency and severity 
of corporal pimwhments. itc thought tbe 
feelings of the offi^ra,,and the f.i:>hioii of 
tbe Service, would do moi'e to diminish 
4hese pudishinefnts, than could safely be 
done by the legislature. 

Karl Ihnple said, that his principal ob- 
jectloti tp the motion was, that it miglit at 
the present moment do harm, aitd that it 
couM not do* good. If the motion was 
agreed to at the close of the selsion. it 
Wouht hold out hopes and expectuiions to 
•Via. XI. 


to 

ansra to die sobject'i buS* tbhS iti; 
nught do a gteatdeal oi good, to fasnr* 
attention of tito differed oomraan4in&«iM<- 
cers directed to the Uhnsideration w tiie' 
subject. In that point of view onfy if, 
appeared to him that good could result, 
fl-om the agitation of this question. Per-, 
haps the different commanding 
might, by consulting together upon ^ 
subject, find out other punishments tbnt 
would be equally efiectual in keeping up ■ 
the discipline of those regiments, witpquh 
being;so obnoxious to the feelings «f matt 
in general. I^e did not conceive, ^ how¬ 
ever, that the motion tbe hen, larooet 
had justly subjected him to any reproof, 
as It was notoi ious that the punishment of 
Cho lash was much less frequent in foreign 
armies tiian in ours. 

]Mr. Lockhurt was decidedly adverse to 
the m’oduction of such returns.. They 
w’ouki be only gtviifg to tbe bouse the 
groans ofjhe sufferers, w itbout giving the 
evidence upon which they received their 
sentenres. Corpnial piinislimeiit was not 
peculiar to the army, but might be in¬ 
flicted by the sonteni u uf the judges for 
various uflcnces at titP common law. A 
soldier hud, ill addition to the court-martial 
ithat tried liim, (he advantage of an appeal 
to the coniiuandcr in chief, tiho might 
order a general court martial, and he had 
jcUnlly known a case wlieie a soldier had 
ubtamid a new trial upon such an appuid, 
and was acquitte i.—^'fhe house then dU 
vided : For tbe muliou } Against it 77, 
—5l ijority 73. 

[Hyde PAnK.") Mt;. Cren-ey rose, in 
consequence of the iiAtice he had given, 
fur the purpose of biiiiging befoie the 
house the intended encroachments inllyd,e 
Paik. It would be unnecessary foi- him to 
endeavour to impress ujiun the house thn 
great ads'Biitas^s which tbe * populnlioa 
of this 1 ast metiupulis derived fiuin liavihg^ 
access to the three Parks. It wa^ there¬ 
fore, a subject of cousidorabie ngretfta 
him, to find there was a ]>ljn in c<uit<^-^ 
piation for devoting a great pait of 0y^* 
Wrk to'jprivate eJifires. It wa^ -a 
ungracious thing in any officer to 
meinl tohismijevty that 
it should be greHttul out for such put j 
He woftid not dyny that the k|^g[ 
right of doing so; Inti w hep it*wnf 
sideicd that "witimt t&tse' few ymto, liU 
public !liad paid no legi fbau 7(,Cw/t’^fQ| 
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tKe iibproTement of (lie Pai k^ he could 
notpbelp Tfaitiking tl»a« they he4 «• pretty 
gedd'olaim to the we of (hem E( least, it 
«ra3*«aid that the propoaed plan would 
distend oniy to eight houaes, but if the 
bui|diii^ were onee begun, he was con> 
vinoed the systemewouid go on. These 
eight houses would not be the last. When 
On a former evening he made use of the 
word • favouritism/ he did not mean to 
■ imply that any political favouritism was 
•hewn by the Crown Surveyor; but he 
certainly did mean to say, that an im¬ 
proper preference was likely to be -given 
-by that person, and that some individuals 
nearly connected with him were to^btain 
that preference. It was no excuse to say, 
that persons whose political opinions did 
not accord with those ^of that ^ntlcman, 
were also to obtain 'grants ot the same 
kind. The object of nis motion W'as the 
production of the correspondence between 
Mr. Fordyce and the lords of the Treasury, 
for the purpose of procuring their consent 
‘to the leases which hV was atmutto execute. 
-Should the correspondence be granted to 
•‘bins, it was his intention to follow it up 
hy an aildfess to his majesty, praying that 
he would be graciously pleased to leave 
Hyde Park in its present state. 

Mr. Hmhuiy Tra(ty seconded the mo¬ 
tion. He censured the plan of curtailing 
‘Hyde Park; but if the measure svas pori 
•sfevered ih, he wished the chancellor of the 
exchequer would include him among tiiosc 
to whom lots were to be giveiu 

'iltc Chanedhr t(f the Exchequer observed, 
fhat no ground had been laid for the 
motion, and that it would ill become the 
house to interpme between his niajlssty I 
fnd the exercise of one of his undoubted* 
rights. It was to \>r presumed that on this 
Occasion he would act with the same bene¬ 
ficence and conscienUous re^rd to the* 
interest* and convenience of bis subjects 
that had marked the sshole of bis reigm 
There wes'no rcastm to pappose bis ma¬ 
jesty would make anV improper grants. 
The plan, in fact, b^d not yet been sub¬ 
mitted to him. It was oniy a few days 
ago that it ^as laid before the Treasury. 
'‘WiW propriely, therefore, in this 
(ii^gdfoPthe business, Couhl the hon. meni- 
uphn the house to interfere ? 
Wah no inlention to convert the 
iplmkito'a tovni,'*and for any purjioSes pf 
^in to turh that which was now 
iishd- fn' reereattmt intd streets. $uc|i 
'• u meet, and deservedly,. With ‘ 

*]^eneraf rej^hbatioh. But hu c£utd not 


ds tliat 
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see upoWwbat grounds that houM could 
call upon bis Bftigesi^’td ’rkfoofn mtn tfie 
moderate eitercite or dii iiridoubfe<rri{fbf. 
As to •favouritism, he Wodki assinfe the 
hon. gent, it was nqt intended to give an 
undue preference to any person. The 
grants were to be the subject of fair and 
open coiiipetition; and they who might 
succeed in obtaining tbfm, would Itntf, 
that they occupied «the most expensive 
houses, by far, in the mutropolis. 'As he 
bad before observed, no case had been 
made out, and he must, therefore, oppose 
the motion. 

s Mr. Windham contended, that this was 
a sublet, of all others, ht for the interpo¬ 
sition of the house, and that this was pre¬ 
cisely the moment when it should inter¬ 
pose. The plan, it appeared, was almost 
completely arranged, and if the house did 
notaddiess his majesty now, they would 
hafe no other opportunity of doing so. 
By the time they next piet, the houses 
probably would be half built, or, at least, 
so far advanced ns to render it impossible 
to discontinue the plan. Against the plan 
he must enter his protest. He was not 
quite sure that his majesty possessed the 
right of disposing of the park in the way 
proposed. It would be a satisfaction to 
him to know how the crown and the 
public stood in that respect, ami whether 
It had not given op the right wltich it was 
now intended to assert, in consequence of 
the puym'ciit from the Consolidated Fund. 
It was idle to suppose the plan would not 
go on if it W'ere once begun, and that it 
would be limited to eight houses. 'Ibcse 
Iiouses would go on, co-operating with 
other liouscs, until it would be no longer 
a park. Indeed, it could scarcely be 
called so at present, for it wa'b almost in¬ 
vested with houses. On one side there 
w&s Knightsbridge, grown into a consider¬ 
able town; on another, .Kensington. There 
was also a great town starting up .on the 
northern side.* Now, if in addition to these 
a number of bouses should be erccted,*^e 
power of veget-ation would be completely 
destroyed. The park would no longer 
be that sbcpe of bh^tli and recreation it 
formerly was. ^t was a saying of lord 
Chatharh/that the parks were the lungs of 
Lontlon. He eould 4evtse no means mord* 
efleetoal fur thb desti-uction 'of these longs 
tbaif'the proposed, plan. The^great in¬ 
crease of tne metropolii haight be^attribut- 
ed to the desire which every man felt to 
•gw a^jit were' into the counf|y j *to go a 


fiftle l^rthcr towards it than I 


I neighbolir. 

* • 
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hWdfof paries, beii^ d«eorated 
wii}i jgcattQA aiiri ttfmples, bat^ere m» a 
plan tttriecorata a park with houses.; as if 
a.scitizetiiwho should l^ave Whitechapel on 
a Sunday evening to get a little fresh air, 
would feel much'gratified when he arrived 
at Uyde<«Brk to see nothing but houses. 
He tvould most probably think that be had 
seen enough of these in the course of his 
walk.* Ilydo park would not admit of be¬ 
ing contracted, and he trusted that this 

f lan of decorating it, by setting a few 
.ondon houses in the midst of it, would be 
abandoned. He was glad of an opporlyi- 
nity of marking out these conseqi^nces. 
There were but few marks of royal>isplen- 
dour in the metropolis. Though he did 
not think so lowly of St. James's as others, 
yet still he must say, that if it did not look 
like a palace, it did not look like any 
thing else: certainly, not like a pr^atc 
house. That and the paries were the qnty 
signs that London was ever used as a 
royal residence. He protested therefore, 
against any project intended to convert 
these into a source of emolument. The 
inconveuience that would result from it 
would infinitely outweigh any advantage 
that would be derived from it. He was 
glad that this discussion had taken place. 
It would not be without its use, if it shdhld 
prevent the execution of a plan which, to 
speak of its consequences in the mildest 
w'ay, must at least produce very considera¬ 
ble dissatisfaction. * 

Mr. Shtridwi said, that agreeing as he 
did in every wonl which fell from bis 
right hon. friend, he would only trouble 
the house with a few words. It was well 
known that he w'as extremely anxious to* 
promote the improvement of the metro¬ 
polis, and particularly of the city of West¬ 
minster; but in all the plauo whicl) he* 
had supported and recommended in that 
view, it was a principle with him not to crib* 
one inch finm any of, the parks. He could 
net conceive upon what grounds it was, 
that the surveyor of the crown lands sup¬ 
posed bis msyesly would give, his con¬ 
currence ,to,so ridiculous and unjust a plan, 
as that in coqte^plafion. The^park was 
already sufficiently enerqaeWd upon. Ha- 
inilton-place was -botb an ^croaohment 
and a nuisance. . He had>becn to visit It 
that morning, ard such a gibbet-like ereo- 
tioD hemover saw. 1( was all angles and 
.prelections. ^ There alpo that heavy 
lump. B^thqrst - llouse, which Jie could 
compare to .nothing but a tub of brjek. 
'^he planj he understood, was td erect a 
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number, ofhousea paadlel.arith;IPhrMA^ 
but to build «aIy -oppo^meMi;|Uld>b«f 
houses. But was not the! mean hmstoiM 
dear to the proprietor, as the'.sifimufid 
mansions of lerds Grotwenor and 
were to those noblemen^ DidhbboC in 
fact, pay an additional price fbr.ithe view 
as well as his wealthier neigbltour,, and 
why was he to be deprived of it ? If this 
plan were carried into effect, the pro*- 
prictors of these new houses would nme- 
rally throw their best rooms towards the 
park, and put their stables and other nutr 
sances towards Park-lane. It would be % 
less objectionable plan to build on both 
sides of Rotten-row, that gentlemen might 
take their morning rides there, and hAve 
the advantage of being gazed at by the 
ladies in the balcoities. If the right hon. 
gfcntleman would have tlie candour to As¬ 
sure the house that nothing further would 
be done in this business until the ueSt't 
session, he would recommend his hon. 
friend to withdraw hil motion. Before he 
sat down, he would embrace the oppOlP- 
tunity of apprising the house, that in the 
course of the next session it was jiis inten¬ 
tion to bring forward the motion respect¬ 
ing the improvement of the metropolis. Of 
which he had given notice two ydars ago, 
but which he afterwards dropped in con¬ 
sequence of some objections on the 'Scoro 
of economy from the administration with 
which he was then connected. 

Mr. Cftevey professed his willingness to 
wiUidraw his motion upon the assurance 
suggested by his right hon. friend. 

The Clumocllor qf the Extheguer said, tbpt 
cdltsistently with his duty, and the view jhe 
took of the subject, he would give no'sufh 
assurance. »* 

Mr. Huskmon smd, that so far from She 
plan being completely arranged, he bed 
only hcairi of it dtout a week ago. 

A division then took place: Ayee ^8; 
Noes 3d.—Majority against the raot|oit'}S. 

WfcBSSSSSBB \ 

HOUSK* OF LOADS. ' * . ' 

Ffidt^rJuly \,. , 

[Oadbas 18 Coumcil.] Lpj^j 
wished to be informed wbelber. Aiiy^jHja- 
gagembnt had yet been entered;into 
Sweden, to ^ve effect on their pan 
Orders in Council. A PPbJo, frienqi jt^^s 
!(lonI«|Grenvil]eJ had formerly 
ot"a motion to address, me^tj^tore- 
vdte those. Orders, but hod. beea^lMwed 
to wiaidrsiw Ujp conseqd.wcp qoM ise- 
gociations that were peming. Althbugh 
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U 0 iboticm to that effect hi^d, vn that ac> 
ctMnV since been B)ade»*&e still i^tained 
bis former opinion with tea^ect to the im¬ 
policy and injustice of those Orders. As 
the case at present stood, the execution of 
th(fin rested with ^>3 tnajesty’s ministers, 
in whom he could have very little confi¬ 
dence. They had the power of suspend¬ 
ing their execution in certain cases, by 
means-of granting licences j and he was 
anxious to know what policy in this res¬ 
pect it was intended to adopt towards 
ifpain. lie did not wish to extort from 
ministers any answer that it might be im- 
' proper to give; but lie trusted that the 
narrow policy of selling licences would not 
be adopted upon the present oi^cnsion, but 
that a broad and liberal policy would 
mark the conduct of his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters with respect to the Spanish nation; 
and in this view, it might be expedient to 
revoke the Orders in Council, so far as re¬ 
garded the ports of that country. He 
could not help again adverting to I he ex¬ 
pediency of issuing a Declaration, stating 
in an open and iiuuily manncr*our views 
with respect to Spain, and our detennina- 
tion to assist them, without intermixing 
any selfish objects in the recovery of their 
independence. He had heard that the 
Spanish prisoners had been released, and 
he applauded it as a wise and liberal act^ 
He thought, how ever, that it ought to have 
been accompanied by a declaration of our 
motives for doing so, which would have 
had a much better effect in Spain than the 
mere act itself, or than what tlte released 
pnsoiiers could be enabled to state on their 
return to Spain. ' He could not agree in 
the policy of waiting until a regular go¬ 
vernment was estdbjisbcd in Spam; that 
must rather be thb result of the present 
struggle tor their inde{>endence, than pre¬ 
cede it. In the case of the revolution in 
England, at the time of the landing of the 
prince of Orange, James 11. bavinff abdi¬ 
cated the throne, tliere.was no regular go* 
vetomcftt left j the establishment of a new 
government was the result of the discus- 
sioiu which then took plade. Upon this 
sutid^ be fidt, in comniou with every man 
ia tbweena^y, tlm greatest anxiety as to 
thtfVMalt a great mmiety* alto to 
Ifnd^,>aa ‘ftir wia could with propriety be 
kntNvtW whatjine of policy miidMers would 

-adept-*'' > ■ o' » 

Lond aeid, with respect to 

Sureden,! dlitt^ tiie most Batisfactery assu- 
raisoes hail»beett received fi^m the. court 
of Stock,of the dlspositloii that' 


jeourt to give eveiy- to Un^ -syst^- 
iwbfch ba^ been adopted in our drdera ia 
Council. He would not now argue i|hc 
question respecting these Ordert^as it bed 
been argued over sJid over again j but be 
would merely stale, that his Opinion with 
respect to the policy and expediency of 
that measure, remained the same as he had 
repeatedly expressedaiti uiat house, nie 
noole lord seemed to misapprehend the 
policy of the system adopted under the 
Orders; inasmuch as it was merely intend¬ 
ed to extend it to pow ers at war with his 
q^jesty, and to countries occupied by their 
arms^ With respect to Spain, the prison¬ 
ers, at stated by the noble/ lord, had been 
released, and upon that subject he could 
assure the noble lord, that it was the wish 
of his majesty’s ministers to give every 
assistance to the Spanish nation that was 
comistent with the utmost generosity and 
liberality, without intermixing any partial 
feelings or selfish objects; 'every assistance 
that could tend to insure to them success 
in the glorious struggle in which they 
were now engaged. It was the sctithnent 
of every man in the country, whatever 
might be his opinions upon otner subjects, 
that every possible assistance should be 
given to the Spaniards in the contest in 
wbiich they were now engaged, snd bis 
majesty’s rainuters were disposed to render 
ffjat assistance in the spirit of generosity 
and liberality, and with a hope that it 
night lead to that ultimate success which 
.t was the wish of every man in the coun¬ 
try should be the re.sult. The present si¬ 
tuation of Spain derived additional interest 
from that congeniality of sentiment which 
had for centuries existed between Spain 
and this country, and of which* additional 
proofs had been derived from the recent 
communication with the Spanish nation. 
Their wars bad no reference to wy diffe¬ 
rence of sentiment, the congeniality which 
had so king existed still remained, and ex¬ 
cited -a strong additional interest in the 
event of the struggle. 

Tlie Earl of Lauderdtik adverted to « 
fonnerstatement of the noble secretary of 
state, with respect tb.tlifc-disposition of the 
court of ^todcbolm to give e^ct to the 
system adopted in the Coders m Council, 
and observed, that it might have been ex¬ 
pected by this time'that some engagement 
would have been entered into, or that some 
treaty would have-'beeri signed, which 
might lAve beep laid on the* table of the 
house, end which week! have been » bet¬ 
ter.pre«/f of the diapeaUitate of that * 000 ^. 
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^fci«b r«s^t to tho.ofeot of ;tho»e Orders, 
lio ooBtpiained tbet Ibe returoo wtbich bad 
been acm»e time since moved for, of 4be 
experts and imports al dilferent ports, had 
not yet been laid beforS tbe hemm, so that 
they were unable to j.iidge of the ei&ct of 
these Orders upon.the trade of the coun> 
try; but from those papers not being laid 
upon the table, tAey had at least a right 
to susptiict, thaj they were not favourable 
to the conclusion which ministers wished 
to draw from the operation of those Or* 
ders. 

Lord Holland observed, that the noble 
secretary of slate appeared to have misl^ 
conceived a part of what he had said^'ith 
respect to the operation of the Orders in 
Council on bur intercourse with Spain. 
Spain, in her present anomalous state, was 
nut, it was ti'ue^ an euemy; but still she 
could not be considered as a neutral, apd 
thus, under the operations of tbe Orders 
in Council, her ports would be blockade 
with respect to the rest of the world. What 
he was therefore anxious to learn fi-om 
ministers was, %vhethcr they intended to 
deal, upon tins occasion, in tbe sale of 
licences, which he considered a nan'ow 
and unwise policy ; and whether they in¬ 
tended to revoke those Orders as far as 
they regarded the ports of Spain. 

'I'he Earl of l/iudmiale adverted to the 
document upon the table, containing a 
statement of the exfturts and imports at 
the port «if London for the quarter ending 
the ith of A{H’il i t>08, to shew the decrease, 
compared with the corre-sponding quarters 
of 1807 ; the exports of British manufac¬ 
tures in the latter being j,10Q,000/. and in 
the former 4/900,000/. ; and the imports, 
and also the exports, of j'orcign produce, 
decreasing in proportion, to prove thereby 
the iiijorious ellects of the Ofdcrs ifi 
Council. 

Lord Hmfsesbiir^ observed, that the 
amount of the exports and imports was no 
critiisioii in itself; the question was, jwere 
they greater or less than they wouki have 
been if the lueasure of the Orders in 
Council bat} not been resitrted to ? With 
res|)ect to what bad been said by .the noble 
loid (Holland), he now cleady. Under¬ 
stood the o}»ject of ohat noble Ipid to bptO' 
ascertain, witether it. was the iotentien of 
miiiklerti to revoke tbe Oedevs. in Council 
so far as regordedi tbe. pm'tf «f Spain I lie 
could only. stale, Uiat ‘ if the pehLe lord 
would iHiapeftitl*bis..cnfiDaitry .tor. a few, 
days, he n'ould-fiHd thatnamistani'hdd not, 
tho eohsidtu'tdioa 4f. t^u pact of, 


J th«i aq,l 9 ech, aitd he bad ,nOh 
I saying, toat in .this.iraspect* «e-,afaU 9H;Uk 
othersi it was their mih. to act. ertth.-ithtt, 
utmost generosity and liberality towmn^t 
the Spanish nation, . 

The Earl of HarnU}/ expressed a hope > 
that the nturrow policy or taking possesNoti; 
of a few shins, woald not be die only atb. 
mulus to inauce ministeis to a0brd assist* 
ance to Spain. He considered the cao'ie 
of the Spaniards entitled to all the aid and 
protection this country could aSord. 

l/)rd Holland expressed himself satisfied 
with the explanadott given by the noble 
secretary <a state. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday July 2. 

^SuG.sR Distillation.] The Sugar Dis¬ 
tillery bill was brought from the lords, 
with an amendment, to which their lord- 
siiips desired the concurrence of the 
commons. 

Mr. R. Dtmdas moved, that the house 
do agree tcithe lords amendment in this' 
bill. The bill, in fact, now stood in the- 
precise state in which it u as whet/ it left 
that house. An alteration had surrep¬ 
titiously been made in the bill in its passage 
from that to the other house of parliament,- 
by substituting the words (ireat Britain 
tor tbe word England, and the amendment' 
of the lords only brought back the bill to 
|,that state in w'hich it was when last before 
them.—^Ihe aineiidnient was accordingly 
agreed to. 

[CnAiK.M\N OF Ways and Means.] Tbe 
Chumiiellorof ihe Exchequer having moved 
the usual grants to the oflicers of the 
house, &c. and among others the sum of' 
1200/. to Mr. Wharton* for his trouble m, 
^V^ting as chairman of the public com¬ 
mittees of that hou.se, < 

• Mr. Biddulp/t took occasion to repeat ' 
tbe objections he had more than once 
urged to this grant, which was equal to^e .- 
allowance made to the commistion^’s of^. 
customs and excise. The duty to be per¬ 
formed by these gentlemen was constant' . 
whereas the labour of tlie chairman of 
committeq|)of ways and means ceased w^h .. 
tbe session of parliament; which it>w«» '' 
also Ids duty to attend, independantly 
any emolument. If, thercibre, JjKXll. 
yeXr was a sufficient remuneration fopiph. 
commissiWr ofct;Sitoms.'Qr exeisuvliei^al 
of opinion It was greatly too momi tai ibei',^. 
paid tor .jibe dischaige of the 
chakmaa of tite comuiueespf supply! and 



M9I}' ' 

ofimys^fuid aieaiu^Tbe d^reat rotes of 1803, bat that no notice nkd f^ar, Wa, 
wtdie thctvpnt and agreed' to. taken of Aem in thal Ww>6# akboagb jt 

■ (Boato OF AcMcvtTUBB.] Sir Jo^ 


SMatr stated, that ^ Board of Agri* 
culture bad been engaged for some time 
ia collecting Reporte* of all the different 
parts of the county, which were to be 
made the ground work of one general 
report, exhibiting a complete detail of the 


ab^ouglii i 

appeared from that report, that, out off 500 
or 1000 persons in^risoned during 1^03, 
not one m 500 of tie committals bad been 
made upon oath, and thatfifteen-sbeteentbs 
of them had been discharged without trial, 
or any etidunce even a suspicion of 
their guilt being pt^dneed. From the 


internal state of agriculture of the king- report of the inspector for Uie year lii07. 


dom.' This, it must be admitted, was a 
very important object, and one of great 
public utility. To complete this object, 
only 1500/. would be required, a sum, 
which, as it was not to be annual, but was 
merely an accidental expenre, lie was 
convinced the house would not think of 
any moment, when compared with the 
advantages to be expected from the report 


numberless heavy grievances appeared to 
exist. In some instances, the jails were 
insecure ; in some, the jailors were repre- 
|ented as inhuman fellows; in Cork county 
and city, the acite of the prison was 
swatjfpy, and calculated to produce tWers 
and agues, and jobbing and avarice had 
no bounds. Throughout tiic whole, the 
low salaries of the jailors were pleaded 


He therefore moved, "That an humble as the excuse for corruption, extortion, and 
address be presented to his majesty, pray- nogligcnce. As to food, in some instances 

•__1.1 I . • S *' 1* 


iog that be would be graciouMly pleased 
to order, that the sum of 1500/. be paid to 
the Board of Agriculture, to enable them 
to complete the Reports, which they are 
how engaged in collecting from the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country, for the purpose 
of framing a gentral report of the state of 
agriculture throughout the kingdom.’*— 
His majesty’s consent being signified to 
this application, the address was agreed to 
[PaisoNS IN Ikelanu.] Mr. Sheridan 
said he should has'e felt it to be his dutV 
to address the house at considerable length 
on this subject, did he not understand that 
the inquiry which it was his intention to 


the Joaf was scandalously small, to many 
pmoners not threc-fourtns of a pound of 
bread was given a day. lie particularly 
alluded to the state of Kilmainhani jail, 
and to the conduct of Dr. Trevor, superin- 
tendant of it. lie had abstained from 
bringing forward this business till he was 
in possession of evidence under the hand.s 
of the parties conceined. as to the conduct 
of this person, who was represented in the 
narratives of messrs. Tandy and Mason as 
of the most inhuman, hardened, and ma¬ 
lignant disposition. The right hon. gent, 
proceeded to read several very serious 
charges against this person, and concluded 


propose, would not meet with any opposi- with moving, "That an humble Address he 

_ -I_IJ A.I_X*_ _ _X- I •_ __ .‘.. .x^- xl._xl_^ ^ I. * 


tion. He should, therefore, abstain from 
any of those detviis which if entered linto, 
could not fail to disgust the feelings of the 
iiouse, and might<provoke irritation among 
those who s\ere> fnore immediately the 
objects of sufiering. He was sati.sfied that 
an inquiry into the evils complained of 
would do ministers credit, and he would 
rather havp seen them enter into it volun¬ 
tarily, than urged on to the investigation. 
In brtpging forward^ the present question, 
he declared that he was actuated solely 
by that feeling which he hoped hitherto 


presented to his majesty, that he will be 

g raciously pleased to direct that a Special 
ommission should be appoirtted to enquire 
into and inspect the coiuiitiomand govern¬ 
ment of the state prisons and other gaols 
iQ the city ond county of Dublin, and such 
other gaols in Ireland as they shall judge 
it proper to direct the’ir attention to, and 
to investigate the treatment of the prisoners 
therein confined since the year ViQS, 
where ground of complaint shall be pre- 
fi rred, and also to examine into the con¬ 
duct of those entrusted with the fule and 


h^ characterized, and should continue to government of the '^id prisons; and to 
chancterize, bis parliamentary ^conduct; report*thereon.*' 

a cansciousness or the propriety^ if not of General Mathew seconded the motion. 
th« necessity, of what he proposed, and an The Gumcellor of the ^chequer regretted 

lUriieDt desire to discharge his duty to the that the motion was deferred until a period 
public. The right hon. gent, then pi\}- when those ntembers could not be present 


ceeded tolpiote the repdrts of the inspec- 
tor-gen^m of prisons in Ireland. He re- 
^rkecbJbat many of the evils which now; 
•xiited hftd been enumerated in the repon 


who were the' best informed upon the sub¬ 
ject. Although he shoultf not oppose the 
motioh, he trusted be should not be sep- 
posechto ftcquietou in the right hon. gopt/s 
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statements. He adverted^ to the i^^ry 
thaTiiad,[be^ 'made during iojd Jiarcf- 
mckd'e'ad^itiistration, which ^as among 
the printed papers laid before that house 
in 1805> ana on which] it had not been 
thought necessary by the bouse to take 
ahy steps. He regretted that the rig;ht 
hon. gent, should have made such an ex 
parte statement rgainst individuals^ who 
would have no means of exculpating them¬ 
selves iflitil the next session of parliament. 

Mr. W, Pok wished that the right hoii. 
gent, had brought forward his motion when 
the Irish members were present, convinced 
as he was (from his own local knowledge^ 
that those members w'ould have dechired 
the futility of the statement that had i&een 
made. He examined some of the reports, 
and detected several misrepresentations 
that existed in them. He supported the 
motion, because it could do no harm, a^d 
might do much good. 

Mr. Beretford defended the character%f 
Dr. Trevor, who was generally esteemed 
as a man of great humanity and kindness, 
lie had heard the unfortunate Emmett ac¬ 
knowledge this at the scaifold in the 
warmest terms. 

Mr. Whitbread thought tlie public highly 
indebted to his right hon. triend for the 
institution of an inquiry, from which, in 
his opinion, a great deal of good would 
probably result. 

Colonel Vereker defended the m^istrates 
of the tounty of Galway, from any share 
in the imputation attempted to be thrown 
on the whole country. 

Mr. Peter Moore would only make M 
observation or two on what bad been said 
on the other side, and particularly by the 
right hon. the chancellor of the exchequer, 
with respect to an investigation having 
been made into these alleged grievances, 
by the authority of lord Ilardwicke as lord 
lieutenant of li eland, the report of which 
he stated to have been laia before this 
hQu^« and printed in 1805- Mr. Moom 
saidrthat being intent on obtaining all 
possible information, be regularly watched 
ail the documents laid befnte this house for 
that pur)iose ; and that ibaving given the 
subject of these alleged m-ievaiv?es lus 
earnest attention, it wa^ almost impossi¬ 
ble that such an important document as 
the report in quo^tioB copld hai<sj escaped 
him, bad 4 ever been b«fo>f^ the house} 
- as from the description, given by th^ right 
hqp. gent.,^ it >yent tp preclade> all/further 
inquiry, into, the'claims of jmttice, aoj'frrci- 
bly jtatod ii^ the \’a?ious petiuons bpiore 

o 


the booser ther under tbisfinmnaswri 
fie was veiy mueliMi^*«»d wben'MiTigii* 
hon. friend (Mr^ Shertdanjf inibraiMl rain 
a few days ago, that in aeon vereatioRsHlIi' 
the right hon. the chancellor of thtt eauefae- 
quer, he was told, that such a rcqpoft had. 
been made and {nintetC laying all thea*' 
grievances at rest} bdt, in order to remov* 
the doubt which it naturally threw on hta 
own opinion, as coming from such autho* 
rity, be instantly went to the vote oifioev 
where, with all the care and diligence 
with which it is conducted, the officers ae* 
sisted him in several searches of their 
books, and at length they found an entry 
that pointed to something like a report ia 
1803, as mentioned by the right hon. gent, 
opposite. That report, Mr. Moore said, 
he held in his hand,^ and the right bon. 
gent, would see, on inspection, that it was 
a rdport stating only the names and ntiai« 
ber of prisouem, without the least mark of 
investigation, or appearance of proceeding 
thereon; and from the, minute examine, 
tions which had been made in the vote^ 
office, Mr, Moore said, he was perfectly’ 
satisfied there was no other report. But, 
continued Mr. Moore, if there eifer has 
been an inve<>tigation into Uiese alleged 
abuses, it must have been very snugly and 
clo.sely managed, as it< must be manifest 
to the house, that the aggrieved petitioners 
(without whom such an investigation ^vas 
a farce), w ho ought especially to have had 
^notice of it and to have been uresent, bad 
never iieard of it, and were still petitioning 
tins house, imploring such a hearing ana 
such an investigation as that which is saiid 
to ligye taken place and bacn decided on. 
Qut he now' hoped, that if such a report 
did exist, whatever it nnght be, that re-' 
port, together with all Elic petitions which 
had been presented, and all the documents 
which liad been laid before the house;, 
would be referred to the commissioners to 
be appointed for making another investi¬ 
gation, who sho0ld.be instructed to feel 
^d consider the honour and chartufjer of 
our government to be its first and winci* 
pal, and the justice due to individulaii only, 
as its secondary object. And he bojHsd' 
and trusted, that in this vpifit and anows'* 
standing, pthe motioa of bis rij^t'ihnn.' 
friend would meet with the unaniinoQSSupo^ 
port of the house.—’Tbo motion waa'Uvin* 
agieed to. 

[DieufssAL or"rm latk 
RVjfPi.fi.] Mr. Jt. Wfrfnd again alluded ttf’, 
ihediscuvfkiu which hltd taken place ua’if 
former night Us to the caasw of thd dll* 
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^ kae Mr. Dakynpie,. [IfS6 
Mr.^fT. iWiT reiomed : be Mid he wa« 

i_ - .1 . . *• j 


eptmal e£ Mr. Dalrymplefrovi^Uie office of w 

hydrographer to toe Admir^ty, and stated extremelfr glad to find«thet he had ipi^iin* 
‘ * * derstood the hon. ^'nt. He certdfdly 

thought he had meant such an insinuation. 


that he understood an bon. gent, opposite 


to Iwm was now satiidied on this head. 

Mr. Hothw said, he had taken some 
ptM in the conversation on this subject on 
a former night, tie had since been shewn 
the correspondence on the subject, and he 
was satisfied that Mr. Dalrytnple had cx- 
Mbited a degree of contumacy which was 
probably inconsistent with tlie perform¬ 
ance of his duties to the admiralty. He 
was of opinion, however, that if the board 
bad exhibited (o that respectable gen¬ 
tleman the greatest possible degree of 
liberality and indulgence, it was molhing 
but what his long and meritorous Ifervices 
justly entitled him to. 

Mr. W. Pole said,« that considering the 
manner in which he had formerly been 
alluded to, when a noble lord, not then 
present, had brought the subject of the 
removal of Mr. Dalrymple before the 
house, and the peculiar situation in which 
,he stood respecting that transaction, he 
trusted he might be permitted^o give some 
explanation of what had passed, lie said 


He then begged permission of the hoiise 
to state the circumstances which led to 
Mr. Dalrymple's removal; that about the 
month of Nov. last, the first lord of the ad¬ 
miralty, upon ascertaining that his ma¬ 
jesty’s fleets were nht supplied with charts 
upon any regular and seftled principle, 
and considering that great inconvenience 
had arisen from the king’s ships in many 
parts of the world being unfurnished with 
proper charts for their guidance, deter¬ 
mined to lay down a system by which in 
fiituTe all h is majesty's ships in every part 
of the world sliould he supplied with the 
best charts existing for the station to which 
they might belong; and in order to efiect 
tWs most desirable and important object, 
the^first lord of the admiralty had called 
u^on the board to issue their orders to the 
hydrographer to prepare a proper selec¬ 
tion. Mr. Dalrymple, in return to this 
order, had stated that he was incompetent 
to make the selection, from not having a 


he owed it to the public, to the admiralty, local knowledge of many seas, and fur a 
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and to himself, to state the circumstances 
which had led to Mr. Ihlrymplc’s re¬ 
moval : it would''give him extreme pain 
to be under the necessity of bringing any 
thing befiare the house or the public tllbt 
could in any degree tend to create tinea* 
tiness to the friends of Mr. Dalrymple, or, 
could at all affect the memory of that res¬ 
pectable gentleman. Mr. Pole said, he 
understood the hon. gent, to have ex -1 
pressed himselfi-to be satisfied, that under 
tlie circumstances of thecase, as he found 
*them in tl»e papArj which had been pre¬ 
pared', and had 'been shewn to the hon. 
sent, by his hon. friend (Mr. Ward), tlv; 
board ot admiralty could not do otherwise 
than dismiss Mr. Dalrymple. lie under¬ 
stood thedion. gent, to say, that the duty 
the admiralty owed, to*the public, cer¬ 
tainly justified thcpi completely in the 
step they had taken. He seemed to admit 
that they had treated Mr. Dalrymple with 
justice. But Mr. Pole said, h*e owned it 
astonished him to hear the bon. gent, insi- 
tfoatc, that more lenity might have been 
sHewit, and that he should have been better 

E leased if more indulgence and liberality 
ad been shewn him, ^ * 

'■ Mr.; rose and Wid the honr gent.: 
had'.M^ misunderstood him, he had 
iii>eaBr.bo such insinuation,-wh^. lie hadi 
hiiid wjik In quite another view. 

• f • 


variety of other reasons ; and he recom¬ 
mends that in order to carry the first 
lord’s plan into execution, a committee of 
ten officers should be appointed to select 
and arrange the charts proper to be issued 
to the n^vy. From the moment however 
that this committee, as recommended by 
Mr. Dalrymple, was appointed, it became 
impossible for them to proceed in the per¬ 
formance of their duty. It had fallen to 
his lot, as it was a part of his duty, to exa¬ 
mine into tire state of the hydrographer's 
office ; it was impossible to ^escribe the 
confusion in which he found it; from Mr. 
J^alrynigle's infirmities, it could not be ' 
otherwise. He wished at all times, as he 
always had done, to Speak of that vene¬ 
rable and respectable gentleman, with 
every possible degree ol tendernes^nd 
tittefttion, wdth ail the consideration due to 
bis talents, to his great acquirements and 
his eminent services. But it was impos¬ 
sible not to admit) that the stute of his office 
was siftb, as to prevent all chance of pro¬ 
ceeding with the arrangements necessary 
for the good of the service under his ma¬ 
nagement. Hie bouse would perceive 
the truth of this remark, when Iw mformed 
them, that Mr. Dalrymple’s habits were 
such, tbat he seldom or "never came to 
his office before three o^clock, and that 
the office of the hydrogntplter closed ^at 





four. ’ A v^ri^ty of unpleasant circunt' 

,stances occurred^ tupon wbicif Mr. PoU 
satdf he would not dwell; several, discus- 
sioDS took place at the board, of admiralty 
on tbe subject. It wis found to be impos¬ 
sible to proceed with the plans that had 
been ordered, unless Mr. Dalrympie re¬ 
tired from his (^oe; and tbe board were 
extremely desirous^ that Mr. Dalrympie 
should be removed in the manner most 
grateful to his feelings, and upon the foot¬ 
ing the most creditable and delicate to¬ 
wards him. It became, Mr. Pole said, 
his duty to communicate the sentiments 
of their lordships to Mr. Dalrympie. In 
tbe month of April an inteiview took 
place, and Mr. Dalrympie had printed an 
account of the conversation that passed at 
it; this account, Mr. Pole said, was cer¬ 
tainly not correct ; it was indeed almost 
impossible that it should be so, as i#was 
certainly set down merely from mewpry 
and the comersatiun was a very long one. 
He believed, however, that no person who 
had seen Mr. Dalrymple’s report of the 
conversation would say that his part of it, 
at least, was not conducted in a spirit of 
conciliation, and with all the respect and 
delicacy due t<r a person of Mr. Dalryni- 
le’s cbai’actcr and high attaiuinunte. He 
ad been instructed tti tell Mr. Dalrympie, 
that their lordships proposed he should 
retire upon the largest pension they were 
authorised to give by bis majelty’s order 
'in council. The conversation closed b^ 
Mr. Dalryinple’s refusing to be superan¬ 
nuated ; and from that period, said Mr. 
Pole, to the end of tbe month of May, 
many things occurred that rendered it at 
length absolutely necessary that Mr. Dal-* 
rymple's femoval should take place. It 
became a question whether he should re¬ 
main, and the public service. In a mAter* 
thought of the utmost importance to the 
safety of the king’s ships m every part of 
^ tbe world, be absolutely ipapeded; or whe- 
'tli^r he should retire^ upon an allowance, 
deemed by his majesty in council an ade- 
c^te reward for long and faithful services, 
jlie board of admiral^ determined upon 
the latter proceeding, and be bad been 
comm^ded to write to him, acquainting 
him with their loi^ships’ decision.* His 
letter on the SBth of May, Mr. Dalrympie 
bad aJsp printed. It would be seen, he 
trust^, that it was written in tho same 
spirit of consideration for Mr. DaWmple’s. 
flings, which the admiralty hdti mani¬ 
fested through tbe whole trat^acUon. 
There was one passagejin the letter which 
Vot.Xl, 


boinf e^admi* 
ratty had directed him tO'itate'lo Mr. 
Dahyraprib that upon apptidkthm *fer so* 
peraniiuatlon, their lordships would* Urder 
his retirement upon a pension to'full 
extent allowed by the^mg's order itt%dun* 
cil. The admiralty had given this order, 
because they conceived that in granting 
public money toany individual, theywere 
bound to shew the public that the niifivi.- 
dual, however meritorious, was not so cir¬ 
cumstanced as to be enabled to retireitdth- 
out requiring aid, which his majesty Was 

E leased to sanction in such cases. **Mr. 

lalrymple, however, disdained to ’ihkke 
the application; J>ut the admiralty, the 
day after his removal/ having heard/mat 
his circumstances were not affluenV^JUt 
that he objected to'raake to them the usual 
application, had directed an order to be 
sent to the navy board for bis superartuu- 
ation, which accordingly took place. Mr. 
Pole concluded by trusting he had satis- ' 
tied the house, that through the whole of 
this proceeding the utmost respect, consi¬ 
deration,* and tenderness, had been mani¬ 
fested to Mr. Dalrympie, and that his 
removal from his otficc bad arisen from 
absolute necessity. 

Mr. Homer repealed what he had for¬ 
merly stated. He imputed no blame to 
the admiralty board for dismissing Mr. 
Dalrympie: as he had already said, he 
should have been better pleased, if they 
had pursued their indulgence to the utmost 
degree to which it could be carried, which, 
in his opinion, they might have done on 
account of the past and meritorious ser- 
~i&s of that very eminent and respectable 
man. 


HOUSE OP LORDS. 

Monday, July 4. 

[Spain.] The Earl of Sufotk rose to 
;all the attention of the house to tbe criti- 
al situation iu which we now stood with, 
aspect to Spain, ft was general!^ uqder- 
itood that a large armament was to be sent 
to assist tbe patriotic exertions of thaiT na- 
ion in resisting tbe tyranny that 
ippresf.its liberty, and in^ enabling it to 
assert its independence. Who was to com¬ 
mand that expedition? Its fate iqi|^t, 
»erhaps, be closely connected with^he 
iuspums,and command under whichjl^ Was 
o serve,. He did not kimw tbkt h*d 
,low responsible minister. InJmfAet * 
administrations Mr. Pitf, lord Siumputn, 
and latterly lord DreqviUe, |toi^ foiw arii 
4D ■ 
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««as the avowed rcspon*ible niinisteiss of their 
day. An expedition had/not long ago, 
been confided to general Whitclocke, with 
the issue of which every man was but too 
Mrrowfully acquainted. Tlie individual, 
it wasftnie, had beeB«pnnished, but in en- 
terpriises of that nature, it was not enough 
to punish the individual, some atonement 
should be made at the shrine of the tar- 
iwhed honour of the country ; that expia¬ 
tion was yet unpaid. No minister haa as 
yet pleadetl guilty to the charge of that 
appointment. These considerations led 
■ him’ to enquire who was the responsible 
minister at the present moment; by 
the appointment which, must soon lake 
place ofa Commander of the Expedition 
to Spain, not. only the character and mili¬ 
tary fame of the nation,'but its most vital 
interests might be deeply afiected. He* 
Iheh alluded to a noble duke who seldom 
canK to the house, and confessed that he 
was unable to determine whether that no¬ 
ble duke possessed th6 influence attributed 
to tirti or not.—^I’he obseryatioq^ of the 
noble earl did not meet w'ith any answer. 

[The Ladds Commissionehs' Speech.] 
About a quarter before four tlft archbishop 
of Canterbury,' the lord chancellor, the 
lord pf%sid'cnt of the cpuneil, the lord privy 
seal, and the duke of Montrose, took their 
seats as his raaje.stjr’s comraksioners. Mr. 
Qiiarme, the deputy usher of the black 
rod, was sent to the house of commons to 
desire their attendance. The Speaker, and 
8 considerable number of members, short¬ 
ly afterwards came to the bar. A com¬ 
mission for giving f^e royal assent to cer¬ 
tain bills was read by the clerk, by virtue 
of cvbich the royaUassent was given to 
several bills. Aftcn\(hich, 

The Lord Chancellor, in his majesty’s 
name, delivered the following Speech. 

“ M V Lords and Gentlemen, 

^ " We navg it in command from bis ma¬ 
jesty to express to you the «great satisfac¬ 
tion which he derives from being enabled, 
by putting an end to tlTe present session of 
^rfiament, to terminate the laborious at- 
tend^ce which the' public business has 
i^nired of you,—The meainfre whiyh you 
have adopted for the improvement of the 
military force of the country, promises to 
biy cite foundation of a system of internal 
dfifonce eminently nsefol, and peculiarly^ 
adapted' to^ the exigences tfi these times:— 
Thesanctina whichyou have given to those 
pustfures of defensive retalianon, tcvwinch 
the violent attacks of the enemy, nponthe 
TOinfuerce anf. resources of this, kingdom. 


—■T^e LOr'ds' CopMfstidners* Speech. [1240; 

compelled his majesty to. refort, has beew. 
hrghiy satisfactory to bis majesty.—His 
majesty. doubts not that in the result the 
enemy will be convinced oft the impolicy 
of persevering in a System which retorts 
upon himself, in so much greater propor¬ 
tion, those evils which he endeavours to 
inflict upon this country, 

*' Gentlemen of the H/)use of Commons, 

“ We are commanded by his majesty to 
return his most hearty acknowledgments 
for the cheerfulness and liberality with 
which the necessary supplies for tne cur- 
reqit year have been provided.—His ma¬ 
jesty‘greets us to assure you, that he par- 
licipateu in the satisfaction with which you 
must have contemplated ' the flourishing 
situation of the reveiivie and credit of the 
country, notwithstanding the continued 
pressure of the war ; and he congratulatee 
you tipon having been enabled to provide 
fot /ifc exigences of the public service, 
with so small an addition to the public 
burthens.—fli.s majesty commands us to 
thank you for having enabled him to make 
good his engagements with his allies; and 
to express to you the particular gratifica¬ 
tion which he has derived from the manner- 
in which you have provided for. the estab¬ 
lishment of his sister, her royal highness 
the duchess of Brunswick. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** His majesty has great satisfaction in 
informing you,'that, notwithstanding the 
formidable confederacy united agaiiisfed|il^ 
ally the- king of Sweden, that sovereign' 
perseveres, with unabated vigour and cUiIm 
stancy, to maintain the honour and inde¬ 
pendence of his crown; no effort has been 
wanting on the part of his majesty to sup* 
port him in the arduous contest ‘m whiclt 
jie is engaged.—^The recent transactions in 
Spafn and ftaly have exhibited new and 
.striking proofs of the unbounded and un-* 
principled ambition which actuates the 
common enemy Qft every established - 
vernment and independent nation in the 
World.—His majesty Views, with the live¬ 
liest interest, the loyal and determined 
spirit manifested by. thakSpanishnatieovdit' 
Insisting *the violenee and perfidy Vvitiv' 
which their dearest rights have been assail-* 

ed_^Thus nobly struggling against the 

tyraimy and usifrpation of • France,' -thtf 
Spanisn nation can'no lonjger be rpneidbr-l 
ed as the enemy df Great Britain; but is . 
recognised by his Majesty 'as a natural 
friend a^d alfy.— &Wc Ifre commanded to 
infbrin you that communications have bbett 
n^b to this majesty .from, fotctihil of tlTi , 
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* proviaces of Spaipj aolicitiag tbe'aid of his 
majesty. The answer of bi% majesty to 
these commuoicatioas has been received in 
Spaki, with every .demonstration Of those 
sentiments of confidence and affection 
which, are congenial to the feelings and 
true interests of both nations. And his 
majesty commands us to assure you that 
he will contindh to make every exertion 
in his, power tor the support of tlie Spanish 
cause ; guided, in the choice and in the 
direction of his exertions by the wishes of 
those in whose behalf they are employed. 
—In contributing to the success of this just 
and glorious cause, his majesty bas*no 
other object than that of prcserviiij^ unim¬ 
paired the integrity and independence of 
the Spanish monarchy. But he trusts that 
the same efibrts which are directed to that 

g -eat object, may, under the blessing of 
iviue Providence, lead in their ejects, 
and by their example, to the restgi^tion 
of the liberties' and the peace of Europe.” 

A commission being read for proroguing 
the parliament, the Lord Chancellor, in 
his majesty’s name, and by virtue of the 
said commission, declared the parliament 
to be prorogued to the 20th of August 
^ext, to be then and there holden. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, July 4. * 


sincp that period, bAweverj, the case. 
materiall)r altegedthe Spanish nation waa 
now committed with France; never weue 
a people engaged in a more arduous and 
hoiKiurable struggle, and be earnestly 
prayed God to crown their efibrts with a 
success as final as thdise efibrts were glori- 
ous! He could not help thinking, that 
under such circumstances, it would have 
been well to have given an opportunity of 
manifesting to the brave Spanidr^ the 
■sympathy that glow^ in every British 
heart in favour of their cause, through the 
proper channel, the legitimate oi^an of, 
the British people. He thought there had 
beeif reason to have expected that a mes¬ 
sage from the king wguld have been ere 
now brought down for a..vote of'Credit, t« 
enable the government more effectually to 
yecond the wishes of all ranks of English¬ 
men, by aiding and assisting the Spaniards. 
He had no doubt that had such a message 
been sent down, it w'ould have been ' 
with the unanimoua concurrence of that 
house, and- he was equally certain ^ot 
that concurrence would have been echoed 
throughout the country. He. would, how¬ 
ever, abstajp from saying rnore upoii 
this subject, or going the length his feel¬ 
ings on such a subject would naturally 
lead him, as he might be liable to misre¬ 
presentation ; but he would repeat, that 
from the bottom of his soul be wished suc- 


[Shain.] Mr. Whitbread began by ob- 
aerving, that *he had with considerable 
anxiety waited till the last moment before 
the present session terminated, in the hope 
that bis majesty’s ministers would see the 
propriety of adopting some mode whereby 
the sense of that house could be obtained 
on a subject of such umversai interest as 
tiiat of the present transactions in Spain. 
He thought that nothing was miore tto b# 
desired than a distinct expression of the 
sentiment of that house upon a subject of 
such importance, and be could not help 
eSpressing his surprise tbiU no communi¬ 
cation had been made to the house by his 
tu^estji’s ministers, as it was upon such a 
communication t])at declaration and 
the sentiments of that house could best be 
founded. When this sutyect was submit¬ 
ted to their consiiferariott on a receflt occa¬ 
sion by his right hon. friend (Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan), he had mlt it to be his doty frankly 
to state his (fojections to the impropriety 
and inexpediency of - then agitating it, as 
he was apprehensive that the disiussion at 
that time might haye prematmelu commit- 
fed the vvfaole Spaiusi^ nation wi$ France i 


c*e.<is to the patriotic efforts of the Spa¬ 
niards, and that tlieir present giorioua 
struggle might be crowned with tim reco¬ 
very of their liberty as a people, and the 
assertion of their independence as a nation; 
aAd in thus expressing; his .own, he felt 
assured he spoke the wishes of that hqpse 
and the country. »* , . 

Lord Cktstlereagh^&td, that upon a recent' 
occasion, when the present subject was 
brought before the consideration of the 
bouse, he had felt it his painful duty to 
express his dijapprdbation of the tone and 
manner in which the hon. gent, had , 
thought fit to comment on certain circumr 
stances, the recapitulation of which could 
not have been attended with any good 
consequences; it now, however, gafe hia» 
considerable pleasure, that the grateflil • 
task had devolved to him of expressing hip 
complete coincidence in the feelings manit 
fesum by the hon. gent, as to the issjw) nf 
thp gt'eat and glorious struggle intyy^hjcb 
Spanish were at ^resent^en*' 

^gea. He diffeifed, however, ffpm'the* 
hpn.^eut. as to the justice of tl^ aiumad* 
versidiu in wjileh he had ijplulged on .bis 
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<■ maj^ty^B ministen^ because they had not that he had put any unfounded construction'' 
felt it necessary to call for an expression upon the sentiments of, tbe hon. gent, as 
' of the sense of parliament bn the subject; expressed on. this subject upon a former 
for his part, he was free to confess, that in evening. In any observations that might 
his opinion there did not escist a necessity have fallen from bim, he vras far from 
for such a proceeding. The hon. gent, being influenced by any motive of poli« 
had himself in a slfght degree travelled tical animosity. 

out of the ^ ordinary course of parlia- Mr. IVilberforce confessed that the sen- 
mentary usage, to express his surprise timents he felt on this gr£at subject were 
that no further vote of credit had been very similar to those" of the hon.,.gent. 
asked for; he did not despair, however, of opposite. Me could not avoid expressing 
being able to satisfy the hon. gent, upon his concern that no communication had 
this head, 'i'hc reason why the govern- been made to parliament, in order that a 
. ment had not thought it necc.ssary, was proper opportunity might have been af- 
siinply, that the provision already made fo'med of giving a sort of authoritative 
by purliament had been so liberal. th&| the publicly to the unanimous feeling of the 
goverimient were m^t without the means nation, that ail that England could do for 
of giving to the cause of freedom and in- Spain and her cause, should be done with 
depcndancc, by assisting the Spaniards, equal zeal, promptitudes and disinterest- 
thut aid which the public voice, and tht;, edness ; and to shew to Spain, and to the 
wishes of every friend to liberty throughout worki, our generous sympathy in her suf- 
the world, 'demanded should be promptly fcrii\gs, our anxious interest in her strug- 
■ and uncontiitioiially oflercd. He could gle^, and our hearty and undivided wishes 
assure the hon. gent^ and the house, that for her complete succe.ss. And he was at 
iio^pieans would be left untried, that no the same time particularly anxious that 
exertion would be wanting on tHeir parts, Spain should be satisfied, that wiiatever 
to make ajl the resources which they had means we should resort to, to second her 
it in their povter to apply, subservient to ellbrts, were nut the result of any narrow 
«thc great object, as much wished Ibr by self-cousulting policy, any cold and iiiter.^ 
them as by his majesty, by the parliament, ested speculation, but that they were the" 
and by the country. It was not for him spontaneous effusions of British sympathy 
at present to anticipate the opinion of that in the cause of that freedom and indepen- 
house upon the manner in which his ma- dence Britons valued beyond their lives; 
jesty’s ministers should acquit themselves the cause of Spain w^as the cause of all 
of the great and solemn obligations, in those who, from enjoying, ‘knew how to 
which they might be said to stand bound value liberty. But he was particularly 
to their country and to Europe ; how far anxious that the Spaniards should not be 
mini.stcrs upon this great occasion had lurnished with the slightest pretence to 
done, w hat tin y could do and ought to do, believe, that because of the state of hos- 
pailianieiit u|>on a future occasion would tility which had but recently terminated 
have an opportunity «f deliberately judg- between the two countries, there still 
ing and determining. lurked in the breasts of Englishmen any 

Mr. Whitbread observed, in explanation, hostile disposition towards that country ; 
that the turn which the noble lord had and above all, it was desirable that the 
been pleased to give to what he had said Spaniards should have good reason to con- 
on a late occasion, when thg same subject fide in our assistance, and not distrust the 
on a former evening was brought before manner of it, or question the motives thSt 
the houife, must be ifnputed solely to a occasioned it; every possible means should 
feeling of political animosity. On that be resorted to,toconvincethem that, at such 
occasion, he had disapproved of the mo- a crisis, we were not base enough to avail 
tion bVouaht forward by his right hon. ourselves/jf their difficulty and dwger, in 
friend. In that feeling of disapprobation order ultimately to render their noble 
he had it in his power to jplead the autbo- efforts'subservient to odr own interests; 
rity of the chancpllor of the exchequer, and he could not but confess, that he 
though neither of the principal secretaries thought an unanimous vote of that house 
of statu in that house had,thought thfc agi- to that eflect would have materiafly con- 
tatipn of tHe subject at. ituU time would tributed to the confirmation <d'such a dis- 
hay'e been attended 'VT;h any improper avowal Ofi our part. But there was some 
consequences. ^ consolatipn in reflecting that, though this 

Lord CtKtlerfoghj ih explanation, denied vote had ^ot been called for, the feeling 
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ih favour of Spain was so unanimous, 
zealous, and decisive, that it,was next 
to an impossibility that it could be mis¬ 
taken ; it was so notorious, that 'every 
Briton joined in enthusiastic prayers to 
the great Ruler of events, to bless with 
its merited success the struggle .of a gal¬ 
lant people in behalf of every thing dear 
to the Christian, ftte citizen, and the man; 
and, indeed, tj^e notoriety itself had been 
so extensive, as perhaps to supersede the 
necessity of any formal annunciation on 
the part of that house upon a subject con¬ 
cerning which the population of the em¬ 
pire entertained but one sentiment, ^relt 


and generous as the glorious Cftuse that., 
gave It birth. , 

The deputy usher of the black rod then 
summoned the house to the house of peem. . 
The Speaker and all the members present 
'attended forthwith. On their retarn,^e 
Speaker read a copy df the Speech dali* 
vured by the Lords Commissioners; after 
which, the members separated. — Thus 
ended the Second Session of the Fourth 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of' 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

[A List of the Public Acts passed during.* 
the Session, will be found at p. Ixvii. of 
the Appendix.] ’ . 
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FInUmCE .accounts of ORF.AT BRITAIN, 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED FIFTH OF JANUARY, 1808. 


CLASS 

I. PULLFC ISCOMF 
II. CoNsoiiDATfcD Fund. , 
III. Arrfaus and Balancesf 
IV TrADF and >iAVIf AllOV 


CLASS 

V. Plbiu Fvpi noiture. 
VI. PuBLu ilnoldDcbt. 
VII Unfunded .Debt. 

VIII Disposition or Grants. 



I.—PUBLIC JNCOME. 


Uf ADS Ol BFVtVURS •< 

ORdTn ARV'RLVtNUEsl 
Peimamnt and Annual Fates. 

CusUims . <1,A7T,060 6 3 

Jvcise . 1,076 15 9 

Sumps . 4,54'J,971 17 5 

Lind and Assessed Taxls . 6,909,190 12 9 

Post Office . 1,493,490 11 9 

Is in the on Pensions and Salaries .... 61,057 2 1 

bd 111 the on Pensions and Salaries ..... 73,207 12 2; 

Hickncy Coaches... 28 751 15 0 

Hawkers ind Pedhrs... 11L231 0 4 

Totil Pcrmincnt and Annuil Duties ... 42,3i^0J7 13 7 
Stanches of the Htreditaty Uiitnue, 

Alienation Fines ..... 

Post Fines.... 

Scizuics.... 

Compositions..... 

Proffers. 

Crown Linds.. 

Lttiaoidinaiy liesuurus 

.rCustoms .... 

I Excise. 

nJPropcnyTax ... 

*2) ^.(Tears of Income Duty ..t. 

^ I Arrears of Faxes collerted under the Aid 

^ 1. and ContnbutioR Act.. . 

Lottery, Net Profit—one third for Ireland... 

Moiyes paid on Account of the Interest ol 
Loans raised for the Service of Ireland .. 

On Account of the Commissioners, appointed 
by Act *35 Geo HI for issuing Ezeheqper 
Bills for Grenada ...................... 

Fees of Regulated Exellbejubr Offices ...... 

Interest on Stock transferred by InttalffiEnti 
for the Redemption of the Land Tax .... 

Monies paid on Account ot the Surplus 

venue of the Isle of Man... 

Imprest Money repaid by Public Aecoantints 

Other nfomes paid to the Pubhc._ 

ToUl, indt'pendent of Loans.6 

Loans paid into* the Exchequer, uicluffing 
' £. 1,500,000 for Uie Service of IrelaniT .. I 

Grand Total.. 80|P2,6(?T 12 '3* 


£. s 

7,462 380 4 
17,896.14a 14 
4,158,738 14 
7,073,530 10 
1,277,533 n 
69,685 5 
71,153 Q 
26,455 2 
10,125 9 


Piymcnu inta incliiqser 


£. * A. 

UJ 6,476.942 6» « 
2 17,575,683 0 tf 
0} 4,274A55 5 9 
bi 6.384,750 14 ti 
4j 1,082,000 0 
8 60.544 A 11 

5i 71,359 0 0 
5| 26,084 0 ^ 

5 9.O50 0 O 
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* Dotiss pn Anno 1804i. 

Sur|4u of CoiiMlidated Stamp Doties,* per Act De>t incuired in respect of £ 14,500,000, raised 

440eo. 3. c. 98: to eommence from Oct* 10, 1804 1,093,582 3 4 Sers ice of the Year 1 804 

Interest, JsG. on X,oaa for the Service of Ireland.... 331,140 13 5 

* - Annuities on £ II.SOC.OOO, at 3 per Cent added to 
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An Account of Na Produce ^all the Pj^rmanent Taxes (jf GkBAT Britain^ 



to (he ITEASs cnifd 


. ’ (C ' Custom!. 

■ftcr reiCTvins <£.350,000 pei Annum, by 

Goo. lir. cap. 68. . . 

jHliliMranttfle Duty .... 

per Cent... 

and Dock Dut^ . 

’ \ 

• Eisetu. , 

^ <PSNtolMlated, after reserving the Duties appropriated by 
>* v.Acts 45 dc 46 Gto. L'l. and carried to Duties 1805/6 - - 

," Sltmps. 

ftSMi’ved out of Consolidated Duties, <£.1,077,463 18r. 

' .perAnnum, by Act 44Geo. Ill c 98. friam Oct lf>04^ 
wter reserving the Surplus of the Duty on Receipt^ 

' Anno 1803 ..... fy< 

SC^positions for Stamps, per Unuk of England . 

Lances for selling Lotttpy Tickets... 

* ^ 

A* 

Intulents. , 

Money... 

I g Ss rHoUket and Windows ........................ 

Inriabitcd Houses ... 

Horses for Riding .... 

DmuHusbandly ... 

Male Servants ... 

Carnages... 


5tii Jdiiusry 1607 


4,005,965 2 
15,091 2 4 
6,700 17 34 

35,749 J 04 


6(h Jfnuaiy 1806, 


3,107,365 11 10 
9,605 19 10 
5,0'>1 15 5* 
31,469 14 5| 


11,*f29,170 14 3 14,167,912 0 0 


1,017,585 17 8 
32,000 0 0 
b,292 1 7 


tf) percents. Anno 1793 and Anno 1796 


s and watebes 


lie and Pedlars 


^ If Coaches and Cnairs 

di per £• on Pensions. 

t, • Dto.Salaiici. 


Iflrmts of the Clergy 


^4 Forfeitures . 

eiEAle Servants, Anno 1785 


r P(twderCertificcs,<*795 ..................k 

•cDfi^era Licences, 1796 .. .... 

lorial l^reringf • 1798 .. 

1 Hair l’dwd(;r Ccatihcates . 

d Horse Dealers Lweneds . 

(ArmortBlBeaiKigs ... 

sHfttR and Windows, by Act 43 Oeo. HI. 

kL at 1,8^,896 per Annum.1... 

.. 

Riding . ...t. 

Huib|tidry, and Motet .A.. 


924,666 11 4 
32,4 oO 7 2* 
16,720 18 2* 
20,702 19 04 

22.279 8 4* 
16,114 15 5| 
28 558 6 10^ 
14,097 15 9 

7 11 75 
50 0 0 
845 1 5 
11,615 0 0 
'’),'t)7 0 0 

61.279 0 0 
51,963 12 4 
15,788 0 6 

620 19 0 
1 16 8 
960 0 0 
6 1j <1! 

6»,000 3 4 
4,156 10 0 
9,814 17 10 
681 9 8 
35 13 3 

13,463 16 1 
3,989 1 5 
«,1I4 8 7 
43,444 8 oSf 
s 5,747 0 6 
31,753 5 3 

1,903,310 9 I 
584360 3 S 
583,986 5 4f 
501,667 1<9 S 
338,435 18 114 
v.1Q8,»9 8 9 I 
119,838 5 Hi 


1,017,410 7 9 
32,000 0 0 
6,171 1 8 


934,666 

34,067 

12,360 

31,137 

14.085 

9,824 

18,904 

8,510 


11 4 
8 Oi 

18 4| 
5 64 

19 8' 

1| 

18 7i 

19 9 
14 0 

4 Oi 


9,100 0 0 
27,564 0 0 
71,152 0 0 
60,54-* 6 1 
2,645 16 1 
5j0 1 7 
2 0 0 
960 0 0 
6 114 
2,634 10 8 


902 1 0 

— 18 — 
4,983 4 04 
1,634 8 10 
4,499 16 94 
55,980 19 104 
8,857 8 8 
38,391 11 9| 

1,909,054 14 9 
671,320 7 14 
671,385 „ 6 8 
‘ 532.322 4 104 
351,720 7 54 
363,836 4 4| 
134,890 13 11 


Cani«d|bnmd..«.......M £. j 36,649.048 5 40ft i 36,509,577 U H 
















































for Ttoo Years, ending respeemcfy 5tk January 1807 and Sth Jamasy 1808. 


.jji 


Brought forward ... 

Duni^wo Anno 1803. 

Bi ought from Consolidatc.d Cd^mi, after reserving as 

dinited by 43 Geo 111 cap. t>8^.... 

Surplus ot Duty on Receipts, Annoys* 3, aj|fv reserving 

» IS directed by Act 43 Geo 111 camlSbJ.. 

Surplus ot Duty on Houses and Window, Anno 1804, ^ter 
risuving as directed by Act 43 Geo ull. cap 161 .... 

Donas pro Anno 1804.^ • 

Surplus of Consolidated StaiM Doties, aftc Aeserying as 
d rccted by Act 44 Geo. Ill cap 98 ....Ta.. 


Duties pro Anno 1805 

Taken from ConsoliJsted Letter Money, the estimated 
Amount of the Additional Duty on Postage of Letters, 

lmpu^cJ by Act45 Gto HI cap 11 ... 

Goods, &c Anno ISOj... 

Legacies ..... 

Salt . 


Durirs 

t ike n out of the 


Auctions .. 

Bricks and Tiles. 

Coffee .. 

Consolidated Lxtise, \ Cyder and Perry.. 

by Act 45 Geo III. | Ghss .. 

I Vinegar . 

1. Wire . 


In tbc YIAES eiia«l 


Sth Hnuirr ism 


sC t d. 

36,643,046 5 lj»i 


250,000 0 0 
39,878 ff 4 


30 , 003,934 6 3 ^ 


975,270 17 8 


97,938,195 3 idf 


Duties pro Anno 1806. a 

Wine, Anno\803 .. 

Ditto. 1804 ... 

Brought horn Consolidated Lxeue, 5 '*■'**’** 

b,Ac.«.Oco. Ill c>, M I 

10 per Cent. Anno 1806 .. 


Surplus of Duties Annually granted, (Sugar and Malt 

alter diECbarguig Eichequer Bills < Malt .. 

charged thereon .(Tolmcco.. 

« * 


Doties granted to discharge 5 m***** 
^ 9,000,000 LEChequer Bills ' 


39,115,841 IS 


20,593 
14,115 
18S,(,04 
126,9 j1 
14,779 
“ i,8U0 


»Oi 

0 or] 
0 0 
0 /O 

•i) 0 


Mbiwsstrill^ «i 

T i 

— " I Mi l " hr 


86,509,*377 


350/100 
60,056 10 



96,819,631 3 

♦1^ 


1,093,582 3 




■iJs’ 


37,913,913 6 lAj 


176,333 

6 

8 

160,149 

15 

5 

308,7S8 

la 

2* 

339,698 

6 



39,469 

10 

8 

65,138 

a 



463 814 

19 

1 

470,871 

t) 


1 

35.j9i 

0 

0 

39,739 

0 



40,464 

0 

0 

36,700 

0 

4 


31,5)3 

0 

0 

33,618 

0 

4 . 

$ 

5,544 

6 

8 

12.998 

« 



67,7 21 

0 

0 

78,172 



n 

12,749 

13 

4 

13,195 

• 


fl 

5,791 

3 

1 

5,276 

0 

»* 



99,067,396 11 


275,193 

179,737 

38,463 

335^969 


99,48",* 03 
916 538 
902,971 
901,715 


17 6 
4 < 

0 0 
0 0 


29,890,489 }» 
1,024,6S4*)9 
1,038,904 0 
369,553 « 


31,510,918 
1.56t»,343 
*11(39 364 
2 18,336 

33,549,039 


2 104 
17 11 
0 0 
0 0 


0 9^ 


39,916,881 19 
1,845,7<I» 8^ 

»,7se d 

180,447 0 

-^ 

>4,951,816 7 













































*V.-TRAUE AND NAVIGATION OF GREAT BRITA'K 


1 Vi 


oil imports im, and (jfn//E xports> fo»i Great Britain, Thr^ Yeann 

V - 


— -V— 

Year ending 5th January 180 a\... 

"7 .V, 


1807 

1808 


Note—^Thc Value of British Pro \ice 
average Market Prices, 


orneiAi. value or 
wroarsi 

ii 

/ 

From 

Ian|)«, Alnti, 
sad Americt. 

-\ 

Proa 

East tndin tad 
Cbtaa. 

fSrsIlBIBd 

Golaalal 

MeiCfcsadlfa. 



£. 

24,272,466 

25,089,136 

^,406,330 

£. 

6,072,160 

3,746,771 

# 

df. 

9,950^508 

9,194,499 

9.395,283 

nr 


Manufacture* exported, computed at the 
the Year ending 5th January, 1808 

sand China, for the last Year, cannot be yetpsepmed* 
indixes state the specific Aiticlesi ■ > 


*** 


Number with the jinumt 

Segistered in the several Ports qf thf' 
1805 and 'ithJan. 1808. 





ir Tonnage, V/hich have been ArmuaUy BuOt dtl0 
iTisH Empire, (except Ireland) between Sth J|iM 


• 

SHIPS. 

r-'-'i-wSW ) 

In the Year 1805 ... 

1,001 

772 

89Jg|i 

In the Year 1806, being the Aernunt delivered last Year, and now corrected ....__ 


In the Year 1807 ....... 

741 



Number qf Vessels, the Amount qf their Tonnage, and the JVumlwrqf Men antf Boys 
employed in Naeigatmg the same, uhich belonged to the several Ports qf the British 
ta the Years 1805, 1806, (md 1807. * ' ^ ^ 


ms. 1 

^um 

TON* 

aits. 

14,790 

1,799,210 

117,663 

74 

6,769 

685 

111 

9,759 

1,326 

404 

9,650 

2,336 

3,024 

190,953 

15,467 

2,581 

210,295 

15,160 

1,067 

56^06 

5,J70 , 

28.051 

2,283,442 

157,712 



England 
Jersey ... 
Guernsey 

Man.. 

Plantations * 
Scotland.... 
Ireland ... 




• ••• •• ■ 


Total 




1808, 


SHIFS. 


14,877 

I08j 

398^ 

2,867 

2,788: 

1,076! 


TONS. 


1,786,692 

C,485 

10,193 

9,568 

18'>,860 

211,43) 

55,545 


MEN. 


118,089 

543 

1,351 

2,298 

13,244 

15,415 

5,081 


1807. 


SHIPS. 


15,132 
. 77 
106 
390 
\9\n 
ljd.615 
Jr 1,098 



tONI 


f,796.552 n 
6,891 
9,927 
9.373 
184,794 
216,553 
56,981 



14 . 65 », 


JVtgnAer qf Vessels, vtUh die Amount qf their Tonnage, ^rc.» ithkh ottered iNWAROf''^^^ 
cleared OutvrARDs, tn the several Ports qf Great Britain, /r^, or to alt Paris 
fFor/d, m the Years 1805, 1806, and 1807. * ' ‘ 


EKGL^KD. 


# 

, IMWABM. 
_ .'v _ 



I 


aOTWABOS. 


' 

BarnsM. 



"rbaEicN. 


1'^ BKinSH 


SHIPS. 

TONS. 

MBIT* 

SHIPS. 

a TORS 

MBIT. 

iHiPS. 

TOSIS. 

MBH. 

pm 


Vear 1803 .... 

8,889 

1,265,592 

71,786 

4,099 

633,616 

31,396 

9.320 

t.284,691 

79,287 

3,698 


1806 

.9.456 

1,239,528 

72,777 

3,3.78 

551,104 

97,798 

9,789 


78,596 

3,849 



8,590 

1,196,872 

69^544 

3,712 

626,603 


>8,924 


73,818 

3,«30 


SCOTLAND. 








* 


# 


2,525' 

228,698 

15,380. 

418* 

58,267 

3,337 

2,288 

210,518 

15.1«1 

294 



2,662 

243,136 

16,211 

435 

61,800 

3,556 

^,462 

227,399 

15,961 

210 



2,623 

239,795 

15,453 

375 a 

53,541 

3,089 


******** 


9161 



































I 

V.1.PUBLIC EXPENDITURE. 


I Interest k Charfet on th e iicrmanent 
l)ebt of Great Bnutn, Appx (A.) 
Ill The thtereston Fxchcqu ct Bills, (B } 
111 . The Civil List, (C ) 

^ (other Chirgei 

* tV J 

j Consolidated 
* / Fund, Tiz. 


I Courts of Justice 

' Mint. 

* Allow toBoy Fam 
. Sals AAllowancrs 
Bounties.. 


V. Civil Government of Scotland, (D ) • 
VI Other Payments in Anttcipauon, (B ) 
Bounties for FulK,rics, Manufac¬ 
tures, Corn, Ac . 

Pensions un the Htredit Revenue 
Milit a and Deserters Warrants, Ac 

Vlt. Navy, (F )—Salancs to the Offices.... 
lorWagcs, Bounty, Fhg-pay, Half¬ 
pay, and Pensions .. 

For Dock Yards, Building of Ships, 

Stores, Pilota),c, &e . 

For Marine Service on Shore .... 

f 

The Victualling Department .... 
tTransport do for Transports, Pri¬ 
soners of War, Sick, tf Wounded 

Seamen, Ac . 

Miscellaneous Services .... 


v«l. Ordnance, (6 } . 

iX. Army, (H )—Orrfinary Services, viz 
* For Regulars, Fcnc Milit Invalids, 

and Volunteer Corps . 

Barracks. 

Staff Ofheers AOffic of&airisons 

Naif-pay... 

Widows Pensions. 

Chelsea Hosffttal . 

EiKhequhr Fees .. 

Pay of Public Offices... 

•• 

’ \ 

Extraordinary Services . 

X Loans, Bemittances^^d Advances to 
other Countries, -^reland,„(As^ 
%L Miscellaneous Services, 

At Home.{.. 

Abroad ... 

e *» 


£> t d 




% 


/ 


tso.ooo 

a,809,7iir1h 


6,361,*735 0 8 
412,100 0 0 


- 


- 

1,829,437 

9 

10 

300,000 

0 

0 

- t * 


• 

8,614,02? 

1 

1 

256,540 

S 

2 

144,50b 

6 

9 

1 i8,343 

3 

0 

21,500 

0 

0 

"550,023 

7 

7 

779*68 

0 

10 

93,578 

6 

0 


958 000 0 

57,«8 17 ►*! 
11,576 /• 0 
290,171 ^4 9 


A* ' ^ 

|30.a. 8,174 8 “i 
),j74,S61 is 5 


*7 

8 


. e , 


Deduct Loan, Ac. for IrelamL.^* 


438,991 13 84 
27,"00 0 0 
208,197 ’0 0|| 


9,713,747 19 
4,932,777 19 


2,129,415 9 10 


1,504,161 19 
85,359 3 


3l 


674,889 3 0 


9,956,683 13 5 
^,431,867 0 11 


1,049,205 7 84^ 
178,177 13 0 


16,775,761 

4,100,748 


3 

6 


15,388,540 14 4 
3,681,251 3 4 


1,227,333 0 8} 


P5,670,641 8 
3.681,251 3 


ft 

4 


^.«m,989,390 4 to 


I 


• T&u iadsdei ffi8<Suai of ^.*43lii0^« 1^* lottreit paid on Imperial Loans. 


k Hw MOtAl iMttu tuMr eecta IimM are stated m the Appendides A, B, Ac. above lefened to>« 

^wiiuhibUew. . 

'Vx 4 £^1 S 




















M<mt$ paid out ^ the Exdeg^ m the Year ended 5th Jan. J808, tamrdt w 

i Quargn t^the Public Greiist JdtUeda^ Jeekmd, and Impaud Loane. 


Pemianent w 
Loans rauflit 
Imperial Los 


indelDeb 

^(flbSer 


Debtor Great Britain... 17, (it 1,«68 16 9} 1,403,350 14 


Service of Ireland 


L162,631 14 8 
208,792 7 11 

18,476,692 19 4i 


Towards Hcdcmption ^the PdU^n>ebt,- viz. 

Annual Issue by 26 Geo. Ill .A.... 

Ditto.... 49 do........U. 

Annuities for Tcnns of Years espired^nor to 5th July, 1802 . 
Annuities for Lives on which the Nonmees arc certiScd to li'tve 
died prior to 5tb July 1802, or that l^e been unclaimed for 

3 Years...^. . . 

Interest on Debt of Great Britain jeedeeme^,.. 

Ditto.. Irelanddo ^.... 

£ 1 percent on Part oi Capitals created since 5th Jan 1793. . 

Fart of the annual Appiopriation...... 

jE. 1 percent on Ctpitals created (for Ireland)by Loans....... 

Ditto Imperial Loans....t 



APPLNDIX (A 2 )—Total Avtomt of the Stum aituiilly rutived ly the Commissiombrs,^^ 
the Reduction of the National Debiv *» the Ytm endtnj; the 5th Jan. 1808. p 

GlthAT BIUIAIN. £ t d. £, 

By Annual Issue, 26 Geo III ....*.. 1,000,000 0 0 , 

Ditto. 42. 200 000 0 0 

Exchequer Anns for 99 & 90 Years, exp red 1792 . 54 880 14 6 

Shoit Anns. 1777, expired 1787 . 25 000 0 0 

Anns on Lives exp led p 101 to 5ih July 1802.. 20,998 1 1 ' ' 

Anns on Lives unclaimed for 3 Ytan before 5th Jan*1807.... 28,599 l/ 6 j 

£ 1 percent pei aim on Capitals created by Loans raised from ^ t 

1793 to 1807, both intlusive ... 1,491,360 ft 2J 

Interest on .4 3 per rent Annuities . 3,445,135 )4 10 ^ 

——on i 4 per cents ..... 104,696/0 0 , 

>.■ on .6 5 per cents ..*. 7,10w 0 0 J 


Three quarters Issue trf the Annual Appropriation iqwMdyaM 
Redemption of ^.12,000,(X}0,partof i? 14,200,000 toSn 1807 ^^1^200 14 
Isleicst on Capitals purchased by the Commissioners at .6 3 per * 
cent on account of said Loan..... 3,722 6 

IRULAND. 

£. 1 per cent, ptt anp on Capitals created by Loans raised from „ . 

1797 to 1807, both inclusive.... 452,427 I 

Interest on aS 3 per cent Anns ...«... 118,Obi 13 

IMPERIAL. • * 

£. I per cent, pet ann. on the Capital created by Loan 1797 ... 36,693 0 

Interest on 3 per cent Imperial Anns... 22 286 12 


8,377,771 


BiPFENDlX (fi.) wiU be found m 


VoL. XL jifpindtx. 












































pi" "■ imiL wijiy■’■ii.niit i. t» 

^APPENDIX (C .)—Charges upon the CoNSOUDAt^ Tohd, m th Year ended Jan. 5, 1808; 
exclusive of the Interest ^%the Public Debt, md tfa Peyntents vpon J&xmtWT.n BaHy f 


X. 

,.898.000 
.. 60,000 


oyiL LIST. 
hit Majetty'i Household.. 

'> Gitto by 44 Geo, III. per ann . 

COURTS OF JUSWCE. 

Judges of England and Wales l^t^OO 15 
Graham, Esq. Inspector of the 
*' temporary placet ot confinement 

«f Felons. 550 

JR. Colquhoun,E$q. Receiver of the 

Yhames Police Office . 7,168 

^ Baldwin, Esq. Receiver of the 
^r_Mven Public Offices.. 16,139 


<f. 

0 

0 


r His R. H. the Duke of Cambridge^618,000 0^ 


0 0 
6 10 


14 11* 

.JRL. til. Dyer, Esq. •Ch. J. Adm. 

' Court, Baliama . 2,000 0 0 

J. Bedta^, Esq. do. IBarbadoes 2,000 X) 0 

I. Sewell, Esq do...at Malta 2,000 0 0 

W. Ten lit. Esq dp.., at Bermudas 2,000 0 0 
Alex t^roke. Esq. do Nova Scotia 2,000 0 0. 
U. I. Minchcl fie. Esq. do J&maica 2,000 0 0 
Sberifis ol England and Wales ... 4,000 0 0^ 

Keeper of the Haojper in Clian* 
eery.... — 

MINI. 

Matter of,.in England j....... 6,900 0 0 

T. Morrison, esq. Receiver of tlie 

Pees in the Mint. 3,f76 2 0 

Master of, in Scotland . 1,200 0 0 

SALARIES df ALLOWANCES. 

The Rt Hon. C. Abbot, Speaker of 
the House of Commons, to tom- 
j. plete his Allow ance of o,0Q01. 2,801 10 0 

The Marquis of Bute, late one ot 

the Auditors of the Imprest... 7,000 0 0 

VLDeare, Esq late Deputy do. SOO 0 0 
R. Roberts, Lsq. on the yearly Sum 
" of6501 formeclypaid to the Au. 

ditor ol the Exchequer. 650 0 0 

CtWmissioncrs for auditing the 

' Public Accounts .. 12,300 0 0 

Saknes of Clerks in the Office of 
Public Arcountt.. 35,982 


6,000 
6,000- 0 
6^'0 0 
KVOO 
^AOOO 
3,000 
4,000 
1,500 
2,000 
1,000 
3,000 
1,000 
4,000 


^pector of Tontine Certiheates 800 
jCbtef Cashier of the Baiyc of Eng- 
' Imd, for Fees paid at. sundry 

public Offices.. 904 6 0 

Do..... of South Sea Co Jor do . 

Commiuionets for auditrw the 

* FXiblic Accounts in theX^est ^ 

Indies. ...iv.^,/4^0’ | 

'Manes and Cohtingcnctcs for do 5,7b4 IS 8 
Jtthn Buckworth, Esq. 49 days to 

< IQdi Oc(. 1807 ... 126 5 9^ 

Panter, Esq. for Salaiies 
\ Csfid Contingencies in the Office 

• the said Commissioners, to 


Ditto.Clarecce 

Ditto.Keot..r- .... 

Ditto.Cumberian% ... 

Ditto.Sussex.... ^.L. 

Ditto.Cambridge 

Representatives of Arthur Onslow 
Earl of Chatham 

Lord Heathfield. 

Lord Rodney .... 

Lady Dorchester .5. 

John Penn, Esq^ . .. 

Richard Penn, R'q.. 

Duchess of .. 

EarlNs'^Vinty ». 2,000 

Lord ikinaJ . 2,000 

Duke of R/hmond. 12,666 13 

Sir Wilhatv/Henry Ashurst .... 1,500 0 

StrBeautpr ntHotham .. 2,000 

Sir Sidniy Smith . 1,000 

Baroi^s Abercrombie.......... 2,000 

LoriMlutchinsoa.. 2,000 

Sir feetes Saumatez. 1,200 

Duke of Portland and othen, for 

the Prince of Orange. 16,000 

Lord Bnnngdon and others, in 
Trust fur Lord Amherst ..... 3,000 

Duke of Athol . 3,256 

Lady Viscountess Nelson . 2,000 

Sir Rich Strachan . 1,000 

Lord Collingwood . 2,000 

Sir J. T. Duckworth. l,00i) 

Lord Eldon. 955 

William Earl Nelson. 5,000 

Lord Rodney . 923 

Thomas BaronErskine ......... 3,044 

Pruiccss Charlotte of Wales. 7,000 

S uchess Dowager of Gloucester . 2,000 

uke of Gloucester ........... 14,000 

Her Highness Princess Sophia ... 5,000 

Do for 49 days to lOih Oct. 1807 752 

Sir J. Stuatt, tor 1 day 1 qr. of a 

year to Do . 1,502 

J>uke of Grafton ............. 6,870 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 


0 0 


0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 


0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

;* 

6 

lOi 

0 

0 

0 

0 

64 


14 lU 

6 0 


enable them to proceed to the 
West Indies.. 3,073 19 7 

PENSIONS. 

R. H. the Piintw of Wales 65,000 0 0 

ditto .. — 

the Duke of York ......... 14,000 .0 0 

Clarence ...^ 12,000 0 *0 

Kent . 12,000 0 0 

Cumberland .. 12,000 0 0 
Sussex.. 12,000 *'0 0 


BOUNTIES. " 

For the Encouragement of the 
Growth of Hemp and Flax.... 2,956 13 8 

Rich.vd Clarke, Esq. Chamberlain 
of the City of London, for the 
better Improvement of the Port 
of London 20,000 0 0 

Do m full of iT. 100,600 . 20,000 0 O 

Do in part of 45,000^ .. 21,000 0 0 

Commissioners for the'Improve* 
mem of ihe Port ot London .. 4,000 0 0 

Do. for Cumpciisations (o* loss 
sustained undci tlic Act for the 
Impiovemcnt ot the Port of 
London .................... 93,079 12 7 

Do. ot NorthernLtghUliouscs.... 15,000 0 0 

The Directors ot the West India 
Coiapany,ni pan of d?.3D,00(l 15,000.0 0 
Sir W. Cuius, loi 130<Ticket Pet- 
tert, clauning Compensatiens 
under Cie Act for Improve* 
ment of the Port of X.ondon, ht* 
chid^ Fees .. . 11,366 9. 6^ 

^ ‘ t 1,594,161 19 9 































































APPENDIX (B.y^Ittterat paid on Exchcqubr Billr, fi-om 5th Dap 4f Jan. 
k t/ie 5fi Dap qf Jantuay 1808. 


Aids Aflto 1806 
Supply _ 

Aids AnnoyCtpS ,c 
Ditto for £.l^sa^\ 

Ditto Bank Cba^ fqt ,£.3.000.000 

Aids Ajno 180711!^.;.. 

Bank Premiuint onni||pnal Estates and Malt Duty, Ac. 



80,26tf 3 I 


£ l.W-l.Snl I*’ 


APPENDIX (D.) —A List VI sudj^Sm and Suv’> qf Money as hope been tncvired, fliwfe 
become due, upon his Mojiitp’s ^M&hshmeiufot Civil AFFAiR»utf/itn Scoilano, hearing 
Date the 10th Dap qfjune 176cybr One Year Jrombth Jan. IbOf inclusive to 5th Jat^. 
1SU8 exclusne .. £ 85,359 3 SxV* 


APPENDIX (E. 1 )—Anunmt BoiS^iEs^airf in England and Scotland out qf the iZw-* 

nues qf Customs and Excise, betxiemuw^ 5th of Jan 1 fe07 and the 5th Jm. 1808; being 
Payments in the nature qf Antuipations qf Excheqwi Jsiues. 


CUSTOMS. 

Bounties on Cotton and Linen Manvfac-^ 

.British and Southern Whale Fishery .. T ' 

........ Kewfoundland and White Hernng do j 

EXCISE. 

Bounties on British Spirits ..■ * * 1 

. on Fish .../ 

Buss and Barrel Bounties, rertihcd on the I arise, > , l'',840 
for Deficiency of Money in the hands of the I 
Receiver Gtn. of the Customs .J 



c RLAr aairatit 


407.«g3 1(1 3| 


J1,6P9 3 5 


•562,041 10 54 76,950* 3 3 438,991 13 


APPENDIX (E. 2.)—^Posi Oppkl .—Pensions jind Parliamentary GuAsns, foi the Year 

ended'ith Jgniutry 1809. 

, ITis Grace the Duke of M irlhorough . £ 4,000 * 

His GrjKie the Duke ol Grafton .. ....... •'^700 ' 

The heirs of the late Duke of Scbombcig .. .. |i4,000 


APPENDIX (E 3.)— Excise. —An Account, shniingkowllSr^niic Monies remaining 
the'Receipt ^ the Exchequer on the 5th Jtm lb07, togetker\intA the Montes paid into 
same during the Year ending 5th Jan. 1808, and the Monies paid^ut of the Net Rroduce 
the Retenues of the said Yeat, in Anticipation of the Erihequei Receipt, haste been 
implied; so far asjregards the Receipt qf the Excise m England, and can be ascertained tiM 
the Excise Office. * , ^ 

PENSIONS, VIZ. I a. 


• £ t. d 

Duke of Grafton . ..»..*. 9,000 0 0 

Earl Cowper .... 2,000 0 0 

Charles Itoon, Esq. Moiety of the Earl of Bath's . 1,500 0 0 

Lord Melbourne's .... ditto.....r.. 1,500 0 0 


BOUNTY! 


Salted Provisiona ,•..•••••••*••••*■5.1 


14,000 1 0 
19,840 10 UW 


— 19,840 10 «^|rj 

—. . 

£. 33,840 10 1J| t 






































APPENIHX (E. 4.)— Skanf advdhcti by Receiveft Gmeral tf Ltmi an^*Ammd Tata, <m 
Accoimt qf Militia, ufui Deserters Warrants, md oAer DiAnoumenu, under vana^ 
Ac(^ qf ParltametU; between tlw bth January 1807 and the 5th January 1808 . 


^ £% tm iM jKSm 

Militis and Deierters Warrants . 19,654 5 4/r8,8l4 IS 10| 

Volonteeri . 80,434 lA^ ^' 39,103 13 4 

pefenacActs... 18,182 '* 

Anny of Reserve . 33,33T/2 10 10,839 19 Ilf 

Yeomanry Cavaliy .1,181 10 4 

npulation Act ... . 207 12 b 

^ 'ilSO.eiS 13 5| 37,578 16 7 

" ^ *808,197 10 Oi 


APPENDIX (F.) — MSttm rueived Jrom his Majesjr s Excheqva,for Naval Sekvkes, 
between 5th January 18Q7 and timoth January 180S. 


HCAUS OF SERVlrl 


• NAV\ ■ 

Salaries to the AdmirlUy, Nivy, and Navy Pay Offices .... 

Wages (o ORirtrs and Sramtn ... 

Bounty to Volunteers, tUg Pay, itc ... 

Half Piy td Sea Ottuers, and Bounty to Chsphins . 

Pensions to Sea Offirtis, tiiiir Widows, &< and to suptian. > 

nutted Artiliccrs ......{ 

Wages to II 11 Majesty s Duck and Rope Yiids . 

Building of Sliips. pun h ise of Stores of evtiy Description, 7 
rep tir ng of Ships, purch tsc of Ships t tken fiont tin Liiemy, > 
Head Mont y, &e paid in Bills at Ninety Diys Date .... j 

Pilotage .. 

>(Us of Exchange, Imprests, and Contingencies .. .^. 

ibehequer Ices.... 

Idvine Se‘rviets on Shore, and Half Pay to Marine Oftiecrs . 

VICTUAI LING, 

PrOVisuins and all sort} of Victualling Stores, paid for in Bills 7 

at Ninety Days Date .....} 

Wages to the Vielualli^ Yards . 

'Bills of Exchange and fiyprcst. 

Hecessaryand Extra NRccssaiy Monty, and Contingencies .... 
.Widows Pensions .....\...... 

TRAlhfiORTS, Ac. 

Plreightof Transports, M ii0A.i^nc a « »4 Pvj yino rt' of War, and 
Eapence of ‘Sick and WounoStl Seamen, pud for in Bills at 

Huicty Days Date ....f...'.. 

IhUs of Exchange, and all other Servitcs paid for m Ready 
Money*.. 


£. s d 
130,1100 0 0 
2,1I7,30S 7 b 
380,000 0 0 
206,404 11 6 

106,000 0 0 

l,0o 1,000 0 0 

4,654,738 13 7 

38,000 0 0 
607,976 7 1 
U,000 0 0 
412,100 0 0 


3,b21,474 6 5 

133,100 0 0 
1,031,000 0 0 
118,000 0 0 
38,723 13 4 


£t r. dt 


9,713,547 19 8 



4,932,777 19 9 


2,129,435 9 10 


i; 116,773,781 9 3 


‘APPENDIX (G). —Monmpaul by the Qj^ce qf Ordnance, in the Year 1807, for Senna 

• at Howe and Abroad retpectveelv. 

* ' ’ £ t d 

^Servites M Heme . ..’.. 3,S93«586 li 0 

SMVicei AbcoAl ...... 295,221 15 6 


,£.4,190,748 6 6 


4 




































PPENDIX {JS..)w~-Momes paid ly Ri§hH<mwiilih4ktPc^fniaagnGmerii 
jetty*a foKcaA,Jrouf25tn December 1805 to 24ith December 1007. 


• £. a. 4, , 

nb and AllQ||iin(.ei of the Forces, dec. Captains Allbwances, Off-? (.«•,*«.* ■ ■ 
^kontngVKecruiting and Contingenaec, Blits, and Clotliing .... C ♦ 

Volu%ersf.. 641,774 18 0 

Exche^r fees . 77,468 U 10 

Garnson^ .. 84,000 0 0 

PfyofOMf^. 93,476 6 0 ^ 

Staff 180,596 6 /jT* 

Barracks 846,449 8 8 

Half Pay . 198,343 3 0 

Widows Pensions .. 81,400 0 Q 

Chelsea Hospital 450,083 7 7 , 


bxtraordiuariCs 


r 


4,431,867 0 11 


.f.14,388,440 14 


APPENDIX (I.) — An Aecotmt qf Loiik% RtMiTfANCEs, and Advances to other Ckmtrk$i 
m the Year ending the Sth Day qf January 1808. 


There was remitted outof Supplies 1606/7, to that Part of the United Kingdom • 

called Ireland, viz £• t. d^ » 

Out of <£.1,000,000 granted out of Spanish Property and Droits of Ad- , 

miialty, lor the service of the Year 1806 .... 117,647 0 0 


Out of Loan 1606, per Act 46 Geo. 111. Cap. S3. 
Out of Lotteries 1806, per Ditto .... Cap. 148. 
Out of Loan 1807, per Act 47 Ditto.... Cap. 88. 
Out of Loan 1807, per Act.. Ditto .... Cap 46. 
Out of Lotteries 1607, per Act Ditto .. Cap^O, 


876,000 0 
156,437 10 
1,630,000 0 
1,450,000 0 
41,166 13 


4^.3,681,841 3 ♦ ‘r, 

I r-Tf ,i; 


APPENDIX (K ).—An Account, sheunntf how the Monies remaminq in the Rece^ 
ExrHCttUER on the Sth Day (f January 1807, together mth the Montes paid into thettnUtt 
during the Year ended the Sth qf Januaty 1808, hate been OLtually affpiud; so far at rrifafc 
to Miscellaneous Services. * 


snaricBs ai home. ^ ^ x. t. 

To be paid to the Officers of the Houses of Lords and 40Q£/'i '. 7,488 10 4^ 

For defraying the Chaige of the Superintendence of Aliens J805/b/y .* 7,040 0 

For the Royal Military College, 1806/7....... 31,345 S l|(g 

For the Use of the Officers and Seamen who served under the late V^ce-Admiral , ^ 

Lord Viscount Nelson, at the Battle off Cape Trafalgar, on the Slat Oct 1804/6 . 12,405 0 0^ 
For defraying the Chaigc of the Works and Repairs of the Roads and Bridges in the jfj 

Highlands of Scotlaira, ?806 16,240 14 .tfS 

For confining, maintaining, and employing <ltjnviets at Home, 1806/7 48,166 * 0 aK 

For printing Journals of the House of Commons, for prmnng and delivering Votes, 

and for printing Reports, Bills, &(> 1806. ..18,291 14 ^ 

For printing 1,740 Copies of the 46th Volume of Journals, 1806 . 4|,000 « 

For Printing and Stationary for the Two Houses of Parliament, for 1806/7... 30,680 

For the French Clergy and Laity, Toulonese, Corliean, and Dutch Emigrants; and 

AmeocanLoyalists, 1806/7....,*..,...6.133,11^ 8 

Towards defraying theJSxpenee of the Public Office, Bon Street, 1AQ6/7. .. W,7Oir}0 9^ 

For the Royal Military Asylum atChelsIa, for 1806....................'A..... 19,80ffiitf! litt.; 

Fortus Majesty’s Foreign and othei Secret Services, 18O6/70..... vidtsi wi ss y ah^Wr 

Bar carrying on the building of a new Mint, 1806/7 48|,033 #■ <rw5 

Extraer. Eapcnces of Pro&iyuuoiit relatiog (o the Coin of this Kingdimf 1806/7 8|,700 10 1 



































2^aL 



P^'lhe eztfa Chaije of Menengen of thtr Three Secrewia of State, 1806/7 0,500 

Per 1)0, ..of Contingeflci«..l .... Do. 1806/7..9,000 

For the Miniiten of the Vaudbii Churchei, for 1806/7 L.. 1,828 

To Sbcnffi, for Conviction of Felont and Overpayments, 180b 6,700 

For defraying Law Charges, 1806/7 .. .. 13,000 

Frotestant Diuentmg Mmisters in England, and tor the Relief of the poor^ / 

, Pn^estant Clergy and Laity, for )80b/7...V s/t) 5 0 

'"Fpr Printing, by Order fff the Commissioners of Public Records, 180b . \ ^96 5 |0 

For printing Returns relative to ihc Fxpenre and Maintenance of the Poor, 1806 u / 393 1 (^ 

Pbr the Royal College of Surgeons, to erect a Building tor the Reception of Dr " / 

. tor's CollecUoo, and a Theatre for tlie Delivciy of Public Lettuics on 
and^urgery ....... 

? 0r an Allowance lo the Commissioners of Kaval Inf|uiiy, ihUn.. 

Dwards the Support of an Institution Called the \ iicnnary College, tor 
.,Fei[the Deficiency of the Grant 180b, for the lelicf of the suffering Clepi^nd Lai if 
France, Touloncse, Dutch and Corsican Emigrants, and Aniencan legalists, 18(i7 .. 

For ihe Deficiency of the Grant Anno 180b, for the Protestant Dis^ting Ministers in 
England, and for the Relief of the Poor Frenph Piot^j^ Clerf/ and Laity, 1807.. 

* To defray Bills of the Usher of the Court ofGxcboquci brl^uorVyi Ac. for 1807 ... 

. For Work.s done at the two Houses of Parliament and at the Ho4se qf the Speaker.. 
lyPor the Deficiency of the Grant of 1806, for Do 1807 


4,006 0 
294 16 
I.IOO 0 


1,432 13 6 


377 

1,214 

27,900 

11,800 


W the Works and Repairs of the Military Roads in North Bmin, I8U7 .. 4,993 


Ftt purrhaitng Buildings add Grouno in and near Palace Yaw, Westminster, ,307.... 11,750 14 
r f Ditto nftfri _ 9.Q nnn n 


0 

It 


3 

Ib 


ftto... 23,000 

Foe Deficiency of Printing, Ac. for the Two Houses of l^ament .. 9,789 

Foe printing and debvering Votes of the itouse of Cj^mons, and printing Bills 

R^oits, Ac, 1807. \ . 16,168 

! For Deficiency of the Grant for Ditto, Anno lUOb ... 14,881 

For Deficiency of the Gi mt of 1806, for printing 1,750 Copies of tlie 58th Volume of 

' Journals of the House of Commons, 1807 .. 459 

For "defraying the Expence of printing i\rtic]es at Impeachment, Minutes ol ihelvi. 

dence, and Copies of the Trial of Lord Viscount Melville, 1807 . 2,046 

For defrayirg the Expences incurred in the Department of the Lord Chambcilain ot his 
Majesty's Household, on the Trial of Lord Viscount Melville, 1807 . 3,556 

K Expence of making an Inland Navigation from the Eastein to the Western Sea, .. 25,000 

paying Fees on passing Public Accounts, 1807 ... 5,000 

' Tpsatis^ an Award made by Dr. Swabey and Master Gnffulhe, tor tlie Loss ot the Sliip 

Dunkirk on the Coast of Denmark, 1807 ... 11,538 

iForthe Captors of tlie Second Swedish Convoy, and for the Balance due to the Owners 

' of the said Ships, 1807. 10,306 18 

the Trustees of the British Museum, for the purchase of the MSS. belonging to the 

Marquis of Lansdowne, 1807 .1... 4,035 0 

'^.'rewards the Repair of Henry the Seventh’s Chapel, 1807 . 2,000 0 

fFlprther Reward to Dr. jenner, for promulgating his Discovery of the Vaccine Inocula. 

, COD, 1807. 20,000 

[.Idle mblmg the Trustees of the British Museum to carry on the Trusts reposed in them 

P' ^Parliament, 1807' . 5,556 

*JfUr erecting Buildings for a Naval Asylum, and towards the Maintenance ot the said 

IhstitntioD, 1807 ...f.... 30,5)00 

^ Ske Salaries to the Officers, and Incidental Expences ot the Commissioners for re« 

'.Vducing the National DA<t ..... 2,328 

jtFethe Representatives ol William Young, Esq, for Exptnees attending the execution 

ef an Act for the Redeniy|tion and Sale of the l.and Tax .... 1,849 

fFar Salaries and Expences on^meruj^fbAgiqmissioners..... 2,611 

a To the Bank oUCngland, for DistBQnt on Pmhipt Payments on Loan £, 20,000,000 251,672 

«!hs ..Do ..for rcc£iving the above Loan. 16,115 

..Do ..for Discount on prompt Payments on Lotteries, 1806/7 .... 2,571 

.A Do,.fdl reviving Contributions to Lotteries . 5,000 

fincipal and Interest of American and East Florida Orders, tor Relief to such Persons 

^ai have suftored during the late unhappy Doscntions in Amenra .. 476 

I the,Commissioners for preparing and drawing Lottcr es 18^6/7 .. 15,500 

rtphiee la Hts Mqy’tty't Cad List Bt.envfs the Sums issued theieoul, pursuant lo 
Addiesses oj Ike llnbse q} Commons ; 014. 

Rewards to Persons employed under the Commissioners for rarrytng into cxecu* 
fp, tl<*n the Measures recommended by the Ho. of Com. icspi cling the Public Records. 1,085 

tiie Clerk Assistant of the House of Common^ Sess. 1806 . OSU 

[Tothe Second Clefk Assistantto the Houfc of Commons, in Do . 1,085 

ETo Edwm CMman.'Eeq 3*i;jc,,nt.'u Arms, attending the House of Commons 250 
the.!Sreputy Sel]e3n^8t Arms, to make up liis Allowance equal to £, 500, for 

t^%e Session 1806.......... 532 

* Ti/Ge«ge Whittam, Esqi for making an Index to the Votes lA Session 1806 . 350 

! TdH>Alenodct Esq. as Chaiimaa of the Committee of Ways A Means. Sev. 1806 . I.3oa 
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14 6 


0 0 


0 0 
18 0 


18 

0 
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16 '8 
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ttix] 

70 make good lo UuMoJ^t Cad tLtU Heotiuut Mamas muad IkersMt, J^r Pitbbe 
( \ SetiKesi e«. 

F6>fi^ri«* of the additional Conuntwioncn for auditing the Public Accoimtt. 

To j7]^nson, Architect toi carrying on the Building of the new Mint . S,W 

For 4dd)T\nal AUovwcc to Clerks in the Office for auditing Public Accounts .... 

To Dr. cirtSx, for iK^rouble and Attondantc relative to an Act for enforftng the 

Reridonce'V thriJIergy .... 

To Peter Loro'WAir, Deputy Great Chamberlain, for Expences attending me Trm 

pf Lord ViscdCk I^vUlc... 

To Joseph Kay&OTlil^hn Winter, Juii Solicitors to the Managers ol the JmpeaUi- 

ment against Lord vh'-ount Melville .... 0 

To W. G. Rose, Esq. ano viiers Oflicers of the House of Commons, for their Attend* 

ance on various Committcv m Session 1800 ...... 

To t Stracty, Esq as a Com''p~nsation for his Services as Counsel to the Chair¬ 
man ol the Commiitrc of the i\puse of Pew, Session 1806 . 

Foi defraying the bxpencesof a Pla^ foi th&.mre perfect Security ofilie Shipping m 



# * 


the Poitol London 
To H. Cowpcr, Fsq Cleik 


i_ ^ 1 # 


Assistant j the House of Lords, foi additional Trouble 

_„_ . isroimt Millie .... 

To W Chinncry, Esq as a CompensatiA'i^to Persons attending ddring the Trial of Lord 

Viscount Melville ............aS...... 

lo J Mebeux, Esq Assistant SegeeMry lo'Vie Comnqiisioncrs tor the Affairs of India, 
lurthc PurchiSL of the Lease of aUousC'j^n Duwntng-siieet for on Office for the 

said Commiss ontis ...... 

Foi defraying the Expcntcs ol a Plan lor the Establishment ol a Horse Patrol for the 

puolit Ro ids leading to the Metropolis .. 

To W Chinncry, Esq to pi> a Bill dl^wn by Sir Fyrc Coote, loi Bounties on Pish .. 
lo the Secretary to the Comniissiontrs of Militar) Enquiry, for Expeiues incurred by 

them ...... 

To tlie Secretary to ihi West Indn Commissioners, for ilic Expcnees or their Office . 

Io Sir I Heard, lor extra I xpencos incurred at the Funeral ot the late Lord Viscount 

Nelson ...... 

To VVilliam Cliiiinery, Esq loi Booksoi Science and Chemical Articles foi the Settle¬ 
ment ofNewSuuth Wales............ 

To J CIcmentson, Esq. for one* Ycai’s Rent of a House, in lieu of Apartments he 

resigned at the House of Commons ....... 

lo W Chinncry, Lsq to pay Bills diawh by Mr. Oaminissiiy Laidlaw, lor Bountifis 

on I ish ........ 

To r Nettlcship, Lsq. for publishing the Average Price ol Brown Sugar. 

lo the Secretary to the Conimissiuners ol N iv il Lnquiiy, for Contingent Expenccs .. 

To W Watson, Fsq Serjeant at Aims to the House of Lords, for his Services during 

the Session 1806 ........ 

To Loid Walsin'ham, Cluiim in of the Committees of the House ot Lords, for his At- 

lendante in Session 1800. . .2,698 

itliVlCLS ABUoJd , 

Foi Mis Maiesty’sForeign and other Secret Servites, 1606/7 90,338 18 

For repairing and maintaining Biitish Forts and Settlements on the Coast of At lea . 18,000 0 

To pay Bills drawn from New South Wales, lfc07 ...e...... 14,480 0 

For the Civil Esublishment ot Upper Canada, fB07... 8,980 0 

Nova Scotia, 1807 .w. 5,373 15 


833 to 

0 


4 d 

768 10 

0 ; 

649 13 

0 1 



384 12 

0 " 

974 0 

• 

to 

♦ ’ 

3,173 18 

0 

d:i5 9 

0 ’ 

. ^ 

2,637 13 

s 

1,682 19 

6 

• 

A 

71 4 



0 

114 11 

0 

819.14 

0 

871 12 

6 

434 IT 

0 

1,060 19 

0 

1,623 0 

O ' 

3,698 13 

0 ' 


..New Brunswick, 1807 ........... 777 ^.... 8',650 

.Si John’s. 1807 3,100 

..Cape Bietun, 1807 .. 3,040 

.Bahamas, 1807 ..A.. 4,401 

.Beimudo, 1808/7 . 670 

..Ntw Souih Wales, 1807 12,705 

bieiia Leone, 1807 . l^OOO 



.f. 1,8*7,383 













































VIj—P tTBUC FUNDED DEPfJ' , ' 


Fumdkd JpSBT OF UKEAT BRITAIN, OS the same stood c 

February 1808. 


TOTAL DLBl VNRLDELMLD. 


j <2^ 


^ , jE. , t d. 

*BMk df England, and Annuiuet, 1736..,. At 3 per cent...J3,686,800 0 0 

'South ScaOld and New Annutues,1731.OiUo. .yd... 18,130,684 13 1I| 

Consolidated Anpiuues .Ditto..... 359,663,346 8 o| 

ReducedAnnuitiei .....Ditto..^. 49,569,631 0 7 

Consolidated Annuities ..At 4 per(xnt...,....y. 47,107,684 17 3 

Consolidated Annuities.AtS^cli^.. £•» .. 46,539,742 1 8 

Annuities, 1797 And 1803 .........A.... I>itto.7^..../*<>«. 3,070,043 16 9 


Total CAPifALS..... 585,934 933 18 Ij 


Annual Interest . t, ... 

Annuities for Lives, or for Terms of Years ...^. .At . 

’Charges of Msnagement .... 

Annintics fallen in or dead, 1 per cent, and Aiylpal Grants, besides 


Total Cmaror for Debt payable in Gas AT Ba IT AIR ..| 30.701,793 7 4 


585,959 933 

18 


19,009,631 

8 

7| 

1,413,869 

14 

fi* 

388,409 

0 

0 * 

9,971,893 

4 

H 

30.703,793 

7 

4 


Pre^ressmtade tn the Redemption qf the Public Debt lA£LANif,./imcfe£{ m GftTAr Bbiiain, 

(U la/ Feltruaiy 1808. 



Consolidated3 pe 


Oansohdated 4 per 

, , cent Po. (^00,000 

^ 1^. 5 per cent. Do * ^72,01*0 , 

47,KJ9,625 

Redeemed by the 
CpmeMMioners 4,63879i^ 

42,310.69^’ 


Hedeei k a 
liy liici 

Cpmaiuieatn 

ai 

in r«bruM7 
iB06 

rrOTAT SUMS 
paid, 
o 

£. 

.d. id 

3,311,000 

1,153,691 4 4 

3,417,926 

1,457,663 0 S 

4,638,926 

2 8l'l,J54 4 7 



RUM'S 

RppllcAbIc t f Keduction 
of bfc.BT 


JE. * d 

\ ptr cent on 

Cap til treated 479,535 4 3 

Dividend on 
L.4,62S,926 
3 per cent. • 

Aniiuiucs - 138,867 15 7 

aP 618,4(3 19 U) 


Fi^qgress made in the Redemption efthe Imperial Dert, at IstJFebnuiry 1808. 

I £. £m £, • s. i. <£• *> d. 

jlitapeaai 3 per . 

3,669.300 829,426, 485,167 OH 58^ 1 per cent, on 

Redeemed by the ' CapitaUcreai- 

.. ^CommiiSioflers 839,436 cd . 36,693 0 0 

^ ' Dividend on 

Unr^eemed Ut * f 889,43^ 

RMumrA iliOR . 1 .c«3 «c. svj' 3 per cent 


Unr^eemed UtJ 

Ifcoa . 


3 per cent 

Annditiea . • 24,883 15 7 
~6l,575 15~7 























































AISCbllNTO^aJWAT Debt, [xuri 


VII.—UNFUNDED DEBT 


• / 
A 


An Account of the Unfunocd Debt and Demands Outstanding om the ' 5th Day of 

Jarmmy 180S. 


* -/’ 

^ * 


ExcHtavxK Bills: 

Under wliat Acts issued. On what Funds charged. Amount Outstanding. 

. - • n ,, - 

4*7 Geo. III. cap. 3. . . MsU. Anno'. - 1806 . .£^.973,000 0 0 

Ditto cap. 8., - - Aids, Anno - - 1608 - • 10,500,000 0 0 

Ditto , cap. 28. • - Ditto, Anno - -* 1807 - -<* 15,621,500 0 0 

Ditto ' cap. 73. - . Ditto, Anno - - 1807 . , I,('48,4<X) 0 0 

Ditto cap. 27. - - Ditto, Anno - - 1808 - fc- l,500,0t'O 0 0 

Ditto cap. 76. • a Ditto, Bank Charter 1808 > 3,000,000 0 0 


Tmasuiiy I 

Mitcellaneoui Semens .... 41,052 19 10| 


Treasury Bills accepted previous to and on the 5th January, 


Aehv: 

Ordinary Services ........1,063,036 10 11 

ibclraoidinary Services ..... .. Nil 

-- - - 1,063,036 10 11 

Barracks . 476,536 0 8 

Ordnance . 1,165,822 1> 7 

Kavy. 6,561,2)7 9 1^ 

Civil List Advances .. 50,430 2 6 


41^87,113 9 11 














%xxTii] PARI. ACCOU^rri—GaEAtBAiTJLiit^l^tik^y^^ 


■ \ 

vn^Di: 




DISPOSITION OF GRANTS. 


An Account 


\ ' 


)i^hewing hozv the Monifs, given for the Service tf the Year 1807, ,, 

' dispoxdqf; lo fat m 1 elates to fivLZKT'BniTAitt. ~ ^ 

- .. 


SERVICES. 


Navy .... 
Ordiiani e 
Tortis... 


surcs a& the cxigcniy ot affiirs may rc 

(jiiirc, forOicai Biium .. ... 

lomalkC good tlu liku Sum, winch liat 
been idvtnccd lo the k ng of Prussia 


upon the Continent. 


been is.ucd by Ins majesty’s oiders, put. 
suant to addresses oi the house of com 


good by pail amt nt. 

Civil Establishments and Services 


Total 


SUMS Voted or Crii< ed 

SUMS Paid. 

£. t. d 

JB s. d. 

16,<V7,e37 9 3 

16,977,837 9 3 

.*,.(•4 469 4 8 

3,264.469 4 8 

*10,^61,565 2 *9 

15,361,065 2 9 

4,500,000 0 0 

4,500,000,0 0 

• 


,• 180,000 0 0 

180,000 0 0 

5,382 17 8 

• 

• 5,382 17 8 

3,038,500 4 9 

2,774,573 8 10| 

43,327,614 11 1 

43,0f5,630 3 2| 


Rcaisiiii to be PiM. 


je. t. 4 


263,^84 15 10^ 


263,984 


Payments tor other Services, not being part of the Supplies giantcd for the Service « 

ot the Year . .£376,892 5 5| 

-- 

WaY!. md Means for an^etmg thefoiegoing Sfrvices. 

' JE. #. i. • 

. 750,000 0 0 

. 2,000,000 0 0 

Two.thirds Profits of fourth Lottery, 180b .... 12,666 13 4) ao-i am 

Ditto - - - of thiee Lotteries, 1807. f . 330,666 13 4 > ’ ' 

Surplus consolidated Fund to5th April 1808 ..... 3,750,000 0« § 

WarTaxe. •.... 19,800,000 0 0 

Exchequer Bills on Vote ot Credit.4.500,000 0 0 

Surplus Ways and Means, 1806 .. .. '^171,185 5 S{ 

Loan, part of .£.14,200,000. (the Remainder being for the Service of Ireland).... 12,200,000 0 0*** 

f .£.43,594,518 II iltl' 

• s 

A • £*% a. A ” 

Total Sum granted as per pVecedtng Account ........43,327,614 19 | 

Sums paid for Services not voted, as per Do. . 376,892 4 

• • -5— 

• • 43.704,507 4 

Amount of Ways and Means, as above.... \, .... 43,594,518 

Deficiency of Ways and Means .. .£.109, 


Duly on Malt continued 
4r. in the Pound on Pensions, Offices, Ac. 



IBEUlO^il 


























xiaiK] 


PilRZ^ A^6DNm<^!*Eafto...MFUU« hiMit, 


FlNAlfJCE ACCOUNTS IR 


YEAR ENDED FIFTH OP JANUARY, 180S!^^ 


siAkD, , 



HUBS or SEVbNtE, 


Cron Kempt 
Kill la (lie \car 



Re patmrntf, 
Drewbeckf, 
Discounli, Rrct 


Cliargn of 
Minigemt at 


X t d £ * d. 

161,778 4 8 239,121 5 3 

67,980 15 2 185,539 5 3 

■ 16,2 ?6 14 11| 30,279 3 9 

17,411 9 1 73,723 IS 9, 


< ^ 

4$ ..—...I—■■■i.ie.—.... . n .ii... ■ ■ ■ — .1- 

^ Ordmaiy Revenun • , £ t d 

J ljilirtni. 2.452.765 1 7 

iciM .. 2,306,455 4 1 

Stumps. 594,154 10 

Office. 158,749 6 3 

JfAundsge Feci. 2b,9S4 14 ' 

FeUsFces. 5. >86 l'» 

tJtatjl on Wrought Plate. 2,898 12 

Ottualties. 4,324 11 0 

I'Total Oidmary Revenues ... 5,551,669 15 n| 6,708,944 15 283,463 3 lOJ 528,663 10 0^ 

SSSSSSm 4 

Etlramdmary Resaurtn 
Gam by J^xchange on Sums re¬ 
ceived from Great Britain .. 15,973 10 4* 15,973 10 4i 

Commissioners of the Navy on 
account of Advances by Col 
lectors in Ireland, for Sci. 

» men's Wages, &c. 30,459 2 8^ 39,459 2 8^ - - - - 

From Gicat Britain, on Account . 

^ of the Profit of jlottcncs.... 224,904 10 3\ 224,904 10 3| • • - - 

' /'&om several County Treasur 

ers, paid to several Revenue ' 

Collectors, on Account of 
Advances made by the Trca- 

•ury for enrolling the Militia 2,925 6 9 18,405 17 6 • • mm 

From several County Tieasur 

paid to several Revenue • 

* Collectors, on Account ol ^ 

* tleficicncies in the* Army of 

Reserve.... .f. 140 0 0 

lERbcr Monies paid to the Public 49,120 3 3^ 


39,459 2 84 


2,925 6 


18,405 17 


140 0 0 
49,120 3 3’ 


9,115 8 
49,120 3 


' Jj^rcpitated DuUe* for Local . 

Olyertt. \ 

}.kien 'Manufacture. l,60u 0 8 3,529 15 10} 

liilpioveineot of Dublin.t 9,51818 0 10,476 11 J 

Repairs of the Royal Exclsuigc 

and Qrmunercial BuiidAgs.. 1,652 5 0 2,071 19 2 

XAgan Navigation . 3,476 2 10 3,614 11 Oj 

loss of Court.. 1.111 10 0 1,111 10 0 

TMalmdepen^t of the Loans 5,901.5^1 5 10} 7,086,72f 15 5}{ 


774 9 
12 2 


1.321 18 4 107 14 2} 


X^ni paid ipto tiie Exchequer, * 

m the Year ended the 5iti of y 

,yMt}aOttary U0»...2,977,747 4 f 2,977,747 4 9 


4 } Osa^dTretai....„.l8,879,2W 10 7}ll0,06M75 0 2| 
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nm. AoooDNm-iuumi-HMb tumpf' 


CLASS • \ • 

I. Public TncomY 
11. CoNSOLIDAXyifruNp. 
lit Arbears Balances. 
IV. Trade AND Navigation. 


CLASS • 

V. Public ExpENDiWRi!. 
VI. Public funded Debt. 
Vn. Unfunded Debt. 

VIII. Disposition of (^nts. 


INCOME. 


row M) menli •PP''"'”*' 

iwt Dt Uie loNoUonal objicii, 

croM Rcftnue. •* ^•"">1"“ '«•» 

tbe txthequer. 
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xtv] PARL, ACCOUKTS>F*"I»Mjum >i «*s A 'r << t ri Aiijf j9&AMfld^.^fVad!e, tfe, {[j 

I 

—ARREARS AND BALANCES. 




€• S, ^ 

BMmces due on the ^tli J^mnry 1B08, from the Collectois of Customs .. 50,$4T’15 tA 

OiLin .... Otto .... ofExcise...... 113,033 8 

lit iTth money Colkctois’Btlinces... 39,080 17 


IV.-TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 


J «/w oriMPOhis Lxpoms^ Three Years. - 

B 


9 I ai<»iciAr VAtvt OP 


OPFiriAt VATT E 
Qt iffl^orca. 


ifidi PioducMnd Porvtinjin < 

MaDufiicturc« I xporud Met c\^0imti6 keptaM* 


pc/* ^ 

Year endrn-; Ith Tamnry 1 BOG. 5,736,214 10 4 5,059,867 13 10 142,481 4 6 

. 1S07 .. 5,605,064 16 1 5,030,722 15 10 157,443 2 4 

.1S03 . Ji. 6,6)7,007 16 7^ 5, >07,806 16 4 150,37» 3 8{ 

Note—Tilt rcnl Viliie of lush Produce and Mnniihttures txpoitcd in the Year , i 

ending the 5th jan 180B, computed at the Average Prices rurrent,yas .£.10,1101385. 3* (^iC 


Numbet of Vtssrr*!, .Lith the Amount of then 'FoNNAor, buiit and reguteted in /Ac several * 

Potts of lut.h\\n, m Three Yeats. • 


Ycir end ii" SMi Tinu‘>'y 1S0(> 

.1S07 

.1808 



iSumki of Vissris, uith thi Amount oftkn ToNNver, and Nmbtr qfMvs endliovk 
usually emphiffd m Nia gating thi tanu, if at heloni^ed to the Potts o/* Ireland on tffe 
Dai/ of StpUmbit m tht Yeats 1805, lsOf>, and 1S07 respect welt/. \ 



1 

Number of\ easels, unit the Amount of then Tonnag^, S^c. that enleiid Inw ards and efeamik 
OuiWAi Ds in the Potts frf Inn vnd, ftom ot to all Potts of the Hoild, in ifit. Three Yeem 
ending the jth of Jarvatp IHOh. • ^ 


• • 

Years e iding 5th January 
. . - 1806 .... 1,276 

- - - 1807 .... 1,497 

- - - 1808 .... I,*03 


IN« ARns • 


BSIIISII 


MLX. j SKIPS I ro\« I MSN 



















































































PAICIr im 

(A 1 )—Monjcs fiauri^ of tJk Iteteqa </ the Exchequer^ m ihe Year endmg 

I SOS, tma/ds d^j^ing the Charge <^the PuftLtc Fovmd Debt of JKPtANO. ■*' 


wg MT* n Vi ^ 


Interest, Sec on the Funded Debt of irehnd 


Annual Issue for the Reduction of the National Debt 



(A 2 )—Total Amount of the Stons actmll^ rcctived by the Commsnonersjbr ti 
of the Naiionci Debt, m the Tecat ending 5tk January 180h 


In Cm Br Kin 


C S d £ t 

Annual Ts<iue.. ... ... t>7,6S5 I 

I vp K d Annu t (s ... - - * - 3,950 I 

Appropr at on of I per Cent per Annum on Loans since 179^ 498,386 16 8^ 196,33J7 1 


Interest on Debt of Ireland redeemed. 



( 11 )—JiitirtU on ExcurauEn Bi&lb, with the Paynunts made tn the Year fiom Sth jSpij' 

1 sb? to 5th Janaaty 180S * 


Tlicre rema nt d Interest oo Exchequer Bills unclaimed on the 5ih January 1807 .... 39 

* ron £ iOO.OOO—at 5 per Cent per Ann from 28th M irch 18W to Sjth 

Chat (re for J Dec following;. ...:■•*;;;»••* * ^*>4 

Interest j £ 300,000—at -/- - - Qitto - - 39th September 1807 to 
C Ditto ... 


- ^ 

Ditto ... :.. 8,4iai9 


Dedua Interest unclaimed on the 5th January 1808 .... 

• • • 
Total Payments for Interest on Exchequer Bills, in the Year to the 5lh January 1808.if ^ 


(C .)—Payments made m the Ytanending 'ithJanmry 1808, lot Purposes 
Parliament qf Ibeeamd piior Icrthe ( »ton, ^e 


1 m 




Dtseounl on Prompt Payment of Loan Deposits, KC. .,. • 

SUpwymiltBe of Fiifes levied m Parishes for Deficiencies in Thctr Proportion of Mei^ror 
the Army of*RBserTe A...... 


VoL, Xli^Appmdtt 





































* * J' . 

’ (b.)—-payments made fiom the Funds appropnatedfor heal Purp les in Iceland, Jimn tht 
, 5th Jan. 1807 to the 5th Jem. 1808. ♦* 


^XlncR ud Kiempen Manufecture . 2,755 4 9 

lAtgsn l^vigauon . 1,413 8 1 

' tmpioving Dublin . 8,6% 2 2 

*^ntuf9ouTU. 929 lU 0 

Exchange and Commercial Buildmgi.... 1,31517 0 

I jC 15,110 2 t) 




m <he Ytai to the 5th.fan 1808, mdrrthe tevetal Iliads of Call Lut, 
» Pennons, and other Petmanent Char^fs 


on the Civil List on the 5th J.inuaiy 1807 . 

Clutrgc for Ditto, for One Viar to 25th December 1807. 

d 

^dact!Atroar on the 5th January 1808 .... . 


)[Muw to the Civil List in One Year to the 5th January 1808 . 

^PhSKHIt ....... 

Vlhcr I*ernnanent Charges, viz 

iSibkc Infirmaries ............ .. 

4 Jhihhc Coal Yards.... 

Army Baggage. 

Jpolice Establishment ..... 

ntespector General of Piisons . 

j Tmotpoitation of Felons. 

on Auditmg Ireasury Accounts... 

nnpreatOBicc ..... 

„^emt Service m detecting Treasonable .. 

ilmovities and Compensation Allovvamcs .j, 

&dges additional Salaries, &c. 

, waaraission of Enquiry ....... 


Jhi«.d of Education 
^/l^jittery Expences 


£ 

s 

d 

39,195 

15 

6 ^ 

. 14 >,000 

0 

0 

184,395 

15 

<'i 

. 34,753 

12 

ei 

3.42 > 

0 

0 

524 13 


17,418 

6 


15,930 

1 

6i 

200 

0 

0 

1,215 

5 

2 

Bbb 

13 


2,600 

0 

0 

7,216 

9 


106,457 

9 


30,769 

16 

IJ 

1,>50 

0 

0 

281 

17 

11 

33j 

0 

3 


149,642 3 0 
89,039 6 2i 


188,6 2 Ib 11^ 



Amount tj^BouNaiFi paid out of the Public Raenue, in the Year ending the 5 th Jan. 
. t608, bang Payments m the Nature qf Aatuipaiian qf Exchequa Receipt. 


WlboM^ported. . ...11,184 0 10 

y piling Vessels...t>.. 7,028 0 0 

Imported . 6,lll 3 9A 

ft .It^ Coali brought Coastways to Dubhn. 51 4 0 

Foh exported . J46 1 5§ 

1 ' MsnFuh Oil exported . 56 19 2 

X,^h>»porUKl. 1,106 6 6 

' I?QSS exported .....«.166 5 0 

li^i. ****s****^fcrf***» ■ •#... 701,121 S 8J 

S«£|i««ailers„.^,.. 224 0 8 


* f • d • ■ d ■ 









































Militta......p........ 

Army ofRescrve ...... 

Deserters’ Warrants..... 

Fonihcatinn Compensation..... 

Ctunpcniation to Revenue Collectors in lieu ot Fees on Lieences 


*p. 


7,118 8 #- S 

ISM 


JE 78.886 a‘**J 

.. 


(G .)—Monies paid to the Office qf C/donance, in tJi/e Year to thie 5th Januar^ iSOS.. ^ 

» pi's 


Payments to tlie Ordnance for the Giant of 1807 ..p..'..pp.,.. «8.5l9,184'^ 4^ 


(II.) —Monies paid on Account qf his^ Majesty's Forces m Ibeland, in the Year 

6lh January 1 b08. * 


i. «X d. 

Rcs;im<.nts of the Line.....I,3b2,530 0 0} 

Miliiia .. ..b8l,8o3 9 0 

Volunteer Corps ..... 2b8,07j 12 6 

Military Hospitils ...... 9,773 H fif 

Royal Militiiy Inhrm try...... 3,288 11 61 

Officlating and Retired Chaplains.. 2,033 6 111 

Barrleks ......... 

Staff Officers and Officers of Garrisons... 

Hall Ply, Supernumerary, and Retired Officers .x........ 

OffSceis ... 

Roy 1 Hospitil, Kilmi nham.f..... 

Public Officers, their Deputies, Clerks, and Incidenlil hapemes... 


Fxtraotdipary Service 



(I )—Payments in the Year endinq th^5tb Januaiy 1808,/oj MiscrtLANEOCs Sebvice*. 


Public Officers for several Services..... 

Public Hospitals and Schools..... 

MisccJUaocous Services.......*. 

Public ^ards. 

Commissiooeu for P%vins, isc the Streets ol Dublin./.. 

Improving the Harbour on the North Side pt the HiU of Howth, nftar Duhhn 
Inland Navigations ..!... 


(K.) —Ammmt qf Payments from^he Vote 


•Amotut M Paynentt firom the Vote 













































VI. PUBLIC FUNDED DEB>. 


pUBtic Funded I^ebi, as the iatiie stood on the 5th Januaty 180b. 


Bant raised. 

'Jj Pay 4BLK i«i Dublin 

£9. lOf p^'Cent. per Annum... 

Sr.4 perXcni per Annum ..... 

f per Cent per Annum.. 

», ^ Pay ABLE IN London 

l^5MrCc;nt per Ann^m..... 

KdperCcm Consolidated Annuities .... 

1^9 per Cent. Reduced Annuities. 

i£.S per Cent Consolid ted Annuities, from 5th Jjnuaiy 1808 

|C<4 per Cent Coiisolidited Annuities. 

per Cent Consolidated Navy Annuities .. .. 

Bnoual Interest. 

^onnUies on Lives or Terms oi Years. 

SkBrgc of Management . 

Annual Chakcb >or Keduchun or National Dsbt 
P brtuant to Act of 37 Geo 111 for Redemptionol Debt then 

...»... 

^ A^tt providing 1 per Cent, lot Redemption of Debts ere it< d 

alnw 1737. ,j . 

Cbiil of Annual Expellees. 

R *» ' , 

riMcipdDkf Tunded Debt, on the 5th J mu try 1808 - 


Br lisli Currer cj 


^ S 

49,618.318 16 


I '’00 000 0 
0,00 1, 0 
10 , 0 ^ 8 , 7 j 0 
1 >*♦, ’ 0 0 
300,000 0 
573 000 0 
3,434,S45 5 
317,hit. 14 
)l,7b8 0 


fjfl.SSj 8 

I i 5,S17 t 
3,4(M,M>J3 U 


I III Cunxiicr 


5,668,472 17 1 
337,10l> 0 
11,030,450 11 

2,0o8 3"» 6 8 

33,()ir,037 1 8 

n,3i>4 479 3 4 
1 lO S54 3 4 
325.003 0 0 
ei't.oOb 13 4 



70, *-r , b > It) S 



'X'* 

§/S*1ltecomt of the Progtess made vi the Rroit tion of the Pullic Ft ndtp Debt of In i vno, 
• to the 5th «{f Januaiy 1808 

r 

i 


‘ • t $ d. 

KMIfk'TCtteeitied by Sinking Fund ...... 2,493,288 7 7 

Sums Paid .. . 2,090,6b"4 12 8| 

•* V 

Ann uall y applicable in lal-tnd to the Reductic v pf the N \ tonal Debt 

Aonual Income of I oans..... 206,222 11 I 

Aonual Interest on Scocic Redeemed. 113 212 18 3 

. iwni I 

e » j 

A l fce Establfshment of the Sinking Fund, £ 100,000 per Annum was gnnted for the then existing 
33,364 Hr. 8d o*t whidi was appropriated to the Reduction of Money borrowed for 
Cuvemment of Great Britain, in the year 1797, and £ 67,635 8 r 40. with £ 2,250 
ngjopm jppired Annuities which fell in afterwards, to Remainder of the Debt due by Ireland, 
year 1797, Without any Reference to the Amount 

PpA’AIoney borrosyed for Ireland by the Government of Great Britain is not included m the above 
nMBffft, bping settled for in England by tne Lords of the T^.'^asury of Ireland, and can only be pro- 
■MMwi the ^mihiUiooert for reducing the National Debt of England. 




CvOO 
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An Aaount of the Unujndfd Debt and Dfm\nds OulitANDlNQ on ih l^th Xtiji <|l 

Januai y 1 SOS. ' 


Loan D>benti<k.cs 


Residue of D{ b(*ntnres beving 4 per Cert Interest to the Yew 1788, 
piovidcd lor by S7 and ^8 Gto III but not chimed by the Pro- 
prstors, VIZ * 

Oldloin .. ...... 

I oin bv Lnttciy 17bl). a.*.. 

Lorn by Lo (.ryl7SI ...... 


Lxcheqobr Bii ls 

Oiitstind n" Exthequer Bills, piovidcd for by several Acts of Parlia- 
mt ni, but not th trtd by the Proprietors * 

Pijible ’4 June I7Si.^....... 

- - - -DU)17-)().. 

. • > - Ditto r<41. 

• - - - Ditto ... 

- - - -DltoiSOl . 

- - - • Ditto IbUi........ A . 

I xchequer Bills not in<«ui‘;c of Pnyment till after the 5th January 
IhOs, pan of t 1 000 000 by 47 Gto III < 10 — 

Payable on or be foie '8 Marth 1808 .... 

. . . . September 1808 . 

LoaasRY Prizes 


£. 

/. 

rf 

• 


' 

275 

0 

u 

1,220 

t) 

u 

*750 

.0 

0 

t 


s 

6 

8 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

5UJ) 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 


J 

1 


(a)?»«25 0 ( 


Sf 


J 

0 

(a) 678 « $ 


200,000 0 0 lit 

200,000 0 0 

-tb)400,000 O i 


Outstanding lottery Prizes 01 the sex cral Lottenesfrom 1782 to 1 SOI . (s)26,674 0 0 

*■ ■ l y ii’ 

, Total. £ 429,j 51 t V 


(a) Provision has been made for these Sums by several Acts of Parliament. 

(b) To be provided toi *■ 
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VIII.—DJSPOSIXION OF GRANTS. 


An Account, t>hetiing kotv the MoNibb, y anted for the Si iivit f of th Year 1807, haie beat 
, dtspovdqf, \Qjai as lelaht to hihiXsii. 


SERVICES. 

SUMS ( rmted 

-»- 

SUMS 1 i d 

__ 

* ' * 

BbK/tUn. 

* 

iuples » 

. £ t a 

t s, d. , 

£. •». 

Army, with Garrisons and their Incidents 

• 


n 

(l,l)7b,3o2. 7 5 British, part of 4,051,0^3 
0. C Br ) . 

1,168,225 18 1 


« t 

Foreign Corps ^24),7d2 2. b Br part oi 
832.19 9 Br). 

2(>4,408 2 8^ 


• « 

Allowance to Non-commissianed Ofiirers ind 

• 

• 

O ' 

Frivme men of the Regulars, for small beer, 

, J 

* *1 

and while on a maYeh (69,423 11. 11^ Br 
part ol 467,273 3 II Br.). 



^. 1 

l^ecroiling wd Contingencies (l24,4Slf Ifi 



• ■ >4 

?» 

*3. Br. part of 277,249. 0.10. Br).,..,,.;^.. 
* ' ' , 0 

134,855 4 lOl 

.. 

1,2^8,528 14 10:1 


























>1 




f» 


Px 


1 SUMS Crjnl«il 

--^ ^ 

SUMS ftii. 


£ $ d. 

Jtf s* dt 

j£. s. d. 

91*1,838 3 3 

V. 


62,664 19 7^ 

1 


24,000 0 0 


« 

1. 


881,835 9 0 

124,667 1 > 104 

89<l,493 0 0 

268,073 12 6 

631,419 7 6 

4 



<32,394 5 2 

62,304 10 7 

89 14 7 

1,115 16 1 

986 12 6 

129 3 7 

c 



9,638 1,5 4j 

9,46b 14 8^ 

172 0 8| 




29,230 11 11 

24,482 4 8 

4,743 7 3 

577 9 7 

318 8 lOi 

259 0 8} 

50,802 5 IJ 

40,315 13 4i 

10,576 11 64 

6,j00 0 0 

t 

4,628 15 5i 

1,871 4 6» 

\ 

20,000 0 0 

13,062 5 84 

6,937 14 3 

3^470 3 11 

2,053 6 nj 

1,442 16 114 

508,571 10 24 

; 371,134 0 3 

137/437 9 llj 




650/100, 0 0 

463,524 5 2> 

186,475 14 9J 

519,184 4 64 

519,184 4 64 



• 


340 0 0 

340 0 0 


«( 



, 840 0 0 

240 0 0 


■ 

1 


I 

O 

200 0 0 

f 




V‘ 


% 

« 


tj 

950 0 0 

Sid 0 0 



Miluta, Pay, &c (849,081 *7. 7 Br part ot 

8,497,644 7 5 Bi ). 

AUowibcc. to Non commisiiionLd Oflicirs and 
l^itrate men lot kmall fltci, inti wit le on i 
y inarph, (57|844 11. 11| Br a further part 

01407,271 a II Br ). 

Contingencies (i2,li7 17 0 Br part ol 
. (68,1)?. 17 0 br ). 


, Volunticr Corps, (830,701 4 8 Br part ol] 

• 1,490,301 !■ 7 Br ) . 

general and Stef, Ofhteis, ind Ofhicrs of the 
^ Hasp t rv ng w ili "tlie Foieei, (i7,694 

14 0 Br p,ait ol 170,o29 17 Bi ). 

FiliU pay to Supe*ri uraeiary Offat ei^ ofHu M i* 

• jest) s hoict-s, (1,03^ 19 6 part ot 34,418 

11. 0. Br . 

The principal Ottiiers ol beici il publ i Dl 
r partmciits, then Depot ( | Clerks, and Con 
tingciu bxpcitces (h, 97 o 6 Br. put ol 

881,200 lb 5 Bt ). 

Ralf>Pay to Reduced Olheers ot Ins Majesty’s] 
, ) 2.and Forces, (36,982 i. 7 Br part uli 

’ 186,<182 1 9 Br . 

Mil tary Allowinees to Reduced Otheus ol 
tiic Majesty’s Lind Fori.es (513 1 2 Br 

part of 5,133 1 2 Br). 

Ill and Out Pensioners rif the Royal Uospit il 
near KiArnimam, ind Lxpenees ot said 
Hospiial (40,977. 9 4 Br part of 400,38 > 

• 7 5 Bi ) . 

Peiuioiis to Widows of Oftieers ol tiie Lind 

Pbrees, and cxpcnecs attend ng il e s nne 
’ (6,000 0 0 Br part of i ,2>7 7 0 Bi ) 

General Hospital Lx,penees of llis Miji sty's 
^^Forces in Ireland, meludin., Mcdiiaim nts. 
General and Rcgimenial Uospit Us, ind 
•w4he Charge of die Kvijal MUtaiy InhimiiyJ 
Dublin, tor Sick, and Wounded boidirs] 

(18,461. 10 10 Br). 

1 ' Retired and Offit laiing Clnpliins oi llis Ma 
jesur’i Forces (3,208 li. 11 Hi part of] 

««• 18,808.15 11 Bi ) . 

BarAck Department in Ir/ land (407,4a0 12 
6 Br.) ... 

* Extraordinary Services bf the Army in Ireland 

' (600,000. 0 0 Br ). 


OaovsNcr ' 

06|ce of Oidiiancc m Ireland, for the Year] 
1807 (47'>,246 19. 7. Bi ).. 


I Ptfaeic Officers for sevo'al Services 
$. Moorc,,esq. Acc Gen.forhisextraordinaty] 
trouble and Expenee in picpanng and stat 
ing Ihe Public Accounts ol Ireland, laid] 

before Parliament, in 1807 .. 

J. Snatt, esq D«|s Acc Gen. for his cidra 
^ ecdfoaiy trouble^in preparing the Public] 
Accounts of year endi 

.Ath Jan. 1807 . 

F. USAu, esq. Exammator of Corn Bounties,] 
for b^TOuble iq^keeping the Accqiints*of 

^d oie*F .ft. 

R, bfehhall, ekq. hspector Gen of ^jnnorts 
9 ygiAExpo^, for pis expence and trouble tn 
’«, meparing the AAcoums of the Imports 
'RipottA#ItehiiB, for Parliament, for one 
;5ttjaa.l807 .. 


SI « 





















l«i] PARL. <8^ ff]0 


.-■ ■^■5..--=.*-- 

SUMS Ommed. 

—IHIW 

RFMAlMl 

% 

H«gh B Hautcnville, esyFirst Clerk in ihc 
Office of the Insperto<’*General of Imports 
and Exports m lrel<>nd, foi his extraordi¬ 
nary trouble in prepaiing Accounts for Par¬ 
liament .. . 

£. t. d. 

£• s, d. 


200 0 0 

% 

200 0 0 

A 

Geo Hatton, esq. kximinitorof Excise, for 
his cxiraordina/y trouble and cxpcncc in 
prepaiing Accounts for Parliament.. 

20) 0 0 

200 0 0 


Sam. Hood, esq. Assistant I xnminaior of hx- 
t se, for his extranidinary trouble in pre- 
paiing Accounts for Parliament. 

150 0 0 

150 0 0 


Tlio. Haffiild, esq Clerk, in the Office ol the 
Auditor of the Exchequer, lor his exlraor- 
dinniy trouble in piepaiing Accounts for 
Parliament .j.. 

• 

200 1) 0 

« 

2p0 0 0 

> 

1 

4 

Miscellansous BERvrcEs, from 5th Jan. 
Ih07 to 5th Jan. 1808. 

Expenceof Civil Buildings. 

25,600 0 0 

» 

25,000 0 0 

9 

* 

Expciicc of Printing and Binding ^50 ropi^ 
of the Acts of the 47th of his present Mb- 
jcity. 

1,200 0 0 

1,058 10 11{ 

141 3 -Ol 

Expente of publishing Pioclam.itions and 
Advertisements tn liic Dublin Gazette, and 
other Newspapers . .. . 

10,510 0 Ot 

• 

• 10,000 0 0 

% 

J' 

Charge* of Punting, Stationary, and otliei 
Disbursements Ot the Chict and Untiei 
Secretaries Offices and Apartments, md 
otiier Public Offices, in Dublin Ca<tk, &c 
and foi the Riding chaigts and oihei cx- 
pemes of the Deputy Puisuivmts ind extia 
Messengers attending slid Offices . 

21,20S 0 0 

•21,208 0 0 


Expenct ol Criininil Proset u'lons, and other 
I-iw I \pciiees of Governircnt .. 

aa.ooo 0 0 

25,000 0 0 

d 

Expent c of apprehending Public Ofleiideis in 
Ircl ind ... 

2,500 0 0 

1,925 17 5* 

• 

574 i 6i 

\ 

\ 

Support ol the Non-ionfoiming Ministers in 
Iieland ..... 

0,420 18 0 

P,429 IS 0 

hxpcinc ol Pi.itique, in the Port of Dublin . 

1,«47 10 2 

1,047 10 2 


Lxpendilutc at His Majesty’s Gold Mine U 
Cioashaii, in the County ot Wicklow .... 

,000 0 0 

000 0 0 


Cluirge of Incidents ol the Treasury ni Ire¬ 
land .... 

6,000 0 0 

6,000 0 0 


Charge for Clothing His Majesty’s Heralds, 
Pui<uivants at Arms, and State Tiut Acters, 
for J years, from the 17th Match lo07 

’1,080 0 0 

1,086 0 0 


Cluirge of Clothing the B ittlc-Axe Guards, 
for lb months, commcneing Isl Junb 1S07 

740 0 0 

740 0 0 


To enable His Majesty to make some allow¬ 
ance to the Cotnmiss oners ajipomted to 
en()Uirc into the Fees, Giatuities, Perqui- 
sites, and Emoluments sect ived in certain 
Public Offices in Ireland (22,500 Briush) 

• 

24,275 0 0 

#1 

• 

24,375 0 0 


Expente attending the sevcial Commissions 
for taking and rocciVing'Evidence in Peti¬ 
tions against Returns to Parliament, ih the 
Year 1807 . 

S,403 O^.O 

3,408 0 0 


Salaries of the Commissioners tor grantuig 
Lottery Licences,thc r Secretary and Clerks, 
andtheComptrolkr and Inspector of Lottery 
Office a in Ireland, for tsvo years to 94 June 
1807, and ioi paying the Salaries of the 
Commissioners for certifying Outstanff’ng 
Lottery Prizes, lor 29 Months ending 24 
June 1807 ..... 

t 

5 

& 0 

> 

6,«9S « 1 

97 13 tl 

Pyection and Complec on of a PiCr in 0i' i- 

drnm Bay on the Coast of the CotMtty of 

Bwm ... 

• 

*7,771 16 0 

7,771 16 0 

t 4 

' 1 

e# 
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SUMS GranKd. 

UKSBII 

KUCAJNSu 

Poatic BoAKDt, from 5th Jan. ISO?, to 
5th Jan. 1808. 

The Tmatees of the Linei and Hempen Ma 
nafaoures, for one year to the 5th January 

£. t. d. 

J£. d. 

£. t. d. 

1807 . 

The Board of tiritFiuut, for building new 
Churches, and rc>building old Churches, 
’ m such Parishes *)s no Public Service has 
been performed in for 20 years past, and 
for the encouragement of building Glebe 

21,600 0 0 

21,000 0 0 

’ . 

Houses. . . 

The Dublin Society, for promoting Husbandry 
and other (iseful Art* in Ireland, £ 2,000 
whereof to be applied in Aid of the Fundi 
. of the Institution at Cork, (or the Apphca> 
tion of Science to tlid common Purposes of 
J.ifc, apdthe remaining £ 10,000 for com 
Dieting additional Buildings, suppoiting the 
.Mtanic Gardens, promoting Husbandry and 
lueful Arts, a*nd the other objects olsud 

5,000 0 0 

f 

« 

c 

5,000 0 0 


society... 

12,000 (( 0 

12,000 0 0 


Sxpence of the Farming Society of Ircl ind . . 
Faving, Cleansing, and Lighting the Streets 

5,000 0* 0 

5,000 0 0 ; 

i 


Compiissioncis for making wide and convc- 

10,000 0 0 

10,000 0 0 


nient Streets in Dublin . t. _ 

Public Hospitals and ScHoot s from 5th 
Jan. 1807, to 5th Jail. 1808 

Charge of the incorporated Society in Dublui, 
for promiting English Protestant Schools in 

4,500 0 0 

4,500 0 0 


Ireland . 

25,270 0 0 

23,270 0 0 


Expence of the Foundling Hospit il in Dublin 
Gtoge of the Hibernian Marine Society in 

! 22,500 0 0 

• 

22,000 0 0 


1 t>i;blin . 

Expence of the Hibernian School for Soldiers 

1,609 0 0 

1 

1,609 0 0 


Children .... 

Charge of the Female Orphan House near 

11,626 0 0 

11,626 0 0 
i ' 


Dublin ... 

Expcnces incurred by the Association for dis- 
eouptenanding Vice, and promoting the 
Knowledge and Practice of the Christian 

1,306 0 0 

f 

% 

1 1,206 0 0 

1 


Rhigion ... 

Towaids supporting the Westmorland Lock 

1,262 0 0 

1,262 0 0 

• 

Hospital in Dublin ... 

Towards the Charge ot supporting the House 

7,'157 0 01 

h 0 0 

\ 


of Industry and Penitcnti iry in Dublin... 
Expenco of maintaining SO Patients in the 
Mouse of Recovery and Fever Hospital in 

25,997 0 0 

25,997 0 0 


Cork Street bublin . . . 

5,092 0 0 

3,092 0 0 


Charge of the Lytng-in Hospital, Dublin.... 
Charge of Office of the Qommissioiicrs of 

2,535 0 0 

2,53J 0 0 

4 

Chmtable Donations and Bequests . 

Charge of tlie Roman Cathohe Seminary iti 

400 0 0 

400 0 0 


Iireland . 

TowarSs defraying the Expence of Dr. Ste- 

13,000 0 0 

t 

‘ 13,000 0. 0 


vens’s Hospital .... 

Exnence of building the intended Hall fofthe 
Royal College of Surgeons m Ireland ... 
Por*flnishSi^ Sir Patrick Dunn’s Hospital, and 
defying the Expence of a temporary Esta 

503 0 0 

505 0 0 


9,517 0 0 

f 

9,517 0 0 


bCsRK^t and maintenance of Patients.a.. 

To ffie dmmissioners for paving the Streets 
oT Dubhn ..... 

6,204 0 0 
\ ' 

6,204 0 0, 

1 

iVjjOOO 0 0 

137,000 0 0 


. 

5,883,833 

4^402,978 1 10 j 

' 480,854 19 f 


< 


trvt\ /Mf •riir trTMAwnr ArmtiWTS POR 1808. 









































































LIST OF PUBLIC ACIV. 


Posstd in the Seirmd*St asion qf the Fourth 
Britain and h eland 


Cap I An act foi regulating; the issuing and 
paying utl At Fxtliequei Hills 
2 An iLt till continuiiig to his majesty cerium 
duties uii Milt, S gut, lubacco, and Snud, 
III GiCiVt Biitaiii, iMid on Pensions and Ot 
htesin I n^Lind, and tor repeiliug so iiiucli 
ofceituin acts as icldte to ccitiin duties ol 
Sixpence and One Shilling lespectiicly on 
Others md Pensions, and tni rigrinting the 
said duties ul Sixpctict and One Slnlliiig it 
speeiivtly, ind the said other duties, tor the 
seiiireol the yen *<108 
3. ,An irt <oi einpuiscting the Goicrnor and 
C ompnnv ot the Hiiik oi Fnghnd to idi tnee 
the *>uiii ot 1 liiet Millions, tow nds the hup 
ply foinhe stMice of the yc ii 1008 

4 All act to inllioii/e the ailiUKiin; lor the 
public servirt, upon ceittiii (omlitions, a 
pioporiinii ot the H dance rcinaining in the 
Bink of hnglaiid tor pnyiiicnl ut Unrliiiued 
Dividinos, Annuities, and lo'teiy ihizcs, 
and tor regiilBting the allumanecs to hi pud 
tor the imingeiiKiit of the Matioiiul Debt 

5 An act toi repealing in act made in the 
47th year ot his present majesty, intituled, 
' An art foi suspending the opciation of an 
' act ot the 3t)tli yi ir ot his pieseiit iiii|eets, 

lor the further Suppoil and Maintenance 
' btCurites within iln ( hurth ot Fnglaiid, 
and for other put poses m the said act men 
' tioned, so far as relates to the avoidance 
'of biiietices by the uieumbents theieol 
' having accepted augmented curacies ’ 

0 An act to euntiuue, until the end of this 
session of parliament, several acts' for cat* 
rying into execution the 1 rcaty of Amity, 
Lonimcrce, end ivigiitisn, between fais 
majesty uiii the united states ot Amern a 
7. An apt tor raising the >4001 of 10,500,000f 
hy exctiequer bills, tor tlie service of Great 
Bntain for the year 1808. 

8 ^n art to amend an act of the S5th year 
of his present majesty, for better regulating 
the otnee of the Irrasnrer of hisjnsjesty’s 
Navy 

*> \ii set fir abolishing the utBce ofSiirieyor 
(t Subsidies and Petty I ustom» m the port 
of (^ondon « ,, 

IP Am sctxa.iunend so much of in act, niado 
in tfib 4&thye.tt ot his present inujcsty, fui 
granting ceitain duties on Spirits ;oiide in 
bcotUiid, as lelates to dcliveiing up the li¬ 


Pailianient qf the ( nittd Kingdom of Great 
—48l/* qf Geoigt III. 


i'*enrca granted for distilling spiiits in the 
Loivlinds ot Scotland, and fui better pre¬ 
vent iig Prnate Distillation 

11 \ii ae* tor permitting the Impoit itiun of 
(louds from tlm Poitn^nest leiiitoiics on 
the contintiu ot 'null Anitiici, in Portu¬ 
guese shifs 

12 \ii * 1(1 to imend and cuntmnr until the 
)i of Mil ell IHCI, so iiiueh ot an ict of 

tlie 17th yen ot his pitsent iiiijesty is il- 
I iws certain Hinnties on Biitisli Plaiuatiun 
Riw Sugii evpoitid 

I i An act t ir settling and securing a certain 
Aiinuily on viscount 1 ikt, and tin two next 
prisons to hIioiii the title ot viscount 1 ike 
slnll descend, in cunsidiiaton ot thciini- 
iient seiviccsot the 1 ite geiui il vise 1 ike 

II All art ioi till regultii m ot his in ijesty’s 
Itoyii Mlime lorccs wlnli on slioie 

lo An act f)i punishing Mutiny and Deser¬ 
tion, and foi till beriti payiiitnt ut the 
Army and their Qu i teis 

10 An act lor fuithei continuing, until the 
25th of Much IdOQ, certun Bounties and 
Drawbicks on the exportation ot Sugai from 
Great Britain , andtoi susjiending the couii- 
tiiv iiliiig d ities ind hountuson Sugar when 
the duties iiiijiosed by an ai tot tbe last ses¬ 
sion ut puliameiit sb ill be suspended 

17 An act to continue, until the 2Sth of 
March 1800, certain acts tor regulating the 
Dtavibn ks and Bounties on the exportation 
of Sugar I om li eland, and allowing British 
Plantation Sugar to be warehoused in Ire¬ 
land , and for warehousing in Ireland Rum 
or Spirits ot the British sugar plantations. 

18 An act for anieodiiig and further conti¬ 
nuing an act made in the 38th year of hn 
present majesty, for regulatiiig the payment 
of the duties on Cinnaiuon, Gloves, Nuttnegs, 
and Mace 

19 An act to continue, until the 25th of 
March 1810, an act made in the 46th year 
ot his present majesty, for permitting the 
importation ot Masts, Yards, Bowsprits, and 
limbci, for nav il purposes, fiom the British 
colonies in North America, duty free 

20 An act to cryuiniip, junlii the* 25th of 
March 1810, several laws iditiiig to the 
encouragement of the Greenland Whale 
1 isheries, to the admission to entry in Great 
Britain of Oil and Blubber of Newfoundland 
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* taken by his majcstyl suh)ccU carrying on 
the flhlierv horn ancr levding in the said 
island, and to tlip'alloniiig tli(,*jn)poitatioi 
ot I I'll! from Mewfoundljind and the coast of 
I ahrador »• 

31 Aa act to empow'er the Commissioners 
appoiiiicd tor distributing tin. money paid 
by the united states ut Amcriro, to with 
diuw (he same troni the Bank, and invest it 
111 exchequer bills 

32 An get fur^waking perpetual several Isws 
relating to permitting the cxportition ot lo- 
bi(C) Pipe Cl ly tioni Grtxt Hiitniii to the 
Biitish Sugar colonies in thi West Indies, 
the iiiipnitation ot Salt tioin Pinup into 
Quebec in Ameiiea, and the prohibiting 
toriigii'wrouglit Si nS and Vehets 

An vet to eoiiiinup <<eveial hws ifiatmg 
to the Cl iiiti c i B untyoii the impuit itiori 
into Gi( It It II III! ot Hemp, and lOUgh and 
undressed llix, tiuni Ins inijtsty’s cilonics 
III Ameiiei, ind lu the more cdertualiy en- 
roui icing (he ui inuttetiire ol 11 1 \ and C ot- 
toii III (>reit Biiliin iiniii the .25lh ol '^ich 
IHIO lint tor c* intiiic i Bounty upon cer 
tain spre ts ol Biiiisli ind liisli Lmeiis e\- 
poitcd fionC'it it Hiitiin, md tikig oil 
the duties ui in )i nt ilioii into Gie it Iniuuii 
nl I lit I 11 liivk 1 1 en ^ iiiis in ide ol I li\, 
until tlie ’ ith ot M 1 (li Idl 1 

24 \n let I jr tnith( r r iitiiuiing, until three 
111 nulls lit! I ll e I itif rilioi) ot idctiiiiiiie 
titoty ot price, ail act mule in th lltli 
yeirot Ins picsent rnijesty for pninitting 
ll e import ilnn into ( it it Hut tin, ut Hides 
nil 1 other iitichs in true gn slops 

2'i \ii ait til luither CUitinning until the 
2 uh of Fills I too sii act imde in tlie o Jd^ 
yni ol Ins present majesty, 111 iendciiu„ the 
I lymt lit ot ( iiilitnis riioie eqii li and e\pc> 
dm us in Seuthiid 

26 \ii ict toi gr lilting to his mijesty, until 

the end of the next session ot jixrli unent, 
Duties ot ( iistoms uii the goods, wires, and 
iiicieliaiislize tlieieiii enumei lUil, iii lui 
tiuiaiict ol the pros isiunsful ceit^in Oidois 
in Couneil / 

27 An act to continue until the i5th *of 
Match IROd, in ict of the list >cii of his 
prestnt mijesty, lor piohil iting thi expor¬ 
tation lium Ireland, .uid In pcimittiiig tl e 
importation into Ireland, duty hee, ut ( uin 
and olhei Provisions 

28 An act for gi lilting to Ins raijesty, until 
the end of the next session ut piihanieiit, 
ceitaiii Duties on tRe (fxportatioti from Ire¬ 
land ot goods, waies, and inerchandfte theac- 
in enumerated 

29 All act to prohibit, uiilii the end «t the 

next ses'ion of parliament, the exportition 
of Jesuits Bark and Cotton Wool horn lie- 
land • ^ 

SO 4n art to amend an act made in the par¬ 
liament ut I Aland, in the 33d yedt' or liis 

f iiesent majesty, for regulating the Trade of 
reland to and from the East Indies.* 


31 An act to extend the provisions of an act, 
made in«the 4jth veir of his pieseiit ma¬ 
jesty’s wign, for preventing the counterfeit¬ 
ing of ct I tain Silitr lokeiis to certain other 
1 likens whiih nny be issued by the governor 
and comp iny of the B ink of Ire land, and to 
piomote the ciitulatioii ot the siiiP last- 
mentioned tokens 

32 An ai t to permit ccrtiin fmods importtd 
into Jieland to he wartliousid or seemed, 
sviiiiout the duties due on the fmpoitation 
tlieic it being hist paid 

33 Ai ict to prohiliit, until the ind of the 
next sissimi ol parliimiiit, the (xpoitatiun 
of Jesuits Bilk fioni Gii it Kiitiiii 

34 An act to prohibit,/intil the end of the 
next session ol paili iiiicnt, the exportation 
of Chitton Wool fiom (>ieit But iiii 

i All act foi imposing, piitil the end ol the 
next session ut p nii uiicnt, i diitv on ( uttim 
Wool, the growth pt the Ui^iisli*colonies, 
exported fiuin Gn it Biitiiii 

36 An net for fuitbci continunig, until Hie 
21th ot June 1800, in let of (hi ,6ili st ii 
Ilf his pe eiit n ij at), fni ihe iined 
amii dm,, suer il Isns relaliiig lo rhe Duties 
ot r\tise uf )ii \l it , 

37 All ici tor miking vtlid cm sin Oiders in 
C ouncil auicUW in iiitsol the (. ornmiasioncrs 
of tlie In isiiiy, fit the entry and wire- 
lioiising ot cert nil goods iinpoitcd >in \eu- 
tril Vesvilx ind tor indemnity mg all jier- 
sons com erned therein, t >r the remitting ot 
I iifiiiuiesin ccrtiin cises, and lor eiii- 
bliiig Ins majesty to illon during the lonti- 
nusiiee ol hostilitiis, and until two m mlhs 

^ attci the comiiunccineiU 1 1 the iiixt session 
ol psiiiiiiicnt, the impiititioii of goods 
fiom Luumnr.liori winili the British dig is 
excluded, iii iinv scs els svhitever 

38 In I t I >1 glinting Annuities to satisfy 
et Ituiii txchequtr bills 

An ict foi inci easing the rates of Subsist 

, dice to be pud to inn Iwecpcrs and othesson 
quaiteiin.'Soldieis ^ « 

40 An iitti mdiiiiniA 4icli persobs in the 
Hiiittd Kinedotn as ifnso omitted to quality 
thrniselves tor Othces ind Lmuloyiiients, 
and foi extending the times limited fur those 
purposes lespeetncls, until the JStU of 
JVInicii 1800, tnd lo pciniit siiili peisons in 
Gieal Biitain^is have omitted fo make and 
file albdavits ot the exeeuliiin of indentures 
of Clerks to attoinij^s and solicitors, to make 
and tile the s ime on oi before the Isc day of 
Ilil ll y term 1809 

41 An act to rejieal certain duties of Fxcise 
in Iielind, end to graut ceilam btaqip*Du- 
IIC8 iii'liLU ihcHot, and also ccrtiin otliei 
Stimp Duties, ind to imnul the lins*i(r 
lating to the Stamp Duties in Tiela id 

4^ An ict lo glint to Ins mijcsty rcrfiin 
(luties^and tixgs in Ireland, lu lespict of 
Carnages, Dogs, biielJeiiths, Ilojses, Male 
Seivaiits, ukT Windows, iii lieu ol fdiiiier 
duties and taxes, in icspeet ut the like 
arUclfs 
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^ 43. An act to suippiid until the 11th of June 
1808, the pujrmeiits on ail Oraivbacks on 
Spirits made or distilled iii*Great Britain nr 
Ireland, and exported frum either counirjr to 
the other respcctiveijr. 

44 An act n* prevent the e>portatioii of Wool 
to k eland, before bond given for the due 
landing thereof. * 

45. An act for dcfra 3 fing until the ?5th of 
March 1809, the ch.trge of the Fay and 
C'loatinng' of the Miliiia of Ireland; for 
holding court<i martial on serjennt majors, 
Serjeants, coiporals, and driiininer-., for 
ulfeiicis comiiiiUed duiiiig the time such 
militia shall not he embodied ; and for mak¬ 
ing nllowances in reriaiii cases to suhniteru 
od'uersofthe •.ai«l nnliiia during peace. 

46. All act for dcfr.i)iiig the charge of ihv. Fay 
and C'loatinng of the Mditia in Great Bii- 
taiii for the year l{l08. 

47. An act for quit ting possessions and con- 
firiiiiiig defeciive 'I'nlcs iii Ireland, and li¬ 
miting the .right of the crown to sue i« 
manner thcieiti mentioned; and for the 
relief of Incundients in respect of Arrears 
due to the Cl own during the inciiuibcncy of 
their prtdccessois. 

48. An act to enable his majr sly’s Post Master 
General of Ireland to punhase piy^nnsses for 
the enlaigonicut of the Gciieial Post Olhee 
ill the uty of Duhlni. 

19. All att for accelerating the making up, 
examination, and audit, of the Accounts oj 
tlie P.iviiiastci Gciiciai of his inujesty’s 
Foices. 

50. An act to suspend the gianting of Ottices 
in Uc'icrsioii, or for joint lues with heiieht' 
of siiri ivorsliip, for one year after the passing 
of this act, and from thence until six weeks 
after the coniinencemeiit of the then in xt 
session of parliaineiit. 

51. All act for making .Allowances in certain 

cases to subaltern of&'ers of the Militia in 
G.'eat Britain, wlitle disembodied. • 

' 5!^. An act to ;evivc and continue, until the 
25tli of' March i809t| and ameiul so much of 
ail act, made in thc*39th and 40th years of 
bis present majesty, as grants certain Allow¬ 
ances to Adjutants and Serjeant-Majors of 
the Militia of England, disembodied under 
an act of the same sc'ssion of parliament. 

£S. An act fnr raising tno sum of Tin to .Mil- 
lioiu by Exchequer Bills, lor the seitiee of 
Great Britain for the y^ar 1808. 

54. An iict for raising riie sum of 1,500,000' 
by Exchequer Bills, for the service of Great 
Britain fur the year 1808. 

55. An act for repealing the dirties of Assessed 
Taxes, and granting new duties* in lieu 

, thereof, and certain additional duties to be 
consolidated therewith; and also for repeal¬ 
ing the Stamp Duties on Game Cerriric.ite^ 
and granting new duties iq lieu thereof, fo 
be placed under tbe nuiiageinent of the 
' coiftmissToners for the affairs'of Taxes. 

58. An act fur abolishing Fees received by 
. Officers iu the service of the CustodL n the 


several ports of IrePind, and for regnJatiog" 
the hours of attendaMe and the number of 
hoJydays tb be observed by the said Officers 
and certain officers of Excise. 

57. An act for increasing tbe duty on Corks 
ready-made, import^l into Great Britain. 

r>8. An act fur aineiidiiig the law with regard 
to tlie course of proceeding on Indictments 
and Infurmatinns in tbe court of King’s 
Bench in cenain cases: for authorhring the 
execution in Scotland of certain Warrants 
issued for offences commuted in England ; 
and for requiring officers taking bail in the 
king's suit to assign the bail bunds to the 
king. 

59^ An act for enabliog his majesty to settle 
an Aiiiiuily on her ruysd highness tbe Duchess 
of Bqiuswick WolfcnbutU‘1. 

60. All act for repeating an act passed in the 
1st year of king James the ist, intituled, 

‘ An net coiiceri.mg Tanners, Curriers, Shoe- 
' makers, and other Artificers occupying the 
' ciitling of Leather ;* and also for repealing 
ani^ amending certain parts of several other 
at ts«of parliaiiient relating thereto. 

61. An nit to continue until the end of the 
next s'ssion of pailiamcnt, an act of the 
4f>th year of Ins presenit majesty, for ap¬ 
pointing Coninnssioiieis to enquire into the 
Public i'xpeiidituit*, and the conduct of the 
piihlic business iu the Military departments 
therein mentioned. 

6'i. An net for the making perpetual several 
acts for the better colleition and secuiity of 
tlie leienues of Customs .ind Escisc in Ire¬ 
land, initl lor preventing frauds tlierrin ; and 
lo make fuither provis on for the security of 
the said resenuf'H, and for the execution of 

• the scKial aet'H lelating thereto. 

68. All act to amend an act made in the 47tli 
year of Ins pit sent majesty’s reign for se¬ 
curing the collection of the Duties on Auc¬ 
tions ill Ireland. 

61. An act to amend an act made in the 46th 
year of bis present majesiy, for enabling his 
majesty to accept the sen ices of'Volunteers 
from thf.Mibtiii of Ireland. 

,65. An ac^co make more effectual provision 
for the budding and rebuilding ofChurches, 
Chapels, and Glebe House*-, and for the 
purchase of Glebe Lands, Glebe Houses, 
and Iinpropn.iiioiis, in lieland. 

66. An act forciiton n-g the Itc-idcmce of Spi¬ 
rit ual Pirsons on their benefices in frelaiid. 

67. An act for granting an additional duty on 
Copper imported into Great Britain, until 
the 5th of April I81l| and frMIs thence to 
(be ciki of tlie then next session of par- 
li.iineiit. 

(j 8. Ah act for extending the Bounty now pay¬ 
able on Pilchards exported to the West 
Indies or Mediterrniienii to Pilchards ex¬ 
ported to any paj-ts beyond the seal. 

69. All act to permit, until the 25tii of March 
1810,*<Sugar and Coffee to b4 exported from 
his majesty’s colonies or Plantations to any 
port IB Ewope to tbe southward of Caff 
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• J iiiuterre, and Corslto be imported (loin 
su«tt put and fr«m tm coast of Afiica into 
tlie sttid colonies mid pi iiiratioMg 

70 All act to pioside that Biitish ships which 
shall he captured h^ tlie enemy, and shall 
afttrwifidb bccoiHC t.fb pioperty of Diitish 
&uli)cct», »h ill nut be tiititled to the piivilegc 
of Biilish ships 

71 An act to ainciid so much of two acts of 
this session of p iilianient ioi cairying into 
execution cci^nn Oideis in Council, as ie~ 
latcs to thb*(luiieb on Goods exported Irom 
the walehouses iti which they ln\e been 
secured on iinpoit ition, and on ceitain Pri/e 
Goods imported inlu Gicat Britain or Ire- 
lind 

72 In art for the increase and prrsersatioifof 
I mil er in Dean tnd New boiesis 

73 An act to impicie the 1 and BcsTiiiic of 
the C town iii t'lii.l iiid, and also of his uia< 
jcsiy’s duchy ot Lii coster 

71 An ocl lot the better collection of the 
Dunes on M dc made in Gieat Britain 

75 An oct fur pioiiding suitihle Tiitmnicnt 
ill ehni(li-\ imIi oi piiochi li liinyini!gjrouDds 
HI I I t,lind, til siieli de il liiuiitin Bodies as 
III ly be c ist on '‘lime fi ni the sen, in coses 
ot wieck III otbcMvise . 

70 An ait til raising the suill of 10,500,000/ 
lyuayot \iiiMiiiies 

71 \n ael to en ihir Ins n)a]esty to vest the 
ii„ht of ipp iintinent of M ister ot the tice 
bciiool ot J uiidondeiiy in the city and 
couiitv ot iondundeiiy, iti the bishop oi 
Deny fui the liiiic being 

7B Vu act to giant to 1 is majcst} dutic upon 
Malt mode iii [reland, mil upon ‘^pi its* 
niuU 01 distilled in Iieluid , and to allow 
certain Drawbacks on the I xpoitatii^fi 
theieuf 


for regulating the periods for caiicelbiig and 
delivering up certain Bunds jcclauiig tu lha 
levenuc of CusSoms 

85 An ait to legulatc the Irade betwefq 
Great Bntain ntni tin united states of Ame¬ 
rica until the end of the next bessiun of 
piiliainciit ^ 

80 An net to revive and continue until the 
35th of Maich 180<), an act of the S 9 tli 
ycai of his piesciit inojesty, lor the inoie 
effcctn<il cncouiageuibiit of the Biitisb 

I ishcries 

87 An act foi lepealiiig the rates and taxes 
taken by licensed Hackney Coachmen, and 
tor t tibli'>li iig others in luu thereof, and 
fui imentlni„ set oral laws relating to Hack¬ 
ney ( IK Iks * 

88 Ao •K't to resti un the negotiation of Pio- 

II issiiiy Notes aiul Inland Bills oi Lxchauge, 
uiidci t limited sum, iif 1 iigland 

8 Q Vn ict fui euabliu,! the Commissioner^ 
appoint! d to exanfinc Accobnts of Public 
Lxpcnditure iii the Btmek Ofbee, more 
speed 1 y and ciFectually to iiiiestigatc the 
said \eeounts 

00 An act to ennlle the f ommissioners for 
auditing Pi hli) All unts, and the Coiomis- 
sioiicrs tui the Afl fls of Ban icks lespeo 
tncly, ^md and leitne lettcts*and 
packits on the business ot their ofhees iiee 
ofposugt ^ 

91 An aii t r entiling the Cnmniissiiiners 
app Hilled t> cxanniic Accounts of Public 
Fspindiiuies in the West Indies, moie 
spird ly anil cllccliially to investigate the 
Slid Alt H Ills 

93 All III to icpial so much of an act, made 
HI the 47tl) >< u of ins present majesty, lor 
ch ti^ui„ till sum ul 13 300,000/ raised fur 
ihesiiiicc if (iiiiil Biiiaiii for the year 


70 An act to amend the two icts foi tht col¬ 
lecting of tic M lit Dutitaiii Iicland, and 
I emulating tlie ti idc of a Maltster { 

80 \n Kt to continue until the 5tli of Tuly i 
1809, and to amend, several acts for grant-'! 
ing ceiham Rues and Duties, and tor allow¬ 
ing ce tain Di «wl acki/ and Bounties on 
Goods, Wares and MercliaiK've imported 
into and expoited linm Iieland, and to 
grant new duties on tlie importation of Eist 
Jndia 'sugar and loiiign Spirits, and to 
reduce the Duty on British Plantation Coffee 
•imported 

81. An act to amend the several acts for the 
regulating and securing the collection of the 
Duty on bpiiits distilled in Ireland 
88 An act to maid poi pctual and to amend 
several acts for the befler regslatiiig the 
issuing and grintiiig of Peiinits end Certifi¬ 
cates, foi the conveyance and pratoctiun of 
certain exciscablo goods in Ireland 
85. An act fur raising the sum ot 750,000/ by 
wa/bf Annuities tor the service of Ireland 
84. An act for amcndiii)^and rendering more 
effectual afl act, passM in the lastsscuion of 
parliament, to mahe more efiFectual pro- 
^ vision fur the prevention of Smuggling; and 


1807 U(uii the iJuiKs ot ( ustoms and 

I \t ise gi iiitcil ti Ills iiiajcsiy, duiuig the 
conliiiii uicp of the present wai, as icl ites to 

• monry issut d fur Chafes ol Management of 
Stock redeemed 

oj An act tu itpcal ¥> mueiTof an act oPibe 
1 st yc II of king Junes^l as relates to the 
pen lilies on shooting at Haies , and also to 

II peal ail act ol the Jd year of king Geoyge I. 
leiatvng to Game-keepeis 

9i« All act foi icpcalmg so iniiih of an act 
ID tde HI the p irhanicnt of Sctitl md, in Jkbe 
fouith sessiod of the fiist pariianient of queen 
Anne, intituled*, ‘ Act for ^reseiviiig the 
G line,' as lelat^ to the Sliootinf of Hares. 

95 An -Kt for continuing, until the 1st of 
August 1811, an act ot the ^5th year oi Ins 
present mijosty, tor allowing, under eertipir 
rcstnctions, the bnu,,iiig a limited quantity 
of Cdals, Culm, or C mders, to I undun and 
Westininstci, by inland invigitioii. * 

96 An act foi the better care and mamteoance 
of Lunatics, being Paupeis or Criminals in 
Lu^land 

97. An act t 9 enable tlie Commissioq^rs afh» 
majesty’s Ircasury, to issue Exchequer IbUs, 
ojntiw cicditof such aids or supplies bare 
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been or ^hall be granted b^v parliament foi j spectsthecompenbakontoJohnM*Clmtockf* 

' the sei vice ol Great Bruafii toi tbe jear | and Willidin Toater M'CJmtocii, esqis. Pa- 

1008, * ' tetitee OBUeii of the tfdice of aeijeant at 

98. An act for letting to Farm tlit Dutita oi anna of liie said (’ourt of Eat lieqift r. 

Ilorsea hirtd by the mile or stage, to bi 109 An act to ieg6late the Irnde bttueeii 
used III travelling, and on horsea lined for a Great Britain and tlib Portuguese Uriitoiics, 
lesstpeiioil of time than 28 d iys, for drawing on the LOiitiiiLiit of South Anitiioa. 
carnages used in traftlling post, nr other- 110. An .ict for the luitlier encouiageinent 
wise, in Great Bntain, and foi better secui- and better regulation ot the British White 

ing the Slid Duties Ileiiiiig Iisliery, until tlie 1st ot June IBIS, 

99 An act for depositing Pure Goods liable and from thence to the end Qt the then next 

to duty in warehouses undei the caie of the session of pailiainciit 

officers of th( Customs and Excise, and fur 111 An act for eii ibling ins majesty to estab- 
rediiciiig spirits coiuieiniKd is pii/e to a lisb a permanent I ocal Miiiti t Ioice, under 

proper strength, for home consumption certain restncliuiis, tor the defence ot the 

100 An act for extending the provisions ot an realm 

act made in the 47lli*ycarof bis present nia- 112 An act for r using the sum of 500,000/ 
jesty, so far as respects the pavmee t of by i^casury DilL fur the seivice of iielaiid 

Pii/e Money aiisiiig liom r iptuies inide by for the seal 18UH 

Foreign in cnrtiuticiion witli Krilisli ships, to 113 An act lo empower Giitiid Tunes in Iie- 
captures'made by the lind fences of boreign land (or peisons appointed by tbeinj, to sell 
States in con'iunction i^ith tlic Biitisb. oi exchange giouiul ,hat tns been nirupieil 

101. An act fur extinguishing the right ofwaji by eild Court Houses, Gaols, oi County lii- 

over a lane or loid leading across the exer- fiinpiries, and tlie matcnils theieon 

cising i^nnind in front ot Cli ilhain lines, and 111 aet loi niiing the sum ot 'sis Mtlli ins, 
fur vesting tlie soil thereut in Ins niajcsty, by T xrhcqiier Hills, tor ihe semee ui (ireat 
bis heirs and siiccessois Biiiain fui the >ear 1808 

103 An act fur apponitnig Commissioners fui 115. An ncltogi.iiU to Ins majesty cniinter- 
caCirying into execution an act^f t^is session vailing Duties on Spniis unpuitrd into fie- 

of parliament, for giaiiimg to In') majesty a land hum Seotl ind, and lo allow eij nvali ii( 

Duty oit Pensions and Oliicfs in Inglnnd, Di twbaeks on Spnits cxpui ted from Jieland 

and an art made in the iBth year of his to SeotlamI 

present majesty, for granting .in aid to his 110 Anaitfoi gianting to Ins m ijcsty Riles 
majesty by a J.ind Itax, to be laiscd in of Postage on the conveyance ot Letteii iiid 

Gital Biiuiii, toi tlie seiviic of the year Packets to and fiom the island ot IVI dnia, 

17il8 nnd to and from the Poitugiicsc teiiituiies 

103 An art fui fuithei extending the piovi- on the euiiiiiient ot South Aineiiea 
sions of several acts, fur establishing the 117 An act toi lepealmg the Duties upon 
Bank of Iielnid, aiui foi empoweiiiig the '*ilks painted and atiiiied, and tot gianimg 

governor and company of the said Bank, to olhii duties in lieu thtieof 

advance the sum of l,J'i0,000/ lush cm- 118 An act to piohibit (he Distillation of Sj i. 
rcncy, towards the service ol the yen 1808 fits fiom ( oiii^r Grain, for a liiiiiled time 

101 An set for the bettci regulation of Pi 119, An ait lot rtgul iting thi rhugini'of the 

lots and of the PilQjt.ige of ships tnil vesselj duty on Sjniils iinpoited into Great Riiiain, 
ii^'igating tlie.^British sens aceordiiig to the stiength tbi rent 

10a All act tu nui'wii/e Ins majesty until the 120 An aet fur le^ucing the Excise Dutiis on 
35th of Malt h 1809, tfi make regtilatiuns rt- 1 iffte iiiiported \ ito Great Britain, and for 
specting the tndt and commerce to and ^ diroellng i<(iU (e>ffee iiid coiot warehoused 

from the f tpe of (tikkI Hope sliMI he suljeit to the legnlations of an aet 

lOG An act to icniedv the inconvenience ot thi IJd jiar of ins piesenr iiujesty, lor 

which has aristii, and may arise, from the peimitt iig crrUiin goods iinpoiud lo he se- 

fixpirutioii ot Acts, before the* passing of cmed in w m houses 

Acts to continue the sinic ' 21 An act for ledncmg thediity of custoiivs 

107. An act to enable the ‘lecrotnrj at War on ( oftee impmli d into (jie ti Biitain when 

to enforbe tlie making of keturns fiom eleiks taken out ol wan house for lioine coiisump- 

of subdivisions, and otlieis, in lelation to tion 

Fines, Halt Bounties, and llesiduts ol sums 122 An act for vestiog all estates and pio- 
due'under certain arts rela'iiig to the Dc- pi ity oconpird fer tin B niaik ime in the 

fence of the Realm, for thejmrpose of di- C iinmissnmers for ilu All ns of Barracks; 

rfctmg the distribution thereof to the ficrsoiis and htf* gi inti ig eeilam powcis to the said 
entitled thereto. e miiiiissnmcrs 

108 An act for carrying into complete exe- i 12i> An act fop the disci arj^t of Debtors in 
cution and effect ceitain piovisionseontained ^ exeeiiinm foi Smill Debts, lioin impiison- 
in an act passed in the iSd yeai of hlk pre- ineiit in rortniii cas\is 
•4nt (hajesty, for making cmfipt nsatiun to 124. An set for coiitiuiinig the preininmsal- 
the Patentee Oifaceis of the Pleas side of the lowed to ships employed in the Southern 
^ur( of Exchequer in Ireland, as far hse- Whale Fishery. 
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^85. An act to pert^t the importation of 
Rico, Grain, and Flour, from any foicign 
colonies on the c^uiineiit of America into 
certuin portb in the Webt Indies, and to al¬ 
low celtain artiolrs ti^l e imported li'oiii the 
unitedibtateb oF yVnitiira into the Biitith 
pioiniceb III North /Iniericn, for the purpose 
oi exportation to the British islands in the 
West Indies. 

126. An act to pcrnril Goods secured in ware- 
lioubt;^ III ll^e>port of London to be removed 
to the out-ports for exportation to any part 
of Europe, for einpowcring his majesty to 
direct that Licences which his niajesiy is au¬ 
thorized to grant under his sign manual may 
be granted by one of the principal secretaires 
nf state; and for enabling his majesty to 
permit the exportation of goods in vessels of 
less burthen than are now allowed by law, 
during the present hostilities, and until one 
month after the signature of the preliminary 
III tides of peaee. 

127. All act to render valid (^tain Mar- 
iiaites bolemiii/ed in coitain cliurcl^s and 
public chapels in which banns had not 
usually been published hefnru or at the 
time of passing an act made in the 26th 
year of the reign of ins late majesty king 
George li. intituled, ‘ An act fur the better 
‘ preventing of clandestine Marriages,' 

128. An act to repeal so iiiurh of an a^ 

passed in the 45th year of his present ma¬ 
jesty, for regulating the office of Paymaster 
General, as requires certain Accounts to be 
examined and settled within certain periods, 
by the Secretary at War, and enabling bis 
majesty to make orders for examining and 
settling such accounts. - , 

129. An act to lepeal so much of an act passes) 
in the 8th jear of the rcigii of queen Eli¬ 
zabeth, intituled, ‘ An act to take away the 

* benefit of Clergy from certain OfTenders 

* for Felony,' as takes away the benefit of 

clergy from persons stealii|g privily from the 
person of another ; and far more elFectually 
preventing the crime OHlarccny from tlic 
person. 9 ^ 

130. An act for preventing the various fryud* 

and depredations committed on merchants, 
shipowners, and underwriters, by Boatmen 
and others, within the jurisdiction of the 
Cinque Ports ; and also for remedying cer¬ 
tain defects relative to the adjustment of 
Saiviu;e, under a statute made m the 12th 
year of the reign of her late majesty queen 
Anne. , 

131. An act fur further ctmtinuing until the 
Ist of May 1809, ah act If the 4Sd yeiA- of 
his present majesty, for suslending proceed¬ 
ings in actions and otherfproceedlbgs re¬ 
lating to the Woollen Manuiacture. 

132. An act to extend the provisions of an act, 
pass^ in the 45th yeg^of his present ma¬ 
jesty, for tile encouragment of Seamen and 
better manifing his majesty's Nav^, to cases 
arising in consequence of hostilities com- 

, menced since the passing of the said act. 


133. An act fur enlarging the times ap¬ 
pointed for th^ first Aleetings of Coinmis- 
simicrs and other persuiiM, tor pulling rii exe¬ 
cution certain acts uf this session of par- 
liaincuc. 

131. An act to amend the laws relating to 
,tlic marking of Bags and Pockets of llbpx. 

135. An net to amenn an act made in the 
46th year of bis present majesty for more 
eirectualiy carrying into execution the pur¬ 
poses of an act made in the 39tii and 40lh 
year of his majesty, lo gite further'Inme fof 
the payment, on the conditions therein 
ineiitiniied, of Iii.stalment8 on certain Loans 
advanced to the house of Alexander Houston 
and ('o. to Charlcs^Ashweil, esq. and to 
William Jahiisloiie, cstj. being persons coit- 
iieifted with and trading to the islands of 
Gienada and Saifit Viivent,so far as relates 
to the real and peisonal estates of William 
Mac Dnwiill. James MacDoqjall.and Robert 
Honstoun Hae in the West Indies and else- 

• where, exct pt in .‘^'otliiiid. * 

136. An act to iiidLtnnify all officers and per¬ 
sons tvho have earned into execution any 
of the prousioiis of an act passed in the last 
session nf parhuineist, for completing and 
increasing the Militia uf Great Britain, in 
relatiuiwtu elic Militia of the Tower Hamtets. 

1.37. An act to amend and enlarge the powers 
of an act uf the 46tii year of his present ma¬ 
jesty, for consolidating and rendering more 
efFectoai the several acts fur the purchase of 
Buildings and further Imprnicment of the 
streets and places near to Westminster Hall 
and the two houses uf parliament. 

138 All act for defining and regulating the 
powers of thel'oniniissinii uf Tiends, in aug- 
inenruig and modifying the stipends of the 
clergy of Scotland, 

139. An act fur granting to his majesty a suiQ 
of money to be raised by Lotteries. 

110. Ati act fur the more effectual administra- 

*tion of the office of a Justice of the^I^ace, 
and for the more eff ectua iKDreventioTh of 
Felonies wiiliiti ihe'distn^ of Dublin me¬ 
tropolis. * 

141. An act to amend the acts rclatiiw to 
the duties of Assessed Taxes, and of the 
Tax lipnn the profits of Property, Pro¬ 
fessions, Trades, and Offices, and to regnlgje 
the asscssniPtit and collection o'f the san 

112. An act for enabling the Commissioners 
for the Reductiqis of the Naifoua^Debt, to 
grant Life Annuisies. 

143. An act td repeal tb^Stamp Duties on 

Licences granted by junices of the pefcef 
sellii^. Ale, ^Beer, and other exciseable 
liquoV,by retail; and for granting jother 
Duties in lieu thereof. * 

144. An act for the more effectual prot^tion 

I > of poster Fisheries and the brood of' Oys- 

• ter8,tfn Eogland. 

145. An act fgr enabling his majesty graot 
Annuities to the Judges of the Cuuft of Ses- 
sioi^ Justiciary! and Exchequer in Scotlaod! 
upon the resignatipa of their offices. 
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146. An act for vesting tlie stock of the Court 
of ^ssioii in Scotland in trustees, fat the 
erecting huililiujis for the helter accoin- 
modatioii of the College of Justice, and a 
Fuhlio Gaol, in the city of Eiiinliiirgh, and 
for^sither purposes therein mentioned. 

147. An act to permit*the sale of the Danish 
prize ship Cunslantia Maria, and her cargo, 
in tlie port of Fowey in the county ol 
Coriiivall. 

148. An act for granting to his majesty a cer¬ 
tain sum of money out of the consolidaied 
fund of Great Britain, and for applying cer¬ 
tain monies therein mentioned lor the ser¬ 
vice of the year lRf.8; and for further ap¬ 
propriating the Supplies granted i^i this 
session of parliament. , 


149. All act for replalin(^the Stamp Duties 
on Deeds Law Prc«eedings, and other 
written or printed instruments, and the 
Duties on Legacies and Successions to per- 
•soiral estate' upon Kiiestacies, nny payable 
in (ireat Britain ; and for granting new 
Duties in lieu thereof. 

1.50. An act for enabling his majesty to esta¬ 
blish a permanent Local Militia Force in 
Scotland, under certain rcstririions, for the 
defence of the realm. * ' • 

151. An act concerning tho administration of 
Justice in Scotland, and concerning Appeals 
to the house of lords. 

152. An act for granting certain Duties on 
•Worts or Wash made from Sugar during the 

prohibition of distillation from corn or grain 
in Great Britain. 


PARLIAMENTARY 



, t«xxi] PAl^ Bcpotijrm ike 

PAIILIAMEHTARY ijapers 


First Rf 
THfc. Ij 
MSSUS, 

• ISOS. 


jpoRt from the Committee ox 

[ISTILLVnON OF SfUAR AND Mo- 
Ordered to be printed 1 'Mh April, 



ii *« 


Tht Co\<hitlce appointed to oiupiiR', 
and lEport, how fur, and under 
what ctrcumstanc'cs, it may be prac¬ 
ticable, and expedient to t uiiriiie 
the J)i>TiLLEuii;s of the Cnit^-d 
Kingdom to tlie use of Scgak and 
IVIoLAssF.s only ; and also what 
other provision can he made tor the 
Relief of the (inowKits of SuoiR in 
the Binnsii West Inoi \ (’ou.Sif.s ; 
and to re|ioit the sann^^ith their 
Observations and Opinioii here¬ 
upon, from time to lime, fo the 
llon.se:—and m ho were empowered 
to report the Minutes of llic. Evi¬ 
dence taken before them ; I 

Have, pursuant to the orders of^fce 
ln«U'e, examined the matters to thcni 
ferred : and have asrecd to the following 
Report :* 

Your Committee felt it their first duty 
to examine into the contiimuiiee of that 


It, whicli was so clearly proved befoft.* 
your eominitlee of the la.st session of par¬ 
liament.—For this purpose*your l ommit- 
lee called before them .sm-eral gentlemen 
connected with those iJaiids, and ex-, 
perieiiced in the coIoiimI trade ; these 
{feiitleni^n fully confiriJi'd the eyidonre 
given last year, andpro^:d to file convic¬ 
tion of your cuumiitteejthat tiie continiA 
ance of the pressure hairmalerially added 
to if.iwtight.—It ajipears from accounts 
kild before your committee, that the price 
of Sugar has greatly diminished since the 
year 1739; the average price of 1800, 
was t)5s. per cwt.; the average of ]807, 
w as 3 Js. per cwt.»both extdnsive of duty. 
In consetjuenre of .that ftppreci0tion,,atid 
of thednereased tixpencevUeudant on the 
cultivation of the aiticle,lhe situation of 
the Sugar Planter ha.s beef rapidly declin- 
ing, tjjl at Ichgth fiie val ue of the pfodu*** 
is, oiT an average, l^rcly equal to tl 
charges of production, leaving 40 rent for 
the land, and no interest I'or the large 
Citpilal employed upon it.— 1( appears 


* S<je Appendix to vol. ix. 
N'ul. XI.— Appx, ^ 
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that the obstacles opposed to the 
tion^f colonial produce, added to its.foi^*" 
ed accuraulatioii in the market from the' 
conoucred colonies, hare been tt>e pi^ii 
cipal causes ot its dcpreciatioh. ' While 
tiitt planter has retrained subject^ to a. -. 
mono|}oly in favour of Rritish produce, 
and navigation, his exclusive possession of - 
the home market ha.s been interfered with J ]; 
and, while the Hritish consumption has. 
been increasing, the eiforts he has made to \ 
meet it have turned entirely lo his owa 
disadvantage.—It appears that the planter; 
cannot so wiih<lra\^hi.s capital, diminish ^ 
the ipclent, or change the, object of bia' ^ 
cultivation, us toyfirocure for hinaself any-» 
adequate relief; and, ttuhout legislative.- 
inlcrventlon, there Js no prospect of his.;’- 
heing extricated from his Hiatress. s\n«* . 
tiuitaiils (lependani on W'clt India pro- .} 
perty for their provision, have, in many 
instances, been totally iiived of thaf .^ 
income,—The increased price .yf all this-.* 
usual articles of supply, added to the de--^ 
prcciatioa of colonial produce, haa*d^*.*_ 
prived a great proportion of the owners of^; 
the resources wherewith to furnish the ac—;, 
customed sture.s of food and cloathing.f^.,.’ 
tlicir negro<i.s, and of duly providing fori^ 
their superinlcndance: and, if relief 


not speedily applied, these stores must bn'il 
severe pressuro upon tlic holders of West^ actually dimini.shed or withheld, wherehy | 
India projierty, and those connected with much painful privation will be suilered hy^ 


the negroes, and discontent, if not 0001^^1 
motion among them, may be seriously ap'«^l 
prcliended.—In the Report of the Com»'T| 
mittee of the assembly of Jamaica, it ia J 
Mated, that there ar<i 1JI5 Suga^Iistatea" * 
respecting which suit s ajy ^cpriiliHaBwr 
the court of chancerywhtcli and ; 
from other evidence, it appears that lore-" 
closures ttf securities on properly are b©*’-)' 
come unusually frequent in that Isiand«:^ 
which will deprive many owners of their!^ 
estate.4, for stains quite disprr)poi'tiutiRN|ih$^ 
their value, j^nother eliect from this.'^ 
cause will bcj^mch indiv^ual distress 
the negroes, w h^u coiis^ucnce of suc^l 
lbi‘Cclosiu’es,\w ilt lydny instance^^M^ 
.separated iVt^n^heirmmilies.—Fixnn^HW 
tions, your committee suht'l 
hai the 9ase of distress thus* nvathij 
as urgent as it is severe; that ih^K; 
fore it is not only neee.ssary to adopt ni 
•snrejiof l^rman- ut relief, hut also si 
as mayhaliean early operation^^(!h.a|)r^! 
ply to the cWning crop, in ordet to pre-t-^ 
vent the accum^atinn of distressJhat 
f theiwise ajiselHiefore any sOich ulteri»il?| 
regulations can take ettcetf • < 

/ s 



From tJie Accovnts ani^cxed to this Report, it appetHrs^ 

r 

" ThAT tlic average importation of Sugar into G. Britain, for ,5 years, ending 

with 1785, was ---------- 

•• Cirts. 

Annua, average } 

Average annual balance remainiiig for the consumption ot Britain 
^ -Add, quantity exported .as above to Ireland - - - - ' 

Annual balance remaining for the annual consumption of the empire^ 

> ■ 

The above is exclusive of tlie small import into Ireland from the Wcst 

the average importation of Sugar.* into G. Briti^in, for 1802 and 1803 
. (boing two years peace) was - - - - 

V Deduct average export to Ireland -1 . ovensre 
, • Ditto - flitto - f - to other parts J ‘ ‘ ' ^ 

Annual average balance remaining for consumjrti .in of Britain- 
Add, average annual importation into Ireland (direct) 1 
for the same period - - - - 

Deduct, ex^iort from Ireland ----- 1,060 


pxxxlv 


Cwtf. 

l,r>79,537 


K^WIW 


f 167,2071 
I 1,702,758 J 


31 4,730 

,1,264.,807 
r57,217 

1,422,024. ' 

Indies. 


3,741,488 

1,870,025 

1,871,4^ 


336,825 


, . • 10J>,558 1 

.Add, quantity exported to Ireland, as abov' - - 107,267 J 

Average annual balance remaining for the c » isumption of the empire_^2,208,286 




^^t’the average importation of Sugar into G, Britain, for four years, from 
' ; ‘ 1804 to 1807, both inclusive (being four years of war) was - 
..Deduct, average annual export to Ireland - - 174,1061 

■•‘..-Ditto - - -ditto - - to oth©^ parts - - 971,758/ 

, - Annual average balance remaining for consumption of Britain - 
. Add, average annual importation into^ Ireland* 

, direct from the West Indies, for three. ‘ 

from 1804 to 1800, both inclusive (the 
i*' for 1807 not having been yet received) 

Deduct, export from Ireland - -_ 


3,473,488 

1,145,924 


isumption or Jiritain 
Ireland \ 

,162) 


2,327,504 

134,928 

17-4.166 







Add, qujjntity etxportcd to Ireland, as above - 

Average aW;»«I balance remaining for the consumption |^f the empire ^636,658 

iT the quantity of Sugar imported into G. Whain, during t? e year end¬ 
ing 5 th January 1808, was; <viz. 

-From the old British West India islands - 3,069,805 \ 
rftbm thb conquered colonies; viz. Trini-1 f 

dad, Demerara, St. Lucia, Surinam, and > 581,881 1 
. Tabagi. - - J-, *1 - - - - - - J 
Deduct, e:lport, to L-eland ----- 233,108') 

Ditto - ditftj t- other'jarts ----- I,lJO,S34j _ 

Balance remaii'iing fl'r t/te consumption of Britain! - '- 

Add, quantity exported to lrfeif.^id, as above - " / " 

glance remaining for the conshi-tp^tion of the eiupirt exclusive of* 

• •the direct import into Ireland - , * - - ,^'1. - ‘‘ 




3,651,683 

% 

1,363,642 

2,288,044 

233,108 

2,^21,152 





f ABSTRACT of the above STA^TEMENT. 



*1 w-.n 
Vj. a*’"- 


Aiioual ivenge Uitpomtfon 
« into 


Glut Biiuin. [ irci«iHl» 


1,579,5*?- 15 


Antiiial average for 5 years, 

ending lAlf 17*55 - - - 1,579,537 - - 

Annual avrAge for 2 years; 

Mi I 8 O 2 I 1 SO 3 - - - 3,7tl,t?6 171,2213,912,710 
Annual averi^e for 4 5 cars; 

VIZ. ISO!, 1805, 1800, ic - 

1S07 . 3,473,1.88 135,390 3,003,178 

Import'd from ilie old • • 

Btitish Ulan Is - 3,009,805 ) ^ ^ 

Do. fi om r onquered > 3,051,680 - - 3,051,086 

< Colooirs - -VaifiQiS 


.581,881 


The preceding Statement shews, th^t the quantity of Sugar annually cm- 
sumed in (ire<it Britain and IrelaAd, upon an average of four years, md* 
ing with 1807 tnclnsive, was - - - - » - •f*' 

And that the aveiage cxpoit iron) the united empire, duiing th^same pe* 
nod, to foreign parts, was *■/’ " ' • » 

That the importation, tor the year cn‘d^5th January 1808, not including 
the quantity impoited into li eland dirftt, was . . . . - 

Of w hich the quantity exported to foreign parts was - » - - 

Leaving, for home consumption - 


3,651, 
1,1 




Should there be no export to the continent in the course of 1808, a quantity, 
to what WAS exported during J 307, as above stated, will be thrown upon the * 
for home consumption; *to smich must be added, the quantity of Sugar which 
e\|)oclcd iioin tlie Danish islands ; and ihe consequence of such a glut mutt n 
rily be, a sciy considerableJdeduction in the price of Sugar, unless au additioi^ 
shall be found at home to taxc oil* the surplus. 




The following calculatjin shevvs the increased consumption o^Sugar in tlte 
empire within the last 22wear3; also, a comparative statement of 
tion of life British cnloiii£; and of the surplus production of^hdTQ^itish'col 
with the demand for bu/ar at tite British niaiket for the use of the continent, 
the short intcival of peak: • * 

Annual consumption of Skar in Great Britain and Ireland, upon an average 
of five yeais, ending with 1785 - - < - - - . - 1 , 4.1 

Dp:to upon an average of fi)ur years, ending with 1807 : 

Increased consumption ^ - - - - - - - - 


7« / * 

Average annual iinport of 1804, 1805, 1806, and l$07ik iiuNjhe imged 
empire, was “ " * " A " 3,QC 

Deduetj import from conqkred cftloniea (snpposinglSOyljj/ an a^'rage) si 

Average annual import from old Bptish colonie^/f* - - - « 

Average annual consumptin m G, Britain aJa|j^h€Iand, for the above period 2,(iSi$^' 
Annual surplus above consni^piiibn, froijy0f&<owu colonies > • . 

Average annual exporlRiuring peace, 1802 and llbs - • - 1,2 

Avet age annual superfluity of oi^ British colonies, as abOTC - - . ^ ' 




^ewin^ the insufficiency of the present surplus {Produce of\hc old British 

colonies to meet a continental Remand, equal to that of thp Ismipeace, to be •' 1,81^ 1^41 


, f.' 
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With a view to apply as speedy a relief reatcr facility of fraud yi the case of su- 
s possible to the case itiiiy niad^ out, your ar than ohcorii wash a Imt on tlic w liole, 
Nmnniitt'c proceeded to (oiisiderot the the cliuiices of fraud would be diiniuished, 
Xpedicney of prohibitiii*; the Distilleries the piofit of 'it lessened, and tli<^ loss to 
if the united kinmloni, or any part thereof, llie jc \enne, even if it w'erc |’,ia( tiseii, 
roui tin.' use ol uram, anti eonlinin;' them would not lu: .s<» ureat.—Under tl ese Inni- 


9 that of sugar and molasst .s. This in- 
juiiy involving in it the interests of ihe 
uvtniie, the ilistiileis, aim the lani'.hold- 
‘rs of ilie < (.iniliy, yonr eomniitieo have 
gone ihrt iigli a long ant! inimUo iinesti- 
yalion, with a view to aseertaln Imw far 
:hese inleu*ft.s unglit severally he allieted 
i)y tile propti^ed ri .-^rielion.—It appears 
IVoni the Evidence t',f !Mr. Jaekstn^, that 
the ret/nue ivceiveo ;*yoiu the .liiiglish 
ilistilUiie's amounts tt) near 2,000,1)00 
and IS eollccietl at the e\ji(’iice of-Irf. in the 
p9und. 'Jhit reM'iuie aiisis from a duly 
of Iv. 4 \(l. her gallon of wash ; 100 gaK 
lulls t)f wash I'letliuetl frtnn about one 
quarter ui'ceri^; and the allowed pioduee 
9I spirit iit’in Mial tjuaiitity tif wash is 10 
allons, at 1 to lOtiVer hydroineter prooi. 
'tic t ustt lus dut\ tnv tlie cwt. of sugar is 
i27«.; iwoewl.t sugnr will pit/line 100 
gallons'.'f was!: wliieli will jirodoce 22 
IjalUnis ol spiiit at 1 to 10 over hvdro- 
Jlieter prtioi.—'I In pieseiil duly on sugar 
’:tyaiib is 2.v. O’d, per gallon. if sugar 
^'Cre to he used without any alteration of 
the rate of duty, the revenue wouhl gain 
.but the cos! of the raw material would be 


tatioits, your Ctiiiiniittee ai.' iiityiueed liy 
lilt; evitlence beftirt: them, to -hope that 
the I'it.eisc regulations may Jie'so arr-mged, 
willioiit great t-r ineoineiiioit aheratiou, 
a.s iti p'reveiit any material Jiiijury tt) the 
revenue frtnn ihe i.rtiposed/siispcn-Ion.— 
In Scot land, the system of eolleeting the 
dftty i.s dillc-reiu and nioie coniplicnted. 
ill the Lowlands there is an annual lieence 
duly <h‘ !u2/. per gallon tm the eiiifUnt.s of 
the still; fur which the distiller is ))er- 
niitted to make 2,0‘-r5 gallons of spiiit; 
within the year, the liccneeexpiriiigwlicu- 
ever that "luan'ity a|>|)eats to have been 
madi This duty aintnnits, on the galltni 
of spirit, to I.s. 7</. -.^.tlis. Tliere is a wash 
(lutv ol 'id. wliieli, i.oinpuUil at the rate of 
Ki.i galls, per cent, on th.e 100 gillons of 
wa\li, amounts !•> '2s. t>d. -,’olhs ; and iht-rn 
i.s Ii*spiiit tliitj'of I.s.; tin: total lieing 
).v. 1 [d. per gailon.—^"llie lower per-cent- 
ige on tlie wa.sh is oeca^jolleJ by tlie 
I rapiil inotle of tli'lill.ition wiiit li is iiiipos- 
id upon tliein I'v law, anil wliieli siihjects 
tiieni to a coiislaiit waste of ii.aieiial, 
wliieli they consider as a speei' s ol in- 
ilircet dutv t-iugar, it appears, w imlil Lo 


l^i^ally incita>ed, and a prnpoitionahle 
yule in the prite of spirits to the coiisinner 
'■,'Wouiti be die consequence. It would he 
^<][ 9 siral)le ih. refi le that some niodlfteation 
.iijf the duty sh. iiid j,al\t* place.— It apperrs, 
frov'-sf ea>»», 0 aii< n ol 31r. .laekson, that 
‘J,piking the |jrit;>*”ift bfnley at 4;!s.a quarter, 
i'lSind cf ina-t at HO.s. a tjuaiter, 110 gallons 
icif corn-w.'sh (piotlut iiig the same t;urni- 
i^ty of spirit as 2 cwt. of .sugar) would, in 
;;jtnaterials and duly, tost the distiller 
per galltni, ol which '7s. lO^d. 
•yt'ouid be the tluty to goveVnnieni. Tak- 
■ ing the piicp of suyar qt per cwt. md 
^ivedueing thd^^luty on^ie wash to is. 2 '</. 
tier gallon, thc-.t o.'f «.o tiicAlistiller would 
yl/w !,*)». lOif J'er'*i;,«iit)n 6 ^ olhvhich tin; tluty 
■would be 7s. Ipd.j brlngiii^.'.;.. 
i, the .proposed Vt strictinii, to W’ithiiv»« frac¬ 
tion of what it now is.—The Malt Ivt/y 
’ being much more easily evaded than tlie 
Cu.stdms Duty on Sugar, wlp' h 19 lart' is 
Jbt|c,'jf at all* eluded,'it apjr ears that that 
i-^uty ''hiight to remain as V is, and that the 
r^dncti?n ought to take,./vlace in ll»J duty 
wash. Therq/j/ on account of the 
qviiker.disiolutiou of tlie uiaterial, a 


i'l'tter adiipU'd to llit ir tpnek riioiletd’ di;.- 
tilluUtin tli.nrcorn.us in thewu'.li lioni tlie 
former theie is no such r<'.siduuiii as tiierc 
is in the w .i^h,)protJueetl iVi.in the latter. 
'Ihcie i.s, thei.-'orc, no reason to suppose 
that the same f';r-tentage of 22 gallons of 
spirits ftoni IC^W giilhnis of su’gar wash 
might n^.1 he eX. eeted in Scotland a.s well 
a.siiii Lrigland. ,yV.s itwould be advLeable, 
for the reahoiis' laied by Mr. Jackson, to 
retain the win c of the cu.sti)in.s duly on 
the .sugar, it would only be iieees.sarv to 
make a eevl:,-n reduction in tin; dutyrf'on 
the wasli, or • n the .spirit.—The present 
di.slinciioii-. in favour of the Highland 
di.stiller (by w iicU he is required to pro¬ 
duce ou>y 10 jl'er cent, on the wash, and is 
charged with/a duty amounting on the 
whole to 4s,' 5d. per gallon of spirit, in¬ 
stead of I \d.) arose frtnn an alledged 
inferiority''iSf I he material from which he 
■works. Under t*’e propo.sed restriction 
(the. material bemg the same as that used 
by other distillers) the same per-centage 
of 22 gallons would of course be required. 
If it should be thought lit to charge the 
same amount of duty, it would only be 



Ixsxix] PArA PAPERS—^c DhtiHathiKf 

iipcessaiy to apply flie [)rincip1c before 
recoiniiicndcd. ’LM: proccssfof working 
is slower than innhe lA)\vlaiids, and, on 
ai'countVf the di^ienlty oi'dbtaining fuel, 
it iniglttf he proper to leave that, as it is 
now L'.si|)hlislic4.—'I’hr trades for export 
Seotlatirl, and vice versa, 

. ^xc c'onsinii}ition, arc separately 

earried^on,^nil under separate reguialions. 

If therefore,^t should he deemed expedi¬ 
ent to confiiT* the proliihition to England, 
there could \^e no difticulty in subjecting 
the Scotch export-trader to that prohihi- 
tion, as he is to other regulations inipdSed 
on the English distillers. Ihit the^pnrtial 
adoption of tins measure in any part of 
this island would atliu'd so .strong a temp¬ 
tation ill the othi|Li,to smuggle the corn 
spirit which they would he untitled to 
nianufarture, into tlic i;3 ct sp lViect. to the 
piohibition, that nnuli delrlinent^^vould 
aicnu“ to the revenue therelVoni: and, 
indeed, theie .seeius to be no good redsoii 
connected with the, icvcmte whj' this i#iea- 
Mire should not be cxteiuled to Scot'Caiul. 

IVluch illidl trade i.s imdoiibtedly cai<'>ed 
on in the Highland district, ami the pi'o^ 
jioscd. resti iciimi would encourage it, to a 
certain degree, on :iic<nnU of the jtreler- 
enee cntcilaiiied fur corn spirit; but the 
tiMiuls practised in eiading the lualt duty, 
by the licensed diNlillers, would be elite* 
tiially stoppotl.—'i’he’collation of t’le 
Irish ntvemie is uliiina'.tdy regulated fty 
the tjuantitv ol'tlie suo'us.itind is nei'cs-ui- 
rily attended with inui'tytliocks than in 
jMiglaml. A dntv of Is./s < harged on the 




gallon of spirit, 
the di.stiiiei ies IS 


f.ude ol working 
.■rtain number ol' 


'I'he 
by a 

doublin’gs or cliaigcs o^the .still, reipiireil 
within twenty-eight daA. Th^'e are three, 
stages in which the i®ty is cliirked, on 
the pot-ale or wash, at%te ni<e of 10 gal¬ 
lons of spirits to 100 g; 


Ions of wash ; on 


the sjnglings of low winV, at. two-lil’ilis of 
flpirits ; and on the spiais according to 
tile, (juantity; no refertJ|tp. whatever be¬ 
ing had to the strenpp 
thought tit to exteud 


J 1 .—biiould it he 
10 pruhihilion to 


'Ireland, a inodiiication «•' the rute of.duiy' 
would be required, oil lh\ principle before 
stated. If the mmibrr A doubihigs is to 


increase.—^'Fhe substiitition 
grain in Irish distillation wotfld'tindoiiy^; 
ediy 90 far prove beneficial to the 
of tliat country, as it wunid pre're'tlt' 
fraud on the nriterial to tie used.'' 
frauds on the malt (j^ity, which are^sfiftetd^], 
to be ettornioiis, so far as concerns'’t|l^' 
distilleries, would be prevented.—It 
stated liowever, that it would be impossli^t 
ble to restrict the Irish licensed distiUeiV. 
to tiic use of sugar, theirimmbers being to 
those of the Jtnglish distillers in the pyq- 
portion of live to one :—that it would Wk 
very dilliculi to piarvcnt them from osiai^; 
cori^ wash, wliicti S[undcr pretence of bb*' 
taining yctist ) lU fy would propnire 
<ffength reijmsite for their pi!(1^a.ses iVoiil; 
tlic breweries, ii hich arc mi subject to the ' 
excise, excepting in as !«■ as relates to, 
'the malt duty'. This pruAice they 
stated to have followed npon the dUtiRaj* ■ 
tion from corn was last |fohibitctK-..>Zfe,l 91 , 
however, admitted, that ir proper regdj^,' 
tioirs could he clevi'sed, ami the vigilajl^. 
of tile rwvenue ofiicers could be reluiU'oijt^' 
the frauds might in a great measure; 11^^' 
prevented. Jlut there would, it appe^,; 
he considerable ditliculty in framing 
regulations, or in inducing the oilicerfii^i' 
deuly to change that relaxed 
and in many' cases corrupt behaviohri^^'^ 
which they nave been unfortunately.' 
much adihcted. This ditliculty 
aard to the officers, would ^d tpr.; ^ 
facilities to fiaud arising from the' 
rapid dissolution of sugar, which 
ii.wlf would render it far from ea; ' " 
^et. an accurate acsoupt of 
'i'he ciiurnious amount o|i^fl{e il 
1 illation in Ireluiul is 

tised ill the Morth) urged as a' 
olijection to llie proposed measure'. 
very g^i-eat prelerence entertained by i] 
people for Corn iSjjirit; the conseq^i^ 
hiipci of sending them tft ■ ' 

of the country, where there are 
iH'tcit stills;the des^ w\)icli 
be created in la'i^l^lder^o find a 
for their coii 
di.slillfries,- 
grc;Ae4Pfflf 


utmost possible iiinnk'rofworkings, w Inch 
has been the principTe. on whish the laws 
for collecting the revenue have been made. 
The number of workings lias lieen gradu¬ 
ally and progressively inerea^d, and it i.s 
apprehended may admit of still I'ui'thcr 


Tied from tb( 
ems, operate 
oikthu rcTcnue, by tbmjpt^ 


in^an' im;rea.se of private 
continue to regulate ihcJSnty, the aniomiy'*w.liich would be entirely from copij ;' ^^ 
of tlm charge ougTit to bif calculated oil-if so, whalevi-r that increase should-1)^ 


the •■ev^mi^would rj?ccive addititiq^iM*! 

.A . I—Ai—li.F. . I, A..k ' F^'.iA. . .-1'* 



fury to th^ji^mount, without.cawitij 


additional ^isurnptioh of'sii^jfr. 
ol'j^ctiou woi\l. however, no?, app'ljj hat 
case of a .s^riouKncppreheiisiou of ttiafuity^ 
because the inhabitants Vohtd tlidu’ be. 



tetl 
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^ 'active in slopping the use of corn in the 
illicit distilleries. The detail oV regula- 
Uon which would be necessary to protect 
Uie intercourse of spirits from Ireland 
would be consid/TabIc, and your Commit* 
tre paSs by that subj(y:t, leaving it for the 
Consideration of parliament.—in case it 
should be thought iiKunvement to uxtrnd 
the rcstricli »n generally to Ireland, it were 
Ms be wished that tin* distillation for ex¬ 
port from f lienee, might lie ronfinod to 
sugar. Under such a rei>nl uioii, how¬ 
ever, considerable mcoinen.oiHe might 
arise from the prohd>iV*y that i great deal 

* of corn spirit would Ho exporte.l vinder 
,the pretr-ze of expo uig sugar ‘piril. 

’ This too woul 1 he ah iraonvenii iic e siiper- 
' added to the pisk ari»ing fiom the ilJieii 
trade as abovvi stated.—Mii the wlioh', if 
" it should be i^,’Cined cxpulieut to tonfme*' 
this measure toi (>. Britain, your (ioinnnt- 
^ tee would lecotutiiend a su-iptnsion ol all 

* intercourse, lu ''.Jiirits between the two 
' islands, as the bf st security that could he 
v' ^iibrdcd to the British rrsmac »uwl Aia- 

atifricture, such suspension to continue 
X while the £orn distillc rs should be restricted 
in G. Britain. \\ ith a siew to aflind se- 
^ to the revenue, as well as to piotert 

r intei'est of the piesent com distillcis, 
l^ii'would be an indispensable nicasnre, to 
F whsitever part of the empire the snsju n- 
'ItdiMlt of the use of grain in the disiitloiies 
r »W»14 be applied, to confine the power ot 
TdlM^lling from sugar, to the houses now c'li- 
^gaged in the malt distilleries.—Ihs Maid* 

I MosiO Distillery was established under a 
ticolv of. p»’-hnment, and works', 
Bt't'artknfeh'<d^iectj with diBbrent m i- 
Jlsls from tbecr3ma''y distillers. That 
ise cannot makb a spnit fiom sugar 
^%i}ar to that they now make from com. 
rWe this distillery allowed to go on woik- 
ag fr om thc'ir piescnt matcnals, the rest 
Im" i.s^i.rade'bcing subject to the suspen- 
the injuiy that would accrue both to 
revenve and the othei^dkstillerics nped 
Ijgilcojreely be pc^nled, oi/f This peculiar 
,of distillation n»,/'ht, ihn'cfore, to be 
ntled during fhs* opeVatiijn of the pro- 
measure. But y jur'VrrihiMi '«co ic- 
,(,J6tmttlLend that for that'period, the propi^ 
o^ght to be allowed to enter and W'^ 
wgar as ordinary distillers.^ They 
not allowed so to work c’^ring the 
cclMt proldbUion, and suflered j'^^corclingly. 

is stat^ that they now pa' 'SO.OOO/. pc-r 
t IftOtltim to government, whWi would bo^iust, 

> .wbde an encouragpment'‘«i'oiild be given to 
^‘'tbe Smuggling'''of ilollands (ieneva, of 
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which their spirit is tne riyal. Against thii 
loss howevei»must be the probable lega, 
importation of llollandsigin, which pays s 
much higher'duty» aul the a/iditional 
quantity of sugar spnit that woulqi he ma¬ 
nufactured and cunsuinci'. Yoj r Com¬ 
mittee arc not prepared tc. pvpj any de¬ 
cided opinion as to the propriety" of per¬ 
mitting the Use ol Molasscs.nvdistillation. 
That article In ing the prodi/'e ot rehned 
sugar, and a draw bark bciii:fi allowed on 
the expoitatiun of tiiat sugai equal to the 
\»hole duly, uo abatement of duty could 
bcF‘allI)uhd on the inulassc-> wash, such as 
has been .econnnindcd in the i asr ol sugar 
w.ash. ^It besides .qipeara, that the tpate- 
iial of sugn equally advantagrou-. to 
the inanularturei, ujr#!; juodures a spnit 
equ-dly' piju , and as goo<l for all purposes. 
Bianily, w t.i(,h 1 ' now m.irle fioin molas¬ 
ses, n^gllt w itli • qti.il profit be made fiom 
sugar. - Jt .ipjnais bom the account of 
Mr. .huksou, tbit, 1 ildilatinq liom the 
quantity oi spiii'a ill .t pay dutv, the distil¬ 
led modiue of o()<,20(» ijis. ot giain is con¬ 
sul fd in laigland, a considi ralilc peitiou 
of w iurli spirit is in ’iii.f.>« lined ni, aiid im- 
ported iioin Scotland .>rid liciand. By the 
same iviiltnce, ih > quantity of gram 
distilled in >M)il uid, lor their home con- 
siiruplioii, rmoiints to ]47,5S‘? qrs. By 
liie ixci-c ic;uiii lioin that country (winen 
Is cxclusiic <y (In c cpoit to Lugland, and 
iildusivo of I lie impoit of Loj^bsli hailey 
lor tha di.tilltviis, winch is con-iidnable 
cviry \eai) ir is tiled at lt)0,J()7 qis. 
Air. Jackson’s ti .lie Illation for lie land is 
lor.iied on an avnage of two vc<tr5, end¬ 
ing m ISO^i, andus tn below the (quantity 
silica consumi d.-v Another evidence states 


the quantif^' of v., . 
tmii-at Sn.T’.J 

1 at ] tq 


.sent hind. 


m uhed in Irish dibtilla- 
the quantity used 
qrs ; and in England, m- 
cliuling the inipr 'Utiuii from Scotland and 
belaud, at 291,|‘in qrs.; making 78jt),05-l. 
qi s. for tlic use okdie clistillericbof the united 
empire. It is d»ihcult to get any very pre¬ 
cise infoiniation < n this head. But taking 
7«0,00() as the ^vhole ‘quantity; taking 
Mr. J5iclwon’.s ck-eeuiit for England at 
about .'100,000 ; yflu'Scotcli excise account 
100 ,000; the l\^'al fe.r O. Britain, 400,000, 
would leave thl*- lemainder, or 311,000 
for the coriluniption of Irelai^. It 
aiqiears liowever, j >? an official return 
ticni Irelrnd, that the' quantity of grain 
ubecl for distdiation there is computed at 
072,073 bris., at 2'24- pounds per brh; ^ 
till ce-fouitbs of that grain are oats.—In 
Older tu foim their opinion on the niamier 
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ill \v4)ich the proposed restricticm would nature but temporary, ailS Woftid fuftamtd** 
affect the cullivatjili of barky iu this ly die awjfy if any equivalent were .fondilf 
kingdori^ your (JcAniittec entered into a for the privation that caused it ) ^ 

long an(\ minute J<t.aininatit4i of ^'arious equivalent would be found m the inc^si^i 
persons dmneclcy with tlie agriculture of demand which W'ould arise from any mlthrtt 
the counliy ; ^le po-isessiti", local and in our usual importation of grain. IhHoven 
practical KjjyQj^dge, others V eli know 11 as over, as the quuiitity sown this year wi^ 
bcim* cap,ibrf of affording the most ex- not be afteetid by the proposed restrictiUO* 
tensive ^en'd/tiinformation.—^'Ike opinion an 1 as there is no ground to .suppose that 
of these peibcns is, tl'ji. barley is essential a similar incasuie will tuko place next 
to the cultiT'ition of tlie L.ii'ey districts j'car, the very le-oponingof thedistillcrital 
of lui'dand ; '■dial on such soils no other to the produce of his industry cannot bqt 
crop could be \dvantageous]y .subsiitutid do an ay any evil occasioned by thecii^ct 
in its room; that the distilh r.cs arc- looked of a temporary ala|ui on the mind of 
to as a source of considerable influente farmijr.—It appears that in the dUtricti 
on the pilce of the article ; and tlj’at the jjcqpliaily ad ai)tcl ^p.u barley, tjjAt grulioL 
propose<1 restrictidn would be injurious to prf^ Ijctu-r inlm erats,* and i^iares 
the grovve rs of bai^^^ bv dniiuiishing the ground better f<>r the wheat Unusually ctjiiii;*' 
'iiKiiket fir it. The cTl^t of this w'ould eludes the cousre. )t i.s also f cnerally pfe<«< 
be, in their opinion, a n^li^^u iu the ibrred to oats for the purpose 9f sow tngwhil 
puce; on the supposition oF^i average grass, and is considered as iiimiiteiylessje;^*' 
nop, aiiu that the .same quantilyXoiitinucd irausting to the soil. It is stitedm apart 
to be sown: or, if to av(,id theK-fleets of the evidence, that in the bailey dititriclstHC' 
depreciation in the niai Let, a Icsjquaiitity number of sheep iiihiiitaiiied under th$' 
w«-re to be cultivated, tlie farmeis webU tinnfp hiwbaitdf}'fs gieaterwhen baHej^ 
be injiiied by being dmcii out of ti.oh- for^s a pail of this course, than it coulo^ 
usual course of cropping, and by the'Hie if oats, or any otlfcr grain v^ere sut}^ 
forced a]»pbcalionof the land to otherpro- stitiited for it, as the turnips can be 
ducc less suited to the nature of the soil, on the ground longer if followed bya CtOft* 
—Mr. Aithur Young, seer tary to the of bailey, llian if followed by any othxr 
board of Agriculture, lus staled the qnaa- .sjirmg crop. Spring w'heat is not deetn^' 
tity of Barlej grown in l-’ngland at about ^admissible into the course of cropping 
^jiioo.OOO qvs. and < rtlciil Ue-Alie (juanti- uiul the exiiorinirnts tried w-ith it are 
ties used in the distilleiu-s airsoo,(^00, oi* to have toUilly failed. It is admitted 1^' 
1-1 (Jth of that amount. lie Relieves, tint some that siqiposing the p|'icc of oats iff* 
to withdraw from the mai/ot even tha* bi* so raised as to bo put iu competitioix,. 
s nail propoitioii, would hai/a greatcflect with that of barley, such a rise, coupled^ 
ill loweiing the price of r»- article, lie ,wkh the greater quantity tffthe 
concencs,liow'cvcr,th itthillepieciatuinjor tjuccd on an acre of land, .^fi^it iftlsgiltt 
the alarm ftf it,cannot havi/^uij eilU tonilie some f.umci.s to havcJec-o«-se to that 
quantity sow n this j c if, iut on that sov'ii though it seems ocneraliy to be coiisidei^d^ 
in the next year; wh!% cflnt 'wa«ld* that such a course would be iubxpedicnff|i4 
depend entirely on the ic^ of the public be tateujm laud superiorly caicnialvd 
relative to having a cMiieilnt motive this the giov\*th nf barhy.—^Thi’ro is a p<icQ#J 
time twelve month', for re^^itiog the stop- li?r circuinsr.:yice atlondaiit ftn 
page, fiom any which owratcs at pie- whidi, in the estimation of persons coho*’ 
sent.’ lie thinks that in »c c vent of an nected with th.{* wumtiy, wadd qaake 
abundant harvest, the rcKiictioii would proposed reit^^ietic,'*) j^'ar l^der on thfim^ 
prove peculiarly haid.upln (he fanner, than on the fw’niej-'f^ >Sfiy other 
and arrest him in every-bertios ot Jiis district, name J;|th^Rnni^I export of 
industry!—^Another witnes-Atates that the to Scc^-Uflff, Uflmli—is considerable, aqitf| 
farmers conceive the disti^^ries to be a whttliTvvould tjiiis bo cut off. It alsb 
source of gicater influcnccjoa the maiket | tai>, that the cultuie of barley i.s 
than the ^ reall y arc^ He ihinks the pro- tial to the turnip husbandry as there praqw** 
posed suspemsioii.woul«i»imerate as a greatei fised v»ith^» much .success. It w hQW\4 
discourageraept tljan it might, and^hat thi ever genera^r admitted that thjwe ipW 
farmer (acting under exaggerated reports^ many parts ciKEnglaiid to whi« thi^^ 
would not sow his usual quantityBar- objections do n^fl^pjdy; and \mst 9 j 
ley.—It is to be observed, however, that cultivation of^ oat^ supposing itJhe.priedvO 
the efiset of clamour or alarm is from its to rise, might be aubstltuUll fbt 

• • * * 
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barley withovit any loss to the^n-mcr.— 
~\yuhout re^ard to the southern part of 
Gotland, and the districts in the north 
into, which the itnprovud hushandry has 
.been JiUrodiictnl, it appears that sprinj' 
•wheat has l)con much and very advanta¬ 
geously cultivated there of late years ; 
and that the ((uantity r)f barley grown has 
’proportionably (liniinishod. It a|)[>enrK, 

- IfiorcoVer, that oats are not there decnicd 
so exhausting a crop as they are in the 
South. It is tlioTight, however, that any 
itnpedlnjcnl to the growth of hurley might 
be detriiucnlal to ttidVandlioldcr bv low- 


eniig 


In the Righ- 


thc price of gvdn. 

lands, adti' d>o.c partsNorth L'W- 
landsintu w'cirh the improved sysfim has 
not been intrJiduced, dor whicli, from the 
nature of tinnr soil «)r climate, arc under 
peculiar disa)^vantages, the case is dif- 
ierent; very yttle two-rowed barley is 
■* grown there, inut the four-roWed barley 
■ Called here. Pi sotiv' |»arts of those dis- 
•tri,ct**» no wheat is gr.’vvn, and the prooor- 
Jion of oats docs not amounCTieii fly to\hat 
of here.. It is stated that any measur'. of 
^discouragement to • tlie culture of berr^ 

.Vould be deltinientai, as it would be diffi- 
/'iCuH to find a substitute for it j a cousi(h*r- 
* portion of it is said to be cousinned in 
i^i^tillation, though what the pni|)ortioii-J that the nduru of peace might relieve tins 


. .tec utQouilt of that ia to tin; (juaiitily grow n 
, could not be learned. It ought hero to be 
agaitl remarked, that illicit di»tillation pre- 
considerably in the highlands, and 
n^rth of Scotian 1. and llutt doubtless a 



tpi^til 

■Vend oats, have IflScnaRiuially imported into 
!j*^reat Britain for some years past, while 
exports of those articles Itas been very 
The animal import and - '.’Vjiort of 
v^rley is very small. This fii-uislics a sul- 
proof that vve have of late years de- 
*;|>ended in some de;,r('iv up-m our foriegn 
^.ifi^necthins fisf a food for the 1 1 - 

,'.^abitant.s of tXis cai.*ti?iy» your Com- 
notBV^ihied ai 


ure 


ny circuni- 


attendant pn thai' pi icrop t hat can 
■^dipiipi^h the importjttfci! oT"tnatn^souVee, 
{^Your Committee taking into lhe^^ most 
f^clops- con-iideration the .state of out fo- 
^Ktgn relations, and the consequent prolla'- 
4 ■W^i^'.that' uiir usual supply y^grafn fiyfi'n 
vj^rC)gB,cDajntrics may fail lyTare naturally 
to ^^ggqst measures of^cc aulion w hich 
;^j|lMgf<:ilMCUtual)y ward, olir so great aVi evil. 

appear!^ that abwut 470,00J qrs. of 
‘ ^.«&are anuual1y consumed by the British 
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distillers, and <572,07.5 .brls., or aoout 
1-20,000 qrS. in Jrclaii^. and that the an-* 
uiial importation of ccj-ln into Gi^.:at Bri¬ 
tain from foreign parts,V-xclusivc? of that 
from Ireland, lias for ^ive ydirs past 
amounted to about 770,d'<0 qrs/ Under 
the pri'ssure of an actual there 

W'ould be no hesitation in ha'* ip^ recourse 
to a stoppage of the distill/fie.s, Your 
Committee therefore .submit/that the re¬ 
striction of that trade to tiieluse of sugar 
for a limited time in (irea^Britain only, 
(if the measurn .should be deemed inudmis- 
.sifil c as to Irel.ind) would be a wise pre¬ 
caution under our pre-.enl prospects. It 
woulil le.ivii for the ford of the people 
1-70,000 qrs. o!‘ grain, i quantity greater 
than the importatioi-.'i-. .xvts In the last year.' 
—Awarekhow'eve-j'tliat should any change 
of circumHi»' '?s open our cominunication 
with'the rllst of the world, tiiis measure 
might be r ‘iiderekl unnessary in the view'just 
stated—ajVare that although in the event 
of n definent crop this year, the distres.s 
would he- greatly increased if accompa- 
11 K.M by a delieiency in our usual foreign 
supplies ; yet, that in the event of a saper- 
ahimdaiit haviost, the pro]>osefl re.striction 
might Ik; found very hurtful to the agri¬ 
cultural interests of the kingdom—aware 


West India, Planters from their [»restnt 
distres.s, and that probably some nie;ismes 
may bo dcviked which may alleviate 'that 
distress hcfdrc the period to which it is 
proposed to If nit this suspension .sliall lie 
concluded, yoj^'('(j.innittee recommend in 
the strongest r.inner, lluU any bill to be 
brought in, in c|'iise.quencc of this Report, 
should contain v clause granting a jiuircr 
^to the king ni cs'nncil, upon a snllicieiit 
notice, to do irbiy the snspeiisioii, and 
allow the distila’rs to carry oa their trade 
in tlie accnsto/led manner.—When it is 
considered ho-/* very small a portion of the 
barley ,groW'n p this kingdom is tousutfi'ed 
by the distillir-*, it is scarcely pos.sible to 
think that llie ij'roposcd measure,itself can 


be ir 


very 


upon*the grower. It is 
calculated th'.i2^I,20f),O0O acres arc used 
for that purpiA;, of which about" 80,000, 
or ond-sixtecc h, are sullicient to grow the 
whole qu-aiitity from which the spirits oon- 
siiincd in Enjfland are prpdncQti. The 
nuaiitily of barl;^ and* here m*own in 
^ollaiul.does not, in all .probability, bear 
a" much less proportion to that consumed 
in a*si»nilar maiioer. There are doubt¬ 
less many parts of the country inWhk n 
tJie Substitution ■ of a •dilK.'feiit crop cotiid 
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ilcnded with ni disadvantage, and I commcuding the extensfoAf^C 

i .1 ' sion to that comutry”; but they laire by m 

means prepared to assert that suc!^,regaW 
tiuiis may not possibly be devieiid to 


raigKK eventually ^ attendt]^] with pro 
fit. l\the most oJutivated /arts of Scot¬ 
land, i^ which 1 practiril knowledge 
ot agriculture eixts in as great perfection 
.IS any where, ^h a substitution has been 
found a jtuajj y^to answer. It is to be re- 
niaikcd.v^uj/aithuugii it may be deemed 
disadvauta^;«ujas to substitute any other 
giain lit the room of barley, yet that the 
prices of grain mutually ojicrate upon each 
other, and tlrjit a rise or jail in the price of 
ail} one kind^iist hace a coriesponding 
milucnee on tlif prices of the lest; and 
that any alarm which might be cremated by 
tins measure cantoiily opeiale piosjJbelive- 
1} as to ne\t yc^’s ciop, fmm an expec¬ 
tation that the sauKMispensioii will again 
beiesortcd to.—YouF^VniniittetUiiist, that 
on a lull consideration ciNhesidtjec t alt ap¬ 
prehension will be done tlu^owei 

) loposed to he ve>,ted in the kr^g id couii- 

shall not 
1 on them 


cil. Tlie\ aie sensible that tilt 
ha\e fulfilled the ilnties impose 
In the house, unleis (heyproceed lucoii>aJei 
«'v»-iy possible mode ot iclief lor the :)ro- 



press an opinion onTtus part of the qtie;h> 
tion.—Your Committee pres'» upon (he 
ccuirideration of the house the severe 
that must be felt by the empire at lar| 
and no part of it more than by the'Iana 
interest, if some efficient remedy sUou^ 
not save the West India Colonies from 
disasters that await them. When it is 
collected that thil country derives 
tliem a net rovenufclou sugar of 3jP()0,0< " 
ihe duties orf^he of 
articles of their produce; ^t they 
nir nirinufactures ahd produve of this coiuti- 
•try to the amount of 6,000TWO/, stcrlir 
to whieh considerations my/t be added I 
shipping they employ, ind the sailbl^ 
hied in the trade ; and 4iat were (he Tip* 
striction taken oft'(hjpnfow iiVipedes 
exjlorl qf rnjnriia ^ttfrrnlnnir" they wo^ 
iiofc import fioin hence, to thd^reat ad VS 


puetots of West India estates; and they'Lift^ of the British d^ndholaertand m^ 

"chant, a considerable proportion of 
they now do from foreign parts; 
hoped that the house wall Uiinkyour C? “ 
mittee wai ranted, under the peculiar 
cumstanccs of the times, m recommebi 
iiig tlie suspension of the use of Grain f 
the distilleries of (t. Britain, and theit; f 
striction to the use of Simar for one yed 
fiom the first of July ITOS to the 
July 180Q, accompanied by the afore 
discretionary powe^to be vested yn 
majesty. 


tiust that they shall be enabled to suggest 
nuMsuies so pcriiKuieiitl} be nc Lcial to that 
boils . .IS to reiidei it unnecessary for them 
a ,'aiii to a|»pl} for the inteiiereiire of par- 
liamt lit, even should the jireseiit anoina-* 
Ions sf,ste of our foreign relAiuns be pro¬ 
tracted.—Your Committee i^e peisuadwl 
that the pemianeiit aduptioipof this inea- 
snie would bo attended wiMi gieat evils to 
the agricultuie of the cowitry ; they feel 
it mnimbenloii them ti^ '•wte,that nothing 
in the evidence before tjem could induce 
a leconftneiulation to ,fiat effect; they 
conceive that Us freqiieA repetition would 
•be still inoie hurtful and nothing* but 
the strong case so warly made out 
by the W«st India intel'Ist, coupled with 
the loss of our trade wtm the countries 
ffbni whence we derived a&reat proportion 
of our foreign .supply, ccjtld prevail upon 
them to advise even thisj^ight temporary 
interference (guavded aJ it is by the pro¬ 
posed limitations) with aa est.ibijshed sys¬ 
tem of*agri( ulture.—^The lecuUar situation 
of Ireland, the great diffi%lty of •collect¬ 
ing the revenue on Spirit/the'e, the great 
preva lence illegal disfllation, and the 
fear that this measBUfo rogethei with the 
popular preGerence for corn wl^^ey, mi 
increase that trade to an uulnmt^^^mjpmt, 

, and interfere with* any regula^ons that 
might adopted for its suppression, pre¬ 
vent your Committee from decidedly re- 
VoL. XI.—ii/yr. , 



Second Report from’the CommitiewIs; cset, 

1NE DisTIl CATION OF SuGAR AHD lllp' 
—Ordered to be printed $lst 




The Contpi^ttee appointed to enqoi^ 
and repbrt, bow ihr, dhd un 
what cird^ staetfes, it may 
practipab'e ai>d* expedient tM 
• fine *l.o*35miLlERiEsof the Ur3| 

* Kingdom to the use of Seoxa 
Molassfs only; and also- wl 
other Provision can be made 

, tisj Relief of the Growers of Sue_ 

in 'Jl^ British West India 
N iEs'^nd to ieportthe>^e,w^'; 
1 their e|b^ervations an 

thereupmli^ from time to tinte, 
the House:—^and vho. were* ii)^j 
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■powered to report the Mwutes of but neither raw silk^iorpny other ^«icle 
the Evidence taken befule them ; useful to the British nW'iufacturer. .Those 
Have, pursuant to the order of the cargoes are paJb,for by bil^ of eJc- 

house, furthfu' eicatuined the matters to change. As this tradA anoi^ds great en’- 
thcm referrotl ;«aiMi have come to the fol- couragenient to »me ot tPtf chief staples of 
lowing Report: Yqiior Committee after the enemy, without prom<f.ing in me smal- 
having presented their First Report, lost lesj degree the welfare oty ibejdiipping, 
no time in pro->ecutiiig the enquiries point' nianufactiiriiig, or colonial e^sta of this 
edoutto them, in the order by whuli country, it is evidently the jftdicy, as wa 
they were constituted ; conceiving that if led to believe it is the practice of the 
by legislative encouragement an increased Fiench government, to connive at its eon- 
consumptioii of Rum could he created, nia- tinuaiicc, and to protect h'. The sound 
terial reliet would be allhrded to the [>lan- policy ot this country wq^ld seem to re* 
ter, enabling him to diminish the quantity the prohibition or discouragement of 

of the inferior sugari now imported, by ® trade, in which the advantage is reaped 
converting a portion Joli. ♦hem into that by the enemy; particala’ly as by so doing 
spirit, tlieir'Sirst attention was dirdited to t|‘e produce of our owm.;jolonie8, and spi¬ 
ttle most eligible means of accomplishing the manufacture i«r our own country »■ 
this object.—/juderstaiiding that an ex- w’ould rej^lace th/<sc so withdrawn troin 
tensive trade W foreign spirits is carrieit the marke>^lK-appears that the quantity 
on under the jb'otectiun of licences from of foPyign^irits for wliich duly was paid 
the privy coujicil, and of neutral flags, in lart year, was 2,101,187 gallons, 
and that tkerel:^ a g^eat encouragement is ®nd tliat 4ie gross amount ot the duly was 
given to a staple cownoditv of the enemy, l,3.‘30,973f. The duty of customs and 
while a pniportionatc ilisciyi.ra{!{emei\t is excise per gallon, on turi'ign spirits is 
thrown in th,ft way of the cousumptio* .of on riuu, lls.‘2|</. ami the e\- 

WeSt India rum, y mr Committee calleu cisP duty on British spirits, eKclusivc of 
before them .several persons concerned in fbc malt duty, is 7s. 2^(/. It would seem 
the continental trade, with a view to as- »bat a bare substitution of a consumption 
bertain the fact, and to learn the manner of the same quantity of spiiits at a lower 
in which the traffic is carried on ; and duty, would occasion a certain loss to the 
also two gentlemen connected with the revenue. Mr. Jackson calculates that loss 
boardsof customs and excise, fully capable ‘ft 786,000\\ pef amiuiii; and jiresuining 
ofmft)rmingthcm,whcther any loss would only on a iWe substitution of quantity, 
accruib to the ^revenue by prohibiting or thinks, that i^tonler to prevent any deficit, 
discouraging the importation of foreign ®nd at the saiiW time to preserve tiie pre- 
•pirits in future; and how that loss might sont diflerciicrYbetwrea the duties on rum 
be cenijyiB^edj shesild any such he e^- •'"d British spiSts, an addition ol 2 a, Sd. 

pedteuto. an^.—Jt ipipcars, that foreign P®*’ gallon on of these artii les would 
orandy and geneva anc among theenume- oe required. RV t such additional duty, in 
rated articles, the importation of which is the opinion of yf jr Coinmittee, could not 

E ’ ermilted by the general war-order of the he^mposed with*'it considerable danger of 
ing in council. 'The expences of^freight poi maneiitly ditfnnishiiig the consumption 
and in surance however are toodicavy, and of those articlcyt As the flavour of foreign 
WMk of seizure by our cnnEcrs, and con- "‘'f imitated ui this country, 

.demnation in our prize courts, is too great ^*td as Brandyn an he marie strongly te- 
tp'aliowAhe yadc to ha* carried on w i It sembliiig the fJwign spirit, it is impossible 
prospect ob advantage under the au- believe thatViin alone would be sobsti- 
of ,sucli ,a ^iieral order. The in thf* '’uo a of adv quantity of those 

rS^hants of this folmtiqjlic'icfore apply spiiits, which tile reeonnnendation of this 
■ to the privy council particular been- report might withdrasv .from the'market, 
cea} which being granted,neutral vessels Should-the eorfkumiition of rum however 
sure chartered, by which under the«c liven- be iaercased lA* the amount of one-third 
'dcs a trade is securely cairied on, whii^h of the foreign s|lirits svuieh pa'dtljfty 1®*^ 
otherwise would not exist. /'’ rinf .ships iear, that inrreaset^voyld tisc to 7(X),000 
nvdcec^ in ballast for the/hostile port, ^dlons.'^i.!#fre advantage gained by the 
'.takingthem neither Fritish manufac- West. Jn.iian interest would not .stop here ;i 
"t^res n£^ colonial prodkre, which Would as a demand for an additional quantity of 
‘Wpderthem liable to dJnfistystion. Tliey British b^nuJy would create a maiket for 
bflAg bacl^ tbVeign spirits, wine, and fruit, a proportionate quantity of sugar and mo- 
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tho^e being |ibe materials from 


lar^, t 

wliiLKthe best imi^tion of foreign bran¬ 
dy fX be piudi^d. It if proper to 
ineiitioir that the ftresent embargo in the 
porti of the UniAd States will throw a 
laigc ijuaiitity^ Uuin on the market of 
the iDotlier cc^itiy, which uliords an ad¬ 
ditional i^ttfR^ment to your Committee to 
leLoiiiiiieiid J^iy measure likely to increase 
the hoim* consumption of that spirit.—^I'hc 
rc-exportatioii fioin this country of the 
Jiiaiidy brought m on license, is not con- 
sicleiable; tha north of liurope being 
cliiefly suppliej by the prize spirits. Jfo 
duty is retainodwii the re-txpoit to Europe 
except the war\uty of 12 and -I pi^--cent. 
on the customs, Y about li pi-r gallon j 
to which the act mforcmgtne late Orders 
in Couin il has adu^sC^ duly of Sd. per 
gallon. In some instam^ it mhy he ex¬ 
ported duty fiee. This tnb4(Wias enjoyed 
these .idvaiitdgcs only since tw iiit/udur 
lion of I lie w.irehousvng syster] 
fore that period. Rum alone co 
poited without duly ; tlie lonsi^qnence is, 
that Rum must have lost n hat the other 
.spirit gained in the export trade.— 'I’heJ 
most obvious inode of preventing the ira 
puit.atiou and use of foreign .spirits, would 
be by a law of direct prohibition. Mr. 
Frew in states, that the difficulty of pre¬ 
venting snmggliug would ni'tbe lendered^j 
greater than at present, evim by a total 
prohibition of the trade; i*d Mr. .Iac|j- 
son thinks that the contraliamt trade might 
be mote efiectually chewed under a 
change of systtm, than my adhering to 
the present mode of ^pnting licences 
and imposing high dutie' 
should be deemed moi e 
the mode of laying on %n high additional 
duty, the revenue migifl receive its conj- 
pepsation for the dimiii^cd consump*tion 
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to any part of the world,—Yow CoramCfr' 
tee conceiving that the greatest encounfge- 
inent which codlil be given to the coBj* 
sumption of Rum, w ould be to equalize tht 
duties on that article and British spirits, 
examined several witnesses with a view to 
ascertain the probable ellects of ?uch a 
measure. The evidence shews, that very 
great relief Would thus be allimled to the 
planter; but it is objected, on the part of 
the distillers, thattlicy could not stand the 
competition, and that material injury, if 
not ^tire ruin to their trade, would be 
the consequence. If so, permanent injury 
would also be done lo the market for grain, 
whiuh is now alfor4ed l>y tlic distilleries, 
Y‘\ir^Cm^ 5 gaitie«^*retbre reti-i-rffrom re- 
comiTwiming the equalizatioi^f the duties 
on Rum and Bnti%h spiritsfto the const- 
iteration of ihe house.—^Yiur Committee 
are proceeding in the examj lation of other 
matters, which they concent to be inciucfod 
111 the Older of the house!and hope to be 
enabled shortly to Jay^^trirfb-report on 
your table. 


as, 

l)(> 


i)C- 

cx- 


But in case il* 
epedient to adopt 


of foreign spirits, in parijby the increased 
consumption of British-Y^(l<^ colonial 
efolrits, which at a lower TS‘cc would more 
thin replace the quantity jf that diminish¬ 
ed importation, and in par Ay the increased 
amount of theduty^on tba|reduced quantity 
of foreign spirits, whlbh |/ould even under 
these pircumstances conVnue tfi be con¬ 
sumed. Actuated by the^> considerations, 
your Committee rccomn^d, either that 
the importation ^ use of foreign spirits 
shuul(>''bl;"p«ohiv^ dif-ing the war, or 
that the duties oficustoq^^nd excise on ill 
. such spirits Imported snoulJV.'^eatly 
r creased; and in llm latter case/tii»«<hiso 
*,submit that it wo^ 


be highly %xpedient 


to lay a heavy duty on their re-exportation 


. table, 'nic^yvffe^nducfcl to pr^ent 
thifvpoht sT'i'watcly, not only because {{ 
r' to a separate upd {ijL^inct object, 
^b'ut also, that no tiiiiy may be lost in acO 
ing upon the recominendatioii contained lA 
it. 


Third Repout irom the Committee on 

'lUC Did! ILLS 1 ION Ut SlIOAR AND MO- 

LissEs .—Ordered to leprinted lOth Jme^ 

18 U 8 . 


The ('ommiltee'appointed to enquire^ 

• and report, J^ow far, and jiinde^ 
what circumstances, be 

piacticable dt^hexpediefit to coIS- 
line the Distilueries of the Unittd 
Kingdom to the use of Sugaji an^ 

, Molasses only ; and also wfort ' 
Provision can be made fot, 
the ttelief of the Growers 
in thi British Wesx-India CoLOts , 
MIES; -aniJ to report the same, sfiftl 
their Observations and* Opin^*“' 
thereupon, ffom time to tinaq^ 
the House :—aild who weij"'l__r- 
• powered ti^j^port the Minuses of 
* the Evidence taken before th«m’|^.i^^ 

Have, pursuant to the Oi-der qf 
House, fuither examined the Matters 
!benii* ; and have come te 

following R^ort; i ’ * ‘‘S' 1 "'3 

IN the fur^r-consideratiomi^ 
tens^c subject r^rred toyour(Aaiun%ttfia:r'-4 

it has appeared ^them, that in tbaOyeiijlt'^ 

# * 

„ - ifl 
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r of a discontinuance of the embargo at 
present irapowd l>y the U« States of Ame¬ 
rica, material relief might be aifbrded to 
tbo West India Colonies, by some relaxa¬ 
tion of the restrictions to which their trade 
with that coimtVy is at present subjected. 

This trade is, under** certain Jiinitations, 
permitted by law, and appears to be of the 
greatest importance for secuiiii(< to the is- 
l^ds,durinc u ar, rcgiilai and adi- quatesup¬ 
ply of provision'^ and lumber, b\ which lat¬ 
ter teim ib iin tnt, the vaiiuus descrimiuns 
of timber iisid foi buildings and pacKitj^es 
for produce. By far the greatest portion 
nf the.so supplies has been hithcrioiiiipurted 
in American vessels, as^iaid for partt^in 
'rum aiiclaNyy small e..‘ 

S thc only ar^ des of their growth which 
le colonists rre allowed to barter), and 
partly in spihie and bills of exchange.' 
llie latter iiioiK of p lynienl is grca'ly pic- 
fcAed by the Americans, who gcntialiv 
insist upon U, und will dispose of the fr 
cargoes at a consi<'' 4 rAhly less priie when 
it can be obtained. Tu., lodies^rc . ..... 
as solicitous'&> barter, and are ut'tcnobol ( d rig< 
to press the.r molasses ofi*iov> j*cari 

American merchaiit^at a great disadvan¬ 
tage, in ordei to gel the articles off tlicir 
tbtmds, and to avoid the necissity of selling 
produce in the Islands at a losing price to 
l^se money for their purchases. It ap- 
p^rs however in evidence before your 
Committee, that not above one-third of the 
supplies imported from Amerna are paid 
for in this manner.—The cau«‘ of the pie- 
focence thus shewn by the inerchanis of 
the U( States to aniode of pa> mrnt so ilis 
trasaitf^'tolTh: other party, is to be found 
m the litniied dc.c.'.^’i'd for luin and mo- 
nsses, as compared'witii the valut of the 
4gticks imported, and in the advantage 
tr^ch money and bills of e.xchaiige,ailbrd 
ip the unrestrained intercourse vy^h.ic'i they 
ii jfn ireJJc»xed to carry on with 4.tie enemy's 
Cpluuiea. It has been their practice to 
thithe^ with the moni^ of which thev 
]||l,ye drained the British West Indies, and 
arobase with it sbgar, molasses, and 
return whh those articles to their 
i;]| Qpuntry, and the,^ to*expott thv sur- 
f ^beyond the demand of the American 
' |t, tQ every part of the continent of 
te, Qne,of the chief causes of the di-tr 
, ic^tb^ritish colonist isto b'^vrayed to 
^{Bour^' ills jiroduce, load -d with war 
been brought; home to a 
^}rket, there to .}je sold aklow 
while the produfa of the enemy, 
Q|i^a in'neutral bottoms, at expences 
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little exceeding thfr ordinary char^.'j of 
peace, has securely reiwhcd the congenial 
market, supplanting tnjreby they^ngllsh 
traderwho could notstalLi the* competition, 
under the complicated disadvantages at¬ 
tending his traffic. The\ree communica¬ 
tion which has existed bettv»taj^,the Ame¬ 
ricans and the enemy’s eolAoes has ena¬ 
bled the latter to procure th«r necessary 
supplies at a much cheaper rate tllan they 
can be obtained at in our islands. The 
truth of this assertion is proved by a state¬ 
ment of the compar.itive prices of lumber 
ami provisions in Martinique and Trinidad, 
givin in evidence by Mairyat, and 
by an' ai count deliveieil’Sii TMr. Wedder- 
biiin, of till pi ices of t|p* same articles in 
the island of .Inm.. rdj/ It appears by tlie». 
Evideiii Oucontiine/! in the Appendix, and 
seems natmally, vo follow from the above 
sUitoin'iit, mat a permission to barter 
sugar'andas well as rum and nio- 
las.ses, for||lbe lunilier ami provisions ini- 
poited in ijiculial Iiottoins, if coupled with 
the adoption of ucasures of enireastd 
with rt gard to the commerce 
ried on by the enemy's islands, would 
elli dually relieve the planter from the 
eviis lie now so justly complains of Ho 
woubl not only be fried from the in« onve- 
niciiccs llidt flow from the restiictioiis mi- 
'posed on liu trade, and the irnruediate 
losses thus moiiglit upon him, but wliat is 
Oi paramouui^ importance, a new market 
would be opAiien, which would annually 
take off a greSf portion of that jiroduce, 
the forced act ftljiulation of whii h in the 
m.iikel of the iVitber country he has so 
grievously' felt. ^Your (’onnnittee cannot 
too sliongly pies,s upon the atte^ilion of 
tlie huasd the adranlages that would be 
deiMeil by the jfj/est Indian proprietors 
from the openin^pf such an outlet for the 
chief articles asl heir pioduce. Such a 
system is peculi/My calculated (o diminish 
the distresses Ipcfer which the Briti^i 
planters at pA^eiit labour. It would 
relieve the homaiiiarket, and would mate¬ 
rially tend to s^iistiiute, in consumption, 
the nrodix'tions pf the British for those of 
the* French col<;riies,—Although the per¬ 
mission >to barter sugar and coflee, in ex¬ 
change for lumler and provisions, would 
be productive ofjadvantige, e ven if onac- 
dimpatiied by the otfaCr'fneasures to which 
yqur ComjiutCee oaVe a)lv^ed,^hey cannot 
ho^ ti^jv it would be iollovfrcd by any ^ 
very ext^isive beneflloji’unless some fur- ^ 
ther check^should be imposed on the inter-r*' 
course between the U. mates 'Ofid the ene- 
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possessions. 'WHtintercowsevHiich 
origwtetl in tli^navai ii^eriority of 
France has bee»]TOroductive' of so tttany 
advantages to thwAnieiicans, that, while 
it continues to sjpsist, tltey will not be in* 
dneed to’abaijlmn the profitable practice 
of draiiiing,/w islands of specie in order 
lo purchase Ax. an advantage foreign colo- 
jiial produce. A recurrence, however, to 
the ruld of the war of I75d, or a blockade 
general or partial of the hostile colonies, 
would materially alter the case. Under 
such a chan^ in the policy of Great 
Britain, theinnlTuptioii of their traffic vaith 
the French isl^ds w'ould compel them to 
resort to the Bmish colonies, and^ U’ade 
advantageous to enemy would be suc¬ 
ceeded by one cuVhicive to the prosperity 
of this kingdom.—^YSl^Committee felt it 
lo be their duty to enquiN^into the manner 
in which a permission to mTt&r the«bove- 
mentioned articles with neu 
alliict his majesty's North Amelican colo¬ 
nics and the shipping interest u||this coun¬ 
try. Must of the objections that were 
pressed on the. attention of the Comruittee 
by the witnesses w'ho were examined on^ 
this part of the subjei t, apply to the ex¬ 
istence of any imercourse whatever be¬ 
tween the British West Indies and the U. 
States in neutral bottoms. As such an 
intercourse, established by law, actualljf 
exists, your Committee felt thAniseIves pre¬ 
cluded from entering on yat extensile 
and important subject o^nvcstigution. 
They did not conceive it m be submitted 
to them by the house, oaM they felt that- 
to report upon it would I e to exceed th«k 
limits of their instructiony. They did not, 
however? refuse to admit on their ininrutes 
some answers perhapMirrelcvilht to the 
subject matter of their^nquiry, as tlip.<te 
answers were eamestllri and repeatedly 
pressed by those who geie them, as being 
of importance to the iniAosts with which 
they are connected. It 1 u\j been objected, 
that the permission will Operate as a dis¬ 
couragement to the produre and commerce 
of our North America#! colonies, by giving 
a greater stability to an.intercourse,^ the 
existence of which is -staicd to be incon¬ 
sistent with their‘welfare; and that it will 
injure the shipping interest, by affording 
a strong t^nptJUhm to tliji continued etn-, 
ploynJent 'of^TveiJnSwcssIls in a trade, to 
a participation iJ whidrf«r1*lt{iss*rted they 
never ought to live beeu adiiufaefj.^^ .Jlf is 
urged, that thestivAects are likely to fol¬ 
low, even though the quantity of sugar and 
to be exported from tne islands 


shoald be strictly eeitifiiietl' to iqci^ 
barter fer the,value (if'the Innber 
provisions received from file Untfetf'Stateifc 
Your Committee beg 'leave to obseCvO'i' 
thait a variation in the mode of paymeitl. 
cannot thus sdTect eit:her*the eol^iaf ttr 
theshipping interests of the kingdom. An' 
intcrcourse is actually perraitted betweej^ 
the Islands and the United States, by^ 
which the former have beeu ehi^fiy fm|4 
nished with the lumber and provisions" 
they required; and a reference to the 
evidence of Mr. Lyon will shew how «nalt 
a quantity of the supplies have been pro¬ 
cured from his majesty’s North American 
P^sessions, or h^' t; been itnport,ed in Brit-^ 
it ii*pr6su{net|^dhat, during’ 
the war at least, there exh/s no intention 
on the part of the*British vovernment of 
•disturbing this connection. 'The proposed 
variation in the mode of/payment, if,, its 
amount be restricted withni the limits of 
mere exchange, and the^portpf the arti¬ 
cles be confined to thj^-i^Ssels bringing the 
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continent of Aincrkila. Should it even 
p-artially have these ellects, let the great 
possible advantages on the one hand be 
set against the utmost extent of the appre¬ 
hended loss on the other, and it is cohi- ‘ 
cfi'ved that the house will have no diffi¬ 
culty in forming its judgment. As to thd 
shipping interest, it is obvious that a ferceff’- 
diminutinn of the cultivation of those 
Islands would be of the greatest injury','’ 
while a measure teryjing.to pre^imt suefe# 
reduction must be of the greatest benefit^ 
in as far as it mus^ lp«7c "them* at present 
the continuance of their outward freights' 
umliminished, and secure to them the 
whole,of the homeward freights in tfalt J 
event return of peace.—With tfii ' 
view your Committee have’takeir^il^et^llfcif 
whole of the question under their coki^i* 
deration, they c8#mot but earnestly rcc<^V>J 
muid to the liouse the expediency of pe#i'i 
mltting the proprietors of West 
tales to barter sugar an3 coffee,^ 
rum and moIasses,Js>r the lumber and pi^^r 
visions imported in neutral vessels*diURn^;^ 
the war. Should no objections, arisipg ’ 
<tf'considerations of general policy 
which itfis not within the province of y«^*v 
Committee to give any opinion)pccfiir'to'^! ! 
prevent tfie adoption of strongar^a'asurd# J 
to iitterrupt thb intercourse b^weefi 
cnem/s colpnie^and the United Stat^/‘: 
your Committee \ivoald rticom‘iiiend*fiial:^ :; 
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,recourse should be had to some such sys¬ 
tem. Such a change in our policy would 
produce the greatest beuent to our colo¬ 
nies, and would transfer to them the ad¬ 
vantages which the war has hitherto pro¬ 
cured f«r those df the enemy. 


Fourth Report from the Committee on 
THE Distillation of Sugar and Mo- 
.XAssEb, iic .—Ordered to be printed 22d 
June, 1808. 

The Committee appointed to enquire, 
and report, how far, and under 
what Circumstances, it may* be 
. prael^able ^ndi|e\p.»'V"7i 

fine WNl Distilleries of the iSnitciT 
Kingdom to thu use of Sugar and 
JV1ola.s/f.s only; and also ivhat^ 
other Provision can be made for 
the Relim’ of the (Growers of Su<;ah 
in the Biutish West India Colo¬ 
nies'; al[JV Ip rf;port the same, with 
, their ObscrVtw'vjns^and OpiiWon 
thereupon, from timc*w» timfjito 
the^ nvp ' aIio were*#'' 

powered to report the Minutes of 
the Evidence taken before them ;— 

Have, pursuant to the Order of the 
House, further examined the matters to 
them referred; and have agreed to the 
fbilowing Report; 

YOUR Committee next proceeded to en¬ 
quire whether any and w hat Relief might be 
afforded to the colonies, by re<lucing tin* 
prohibitory duty on tbe importation of 
E^ne4 »uggr» to » "'hich .should bu 
merely equi^lent to that on raw sugar.— 
H may be proper ttt..pft;mise, that there is 
process tailed clayin*g, which does not 
aut^ect the sugar to the prohibitory duty, 
||td makes it liable only to an addi/.ional 
Aity of 4s. per cwt., w-hich more 

llmNfNierortiooAte to its additiunai value. 
Uhl* is, however, not what Is ineaiil by 
nflmed, which is, proporl^'speaking, sugar 
that has undergone solution, and a fresh 
g ranula tion, and such sugar is charged 
^hlfl^duty of 8f.* 8s. per cvvt.; which 
fift* as an absolute pr^liibiiion of its im- 
advantages which the planter 
lytKMiid derive from refining his sugar, before 
hai imports it, are these {—First, The itn- 
jyiniTT loss would be avoided wRtelyiious 
£rom drainage in tl^ passage, 
imnonti^sy^ nearly one-eighth of the 
. ^8 loss to tite i^ter, if svgar 
at its ship/nent at tbe low 
igka hf45ii« per 4::wt* ianot lew An tbe whole 


importation than dOOjbOO/. per annum. , !r 
is indeed alledged, thq^lfis loss migp be 
avoided by ‘claying, n t it appea^ that 
the process of claying iliiot applit^blc to 
all sugars, and, from its^creasing disuse, 
it seems to be regarded ak by no means 
beneficial.—^Another benei^o the planter 
would arise from the great i\^reX>e of iiis 
distillery; for every cwt. of s\gar rctinud 
would furnish materials for the distillation 
of nearly three galls, of rum, and this addi¬ 
tional distillation would be actompaiiied 
by no additional expencc.—A third benefit 
to J,ie expected by the plifitcr would be 
the reduction of his lioiu/ IVeight. At 
present* the ships on an /verage obtain 
barely one-tliird of a fr^ht our, aiul are 
therefore obliged to cly/rge two-thiids of 
their freight out o»'''tfieii’ freight home. ’ 
Should the refin^ uke place to any con¬ 
siderable exf^etl, there would be a large 
export vf upals and utensils. Besides, as 
the freightriiome is paid not on the sugar 
that is taiipn on board, but on what is 
landed, it Follows that the fi eight of that 
eighth of the sugar which is lust on the 
,f)u.ssage must be charged on the rtiii.mider. 
Were this waste avoided, it is obvious that 
on this nccouiU only the height home 
might be reduccel one-eighth, without loss 
to the .ship-owner, and tliis would be, at 
the present late of fit iglil, a sa\ ing to the 
planter of altput 800,U()0/. on his whole 
iiipport.—La.sry, a benefit of no small im¬ 
portance niaylgrise to tbe colonies from 
the number otT'oropeaiis which would be 
wanted in various capacities for the refine¬ 
ry; and by tliisvieaiis would be obviated 
file alarming dect^ease of white population, 
l^which the present distress of the colonies 
cannot fa kto accekrate. To this may be 
addqd, that the rc£’iery would furnish to 
her of tbe negroes an 
rior to that of field 
^.iby contribute to that 
tliciii, on which theif 
well being so much 
,shipping interest it does 
fiy iiijqry could possibly 
occur.’ Instead oi a cwt. of raw sugar, the 
freight home wofild. be 36lbs. of r\;fincd, 
‘i2ibs.of ^astard sugar,and three gall.of rum, 
which is at least equivalent.—With regard 
to the Revenue, k is clerr^hat if the duty 
'laid on the refin)',d aiich the‘bustard 
should cqnaly(i&^ 4 nount|th*at of the raw 
—gM v^udi produced n4 loss could 
iset'Hm some other j^j',ats of view the 


a considerable nv 
employment sui 
labour, and the 
gradation amor 
improvement ail 
depends.—To tW 
not appear that 


SUJ 

arise? 

alteration Vould be bei^Hcial to the reve* 
nue. The'waste being avoided* a greater 
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qurt^ity would arri^> and arriving at no 
addi^iiai rxpcnc^it might^be atlbrded 
cheaply. The cJusumption thereby pro¬ 
moted, the du(ies>liu<it also increase. The 
revenue wemid ^o gain in another way. 
It has been fcjiiiid impossible to pnvent 
tlie molasses * produced in the refinery 
Ironi gettin* ' illegally into distillatiun, by 
which the veveniie is materially injured. 
No sucli consequence could result from 
molas-es produced in the West Indies, as 
the article is not of siiflicicnt value to nay 
tile charge o.i inqmrlation.—It has been 
observed, that jlie planter loses one-eigktii 
of his produce ■ one-eighth of his capital 
may therefore ^e ivgardeil as un^rodiu - 
tivp. The .s.iniX remark applies to the 
.shipping ; being-.bliged to take on hoaid 
a (juantity of siiga?, ».;iwl to oiie-eighth, 
which does not arrive, u\follows that one- 
eighth tif the West India sn.ppingiis also 
unjiroduclive. Capital, undiv sulli cir- 
cumslanees, not tmly dcfractl from the 
income of individuals, but is sij muili loss 
of national .stock; and in this light must 
be regarded the two .sums before st.itcd, 
making an aggregate loss to individuals 
and to the nation of 900,0(K)/. annually. 

It is next to be eoii.si<lciTd, what eflect 
such alteration of the duty w'ould have on 
the domestic refineiy, for encouragement 
of which it was obviously first imposed? 
In as far as the colonial refiAry might be 
pioinotcd by such altrrativn, there can 
be no doubt but the domestic refinery 
must decrease; and if thi,#ciiect were ex¬ 
tensile and immediate, ll,/ greatest injury 
could not fail to arise to those, who, on th^ 
faith of existing law's, had embarked their 
capital.s'in these establi.shnieiits.—Presum- 
ing*lhat the house woxld nut'Entertain a 
measure which could lAve such an eflR'fit, 
without at the .same tene entertaining a 
coiisideiation of compriAation to the indi¬ 
viduals who might be injured by it, your 
Commitlee thought it iiMimbent on them 
to m-ike eni]iiiry as to thw amount of these 
capitals and the nature or their inve.stmcnt. 
—It IS stated that (Jiciy were, two years 
ago, 3dl I'efiniiig Pans in employ in Lon¬ 
don alone, but that 70 of these are*now- 
out of employ. The mniiher of pans in 
other parts of the United 1‘jnpire arc sup¬ 
posed^ to be itiis pi-esumed that* 

an equal prOpwi^i o;i these, viz. Mi, 
are from thp sam' cauitesnOwunrtnpIoyed. 
The total theigvould he 4-88 pans in em¬ 
ploy, and 110 oi%»*‘ employ.—^The capital 
requisite for each pan i.s stated t^ be 3,000/. 
of which two-thirds are allotted to the 


buildings, and one-third to the uteh(ni«.‘^ 
To keep % pan jit work, a fiirther capital, 
of 6,000l, ill London, and a larger sum in « 
the out-ports, is requisite for the purchato. 
of sugar, and to discharge the current ex« 
penccs. But this latter ^a|)ital dftes ao,ir 
come into the pre^mt view, as it would ' 
not be engaged were the refinery to stop. 
Allowing tiic 5,()OOL for each pan, it’ 
would amount to 1,461,000/. for those that 
are in employ, and 3^H,000L for th(>se 
u'liicli are out of employ. But as this 
latter capital may perhaps at any rate not 
become again productive, it w'ould hardly 
be reasonable to allow for it as though it 
w^'re so at present, and perhaps half the 
.ii.ght’he toiisideped as liablec 
to depreciation. This deduction would 
Ic-ave the total of the buildings and utensUs 
•subjected to loss at I,(i38,0u0/. this would 
not however be total loss, for many oftbe 
buildings would be convertible to othur 
purposes, and of all the fJte and material • 
would retain their »vala».; ncufher would 
till' iiteiy-ils h.v.<.'>tii'cly lost. An estimate 
of jtVis natiE^cannot be expected to be ex- 
tict,'i)ut it is pcrk.^i noi .fidu of the mark 
to say, that the totid eventual loss would 
be unc-half of their co.st, or 819^00/.->. 
Your Committee thought it right to pre’seftk 
to the house the extreme case, in order to 
shew that even the ('xtreme case could not 
occasion a loss equal to that which ariaui 
annually in the present .system.—This e*. 
tremity could, however, haidly occup,' 
Your Committee have -.'ready observed^ 
that in a matter so new-, it is impossible to 
say wliat difficulties ini..,ht arise, entirej|ii' 
to obstruct the progress of rohfTery in thie - 
West Indies. At %viy rate it ft probable, - 
that fioin want of ca|>ital there, such pro¬ 
gress would be very gradual, and that the 
colonial refinery would at last he confined ^1 
to such‘’.:'jgar8 as are cxpo.sed to the greattv 4 
est waste iiUlie passage, and arsJ[BjUkt«4^,^ 
to pay thei/freight in a raw .state. Thoi^.'j 
it may be siipi^osed that ultimately 
above oiie-lialf of the domestitf refinetmUi , 
would be superseded by those of the We 
Indies ; and therefore hot above 
abowe-mentioned Jpjury could arise, aoi.Ji 
even Miis would be rendered by^dhi 
being gradual, and in great phrt ivmetewto.,'’^ 
^d much however is certain, that id as finl ^ 
as.. thervneasMre .shall produce any rffutoj 
that eiiect will be highly beneficial tosllls 
planter and ihe nation, and that^e beiMbi. ^ 
fits arising from it, will furnish qjfnplevluio^ 'll 
for compensating any injury thatdt cohMF s 
produce. 6u the other hand/sbotiM tW -t 
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^vefiiiery not succeed in the West Indies, it 
cannot be imagined that, from fin unsuc- 
ce»iul speculation any serious injury could 
arise to the r«fiiu-rs of this country.—lii 
the course of their enquiries, it has :i]i> 
pearedi obvious*to your Committee, that 
e&ectual relief to theWest Indian colonies 
qras only to be expecteil in one of the 
'^ree following uays: a change of their 
staple commodity, Sugar, fur some mure 
lucrative produce; a reduction of the ex- 
pences attending its cultivation and sale ; 
or an advance of price, whetlier aileded 
by an increase of the demand or a diminu¬ 
tion of the supply. The first of these 
modes has been represented as impracti- 
• wflhle, and if it be jn-atfricaWC,",.; j-W '4*ut 
he olloclcd so great an extern, and 
' vwithin so shml a time, as to prevent the 
’Vnin<of a great proportion of West Indiau 
eropfrictors. Difficulties iii uriy equal have 
;^en alledged to exist, in the w ly of an 
efficient redjic^n of the expcnce atlend- 
iiag the cultivjn«!:^nd sale of colonial 
.acoducc; anil agami^'‘o|»«svu;g ffior- 
Kets in any of the modes hitl^e ^i pro}<m.ed, 
peril naeious sftllgglHtas boen maiiitmiiddrl 
'by diderent parties, each of them respec- 
tively^ealous of the alterations saggeslcil 
4ll‘thie present system, as likely to be in- 
tjnvious to their particular interests. As to 
a diininutioii of the supply* it could not be 
reflated without loss, except by the di>- 
■eimrery of some prulilable mode of ein- 
' ^ploying the lalmnr of the negroes, which 
.(as is above stated) has not yet bt‘en de¬ 
vised ; and this object, even if it had been 
ndierwise att.unable^mu8t have been d«- 
\:&ateci bj^he great increase of colonial^ 
^nrnduce efeated by.jtyif recent conquests,— 
''.ijlnder such circumstances, your Commit- 
could not but favourably eutertain the 
CQOtisideration of a "plan ibr employing 
. iWgar in fattening cattle. The advantages 
supposing the'sucoess to be 
moderately answerable lo the expec- 
^Wtrans formed, are obviqiis and peculiar ; 

; pAwi relieV it offers would be of the must 
j^lddr^lekind, that of opening a new source 
m^MRtfiftsuinption within ourselves, and 
'(MkerefoK independaak of extemaU acci- 
^^its,<oc'war; not interfering with* the in- 
Mtanst of any body of men whatever; ex- 
"flterive in proportion to the degree in wlii^hi 
'iydt.dbonld.^prove Iwneficial to thftSeeg-ssat 
's toI aa scB , :dK feeders and consumers oi cat- 
the favourable supposition of 
iviiaMent\ace68s, it would be attended with 
«ti4Ais'^eapeciali advantage, that whatever in- 
/utBpMMuaf‘^qprice of augar*might be oc- 


Ac Commitiec on [exU 

casioned by the increased consuin}>#.f?m 
from this q^u&e, the i^ii^hcn wou^ fall 
generally ini the wholeyountry, aiyi might 
perhiip.s be even comptitsated by a reduc¬ 
tion in the price of cattl\ arising from the 
improvcmi'iit in the uuRieiif feetliiig them. 
The positive evideuec in\' ayou r of this 
plan cannot be stated as ver\strong ; nor 
indeed could such be expei wl, wliile the 
public attention has not been iinmeiliately 
called to the subject, and experiments 
have been so discourayed bv the cost of 
the material, as lo prtvci# their haiiiig 
hw;n fried to any satisfactJ-y extent, or lu 
sufficient variety to asce/tain ;«curalely 
either ihc abinlute or thi^’oiiiparatiM* ,id- 
varilaup of the practice./ A nearly univer¬ 
sal current of opiuioiirmay howcvei bq, 
alledged in suppori^TJT’it ; nor would it be 
ditlicult to pro^Jw u high coiamcndatory 
authorities frefii writers upon the subject 
of alilneiyiii almost every country, wltli 
wliieh tlurobserv .Uioiis of the best mforin- 
fcd colonies entirely agree. The apparent 
results from the evidence of an honourable 
member of this house appeardiscoui .tgmg ; 
but it does not seem impossible to account 
for them, without concluding against the 
general eflect of sivg.ir given in larger 
quantities and in a less diluted form. Ex- 
perim uits, which it is hoped will prove 
•more dcciaivc, are abour to be iiHtiluted. 
As howcveijnt is- evident, ih.it even the 
present prLctl.of sugar, swelled as it is by 
the duly, mist prove an insuperable bar 
lo its adoption ur tins puiposc, your Com¬ 
mittee thougluk it advis»>able to elupiire 
i*into the possibility of admitting a draw¬ 
back, to be received on all so employed, 
without risk to the present revcnfte, which 
appears % the ewdence of Mr. Frcvfin to 
fana the only grlund of doubt concerning 
the allowance.-^ri private application, 
Mr. Parkes, a ^ry intelligent practical 
I'e subject into coosldera- 
,nner very creditable to 
undertook a course of ex- 
detailed ill a very clear 
ivhach will be found in his 
evidence) several substances, which appear 
capable of being so' united with su^ar, as to 
prevent its being again used either for 
common economical purposes, or in wash 
for distillation,land frdp-e'which it^cannot 
be again separarid witlW-Cifery considera¬ 
ble skillt diffictil^, ana .expence, at the 
same tiiBe< not iinjusing,//-- is supposed, its 
nutritive* qualities.—4Si.'£it those experi-, 
ments however absolutely conclusive, 
or of themselves form a sufficient basis for 
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a rfyislatlvc prevision, yonr C’oinniittfo 
nu*;iiA'K)t to afliri^, ami liu'iipfbic d»> not 
at prci-viit roc.oHf'nfud tlje iiididycuce 
alludod to; hot tliey loitard the iiiagni- 
tmle of t^ic .nul llio prospcrt of 

Micros-i, as siiilJcicnt to jo.stify (heir liaviiig 
intvrod on tin* (.iiquiry, and to warrant 
tli<;ir hope, liat bidoi'v tho next sesnion oi 
j»arliniP,fiU*il ijuy l)t; pvoseciilL’d nitlisnch 
(iiliconic and zeal as completely to deve- 
lope ll:e troth.—Yonr tommitiee are 
avMirc, tlial la lief to the ('Toweis ol' si.^ar 
has liei'ti looked for and solicited in a re- 
diir'tioii of the! <hity ptdd on llie Briflsh 
roiisoniptiiin o‘,‘ that artlch-. I pon this 
.sohjeit it has m'.t been ju(iL,cJ necessary 
to colieci spt'cii'c evitlencc. It is .'•idli- 
•ciently ol)vi.>ns, ihnj tlietluty in tltis, as in 
oilier cases. onj;:hl lo be so proportioned as 
to fall entire;!V upon ibe cVn-iMnier, wliere-as 
it is ce'i'lani, that for seime years p^'t. 
lux on seig.ir lias btem boriie-, jie>l Ijy ihe 
consnnie'r, bill by ibe euli!va>or. It is 
eapially' certain, that exie rsive^ deties are 
a])1 to < lieek e <iii..tnnptli)n. 11 a 'loantily 
of siiear, con-idmably exaaaalin':;^ the aver- 
KLte eir llnai'v r|ninlity e'on^mneal in tlie 
unde el kiiiudom, ceinid, at a realnce’e! jnae c, 
he‘ forced into e.insoinpla'ii, tlie; re'\enne, 
in elleetirif? lie: t e'bleef by leme;riiyL' ibe 
rate of duty, miuiht tinel .i eaiinpe-n ..iin n in 
the- esle-nsiem eii’lhat el’iiy to ill'* .vldilioiiaT 
e-iiisoniption. lint the pl.nyer, ii is evi- 
de-nl iuMh'r his prc'e-nt jlireuni.irn'ei^s, 
liona-ver desiradile the olivet may be to 
him, is nnahU- lei I ear tharat sheiulti be iic- 
eom])lishe-d at. liis expense, for even now 
receivin" mi re:lnrn ol'preifit liy the preseiii 
jiriee, tlie only es|K‘elient in l*.s jiower 
would lie tei reduce in a ruinou.s manner 
leis eailfivatiim to that ,''oinl, ntfieh .shouhl 
proportieiu the siipjily lo the e\islin» rfl;- 
iiianei - f (lie nmlher”cjunlry. 'Jo what 
extent the coiisuniptio.** eif .sugar in the 
united kingdom might,ft under jnilicious 
^ne-oorage-nienl, he* carrie 1, must be matter 
of cemjeeture; it appeart! in the evidence 
before your (.'oniniitlee to b«vn been prei- 
gre.ssiv'e, even nnfler*the heavy aecinnula- 
tions of duty, which it has stained^ but 
niorc*ra])idiy pi;ogre-i.sive tinder those low 
prices at w bit h, with much disadvantage 
anel loss to die phnler, it has lately .been 
Rold.^—Yonr Ti^mtteeihink it necessarji* 

to state (wlttS*^'hccofhis produced be 
lore them will-»ilH’'e<ssnfirm) ll#at the cul¬ 
tivation of ihe^wTBritish colonit*s has deiile 
little more thamfeep paese wilili the cx- 
tonsiem tif British consnmptitjp, and that 
the excessive glut of the lilaiket is impu- 
VoL. XI.^Jppx. 


table chiefly to tlic adinissiofi of the pfO** 
dneo of rile contjiiered colonies info thtjt: 
privilcge.s of our own, at a lime too, when 
access to the foreign market was siibjecteid 
to unusual ditlieuliies. ^ Thus ciroum- 
sianeed, the Briti.s|i cojouie's apj^ar to 
your Committee to have a well-grounded • 
claim upon the legislature for such regu- 
I lalio^s of duty on home consunrption, and 
of bounty on exportation, as may plaqc 
ihcm at least in a sitiialion as advantage¬ 
ous as that whicli they would have enjoy- 
etl had they hcen left in the e.xclufiive 
liosse.ssiou of the market of this kingdofn.- 
Yoiy Commitlee did, in tlie first instance^, 
pufipose a measure, which, whilst it 

iinmedulteYelicf, must only bd' 
r-onsidered as a temporary -expedient, ba% , 
they eamiot n-fraift from presdng, undet 
Viicimistanees of such severe distress, the 
nce(-.ssjt.y of a rcdticlion of l lie duty, uulesji 
.some ollK-r elli.ctual modes of relief shall 
he adopted. They are chpti-'y of opinion, 
that d a praetiraldP '-v^ilrmilatiim of any 
part of ihe '.'.illV■''’an he devi-ed, siTidi U 
reru^iinn;t.i!i*f aliiird relief to llu; planter, 
eithc^- by dimiiiliiiiiig his Vhitrgcs to that 
aie'imit, il ilie m-.irket jiriee'i-houhl coph 
Imtk- ii'.Mltei ed, or by eiiereasirig tli? nnm- 
i* -r ;m 1 eomi.eliiion of (-(.nsumers, if tht! 
pro e .slmold bill.—In ihi.s view your CoftXs: 
mil tee rcv-enimeud lo the seiious atteiitidn 
of tbe III 11 e a ii-g'd il'oii of llu* duty dn ' 
sugar, lo lie ;;ov<; oed by the average price ■ 
laken at slated periods, iiridci the’authority' 
and directions oi (ho legislaJurc. A pritt-,-! 
ciplc whieli they fiiTd recommemkd by %; 
tommiitoc of the J^iousc of comnipns, in 
their rejiort presented Gltlr-ijpily 1807'5- 
and again, vviih sdnie variation of detail, 
.suggested in the report of the house of as¬ 
sembly of Jamaica, dated 13ih Movembcf 
1 S()7,—Your Committee understand that a i 
lull, materially reducing the ilutv.'.i^;; 
coflee, is ikmv in its progress 
house, aiid ftavc not therefore t bought 
n'*ce.ssary to en’yer into any particulav ’ii^ ‘ 
ve.stigatton on that subject, 'l lfcy canaiG^,^!; 
h-jvvever, refrain from expressing 
opinioil, that this mcasdre, in as 
may, tend to incxfjise tbe cansumpttonlirt 
c.iliert, will not only benefit Vi^,|k«'Ow 
that article, by relieving ihd market 
tlie present glut, but may prove &f 

miK'antttge to the grower of suga:i;,iil|R 
Ivithdrawitig a pro^jortion of the -nogro^'i 
lo another object of ciihivation. ..It Blast ' 
als« tend to the udilitional sc'f^nty :of die' 
Islands, by incre-avni-g the number of that 
middling of whitc-t scHlersy^spida 
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hendcd in the jjenerai nbjfct of thei^in- 
q'.iiry, and will iVoia tiAt: to time s^init 
tiieir ol)s(Mvatious tlieiTirj'on to the nonsc; 
lm( in consequence ol‘ the Petition which 
tijc Company liave presented to tljw; house, 
and whicli has been ivl’erretl Co your com- 
iniltec, liny liave. deemed inadvisable, in 
(he lii'.st iiistauee, (o advert to the alicga- 
lions of that Petition, includjn^ not only 
thosi’ whii h roi’er exchtsively to tlie ba¬ 
lance claimed by tlio Company as owing 
to them liy the puhlu;, hut also such as re¬ 
late to the gimcral slate od their altairs, 
nmFto ri'port upon (lie .sami|, as lar as the 
progress which your Committee hate been 
enaljiisf to mal'e in 


♦^hotn' their defence so grea*ly depend.^,— 
Ybbr Committee having now gono through 

• the consideration of all the measures that 
have been suggCNtcd to them in puisoaiu*; 

.of* the orders of the house, li' foie they 
cio.se their filial report^ feel it to be. tlieir 
dut}' to state, that notliing lias occurred 
since tlicir appointment wlu< h has opened 
the prospect of any im[irovein(’rit i%tbe 
9 i},uation of the West Indian Pody; ami 
thciTtbrc they cannot forbea'’ to press on 
$he si’rious consideration of the hon.s--* the 
several rc[>urls that liave been laid sni 
.^our table. 

Fiust Report FRoM^-nyi Src^ca* A 

TEE ON THi?y\i r\iRs oF liii; Ivxst'xnoi 
CoMP-tNY.— Ordered (/j hr printed 25lli 

.. Slajf laos. 

The Select Committee appointed to 

• enquire into the present State ol 
the-AITiiitii^if ibc Plait India Com- 

.. ' , pany, and loVr^^Uft the same, as it 

shall appear to th(:m,?.|.ih5 H^j.se, 
with theit OhservaiPn’Jirs thereii^n, 
and ^Iso to report their Proceed- 
ings fiom time to lime to the 
Hou.se; and to whom scvcr.vl Ac- 
>j counts and olln r Papers presented 
,^v;' to the J-Joi'se, respecting the ^^c;^e- 
nues and Ciiarges, and the com¬ 
mercial Concerns of the Mast India 
Company; and also the Petition 
of the l.'nifed Company of I\ler- 
chants of itngjiand trading to the 
liast Indies, '.>ere severally refur- 
•re(j«~!Jave, |r.nsuaiU to the <)i’- 
dcr.s of the llirisd examined the 
matters to tli6ii» referred, and have" 
agreed upon the following Report. 

utmost diligence which yoiir,Co;n- 
have been enabled to bestow upon 
^ extensive detail, as an 
f^lhqairy into “ the present sidte of the Af- 
of the East India Cj^ioipany,” w'ould 
Wave Ifeen suflicient for its full investi- 
n within the period wliich ha.s elap- 
e their appointment, even if many 
the most necessary documents, a.s t^i the 
ito rif^thQ Company’s Aifairs in dndia, 
ll' noC be^it received so recently as to 
Hfeectdde the possibility of their being 
with that degree of 

^''^eittnd attention, \vhich the complicated 
ire, not less than the importance of the 
(.ject, indispensably requires: ^our 
inmittee>are still engaged in the coii- 
ni UiB vafions matters eompre- 


T' 
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thcir^/nqiiiry, ha.s, in 
their uppri'li. usu:.(. luslitKal llio OiiMirva- 
lions wliicli tlicy luiw '■'tier U) the consi- 
dermion of the hot^se.—Your (.amimiltce, 
funling It stated ib the Petition from tlie 
Co.iipiWiy, a.s one ol’tlie caiisci I’rotn v>iiich 
the present/einbarricvsiiM'iit in their pecu¬ 
niary concn'riis had arisi-n, that a large 
balance oft Debt remained due to them 
IVoin the pnlilic, on account of vaiious ex¬ 
pellees incurred for expi'ditioiis to the 
I'Ve.nch, Dutch, and Spanish settlements in 
the Indian seas, and to E.gypt, have pro¬ 
ceeded, i'.’ the first instance, on the inves¬ 
tigation of the Account heUvoen the pub¬ 
lic and the Company. Your Committee 
find, that in the report math; by a former 
(.loiiimittt'o ubon this subject, on the 20th 
dity of JuneVstV), and now referred to 
ytmr Couitniw-e, the several heads of 
charge upon w\lich the claims preferred 
on belialf of tha Company were founded, 
»re arranged in the Ibllowing manner, in 
three Cl»ssc.s, ac.cording to the nature of 
the c.ircumslances ami transiu liods out of 
which ihe^ have respectively arisen. The 
fif.st»cla-'S’c<*mpri*ed of sucli heads of 
charge a.s should full, in the opinion of 
the Committee/Ijpming that Rttpurt, ex¬ 
clusively on the/public; the second, of 
such as should !)c borne exclusively by 
tbe (.’oinpatiy ; land the third, consisting 
of td^arges to betlivided equally hetvveen 
htith parties .—first iCUtss, chargeable to 
the public.—An Account of Kxpences 
incurred by the East India Company in 
India aivl England, for the intended Expe¬ 
dition to the French Islands, and for the 
•.tixpedition against antJ^t^fqlplies tp the 
Cape of Good Account of 

ExpencesVneurred by tbmilastfindia Com¬ 
pany, for the intended E#’?.'difion against 
Manilla. ,An Accoune*^' the Expences 
incurred by the East India Company, for 
Uie purchase of Vessels for his majesty’s 
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Repairs Ships, £j.c. 

All Expeiitei-^incurred by 

the East India C^nnp.iiiy, by ihe capline 
ot' tile Danish tSeUk-inenls in India, in 
1801. Acemint of the exiraordinarv 
Expenccs incurred ity ihe East India 
Company, liy the Expodiliun to Egypt, 
over and above tlie i barge of the troops 
in Indja. • ^cj^^hni baiaiicc of |iropcrty, 
December 1801, and reinitlances from 
India stibseipient to that date; also llie 
cxpence of the capture of the said isl. nd.” 
Stcond Class, chargeable to the Com¬ 
pany.—All / rcouiit of till’ ExpenccJHiv 
curred by the East Indi.i Company, in 
conset|ui ncc ol various iMpturesimtde liom 
the Erench and Dutch, on the peninsul.t oi 
India, including Subsistence of Prisoneis. 
An Aci ount ot lhe*Kmg’s Troops in India, 
beyond the mimlicr amhorized by acts ofij 
parliament. Third Class, to be •equally 
divided.—An Account of the lixpence in¬ 
curred liy the capture, and rnamtenance ol' 
IVlalacca and the Moluccas; pnrl for tlie 
maintenance oft'eylon, tiediicling the pro- 
iit on spicc.s.”—'J’be .said Report furllier 
states the deterniinalion of that Commit¬ 
tee, concerning the rates of interest to be 
allowed - upon the .seiei'dl sums appearing 
on the dillereiit sidc.s of tbo account, as 
follon.s ; •' Your Cominitice liave thought 
it reasonable, that the Company’s clainfSi, 
so far as they arise from dii e.\j)eiuliture 
carried on <hi India iiy luais raised tbwe, 
should be made up with t.Me rate of inter¬ 
est paid by tlie Compai%- aliroad for the 
loan of the year in \vhic?.'the cxpeiice was 
actually incurred ; and tiiat the paynii|^- 
ter gcneral’.s account should bear inleres^ 
according to the rate paid by the public 
for money in Europt;, in the several years 
ill which the demands have acorur'd ; 
credit is given on the other side of the ac¬ 
count on all payments liitherlo made by 
the public in diseiiarge j-if these demands, 

• at the siutie rate of Indian interest as that 
debited by tlu; Coiiipaiiy.”—1'lie Report 
then states the opinion of tlie said Com- 
niiltcc, tlial,<as Itir as they can judge, a ba¬ 
lance of aliout 2,.'100,000/. would be owing 
by the public to the Company, according 
to the mode of'stating and makirigMip thi 
account timrein prescriheU, and tKat the 
sum of I,(kMI)i^|M/. might safely he 
by t)ie iiqpsttv^ hceoi^t. 
served ’ 
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£cc t eoinmeudud. that an accoitntant sbotAdl,^^ 
noipmal«d on ^lie part of the Treasurj^ 
and um>tlicroi) the p.trl of the Compariy^, 
to e.xanniie and iiivike up the account 
cording to the prmcipies tlicreiu specMii^v 
previous to the final b.ilamo betug .dU’r'i 
charged ; and it \As also strongly recogic'’ 
iiieiided, tlr.il freqiuiit and early adju^' 
ineuls of accounis should take place be- , 
tween the public and the Cotiipany.w 
Your Coinmittie find, that the i^uiu'bF 
1,000,000/, was iiccordingly voted in that , 
seasion of parliament, and ).aid to the 
Company, and that in conformity to tbts 
recommendatimi contained in the said Re- 
] 4 i>rt, accountants were named on the part 


ot 


., . j-.i 


lie am I 


:1 iii.;be ,s|idR»ptf t, that^he accou 
on which ^ Cunm 

tee (in regard amount oi;whnt might 
prove due to the Company had been, found¬ 
ed) would require revision j Sud it was re- 


i!r; Company respect^ 
tivel^', lor the purpose therein inentioued,' 
who appear to hate entered without delay 
upon the duties a.ssigiu'd to them. The 
discu.'.sioiis which look place, between them', 
on the subject of liie.-,e accounts, will be 
found ill the .Appendix.—Your Coniniittee^ 
find tliat, in tl.e so.'.'.ioii of 181)0, another-' 
sum of, l,00l),0i)(;/. \Ms.s voted and paid to 
tbe^'bin^ :^i)V on account; it appearing by,, 
a l■^^lel• from l\fr. Wittwcr„th#; acioui^ ' 
ant named by the lords couimi-ssionors of*, 
ibe. Treasury on the part of the public, to / 
(leoigo Jlarri.soii, e.iquire, dated on 
2.i>tli day of June 1800 (wliich letter 
referred to your Coimnitlee) that althoug'fe^y 
for reasons therein jiarticularly detailedUjs^ 
no final adjustment of accounts could 
that time be made between the public 
the Company, the ultimate bahance due tii^ 
the latter would b« found to exceed thj|(lr|^ 
Your Coniinrttec find, that* add^^ 


tionul claims and demandsansen 
tnetm the pub!ic*atid tlie Company, st^l 


siim.- 
tionul 

tnetm the pub!ic*atMl the Coinpany, 
seiiuent to the Report of 1805, abova^; 
alluded to, some of which have accru 
from a continuation to u later period i 
accounts and heads of charge then ext 
mg', and .others from dillerejjk circui 
stances amt trinsactions whienuave sr” 
occurred.—Y’S^r Committee have ap[ 
to those of tiie former desct-ipUou^i 
principles whii h they found laid do 
the Report of ISOJ. The ^1; 
charges, which ^have growm out 
inathir since that Report, thewb^e agi 
after due consideration, tofincl^e i| 
first class, as payable by .the pubNc ;■ 

Rut it was (iV- incurred in India on account ^ 

r Ciiinese settlers at Trinidad.— 
incurred on account of tlie Expedti 
ity Cape of Ciood Hope in* 1805, 
plies for the Expedition ag^uut 
Ayres.— 'Your Cummittef are also^if 
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^nion, that the charge of prisoners of war 
taken at sea by his majesty’s ships, which 
« xloos not appear to have been particularly 
noticeil by t|j<; t‘'ominii;co of 130.5, ought 
‘t<^ be dchayed by the public, especially 
as ihesrprincipit' on which this claim is 
foutidcd, seems to he recognized and ad- 
niiUed in ihe act of 1703, chap. 5'J. sect. 
127-—Your Oommiltec iind that a new 
d^and has als«> been brought (brvvard on 
the part of the puhlie against the Com¬ 
pany for Victualling Stores fmnished for 
the Company’s service by the coiiiiuis- 

sioners.of victualling, or liieir agents_ 

Your Committee limJ, that the gross de¬ 
mand ot the (’oinpany on the public, draiyn 
up in conformity lonvhai hasTJfftjWated,- 
with interest computed to the 1 si March 
1308, amounts, accordiilg to the best judg¬ 
ment which your Committee can now 
form, (several of the items of such demand 
being stated upon e.stiniate) to the sum of 
■ 8j4dl,;j31/. and that the counter demand, 
on the part of the puftlic, for advances of 
cash -upon account (including tj'ie two 
Kum.s of 1,0(X),000/. anil 1,0j1^>'W/. irfen- 
tioned in tJic, former part oftiiis Ileiftrt) 
for disbursesents by the Pay Othce, and 
fcir supplies iiirnishcd hy the Victualling 
Office, with interest i;ompulcd to the same 

E eriod, p.mouiits to fj,{)fio,91'J/. leaving a 
alance due to the Company Irom "the 
public of 1,600,Hi)/.—In the above sum 
,!of 6,!)t>0,912/. is included the sum of 
3^(082,755/. which is the amount of the 
,;tclaim of the paymaster general on the 
.:Cpmpany, including interest to the 1st 
yMarch 130S, deductifig^berefroni the sum# 
of 443,V67/^k toitiafle.r mentioned.—Your 
' Committee cannot addttce a stronger in- 
^'stance of the necessity of attending to the 
1 rMommendation of the Committee of 
1-805, as to the frequent adjustment of ac¬ 
counts between the public anil the Com- 
^^j^y, t4^puyie.mcrc statement of a claim to 
IliNOlarge an amount, and which Ifas moreover 
pfeoononly brought forwardpt a period so re- 
|x^it,that ifhas been, and fora considerable 
wtifige must be, iinpossibie for the accounl- 
tif^-xainiiie ill detail, and form an 
jlprion on th® accuracy of all the chasges. 

* re li^^eve/v reiison to'bcliove, thftt the 
litio'ii wii^ch have already been urged 
die "part of the Company to the P.iy 
demant'^®* oo*! which are detiiil>ytf.ii^ 
tW^.Appendb^ this) Report, are in general* 
Ibundert^j especially as their validity 
^l^.beeii 8. ^Ongly coniirmed by a retfirn 
was^'t’^*^ before your Committee, 
site offi «ce the adjutant |^eneral, of 
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the periods during whicjfi the ilifib«*nt 
iTgiriient.s w^'.re chargelible to the ^Com* 
p.uiy ; and it is very possible, that, on fur¬ 
ther and mure minute examination, by 
the arcounlanls, other ob)eetioii 2 i will bo 
discovered. On tliese eousiderations, your 
Committee have thought it rcasunahle 
to suspond for further examination, such 
part of the Pay Oliiee ileinanil A-s has Iseen 
specifically objected to on the part of the 
Company, v, hitli amoimts to the sum of 
443,707/. Ill concluding this part of the 
subject, your Committee have no hesilaliun 
in *.iggi sling the expediency of repealing 
the clause in the act of 179-3 (cap. 52, 
sec. 12:?.) enacts, that the Company 

shall be chargeul.it with all the rceriuting 
and other expences incirrcil in luiglaiul, 
for rcginiems in lndia'(wbic;li in pvaelice 
has been foiiiul so diiilcult to ailiust,) and 
subslitiHmg other provisions whieh might 
-simplify the mode of stating the aecounl, 
and consequctilly laeilitate its freipientand 
early adjustment, and at- the sanu; time so- 
ciiri: to the public an equilalile c.mipeusa- 
tion for that portion of ils military expen¬ 
diture.—Your (.'ummittee have .mnexed to 
this Report, a copy of the account between 
the public and the Company, containing a 
detailed stateriienl of the particular iU iu", 
of which the two .stuns of 3, l(il ,.33l/. and 
<f,90O,912/. arc composed.—Your l.'om- 
luiUoe cnnnoliin jnstiiv to the Company, 
civacliule llii.s a*uL of their Report, without 
calling the ati%ntion of the hoii.se to the 
remonstrances ^ladc against the mode 
adopted by tlieH’omimticc appointed in 
b305 to take into consideration the account 
jbetween the (lublic and the Ivi-st India 
(’onipaiiy, as far as relates to the eApcnces 
incurred b^ tiic capture and inainlcnancc 
of* Malacca and the Moluccas,- and the 
niaintenancp of Ceylon; a mode of deci¬ 
sion by which claims on the part of the 
(fompariy, to less an amount than 
1,972,984/. have been set aside.—Ther 
p'-gumentsby which these elaiius were re¬ 
sisted .and defe.iidcd, and from which it is 
to be pre.witiied the adjustfiuent in question 
took place, tviII be found in the Appendix ; 
and nl.so, a .statement prepared by the 
Court pf directors connected with the .same 
snhje.et.—-Your (kmimitiee, under the order 
tfSi.-reforence made to fjrfmi, have not 
tHioiight thera-seli^s auftlj:r?ed to make 
j&»y oRseri^tions vpt«Q . prpiciplcs on 
wuicli the Committ^ ot'MV.-arranged the 
claims of the Coiupany^^Your Commit¬ 
tee have, however, thought it therr duty, 
under all the circumstances of thoxase^ t« 
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the amoui)t of what the Company 
iiiaintaiii to be th^ir just an4 unsatisfied 
demand. 

Independently of the claim which the 
company^ave preferred ai^ainst the public, 
for expences incurred in carrying imo 
execution the orders which at different 
times have been tiansniitted to India, for 
oxpeditmns'a^iy®'' settleinenis of such 
J:,uropcan powers as have, been engaged 
in war with this country, and also to 
Egypt, your Committee observe, th.it in 
the above mentioned Petition various cir¬ 
cumstances (all of which arc connccftid 
with that .state of war in Europe and in 
India) are ropresented as the cause!?which 
have proiluccd the present embarrassments 
ill the Company’s atiairs, and the ground.s 
on viliich they pvay*for such relief as par¬ 
liament may think fit to grant.—It will he 
evident from the examination of fh<! seve¬ 
ral accounts contained in the Appendix to 
this Report, which exhibit a view of the 
Company’s pecuniary conoern.sjii England 
dining the last ten years, when conipnreil 
Mitli the Estimate for 1808-!), that the 
deficiencies of the last and present year have 
proceeded iVoiii causes which have been 
progressive iti their operation, ami that lie* 
state of affairs which those* accounts now 
exhibit, is to he traced to a combination 
of various cirtiimstances connected with* 
the wars in which the Ciiinpany have 
been tingagcd in India, asiwell as wioli 
the general slate of warlhiC in which a 
large portion of Europe has for a long 
period been involve.d. Vonr Committee 
have selected from the annual aecoimts ofi 
the ('ompany’s affairs at home, which have 
been pt4.scnted to parliament during the 
last ten years, a comparative stifteinent of 
Receipts and Payments in such articlos its 
h.ive experienced or admit of any consi¬ 
derable variation in their amount. It will 
apfiear from that arcnimtj tli.it the present 
deficiency may he ascribed principally to 
the following causes:—1st. To the dimi¬ 
nished sale of the Company’s goods; the 
sum esiimatcd to'be,received from such 
sales for the year 1808-9 b'eing 1,391’,.9K9/. 
less tlmii the average of the ten preening 
years; 2,i?00,99(ff. less than thc.)av«rago 
of the first %e years of that periiKi^nd 
.588,183/. Ies.s5ib‘.jn the average of tlicNSubf 
five years.—irA:^ld lea^your ('ommittee’i 
much bey<^d . tne Jmms witt|iu whicL'' 
they propose^ifonfme uiis Rejiort, if they 
were to enter u|m{) tlie discussiuri of all the 
causes to which the gradual decrease in 
the'amount of the Company’s s^ies, during 


the last ten years, may possibly -btf* 
ascribed.* It wilt appear, however, 
the account of sale-s during that period^^ 
that in the article of tea, which forms Ur 
large proportion of their whole tmde, nO • 
diminution has taken [dace, but that it ha#^ 
chiefly occurred in the imports from India;' 
and particularly in the diiferent deScrip*!, 
tion. of piece goods. 'I'he increased con-* 
sunifition of cotton stuffs manufacture^' 
in Britain, and the advantages derived' 
to neutral nations from the expcnce at I 
which the trade to India must neces3a> 
rily be carried on during war, as well a»" 
the (jb-structions insi‘|iarahle from that .state 
of*war which has exi.strd with little inter" 
inission .iiice the renfewhl of the Company’#' 
charter in 1793, are the causes to which, ' 
in the opinion of’your Committee, the 
sliininished sale of Indian imports may*" 
principally be attributed.—'idly. To thc' 
iucroa.>icd evpenco of freight and demorage* 
of the Company’s shipping; the e.stimatOTf 
amount of the same for the year 1808-9; * 
being il3ti,‘i5.l/. more than the average of' 
the tftti pj;..ce(ling years ; 270,712/. morfe'* 
than*thc average of the first five years of* 
that period ; and 275,790/. nwre than the 
average of the last five years.—Whether 
the. system now pursued by thc Company, 
ill the de.scription of ves.scls which they ' 
have bet'll accnstonied to employ, is tlie 
rrio.st economical to them or thc most be^'^ 
ncficial to tin; country, or whether it iiv; 
calculated to witlistaiul ilie competition of^«! 
foreign nations, are points on which yout * 
(.'oiiiinittce are not Vet prepared to proi ’ 
tiounce an opinion : out ivhich they eorl-' 
,sider t<» bn of thc nighest'li'liportance, as’ 
they aflc'ct not onl^ thc cominercial pros- 
pcrilw of the Conipaiiyj hut the permaneilt’" 
iiiteri^t of the Briti.sh empire, in the pre-jj^, 
servation and exclusive enjoyment of k‘‘% 
valuable jiortion of its trade. In estimating^; 
this charge, to which the cuinigtUKB of 
Company is^ ^posed, from thc rate dfd 
freight, it must, be recollected that tbfe!^ 
means of defcir.v 5 »aiid consequent security’**^? 
which the size and structure of their shipi^t'. 
afliird to their valuable Cargoes, anlTto 
transport of troq|is and miAitary storel^^^ 
must necc.s.sarily he iiicluded jtn .aay eqiif>-'P'| 
parison between thc present andanw othttr^ 
.sy.stem which may be *suggestcd.-~3dly‘i,^? 

amriunt of Bills of 

change drawn on the Company in Englam^'^^ 
from India and China; the estiinadid*'^; 
amc#mt of which tor the yfcar I's^S-Q bcinjg4? 
725,408/. more than the avemge of 
ten precedirfg years j 52l,970/t moreidlblKt)i4^ 
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i the average of the Hrst five years of that 
period ; and 92^,81.3/. .more the 

average of the last, five years.—It is un- 

S juestioiiably to those iicavy clrrilts truin 
ndia and China on the Conipuny’s trea* 
aury at home, t^iat tltc largest portion of 
the deficiency in ihnr fiintls during the 
last and present year must he ascrihed. 
Your Cominiltee h:iv(‘ been inlbrnoMl, lhat 
ill consequence of arrnngcmcnt.s which the 
^ourt of Directors have adopted, and of 
orders which they have transmitted to 
China, the amount of jfills from thence is 
not likely to increase, iuul that in all pro¬ 
bability it will fall c<*usiderably below the 
average of former years. Your CommitU^o 
‘have not btten enabfcd'to form any such ex¬ 
pectation with regard to tlie amount <)[:‘lliils 
tram India. Any interruption in the tran- 
quiliity of the Company’s territories would* 
create increased demands on their treasury 
St home, which can only be ellectualiy 
avoided by a surplus revenue in India. 
The attainment of th&t object, cither by a 
teduetion of expenditure or JiV aflditional 
revenue, or by the operation ofShotlvfthose 
causes, is indispensable to the mamteiTancc 
of the Cutnitnuy’s credit and power in In¬ 
dia ; and to tins i mporl ant subject your Com¬ 
mittee will, without delay, direct its most 
serious atletition.—Your Committee have 
confined themselves in this Report to a 


more than an afistract of ,tlic atx-ount, and 
af its prinvtipal subdi^'isiuns lor the last 
three years, as it has been prepared by the 
court of directors.—^I'he company having 
stated in their petition,that thej^uij “not 
)resume to request the interposition of the 
louse to aid them in their present emer¬ 
gency, witiiout at the same lime .■.! owing 
tlieir unquesiionahle ability to liMcli.irgn 
all their present debts in Jiiugland) and to 
repay whatever the hou.^e may in its wis¬ 
dom think fu to assist tliem with and 
having submitted to the house a stutement 
inuhat petition, by which it appeared that 
a considerable balance would remain to 
them, filler nuikiiig piovision for die pay- 
meiit of all tlieir deids in iiiigland, but ex¬ 
clusive of I heir Indian debt; your Coiii- 
iiiiltee felt it their duty careftilly to inves¬ 
tigate that part of the sul),ett, and they 
have no dilfiiultym stating an opinion, 
that there will remain assets in this coun¬ 
try to anamount considerahly beyond what 
the present exigency of the company’s 
atliiirs appears to demand, in securily lor 
any advance to tiiiit exleiit which ijaihu- 
ment may think fit to grant. Your liom- 
inirtee have [irejiarcd an account of ihc 
prohuble assets of ilii: company on the Jst 
March 18011, in whicli the amount of debt 
due to them by tlie public, as the lialance 
\)ftheir account, is taken only at 1,,300,1-111/. 


. statement of the principal causes which 
Rave produced the pre.sint deficiency. 

' Tlierc are others, however, of inferior 
amount, which have contributed to aug¬ 
ment it. The chargtjf'of payments to mili¬ 
tary and marine otneers retired from tlv: 
Service be'«tn gradually inctx'asing for^ 
•everal years, and umolmts now to a sum 
[ittuch beyond the •ciifculation whicb- was 

S rmed ot it when the system was first Isstoib- 
hed.—The addition to the Company’s 
l^ded debt has also cuntribiiied to swell 
deiUit4^}y the increased diarge for in- 
—With the view olVcAquiring into 
Ijthfe practica'iility of rctrpnnhmeiit in cx- 
^j^oiturejyour Corninitte/*<iiave called for 
^the detail of the articles comprehended un- 
'ilbr thStjcad of " Charges CJeneral,” which, 
the aggrrgatc, amot^its anriuallyc to a 
•i^ty co^sidto'able sum.—As far a# your 
.'Comm^tee nhve y^t investigated this ac- 
^^<bhnt,' they have Ibuiid no reason to be- . 
;:|ieve that it Is capable of any inaKrTj^ii,^-' 
’^’(tilctioti, but they propose to go into ‘a 
i$ore detailed examination of the particu- 
llit articles of which it consists. AniR en- 
• training xhis intention, they forbear at 
l^riMint laying^fore the hodsc any thing 


instead of 2,‘Ui0,()f)0/. which the compuny 
irlaims, and fi which nothing is allowed 
for their priJ^iert’ .float, and which will 
arrive in Englaiii sub.sequcntly to that 
period though* large poriion of the 
jcliargcs allectiiig that property will lie in¬ 
curred and paid during the current year. 
Estimating the amount in lhat iitost unfa¬ 
vourable fticide, there will remain a balance 
ifi 2i8U»,.387/. in favour of the company. If 
credit howfcver is given for the value of 
that property, and (he sum due by the 
public is stated at the amount claimed by 
the company, the estimated balance inthwr 
lavour will be !),0,50,387/.—The value of 
the £a.st India liouse and warehouses lias 
been stated by the.company’s surveyor, 
whoso evidence*on that subject is inserted 
in tke appendix.—will be apparront to 
the uoivie, from the examination of thu.se 
acQimnts, that the most accuirite estimates 
ipKi cich can be formed jp^’ach articles of 
receipt and exj^nditudL^ are compre.. 
fended - ip theniliniM$t b«.lial}lc to uncer^ 
minty; but yourCJoiJSia^'it have no rea.« 
son to doubt, that every pTacticable degree ^ 
of caution has been used in preparing them. 
—Your Committee bare already stated, that 
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tlKj IIP pioafdmf upon thf lUtiilprl in- 
»’i*u ii ( the ^ Miism tt s con pu 
h ndiii III tiu ^tni. al oh|i (t ot tiuii tn 
ouin <ii(i ulirli (. n i\(( tilt ulioli ui 
tl 1 uirl commotiil i^vtU 'is 

p)litK)l (Cl (dlls (i (h (unlpul^ An 
(Miniinicn iii i tl ( < imI uul mill ii} 
till III Tn li i, u ill 1 )im a n lU- 
I I I 1 <1 li* (* .1) I (mpiiiy, md aoui 
( 1 mil (c I lie ulv im| u ss( d \Mth tliL 
IK \ <i( u n^ ito cUl* t itdutlio IS 
lit I'u till I (f tlio ( I I dill mid s to 

It d n I d ( ( \ldil \ dll ( 0^11 

nil ( u( li iP| lo n I I til it tins niipott 

Mt s ) (I 1 11 1 1 11 i d 1 1 I'd n Is 

1 II 1(1 lll( < O III (I (IIU l( ( 111(1 ol 

tl (II )\Lim 1 n s • ( ' 

. - 

In r TJd t 1 iioM 111 Commit nr <n 

1 III I W 1 I \ I I ( fO i 01 I I 1*11 — 

0 d ( t)l ^1 t f \ h Ipiil ly'lb 

'Jht( I mil apnoiiitdl^to (nqiiiif 
liow ii tlu Idls *tdi lin^ ioi 
1 iiisiiiM Iliiii 1 icdicd I)v tin 
I jitssil 1 I dime tlu Mini, 

till It ttjoit til II Ob’' n iti( ns 

tl d ii| (11 ( (I 1 j)i It ui li bn I K 1 

'll u (s Rs 111 \ Ik t < I \ id 

Rdii i’\ tlu '•i >t, 11 ! \ 1 o \u It 

« iiip )\Mi( (I to i( pi t till n (),jm on 
t 1(1(11,(11 liom tiiiL t> tint, to 
tin ill 1 ( ,— j • 

btt*i diip’o^dl 111 i II ( 111^ 
iiitoim 1(11 nnd t \ i nniiit^ uitn sis on 
tiK niutds rt Jdiii! to Itiii, tiitl h i iit^' 
<lul> ^'lo 1 Tiid (Ml idcicd tilt stilt? 
ln\e toiiK to tli( I lloMiiiw, It (hli is 
—Ris l\(d,<|'li I it is fit oj nijiii ol tills 
Collin Id, fhil (ill cis( it shill b( 
thought )( diint to toiilniiu stitr iStti 
ties) the iiiinib t tlioiiol in ( ult \iii 
should bt In ii*t(l to l«o lo tents ol not 
moiplhan oOOOO ti kits taili, tint tlu 
ifiimbti of dits tllimcd toi diwiiip, in 
st( id ot ttn, tht pri stilt ihhiiIki, should 
be bioiijbt bitk to tijflil foi n< b lofterj, 
thi itunibd hvd*m1'<02 tint tlu nuiii- 
bd oUiikets to bi diaundith diy should 
bt«/fntdn, mil lelt to tin disni tiJii ol 
tht toinmissiontis ol stmp dulbs,?nid 
kept siiret\ill tie dcse ot tin driv^iCf 
eatli tilav, titl?‘bdn£r takiii, is tht lotmiy'' 
pint Id's not tfyllive ti I gn it a aotnbir 
tindnwii (r»^^ lit tf/ri\s ol^diMnny, 
but tint <n< n’l'i^tt oi mivtaidslx dnuii 
• rn till tom iiis* diysthiiiot -*l{csol\td, 
Th It it ^s th» opt 1 on oi t'ns (< in nitti i, 
'lint BO person should bo alloucd to 


(letl m lotteiy tickets nilhout a hccnc« 
ioi thit |mrpos*i tium the eommissiun* 
(Is ot st mp (liitiis md that the piuvi^ 
loii to tluiiildt, III till. siLond section 
ot JJ (fio HI ctp 17 . iRpia'ed 1 '} 
thd iiotrdirudl iii tiiic I ill lets, should be 
ii-tnicUd, mill this uhlition, tiial every 
lidiiiil lottdy olhit kdpd should be 
illoiidl lo till* oiil (loin th stimp oiBce, 
m iddition to ins own lui nii, .i Inxiitdd 
numbei ot lu c ni ts foi i^cnls, ii itli a stamp 
(bitv ot iboiit onc-tiiilli ot tint paid by 
Imiiscli, in tlu piopoilion of two suta 
i^ints li elites, Ioi eniy 1 >0 tickets 
slititd I)} 1 im It the st mip olFicc , and 
tl ^l ill 11 r oils aluyi'd be foibiddtn* 
mid i> i hcn\ pinilty lo act is agents 
I I mv luttei\ olhd kdpii, ot to deal 
III lolluy lekets, tvcip* pirsons so h* 
(dtsdl—Rc nhdt, 111 It It IS the opl> 
niun ol till (omiiiit((. Hi t m Older 
to puM lit pi 1 oils s( ttm^ lip 111 eased loU 
krv olhecs is i elojv lot curving on ille* 
_,vl msuniiets, tht iimnbd ol tiek<tj> re<# 
(pm d t^ b( 'Shiidl in t uh Idtd^, m or» 
tl( r hrt ftti k tlu piitus to j heeneC, 
shou'd hi (\tiiuldl from tljlit) to one 
hniulii. 1 'll 1 fihv , ml ti at such liii nces 
'i( old III 11 new(d ioi evirylotld^ upon 

I e I iitus d ntiniiin^ lo Inie tltai iium* 
lu 1 ol tiiki s—Iks i\( 1 , lint it IS the 
op ni< It < I til .( (iinmilti c, Th it the limt« 
t iti II oi ho 1 s (Imm^ w liu h lotti ty ofbcea 
111 ly lu o,un ill III tl insietioii ot bun*- 
nt s VI i oin s ok'j k m the morning 
ti'l *' oi'< k ill tl^r cvining, enaetctt 
bj S'*! d) in tap uul renew od iq 
the 1(1 tPij itt cl ?S()j!,* ind tlu'thile fol«i 
>()vm^ ve us but iiiiiitldT m those ot the 
two 111 ^( >1 , on dll m (iiliu‘ to be re- 
dii(*V(l, Without tie fvtpuon iherein 
111 uli with ir spt( t toSvtmd vv v\h(n lotlery 
othcis oii^lit to b( shut It iseuly in hour 
IS on otbei cvciiiii s -R nlvcd, lhat it 
is tlu opiiiioV*^ till Co uiniftPS, i hat all 
jx isoiis conci iired in I nwknu ihout lottery; 
tickets 111(1 shares iyjr«nk,Tii**cl)btiihtittng 
hu'd-bills iispietnig lo Hiie« o^lierwt^ 
than in tlu oihies ol ]i«eu (d peisens, 
illuinuntinci' lotbiy olluis^foi outsi^ 
s'limj^m isliibi iTl^ 1» d/ yiem<8 and 
bills 111 on bm s, t i s, < r ^.ri'^es/tn 
townoieountv sh iild It sjbj ced, 

Ipnvip! on b(i ii inn istiati to a etJW* 
sijifabli pein Ij, ind in dttauli of 
inent to inipi s mmiiit lot a lini ud peiiod. 
—R(s( U( I' at It IS lh( opinion of this 

( oiifmittii 'Thai the c umpjloti of 4t« 

insedloUifc^ o'^'iec kti ,Hrs, from thf ju^ 

II diction ot justices ot tne tcatt, and 
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ipolice magistrates, by inserting in see. St 
, of the last lottery act, theVord^ “ 'f ho' 
liceaseil to divulc tickets into sliarcs in 
the manner ai'orcsai J,” is inexpedient, and 
ought |:o be (iisconlinucd ; and that sncii 

• lottery office keepers dnght in future to be 
subjected in coininun \\ ith other porsJns 
to such jurisdiction. 

Your (Jonnnittco are still engaged in 
Collecting cviclence on the subject ol clan¬ 
destine insurances and other illegal prac¬ 
tices, which, notwithstanding the measures 
.adopted at diilerent limes for their preven¬ 
tion, appear still to be earned on to a 
considerable extent; but nut havingfioish- 

• ed their etupiiries, jligy defer for the pfe- 

setit making a tinal report on the matters 
referred to them. ^ 

Second Rucout on LoTTEatrs. 

Ordered to be printed 2 Uh June 1 


lottery have been donp £way, and illegal 
insurances tfappressed. But the examina¬ 
tion of m.uiy otlier witnesses has pro\ed to 
your Committee that the inforuiacirui s(» 
given, by what your CotninitlOc had a 
right to roiy on as the most competent 
uitltorily, is unfortunaleiy altogether erro¬ 
neous ; and your (’otninittce have eolleet- 
ed the ;‘easuns why info«»'*tion more to 
iie depended upon has not been obtained 
from tile source in question; for tlie de¬ 
tails of wliicli they refer j’ou to the evi¬ 
dence itself. -Your (.'oinmittee are coiii- 
pelled to stale, that the evilsof clandesrinc 
insur.iqce appear to them to pre\ail to ,i 
much greater «.xienlthaii tiiey had reason 
to suspect when ihe" made their fust re¬ 
port in the month of April List; and it 
now appears fairly questionable win thee 
tlie number of persons coucerned in siicli 
practices lias iruiterially <liniimslie(l, or i!i.' 


. . . —— sums adventured havi' lieen a', all dccre.i,- 

Tiie Comiuiltce, &c. 'Pln> gi-f.irer privar v with wiiich the 

cHavino made a report to the house, Iransaciions are conducted of cours.’niafo-s 
) in the month of April last, at thl’.conchi- every inquiry into their existence cm > ed- 
•jqn of ^vhich they intbriued IC.'.; ^ouse, iriglydifficult,whiIstiipr(idue< scoiii!Min- 
that they wyre still engaged in cul'ecting tiuii, and renders the invi jition of an\ real 
evidence on the subject of clandestine in- reimuly (he moic hopeless.---Yoiir Coin¬ 
surances and other illegal practices; w'hich, mitlce have applied themselves with gic.i', 
v nolwith.standing the measures adopted at assiduity (o tliat part ‘of tlieir in'lruo 
' .diilerent times for tlioir prevention, ap- ,*ions by which tliey are ilirfcted to le- 
peared still to bo carried on to a l onsider- port upon such further measures as may 
• tkble extent., Having collected all the be necessary for the reiiKMly of the evils 
; evidence whicii they have ilceuied mate- attending lo^'eries; and the}' submit to 
s, Hal for the formation of a judgment upon the hou.'C somy account of the law, to- 

■ -,lhe diilerent points submitted to llu ir con- .getlier with such observations and suggi s- 
,sjdcration, have ag>^;ed upon the follow- tious as have occurred to them thereupon. 

'.Jng Jj^poK. ‘—An act was passed (22d (leo. iii. c. I-?.) 

.YdurOommitTec beg to-call your atten- and wuis intituled, "An act for jiceiising 
•ittpn to the evidence <xmtaincd in the ap- lottery-office keepers, and ll^ulatiiig the 
A^^ndix, and more ’particularly to tb^at of sale of lottery tickets.^’—The breacii of 
uJllr. Wood, an officer a|>pointed anit paid (he*law was punished by penalties, rc- 

■ by government, under the title of* “ In- coverable before two magistrates, " .and 
ppector of lyOtteries,” from whom your the usual powers were given for the rcco- 
CommiFUSHnight have exuc.^ccd to derive very of the same, in case of non-payment, 

-tbp most material and sati»i'actory iiiforma- by u'arrant of di.strcss and sale, and fdr 
}$ion upoiuali tlfe niu.*;ers tct|Treu to them ; Nrant of sufficient distress, (he oilender to 
,,Wid more especially up'bi^iKe steps he had be sent to the house of correction, for any 
jl^t^lyi^aken in the execution of the duties time not exceeding* six months imr less 
^fi{. his* office. It is manifc.st, however, than three, unless ffie- penalty shoi Id be 
"|;^t since th/; year IHO?, when the sclieme sootKr paid.” A power.of mitigatRjV.'-vas 
,;pf,‘the^<yKfc7y was altered, the inspector tveq tft the magistrates, and no penalty 
,lotteries mas perlbrnied no duties; and be recovered, unless th/j otlence had 

has declared to your Coinmi Ueg ^timt ybgtm committed within tw’elV’e months pre- 
.ih^tp do not appear to him to ceding the comn^nceinefliT'of the prosecu- 

t^duties incumbent upon him to perform, ^on.—NV alterat^oft-in tl^ law, with rc- 
.Ypur Cominittee have been further in- spect to illegal insuranc^^m lotteries, was 
^^med hjij Mr. Wood, that he helitives, m-ade umil the year 1 787, when an act» 
JPlY regulations adopted since the (27th (ieo^iii. c. I.) was pa.ssed, for ren- 
1802, tfie evils arising from the i during more cllectual the laws now in 
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moiilhs nor less than one month, an<i 
until th« final, period of the drawing of 
I ho lottery, in respect hereof snch of-< 
fence should he cinmnitted; and thut 
.'he jnmeedin;^ should he \viihout*ap|/eal, 
and not leinoveahic hy Certiorari, M other¬ 
wise into any court whatsoeveiv'—No 
»!vidonc*^ has heen given to the eoinmittee 
to s' >)W' wli it were the, difficulties which 
ocenrr. d in the conviction of otienders 
I iiiiili • tlie ‘i2d ti'ec. iii. c. 17. and t|ie acts 
recii d (herein; h-it it appears from the 
prer.rnhie to the ‘J7ih <'oo. iii. c. 1. that 
difficidtics li .d uccnrird, an 1 that many 
evasions of that .u t h.id heen pnt in prac- 
tict* It is ihcrerore reaso .aide, to presume 
iiiat the provision? rt!' -.hatact had hcert 
onnd in.snfiicient to siippref s the practice 
of insuring in ihft lottery. Jn the hope 
therefore of more cfieefnally .suppressing 
the evil, the 27ih (ico. iii.c. I.w.ts passed; 
i)iit it appears from the evidence of Mr. 
hlstoonn, and more os|)efia!]v from the' 
letter i’r.'m the. nndtr-siu rillsot’'MiddIcsex, 
addrt.ssfd ty him, and contained in his 
cvit;,^i^«^ that the provisions of that act had- 
bcefi jilrverted to the piirpo.see of esstor- 
tion, and had been productife of very Ke- 
Hoiks evil.— In order to counteract thw 
new evil, the ;30lh Geo. iii. c. 02. sect. S8, 
was passed, directing that no action .should 
lie oemmenced or prosecuted, except ia 
the name of the attorney general.— In con- 
serjucncc of file, limitation, prescribing 
that all actiims shall he commenced and 
proseciitcfl in the name of the attorney 
general, very few actions have as appears 
/roin the evidt nc^ gl\t:n to the ^onimit-, 
tee, been conimcni.ed since the pas jng of 
the la.st-meiitionc(r act, although there i) 
no .i[onbt that insarawe in the lottery is 
stilljearried on to a great extent.—iTi6- 
ev idence which has been given with r«»'“ 
•spcct to the practical iiiconveniencics re¬ 
sulting from the provisionttj^he 271^.. 
(hm. lii. prifttaj, that itdonld be impolite 
again to havelr<yourse-t« th?_provision'Saf 
that act, and *.:;>« .jiivU very difficult to sug- 
gc.st any middle course between limiting' 
be cJnmenced in. the n.'.me of his majes- tlie power.of commenting aetioff to the 
tyJf«lorney general;” And by .set t. JO attosiiey gcneral^und givingthat powertp 
--rntne same act,' it was cn icted,"i' That if common informers. In the {me^ct^se, tljeire 
any person^hould be brought befois two will probably bo reason fo\comMain bf 

inactivity in enforcing the law, ana in thta 
a corrupt and mischievous perV^- 
.tioii of it. It might p« rhaps be propet’lo 
authoriise the police magistrates, and the 
ma|[istrate.s of the city, to direct actions 
to be commenced, when cvid/iceto ... 
rant dtat dfircctiou shall been i;iv( 
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beingfo'r.sHppres:singunlawfid lotteries. Ii 
the preamble totlfe la.st-mtniioncd act, the 
iSth Geo. i. c. 2. the 12th t^o. ii. c. 2.'i 
and the 22d Geo. iii. c. 1-7. are recited . 
and it in further recited, “ that great diffi 
culties have ari.sen upon the methods o 
conviction of oUcndcrs again.st the .saio 
re. ited acts bef'>re justices of the peace, 
and many evasiun.s of the said recittMl 
acts are daily put in juactice;” and 
it was by the 2d sect, ciir'ct' d, That 
from and after the pas.sing of the saiil act, 
no peciniiary per. dlie.s ineurred by any 
person concerncii in I'llteiies .should* he 
recovered before any ju-vtice, Im might he 
Riiod for 1 ) 3 ' ai'tlou in any' of the ^omts a* 

Westminster, and one jiioiety of ihe jc.n.il- 
tie.s, rocoAcred, .should be applied 

for tlie u^e of his •tnajL’..t\', and the othei 
riioicty to the person avIio should sue 
for the same; and power was* given 
in every such action to hold the*ofleiid- 
eis to h.iil, for any sum not e.Keeeding 
—All persons eugageil illegal iti- 

siivance might al.so, under the autiiorit 3 ' of 
the Od sec. of the, last-mentioned act, be 
demned roguc.s ami Aagabonds, under the 
I7fh Geo. ii. c. ; and power wa.s given 
Iff the magistrates before whom an\^ per- 
M)i should be prosecuted as a rogue or 
vagabond, to commit the person so pro- 
.seeiited to the house of correction, tliei*h 
to remain nnlil the next general (|uarter 
ses.sions; and the jii.sticos^re then to in- 
vesligate the merits of IIm case, and to 
proceed aecoidiug to the provisions eon- 
t,lined in the I7ih G’eo. iii. In consc- 
ipience of the representations vshich aacik 
made, of ihe extent to which common in-, 
foi merifj aided by attoruies, had abused the 
powers given hy liic 2d .sect, df the 27th 
tJeo. iii. c. 1. it Avas enacted, by an jfcl. 
passed in the 33d (5eo. iii. c. (32. sect. .38. 

“ That from and after the connnencemeiu 
of the said act, it should not be lawful fur 
iWiy person to coinnicriec or ]»rosecnte, any 
action for the recovery of pen dties in¬ 
flicted by any of the laws touching or 
cuNCt^iing lotteries,Biiless the same .should 


magistrates, 'hnd should be conviclevi 
any^ltlence aguinst the i|atute of the 27th 
Geo. iii. wl^eby he yh^ld bo gidjudgcd^a 


rogue and m^lbond, \.nfi said magistrates 
^ould commit such oflender to the house 
« correction, there to remain for any 
■pace of time not exceeding iltx calendar 
Vot, XI.— Appendix. , 
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upoA oath before them. This however any want of attention to the subject^ or 
*would be a novel and perhajis an improvi- zeal in the execution'' oV their duty.—• 

, dent power to grant, and considerable difli' Jji truth, tliO foundation of the lottery is 
culty would occur in carrying the prin- so radically vicious, that your Comntittee 
ciplc into eflect.—By the '2'7th Gt;o. iii. all foci convinced that, under no system of 
person^engaged’in illegal insurance might rcgulat^ns which can be devised, will it 
be treated as rogues and vagabonds, turner be possible fur parliament to ailopt it as 
the 17th Geo. II. c. 5. and the magistrates an cHicient source of revenue, and at the 
had the power of committing them to the same time divest it of all iho evils and 
house of coiTecthm until the next general calamities of which it has^irithorto^proved 
qnarter* sessions. It appears from the so baneful a source.—A spirit of adventure 
evidence given to the committee, that in mu.st be excited among.st the community, 
the interval between the commitment and in order tliat government may derive from 
the trial, the witnesses were generally it pecuniary resource. That .spirit is to 
tampered with or removed, and conviction he checked at a certain given point, in 
became impossible. Ip order to obv<late order tiiat no evils may attend it—the 
this difficulty, a power was given by 33 latter object has nothitherto been attained 
Geo. iii. to two magistrates, to commit with all the pains which have been be> 
such persons to the houjie of correctiaii for slowed upon it. Youp Committee are of 
any period not exceeding six months norj opinion, that its attainment is impossible.— 
less than one,and until the end of the draw- The iijgenuity of persons interested in 
ing of the lottery, in respect of which the brcakiiig the law, is always upon the 
. offence had been committed ; and the pro- watch lor its new enactments, and has 
ceeding was without appeal, and not re- hitherto always baffled the sagacity of the 
movajjle by Certiorari or otherwise into legislature.* Added to' whicli, there can 
any other court. From this eiiactp^t, it be no hope of greater purity among.st the 
appears that the legislature has b6i...iKider persons employed to detect and bring 
the necessity^ of granting very large and offenders to punishment than has been 
ratraordinary powers to magistrates, in hitherto experienced, or than now exists, 
order to dimini.sh the evil arising from in- The statute book is burthened with regu- 
Hurancc in lotterie<, and the circumstances latioas entirely repugnant to the spirit of 
^hich gave rise to it shew tiiat no pecinii- tilic constitution, rigorous and opprcs.sive 
ary me..ns arc wanting to enable thost* in the extreme, which, if they are ever 
who are engaged in thi.s practice to evade e:^eculcd, fall only upon the ignorant and 
the puni.shmoiit of the law.—Your Com- destitute, whit'st the wealthy and more 
inittcc have to lament that it is not in their profligate hold them in utter contempt: 


power to furnish to the house any more 
aatisfactory result of, this part of their la¬ 
bours: ‘ birt w hen ic vv.ts rceolleeled tha! 


for many years pa-st tl»e attention of the 
tnost acute and ingoiiious persons, well 
'acquainted uith the whole of the l<ytery 
system, both legal and fraudulent, pnder 
the auspices of successive ministers, Jiave 
been directed to this object without suc¬ 
cess ; thSPfft has been r(:in:o:.Jiiitcd to your 


cannot exist witliout tlfff i.iuer for ite sup¬ 
port; that a .sysiem of connivance in those 
acts vAtich the law prohibits pervades all 
tanks concerned, from thepersons coi^tract- 
4dg‘wit^gw^rnmeut under the law, down 
-io the /leanest wretch employed in thevto- 
^Mion of the law, and its most ordi ngr.^ ic»- 
tim : your Committee did nrit enter^on 
this matter with much prospect of success, 
i^d do not therefore feel any very ^cat 
j^l^ppointment at the issue. They*are 
persuaded tpe house will not impute to them 


and this unseemly state of things is allowed 
to continue, in order that the slate may 
derive a certain annual .sum from the pf^r- 
'tial encouragement of a vice, w'hreh it is 
the objccl«of the law, in ail other cases, 
aqd all other times, most diligently to 
repress.—In the mean time, your Com- 
triittee find, that by the effects of the lot¬ 
tery, even under its present restrictions, 
idleness, dissipation and poverty are in) 
creased, the ino.st sacred and confidential 
trusts are betrayed, domestic comfort is 
Jestroyed, madness qfteit created, crimes, 
subjecting the perpetrators of them uo the 
punishment of death, are coinmitte<^\.?nd 
even suicide itself is produced, as ivill i'ui’iy 
appear l^ the evidence subn^tted to the 
hone. Such have been thqi Constant and 
|!fat'^ attendants vmon State Lotterie^and 
such your ComtoiUee have too good 
ground to* fear w'lf be invariable 
attendants^ so long as they arc suffered, 
under whatever checks or regulations, to 
exist.—^The question naturally occurs to 
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your Committee, ^whether any pecuniary 
advantage, however large oj convenient, 
can compensate to a state fur the amount 
of vice and misery thus necessarily pro¬ 
duced 1^ the levy of it_The answer 'to 

this question is submitted to your wisdom 
and deliberation. But in order that the 
house may come to a decision, in eve,ry 
view so Fr^portant to the interests and 
happiness of the community, without pre¬ 
judice, your Committee cannot conclude 
without expressing a decided opinion, 
that the pecuniary advantage derived from 
a slate lottery, is much greater in apj^ar- 
ance than in reality. When vve take into 
consideration the inerea.se ol' poop’s rates 
arising from the number of families driven 
by speculations in the lottery, whether 
fortunate or othcrtvisc, to seek parochial 
relief, the diminished consumption ofex- 
ciseablc articles during the drawings, and 
other circumstances deduciblc from the 
evidence, they may well be considered to 
operate as a large dcductiop from the 
gross sums paid into the Exchequer by' the 
4’ontractors. (Jn the other hand, the sum 
raised upon the people is much greater in 
proportion to the amount received by the 
State, titan in any other branch of revenue. 

■—No mode of raising money appears to 
your Committee so burthensome, so per¬ 
nicious, and so unproductive ; no .species 
of adventure is known,’where the chance.s 
are so great against the adv-enturer; nr/tic 
where the infatuation is more powerful, 
lasting, and destructive.—In the lower 
classes of society the persons engaged, 
whether successful or unfortunate, art, 
generally speaking, either immediately oi^ 
ultimafely tempted to their ruin; and 
there is scarcely any conditioA of life so 
destitute and abandoned, that its distresses 
have not been aggravated by this allure¬ 
ment to gaming, held forth by the scale.— 
Your Committee are conscious that they 
ere far from having exhausted all the 
grounds upon which it might be urged, 
that the lottery ought not to be rc.sorterl 
to aM financial resource. The rea.soning 
upowfthem appears to your Committee lo 
ary'jw with peculiar force to the situation, 
me habits, and all the circumstu|)ces of a 
great mamvacturing and commercial na¬ 
tion, in which it roust be dangerous, in th.^ 
highest degree, to difiu.^ a spirit of specu¬ 
lation, whei^eby the fiAd is n^isled from 
those habi^5‘o^;l!ontinlred industry which 
insure the acquisition of cornfost and inde¬ 
pendence, to delusive dreams of sudden 
and enormous wealth, whiclf most gene¬ 


r' J 

rally end in abject poverty and complies 
ruin. 1$ alien all that has been state^f 
and a perusal of the evidence, the fiduso * 
shall think proper to sanction the adoption 
of the lottery in any future sp.ssion of par¬ 
liament, your Committee reeomilienu tp 
your consideration the variou.s suggestiouf 
contained in their two Reoorls for the 
alteration of the law, from which they are 
willing to hope, at least, that .sotn 9 benefi¬ 
cial selection may bc' made. But th^y 
cannot flatter themselves with the expecta¬ 
tion that they have been much more fortu¬ 
nate than the able persons who have applie4 
themselves with so much industry and so 
littte sHCce.ss to the sahie subject, and to 
whom the fuihiic Tiri! indebted for tbeiif 
attei^ipt to correct the evils, which, in ih'^ 
opinion of your CJbmmittee, can only lie 
<lonc aw'ay by the suppression of the causa 
from which they arc derived. 


Tinno Rr.PORT i rom the Committee on 

•I HE Pl'HLIC Exf>ENDITUBE, &;c. OF TaS 

Un^ed Ki.xgdom.* * 

Third "'Report from the Committee, up? 

S oiiitcd to examine and ^ousider what 
legulations and Checks have been esta¬ 
blished, in order to control the several 
branches of the Public Expenditure at 
Great Britain and Ireland; and how fa 
the same have been cflectual; and wm 
further measures can bo adopted for M. 
ducing any part of the said expenditure^ * 
or (Jimini.shing the amount of Saiarioi' 
and Emoluments, without detriment to 
■ the Public Si^pvib^. — 0r^e4 to be 
printed 29th June 1808.. 

Xhe House havii^ by an instruction of 
7th'Iuly 1807, direefed the attention of 
youi^Committee to all pensions, sinecure^ ^ 
and reversionary grants paid out of the * 
public revenue, or out of any^ funds applip t 
cable to ihw public .seryice,sipiias beai| t 
judged prop* to lay sef/arately before 
House, the result of tuelr inquiries 
subjects of su’d' hlijWtauce.—^Allowancet^ 
paid out of public money tu perjgms 
actually performing service, haveafvarioiii j 
time's attracted the notice of parliamentm# | 
Towards the close of the Amspcan 
when the burden of expenseSpres^d wUk| 
pxtraordinai'}' weight upon tlie resoartt#^ 
of 4Se countVr, and w;lien application vnil, | 
hiade to parliament to discharge the'dabfij^ 


|| The Fir-st and Second Reports of 
Committee of Finance will be Jbund ib 
Appendix fo vol. ix. , 
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, a more vigorous and det-id -1 U-nglh iit the Journals, vol. 50. andrccapi 
cd step was taken than had chaiijcterized tuLiten p. 71^. 

tany rornicr intcrpo.silioii of parliament; A list of all otlier pensions paid at the 
and in the attempt ‘ to regulate the civil Exehe,r|uer out of the civil list, or any 
' list, and to prevent the same from being other funds, is given in N“ 2. « 

* in ai raar for the I'uture,’ by 22 (leo. 3. c. The pensions payab'e by 'IVeasury War- 
82. this griming braiiT:!! of e\i)eiiditure rants out of the -ly per cent, duty, vi'hich 
was not overlooke<l.—Ji was endeavoured are ineliidcd in N" 2, stand upon a diflerent 
to oirviatc the excess of such grants by' footing from tlie others ; because that part 
limiting their amount, and their abuse, !)y of the lierodilavy revenue Tioni.iving been 
grving luihlieily to tbem : it was accord- given uji to the public at the comnienrc- 
ingly enacted, ‘ I'liat no pension, exceed- lucnt ol his majeMy's reign, (I’inance Rep. 
' iiig the sum of 300/. a year, sliouhl be 23, pp. II. ‘1.3), has lieeii considered as 
' granted for the use of any one person, eontiiming in the altsolute disposal of the 
' and that the uhole amount of the pensi- crown; but as this fund augments the 
‘ ons granted in any one year should nolVx- gencr.iKlock, wliieh is ajijilieable to royal 

* feed UOO/.; a list of wdiieh, together with bounty undi.v the direction of government, 

* the names of tin* persons to wlioini the it is lit, in that p iiiit of ^iew, not to be 
‘ same were graiilcd, slmuld be laid before omitted. Tbcainonni i.” 15,331/. including 
' parlianient ill twenty day-s after the be- Ino contingent pensions of 1,500/. and 

* ginning of eaeb session, until the whole 3,000/. ciot now in a course of payment. 

* pension listslemhl be rediieed to !)0,00()/. N" 3,‘aii(l t give ILsls of other ])on>ions 

* whir!) sum it slioiilil not be lawful to ex- paid out of the I V per cent, duty, by the 

* cecd by more than .jjOOO/. in the whole Imshand, ainouiitiiig, in the year 1807, to 

* of all the giants ; nor should any pension 20,.S!)((/. besVles nhich it is charged with 

* to be granted after the said rcdiui/^iojil, to two (ontiiiacnt pensions of ol5/. each, not 

* or for ihonse of any one person' t'X^ced now in a eoursu of payment.—In the .59tli 

* the sum of ^,2(10/. ye.irly, except to his voi. of Journals, p. 7iJ(i, 7(i7, are accounts 
‘ majcsiy’s royal lamily, or on an address ofthe produce, for three years, of this duty, 
“* of either bon.e of parliament.’—^'I’lie efii- to Ist Jan. ISO V, .I’.id the cliarges thereon, 
tycney of this measure did not entirely together with the sums paid into the e.x- 
correipond nilh the expectaiions nhieit (hciiucr. 

re «“ntevtaincd of it, and it was found N® 5, shows the pensions granted in the 
:;es.sary to hring the subject .'•gain be- W^tr-Ollice, cliielly by' bis majesty’s lut- 
'oi'c parliament some years afterwardthorily, tbroui^i tin; Secretary at War j 
when the annual [irovidon for the civil li.st the whole aniouiit of which is .5,dK)/. and 
became iiisullicicnt for the charges to they are all granted to those who ha\o been 
whicli it was liable.—^'I’hc regulation'^ I'mir.erly employed in the busine.ss of that 
which the fivil list act contained, wi re not pllice. 'I’liis sum i.s now covered in the an- 
ill calculated to elfectui/le their object ; it nual vote of the Jislabli.shment of life War- 
Was highly expedien/ t *liring ali pensions Ollice; bift itde.serves ronsideratioii,nhe- 
nnder one bead ; to have tlieni paid at the th«r,infuture,tbe.''>nlaries!m(l Pi.'iision.spaid 
same odiee, and to piohibit the ilnlilsing in this department ontrht not to be di.stin- 
of them ovi r vari ms dej.aitmenl.s, where giii.slied in the Atimial listimales from the 
they might^^'iiorc likely to e.sca|:e no- current Lxpences. 

ticc, than iTtliey li ere dist/^tly ela.ssed The Compassionate Li.st, and other aI-» 
with ailowaijces oQi;eirow^i ijtnominalion. lowanees paid at the War-Oflice, are con- 
• rr.N.'-Vsfi^. I contained in (j; the annual amount 

The pensions considered by the board .X’.A. l/)3. 

of treasjfy as coining uiich r the operation N" 7. Pensions to OlBccrs’ Widow, iii- 
of the I7^N.elau:!e of th.'civil list act, arc eluding Paymaster’s Poundage c£’. 
conWinciPni Appendix ^(o. 1.; and*vour N" 8. \’ensio‘is paid out of the Kevehues 
^minii^e fiijye the satisfaction of remark- of the Isle of Man, amounting/'o £. 500, 
iog, tliul their lotai amount, being 8!),0(j7/. out ofthe Revenues'^of (/ibral- 

(w^ich iiichidcs 7,085/. of conlijigw^^or'l tar - - • - - , - - - - c£/£92. 

ffoating grants, and not at this time m a*| Out of ^»e Re'ltn^ies of (^ylon, 480/. 
course of payment) i.s within the sum al-, paid to the WidowVf an OBiltcr, and to a 
lowed. In If^O t the total amount of p|n-i retired (.'ivjl Qilicer of the Dutch East 
VSws, havin| reference to this clause, was | India Company. 

1^,2311 as appejtrs the list'printed at j Out of thb Rcvetuiea of Lower Canada 
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(iiccording to.lho Journals of tho House of 
Assembly of that* provinco.jj printod at 
‘Uofhoc ISOT)—l‘t*iisi<ms for ojovices per- 
foimt'il, or t<j Wirlow-j, &i.. pursuant to 
orders I'riim the Secretary of State, tu-Lords 
of the Treasury ----- 

JV® 10, conlains a list of Allowanres 
tcraiitffl hy'IVc asury .Minutis, and paya¬ 
ble out ol 4he ('ltd Li>i. and o;iar fiiiuU, 
hut niit’iiKdmli'tr in eilhiU’ of tin.* former 
returns: 'i'he aiiioiuit is - - i.'jO. 

It apfiears by Joutnal, vol. 'it*, p. (>77, 
that Allowam o'. to retired (ffiieers i,f the 
Treasury, tvlueli are now elurged on llie 
Tee Lund, were fornierly made, in (he 
shape of Pensions out of the Civil List. 

N 'll & 12, exdiit Alhmance.s paid 
out of (he Fee Fund of (he {Societal y of 
ISlate, Foreign Department; thesuhdsiing 
charge upon which, in case no ]>arts of 
the |)ayiin;nts were .si]s|H'nded, is.t.*2,.'51A. 

N** l,‘{, belongs to (lie same Depai’iinent, 
containing the IMinute of (.'oimcil, grant¬ 
ing a Pension of l,Ot)()/. cli.irged ii()on tlic 
Fjsrublisinuent, ami iiu tuded 'in'AMl. 

fS" I (■, gives the same account for (he 
Colonial Department, amounting to 1,G'23/; 
including one floating Pension, not now in 
a course of jiaymeiit, of tiOO/. 

Due Pension ol' 5501. inchuled also in 
llie above sum, is gr.inted out of a fund, 
styled JXlraCoiningent, which is aniiuall/ 
voted, to prevent overburthening the Civil 
List; for which service, in the la.st vetw 
(1807) 15,000/. was allowed, besides 

12,(X)0/. for extra Me.sscrigers. 

IS" 15, exhibits the same for the Home 
Department.—It is to be olrservial, that* 
more of these Pensions appear to have (he 
direct siftiction of the Board of Treasury 
than those in the other two de]fartments. 
The annnul amount is - - - ' 2 ,* 72 . 

]S“ IG, contains an account of Pensions 
]iayablc on the Ordinary Fstiniate of the 
Mavy, or gr.uitod by his Majesty’s sign 
nianual out of the sale of Old tNaval Stores. 

A considerable proportion of lliesc, being 
fixed Allowances to Sea OfKcer.s, or per¬ 
sons ciwmccted u^th.the. ^laval .service, 
accovi^ng to a regular order of sui>crannua- 
tior* Woiir (^)iinniftee wish to distinguish 
'others which appear in the saipe List; 
noting ouly’i for the sake of the general 
view of the whole subject, their total; 
amow£(, which .is - - J,'.0<2,S8‘i.; viz. 

To 25 Rt^ir Admi^^, super¬ 
annuated, /kfer t.^^'ording to a fixed 

role. £, 10,205 

27 Captains - - - D» - - 5,9IS 
50 eldest Lieutenants - D* J - 5,475 


ConmiittK of Pmanc«<, 


[cxjtxtiii 


2 Physicians and one principal ' ' ' 

Surgeon', - .798 

8!) blasters; (i8 Surgeons; 2t> 

Pursers; 90 Boatswains; 100 (Juii- 
jiers ; 105 (’arpeuters ; 32 Cooks- 21,405 
To Dllicers who have’received# 
ivoiuids in the Seivile ; viz. 

2 Adu)irai.s; 17 C?aptains; .'iS 

Lieutenants; 2 Masters; 3 Siir- 
geeua; 2 Pilots; 22 Ddicors of 
Koyal .Marines ------ 10,(J9d 

Aluthers, W'iduAvs, ami (.'hildren 1,405 
D" - determinable on some 
contingency ------- 4,.5l5 

Widows of Lieutenants - - - 500 

- of Ulliccrs of Marines, 
and of iSubalterns imtUe Navy, - 1,852 

•i , £. 62,884 

Pensions, in the nature of Superannu¬ 
ations, to persons employed in the Civil 
Line of (his dep .rtmenl, such as Clerks to 
.Sccretarie.s of (ho Admiralty, Clerks of the 
Navy, Victualling and Sick and-Hurt offi¬ 
ces, and ({Icrksin the several yardsof.5,906. 
The ^'hme to Master Attendants, Mas¬ 
ter rights, Sailmakers, Mastinakers, 

(’aulkers, Boalbuilders, and ^ variety of 
Artificers, .Storekeepers, and Messengers 
employed in the Yards - - - £. (>,306 
Pensions to pci^ons retiring from 
on (lie Ordinary Estimate - - 4,150* 

(’ontingent Pensions on D® -- I,(X)0. 
Pensions to some of the same persons 
on tlie proiluce of Old Stores, 1,817/.-— 
’i’otal of Pensions on (51d Stores, including 
the above 1,817/. ----- £.5,4-56 
Contingent Pensions on D “ - - 3,851 


\ 


'£. 9,307. 

Your Committee* conceive that it may 
tend to encourage abuse, if such allow¬ 
ances as some of these should continue to 
be covered uiuler the Ordinary F>stimato 
of the Navy ; and that the inode of giving ' 
Allowances out of the Fund’Qjpjluced by 
the sale of Ofd Stores, in %ome case.s to the 
very .same perloijs who.'1-cccive Pensions ' 
on the Ordinary Estimate, retjuiTes, if not 
correction, at lea.st constant attention aniJ 
superintendence. * ^ ' 

N® J7, shows tlje application of 85,1151.^'' 
received in the year ending Dcccmltcr .' 
1800, from the sale of Old ^Stores and •’ 
Sbip.s in his Majesty's several Dock-yards. ’' 
‘ Bilb assigned on the Treasurer of 0 

the Navy - - - a£. 43,432 *8 ♦ >' 

Payments hy sign manual, *' 

in ai^ of the Salaries of the 
Offices of First Lord of the . / 

Admiralty, Treasurer of th<^ 
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Navy, and Paymaster of 
Widows Pensions - - • - S|820 0 

Pensions to Officers of the 
Navy, their Widows, and 
near Relatives ^ - 7,05!) 0 

Miiifcellaneous Allowances 
to Officers on whom hoiinuis 
have been conferred, to pay 
the Fees tliereon, to others 
1x> defray the Table or other 
Charg(rs of Military or Di¬ 
plomatic Persons whom they 
have coiiveyed to or from 
the several Stations of their 


Tiird l^^orlfrom the £cxl 

missaries', &c. supprcs^c^ in the nature of 
Compensations 

N“25. A Pension of 100/. in lien of a’ 
Place in the Salt-Office ; which does not 
a|)pcar in the Exci.se List, nor in that of 
the Stamp-Office, returned to the Com¬ 
mittee. 

N“26. Pay-Office:—Four Pensions to 
Widows of Accountants, &^c.’grantcd by 
Treasury Letters; togelTicr* - 1,100. 

N‘‘ 27. Post-Office :—Pi'nsion to a late 
Surveyor of the Customs, abolished 11 

Another Pension, on relinquishing 
ihfc Office of Postmaster of Port.s- 


Public Service - - - - 13,802 ^IG 0 
Baliince in hand, 31 Dec. 

ISOG 12,59;) 13 4 

, X85,lli 17 2 

Your Committee cannot view without 
jealousy the Fund arising from the sale of 
Old Stores, which, in the year eliding .‘il 
Dec. 1800, amounted to 85,11.5/; and they 
suggest, tliat it woidd be more advaii- 
tagcMUS to the Public, if tho.se JVnsions, 
which have been usually grant|jJi_^out of 
this Fund,. should be assigned only fin the 
Ordinary of the Navy, and that the Trea¬ 
surer of the Navy should be made debtor 
for the produce of Old Storc.s, under the 
head of Voluntary Account; by wliich 
means he'would become accountable for 
the Arrears to the Exchequer, according 
lo the practice wliich prevails with regard 
to Old Stores in the Ordnance. 

N® 18. Tax Office :—To superannuated 

Officers. £. 1,900. 

N®^19.^Office o^Majiter of the Horse 
The highest of these Pensions is 30/. X902., 
N“ 20. Lord StewarS’s Office:—Annual 

Bounty.• *- - - ~ £. 1,6G1 

Quarterly D® ------ i,781 

£. 3,442. 

, N*2l. Transport Office :—h Pension 

, for relidlflfehing an Officejiii 1778, paid 
at the Treasury%ut of thc/Civil Li.st, but 
. not included in N® 12. •- - - £. 100. 
N“ 22. Excise :—A Pension in the na¬ 
ture o£ a Compensation for an Office in the 
Salt Duties - - ----- Xl48 

Another <m the .same Account ; * 428 
others on ditto; together - - 1,019 

jri,595 

. The Pensions granted out of thl^ere- 
ditnry Revenues of Excise, by Charles % 
and William 3, are omitted. 

N® 23 & 24. Muster Master GenfraPs 
^"“tWice.—tensions granted, by virtue of 
^^etters fro/n tty! Secretary at War, to Corn- 


mouth 


£. 590. 

N® 28. Stamps.—Pen.sion as a Com- 
pcii.satioii to Clerk i.f Wine Licences ,/’,50 

The following are paid and in- 
cliidc|ji ill the Bill of Imiilcnls, in 
ohcdiancc, to Treasury Warrants: 

To suijeraimuated Officers and Per¬ 
sons eni|)loyo(l in the Perfumery 
Duty, aiuhothcr Duties vvliicli ha\e 
been repealed, or transferred to 
other management ----- 3,080 

£. 3,130. 

The amount of Pensions payable out of 
the Land Uevence of J'ligland, and corn- 
prized under the deiiomiiialion of “ Per¬ 
petual Pensions,*' is contained in the 12lh 
R€]»ort of the Corrimissioners ol' the Woods, 
Forests, and J^and Hevcmics of the Crown, 
p. GtJ to 69 ; and those out of the Revenue 
of North and South Wale,.s, arc in the same. 
Report, p. 151 and 153. They are an¬ 
cient charges upon tho.se Revenues, and 
have been subject to no alterations since 
the date of that Report, cxce[)f by the 
governments of Conway and Ludlow Cas- 
fic-? being now vacant (to the former of 
which a Salary of 23/. and to the latter a 
.Salary of 30/. was attached), and by the 
Steward.ship of Cantermcllenith, held by 
the earl of Oxford, having been grantei*, 
without the Salary of 100/. since 1795, 
vhen the late earl of Oxford died. 

ITie Salary of 400/. fftiyable annually to 
the Auditor for Wales, was trawferred 
from the Civil List to the Land RAatjuc, 
by Trensury Warrant, in 1804 or 1805 , 
and other annual sums, to tfte amount of 
10,168/. have also been transferred, under 
the same autfaorky, from the Civil feist to 
the Land Revekue; the particulars of 
which are contamed in*N®‘29; and it 
appears that these payments properly be-, 
long to the Forests, Parks, or t,and Reve¬ 
nue of theXrown. 
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ordnvi(-'E establishment. 
(Gratuities for fciiglh of service to sundry 
• Oflicers ou the abov e Establishment, csti- 
mated and voted this year, 8,505/: the 
pai'tieulai't of which are placed opposite 
to the names in the return of the Establish¬ 
ment, eiidoised N*’751, among the papers 
of your C'oniuiiUee. 

30. TJie of superannuated and 
disriblea*nu*n,*han-pay of reduced Officers 
for good services, pursuant to his majesty’s 
Warrants, according to the Estimate of 
this year (1808), voted by the lu'iise, 
amounts to ----- - <i’.60,fcOj 
Pensions. —Seen. \Nn. 

N“* 31, .32, and .33. conlaiii en aVcount 
of the total Aiiioiiiil of Pensions paid out 
of the Civil Establishment of Scotland, in 
the year 1807, being - - - 

—logeiherwilh a list of such of the 
aliove Pensions as were granted In the 
^anle year, amounting to - - .i^.2,83t 

Also, a list of of Pensions paid in I.sOtJ 
amounting to - - - - - JE. .30,880 

— togethiT with a list of temtiugent 
Pen-lions, uiiiounting to - - .£. 2,(500 

Also, an aeeouiit of the total Amount of 
Pensions in 1805, ex'-luMVc of contingent 
i’« n-ions, being - - - - wf So.OSb 

Of Uk* same in 1804, being .£’.31,079 
It app(ais lioin an account oidc-red to 
be printed 18 June 1801, that the Amount* 
of Pensions was, in IhOI . - .£'. 24,801 

An I from 30lh lieport Committee cd’ 
rinauce, apptiidix (.V. 22.) * 

ill 1797 - . - - X23,802 

And in 1701 - - - 5,940. 

The Revenues out of w'iiich these Pay-* 
ineiits are made, and the authority as well 
:js the gc^uual circiim'tances under which 
they are granted, require some obslervation. 
The Civil last acts picssed at the c«m* 
uicaccmeiit of the last and present reign 
1 Ceo. 2, c. 1. 1 Ceo. 3. c. 1. by which the 
heredilaiy rtvetines were suirendered in 
cqnsidcratioii of a fixed annuity, expressly 
reserved to his majesty the several duties 
and revenues which had been antece¬ 
dently, payablp to^thg crown in Scotland, 
“ in th^ same manner only and subject to 
the lii^e charges as the-same were subject 
..t^-^nf the immediately preceding^reigns. 
—^These Relcnues constituted, antece¬ 
dently to the Union, a fund applicable to. 
the payment of the general charges of the 
Civil Establishiiieut of Scjjftland ;,but laws 
were passed Wrotnediatcl^ after (7 Anne, 
c. H. s. 10. and MO Anne, c. 26| s. 108.) 
*prQviding that the Revenues of Customs 
and E.\cise should be ipeciall/ charged 


with the support of the Couifs of Session, 
Justiriaiyt, and • Exclmciucr; on the pro- 
fcssc'd ground, that, “ since the Uiiioii, 

■' the expense of keeping up the .said 
“ courts could be no ollicrw'ise provided 
“ for." • 

The Customs aii(fl’',xcisc» are also charg¬ 
ed with (he cx(u iices of the Privy Seal, 
and of tl;e Creal Seal, although they are 
not mcnlioiied in the acts referred to. 
'Ihc 2Uth (ii-o. 2, c. 4.3. s. 29. which 
•abolished heretahle jurisdictions, gave 
authority to grant competent salaries to 
the Sherifls, hut without specifying the 
fund out of vvliicli they' .sliould be defray^ed. 
—^X“33.)—These .sal;nie.s have also been 
charged upon the (’uMoms and Jixeise, 
though they seem more properly to belong 
to the'reserved Rcvfcniies, .since the Ofliees 
4o which they are annexeil make a pait of 
the general Civil establishment. Ily'^ 2d 
(ion. 3, e. 1-7. the salaries of the tihief 
Officers of the Court of Admiralty, and of 
the commissary court, vvho.se emoluments 
belore the pas>-inguf th.at aet depcndi^don 
foes of‘^Tue, then abolished, were direct¬ 
ed to fiii paid out of (he same tuifd ; SOtli 
Report finance Coininiltec,' Appendix" 
(A. .5.) 

31. These reserved Revenues con¬ 
sist of new subsidy of Customs, which of* 
course increases with the progix-ss ol' Com- 
meree ; of the ht-reditai'y .ind temporary: 
levcnuis of lixiive, which depend on the 
quantity^ of Peer and Ale brewed in Scot¬ 
land j of the seianres of rustoms; the lines 
and forfeitures ol Excise; and of the 
('’jown Rints and Cjsu!tltie.s, all qf which. 
,are subject to iluctuatiuii. . Their total net 
amount in three ypars, ending 10 Oct. 

1807, was 209,371 ;—^bving on an average 
yearly - - - ' - Xb<),7‘)0. 

Is" J5 &, ‘J(k 'Jlieir total gross amount 
in the same three yean vv.is .£.259,319. 

N“ 37. The dillercncc bt^Ks-cn the 
gross and netf.unio'int of these Itrwenues 
arose from Rounti'ys, Oi aw backs, .^nd otlier 
legal Re-payments, a, v\ ell as Charges of 
Management. 

K' 38. 'I'heir total groSs amountthe* 
three .years 17(51* 1702, and 1703, was 
119,504/. - - avvragft £.39,831. 

N“ 39. The Charges to which they vvere 
,lialde in the year ending 10 Oct. 1807, 
vvtre^lst. Tiiiit of the Pension List, ^mg 
then - - - - £. 36 , 309 : 

2nd. Certain Payments for thu 
Civilj Establishment of Scotland, 
unconnected with the Courts 6f 
Justice -* • “ 
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• And, thirdly. Payments for Mis¬ 
cellaneous Services - t - , - 8,57.5 

.£..5 .'1,8-1 a. 

N” 40. In the year ending 10 Oct. 180tj, 
the suJiJ of SO.O^iO/. being a sui'])lus of this 
Revenue, was transferred to his ]VI;ijesty’s 
Civil (lovornment in Eiiglurid (N“ +1), by 
a Warrant for iliat puriiosc, and wa.s ap¬ 
plied faith the exception of ],C00/. to 
various purposes of the Civil IJst. 

\onr Coinniillce perceiving tiiat .so large 
and increasing a projtorlion of llie.se re¬ 
served lievenues has been apjilied to Pen¬ 
sions, and that under the piesent system 
there i.s no security again.<t their fuVlher 

■ extension, have ilftui^ht it their duty to 
clirect their particular attention to this 
subject; which bad likewise attracted tlie 
notice of the Coinmilt<>e. of 1 inance in 
1798, (8t)tli Report, p. 15.) who advertin;', 
to the great increase of Pen .ions on the 
Civil Establi-shnient of iScol’and, even at 
that time, ‘and to* the cunp.ivativ ely 
‘ small duties prrfornud by mayy of the 
‘ persons holding .some «'!' the ^othce-f,’ 
thought H ‘.an oiijcrt well deserving*con-,i- 
' tlciiuion, ftliclher, instead of their being 
^granted, as in some iiiMaiicis tl'.ey ap- 

* peared to have, been, the j'lnolumcnts 
thereof sjiuidd not, as future occasions 

* and as instam es might olii r, be ap(died 
f in favour of persons who might h.ive di.s- 

* tinguistied them.selves by great public 

* service, or in case of the funds a|>plicd 
‘ to the Pension List, if the existing charges 

* thereon, on a due exammation, should be 

* foutpl ncce.ssary,l‘—'^'he amount of pil¬ 
lions, which is already equal to mure tluuy 
two-fifths of the allowed pension list of 
England, ought cleaify to lie considered, 
in connexion with *110 emolnmerits of sine¬ 
cure places and ollices perfoimed 6y de¬ 
puty in Scot land, wiiitli aiiK.unt to near 
30,000/.^^subject which will come niider 
more immediate consideratiiJli in a fniii.cr 
part of tills rei>ort.—the articles of 
union, ft was .stipulated that ceiiain 
branches <'f the ancient establishment of 
ScotlsTid should femain ; but although the 
duties rf s-ntioof these offices have geased, 
and tho.se cit othens have been «lim<nis!iod, 

'■the ancieiy; salarie.s and cmoluiiKMils con- 

' tinue to be annexed, and in one instance, 
(that of the Privy Seal) an addi^ii of 
1,500/. per annuiii was made in 18WJ-, 
which is, however, professedly in (he ma- 
t'ure of an' annuity, and to continue-,only 
00 long a4.ihe present possessor sliaA con- 
tioce to boli^ tin;, office of keeper of the 
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Privy Seal; being in st^stance an aug¬ 
mentation ^ the pension list, to which it 
has lieen added in the foregoiing Account. 
It i.s payable out of a part of the reserved 
revenues called land reni.s and casualties; 
and the warrant has been already printed 

by order of the house, 5th March 1805_ 

As it appears from the forcgoingstatemciits, 
that the pensions gviiiiled by tiic crown in 
this part of the Uiiiteil \ingdoni*, as well 
as the reserved revenues out of which they 
are paid, have been cons'nleriibly iucrea.s- 
ed, your Coininitteo arc of opinion, that 
tli%y.should not have acquitted them.selvc-^ 
of the duty imposed upon them, if they 
Irjil ndt pointed out these subjects as imit- 
ter.s whii ii ivjll well deserve the consider¬ 
ation of parli.iiiU'Ot, w henever tl:e »'\pen- 
liiture of the (’ivil Ust shall again lie- 
come the subject of investigation; and if 
not ifrecliideii by the teims of the Civil 
Li.si act, froiii interfi l ing in any manner 
at present with the application of the re- 
seivfd revenues, yeiir (.'oiiimittfe wonl.l 
suggest, that it might breoinf; the advisi is 
ol the crown to refrain from recomiueiid- 
ing any further ineiva-se of tlie jiensions 
charged nptm iho.se rcvctines uuiil occa¬ 
sion shall have been given lor .sueli iii- 
vcstigulion.— 'I'lie mmilier of persons re- 
eeiviiig pensions in 17ol wa.s 19; in I7:»7 
*it had iucreicsed to 185 ; and it now 
amoum.s to .‘I'll, •exehisivc of 2+ contin¬ 
gent pon.sioiis. ’file pre.sent pensions, liow- 
ever aie for Plie iiio-;t pari snirdl, and about 
two-thirds are granted to females.—'flu- 
Committee of I'inancc in IVilS, remark on 
*lhe delicacy with which a fund should be 
touched, which eoneeins the iiiimilieeuce 
of the sovereign, as applied eithrfr to the 
enconr.igVment of Ic.iriiing and leligion, 
R) <he icmiiiieration of national .service^ 
in the rewarding of public merit, or in the 
suppoit of those bia.'ichcs of noble an-l 
resficctahlc families, ‘ w'liieli the policy 
‘ and principles of the Erili-sh ConslilutiRii 
' cannot snlier to fall into indigence.” 50. 
•). 1*2.—^\'oar Cornniitire bv no means wi.«!i 
to rej-.ress the mnuifiReiiee of tli£.crowM 
as applied to the three first of twso ob¬ 
jects, nor even to'exclude the lasW-Rivn- 
tioned conshlcratiun; but the nnitcliiK-.b 
statc of the reserved revenuts njqicars to 
have encouraged a growing facility in 
gianting pensions, which it ma}*^ ISf^on a 
fiiture oyoa'.ion,Lrqporlan.t j,o restrain. It 
i.s ohvicni.s that a \oo gcn^ifal ^ppfication of 
them * tp tlm snp[iort of the' (rciiioter)^ 

* branches of noble and respectable fami- 

* lies’ eveb though the individuals who re* 
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c-cive tliciu sjioiild not be aillucnt. may 
serve to spare the Tuiuls ul' the upulent at 
• the expellee of tlie public^ and may 
create an uiidnc depeiuleiice upon tiiose, 
ill whosi; hands the distribution of royal 
munificence is vested. 

4'2, pre.sents a Return of the Con¬ 
vention of royal linrj'hs iii Scotland to an 
order, for,an account of public money 
placed nt the* dii^iosal of the Convention, 
in pursuance of the Civil List act, sec. Hi. 
together with a statement of the applica¬ 
tion of the same.—^'I’he lords of trade and 
police in Scotland beiinr abolidied by ^lat 
statute, it was enacted, 'that all sums iiniler 
their management should lie at the 

dispu.sal oftho(!onveiitionof royal Burghs;’ 
it appears however that no such sums have 
been received, that considerable dilliciilty 
and delay occurred in procuring iiiforina- 
tion, nearly five years having clapsied be,- 
Ibre the balance in the hands of thejcashicr 
to the late board (ainoiinting in .fnly 17s3 
to 8 j 8/.) was ascertained, that a demand 
to deliver up the records of tlui board, and 
to pay thi.s balance, was resisted, on tin* 
ground that the act gave no [lower to re¬ 
ceive such papers, nor to call on the 
cashier to aecoimt for his intromissions 
with the sums recei ved by him during the 
existence of the boanl; ihat ilic board of 
police also reprcseii'.i d that the same ac^t 
niithuriscd the Cominissioiu rs of the 'frea- 
8ury to grant annuities' e«iu:il to the legal 
emoluments of the persons ^whoso ollii t-s 
should be suppressed ; (the expression of 
tin: act. is ‘ who have diligently and faith- 
' fully executed the oftii'cs.’) and that the 
cashier having been used to derive emolii» 
ments from the money in hi.s hands, hii, 
could iftit continue to enjoy a compciisar- 
tion eijiial to his accustomed ’and legal 
emoluments, if the halance in his Ixmds 
should be taken from him during his lift;; 
that the Convention commenced an actiem 
against the cashier in 178f> for his saiil 
Ijulaiice. but relinquished it in 17!)1, from 
an unwillingness to incur expeucc in pro¬ 
secuting a claim which might not be esta- 
bli.sh(;tl.—^'riie rcturw furtber states, that 
<i0()/. per annum, formerly granted by the 
coinnsissionersof the treasury to the hoard 
'••^'plilicc, which' liic Conventionjchiimcd, 
cuiiceiving it to have been the only fund 
at their disposal, have, since the fiassiiig, 
of act, been graiilcd to officers of the 
board, in coinpensatioiy fiir the emolu- 
luemts of tlje* d'liccs su/prOsseti, of which 
only coniifiue to be pijid to flftir per- 
ions, of whom this cashier is one. (No. 43.1 
Vot. XI.— Jppitiiiix. • 
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This payment having been for pui^jose.^ 
purely local, .s\;cms to be a cliarge origin¬ 
ally belonging more properly to the here¬ 
ditary Scotch Kcienue than to the civil 
list.—-Your Comniitt(>e submit, that so very 
uri.sutisfactoiy a reiiirn may reqyire the 
attciitiuii of the cilhimissioncrs ot his ma¬ 
jesty’s treasury and that the balance due 
I’rom tlic casliicr ought to be paid forth¬ 
with, or if it should be irrecoveiablc, that 
the aniiuai payment to him ol 100/. ougfit 
immediately to cease. 

I’k.ssions.— IrfUtml, 

The total of pension-s on flic civil list of 
Ireland were, in the year ended .)tli Jan. 
18(Vt, according to the annual printed 
fii’iance account, p. ,91, - - 89,039^ 

’riicv were for the y'car ended .?th Jan, 
,807.- - - - i^.9-V250. 

An account was*laid bclbrc the House, 
'made upio.lmu: 1801 (aiul printed Kith 
June), with the naiiici of tlic pensioners ; 
the amount of which was - Il'2,10ti. 

There were also two addilivuial accounts 
printed 2'2iid b'cli. ISOj, ot - - .i. I,'i00. 

and f>th»reli. 1807, of - - - l.tioO. 

Inpilie .59th vol.of the .Jonriuils, p. 718, 
is a list of all pcii-ioiis gniiitifd on the 
estahli'hmcut of Ireland, u^ to the 1st 
Jail. ISO!, spccil'yiiig the dale, and con- 
tiini.ince of each gr.int; to w hich your 
(.'ommitlec arc obliged to refer tor party-- 
cular.s, not ha\iiig received a return* to 
their repeated orders, ot the present state 
of the pension list. 'I'he amoinii on 1st 
Jan. IHOl, according to that list, was 
101•,2.•')8/. exclu.sive. of 101/. uin'er the 
head of Charily, and .3,8;i'2/. in Military 
Ven-.ioiis.—The c'^vil-Jist ai-t, :l.3,Ceo. 3 
c. 31, directed the gr.td.ual retluction of 
the pension list to 80,0()()/.; but as it al¬ 
lowed an aiiu'.val grani of pensions to the 
extent of 1 , 200 /. in every yna|'i there still 
contuuies an excess alwve the limilcd sum. 
In 179.3, when the act paswil, the total 

was ------- 

N* 4-1', eifptaiiis a bit ol all addition# 
and diminutions in the peusioiw on the 
civil cstabli.shineiit of Ireland? since 
June 1801, of wdiicli the I'oimer amount 
to 8, too/, and the Iatter4o 32 ,. 3 ,j. 3 ^inaking 
upoq the whole a diiiiimitiim of 23,95.3/. 
to be*subtractO(r from the 4oi,ii given in 
the jn-inted account for l.'^Ol ; wb'ich 
would le.ivc, as the total ot* the pre.sept 
pen.SM>n li.st„88,Hi3/. but by the tinaiice 
pai/ers above relcrred to, the total was, on 
5til Jan. 1808 ----- ri,. 8;i,ti3y. 

IS® 4ti. Out of til • Cubtoms-for the yc r 
entAd .5ih Jan. 1807 - - ~ 
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, Th% greater rumilKT of iheso are in 
sum* rt<it exceeding ‘JO/. , ^ 

• In the printed finance papers for the 
year ended 5Lh Jun. 1808, p. 13, the 
salaries, pensions, and (vratuities in the 
ciis(nn>% exclusivVi of salaries on the esta¬ 
blishment, ate stated at - - -1 

M” -IS. Out of the Exci'-e for the year 
ended 5th .Ian. 1807 - - - .i?. 5,993. 

Those pensitiiis have been increased by 
SOOl. oFrather more, in each of the three 
last years —'i’hey arc in g» neral in sums 
under 5'J/. and are all granted by the 
board, with the approbation of the lord 
lieutenant and lords of the treasury.—In 
the printed finance papers for this year, 
ended 5th .Jan. 1.SQ8, p. 11, the salaries, 
pensions, and gratiiilie.s, payable out of 
the Excise ^excliisivc^of s.klaries on the 
establishment) amounted to - <£’. 1,>,277. 

N* 49. Pensions out of the Post- 

Office - X. 1,334. 

N“ 50. O'* - - - out of the Stamp 

Duties- - - - - - - ,£.1,49(5. 

N" 51. Under acts*passcd in 1799 and 
1800,* pensions were granted to*persons 
instrumental in suppressing the rcbojiion, 
to be nalned by the lord licut^ant; 
which amount at this time, subject to 
diminution by the exiinction of lives, 

to..£. 2,700. 

64.9. Pension c<>>iling('nt to Thomas 
lord Mannois, nmv lord chancellor of Ire¬ 
land . ,£. 4,000. 

Pension to John lord Kedesdalc, late 
ditto. £. 4,000. 

Pension to right hon. Uco. Ponsonby, 
ditto - . , 1 - _ - X 4,000. 

The .description .^of ^jcn-.i<ins contained, 
in N"* 11. 14. 15. and ip 13, are of an ob¬ 
jectionable nature, inasmuch as they arc 
neither paid nor ente:fed at the Exchequer 
under the head of Pensions; and in.casc 
of any deficiency in the Fee Fund they 
fall directly upon the civil list. These 
atlosvancesiji^ii: in some cases conferred by 
the head of an office upon petsoiw in that 
office itself without any,, other apparent 
^ control ; Jnd even where they have been 
granted by his majesty in council, al- 
thougl^*the insirufneut become* more for- 
mali all objection is not removed. 7'hey 
#uk 1 to conrbtind two things, whichtouglit 
Always to kept fwrfectiy distinct, the 
necessary expcnce incurred for transact¬ 
ing,the busitvess of the executive gogrern- 
itfottt,)and-;gratuities paid where no ^uty 
it annexed’^ they become indirectly a 
burden upon the civil list, and bv e.scaping 
^ -l| 9 l»e>aad^Ube.general title o/Establish- 


~'jnira K^ 0 rtjrom vie l^oxiviii 

incnt, may tend 'to divert % fund, which 
w’as wisely formed under *thc sanction of 
parliament out of the fee* of office for the * 
purposes of economy, into a source of pa¬ 
tronage.—This fund was constituted in the 
year 1795, out of the fees and gratuities 
received in the offices of the three secre¬ 
taries of state ; and it has relieved the civil 
li.st from the burden of the, fixed es¬ 
tablishment of tho.se office^, whJth was 
[irevionsly charged upon it (witli the ex¬ 
ception of such deficiencies as are now oc¬ 
casionally made up by the Civil List;) in 
cot^e.qucnce of which arrangement, a ma¬ 
terial saving has been obtained for the 
publi(>and the snlarif^s in those offices, 
which were before liable to great fluctua¬ 
tions, have been fixed at a precise sum, 
considerably below the average of their 
former amount.—In N" 28, It has been ob- 
sr-rved> that pensions to certain persons 
formerly employed in the stamp ofiice 
are paid and incltuled in the bill of inci¬ 
dents, in pursuance of warrants from the 
boaul of treasury. Your Committee con¬ 
ceive that annual allowances ought not to 
bo granted generally, and without special 
reasons, to persons retiring from official 
situations either by their own choice, oi* 
upon any new arrangement in the mode 
of conducting business; and that such 
grants bec.ime more particularly objection¬ 
able, if the pr.actice should be allowed to 
continue of charging any alloivances, be- 
ybnd such a!|,are superannuations in the 
strictest sense, among the salaries or in- 
cident.s of any department, instead of 
classing and entering them as Pensions, 
.Vo that they may be kept entirely ilistinct 
• from the salaries paid for transacting the 
current business of the office.—Even when 
a meritorious ofiirer has served for a num- 
b<*r 6f years, he ought not to receive re¬ 
muneration as a mere matter of course 
upon retiring, without taking into consi¬ 
deration the emoluments of the office, and 
the fortune which he may have had the 
means of acquiring in that service, as welt 
a I the particular circumstances of his case: 
but with regard to suclf as may bo^ineffi- 
cient or useless (otherwise than in Conse¬ 
quence of age or infirmity) special^ 
cumstanfcs alone can jusiity tl^e pTopriet)|^ 
of I'ewarding them, when it becomes con- 
.yenient for the public service, that their 
situations should ,be filled by persorir^'et- 
ter qualiflipd to Uischarge ^ic duties.-— 
Your Committee, cannot,^ but*; discounte¬ 
nance 'thq, principle of granting compen- , 
sation for offices suppressed or abolished; 
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the possessors of which have not eitht*r > materially conduce to the 
had all iiilcrosPin’thcni for life, or by the j cccnoiu^ , if pnriiatneiit slk 
• custom of such ofliccs havS lu en justly I require aiuiiuf accounts of 


ivl 

* 

ends of |;>iiblig' 
should ihinii ttf.to 


havju" 


considered as 
them.—iW'illi regard 
made to tliore uho were formerly em¬ 
ployed in the collection of duties cither 
repealed, or traiisferrid to other manage 


every iiicroascb 

such a tenure in . and diininuiioti which may Itavo taken 
to the allowances | place in the course of each preceding year 
ill the salaries, emoluments, and ixpetises 
of all public ollieftj, your Committee rer 
coninu'iut that it should be made an Order 


iiicnt, it is impossible not to animadvert I of the bouse, that such an account shulj 
upon sullerhig per:.ou.s to remain a per- j be pi educed, within twenty days after the 
inanent biirden upon the public, if there ! coiiiiiiciicciiieiit of every session, *and al!>0 
has heen any o[>portuniiy of placing them ' an acconut of all additional Pensions and 
in other oQices, ivltere tiicir quulilii atioii.s | allowances paid for services not performed. 


(.'oMl'ENSAflONS. 
Compensations f(»r the loss of oRlccs, 


and habits of business might render t^ioui 
useful, and deservltig of salary. The war- 

' fj •* , I . ' 

rants for most of these grants wer^ in fact j which it has been judged cxpeilient to 
very properly drawn only “during the | abolish or regulate^allbrd anotlier class of 
' pleasure of the coinniissioners of the trea- j allowances jiaid for service not now vxHr 
‘ sury, or until the jiai’lies are, respectively I futed ; they exhibit a sum coutiiiualiy 
‘Otherwise provided for.” The scale of 1 decreasing, as the lives of those entitled to 
ail ofiii eshas necessarily been so nnichix-* them gradually fall in.—The Compeiisa- 
tended since the repoai or transfer pf those ; firms printed in the Report upon the Civil 
duties, that little diliiculty seems likely j List, were, for the year 1803, ll,0t>3/; • 
to have occurred in giving employment j but there were included in that sum the 


to all ih'j.sc individuals; and tl^cir s.tualion 
Would probably have been more frequently 


annual and quarteAy bounty in the Lord 
StewaixKs oOice, and small pcn.'.ions'in the 


pre.-.euted to tlie notice of the executive ' oflit’^f Master of the Hor.se, which are 
g-overnment, if the allowance had appeared ! hereBassed with the Pen'ioiis-; jTnd among 
in the .shape of pension, instead of being j tlic pensions and allowances enumerated 
included among the incidents of the es- ’ " ~ 

tahli.^iiiiicnt.—Since offices ought to be 
regarded as created solely for public uij- 
lily, and not for the benefit of the indi¬ 
viduals who h.ippen to hold them, there 
niu.st exist a jiiTfect right in those who 
administer the affairs of tli^ public, to re¬ 
gulate, alter, and control their fnnotions; 
it becomes a duty to abolish such as ap- 

r icar superfluous, and to abridge tlie emev 
lunenls of all which can be cuiidueted toj 


the saiftc advantage, but at a cheaper 
rate. Without the constant su'Jierintcnd- 
ence and vigilaneo of the house, irreguXt- 
ritics in the i^rafiting of coinpen.salions anil 
superariiiuutioiis ni.iy from time .to time 
creep iuj but your comniiitcc conecivn 
^hat it may be sotiie check agaiirst this 
sort of expenditure, if all such grants, 
besides being brought as it were into one 
focus, where they n^iiy be viewed collcc- 
lectivLdy, and distinctly, should also pass, 
wiihoMt exception, urwler the review of the 
'-’tslnihissioners of the treasury,.rvho being 
const it utioiftilly responsible lor aft matters 
of expenditure, should be inlfustcd w ith^ 
a gai|(!ral control over every article of it", 
and armed' w'lth powers to prevent in 
every depa'ifiaent any ^nip'foper accumu¬ 
lation of charge.—^The Coinavltecron Fi¬ 
nance, (22.). having observed, tliat it may 


in this Report, many will he found which 
might peuliaps be clas.sed, with equal |)ro- 
pricty, under the title of Compensations.-^:* 
The List of Comportsations granted in Ire¬ 
land on account of the union, w ith the 
pariicular periods during which the seve- 
lid offices were Iicld by the persons re¬ 
ceiving compi;nsatiou.s, is printed in the 
jyth vol. of theVJournuls, p. 77‘J. 

^ The accounts of.Cornpensation aje from 
N® i3 to iSi” (i2, ill the Appendix. 

In examining the several Lists, the ob¬ 
servation of the house will naturally be at¬ 
tracted, in the first place, to the magnitude 
of the sum derived through various chan¬ 
nels, to the use of persons nut acliialU' jier- 
forming any species of publi’i^ervice. It 
is true, t!iat\unslderahle portions of these 
payments are to'be regarded in the nature 
of remuneration for services wTiich havo^ 
been rendered to the public, cither by the 
persons tiicinselves, or their near i’0!jiLtiv«S( 
and (o such as strictly belong to this.clat^ 
wiicrc^ the duty*has been diligently and 
faithfully done, and for an ade^|uate fusnod 
of-limc, and where the persons are so cir-i 
oiunstanced qs to have .strong claims upon 
ihu^ftiblic, no impediment is intended ta 
he objected. Rut though iusfance.s majr 
occur of persons whose claims upon) the 
pubric are not etjually &ppar^f,ietr estay. 
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'lo be tracnl, yonr Commitlec do not con¬ 
ceive that it i» their province toc descend 
into the invidious tusk of eicamining; par¬ 
ticular cases, being desirous ot“ carrying 
their retrospect iio Further tlnin may be 
sutlicicAt to lay a Fount^ation t(>r Future re¬ 
form and regulation.—'Ihe uords with 
which this paft oF the statute, sec. 19. is 
prefaced, that * it is no dispuragemeiit for 

* any persons to l»e relieved by the roj'^al 
‘ bonnty in their distress, but on the coii- 

* trary, it is honourable on just cau.se to be 
' thought worthy of reward,’ point out the 
grounds upon whir h the (>l)j(*ct.s of bounty 
should be .selected, and show that it was 
not intended to allot .so large a sum t& be 
xiistributed tlnough fas our, without regard 
to just cause and desert. But thcpracticp 
svhirh has been animadverted upon, of 
granting and charging pensions mitlcr the 
general expenses of .separate departments, 
tend« to elude the limitation which was 
meant to be imposed, and by rew’arding in 
this manner a considerable proportion of 
the cbinis of oflicial merit, and Jong .scr- 
vire, to leave a hirgov amount than was in¬ 
tended f(n' nratuiioiis disposal.—I||must 
not be ovcrliv'ked, that in cases of mstin- 
gui.died merit, parliament has ever been 
ready to exentpt the Civil List from any 
additional burden ; and as iiK-taiices of 

"tin? honourable description have, fortu¬ 
nately for the, country, never occurred 
mote frequently than within these latter 
cars, so the hberality of the nation has 
cen called forlli to a larger oxient than 
in any former periotl.—A further consi¬ 
deration is, that alliiongli most of the 
grants areaiominali(- ducing pleasure, thej 
arc generally rcganled(as equivalent to an 
interest for life; and tljat exantples rarely 
opeur w here achangt'in the circuinstance.s 
of the grantees has occasioned tho.se<whu 
have tl’.e legitimate controul to abolish, or 
induced those by whom they are held, vo- 
Inntarilv to*c surrender them. Tlic foot- 
stcp.s towards royal bounty are visible in 
ail dircction.s, hut few traces of return are 
> discoverab'le.—Under all these circum¬ 
stances vour Committee do not hesitate in 
sidbrniUmg 'to the’ house, that all allow¬ 
ances in the nature ol' pensions, w hick arc 
no^ .strictly Uuperarmiuitions, shoidd be 
classed undgr their proper head, and paid 
at the Exchequer ; preserving at the saiific 
time entries of such pensions, tngcthei^-itli 
the circumstances under which they have 
been granted, on the establishment of the 
ofllcesin which the services have been |^er- 
tbrined.—Itt^mny be also expedient to 
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limit the sums in which 0 llflw-anfe.s may 
be applied |o cases of superannuation, so 
as not to exceed a certain proportion of the 
former salary.—The regulations under 
which su|)eraiinuations arc granted in the 
customs. No. 07, deserve the attention of 
the hoii.se, as uniting a due consideration 
towards long and meritorious service, with 
a just atteiitiun to cconuujy.—Ey a resolu¬ 
tion of the bouse of commons of Ireland, 
7th April I7S-t, no yearly allowance was 
permitted to be placed on incidents in 
cases of su]icrannuation, except for oilicers 
vvli*3 shall have served forty years without 
cen.siue ; or oflicers who shall have 
received a wound or hurt in the service, 
amminliiig to a total di.sability; or lor wi¬ 
dow's of oft'iccir. who shall have lo.st their 
lives ill the service of the revenue: but by 
a sub-cquent revision of that rc.soiution, 
2Gth .Lily 179.'}, twenivTivc years were 
siihstilitted instead of tiiu term of forty 
years, as being siiflicient to answer I lie 
purposes of the said rc.solulion, re.s|)ecting 
the plafinglm incidents any yearly allow- 
aiiee for .superannuated onicers of the reve¬ 
nue, who have already seivucl, or shall 
have served the said term of twenty-five 
years without censure.—’I'hesegeneral iin- 
qualified expressions have been perhaps 
liable to mi.scon.struction, as if they were 
oalculatcd to convey a .sort of right of su- 
peraimuation after twenty-five years of 
scrv ice ; whereas it is to be presumed that 
it never couhk Ir.ive been the intention of 
the hou.se of comnioii.s to countenance a 
new claim on the part of the officers, but on 
the contrary to inipo.se a restraint upon the 
dxecutiv'c government, from granting any 
‘such allowaiice.s even to supernniu^ated of¬ 
ficers, iinl^.ss where they had served meri¬ 
toriously the prescribed number of years, 
or lifld otherw isc been incapacitated in the 
public service, as described in the resolu¬ 
tion.—'Hie 18th section of the Civil I.ist 
act makes an exception in favour of per¬ 
sons w'ho have served the crown in foreigiH 
courts, and continue.s to his inajesty the 
pmver of granting at his pleasure such 
(iruportion of their fbrmcr appointmenta 
as may seem ^'xpedieiit, after the expira¬ 
tion of their service. Tjlie riaiiics ^11 
those wl» now receiv'e allow'iviices opoii " 
this account are contained hi N” 63, and 
nature and extent of their .severnj scr- 
vice.s are particularized in N^dL-^Tlie 
circomstatv-'cs ^attending the <proscnt war 
make tjjis list unuslfiallv large,‘'at a period 
when so iiulc ef friendly intercourse sub- ^ 
sists betvVecn this country and the cunti* 
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nenta> powers^ . the charge therefore 
amounte tod 1,380/; besides which an ad¬ 
ditional list is contained in A" Ob, of re¬ 
commendations from the secretary of state, 
for fonBer allowances, to the amount of 
foOOO/.—Your Committee conceive, that 
the true principles which ought to regulate, 
this species of remuneration, can be no 
other thun^lgratipn of service, and the im¬ 
portance of the mission, except in very 
special cases,—It is de.sirable unquestiona¬ 
bly both for the purposes of economy and 
for the better execution of the duties of 
foreign ministers, that a selection should 
generally ho made from amnng those al- 
reafly upon the list; but it is not intended 
absolutely to recoimncnd any invariable 
rule ; those who have gone before may l>e 
unwilling to undertake, or ill qualified to 
execute missions of particular delicacy i 
and importance ; and circurnstaiutcs may 
arise uhere appointments of imlivitluuls to 
whom .such Inisitiess is entirely novel, 
ouglibnot to be ascribed to motives of more 
patronage or private emohmtbnt. Your 
(Joinrnittee- ob.serve, with satistaetkm, tliat 
according to the hast return, all allowaiic*“s 
have been withdrawn in cases of appoint¬ 
ments to foreign courts where service was 
not, or could not be j>cvlorme(l. N“ 06,— 
With regard to the salary and emoluments 
of each separate department, the publit 
ought unquestionably .to he served as 
cheaply a.s is consistent «1th being served 
will) inti'grity aiidaiiilily : i)ut it ))iust he 
recolhicteil, that what make.s olficc dcsii'a- 
b'.e, in the higher (lepartiiicnts, is not the 
salary alone, hnt the consequence and con¬ 
sideration' attached to it, the power of 
obliging friends, and of creating depoid-’ 
ants; and,ill the low'or degrees, the chance 
of gaining advancement by iiidu.slry aqtl 
talent. Tlic principle, ol' gradually in¬ 
creasing salaries after certain periods of 
service, and at fixed intervals, if they arc 
not made too slioit, is highly to he ap¬ 
proved, as holding out a due encourage¬ 
ment to diligence and fidelity. In all 
ca.scs of superannuation, duration of ser¬ 
vice should be an css*biitial requisite : and 
even then, regard' should be had to the 
co.ndiirion of each individual, as to his 
ability of oontinuing the official* labours, 
and to his situation in life front other 
causq^.—In many instances, where allow»» 
an^s*havc been graiitccLas compensation 
for the loss of '«flice, or up^i the ])iea of 
superannuation, .the pL4,son8 wlio h[}ve ot>- 
tained them have, at subsequent periods, 
been appointed to other oiTices c in both 


which ca^,e8, it Vs obvious, that the allow-^ 
ances ought to have ceased. 'I'he true 
principle applicable to ail ulllces is, that* 
public money shuuid not be gnmtcd with¬ 
out reference to duly ; lyid ail exceptions 
whatever ought lu^ Lie justified uf^oti the 
special circumstances attending such par¬ 
ticular case. 

.SiyECCRIiS, AND OrriCES EXF.CUTEU 
WIIOI-LV OR < niEFJ.V BY DePU'I’Y. 

Next in order to pensions, comes an 
ambiguous and midilie cla‘<.s, partaking of 
the nature of ])cnsious, in ns much as no 
service is performed, but still ranking un¬ 
der the head of offices, from the name of 
oOiPial business liaving been continued af¬ 
ter the functions are Ijccome exliiirt orob- 
.^olcte. Of these there still remain speci¬ 
mens in various defiartnients, allhougli thd 
labours of parliament have been not fruit¬ 
lessly employed in .suppressing ni:ui\r of 
them, particularly by the ;JH Geo. tt. c. 80. 
and -t? (,’eo. 3. c. 12. relating to the Cus¬ 
tom'!, by the formev of which 196 places, 
of the aptiunl value of •1-2,633/. were sup¬ 
pressed in I'-ngland, and by the latter .38 
places of a similar de.srription ii} Ireland ; 
and also by an act of the paesent session* 
for abolishing the office of surveyor of sub^^ 
sidiis '.ind 'j.etty customs in the port of 
Loiidnn.—It being difficult to ascertain,., 
without a long and minute examination of 
eviilcnce, the exact nature of several of- 
ficc.s to wliich active and efficient duties 
arc not annexed, or to draw the limit be¬ 
tween .such .as arc sinecures and .such as 
arc wholly or c^)icfly executed by deputj*. 
your Coininittic have ihrow’n together all 
i^hich they etuisidftras helongiiig td cither 
of those tlasse^ in tlio ahnc.xcd list, sub¬ 
mitting it a.s giving a’gcneral view of the 
several offices thcreid enumerated; al- 
though they caniint answer but that some 
inaccuracies may bo discovered in it, being ' 
aware that some of the nffiqcs do not dis¬ 
tinctly range under either^tlcscription, 
while they very, much partake of the na¬ 
ture of both. K“68 to 76, Agpx.— The 
Committee on Finance, in the remarks'* 
upon this subject, with .whieii tii^ir 22nd 
report concludes, observe, ' TRat sBtecurC. 

• offices of high r«ni{ insotne^of the ancient 
‘ estumishnicnts of the state may be «sc- 
‘ fully employed in particular instance!!, 

‘ as either to accompany a pecrdcc given 
' foaihe reward of personal scivicos, or to 
‘‘secure an honourable retreat to person's 
‘ who are entitled to niark.s of public fa- 
' vq|ir by the long and mefitorious dis-. 

‘ charge of ^the duties of high office, ‘w 
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• wfiit have sacrificed lucrative professional 
.situations on engaging in the public ser- 

,' vice, hy vesting such oflitc in *the prr- 
' sons themselves, or in their immediate 

* descendants.'—Since the date of that re¬ 
port, his majesty* has been empowered by 
the statute 39 Cico. 3. c« 10. to make provi¬ 
sion for life for tho.se who have sacrificed 
lucrative profc.S'jional situations, so far as 
irelaies to chanci'llor.s and judges, on retir¬ 
ing fiom office ; which must he remarktA, 
in passing, as extending the power of 
granting pensions, and as fairly to be .ict 
off against some of the retrenchmont.s jn-o- 
posed. In the peerages subseijuciilly 
created, your Committee cannot discover 
that any such application of the sinecures, 
as was suggested in lhat respect, has fakrn 
place, but that the annexing of pcn.^irirr.? 
by authority of parliament has been not 
onfrequent,—^'fho view which j our Com¬ 
mittee take of this .subject correspond.s in 
principle, and dillers only in degree from 
that of (he former coiumiltee; but it i? 
their anxious wi<h to guard against suller- 
ing the subject to escape notice,.without 
being acted upon, while the informal ^>n is 
fully brought under observation. iT the 
jppinion shoifld prevail, that a Icgi.slatiie 
measure' ought to he no longer cloferri d 
with regard to iifiees of this description, 

^your Commitlec sidimit that, leaving nn- 
touthed all places of honour and distin, - 
tion connected with the personal senile 
of his majesty and of hi.s roy.il family, it 
may be expcclient eonsidcrably to rconce 
the emoluments of s<>me, and to abolish 
others. At the same liincj regarding if as 
a fundamental part of the coii-sfitutiuii o^f 
this cotintFy, and of thn reason of stale in 
every country, that.tli^re mu.st be means 
of rewarding public^sertdce, and lhat tho,c 
means will be incomplete, and indeed 
wholly insufficient for that pui*po.se. if flierc 
should be no further reward for that ser¬ 
vice than the-daily svagc.s it rcceive.s dur¬ 
ing the plcaSiirc of the Crown; your Com¬ 
mittee arc of opinion that such sinecures 
as the houib in its wisdom'Vnay think fit to 
retain, should always in future bo applied 
to rcconupenco the. faithful discharge of the 
duties of efficient office ; or in the event 
of the house pfeferring to aboli -b goryEi ally 
all such offices, they conceive (hat it will 
become proiicr to sulwtitute .some oJher 
mode, by which the (’rown pi.ny hc.eria- 
blcd to rewarfi public seivants iti a fifaiir 
ner proportioned to fhe nature and Icngtli 
of the duties'pel formed. 

' OmcES EXECUTED BY DEri'TY. ^ 

- - 
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! Cilices e.vecutcd wholly or . chiefly by 
deputy, should be arranged ?i ith as much 
regard to ci'onomy as the public .service 
will admit; and any offices that have not 
duty annexed in proportion to t{)c .salary 
should he reformed, and the salary suited 
to the responsibility and labour of the of¬ 
fice.—The list of sill li offices i.i extracted 
from tlio returns in as complete a .state a.s 
iho, examination of them can'render it j 
bat it may probably be still di fective, for 
the same causes a.s have been mentioned 
umh'r the. fiirmcr head. In applying the 
prinriple of retrenchment to this i.Iass, 
ymfr Commitlec desire to be uiidcr.stood, 
as recoyimending it with the sa.ne e.\<'ep- 
lions with Avhich they have accoiiipanied 
their recommendation in the ca.^^c of sine¬ 
cures, Sonic ol the rrreat offices in iho ex¬ 
chequer (which are inv'lecd, as far as ro- 
ganls the priiirij'aK purel}" .sinccurc.s) be¬ 
ing pvbbably among the iittc.st to he re¬ 
tained, ‘ for the nward of personal scr- 
' vices, or to secure an honourable retreat 
' to pel•.son.^ who arc entitled to marks of 
' public favour, by fhe long and meritori- 
' ous discharge of the duties of high office, 
'or who have .sacrificed lucrative profe.s- 
' sionai .situations on engaging in the pub- 
‘ lie SCI vici-.’ Finance Rep. x\i. 19.—It 
.should rdso be con.-idered, that some of 
the luf r.itivo offices in uiir courts of ju.s- 
tl'ce, wlilcli are in the di-jjo^al ofthei cliicfs 
of die courts, coii.sfitiiU: a considerable 
p:.'rl of the valuable appcndage.s lo those 
siliiation.s, which it ('oncrrn.s the essential 
interests of the - state, still more than its 
digniiy, to have filled by person.s who are 
the most, eminent, and best ipialified in 
jheir professions. 

Rr.vti!sio.\’.s. •• 

The last general head is that of plnce.s 
gmnlod in Reversion; a pow'cr which ap¬ 
pears to have been exorcised hy the Crown 
with regard to particular departments, for 
a very long period, without any fixed 
rule or principle which is discoverable, as 
guiding its dcscrctiun in the original se¬ 
lection : the right therefore rests upon 
usage, and the exient is limited by no writ- 
ton law.—But alihough no reason can be 
assigned for a practice which pqrhaps 
must be referred only to accident or*teni- 
porary a&ommodatiou, it becoftics obvious 
that it can never havci obtained with rc.-. 
gard to efficient offices, vvilhout consiiipr-’ 
able risk of' ulfiinately producing the 
effect of i'onvt'rtiijg' lheio,‘.st^ far as rc-^ 
.spects ethe principnls, into sinecures, or' 
into office/ to be executed wholly by de- 
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piity.—The fthijf objections to this method 
of conveying contingent interests are, 
* that in tiie first' instance of* every such 
grant, a climinntion must take place in 
tine permanent prerogative, equal to the 
diilcrence in value between expectancy 
and possession; that the appointment of 
fit and sulficicnt persons to hold ofTiccs, is 
less likely to be regarded when it is to 
take cfTect at a (fistant and uncertain pe¬ 
riod, than when a certain notoriety attaches 
upon the manner in which each vai:ancy 
is filled; and it can hardly be disputed 
that incapacity from age, sex, or natural 
disability, may be disregarded, in the 
former case, which could not Lt toler¬ 
ated in the latter. It may be further 
urged, that anticipations of this sort tend 
to perpetuate inefli^icnl places, and to ren¬ 
der any alterations and regulations less 
eliectua), and more distant, whkh the 
w'isdom of parliament may think fit to 
adopt with regard to them.—On the other 
hand, reversionary grants may be tlcfend- 
cd as a cheap and cconomiml nnidc of 
conferring favours, of paying services by 
expectation, rather than by actual office 
or pension; and of enabling the crown 
to draw distinguished talents and eminent 
characters into the public employ, who, 
w ithout sonjc prospect of p’crmanenl pro¬ 
vision for their families, might be unwill¬ 
ing to give up their liine aud labor, and 
above all their professional emoluments, 
upon the hazard of the short«tnid uncertain 
duration of two things, so precarious in 
their nature, ns office and file.—It must be 
admitted, that the prerogative will be 
abridged during the suspension of the 
power o^f making sm.h grants, so far as re-1 
latcs to the value of the reversiopary right 
in these particular offices ; and no farihcjj'. 
—It is also contended, that grants of*this 
sort hiiie neither been carried to cxces.s, 
nor become chargeable with actual abuse. 

.—With the view of fairly slating this 
part of the case, your committee proceed 
to lay before the house the extent and 
amount of all subsisting Reversions, some 
of which will be fourtd to come di^lmctly 
within the class of those offices which 
they .•recommend to be regulated or 
suppressed ;. and wdth regard te the re¬ 
mainder, they see no cause to depart from 
their opinion, which was reported to, and. 
addbt«d unanimously byjlhe house, on the 
24-lh March JK07, thinkin.^ it gnfer to in¬ 
vigorate antf restore to <n entire slq^e this 
branch of the prerogative, •thaw to allow’ 
that It should continue encumbered by 


any such anticipations. The right of th^ 
crown qyer ilM own demense lands was 
I formerly as complete, as its power of con-* 
' ferring offices; and yet the use w'hich 
I was made of that part of its prerogative, 

I occasionetl parlia^unit trequciul^ to in¬ 
terpose ; and particularly aflor the crown 
had been greatly impoverished, an act 

f ias fd whereby all future grants, for any 
onger term than ;U years, were declared 
void.—^Tlie misfortune is, as Mr. Justice 
lllackrtone remarks, that the act was made 
too Iat<*, after every valuable possc.ssioii of 
tlie crow'n had been granted away for 
ever, or else upon very long leases.—-It 
muft not be passed altogctlicr without 
notice, that reversionnry grants have, id 
some iiibtancc.s, been applied to pension.^ 
on the civil list;*and it is easy to sci^ 

I to what an extent such a practice might 
be carried, and how entirely it might ex¬ 
haust the future means of bestowing the 
roy^al bounty, even upon the most deserv¬ 
ing objects. Appeixlix, N'>‘ 77 to 79. 

Upon the mure general quostiun •relate 
iiig to- the jirevogalive of the crow'n, as 
competed with, and aflectod bs;, the pro¬ 
posed arrangements, your csnnnittco pro-* 
feed to submit their sentiments to 
judgment of the house, trusting that the 
same disposition which has so often beeo. 
manifested by parliament, will never >50 
wanting to correct the growth of such 
abuses as the lapse of time, or alterations 
in the mode of transacting business, may 
have imperceptibly introduced into any 
of the departmputs of executive govern¬ 
ment.—The civil list act in 1782, the acts 
fAr abolishing cerfuin oftices inthC! years 
1798, and 1807, that already referred to 
of the jnesent scssicai* and many othersi, 
aftind abundant examples of temperate 
and judicious retrenchment; nor could 
the beneficial objecl.s, proposed by the in- 
stitutmn of the (.'onmiittee of Finance in, 
1797, have ^een attained, n^K* can thoao 
for which yoOr present committee was apr 
pointed, he expected, w ithout i^erfering,, 
in sonic degree, with the patronage and * 
influence if l!ic ciowp.—^The subjects- 
wliich an-! -detailid in this re1>ort,* havo,, 
beeinqicciflcaily-brought anther coii»idcra« 
lion lA the direction, of the house ; 'iri. 
obedience to w hich your conAiiiuee nmv ■ 
pve.senl tluan, in the full persuasion ihat- 
the raiupns, vt hivb they venture to iccobi- ' 
iiiend, may be made witiiout iletriihcnt 
to the public service, and \vitl\ advantage • 
to tl|j public revenue.—i>o offices of any 
dcscripton wx-re originally created for the 
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^mere»purpose of giving lucrative appoint- 
*ntents into the disposal of the crown ; the 
. fact is, that duties were fonnerly*attached ] 
to many places, which a dilFercnt manner 
of transacting business, or accidental al- 
teratioi\{i, have long rendered sinecure; 
and therefore the patroliage of the Crown 
has, in some cases, been iniintentionally 
increased, by transferring to new oflices 
the business of the old ones, without abo¬ 
lishing tlie latter, or the salaries attached 
to them. 

Under the words directing ‘ the names 

* and descriptions of the persons to be re- 

• ported, by whom, and in trust for whom, 

' all offices, pensions, and eniolumtints, 

• payable out of funds ap[>lical)Ie to the 

* public service are licld,’ your committee 
conceive that the house may be desirous t& 
sec at one view, which' of these are pos¬ 
sessed by their own members; and the 
subjoined list gives the names of all those 
who appear so described, upon a careful 
inspection of the returns. (See below— 
A more compleat cataRigue is also gi\eii of 
every'"office from which returns have been 
required, than it w as (possible to mal^ out 
before th? close of tlu> last session, distin¬ 
guishing thos*e from which none have been 

yet received: the present report therefore 
is intended to be substituted for that which 
•was presented in August 1807, and enti¬ 
tled * The third.’ N« 81. 82, 83—Your 
committee, having selected such parts of 
the papers before them as are immediate¬ 
ly connected with the subject of this re¬ 
port, have only to lay before the house 
the remaining mass of information which 
.has been collected in consequence of tliep' 
precepts, consisting chiefly of all the civil 
and judicial cstahlishmcnts of the United 
Kingdom; many of ivliich have been al- 
readv’ printed in the rtqiorts from the 
Committee of Finance, without having re¬ 
ceived any' niatcri.il alterations since that 
period, which have not been noticed in 
the returns of increase and /liminution of 
offices, presenteil from tiixie to time to the 
house. 

I'iXTRACT from the Appendi.v. (No. SO.) 

List of Mej^behs of the House of Coni- 

nio'iis holding Offices, &c. with the 

Annual Value of such Uffifcs. 

Admiralty; — Lords Cbmmissionefs, — 
Vice-Adm. sir R. Bickertoii, 1,000; 
Uiipt. \V. J. IIope, £. r,000; Robt. Ward, 
£. 1,000; vi count Palineistoii, £. 1,000; 
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James Buller, .£. 1,000; hon.^W. W. Pole, 
Secretary, jf.+.OOO, .siibjdfct to a deduc¬ 
tion of I duit?ng peace.—Also Secretanr to 
the Commissioners of Charity fur Poor 
Widows, cf. 160. , 

Alienation (Iffice:—Receiver General, 
—Right Hon. Geo. Canning, £A92. 

( Tide infra.J 

Auditor of the Land-Revenue/or Wales, 
—^'I’ho. Johnes; Lord I.i«utettant of Car¬ 
diganshire, and Steward of several manors 
and lordships belonging to the Crown in 
that county, £. 1,505. 

Lord Chamberlain’s Office:—Secretary, 
—/, (’alvert; appointed by the Ixird 
Chamberlain, 1,38!). 

Clerk of the Parliaments, — Reversion 
vested in (tco. Heniy Rose, of". 3,278. 
(Vide infra.) 

Exchequer, Teller of,—lion. W. V. E, 
Eden, .^.2,700. 

Governor of the Isle of Wight,—Vise. 
Fitzharris, for life, £. 1,370. 

Groom of the Bedchamber to His Ma¬ 
jesty,—Hoq. Edw. Finch. 

India Board, flfficers of the; receiving 
.salary from the East India Company only: 
Right hon. Robert Dundas. (Vide infra.) 
Loid Isiv.iiiie ; Right hon. Tho. Wallace; 
Cfco. Johnstone, is also a commissioner, 
but receives no salary. Secretary,--(ieu. 
Holford; paid by the East India Company'. 

* King’.s Printer,—Andrew Strahan ; by 
patent, for 30 years, from 21st Jan. ISOO. 
No salary annexed to this office; which is 
paid for the wwk done as I’riiiter. 

Master of the Horse :—Otlice of First 
Equerry,—Robert Manners, £.730. 
f Mint:—Clerk of the Irons and Melting.s, 

,—Right hon. Spencer Perceval, £.111. 
(Vide ii]fra.) * 

Navy Office:—Comptroller,—Sir Tlio. 
B. 'Irhompsoii, of.'-1,000.—And a pension 
of .£. 500. on account of wounds in service. 

Navy Pay-Ollicc:—Right hon. Ci. Rose, 
—^Treasurer of the Navy, £. 4,32-l'; Clerk 
of the Parliament.s, .£.3,273; and Kcepe.^' 
of the Records in the Receipt of the. Ex¬ 
chequer, £. 400. 

Ordnance :—Clcr^,—^-Ilon. C. A.shley 
Cooper, e£’. 1,658; Storekeeper, — Mark 
Singleton, <£.1,769; TreiiMircr,—-Jo.,Hunt, 
£. 625; and a pen.si(in paid out of thb sale 
of old naval stores, £. 500. Clerk of the 
Deliveries,—Tlio. Thorolon, £ 1,243. 

’ Pay-Office:—Joint-Paymasters,— 
hon. C. Long,^£.‘2,000; imd^a pension of 
£. 1,5(X). sus^nt^d on holdivg any office 
excecdiii" £’.^2,000.—Right hon. lord C. 
Henry Somerset, £’. 2,000.—Joint-Deputy ' 
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Paymastcr,--^Lord.R. E(hv. II. Somerset, 
,£.5m. > 

Privy-Seal:—Principal Clerk,—James 
Macdonald, £. 35S. ; appointed by the 
Lord Pri^y Seal, for life. 

Popham, Sir Home Riggs, Pension, and 
after his death to wile, .£.!}00. 

Secretary of State, Poroigii Department, 
—Right,hon.,G. Qaiming, £. (j,<W(). (Vide 
supra.) 

Ditto, War Department,—Lord vise. 
Castlereagh, £. 6,000. 

Under Secretary of State,—Rrigadicr- 
General hon. C. Stewart, £.‘2,000. '* 

Ditto, Home Department,—Hon. Cecil 
Cope Jcnkiiison, ...f. 2,052. * 

Ix>rd Steward’s (.tflice : —Trea.siirer of 
the Household,—Vise. Stopford, £.i,200. 
Comptroller of the Household,—Lord Geo. 
'I'hyrine, £. 

Treasury :—Right hon. Spencer Perce¬ 
val, £. 1 ,600. C Fide supra et infra.f And 
Cliancellor of the Duchy of LKinoaster, 
£. 1.,.525. —Hon. W. lirodrick, £. 1,600.; 
and Pension of „£“. 1,200. j of wl^ich .^f-dOO 
is suspended,—lion. W. lilliot, £. 1,600. 
—W. Sturges Bourne, £. 1,000. 

Secretaries,—W. Huskisson, .,£’.+,000. ; 
and colonial agent for Ceylon^ 700.— 
Pension of £. 1,200 for life suspended.— 
Hon. II. Wellesley, £.‘V,000. 

Vice-Chamberlain to His Majesty,— 
Right hon. I.ord .John Thynne.—Ditto to 
Her Alajcsly,—Edw. Disbrowe. ^ 

War-Oflice:—Secretary at War,—Riglit 
hon. .sir James Pultcnoy, hart. 2,180. 

Clerk of the Supreme Court, Jamaica,— 
Right hon. sir Evan Kopean, hart. 

Secretary and Clerk of the larolinents, 
Jamaica,—Hon. Charles W. Wyndham. 

Provost-Marshal, Barbadocs,—sThon^a^ 
Carter. 


Members of the House holding Offices in 
Courts of Justice. 

Attorney-General,—Sir V. Gibbs. No 
return of annual Value, 

Clerk of the Declarations, King’s Bench, 
£. 187. —Held in trfistforW. I,ee Antonie, 
by gritnt from W. Lee, formerly cliiel' 
clerk. • 

Chancellor jof the Court of Exclio'jucr, 
—Right hon. Spencer Perceval, £.2,605. 
( Vide supra.) 

ClAk* of the Juries, Common Pleas,— 
Sir Tho. Turton, ‘hart. £. 96. t • 

Master of the Roils,—BigM hon. si^; W. 
^ rant, cf. 4,603. * • 

Master in Chancery, J, Simeon, ap- i 
Vot. XI. — Appendix, ‘ ♦ I 
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pointed by ^ird Chancellor, for life*' 
£.2,1 W $—Ditto Ed wall! Morns, £. 2,083. 

Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer, — 
Snowdon Barne, £. 3 lO. 

Surveyor of Green Wajt,—^Visc. Mahot}. 
£. 260. And Keeper of Records'*in Bir¬ 
mingham Tower. (Vide itfra.) 

Judge of the Consistory Court,—Riglit 
hon. sir W. Scott, tf*. 170.—Vicar-Geiie- 
ral, and Master of the Faculties; also 
Commissary and Ollicial of Canterhury.— 
And, Judge of the High Court of Admi¬ 
ralty, cF. 6.524. 

Judge-Advocate (Jcncral,—Right hon. 
R. Ryder, ^.2,500.—Aud.Ioint Registrar 
of ttle Consistory Court, I80. 

Ciiieiyii.-itice in Eyn-’S. ofTrent,—Right’ 
hpii. T. Grenville, .£'.2,316. Ditto N. of 
Trent,—Right hmi.O. ('. Viller.s, £. 2,250. 

Judge oftlrcat Session.s, Denbigh and 
Montgomery,—Fra. Burton, ,£'.850. 

King’s Advoc.ile-Gener.d, — Sir John 
Nielioll. No return of annual value. —‘ 
Salary, £. 20, , 

Kiiig’^ Professor of (’ivil Law', O.^iford, 
for life,—Dr. French I,auremc, £. J V7. 

Prdl’ogalive Court, Charles Moarc, Joint 
Register, .£1'. 3,670.—And Priix ipal Regis¬ 
trar of the Faculty Ollice, ,£^.440.; ap¬ 
pointed by the Archbishop of (’anierbuiy. 
Judge of (ireat Se.ssions, JMerioiieth,. 
j Caernarvon, and Anglesey,- -Hugh Lcy- 
resler, £. 770. 

Solicitor-General,—Sir Thomas Plumer; 

—And Jii.stice of («reat Sessions for Merio¬ 
neth, Caernarvon, and Anglesey, £. 750. 

—And King’s Seijeant, Duchy of Lancas¬ 
ter. 


Mcmbers of the Hpnse holding Offices 
in Scodaad. 

Keeper of the Signet,—Right hon. Rob. 
Dundas, £.2,(.)69. 

King’s Remembrancer, Couft of E.vche- 
quer,—.Sir P. jVIunay, bai t. £.*00. 

Presenter ol fiignatures. Court of Exche¬ 
quer,—.Sir .Tames Montgomery, J^789. 

I/ird Advocate,—Archibaltl Colquhoun, 
£. 1,500. ^ . 

Solicitor-General,—David BityTfe, £tOCO. 

Members of the House holding Omens 
, &c. in Irel.uid. 

Treasury:—'Hiwlit honourable J. Foster, 
.£'.5,101.—Annuity for life, by Irish A*cl, 
40 Geo. HI. £. 5,0-38.— Sir (L F. Hill, 
£. 1,;^. — Annuity, by said* Act, of 
o£’.2,'io5.j and Recorder of Lonjfonucrry, 

/ 
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*£ tift,—J. Barry, £. l,2t)0—C. Vereker, 
£. — Don. T. IJ. Foslcr, cf* 1,200. — 

Sfccreiary In Chaiu t llor,—J. Leslie Foster, 
.£.433. 

CIiiet Scfr» !rnv.—RiE;ht hon, sir Arthur 
Welki4cy, K. hr,£.(>,^(itj. 

MiJStf'r-iM.iijicr Lencral, jointly with 
Man] of Drogheda,— \V. Kagwell; salary 
.£.4,107. Fees sn,s|>einle(J, £. ti4I. 

Vicar-tioniTal, Armagh, appointed by 
■frin. iite, for life,—Pair. Diiigenan, LL. 1). 

108.; and .ludge of the Prerogative 
Court. • 

Consistory Court, Dublin : — Ofii( iai 
Chancellor, &c.—Patr. Duigenan, LL. D. 
.£. 34M. Ap])ninted by Archbishofi of 
• Dublin, for life. « • 

Keeper nf Records in Birminghjgn 
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